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Architect, planner, mountaineer; and for long deeply into 


the conservation of Ireland's built heritage. 

he period of Irish Republican history, 1923 - 1948, about 
which he has now written, carried the sombre undertones of 
an unrealised - un realisable ideal; it is a story largely untold 
in any of the works on the LR.A; on Oglaigh na h-Eireann. He 
felt it was time to research and tell it 


Oglaigh 
na hÉireann 


IRISH DEFENCE FORCES 


The Т.К.А in the Twilight Years 1923-1948 


When a police superintendent questioned Tom Barry on his arrest at Union 
Quay station, Cork, in April 1935, to explain the policy of the L.R.A, Barry promptly 
answered:- 

To compel the British forces to leave Ireland 

To overturn the two dominion parliaments 

Го stop the exploitation of people by foreign interests 

Го finally break the connection with England 

To restore to the people the unfettered control of their own destinies 

and resources, while promoting their cultural independence. 

Tom Barry, an outstanding guerrilla leader, and until 1938, high in the ranks of 
the LR.A, died in July 1980. 


The photograph, by Colman Doyle, was taken in 1979, while Uinseann Mac Eoin 
was researching in Cork city for his work Survivors. 
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Keating's picture, now in the Allied Irish Bank Collection of Twentieth Century 
Irish Art expresses, not only the anxiety, but the tedium of being on the run. Yet, 
with the stories that circulated in the aftermath, it conjured for many a romantic 
image of guerrilla warfare 

It was an image that grew with time until after the veterans had passed on. And 
with Fenianism ever latent, it ensured a continuation of a military tradition and the 
belief that ^we had nearly won'. 

It overlooked the fact that had England chosen to prolong the two year struggle 


by another two years, she might have turned a majority of people against the LR.A 
through her influence with the Catholic Church, and the power that a government 


holds upon the print media. And so far as current warfare is concerned it is an 
imagery as obsolete as a cavalry charge. Far from lying in wait, and departing on 
bicycles, in the recent Six County war, British helicopters could hover over the scene 
of a rural action within seven minutes. 
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PREFACE: 

It is now over 50 years since the Curragh Internment Camp of the forties closed 
and no account whatever has been written of it. 56 years since it opened in the 
Glasshouse of the Military Camp, while a camp of hutments was being built below; 
to be followed soon after by an enlarged camp that could have accommodated 
eleven hundred, although fortunately never called upon to imprison that number 
Upwards of 1500 may have passed through, although the peak number held behind 
five rows of barbed wire, a deep trench and armed sentries, reached only 547 in 
March 1943. From then on, until December 1945, the numbers held declined steadi- 
ly through release and a system of parole. Not more than five per cent actually 

med out’, and they were mostly people who had no connection with the 
Republican Movement 

Have I said, five lines above, ‘only 547’, yet these were men - there were women 

girls also in Mountjoy - who were imprisoned for a considerable number of 

ly upon suspicion, So it is therefore time that it was written about, and in the 

autumn of 1991 I undertook, somewhat reluctantly, this self-imposed task. It was not 

1 glory period, men followed what they believed to be a Fenian tradition, but in so 

doing they were accused - and it was easy under the pall of censorship to so accus 
that they endangered 26 County neutrality 

More than 300 persons were spoken to, and 33 have their story entered here 
their storv, and that of their family and friends; largely unaltered, as they told it, and 
unabridged. There is some repetition, and there are conflicts of view on comrades 
within the Camp and upon Free State personnel. That is as it should be. Quite early 
n I felt however that I could not present this somewhat grim story by itself, in iso 
ation. There had to be a lead-in, so I commenced from the Cease Fire Order of April 
7. 1923, trawling newspapers and reports until the next ‘outbreak’ of 1939 


Thereafter I allowed the veterans to speak for themselves. But I included also in that 


f 


ead-in period national and world events, while giving fair and respectful due to the 


eaders of Saorstát Eireann in those seven formative years of the twenties and the 
nine vears of the thirties. And many will wonder, knowing the millions and billions 
'orrowed and funded and drawn upon to support the state of today, how so much 


then was accomplished with so little 


Ni raibh moran rachmasóirí na daoine cam-saibhir ag an ám; sin cuis amháin 


$hi an сша is mo des na politicheóirí ionnraice; пі raibh 'ceisteanna sóisialta' ag cur 


in náisün ar mire, agus ni raibh ach бог beagan féinmharü. Ar lámh amháin, ni scéal 


politíochta atá sa leabhar seo ach scéal sóisialta 


of Cork frequently те ferred to was not Jack Lvnch, former 


the 3 brothers, Tadhg, Jack and Paddy from Dunmanway 
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inspired me to undertake Survivors; all of the Veterans whose stories commence from 


the middle pages (with a special word for Jim Savage, my tireless ‘secretary’ in Cork 


city), Colman Doyle, photographer - the Dublin houses - and Conor Payne - most of 
the personalities, and the Cork houses; Patricia, for the thousands and thousands of 
words inputting she patiently punched in; so, ta stil agam as Dia nar ndhearn mé 
dearmad ar aoinne 
circumstances have your heart. You may live to see Ireland 
but whether or not let us die in 
James Hope, 1764-1847 


The greatest danger in negotiations is Reasonableness, Eamon De Valera to his confi- 


dant Frank Gallagher on eve of Economic War 1932, De Valera 1882 - 1975 
Where shall they 
Says the 5) 
On the Сі 
And the 1 
With thei 
Says the 
lad siud ata imithe: I have a profound dislike of treating any 
deceased. They a ill with us and will continue to inspire us 
Máirtin, Mattie, an tarna B 
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l'he LR.A - Óglaigh na hÉireann - slipped into the trough of defeat following the 
week of the Dublin ing of Easter 1916 (a draw), two and a half years of an Anglo- 
Irish war (a seeming victory), and a year of cn il war with the new Free State (a 
resounding defeat), to emerge ‹ hastened and demoralised. It continued to wage an 
underground struggle with the governments of W.T Cosgrave and Eamon De 
Valera, until in 1938, its new Chief of Staff, sean Russell, a warrior of the Tan days, 


gave it a fresh focus with his Plan, for the strategk bombing of the cities of 


England World War 2 was not expe ted for another three vears, but events overtook 


:ussell and the campaign ended in imprisonment and executions 


This book is a record - a unique record - of the political and world events lead 
ing up to 1939 and the personal story of 33 ol the veterans subsequently. Apart from 


anvthing else it is pre eminently a social document 


Other Works: 


) 


SURVIVORS: [he personal storv of 26 veterans from the earlv decades of this 


century 
HARRY: The story of Harry White of Belfast 


SYBIL: A novel of the fifties 


CONTENTS: 


Opening Pages: 


General Tom Barry on the Objectives of the LR.A 
Uinseann O Rathaille Mac Eoin 

Map of Ireland 

Sean Keating, On the Run - War of Independence 
Preface 

Acknowledgements 

Publisher’s statement 

Contents 

Digest: 

Three writer's accounts covering the period 1923-1939 


with interpolations 


J. Bowyer Bell : Author, The I.R.A 


lim Pat Coogan : Author, The I.R.A 1972 Edition 

Conor Foley: Author, The Legion of the Rearguard 
Chronology: 

he Path of Irish Republicanism Mirrored in the Track of 
National and World Events 

Ihe Year 1923, April to December, End of Civil War 

he Year 1924 

Ihe Year 1925 

The Year 1926, The Movement Divides 

Ihe Year 1927 

The Year 1928 

The Year 1929 

[he Year 1930 

The Year 1931 

Ihe Year 1932, De Valera in Power 

[he Year 
[he Year 
The Year 
The Year 1936, LR.A Proscribed 

The Year 1937 

he Year 1938, Sean Russell Sets his Sights on England 


A State Within A State: 
^ Selection of some of the Headquarters Houses of the LR.A 


тапу identified for the first time 


33 Veterans, with Photographs of all but Pierce Fennell 
Bob Bradshaw of Belfast 
Liam de Burca 
Riobárd Mac Laghmainn 

stelloe of Tralee 
Packv Toe Dolan of Arigna (with James Gralton) 
Гот Doran of Dublin 
'undalk (and Portlaoise) Men 


[om О Fearghail 


immv Wynne and Bernard O'Callaghan, 
addy Murphy with, in Portlaoise Prison, Sean McCaughey, 


iam Rice, and Jim Crofton, with a note on Minister Ruttledge 


Pierce Fennell of Carrigaholt 

Mick Fitzgibbon of Cork City 

at Hannon of Liverpool 

ohn Toe Hoev of Barnacoola, Leitrim 

an ‘Bally’ Keating ot Tralee 

erry Kelleher of Cork City 

Mick McCarthy 

} Leitrim Brothers; Bertie, Hughie and J.L McCormack 


Michael Anthony MclInerney of Co. Clare 

George Molloy of Wexford Town 

Eamon O Ciaináin: Béal Féiriste 

Géamus Ó Goilidhe, as Corcaigh agus Baile Ath Cliath 

Mattie O'Neill of Dublin's Inner City 

A Duo from Cahirciveen; 5ean O'Neill and Mick Sullivan 
Michael O'Riordan of Cork City and the International Brigade 
Christy Quearney, Training Otticer, Dublin Battalion 
Máirtín Standüin of Liverpool, and later An Spidéal 
Seamus Ronayne of Cork City 

lim Savage of Cork City anda close supporter of O'Riordan 
Sean Talty from western Clare 


is suspicion and surmise has the best title to credit. It is hard for 


The historian who avot 
who did not live at the time to believe or comprehend the extent to which 
misrepresentations were carried at the close of our struggle. 
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To assist in the considerable expense of producing this work, 


a gentleman from a western town subscribed a munificent sum to Argenta. 


The men and girls of the late thirties and forties have been written 


out of history, he said; I do not want that to happen. 


Bower Bell 


The Republican Movement from May 1923 to April 1938 as seen by J. Bowyer Bell, 
Г.Р. Coogan and Conor 1 oley. A Digest of Events, with Editorial Inte rpolations and 


Commentery 


PART ONE: MAY 1923 TO FEBRUARY 1932. 
I. BOWYER BELL: AUTH( К, THE LRA 

After the dump arms order of Mav 24, the Civil War dribbled away; arrests con 
tinued. By July there were officially 11316 prisoners. On neither side was there a sign 
of remorse. On July 26, a Public Safety Act the first of more than thirty such in the 
lifetime so far of the nation, was passed. Nora С onnolly O’Brien, in the Court of 
Appeal, precipitated another on August 3; otherwise most prisoners would hav« 
had to be released at that time 

[he Republicans, as 5inn Féin, contested the second Free State elections, under 
northerner Eamon Donnelly, and on August 27, doing better than anyone expected, 


returned 44 abstentionist candidates. Reorganisation of Oglaigh na h-Eireann 


recommenced ‘from the parish pump upwards’ under Frank Aiken C.S and Sean 
Lemass, Minister of Defence, following a two day meeting in the Elliot Hotel, 64 
Harcourt Street. Maud Gonne, with Charlotte Despard and others, commenced a 
release campaign [here were escapes and attempted escapes. 73 men passed 
through a tunnel from the Curragh Tintown. Others passed out singly, in disguise, 
buried under rubbish, daringly under barbed wire; over walls. At this stage the sat- 


isfaction of a successful escape would make no difference to the balance of forces; it 


was simply something that should be done. A mass hunger strike spurted up in 


Mountjoy on October 13; two died; more cried off, but by early December most were 
released 

G.H.O in Dublin was beefed up bv the arrival of MacBride, Price and Daithi 
O'Donoghue; a parallel army and government, albeit shadowy now existed. On 
January 16, 1924 the Public Safety Act was re-enacted with additional powers. In 
March there occurred the quite separate threat of Free State Army mutiny from Maj. 
Gen Liam Tobin and Col. Charlie Dalton. On March 21, four LR.A in Free State uni- 
forms, influenced by the mutineers, fired upon a boat unloading passengers from 
the British base at Spike Island in Cork, killing one and wounding a number. It failed 


to provoke the hoped for response from the British. By July 1924, all but six, had 


been released from 
guards under Chief of Police Eoin O'Duffy were in control of all of the 26 Counties; 


prison and the government itself was secure Unarmed civic 


the huge military force wound down was confined to barracks 

On November 19, in five by-elections, two Sinn Féin candidates were elected, 
while in the other three support rose significantly. Two more seats were won in 
March 1925 bringing the tally to 46 seats. Kevin O'Higgins, in April, brought in a 
[reasonable Offences Bill permitting a death penalty for ‘levying war’ against the 
State. Two months later, June 1925, found Gerald Boland, Sean Russell and Р.А. 
Murrav in Soviet Russia on a not too clearly defined mission; a worthwhile effort 


even if they returned empty handed. Not all Republicans were euphoric as a result 
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of their seemingly easy electoral success however. Some recognised that voters 
would turn away in time from those who preached abstention while leaving the real 
power to others. Jobs grew harder to find; in the rural areas republican support was 
being eroded through enforced emigration. 


was complete. Republicans had only the monthly Sinn Féin as an 


outlet until, on June 18 1925, An Phoblacht, edited by Patrick Little appeared. A 


General Army Convention was held on November 14, in Dalkey which up-ended 
Aiken on the political issue of entering parliament. Meanwhile, the Mountjoy Prison 
break of October 2, 


the news to Ireland that the Boundary Commission was not going to alter the Border 


d occurred and 19 men were freed. November brought also 


by one iota 

In November 1924, in a general election in the North, De Valera, standing as an 
abstentionist in South Down was elected, as was Eamon I Jonnelly for South 
Armagh. With an overwhelming Unionist majority, that would cause no ripples; 
long before the Civil War ended the I.R.A had been beaten out of the North. At its 
height Crumlin Road Prison, the Larne camps and Derry held 870 Republicans. By 
1924, into early 1925, all had been released. The North, from now onwards was an 
area that would remain dormant. 

On March 9 1926, Sinn Féin, in an extraordinary Ard Fheis, split upon the issue 
of Dail entry, 223 to 218; a decision that left De Valera in a minority but one that was 
uncomfortably close. He resigned as President and went, on April 12, to found his 
Fianna Fail Party in the La Scala Theatre, in Prince’s Street. At the start the LR.A and 
Fianna Fail remained closely in tandem; only later, after 1932, did the division 
widen, 

Prior to the formation of Fianna Fail, De Valera sent Aiken, his most trusted lieu- 
tenant to the U.S to stake a first claim on funds from that quarter. Andy Cooney, who 
had been appointed C.S in succession to Aiken, departed on a similar mission in 
June 1926. Maurice Twomey, ‘a man of faultless intuition,’ was appointed as a 
replacement - later confirmed - and so remained until May 1936 

On November 14, 12 rural garda barracks were raided for arms and intelligence; 
little being got, but two garda were killed. Extensive raiding of homes followed. It 
was an instalment of a stepped up militancy which had already commenced with a 
raid upon the sheriff's office in Dublin when a jury list was seized; at Seatown Place, 
Dundalk, John Doy le, was shot dead on August 20; on November 20, Crumlin bar- 
racks, in a village outside Dublin, was attacked; Knockanore barracks, Co 
Waterford, was raided and station records removed. 

[he level of militancy continued into 1927 when, along with other incidents 
recorded, С.І.) man O'Donnell, of Mallow, was fired on by Con Healy, who subse- 
quently received five years penal servitude. 

By 1927 Peadar O'Donnell had a campaign to withhold annuities under way; 
there was much to be done on it but in time it would help to topple the government. 

After a dogged effort by the LR.A to bring Fianna Fail and Sinn Féin together for 
electoral purposes, an effort which failed, the 26 Counties went to the polls on June 9, 
1927. Fianna Fail actually dropped four seats to 44; and when they presented them- 
selves at Leinster House they were turned away when they refused to take the Oath. 
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On July 10, Kevin O'Higgins was assassinated; arising from that the Cumann na 
nGael government introduced and put through the Dail a new Public Safety Act, an 
Act whose effect would end abstention by forcing a prior agreement from candi- 
dates to take the Oath; while a third bill ruled out a referendum on the issue. (Б.Е. 
had been considering a referendum) 

On September 15, a further election gave 62 seats to Cosgrave with 57 to De 
Valera. After all heads were counted he was still six seats short of government 
Fianna Fáil would have to cool its heels for another five years 

А General Army Convention held in the little Theatre in Clarendon Street in 
November 1927 confirmed Twomey as C.S. Reorganisation was proceeding satisfac- 
torilv; the structure was being maintained; and the links with Clan na Gael in 
America held tight. Four and a half years on from the close of the Civil War the shad- 
owy army of the LR.A was ready for business; but what business? 

The majority of volunteers continued to be the survivors from the Tan and Civil 
War periods although younger men were available in plenty. The peripheral organ- 
isations, Fianna and Cumann na mBan, were thriving. More Thompsons were arriv- 
ing from America, and cash from that source paid a modest wage to H.Q staff and 
organisers. Jim Killeen, who had escaped from Mountjoy in 1925 was arrested in 
London in 1926, and extradited back to complete a short sentence 

Fianna Fáil, said Sean Lemass in the Dail in 1928, is a slightly с onstitutional party.. 


1 
th 


We have adopted the method of political agitation to achieve our end because we believe 
| 5 we believe, 1n 


the present circumstances, that method is best in the interests of the nation and of the 


Republican movement 
Cumann na mBan, under Shelia Humphreys, developed a form of mild pam- 


phleteering under the title of Ghosts. They assisted also, in August, when it came to 


‘persuading afew Dublin business houses to remove Union Jacks flying to celebrate 


the resumed Tailteann Games. Letters were written to jurors appealing to their con- 
science, but stronger action - ultimately to prove damaging - came on January 23, 
1929, when John White, foreman of the jury in the Con Healy case, was gravely 
wounded in Terenure. On February 20, Albert Armstrong, who had given evidence 


against four young men who had removed a Union Jack, was shot dead at his home 


in Terenure. Slave minded jurors are responsible, said An Phoblacht, and are paying for 
their treachery. It did not however serve well the cause of persons accused because 
the authorities were seeking ways to abolish juries and would soon do so 

А General Army Convention of January 1929 resulted in no change of direction. 
Adjutant General Tom Daly from Kerry, brother of executed Charlie and May* 
retired because of ill health and was replaced by Donal O'Donoghue, followed later 


by Jim Killeen. By and large however the same dozen men remained in charge. 


* See their life story in Survivors 
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nation 


,and 


In ort 


Coulte 
would 


1inine there 


stentor 
an international congress Donnell 
on-Main, O'Donoghue 
roing to Berlin 
of keeping open a window upon a somewhat 
and influenced by world depression, a host 
Jed out 
Donal 
O Connor in the ascendant; The Friends « oviet Russia, the Irish | loyed 
Movement, The MW \ (поп; ag for ( d Freedom, The 
Irish Workers’ and | > Republican 
Within a short ie all of them 


nce, would coalesce with other groups or disappear 


1 leftward boost, if unreal, stayed constant. Mick Price 
vember 1930 and was escorted by Gerald O'Reilly and 
arrived wild geese, on a tour of initiation; not that Price 

required it. Maurice Twomey arrived shortly after, but the brief of the staid Twomey 


was to meet in and ensure that modest funds continued to flow 

On February 15, 1931 a General Army Convention in the home of Róisín Walsh, 
Dublin's Chief Librarian, committed the I.R.A to a new and radical movement, Saor 
Eire. O'Donnell and Dave Fitzgerald commenced at once to put together the basic 
tenets of a programn г submission to a national convention 

^ fortnight 1e organisation carried out its first official execution for 
many years; sadly but deservedly. Patrick J. Carroll, O.C No. 3 ¢ ompany, was iden- 

y 30, as an admitted government agent. A week later Supt 

Curtain, in Tipperary, initiated a treason case, when he set alight a chain reaction 
Curtin wrote to his commissioner arguing strongly against a jury trial-unavoidable 
in the circumstances-on what was a mere charge of drilling in the area of 
Soloheadbeg 

[wo hours after he had written his report the LR.A arrived and shot him. As the 


LR.A nudged forward in what was an avowedly anti-state campaign to intimidate 


policemen, prison warders - never a respected profession - and jury men, their con 


fidence and their numbers grew. Н.О, in a novel move, freed them to take cases foi 


ourts; numbers of them did just that to the great 
Eoin O' Dut 

п April 24, 1931; at these times he seemed mor: 

1g popular impetus behind the Movement and 


gthening of Fianna Fail it appeare 


it 
crumble 
was Bodenstown; and a Bodenstown 
who m Te the П 
ehtened in this case 
sean Russell 
; continued. In Dublin 
handcuffed to ailing. In Tipperary, in a 
John Ryan | V 'Ss's was taken from 
пот", Frank Ryan told reporters" 
py hunting ground of the Hotel Elliot, owned by Mrs. I 
t in September, Sean MacBride and Mike Fitzpatricl 
ling the first foun n conference 
vers met in the Iona Hall, North Gre: 
the Irish Working Farmers’ Group 


Council, was adopted unanimousl 


ind back sl ipped reminders, the deleg 


dy for the vigorous language 


to the traditional republicanism of 
from the seemingly unstoppabk vth of the LR 


ind applauded by th comfortable, the doctrine 


Sunday, October 18, a joint pastoral letter from 


‚і Saor Eire by name, and the LR.A by implication: the govern 


eh the Constitution (Amendment No. 17) Bill, inserting Article 2 


itution, and banning 12 organisations, many of them minuscule 


extent the bishops, had had their way. As a net result, 


C 


funds were sought in the U.S, although little 


round; mort 


lid. The only real response was an Anti-Imperialist 


more window smashing, on November 11 


Gilmore, held since April following the raid upon the 


ent before the new Military Tribunal, after an abortive attempt at 
iping from Mountjoy, in December. Frank Ryan, for seditious libel, Sean 
O'Farrell, Т.) 1, Shelia Humphreys ind a few zen lesser lights were also 
clapped behind bars; some on mere drilling charges. The government felt satisfied 
that thev were once again on top of the situation Facing a Eucharistic Congress in 


lune (St. Patrick being said to have arrived in Ireland 1 
1 Dominion Conference in Ottawa likely to last one month, confronted 


900 years before), and an 


Internationé 


t that time spokesmen could say things like that and have them printed too 
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Cumann na nGael with a dilemma; they could seek an electoral mandate in 
February 1932, or they could wait until October: they choose February. O’Donnell 
set the tone for the entire Movement with the slogan, Put Cosgrave Out 

An Army Council meeting in January, held in Dundrum, Co. Dublin, rescinded 
the General Order of 1927 prohibiting Volunteers working or voting in a Free State 
election. While support varied from constituency to constituency, in the main, LR.A 
support and the support from their families, was welcome and counted; especially 
when the dead in their legions were resurrected and the emigrants ghosted home. 
Impersonation, through the І.К.А influence, became part and parcel of the culture of 
ЕЕ. from then onwards. The country was in foul economic shape and the old war 
cries of 1923 sounded sour to the hungry. Although in the six years since its foun 


dation, Fianna Fáil had become a less radical and a somewhat less republican party, 


j ) 


yet they walked into power with 72 members to Cosgrave's 57. They were short of 
an overall majority, but the minuscule Labour Party, ever eager for patronage, 


would provide the lobby fodder De Valera now required. 
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Part Two: February 1932 to June 1936 


On March 9, 1932 Eamon De Valera was elected President of the Executive 


Council by 81 votes to 68. The election was appro ed by Governor-General Iame: 


Mac Neill whose office De Valera intended soon to abolish 
Promptly James Geoghegan, the new Minister for Justice, and Frank Aiken, th« 
new Minister for Defence, and lately - until November 1925 Chief of Staff of th« 


LR.A, went to Arbour Hill Military Prison to commence the formality for rel 


у 
the 20 men there all (except Gilmore) upon very short terms. Some three others, not 


LR.A, were 1 ised later 


)peration of Article 2 A (the Military Tribunal) was suspended on March 18 


Ernest Blythe had already called into Portobello Barracks, preceding Aiken, and 


warned the assembled Free State Army officers there that, as they had captured the 
Four Courts in June 1922 their task now was to capture the Minister for Defence 
Meanwl sat back; some of them awaiting a quick dismissal of the 
guilty ones, a recognition of the role of the LR.A itself and a rush down the road to 
secure the Republic Gilmore and Russell were invited, as representing two view 
points, to meet De Valera. His intention, he told them, was to secure the objectives 


of Document No.2, and there would be no real need henceforth for the Army 


Conversely, it was growing by leaps and bounds. It was a repetition of the sum 
mer of 1921 when all sorts joined, swelling the numbers beyond its organisational 


ability. Easter commemorations overflowed; the Bodenstown processions, with 


Fianna Fail prominent, stretched from Sallins to the graveside 
Ihe first Republican, Gerald Dempsey, arrested on a minor misdemeanour 


proved an embarrasment and was promptly released. On August 14, George 


Gilmore and Т]. Ryan were shot at and wounded near Kilrush. An inquiry, charged 


the C.LD, and the two later received compensation 


Saor Eire, in cold storage now for six months, was quietly forgotten. While 


Cumann na mBan's anti-British sweets campaign continued in a restrained way, a 
more violent anti-Bass boycott commenced. Through his No Free Speech for Traitors 


slogan Frank Ryan energised the fringe into bursting up Cumann na nGael street 


meetings. This in turn combined with real hardships caused by Britains's Economic 


War, resulted in the transformation of the club -like Army Comrades Association 


into a mass movement, know as the Blueshirts: it would have a short life but a trou- 
blesome one 

While the LR.A slipped into stunts and street fighting, De Valera, with caution 
and skill, was broadening his base; all the time edging the LR.A further off stage. By 


June he had abolished the Oath, and on July 1, commenced defaulting on the 


Annuities (while still making half payable by farmers into the national exchequer). 


the British clapped duties on Irish cattle while the Free State in turn put 


As forecast 
British goods. Mac Neill was replaced as Governor by 


taxes on newspapers and 
Donal Ó Buachalla of Maynooth, De Valera's Sean na 5c uab, to quote himself. Col. 
Neligan, the ‘butcher’ of Kerry was shifted to a pleasant post in the Dept. of Lands; 


‘twas all done in a masterly manner and without blood letting’. 
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Seizing his opportunity (being dependent heretofore upon the goodwill of the 
small Labour Party) De Valera called for January 24, 1933, a general election, intent 
upon achieving an overall majority. Once again the І.К.А had to decide whether to 
support him and, without saying so directly, they accorded him considerably greater 
support than they had done even in 1932. 

On the evening of January 7, a General Army Convention, summoned for the 
purpose, recommended that Oglaigh na hEireann work and vote against Cosgrave 
(Tom Gill, exiled in America, had returned to join the leadership). Two days later 
10wever, De Valera warned in Navan, that no section of the community would be 
allowed to arm. Conveniently the I.R.A ignored this small blip upon the horizon 

The result of the January 1933 election was a solid success; a gain of five seats for 
ianna Fail, with a loss of nine for Cumann na nGael; giving them the mystical 77 
seats in a house of 153. Fianna Fail made much of the concurrance of the tragic Civil 
War figure 77*. The recently formed Centre Party, under Frank Mac Dermot and 


ames Dillon, gained eleven seats, but that party in a few weeks would be subsumed 
into Cumann na nGael (by that time renamed United Ireland Party or Fine Gael) 

On February 22, De Valera dismissed Eoin O’Duffy as Commissioner of the 
Garda Siochana; although offered, and pressed to accept, a comparable civil service 
position he opted rather to take to himself the leadership of the A.C.A which on 
April 8, at Kilkenny, would adopt the Blueshirt uniform 

On July 20, O’Duffy ordered a name change to that of National Guard, fixing the 
date of Sunday, August 13, for a March on Rome type of excursion, being a massed 
trek through Dublin to Glasnevin via Merrion Square, commemorating the Treaty 
triad, Griffith, Collins, O'Higgins. 

Meanwhile, with the slogan, only Communism can liberate the masses; that minus 
cule party, the C.P reformed with the retitled Irish Worker's Voice, as its organ. 
Realising that this serpent must be crushed, sodality members and hundreds who 
were not, attacked over three nights, Connolly House in Great Strand Street, in 
March 1933, eventually wrecking it and burning a bedding factory next door for 
good measure. Madame Despard’s Irish Workers’ College at 63 Eccles Street was 
next for attention, but apart from broken glass, it escaped 

At the same time Frank Ryan, Mick Price. George Gilmore and Peadar O’Donnell 
were slipping through the country side raking up support for a new Saor Eire, to be 
titled Republican Congress; essentially it would be a left wing umbrella organisa 
tion. Using the O'Duffy march threat as a lever, De Valera confiscated all of the pri- 
vate revolvers licenced to former ministers, while Colonel Eamon Broy, replacing 


O'Duffy, recruited а S. Branch, largely of former І.К.А men, ostensibly to fight the 
Blueshirts. Dawn of Sunday August 13, found O'Duffy's march banned a few hours 


before and the parade route heavily guarded. The General ate humble pie in as 
much as it was a repeat of O'Connell's 1844 Clontarf all over again; the parade was 


cancelled 


* Although we know from Ernest Blythe the number of official executions was 84 or 85 
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Renaming his battalions the Young Ireland Association, O'Duffy was elevated 
leader of United Ireland (Fine Gael), incorporating the Centre Party, with Cosgrave, 
Dillon and Mac Dermott as vice-presidents; the party meanwhile being instructed in 
the weekly LInited Ireland on the corporate philosophy of professors James Hogan 
and Michael Tierney. 

Nothing could be more conducive to welding the LR.A into a solidly anti 
Blueshirt force; ignoring Fianna Fáil, its own leadership and England's continuing 
occupation of the North, it struck at Blueshirt parades wherever they could be 
found. The struggle between them became more bitter in the winter of 1933, through 
1934, before they disappeared altogether by 1935; the Blueshirt movement hav ing by 
then shot its bolt 

On September 21, an I R.A squad shot and wounded a member of the O’Duffy 
party in | Jingle; two days later they broke up a meeting in Limerick; on September 
30, the riot was repeated in С ork. In some areas the Blueshirts had to be conveyed 
to meetings for their own safety. Trees were uprooted, shots were fired and on 
October 6, at Tralee, O'Dutty suffered physical injury, while his meeting hall was 
continuously pummeled" On October 16, five persons were wounded when shots 
were fired into a Blueshirt dance at Woodford, Co. Galway. On Oc tober 19, Hugh 
O'Reilly and Frank O'Leary were shot at in Bandon, O'Reilly dying later. Twelve 
were arrested after the Tralee episode and sentenced to Arbour Hill for periods 
ranging trom four months to six months imprisonment 

On December 8, the Association was again banned and O'Duffy himself arrest 
ed in Westport although speedily released. An Phoblacht pointed out the soft fines 
and shorter sentences incurred by Blueshirts; as a result a December issue was sup 
pressed; its first suppression under Fianna Fail. Many in the Movement now 
inwardly wondered; were we wrong to support De Valera.? 

1934 brought a lessening of Blueshirt LR.A clashes. On January 4, a publican 


from Dunmanway died after a Christmas Eve mélée. On January 9, Two Blueshirts 


were robbed in Dundalk. On February 5, one, McGroary, pointed to the Republican 


concerned 


The following Sunday 11, a bomb demolished his house, shattering the street, 


and causing the death of his mother a fortnight later from shock. On the same day 


melee in Drogheda. On February 23, a bill, introduced in An Dail 
but the Senate, on March 21, rejected the bill. This gave De 


there was a wild 
prohibited uniforms, 
Valera his long sought opportunity to abolish it. [The new Constitution of 1937 cre- 
ated a Senate of a different sort in 1938] 

Along with his Special Branch, Frank Aiken announced a volunteer force; one 
shon off some old LR.A men seeking a сопу ivial job, while the other 


that would sit 


would wean the voung who might otherwise be tempted into Oglaigh na hEireann. 


also promised for property lost in the Tan and Civil Wars; 


Compensation was 
around the corner was the carrot of a 1934 Pension Act which would bring a boun- 


tv to anyone who play ed any part in the struggle up to the end of September 1923. 
Ihe LR.A and their followers were politically becalmed by these developments. 


*See Tomo Costelloe's account 
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Io some it would be a re run 
meaningless, as Fianna Fáil had 
womey and MacBride were unenthusiastic, 
while O'Donnell, apostle in was discounted by many. Mick Price's leftward 
resolution proved too far leftward even for them; he withdrew then in high dud 
geon 
d, O'Donnell proffered the Cong 
Ryan. By a small majority the dele 
Executive and Army Council gave it a thumbs down b 
Congress men (and women), it must have appeared that, although losers, they 
might still have half the Army in the country behind ther that they were to be 
seriously mistaken 
he inaugural meeting of Republican Congress gathered in Athlone on April 8, 
issuing a radical manifesto that called for a united front of Republican forces 
through which capitalism would be uprooted. They then spread the canard that the 
Economic War was being fought to serve Irish capitalism, choosing to overlook that 


what was at stake was the issue of Irish sovereignty. 


On April 11, a courtmartial chaired by Séan Russell, had dismissed O'Donnell 


and Price with ignominy. Shorn of all th e phrases the call for a Coneress......means 
nothing more than a! empt to form a political party, An Phoblacht declared 

Going their separate ways, Price attempted to organise a new Citizen Army; 
with Ryan, Gilmore, Roddy Connolly and Seamus McGowan. It was never to be a 
serious contender to the I.R.A, and eventually it disappeared; when, with head held 
high, Mick Price entered the Labour Party 

Meanwhile the Blueshirts, driven by the occasional hardships of being unable to 
sell cattle, had resorted to a campaign of withholding rates, annuity payments, clip- 
ping phone wires and blocking roads. These activities, never sufficiently wide 
spread to upset the nation, converted no one; and brought solace to no one. The big 
farmers could not be transformed into revolutionaries; both the Blueshirts and the 
[.R.A were now upon parallel paths leading politically downward 

On Monday, August 13, at Marsh's Yard, Cork, there was an auction of seized 
cattle. A lorry crashed the gate, and when men piled out, Branch gunmen stationed 
inside, opened fire, and a youth, Michael Lynch, was killed and seven others 
wounded. A League of Youth Congress of August 18, called at once upon farmers to 
cease paying rates and land annuities. The turbulence so far had been watched ner- 
vously by the solid men at the top of the movement but this call to lawlessness was 
edging them too far. 
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On August 31, the United Ireland Executive met and reined in O'Duffy, but this 
action was insufficient for Professor James Hogan who resigned. Commandant Ned 
Cronin then took control of the League, while the General retired to lead a short 
lived Corporate Party. Cronin was then quietly eased out so that the solid men at the 
top, the I Шоп, Cosgraves, Fitzgeralds, Costellos, O'Higgins, Mulcahys, could sink 
once more into their arm chairs. There would be no more windy hustings for them 

Republican Congress supposedly a force for unity - quickly proved the oppo 
site when its 186 delegates arrived at Rathmines Town Hall on Saturday and 
Sunday, September 29 and 30, 1934. Price, Nora and Roddy Connolly, called for a 
drive for a Workers’ Republic, while O’Donnell, Ryan, Gilmore, Bobbie and Frank 
Edwards but forward the more moderate sounding united front resolution. After a 
day long debate the latter won by 99 to 84; too close for comfort. Congress was shat 
tered; staggering along, its sole external semblance being its tiny tabloid new spaper 
into February 1936 

Meanwhile the LR.A had survived but with no clear direction, it was lapsing into 
stunts; burning the occasional imperialist’ film, removing cross channel newspa 
pers, and since now the Armistice parades were no longer what they were, they 
were scarcely worth upsetting. Long time О.С Leitrim, Sean O'Farrell, joined Fianna 
Fail: Michael Hilliard of Meath, resigned from G.H.Q, and eventually became a 
Minister for Defence; Sean Buckley, one of the fathers of County Cork 
Republicanism, swit« hed over to become a T.D. Downward through the ranks the 
same erosion continued 

Economically the country was in a poor way. Exports down from £36m in 1931 
to £18m in 1935. Cattle and calves being slaughtered since they could not be sold; 
industrial employment rising but not sufficiently to absorb the pool leaving the 
land. In an effort to find a role for itself the I.R.A commenced to intervene in strikes 


and popular disputes 
In one such, having been invited by the Town Tenants Association of 


Edgeworthstown on November 5, 1934, the 1.К.А held a public meeting during 
which the agent of the Saunderson Estate, Gerald More-O'I errell, was loudly threat- 
ened. On February 9, intent on roughing up the father, four men entered their home, 
Lisard, during a small dinner party. The son Richard wrestled a gun from a man's 
hand (or reached for one in a cabinet); shots were fired, one hitting the father was 
deflected: while another struck Richard who died twelve days later. Michael A 
Kelly the speech maker, was arrested together with Mick Ferguson, Jimmy Joe 
Reynolds, 'Nipper Shanley and Hughie Devine: the latter four on a capital charge. 


In a prolonged trial, the three however were found not guilty 
In Waterford, about the same time, January 1935, Bishop Kinnane sacked Frank 


Edwards from the Mount Sion Christian Brothers' School, following his highly pub- 
licised involvement in Congress and his participation in a builders' strike and a 


campaign to lower inne! city house rents. 


throu 
hund 
vernment 


or Bishop Kinnane 


On Mat " 1 poli swoop ¢ ed 43; ar g them Donr , Donal 
O'Donoghue ich А.К Гот Barry, Con Lehane, Tom Merrigan and Claude 
O'Loughli: were quickly ised, but Lehane and O'Donoghue, O'Loughlin, 
Barrv and nine other LR.A men were sentenced by the Military Tribunal, Lehane 

20 there 104 Б ublicans in prison 
explosion wer меу ound not guilty. А 
inte rrupted four young m painting a foot- 
Dame Street was summarily closed and An 

in uneasy existence, was suppressed 
ittention was switched northward. There had always 
tarian attacks against people perc« ived to | atholic in Belfast 
and the towns of the Lagan valley, Lu n, Lisburn and Portadown, but in June 1935 
›оп the small streets of working Catholics erupted in Belfast 


of murder, arson, looting, assaults and sniping in which 


t was unlike Dublin, ninety per cent ¢ itholic, had meant that the 


А in the North had always to play a defensive role 

In the it had been polarised against Billy Cosgrave, but in the North the 
enemv was Craigavon and the British. Some nationalists had continued to hope for 
a united Ireland, but the majority, after the Boundary Commission debacle of 1924, 


settled down and made their peace. 
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Breaking out politically in the November 1935 Westminister election, the LR.A, 
with abstentionist candidates, contested six seats, although they could hope only to 
win two. Breaking out militarily, Belfast I.R.A on December 27, eht to raid the 
armoury of Campbell College. The police were forewarned; a gun battle broke out 


and four activists were later arrested ward Mc Cartney, their O.C, was not 
defended and 1 ived ten years 
The other three were permitted to engage a defence lawyer, but the recognition 


of the system enraged С.Н.О which directed a court martial of О.С Anthony Lavery 


By defending the charges it was hoped to smoke out the police mole who had 


t of the drama was staged at his trial upstairs in the Craobh 


Ruadh Club at 1( wn Entry on April 15, 1936. Jim Killeen, Adjutant-General, and 
! 


Michael A. Kelly of ‹ 2, sat, attended by the Ulster leadership, Sean McCool, 
Iohn McAdams, Jimmy Steele, Charlie McGlade, Tony Lavery, with Liam Rice on 


armed guard outside the locked door. Half an hour later R.U.C rushed up the stairs 
M 


;eized Rice, and smashed in the door. In a treason felony trial on May 29, sentences 


totalling 48 vears were meted out, It was obvious by now that something was seri 


ously am it the top in Belfast Following this disaster Joe Hanna of Brigade Staff, 


in January 19 courtmartialled in a club near Bow Street, found guilty, taken 


out to waste ground and shot 
«t a General Army Convention in 1935, to counter the spalling away of its mem 


bership, G.H.O again considered a parliamentary move. The finished political ves 
rsnir " I 


sel. Cumann Poblachta na h-Eireann, an abstentionist party, was launched in 1936, 


National Secretary and Padraig Mac жап as Chairman 
Féin writ small, and to the cynical it seemed that anyone who 
moved from the physical force camp into politics was bound to ‘go wrong’; Fianna 


Fail and the Congress group were the despised ex imples of that 


› 


On Mar 4, 1936 at 9.30pm an [.В.А action squad with G.H.Q sanction (to 


warn only + Castletownshend, beyond Skibbereen, and shot dead, upon 


Admiral Boyle Somerville. He had given numerous refer- 


ences to 5 wishing to join the British navy, for long a tradition in Co. Cork, 


but the action was unwarranted. Less than one month later, on April 26, with G.H.O 
, execute, John Egan, a young man dubbed а police spy, was shot dead in 


last ties binding Oglaigh na h-Eireann to Fianna Fail 


sanction K 
І 


a street in Dungarvan. The 


snapped; on May 21, 1936, Maurice Twomey was arrested at his house, Home Farm 


Road, Glasnevin, under Article 2 


tenced to three vears and three months, portion of which was spent in Arbour Hill 


and the later portion in the Glasshouse 


On Tune 18, the IL.R.A was again declared an unlawful organisation and the annu- 


al eathering at Bodenstown banned for June 21. Support and membership had been 


A of the Constitution, and on June 19, he was sen- 


e the electoral honeymoon with Fianna Fáil was seen to have 


spalling away on 
ended: the latest measures brought a further withering [he Army faced a future of 


disarray, with its public support diminished 
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[.R.A. COMMAND; 1923-1938: 


Т. P. COOGA! UTHOR, THE I. R. A, 1972 Edition 


In July 1923, two months after defeat in the Civil War, the LR.A held a two day 
meeting at the Hotel Elliot, 64 Harcourt Street, at which organisational plans and a 
draft constitution were drawn up. It provided for an Executive of 16, elected bv 25 
provincia gates, from whom an Army Council of 7 would be chosen; four being 
from the Executive and three from outside members. The Executive should then 
appoint a Chief of Staff and he would appoint his own staff. A General Army 
Convention should be held each twelve months, consisting of the Executive, Army 
Council, H.O Staff, Divisional Commandants and members of their staffs and 
Brigade delegates. At a minimum these might number 60. (While women and girls 
had performed sterling service 1n the wars there was no provision for them on thes 
staffs: in latter years there would be provision). A simple form of oath was required 
from Volunteers; since the late thirties that was replaced by a declaration 

The leadership in 1923 and for years after (without listing provincial leaders) 
consisted of Frank Aiken, Andy Cooney, Maurice Twomey Mick Carolan, P.A 
Murrav, Sean Russell, Jim O’Donovan, Sean Moy lan, Sean Lemass, Tom Daly, Sean 
MacBride, Michael Price, Jim Killeen, Peadar O'Donnell, George Gilmore, David 
Fitzgerald, Ben Maguire, Mic К Fitzpatric k, Tomas OMaoléoin, Mick Kilroy, Tom 
Barrv, John Joe Sheehy and Dan Gleeson; most of whom had escaped arrest in the 

ise numbers of them most certainly would have been executed 


The princi reanisers chosen at the July meeting were Padraig McLogan 


Armagh, David Fitzgerald, from Tipperary and James Killeen from Longford 


| felt itself sufficiently cohesive to express its support for the 


trong Sinn Féin Party, then abstaining from ^n Dáil 


14 member 
[The Spike Islan і landing in ident of March 21, 1924 is touched upon by Coogan 


6, at Creagh, Co Tipperary, but one listed at Claremorris had 
the І.В.А]. On November 6, an attempt led by George Plunkett 


the Hill of Down railway station, failed, as the train had 


against 'British propaganda films’ was issued in 1925 and 
he late thirties. In the same year the H.Q of Mike Carolan 

Adelaide Road *, was raided; he and his secretary 

wrested and a pile of documents s« ized 
Phoblacht, official organ ot th 3.A appeared, edited by Р.) 


in a stepping up of activity when a jurv office was raided in 


vember, garda barracks in Cork, Co. Tipperary, Crumlin and 


raided as part of an int lligence gathering sweep 
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of Minister 
ir M illow by an 
| made | fr пу not of the right people, 


s, or for the perennial ‘illegal drilling’ charges. Serious 


claims « soners were proven in some 


In 2 Ji pal warder Robert Grace, of Mountjoy, was fired upon following 


complaints. There was the incident at Woodpark Lod; i, where agent 


Sean Harling shot dead Tim Coughlan. Intelligence раі е upon jurymen caused 


Florence McCarthy to be sentenced to six months in April. Grafton Street shops were 


entered, coinciding with Tailte 5, for flying Union Jacks that 


summer; pressure being maintained upon jurymen meanw!] 


Iohn White, a jurvman in Terenure, who had served in court in the case of Con 
on January 23, 192 \Ibert Armstrong was less 


iving evidence over a flag removal. D.O. T. O'Sullivan was 


üne in Co. Clare, while a companion D.O. ( Driscoll was wound 


of an ex-serviceman’s hall in Inchicore was blown off 


Sean Russell's hon yn the North Strand was raided on December 11; arms and 


ammunition being found. He received the remarkably mild sentence of three 


months i:gainst police continued through 1930 although with a mild 


attitude of c t-care-less. On July 17, another Mountjoy warder was penalised by 


being chained to the railings of the 'Black Church' at Mountjoy Street. On September 
as chained in Drumcondra with the inscription; ‘informer Farrell 
ns'. On November 23, Sergeant O'Regan, on protection duty at the 

home of the Cea omhairle (Speaker in Dáil) in Rathgar, was shot in the leg 
There was a tremendous upsurge in 1931 when, acco 
ould no longer deal with the LR.A and a regime close to mili 
After the discovery \ 'rs of dumps 


» Coogan, the nor 


mal proces 
| 

was res d to in the autumn 

p irr from Inchicore was shot dead in Crumlin, then largely open 


I 
on January 30. Police Superintendent Curtin was shot dead entering his home 


l'ipperary on Mar h 21 
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laile? 


e they made their hiding place, 


eer, 


ided Jim Larkin arrived back from ‹ year sentence 
he thereupon established a fragile link into the 
n child The Iris! 


suspension of habeas 
again picking up the threads of 
part created an unarmed police force, the Garda 


former К. arracks, with Eoin O’Duffy as their 


sfullv replaced the military, numbering 53,000, far more 
ш I 5 


зија afford 
| Richard Mulcahy announced that the army would be cut 
5 000 men. With alternative employment impossible to find 


alled Mutiny under Major-Gen. Liam Tobin and Colonel C.] 


^ Organisation, and centred upon former mem- 
; 


1 B, but hopes had died when Collins and his sut 


were content to work the Treaty 


chairman of this post-Treaty LR.B with Seán O Muirthile as 


uffv as treasurer. Joseph Mc ;rath, Minister for Industry апа 
Commer ; shown by his speedy resignation from ‹ abinet 
ommerct 


vien as His home was searched; elsewhere Dalton 
when the ! 


і Tol re arrested. Witl serave confined by illness, O'Higgins became act- 
obin W al t і t 


ata) 


| 1 utive Council. He denoun ed Mulcahy, in some way implic at 
> head ог ипу \ 

1 l ug was ац kly received back into govt rnment This 
C wri I lg ( ‹ not n Vi | | 
{ К turmoil wa thought, in July 1927, to have trigge red the assassination of 
our wet turmoli Was i gnt { 


ns, although, as we know, suc h was not the case 


limousine containing five LR.A volunteers (the colourful 
] ind Jeremiah Grey, from Barry's No. 1 Brigade, and two 


Donovan imes a 


Xhers) pulled into the wharf of the British base for Spike Island. Shouting, Up 


Tobin! Up Dalton! they fired upon a party killing one British soldier and wounding 
obin » Dalton! they пгес I i Ч 
; vas to provoke an onslaught by Britain, but as an LR.A feint, it 


эк 


25. The intention 
failed 


sutious conservative based his economic policies closely upon pre- 


Conor Foley 


vailing orthodox \ large proportion of his administration had held office under 
the ish; tl ш у was tied to sterling; credit was backed from London; апа 
lures closely resembled Westminister 
holding large armistice parades; the rate of 
une loyment climbed steadi y, while the returning Republicans found themselves 
boycotted for jobs 


Y 


Valera, af in eleven month sojourn, was released, and immedi 


By July 16, D« 
| self into the political fray. There were at th me only three long 
10m we shall shortly refer to 


з Six County government refused any co-operation in 


forming a 32 County Council under Articles 13 and 14 of the Treaty, and they 


refused to appoint a representative upon the Boundary Commission, about to be set 
Art 


up under i 2, and upon which so many nationalist hopes were set. Britain 
therefore appointed a representative for them, thus forming a 2:1 representation 

Rather than the expected transfer of whole counties the message now bs ing con- 
veyed was that its purpose would extend to no more than the adjustment of a few 
parishes 

On October 2 24 the North went to the polls in an election for the 
Westminister parliar De Valera was elected to South Down which he had held 
along with Clare in 1921. Eamon Donnelly was elected for South Armagh. Defeat in 
the Civil War had disheartened nationalists who now saw Sinn Féin, not as a party 
of hope, but as one associated with defeat. Crossing the Border resulted in De Valera 
being twice arrested; in Newry, and a day later in Derry. He refused to recognise the 
court and was sentenced to one months imprisonment. In the North as a whole 
Unionism won a decisive electoral victory. At the height of internment there were 
870 prisoners spread between Crumlin Road, Larne workhouse, the prison ship 
irgenta, Derry Jail and Newtownards. Sean MacBride, using a converted gun craft, 
planned a rescue from Larne, but the prisoners were released before it could pro- 
ceed”. All but three were free by the end of 1924 

On November 4 1924, Sinn Féin held its first Árd Fhéis since 1921, attended bv 
1300 delegates. Two weeks later five by-elections were held, the party winning two 
and increasing its vote in all. On March 11, 1925 nine by-elections were held but this 
time Sinn Féin managed only to win two. In April, elections held in the North 
showed a nationalist advance, while Sinn Féin shrank further. The Six Countv 
Nationalist Party was now a church dominated group with no accommodation in it 
for purely Republican representation They would oscillate over the next decades 
between attendance and non-attendance at Stormont, caused in part by the granite 
jawed hostility of the Black Preceptory men on the opposite benches, while 
Republicans pursued an entirely correct but inadequate policy of abstention. It thus 
preceded the day of the Armalite in one hand... 


1987 edition 


e, introduced his Treasonable 


| tat +} 


need not at this remove look askance 
30 subsequent of parliament, deemed 


untain 


would enact legislation infinitely more 


1 defeated had Sinn Féin entered Leinster House; De 

it. He understood more than anyone that Sinn Féin could not sus 
tely in self-imposed isolation. Police meanwhile harassed the LR.A 
iulthough some of these were ot short duration. David 


Fitzgera ranising the northern units, and Jim Killeen in the Midlands, were 


held in the spring. C.LD swooped in Dublin Bride, Aiken, Chief of Staff, 


Lemass ick Carolan, Director of Intelligence, were pulled in. That summer the 


» distracted, launched its weekly newspaper, An Phoblacht 


edited by P 
Entering Leinster House was now a subject of animated, if whispered, debate. In 
September George Plunkett and Andy Cooney confronted Aiken with their suspi 


jeptem 


ой Oglaigh па h-Eireann toward ' Free State Dail. He 
refused to give wel! but agreed to mak« a statement at › Convention 
N 1 
in моуеглрет 
t 


“an Russell, Director of Munitions, was wrested prior to the Convention. On 


November 6, George Plunkett tried to pull a stroke rescuing Killeen , but the train in 


tinv Hill of Down station pulled out before the armed party had arrived 


Frank Rvan, as a fiery orator and street fighter, was coming into prominence; at 


a Wolfe Tone commemoration 1n Belfast, pointing to the manv Union Jacks around 


the city he declare 1; we 


On November 14, in the Queen s Hotel Dalkey, Frank Aiken presented a new 


МА from л ] Г Hh 1 А I П 
re I come from tf we don i p them down, we shoot them down 


constitution to the Army, which the hundred and twenty odd delegates accepted. It 


streamlined the executive but it also forbade volunteers recognising the courts 


north or south wards evening, Peadat O'Donnell introduced a resolutio re 
5 п where 


by the Army would sever its connection w ith the Second Dail of Sinn Féin; in future 
acting under its own Executive At this point Plunkett demanded that Aiken make 
his long promised statement on the future political advance He obliged by admit- 
ting that an element in the leadership were considering that, if the Oath could be 
overcome, then the 48 T.D's should enter the Free State I )ail. In the subsequent tur- 


moil Aiken's supporters were removed from office and Andy Cooney was elected 
Chief of Staff in his place 


Three days later the annual 
amendment from Countess Markievicz and Sean Lemass post- 


Árd Fhéis of Sinn Féin was confronted with the same 


issue. A compromise 
poned discussion to an emergency Árd Fhéis, later fixed for January 1926 The LR.A 


f its most spectac ular cou 


meanwhile pulled of 
19 prisoners from Mountjoy; a coup organised by George ¢ лоте, with some assis- 


tance from Warder Tully on the inside, 
ed from old I.R:B solicitor, Henry Dixon. 


p since the Civil War in the rescue of 


and a committal warrant for three 'poachers' 


from Baltinglass obtair 
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On November 7 1925, the London Morning Post leaked the news that the 
Boundary Commission would be recommending, not entire counties, but the trans- 
fer only of strips of land from Fermanagh and Armagh, while taking a rich swathe 
of east Donegal into the North. Meanwhile Prime Minister Stanley Baldwin and the 
English Tory Party rowed in strongly against any sweeping exchange, while at the 
same time, propping up military strength in border areas. The British had had two 
representatives: their Justice Feetham keeping that side well informed while, per- 
versely, Eoin Mac Neill, consulted no one. On November 21, he resigned ahead of 
the publication in London of the findings. On December 3, after six days of hasty 
negotiations in London, it was agreed to suppress the Commission's report, and, 
quite extraordinarily, to throw upon Dublin the task of cx impensating for claims aris 
ing from the Tan War, while increasing payments to those who had had their man- 
sions burned at that time. The settlement involved a down payment of £150,000 and 
compensatory payments of £250,000 per annum over 60 years 

The following year it emerged that the government had secretly agreed to con- 
tinue the payment of land annuities which had already been waived for the North 
[he agreement was the origin of the expression attributed to W.T Cosgrave; ‘a 
damned good bargain’. 

[he emergency Ard Fhéis of Sinn Féin in January was a prelude only to the real 
thing on March 9, where a split seemed inevitable. De Valera moved the motion 


whereby entry became a question not of principle but of policy. Fr Michael 
+ 
{ 


O'Flanagan opposed with the resolution that it is incompatible to send representa- 
tives into an usurping legislature. This was carried by 223 to 218, but fell as a sub- 
stantive motion by 179 to 177. On simple voting strength De Valera won by two 
votes among the delegates, but as no one wanted that he and his supporters should 
go away, a follow up motion, that he was the greatest Irishman for a century (pro- 
posed by Fr. O’Flanagan and seconded by Mary MacSwiney) was passed unani- 
mously. There was no holding back however; on May 16, in the La Scala Theatre, the 
new party, Fianna Fáil , was formed 

Days earlier, George Gilmore pulled off a hat trick when he rescued Capt. Jack 
Keogh from Dundrum Asylum; a coup for which he was to be congratulated by De 
Valera from the stage of the La Scala 

Andy Cooney, intending to continue a medical career, took off for the U.S, seven 
months after his appointment as Chief of Staff and Maurice Twomey was appoint- 
ed acting in his place; quickly then being made permanent. In February 1926, Frank 
Ryan, accompanied by Cumann na mBan, stormed the Abbey Theatre stage in 
protest at an episode in Sean O'Casey's Plough and the Stars. This is the scene where 
volunteers prior to Easter Week enter a north side pub carrying the tricolour and 
accompanied by a prostitute. It would not raise an eyebrow now but 1926 was dif- 
ferent 

There were street fights with police, and a series of raids against moneylenders 
in which Fiona Plunkett, and other Cumann na mBan volunteers, along with Donal 
O'Donoghue and Mick Price were arrested Twomey was held in Westmeath on 
November 5, while Gilmore, in an Armistice Day riot, was clapped in, whereupon 
he received 18 months for the rescue in 1925 
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ght of December 14, 12 


therine’ exercise in which two guards were shot dead. As a result, 


entire G.H.Q staff were taken 1r in Phoblacht had one issue 
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ind another Public Safety Act was introduced 
124, Tames Larkin, for attending a conference in Moscow, was 

sport and General Workers’ Union, then under the influ 

his son, James junior, promptly formed the Workers’ Union 


enior, like many another Messiah, was notoriously hard to 


Fianna Fail held its first Ard Fhéis; as a party it seemed 


ia 
he future. A few weeks later De Valera joined MacBride 
it prison conditions 


d for June 9 1927, Fianna Fail ran a full raft of candidates; 


could run only 15. The results gave Cumann na 
Labour 22, Sinn Féin 5, Independent Republicans 
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selves at 
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il, N r of Justice and External Affairs 
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[шу 10, in an unofficial action, Kevin O'Higgins was assassinated 


[ \ ross Avenue Blackroc! Forthwith another Public Safety Act 
going to Mass ai I \ | 
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underneath 
On A ust 11, the 43 trusty men signed and entered the precincts behind thei: 
n Augus he 45 trusty 1 ‚ SIE а 
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lier Countess 
е Rotunda; City Hall being refused. Cosgrave's majority 


filed past her coffin 
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was now W Ving 


second electior by 
› members to Fianna Fail 's 57. Labour fell to 13; James 


а with 621 


Larl ton behalf of the Workers’ League but was disqualified as an 
arki | seat on bene i 


liscl і bankrupt. In November Oglaigh na h-Eireann held its annual 
ипа1ѕспагрес запкги| 1 

t sttended by some 80 delegates In the same month, Mick Fitzpatrick, 
Convention attended Dy » д 

| | travelled to Moscow where he was elected to the 


the Army Council, 
the Friends of Soviet Russia 
tension between individual I.R.A men and the garda force 


C.LD was under the control of David Neligan, 


representing 
presidium of 
28 saw increasing 


tate apparatus The 
informer although he may have been a double agent 


representing the 


to have been Collins’ key 
а 28 » Dartry Road, Sean Harling, a police agent оппепу in the LR.A, 
iccused of betraying a dump іп Glasnevin, found himself being арргоа‹ hed in the 
-— чк inch coated men. Dodging behind a gate pillar he fired at one, 
ич one of the trio who had assassinated Kevin 


mortally wounding Tim Coughlan, 


YH 1 months before. Five davs earlier volunteers fired upon the principal 
( iggins seven months t 


pposition L 
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ircular 
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y men 
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lle gt d cache of 


men in those 


riminat cuments er, assault 


November George Gilmore, out 
upon in 

formation of a 

link the LR.A 

the self 


na mBan; it was 
rem: ined dominant 
ck, one of the univers espected figures of Sinn Féin, 
' diminished Second Dail group 


and towards the 


launched her new Constitution, while the group 
and employment 


owilney 
Republican courts 
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пле! and of finance prt 


epublic and had 
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tion (located at 


4 Upper O'Connell ently), his 


British miners’ leac 


ranisation, was 


Gallacher, 
funded by 
sian Oil 
untry wide 
I ; prior 1 32 К was forced to 
mercial jealousy cannot therefore be 
29 O'Donnell and Mac I І \ г the second congress 
т 


Imperialism. Ryan and O’Donog! 


another in 
said t 


о have been re: 


rs in Russia 

e to commence the course. He was cold shouldered 
the O.G.P.U, found that | | been tailed by an 

| fficial, who, he 


as Croatian, Josip 
mary groups were being set up in tandem; the Irish Anti 
subsumed into the Irish Working Farmers’ Committee, a 
In November, Frank Ryan, still holding ties with U.C.D at 
a meeting objecting to the establishme 


Tribute 


eague, being one; later 
brainchild of O'Donnell 
Earlsfort Terrace, organised nt of an Officers 
Training ( within the College. He was supported by student lawyers Tadhg 
orbes who later, under Fianna Fail , was a prosecutor in the Military Tribunal. De 
Valera’s son Vivion attended, but excused himself later to the College 

In the same n 


authorities 
onth Oglaigh officer George Mooney was arrested followed by a 


raid on a ‘safe house’ of Sean Russell in which, according to the C.I.D account, a vast 
haul of maps, d 


document: 


ts and detonators were found 


the 
regime, while [ox 


Н parliament 


nabled the sash 
to one majority over t ubdued Catholics 
lid not nominate candidates 
movement in Belfast in the 
Most northern Catholi 
ler of Hibernians, and to thi 
r; it remained however a 
v and never selling land от perty to the other side 
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Anthony Lavery, Jimmy Steele, Francis Grimley 


bership of an illegal огра 
and Hugh Russell were acquitted; that the authorities considered the LR.A unim 


1 } | 
portant was evident in their awarding a mere three months to the fifth man John 
McGinh 


Th ill Street crash ushered in a five year era of depression acro 
| 


the US the western world. This was reflected in an already depressed Ireland 


( 
further devastated the economy. Cumann na nGael could 


' devastation mounted; a George O'Brien type of ortho 


wl 
WCTIt 


only 
financial expert of that day - could not provide an answer 


іол however continued to push the leadership further left- 
a short lived Revolutionary Party saw the light; of its 70 mem 
the top of the LR.A. Its secretary was Patrick Rooney, intelligence 
ide I 'ublin battalion. Cumann па mBan was said by the police to 


while Briscoe the Jew was close to the Reds. An Irish sex 


‚ Peasant Committee was formed with all the usual familiar 
Sean O'Farrell of Leitrim and Sean Hayes of Clare; in some 
ement was splattering the target rather than going for the bullseye 


» left to De V era to do that 


1 firm on 


itholics perceived Protestant 


different; Prote: 


Army, moved 
mmunist 
rained. In 
were addressing Clan meetings on the theme 
omintern directive moved fi г leftward, divor 


within the 


junior won 
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In February 1931 an Army Convention approved the launch of Saor Eire; its pro 
gramme would be when launched, to seek through agitation anc pol ns, to 
seize > commanding heights of the economy. 


opposed the hint of cl warfare in its stratee D ager atrick Ca ll, was exe 


jn January 30, 1931 s he had been a C and an activist in 

the Revolutio ry V › Є ystified many within the Movement 
On March 30, Sup urtin t dea I iry for pi ing too hard the case 
of illegal illing near Soloheadbeg. On April 23, two Trinity students stumbled 
upon an І.К.А camp within Lord Massey’s estate at Kilakee; it was to have conse 
quences for one George Gilmore. Cumann na mBan launched a campaign against 
imported sweets although Fianna Fail 's accession the following year would ensurt 
(until the sixties) that all sweets, and many manufactures would be made at home 
commemorations were the largest and r lourful since the 

Civil War. They would have been capped by an impressive throng at Bodenstown 
had not the gov nt, prodded by Neligan and O'Duffy, taken fright and banned 


it. Noneth ‚ in the surprisingly relaxed security situation that prevailed, by pri- 
vate bus, b id by footing it, over ten thousand arrived at cemetery. Fianna 
Fail took part in the banned parade; the previous November De Valera was even 
upon an anti-poppy platform in Dublin. Votes had to be garnered somehow and, as 
his 1932 results would show, there are no certainties in a Р.В election. He steered 
clear of radicalism however; he bore no taint of ‘communism’, although it had to be 
sedulously spread to counter it that he was a ‘daily communicant', as indeed he was 
Гот Mullins Т.Ю was disciplined in November 1930 for tabling what was thought 
to be a too radical resolution on unemployment 

Sub-editor Chris O'Sullivan was let slide from the Irisht Press іп 1935, ostensibly 


for a too left-ward approach in his editorial*. In June 1930 the party welcomed 


Cumann na nGael defector, James Geoghegan into the fold; elevating him later as 


Minister for Justice; and soon after as a High Court judge. On one occasion, about 
1930, Lemass remarked rather pertinently to O'Donnell; don't you see we stand to gain 


so long as we can't be accused of starting the turmoil 


by Hugh Oram 


n and others led a march upon Mountjoy in support of 
esulting from the uffles that followed, Ryan received a 


lin Tipperary 


rders continued to be chained t ulings, anc 


been a witness in the оће 2 lling case, was abduct 


in organi ational meeting о. Ke y, was held fora while; 


her preparations for the aun of Saor Eire which occurred on 
s not and could not be a coming together f political forces; 
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ive measures; the LR 
5 had been landed in Kerry 
George Gilmore and Cha: attempted an escape from 
pisto 5, while Sean Rus sell fluttered a red scart from a 


readiness. But it failed, as the objects thrown over 


their position for the party holding the rope ladder ready 
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yank 
Public Safety Bill, inserting Article 2 A into the 
roduced. It became law on October 1 ind twelve organisa 
tions, ma » shadows, were banned; but it included Oglaigh na h-Eire 
ann and th« Republican о: anisations except Sinn Féin. Backing it up, the 
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pastoral on the following day; evil association sinful and 

|. Rvan of Cranny, Co. Clare, Sean O'Farrell of Leitrim, Shelia 
of Dublin and Frank Ryan were swept in; cat and mouse had a field day 
ink Aiken and James Geoghegan called on March 10, 1932 to 


hen Fi 
ilv 23 were held, and most of them were on very short terms 
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а been a res 1 Itc 
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what to expect; it rose further, when on July 1, Dublin defaulted 
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Republican Congress 1934: 
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Encouraged by thes atements gunmen took 


when a Catholic publican was shot dead 
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[he heavily pickete d founding meeting - Athlone in April being an inauguration 
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Re public proposed by Price, Roddy and Nora Connolly, 


resolution from O’Donnell, Gilmore, Ryan and Frank 


The lat Уу rried by votes to 84, but the movement was irretrievably 
splintered. (Mc? fullan later had to leave Belfast) [he minuscule C.P.I group had 
| support; it was th sole group, apart from dissident repub 


under the umbrella. Its paper, Republican ( tress, survived fitfully 
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The Patriot Game: 1934 - 1936 
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dav Willie Gallacher, Scottish Communist М.Р, with Peada: 
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1935, Belfast I.R.A attempted a raid on the arsenal of the Officers 
[raining Corps in Campbell College; it fell apart in a gunfight and four volunteers 
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The Connolly Column: 1936 - 1939: 
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Irotsky and Lenin, as in Russia in 
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'osition, and the centre group 
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ime, was the murder by left wing 
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Army generals beforehand 


within a few days many soldiers 
› them seven generals 


his firing squads, among 
hat now followed was bitter and cruel 
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within the first week), but civilians on 
uted by the Nationalists in the 


more afterwards 
hat half of Spain were exec uted. Many of these 


killings were carried out in the most brutal fashion. On the 
tion was equally ft and summary; it would be difficult 
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bers Who 


The world powers declared against intervening 


000 Luft 


lutifully joined tl 
tay out of World War 


пу оге 


volunteer 
wing ideali 
ion of the army 
Ша of Ei 
ider) although they welcomed non communi 
{е in October, and fron el n mtinued in 
Iropean countries and 
10 in all could claim to ha 
or being the inspiratior 
to the Government of Spain w 
million dollars of war materials are said to 
Spaniards 


Moscow. Stalin's cautious foreign policy was reflected at h in purges which had 


a disruptive eft upon left wing people the world over. The disappearances, the 
confessions, the executions of his most trusted policy makers and g 5, includ 
ing many of his principals within Spain, Ovseenko, Berzin, Gail ‚ Orlov, dis 
heartened international communism 


rhe in-fighting going on between Communists and the powerful Trotskyists (P 


st critical period of the war, had a debilitating effect. Was this 
the witches cauldr n which Frank Ryan and his comrades, Peter Daly of Wexford 
R.M f Killarney, Michael O'Riordan of Cork, Paddy O'Daire of Donegal, 
Charlie Donnelly of Tyrone, Kit Conway of Tipperary, Dick ill and Bill Henry 
of Belfast, Joe Monks, Alex Digges, Mick Brennan, Jack Naltv, Jim Straney, Dan 
Boyle, Bill Beattie, and Tommy Patten of Achill - to mention onlv a few of them 


should have thrust themselves, even General O' Duffy and his 650 volunteers? It is 


doubtful, although it must be said that none of those who survived this bitter ууа! 


ever expressed the slightest tinge of regret for having taken part in it. Politics in 
Ireland were at a lo 


se end; for some of them there was nowhere to go but Spain 
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320 + 
sided way 


north and south 


ind retained its 
points were prt 

ints of 

5 founded 

yn (father 

he Dublin City 

shouted remarks 

Ch and 

General 

100 volunteers were sought. About the sams 

iss meeting in They continued to progress 
meetings ir igo and Longford, culminating in 
een on October 25: 2,000 Catholic Boy Scouts took part 

an Movement generally had their backs to the wall at 

f their leadership locked up, north and south. Barry had 

oing to Spain; there was nothing they could have done 


ind complex situation 


had visited Spain onlv weeks before the outbreak. They 


ters of Madrid and advocated volunteering though neither 


cruitment was t ntrusted to Bill Gannon (one of the three who 
[шу 1927). Frank Ryan was given the leader- 


reins in 


seemed not to wish to go. On November 5, a meeting 


lev was he 1а in the Engineers Hall, Dawson Street, in sup- 


st which Fr. Michael О Flanagan, Peadar O’Donnell and George 


de departed from Galway in November, while, in the 

ime m le of recruits to the International Brigade left Ireland, trav- 
эс еп 
They were quickly in action on the Cordoba front 


elling si 


Conor Foley 


in southern Spain, бр] as the James Connolly Unit within the British Battalion; 


losses were suffered and after a month they were moved northward to assist in a 


rt in any Irish being attached to a Brit battalion, especial- 

three ex-Black and Tan officers. By a narrow majority the 

remnant voted to join the American Abraham Lincoln Battalion. For the first time 

that ignorance about Ireland among the English left exceeded 

of Jarama south east of Madrid in February 1937, the government 

forces lost many thousands in defence; 19 were from the small Connolly Column, a 
group which never attained separate status 

Ryan, wounded, came home to Ireland in March, knowing that the cause was 


but returned - leaving Irish soil for the last time - to Spain in June. 


already hopel 
Withdrawn from Brunete, west of Madrid, the fragment of the British battalion, still 
with some Irish attached, were transferred northwards to Aragon where, the fol- 
lowing March, Frank Ryan was to be captured when in darkness he stumbled fol- 
lowing a breakthrough, upon a group of Italian tanks. There was little sympathy for 
the leftists, mostly anarchists and Trotskyists, who clashed - a war within a war 
with government forces in Barcelona during May 1937. They were considered poor 
soldiers, the Irish preferring communists for their organisational ability. 

That March, the Franco forces, broke through to the Mediterranean at Tortosa, 
splitting the Republic from Catalonia and from mainland Europe. It was in truth the 
end of the war although, out of desperation at the appalling fate in store for thou 
sands of them, republican forces fought on for another year until March 31, 1939 
Ryan, jailed with hundreds of others, lay incarcerated in Burgos, and was lucky not 
to have died as each morning nine were removed from the group for execution, 
(Voices were raised in Ireland on his behalf and after De Valera telegrammed 
General Franco, and with some aid from an Irish churchman, he was spared. The 
death sentence was commuted to thirty years imprisonment. De Valera could not 
deal directly with the government of Franco in Burgos as Irish minister Leopold 
Kerney was still accredited to the republican government which had moved to 
Valencia. As soon as the war ended, Kerney did all in his power to improve Ryan's 
situation, but, as we know, he was enabled to escape into France and thence to 
Germany on July 15, 1940, having spent twenty seven months in a Spanish prison 
He was to die of tuberculosis in Dresden on June 10, 1944.) 


;,eneral 
n the police informer 


impbell College raid 


ve service in the 


1 : 
is now about to 


na h-Eireann to launch a 


\blachta t outings in Galway and 
ulted in с however to hold 
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reports say susp nded). But tl ur was widely resented 
Volunteers since Novembe 
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G.H.Q by Collins as Director ol 


г 1920. Brought on to 1 


‚г 1913; a Dubliner and veteran of 


ymmanding the Secon 


on G.H.O until his courtmartial 


remained 
he was invited, or just went to the U.S.A, to meet 


nount a bombing campaign in Britain to force her to yield 
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ports. For leaving Ireland he was dismissed from 


permitting [hompsons to be captured in Co 
sore about that.) 


sutumn of 1936 the LR.A reeled. Michael Conway 


later reprie\ for killing John Egan in Dungarvan, while 
MacSwiney were imprisoned in the citadel 


irtain and Sean 
till, in which within wee ks, voung Sean Glynn would 


le such an attempt earlier 


^hearne had mat 
` "ha st 
November Convention in 


1 its height by the time о! the 
inn Poblachta was in disrepute; and when Tom 
proposed an early thrust into 


n the form of «ите 


Е Kilmichael and € rossbarry, rose and 
:s ereeted with acclamation MacBride, Chief of Staft for sc arcely six 
yointed Information Officer, with Mick 


O'Flaherty as Adjutant-General 


v stood down, being ар} 


months, willingly 

Fit zpatrick as Quartermaster General and Peadar 
adhe Lynch was brought from < ork to Dublin to give personal support to Barry, 
who, at the same time issued an order forbidding volunteers going to spain 


Conor Foley 


; its pur- 


while reference to 
been erased in Decen 1936, being neutralised as ‘an instrument ternal associa 
tion. The rushed Executive Authority 1 ade possible by the abdication of King 
Edward V111; England then being for 18 hours without a king 

In the run-up t referendum coercion was eased 
briefly to den the draft. At a demonstration cer 
old Liberty Hall, then then stood, an assembled LR 


by masses of police on M 14 Led by Barry, it was i 1 by a wounded Frank 


Ryan, briefly 
Bodenstown June 1937 saw 1500 gat to Wolfe Tone’s grave where formerly 
20,000 might have gathere he parade was led by the unbanned Cumann na тВап; 
›5 from the one hundred held north and south (the 
sixty or so prisoners in the south would shortly be released [ )e V 17 га 5 mods rate pro 
gramme was endorsed by the electorate, and there was now no possibility of « halleng 
ing Fianna Fail for the th ground. De facto, the 26 County state was now in lependent, 
a status S« lac Bride and his generation would soon recognise 
Barry, planning his northern offensive, decided upon a one-off strike at Gough 
Barracks in the city of Armagh. A 26-strong unit was assembled in Cork and would 
travel by train to Dundalk, being ferried northwards from ther: г security reasons 
northerners were not involved, but all the world seemed to know anvwav. At the last 
moment it was ca off, leaving the northerners furious and swinging them firmly 
refused to accept G.H.Q instructions because of MacBride's 
presence, causing Barry to dismiss him. O'Flaherty now began ict as Russell's cam 
paign manager; whose shadow soon loomed larger with the pre ipitate resignation of 
Barry. Mick Fitzpatrick, for the next twelve months stepped into the C.S shoes, though 
clearly as a stop-gap, pending the arrival of someone else 
\ agreement signed on April 5, 1938, was a further triumph for De 
Valera. For a once-off payment of ten million pounds all annuity arrears were wiped 
out, the treaty ports were handed over and the Economic War was ended. Britain had 
however recouped meanwhile around two thirds of the withheld annuities through 
І 


tariffs, and the 26 Counties still traded 90 per cent with the U.K while Irish unity 


remained as far away 


* De Valera in April 1937 secretly sent Joseph Walshe, Secretary ‹ 


f the Department of External 


Affairs to Rome to obtain the approval of Pope Pius X1 to a number of the religious articles of the 
РІ I 


draft constitution, not vet presented. In a series of meetings with Cardinal Pacelli, Secretary of 
X 


State, and the future Pius X11, Walshe learned to his dismay that the special position accorded to 
the Catholic Church (since removed from the Irish Constitution) had n lue, and so far as 
approval for the Constitution was concerned, the Pope's reply through Pacelli was; | do not 
approve, neither do I disapprove. I shall maintain silence. They failed also to reach agreement on the 


description of the other Christian churches 
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CHRONOLOGY: April 1923 to December 1938: 


ГНЕ PATH OF IRISH REPUBLICANISM MIRRORED IN THE TRACK OI 


IRISH NATIONAI 


AND WORLD EVENTS: 


YEAR 1923: April to December Inclusive: 


T 
s being bombarded. Who 
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ument was given 


is the surrender 


rorogued, illegally, on 
ight properly to 

g the election of 
notivated by 

1923; in not 

vil War; one 

» refused to 


ctacles, loot 


1 earlier letter to Liam Lynch 


an side who thought th« 


fire and 
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by Frank 


ch 
Ihe Horror of Civil War had not 
on by Oglaigh n Eirean і April 
iened by Frank Aiken, Chi day for that was M lay at no April 30 


Official Counting of Casualties: Belfast Figures Worst: The offi al figure for 


numbers killed ith 4000 wounded. In today erms the damage would 


pproach four and a ! МЕ billion pounds. Between July 1920 and July 1922, 453 peo- 
Crown force ind 416 wert 
157 Protestants and tw 
holics, a quarter of its p )pulati 
riven from their homes. Over 
irned looted an 1 wre¢ ked. ( 


1 61 civilians 
and fifteen were Pr 
pitcl he figure of Catholics ‘slaughtered in thei 
homes’ at almos i.e. not only in Belfast, but throughout the Six Counties. As 
Michael Farrell, i thern Ireland, the Orange State, ext sed it; the Catholic pop 
ulation - ever a soft target - had been beaten into submission 
Fr. Michael O'Flanagan and ‘Sceilg’, J. J. O'Kelly, were arrested i te April in 
Svdnev, Australia, and charged with engaging in sedition against the British 
Commonwealth. They w eased on bail. Sent first to the ( is delegates of the 
Republicar 
noticeably so in their efforts I ' contact with Catholic bishoy [hey had 


't at official level in Australia with hostility, 


arrived in March and had concentrated on Brisbane and Sydney 


Vears 


James Larkin Returns: After an absence of ilmost nine 


months of which were spent in Sing Sing, James Larkin, former General Secretary of 
the Irish Transport and General Workers' Union, returned to Ireland 

Boyle Ambush: A military patrol was ambushed outside Boyle on April 29; two 
soldiers being wounded. From now on reports of these exploits should be treated 
with reserve. The job security the war had afforded was welcome; not all of the Free 
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State forces sought an end 


by Denis Carroll 
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ІОН I І е thal 
Тот Greehy, Republican of 
I 111 


хр] 
Executions in Ennis 


be heard | 
Sean M 

1 toy that none 
blood on their 
ung men from 


were є 


f Charles Stewart 


John Howard Parnell 


“4 


Parnell M.1 
West Belfast: A by-electi ret а 1 РЈ. Woods, as an indep« ndent unionist 
n. official unionist, by a large majority 


King George V and Mussolini: On a cial visit to Rome, King George con 


thood \ rand Cross of the Order of the Bath on Signor Benito 


rainst Sir Joseph D 


ferred a Knig 


Mussolin 


g and army had installed him as prime minister 
was about to a sume complete powe! 


Francis Breen and John Foley, 28 years of age ind 25, from Co. Galway; they 


1 bank robbery in England, and sentenced; Breen to 20 years 


were convicted ог armeda paru 


and I They had pleaded tor deportation to Ireland on the basis that 


they 


Idiers of the Irish Republic but the request was not granted; 


1 until May 1930, when, with Bernard lago, on a similar 


Foley rema i imprisone 
arge, he was released. Francis 


Neil Plunkett’s Column: Troops from Blessingk 
to track down this column known to be hiding in the Lacken area 


Breen was released in December 1930," 
yn and Tallaght co-operated in a 


mountain | 
of County Wicklow. Following an exchange of fire lasting 40 minutes, the papers 


‚Е May 8, that the column h id escaped." 


reported n the evening ‹ 
Volunteer Tom Mackey of Tallow, was killed by ‘enemy 


Death of Tom Mackey: 
M He is buried at Knoc kanore, Co. Waterford 


forces’, on May 1U. rit 


1 reception іп 1930 in Roebuck Hot to Bernard lago and 


1987 edition for the Neil Plunkett O'Boyle column 


Chronology: April 


Ballybeg, Co. Meath: Six armed men burne¢ 
Northern Railw Ballvbeg, as г‹ ported 
Co. Tipperary: Reported on the same dav was the burning of the residence of Mr 
Bovle at Rockst 
West Cork: Troops mopping up In the last few days in the Gougane Barra area 
| \ t | O’Shea 
Patrick Pollard and John Darmody 
government announcement 
> no further peace talks with the ‘Irregulars’ at any 
ind the surrender of wea is was given as the prin 


аоууп 


Women Prisoners Esc 22 female prisoners escape don үү 9 from the North 


Dublin Union; 18 being quickly recapture 1. Thev had just been transferred from 
Kilmainhan Jail Still at larg vere air - * Kathleen Barry і laaffe 
and a Miss Duggar 
More Captures: Wit! he Republican Army disintegrating, and men willingly 
ing themselves up rather than starve in dug-outs, lists of capture w frequent- 
the following captures wer noted; Cornelius Mc Gonigle, 
Кота, near Dunboyne; Tim Mc Carth in Wright, and Tim 
| man named Maguire, in Kingscot im Carroll was arrest- 
elius Kelly, in Fermoy; John Fitzgerald ат ) OX Wert 
arrested also, near Fermoy 
Art O'Brien Extradited: Art O'Brien was removed 1 ler armed guard from 
Mountjoy to Kingstown on May 13, and placed on the mai t. At Holyhead he 
was taken under guard to London. Art O'Brien had been a highly placed personal- 
ity in the Republican government since 1919; acting unofficially at th« Imperial 
Conferences, with the Treaty delegation and on the Truce Commuttee That England 
should seek his extradition at this time was an ill- omen 
More Extraditions: The House of Lords, May 15, observed in a judgement, that 
in the case of Art O’Brien, his case should be dealt with by Mr. Bridgeman, Home 
Secretary, producing him for trial under habeas corpus. Kevin O Higgins, Minister for 
Justice, in sil. declared that if the British Government require d all 114 prison 
ers [they had been detained and deported from Britain in the earlier years] they 
could have 
More Captures: J. O'Leary and J. Mullone, from Macroom, were held; near Tulla, 
Co. Limerick, John and Thomas Mc Cormac k, and in Headford, Co. Galway, John 
and Francis Hardiman, and John Joyce were turned in 
Neil Plunkett O’ Boyle: The remnants of his column were captured and he him- 
self was shot dead, while surrendering to Roger Mc Corley (claiming descent from 
the legendary Roddy of Toome), on May 15, 1923, at Knocknadruce, south east of 
Valleymount, Co. Wicklow. Captured on that occasion were; Tim Conaty, Dublin; 
Chris Barry, Mullingar; Mick Collins, Dublin; Pat Reilly, of Hollywood (with whom 
this writer has spoken; as also with Roger Mc Corley); Barney Corcoran, of 


furrough, Leitrim; Pat 
Valleymount; John 
present, got away 
lunkett is buried at 
t in touch with rel 


аа been 


with Con Sulliv 
Sligo. Also, a Mr. Rogers i 
Manning, of Donaghmore, € 


of Dublin Street, Corl 


ork; Sullivar 


Art O'Brien: Released under и pus on May 17, was re-arrested and 
ged wi edit 1 and remanded 

Latest Arrests: Listed in the ра} f May 17, w Fitzgerald and Spillane, of 
ralee; Patrick Myles of Rathmor: Tom Concannon, escapee from Athlone barrack; 
Iohn Connolly and John King Roundstone; Tom Kyne and M 1 Corcoran, of 
Ballinaslot Fran Шал, arrested in West rt and Galway 
Patrick Toal, В. O' Fola id John Mc Donagh 


Deported: К 


in prisoners 
| 


а to Engl ind or 17 They had been 


he previous March. On arriving back to 


st were allowed to return to their homes oti 


Spring Show: Royal Dublin Society spring Show opened on May 17, with 
5500 attending 
Trim: | Costigan, a Republican officer, on May 17, at a hearing of the 
Central Crimir ( rt, was found not guilty of the attempted murder in 
Dunshaughlin of Free State Army officer, by name Ben Dunne, on April 24, 1922 


Fiona Plunkett was held in Co 
ion ‘important documents and a map 
U.S Inferno: 
blaze in Camden, South ( arolina, on May 
Prime Minister Bonar Law resigned, May 
Lord of the Treasury President Cosgrave expressed 


Mavo; she was said to have had in her posses 


y women and children, were т fter a school 
18 


20, for health reasons. He was suc- 


inley Baldwin, First 
his regret at ‘the loss ОЇ : great leader 
More Captures: Listed in the papers oi Mav 19, were; J. Byrne, of 
Shanvalleymotr Ferm 
O'Sullivan and J. Molloy in Galway 
in Waterford, W. Simpson Crohane; 


"Té 


ov, and M. O'Brien, of Skehanagh; in Claremorris, P. 
Tom Doherty, W. Lafan, John Joyce and S. King; 
Iohn Mc Grath of Limeric k citv; Joe Leahy and 


Tom O'Sullivan 


Free State Deports 9: Seven of these 9 were escorted, on May 18, by ES officers 


nce by Tom Heavey їп survivors 1987 edition. Also, Neil's entire 


1994, by Pádraig O Baoighill 


were 


.vlemort 

Round-Ups and Captures 

st & 1 west; in Munster and nnacht 

Volunteer Mc Nicholas (or Mc Nichols) of Kilkelly, w 
while being conveyed to Kiltimagh, to have snatched a rifl 
wounded 

Queen's University: 
gratulated on their рет 

Mohill: Patrick K 
cumstances in Dissly 

More Captures: Includ in t list « y 21 Nurse of New Inn 
William Dwyer of Litt n Dan Foley, and Mrs. Peg Kenny laremorris; Murray 
of Cork city; Arthur Heapes, of Summ Michael anc n Sullivan of Co 
Cork; Pat O'Br Mick } key, Jim Rya rry Mooney; al { pperary, and 
John Kenny of Killy 

Sean F. Quinn, The Milest › уугу, was shot in ап affray with К : dying 


later on May 22 ind i yu I t lary s Cemetery 
More Captures: The list of № 21, includes John Hayes an y Sullivan 
irrested in Castletownbere; J. Colbert and T. O'Brien, from Kilkelly, Co. Mayo; Sally 
Covle and David Prendergast, from near Claremorris. In Cork, Dineen of Millstreet 
was held 
Girls Moved: Nine female prisoners were move d from Galway ublin, in a 
report of May 22. They included Fiona Plunkett, Doctor E. Murphy and Mrs. Delap 


in the course 


Thundering Denunciations: Dr. Daniel Cohalan Bish 


of the Civil War - as he had during the Tan struggle - continued make stinging 
attacks upon t Republican forces. Now that the struggle was concluded, his 
attacks continued more strongly than ever. At Confirmation in St. Finbarr's on May 
20, he paid 'a hearty tribute' to the government. A day later at St. Peter and Paul's, 
the Army was lauded; they had landed at Passage in August, and ‘with 200 troops 
had cleared up Munster 

Collinstown, Co. Westmeath: Panic was caused in this small village on May 20, 
during a public meeting, when troops arrived and took up positions on tht outskirts 
with machine guns pointed into the crowd 

A Deadly Encounter: A report of May 21, told of two soldiers outside Kiltimagh 
being approached by a man in uniform whom they appeared to know. After walking 


a short distance, he whipped out a gun, shooting опе dead. The companion, seeing 
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nists said to be in control of Gelsenkirchen, a report 
Free State was seeking a 


list included, Fallon of Claremorris O'Malley of Leitrim; 


Long, John Moore and Mick Loftus, of Rutland Street, 


at Keogh Barracks, form« rly Richmond, Inchicore 
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Sheehan. They had еѕса 
Northern Budget: Th« 


iget for the North 


innounced 


\ d £13,193,000, including ution to the 


on May 28, the Di 


Imperial Ехсһедиет 
! {ап inques | Free 5tate 


| pers of Mav 30 carried a report 


Inquest Report: 
hot dead in Ballina, following a four times challeng; 


oldie I 
Executions in Tuam: of Mav 31, reported that Michael Murphy, of 
rannagh, Co. G iy, and Joseph О’ Rourke, of Coxtaun, C« had been tried 
robbery from the 


in Tuam;* charged with 


olicitor Noel O'Donoghu« detailed 
› mer three were | ot appre 
xecution, and faced it May 30 
re hand 
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ere received by their relative ind биг unt sug 
rtunate to have been apprehen led by n arrest 
ind tried under civil law, it is unlikely that they ild have been 


у 


hidden v г, tine 
Ship Collision e cross cl teamer, Grafic, and the cargo st Balsam, 
collided in Belfast Lough. There w rts of some injuries; the Balsam was later 
i ed 
Denis Ryan of Tipperary Town, died of wounds re d i tion on January 


Lingering until June 4, he 1s buried 


Bulgaria: A report of June 11, told of a rev jit th with the cabinet arrested, and 


pret t 


Joe Healy of Ardnaree Ballina, was slain by State forces 5, and is 


uried Dal 
Dan Downey of Dundalk died on June 1 sa result of ill-t in Tintown, 
Belgium: King Albert, и ort of Ji | ccepted the decision of his cabinet 
ірл 
Court Changes: In line with amendments aire ly noted, the Judiciary 
) | 1 »f District Courts, 
y of nine jurors 


і Juries were abol 


Public Safety Bill Introduced: A Public Safet mergency) Bill was introduced 
for the continued detention ої 12,UU\ Republicans. It was 
у Brien and Eamonn 


Е lifetime of the State 


Vonne t 


Releases: in prisoners had been 


| То v Pr I wo days D - пе t ng iV rice Sweeney, C« 


Shot Dead: Patrick Grant was repor ine 22, shot dea he Armagh bot 
hv Fx | 1 [ 


ES Ministers List: After ! death of Arthur Griffith in August, 1922 the gov 
President of the Executive 


airs was Kevin O'Higgins 
four other members of the 
and Commerce; Eoin Mac 
Affairs; and General Richard 
not members of the 


al Government; 


Var period note d, 780 post 


les cut down. Raids had 


Chronology: April 1923 to December 1938 


Mick Radford of Tomhaggard was killed in action on June 22, and is buried at 


Murrinstown, С Vexford. Seven Republicans resting in a farmhouse at Sleedagh, 
l 


were surrounded by a big force of Staters; five fought their way out, one being held 

Maire Comerford: A report of June 23 noted that she was now 22 days on 
hunger strike. She was released from Kilmainham six days later 

Releases: 20 political prisoners were released in Cork 

Fr. Michael O'Flanagan and 'Sceilg', in a report of June 27, were discharged 
from prison after being « harged with sedition, but were released only on a bond 
raised by Archbishop Mannix, for six weeks, pending deportation. Archbishop 
Mannix had generously assisted in their defence on a series of wild charges 


Releases: A statement of June 28, listed numbers released 


Junt 
here were still more than 11,000 held 
Ihe Movement Generally: Both Sinn Féin, as a participant in the Government 
of the Republic, and the І.К.А, although defeated, with its leaders executed, or 
imprisoned, maintai , each, their organisational framework inta 


» months after the conclusion of the Civil War 


en, Chief of Staff 
ommdüdt-Gen. Liam Pilkington, О.С 3rd. Western Division 
ommdüdt-Gen. Sean Hyde, Assistant Chief of Staff 
| Carolan, Director of Intelligence 
nin, Director of Purchases 


\ djutant-General 


O.C 2nd. Southern Division 
О.С 2nd. Brigade, 4th. Western Di 
Quarter Master, Cork 1, Briga 
Ist. Southern Divisio 
Kerry 2 Brigade; substituting f 


) 


ommdt-Gen. Tom Maguire, O.C 2nd. Western Division 


Commdt. S us Robinson, was listed as absent 
All of these men were still being sought after and on the run from state forces 
[heir carefully drafted minutes show repeated concern г глет! being forced 
to emigrate to America. Within a few years some of thes icers would retire into 
civilian life, or move into Fianna Fail, while some w | remain in Oglaigh na h 
Eireann. Gener [om Maguire, in Survivors, gives an insight into a headquarters 
house at that time at 70 Harcourt Road. The Elliot Hotel at 64 Harcourt Street, and 
O’Mahony it 31 and 32 Gardiner Place, were other favoured meeting places for 
the comr 


On the side the shadow government, Eamon De Valera was recognised and 


greeted deferentially as President, enjoying the allegience of 44 non- sitting Dail 


members, m f whom were elected in December 1918; others in May 1921 and 


lepartu 


[he Arrest of John Mac Peake in 


Clonmel Escapees: 


Dockers' Strike: 


Secret Session: 


Commission 


With pel 
Wicklow Jail: Ї 


German Inflation: 


Nora Connolly Action: li 


U.S President Harding Dies: President W 


Calvin to 


Henry Mc Entee 


Glasgow 


rie 


June 28; on 


for trial 


< publicans 
ylward anc 


ran 


hree million 
t one pound 


near value 


mmander-in 


Thursday. As a 


Senate. Kevin 


1 
ernment would be 


1 
rien and Eamonn 


rency [ )wers 


25, OF Lenno» 
son 
e killing by 


› Free State 


Indemnity Bill: 


Sie lf 
Dail Dissolved 


1 11 
ha been mu 


Germany: 


Riot 


De Valera Arrested: 


hiring 
being 
unt to 
newal of 
Mac Ne 


y Unwilling to Co-Operate: D1 


Eamonn Donnelly Arrested: Alth« 
| теа M 
113 иш Ft 

Cork City Shooting: 


Numbers Released 


Arbour Hill 


Director 


James Waters 


Behaviour 


Ballvcastle, Co. Mayo 
y 


› hunger 


Joseph Whitty of Wexford Town: 


Killinicl 


10.,20 on the 


Ambush: 
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istleconnell, Co. Limerick 
ilready )bserv ed 
| 


ubi 
attacks on posts 


not occurred 
Earthquake in Japan: Th leath toll, following an extensive earthquake on 

September 4, exceeded 58, dead, with 200,000 dwellings « 

Malachy Muldoon, barrister, was arrested in Dublin, ir 


Muldoon had spoken on in Féin platform in north Mayo, and wa 


iser in sou 
С.В. Collins, on Cork Harbour Board, described as a well known К publican, 


s arrested on September 5, while attending a meeting of the Board 


Mick Ganly of Kilkerrin: Killings continued even though th« 
ended four months before. Early in September Mick Ganly of north Co. Galway was 


st illegedly, he had failed to halt when called upon ¢ lose 


to midnight ог 
Arrested in recent days wt Frank Mulherin and | 
Roscommotr id James Baird, LT. G. W.U organiser in Waterfor 


LES New League Member: On Monday, September 10, the | 


unanimously voted into membership. Mr. Co 
Irish 

Dock Strike in Dublin: The strike g widespread hardshij s at this tim« 
over three thousand from the inner city worked there, was now in its twelfth week 
with no sig 

Spain: irm garrisons in a number of cities spontaneously seize 1 power, 
although Madrid rem d loyal to the government 

Italv to Evacuate Corfu: Italy had agreed to evacuate Corfu within days on a 

" 


hat Greece would bring to justice the killers of General Tellini 


ind his officer 


Philip Cosgrave Elected: 33 Dail members were sworn, in a report of » ptember 
A mong them was Philip Cosgrave, brother of President Cosgravs who had held 
Mountjoy, and whom Реайат Donnell described in 

brother of the new states prime minister . Не was refer 

sided in St. James Street, and who would not long 

1 he died on October 22 iptain Dermot M« 
Manus, whom Tom Heavey described, also Survivors, as ‘а mean f d ex-British 
officer from Kiltimag succeeded Paudeen O'Keefe as Governor. Both Governor 
and Deputy, were given heavily to drinking whiskey while in charge of the prison 


Paudeen O'Keefe, Clerk of the Dail: Mountjoy Deputy-Goverr Paudeen was 


appointed at t ime time, Clerk of the Dail, a cushy numb with a civilian, 


Fitzpatrick, as Deputy-Governor replacing him Paudeen, as a former Secretary ої 
Sinn Féin, had 11 tries, mostly from his Sinn Féin past, in Survivors, but is best 


ly, in the Truce period, to an inquiry from a journ ilist of the 


remembered 1 his rep 
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London 
he hissed; reven е Jasus, revenge аа: onnell 'aking in Survivor 

period in Mountjoy under him, almost 60 years described him as a tubby little 
man, scarcely fitt uniform, but given to flashes o ide humour, alternated 


with curses and epithets 
еа Tt гас anna | hi r that f 
Spain: It was ann d at this time, that following the dissolution of the 


a military dictatorship had taken over under Primo Miguel de 


{ remain in paternalistic control of the nation until January 1930 


Rivera; he w uld 


Fourth Dail Meets: ТЇ urth Dail met on September 19 Michael Hayes was 


1 1 2 үү! { 
elected Ceann Comh pointed President of 


the Executive Coun 
Dan Breen Released: Dan Breen, not d guerrilla fighter from Tipperary, was 


d from Mountjoy after a short hunger strike, on September 23, and brought 


There would be two ells in Lile's name 


when some 
Escape: | ^ ks iccording to a 


ystello, Macken and 
umes were frequently 


men fearing to give then 


^ raid took place at t 


rs made off with unito 


Dusseldorf: ommunists left 


ind many wounded 


Arrested in Athlone, in à rej f г 1, were Tom Keogh 


Keos vas said to have I wounded 


Pre 
Mannion and Jennings 
Shots in Sackville Street: 


|] Street, random shots w fired. No casualties were reported, nor was th« 


sackville Street, later 


An Imperial Conference ‹ 


period, every fout 


Attempted Escape: 
] А } 


ur Repul ut was foiled by 
Seamus O’ Rourke Tinahely: Sinn Féin orga 


four men in a note October 3. He was returned 
Germany: The governme nt resigned | continuing wave of 


strikes and protests istav Stresemann appea d likelv to form the new govern 


ment 


Patrick Mulrennan of I iscaul, 
] | hobbies in the compound of Custumt Barracks, Athlon: 


four miles south of illehadereen, was shot and 


[. Lawlor, accompanied on the 


| Sean Mc Keon, on ( )ctober 6 


I inspec 
Dock Strikes: The 3x month strike in Dundalk was settled on October 8. Hopes 
| 1 strikes in Dublin and Cork would soon ilso be settled 
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Billy Myles of Tralee: Civil War actions continued in some areas. On October 11 
s killed in an ambush at С heen on the road to Dingle. 
Rath Cemetery, Tralee 
Noel Lemass Body: Abducted by Free State agents July 3, his body was found 
ch Mount opularly known as the Featherbed, on October 12. Forensic 
examination later showed, apart from hi a broken jaw, and a broken arm, he 
had been 

Mallow: President Cosgrave, on October 15, opened the repaired rail viaduct, 
breached in mid-August, in the Civil War. The repair meant that a direct train ser 

vice was once more restored between Cork and Dublin 
Mass Hunger Strike: 300 prisoners in Mountjoy commenced, on October 10, a 


hunger strike in protest at their continued detention 


Inquest Adjourned: The inquest on the death of Noel Lemass opened on 


15, and was adjourned 
Berlin Scenes: A report of Octob 7, described ugly scenes between police and 
throngs of unemployed. The police used bayonets to break up the groups, at the 
ne time firing over their heads 
The Sinn Féin Ard Fhéis opened in Dublin, in the Mansion House, on October 
m centred for a time on the mass hunger strike. Mary Mac Swiney sug 


ill Republicans abstained from liquor it would hurt the Free State 


if 
juer. On financial matters, it was announced that £2,040 had been lodged in 
is recommended therefore that £300 should be made over to the 
ittee. Eamon De Valera w re elected President of Sinn 
remaining in the mind of his followers, President of the Republic. A pol 
ing passive resistance towards the Free ite was outlined and adopt 
ed. The meeting then adjourned to enable attendance at the funeral of Noel Lemass 
Robert De Courcey: Councillor Robert De Courcey, a jailed Republican, was 
elected Mayor of Limerick, in a report of October 18 
Ard Fhéis Resumes: The Ard Fhéis ended on the following evening with a 
march tow: Arbour Hill; that was blocked, however, by military at Sarsfield 
Quay. At a concert in the Mansion House, it was announced that 440 prisoners were 
strike, while in the last two weeks there had been 28 releases from 
13 more were pending, but prisoners were refusing to answer their 
Hes 
Removed to Curragh: Over 100 prisoners were remoy on October 18, from 
Mountjoy, to the Curragh, in an apparent effort to break the strike. It had the oppo 
is prisoners there joined in. It must be said however, that a mass hunger 
ven then, considered to be a bad strategy, as many could not stay upon 
In a matter of days, 1300 men had joined the strike in the Curragh 
Shoot Out: Three men, involved in a robbery in Castleknock, were arrested afte: 
iar Dunsink, with C.LD; one of whom was shot dead; He was Tom 
formerly a 1916 volunteer. The arrested men re identified as dispatch 
rs of the Free State Army 


Charlestown, Co. Mayo: Michael Frain, a private i Fr ate Army, was 


trial on October 21, on a charge of robbing the Hibernian Bank of £5,000 


Germany: | 


id been alre 


Dublin Dockers: 


Demobilisation: | 
[ wi ( \ it ths time 
Mass Hunger Strike: TI 


| " 
he nu 


18. They 
' tunnelling 
M Daithi O'Donoghut 
Lemass Inquest Conclusion: A resumed 'st on October 23, the jury 
I | the medical evidence 
not sufficient evidence to sat- 
onvinced however that armed force: 
al and d ippearance of Noel Lemas 


\ the Irish Transport and 


Dockers' Strike Over: Aft upporters of Jim Larkin ir 
| | preventing a ballot on October 23, the sex 


ind Cork. (Larkin was at 


Dublin Metropolitan 
rintendent, and based 
ind O'Driscoll, of Oriel 


others would be raised to 


1 


mall village was raided on 


l'oirnaffilla, W. Limerick: The 
by five rmed vho finding othing worthwhile, rode away on 
| the guards. Three men were late arrested 


' 
Monivea, Co. Galway: The led by six armed men on 
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October 24. Uniforms and bicycles were taken 

Leaders Removed: Four of the Republican leadership were remov ed from 
Mountjoy to Kilmainham at this time; Austin Stack, Ernie O Malley, Eamonn 
Donnelly and Frank Gallagher. 

Toirnaffilla Aftermath: Three men held for this action were named as Sheehan, 
Wren and Cripps 

Mass Hunger Strike: The latest from Sinn Féin, was that there were now 7033 on 


strike, with the numbers disposed as follows:- 
” 


Mountjoy 

Cork Jail 

North Dublin Union (Women) 
Dundalk Jail 

Kilkenny Jail 


l'intown 1,2,3 Curragh 


Newbridge Barrack 

Gormanstown Camp 

Harepark Camp 

Blythe Visits Hunger Strikers: On a date later in this month, as related to this 
writer by Professor K. B Nowlan, Ernest Blythe, then Minister for Finance, visited 
Newbridge Barrack, meeting representatives of the hunger striking prisoners. As 
told to Kevin Nowlan on an evening in March 1959; ‘I went to Newbridge and I met 
a party of them there'. "We are not going to force feed you, but if you die we won't 
waste coffins on you; you will be put in orange boxes and vou will be buried in 
unconsecrated ground. So have sense, and come off it 

Eamonn Donnelly: In a report of Oc tober 27, Eamonn Donnelly lost his appeal 
in the Court of Appeal against the refusal of a writ of habeas corpu addressed to th« 
Lord Chief Justice on September 23 

Test of Strength: In a South County Dublin bye-election, Mr Kennedy, for the 
government, defeated the Republican candidate; 23676 to 11502 

South Africa: It was announced that the Earl of Athlone had been appointed 
Governor-General, and Commander-in-Chief of the Union 

Off Hunger Strike: The inevitable had commenced to happen by Octobe: 
with men one by one giving up the strike. According to government sources, 1360 


20. 


men had resumed taking food 

Robbed: James Hora, one of the disbanded C.I.D men, was struck on the head in 
Hume Street, and had his revolver taken. 

Cork Offered a Deal: 1493 prisoners w ho had ended their hunger strike in Cork, 
were offered a deal, according to Sinn Féin. 33 would be released in 48 hours; and 
the remainder within three weeks. It was already evident that a process of phased 
release was about to commence 

To Hang: William Downes, a despatch rider with the Free State Army, arrested 
following the shooting dead of Thomas Fitzpatrick, a С.11 ) driver on September 19, 
was sentenced on October 29, to hang. Before sentence was passed, the prisoner 
pleaded that cruel treatment in Oriel House had induced him to sign a statement 


admitting guilt 


Bonar Law Dies: The death took pla »ndon ‹ !ctober 30, of former Тогу 
prim I nd у Law iad Opposed lrish Home 
Rule in 1 He was 65. Bonar 

idership especially to 


Turkey: N \ ета! (Ata А itional ass v, declared 


l'urkev a republic on ( 
John Hogan of € lare was sentenced at this time to h for the murder of James 
llinan on Octobe 1, 1922, during the vil War, wit ogan then an active LR.A 
or mercy. The execution date 
one week later, commuted to 
in Maryborough, John 
come to power 


Hunger Strike: Whil fter 15 days, more 


Germany: п inflation rising, апа an 


South Tip ontinuing searches and 


Sean Morrissey, Mick 


Film Censorship 
Foot and Mouth: Irish 


then di "vered 


John Keogh Recaptured: Ke 


1 as a soldier, five 


Revolt in Bavaria: Five revolutionaries, one nam 1 Adolf Hitler, backed by sup 


porters Minister of Bavaria 
Nicholas Corcoran: Corco! |! Republican prisoner, м 
[ V r1 155151 in 0 removal of a barricade оп the Cork 


15 one of a group who 


rht be booby trapped and for this 


in the unds cht 1 
policeman Daniel Do le, in court for wilful mur- 
d intended only to fire over 


ice of 20 minutes the jury 
not noted in Last Post 


ned a verdict of 
Munich Putsch: Hitler's attempted beet cellar putsch was reported crushed on 


N Һет ) 


before Charlestown, Co. Mayo, 


Norah Kelly, of Tannagh. The саѕє 


Michael Mc Intyre w 


ith tl 


as rescued by several 


irmed глет 
Dick Hume of Camolin, Co. We 
ber 9. after being taking from Tintown No 3 to the Curragh Hospital 


November 
Owen Boyle, Burtonport Newbridge Camp on November 13. He is 


xford although not on hunger strike, died on 


buried on Сп | 


ember 1938 


Nobel Prize: 1 1923 Nobel prize literature was awarded in mid 
November to W Yeat he prize was valued £7,500. Yeats was at this time restor- 
ing the castle ‚ти is 1 

" 
vorth 


British Parliament Dissolved: ter one у‹ ' parliament of Westminister 


у vember 17. The election was fi for December ind the new 


was dissolved 
parliament would meet on January 8 
Shots in Ballsbridge: One of three men shot i£ an attempted rob 


1 la У] was named as Patrick 


ll on Monday 21, died two d: 


in Bal 
¢ The other two remained in h 
Prisoner Numbers Down: It was officially stated « , r 21, that the num 
etained at various centres was down to 60UU of whom, after 
r strike 


Andy Sullivan of Mallow died on hunger strike in Mountjoy November 22 


ie is interred in Mallow 
The Body of Commdt. Denis Barry: The governm« "port of November 
? refused to hand over for burial, the body of Denis Barry, of krock, Co. Cork, 
ivs on hunger strike in Newbridge Camp. Kk hard Mulcahy, 
statement, said that Denis Barry's remains would be 
n official premises of the state. Within five days however, the decision 
was unsustainable, as B аа not been convicted of a crime) 
es. his remains lay in state overnight in the Town Hall Newbridge 
(Droichead Nua), being removed on the day following t rk, where they were 
red in St. Finbarr's Republican Plot 


Hunger Strike Ends: With prisoners now being 


upwards of three nore having died as a result of the st it was brought to an 


end on November 23, 41 days after commencement Mavo man Tom Derrig, and ex 


British Army man and friend of Childers, David Robinson, both from Kilmainham, 
and Lia irtv from Mountjoy, visited the units in Нагерагі the Curragh and 


Gormanstown, directing them to come off Gerald Boland, who had persevered, 


quoting ble where Our Lord had fasted for 40 days and 40 nights, 


xpresse his satis tion with the outcome.” 


Cardinal Logue, on November 18, in à rare а‹ knowledgemer existence of 


1 hope for the early release of all those ‘not guilty of 


эг strike; which they had 


one some hours berore 


Private P. J. Carroll was courtmartialled lins Barracks, Dublin, on 


ember 22, charge th receiving a letter in Mot y with the intention of 


NOV 


elivering it to the addressee 


£10 m Free State Loan: A prospectus was published November 24, from 


Ernest Bly Minister for Finance, seeking subscriptions from the public, and from 


on Caoimhín 
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1 114 hs } 1 - 
› loan would be, he said, an insurance against a renewal 


End of Foot and Mouth: British ports reopened on November 26, to Irish cattle 
Kilmore, Ballinasloe: This small garda barrack was attacked on November 2 


eventually beaten off. As already observed, this, and 


have been carried out by dissident soldiers concerned 


la 


by armed civilians, who wer 


many other 


Бош the wind-down of the Army 
William Downes Hanged: The former A lis h rider, convicted for the 
ip of Inspector Thomas Fitzgerald, on October 19, was hanged in 


murder in a hold І 


Mountjoy on November 
Sergeant James Woods of Scartaglen barrack, near Castleisland, was shot dur- 
id on December 4. Six masked men wer involved. Sergeant Woods, aged 22. 


11 
тоет f Assistant Commissioner Woods. The occurrence was an internal 


Free ate апап 
Killimor, Co. Galway: The ick was attacked the night of December 5; 
1 ] ers, after firing 200 shots, withdrew 


two guards Dein} 


British Election: The resul 


Present Positior lefore Dissolution 


І +} н 
December 6, were as follows 


eight women. Winston Churchill failed to secure a seat 


cartaglen: Armed and masked men entered his home on 


Ie was shot dead a short distance away. This was linked 


he inciden 


Case Dropped in London: Т! 


seditiou v. on December 9, for which Thomas Joyce and Art O'Brien had 


Director or Prosecutions dropped the case of 


been extr 


i А . | 
Con Horan from Castleisland Area: He 
nen entered, and attempted to remove him from his 


was shot and wounded on the night of 


nen armed I 


ippeared conne ted with the Scartaglen affair 


Baldwin to Remain: | failing to secure a parliamentary majority, Stanley 
Baldwin announced that he would remain as Prime Minister. King George V was 


informed 

Exhumation: The exhumation of th bodies of three English officers, and their 
took place cember 11, at Kilgobnet, near Macroom. The party had 
\ pril 1922, prior to the Civil War. The bodies were found buried 
bad land | on top of each other e remains were removed from 


Scartaglen Echo: An officer and six men of the Free State Army were irrested in 
n I 1 


; the attack and incidents іп Scartaglen. The officer 


соту еї 


1+ T2 
)es r 
1 1; 


for l nemployed: It was announced in An Dail on Dec mber 14, that a sum 


Help 


spent upon road improvement, to assist the unem 


ploye 1; па тп 
War Memorial: 


norial to the 2 


12 ) Commuted, he 


pune 


Patrick Mc Gurk, in a Dublir 
onth ГОТ iducing Fr State 


King George of Greece, son ‹ 


direction 1 


Не генте 


country. Н К 
Kerry: Further Echo of Scartaglen: The 


Thomas 


it ite evidence 


Neill agreed to give stat 
J. Sullivan of Kilgarvan: It was 
, h id be« n 


rt porte 


name, on the run 
Failed To Answer: A Free State Army captain w 

urragh Сап Friday, Deceml 18, у 
1: At Ponsonby Bart 


Corporal Shot Deac 
xd n 


en into custody 
is time, Private Fitzgerald was shot 


Monaghan Death: In Monaghan town at thi 
1 | лиѕеа by gunshot wounds, but 


dead. At the inquest, the jury found that de: 
show how that had ox rved how 


there was! viden 
ever that there wa viden lrink an disciplii vere rife on the occasion 
Sequel to Corporal's Death: James Killoran, was charged, on Dec mber 22 


the mur accused 


Say, re pl ed 


with 
had anything to 


name is O’Brien from Wexford 


December 22 


ler of Corporal Johnston. The 


dge District Sessions on 


of Cork City, died on December 22 


rke 
Republican Plot 
Joseph Lacey: of Blackwater, Co. Wexford, died as ilt of the Curragh hunger 


4, and was buried at Blackwater 


led і 


геглапаеа t1 


George Ви 


strike on December 
15 ¢ harged 


Monaghan Sequel: Private James 


Graham 
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with the murder of Private Fitzgerald. He was removed to Dundalk Jail 
Releases: The authorities announced on December 28, that they had released 166 


prisoners on ЧІ à ve, holding 1866 in custody nong those released were 
Madame Markievicz and Alderman Charles Murphy of Dublin 

Lieut. Gaffney Sought: Capt. Mc Clean, was arrested in Tralee in December, 
charged with having harboured Lieut. Gaffney. The police expressed confidence that 
they would soon have Gaftney 

Co. Mayo: Tom Carney, a small farmer, of Cloonsfallagh, Co. Mayo, was shot 


d at his home on December 27. Local people were at a loss to suggest a motive. 


Other Republican Deaths: The following five death occurred in the closing 


months of 1923. They are noted, without dates, or other details, in Last Post 


Frank, Scramogi Xoscommon: died of wounds on Quaker 
met 
| 


buried in Powerstown 


'owerstown: shot by stat while a prisoner, and is buried in 
Clonmel 
lied ona 
Landers 
So closed 1923; year seven after tl т uprisi 
77 Executions: An Incorrect Figure: Although the number of official executions 


h Free Stat 1 192 


2 and 1923 has been widely accepted as 
Higgins, Wolfe Tone Annual, of 1937, where they are 


and carefully numbered up to 77, it is an incorrect fig 


1 to Michael } 


Mac 
ver 80, but that the Department of Defence should have the 
ime to this writer recently through Professor 

rejection in a referendum by the elec 

Kevin Nowlan, with others, joined 

where Radio 

convivial circumstances, the party 

:cussion which, with Blythe in a talkative mood, 

Civil War. On the numbers officially executed 


aid he in his rasping northern accent, it was not 77, it 


Unauthorised Murders: Brian O'Higgins, in the same issue, lists by name 113 
уша well be somewhat more than that. Indeed, in these 


cutions were carefully recorded - it could b« 


from, ES parties determined to pay off old 


a 


оппа з defendain 


homes of our 5175; 


с nronok 


CHRONOLOGY: THE YEAR 1924: 
Councillor R. de Courcy of Limerick: In a letter to the Lord Mayor of Dublin 


blished January 1; | sident Cosegraw said that the ivor of Limerick, К. De 


‘ourcy, an internet 
Kilworth, Co. ¢ 
a 
Ardfinnan: 
Ifinnan was raked 
U. S. Disputed Funds: John Finnerty, tl New rk lawyer, had an interview 
as in connection with lit 
to which the government 
Wagner, of the New York 
stin Stack not be allowed 


ontinuing its claim. Mr 


Finne 


Scartaglen I cho: I in connection with the 


sted in Liverpool, a: 


5, Canon David Keane 


The Pope, 
op of Limerick. He f Glin 


| report ', Captain Mc Clean and Captain 
discharged by District Justice 


Officers Discharged: In 


! 
{ 1 of harbouring 


she, accused 


| г! V | ew і n rde ) 
Arraigned: Private 1 Leen was Chal W wilful murder of Thomas 
on January 8 
nal 
Gaffney Arrested: Lieut ar of a house in North 
з - 


Dublin г General O'Daly, with a 


yf troop 


Submarine Disaster: ihe itish submarine L. 24, was rammed while on 
; by the battleship Resolution. Lying in thirty 
manoeuvre \ ; 

т cumbed 


fathoms of wate! 


Disputed Funds: 
I c +» JL with! г: а Stack. Present also was Ernest 


Xf January 12, refers to John Finnerty, U.S lawyer, con 
W 
to Coogan in his De Valera these 


prison on each occasion - were 


{ Y vay, was found guilty as report- 
West Galway: Mi 


and was fined twenty pounds, or, in 


into recognisances, and was 
default, one | 


imprisoned 


Public Safety Act: On irv 16, the Free State 1 its pow- 
ers to imprison милот i Att e same time the pre charging 
Volunteers v ated in military operati offences 


Peake was sentenced to f 


unde! 
| 


er 
16 


101 moured сат the Republicans 


ver! 1 


hanc 


Deaths of 9 Volunteers Noted: In the I Í V 
| d below, died at different times from its effects, от 


ime nint 


Volunteers 


Irom rt 


noted; he 


buried in 5 
William Murphy 


1150 1 


; commemorated оп May 4; he м is buried 


on onin, a 


city die and 
in Plot 
resulted in 


| result of 


lied 


Republicar 

Possessing Arms: 
January 18 
officer of the Fre: 

Rail Strike in Britain: 
it » be ап ted on 


зесте‹ 


No Confidence: 


lefeat for 


XT. 
I 


Resigns: B 
Donald, Labour leader, was sent tor. He pron ру announ ed 


He would last until O 


nation. R 
in would 


the names ‹ 
return wit 
vich), died January 21, 


Ivanov, he was at tl 


Lenin, 
from Mos 


Scartaglen Trial: The trial of the five men involve 


үп was moved from Tralee to Dublin. Their 
»a: Private M. O’Shea and D. Brosnan 


Thomas Вгоѕт 


Leen; 5ergt " 

Rail Strike Ends: A nine day rail strike ended in Вт 

Belfast Municipal Aerodrome: A municipal aerodrome ! ehts into and out 
r 


of Belfast, with grass runways, was established this month at Malone 
Baltinglass: A garda, O'Halloran, was shot during a bank robbery in Baltinglass 
Taken to the military hospital at Curragh, Garda 


at 2 p m on January 2 


O'Halloran later died 
Argenta Internees Moved: All of the internees aboard, numberin 


moved at this time from Larne Lough to ( rumlin Road, Belfast. The 


one hundred 


and one, were 
government announced that the Argenta, a timber vessel, was n ' required 
of road workers, at the 


Mullingar Fracas: A proposal to reduce the wages 


ebruary 1, 


verturned, inside the 


urraghba hlone, was charged in Athk strict Cou 

George Fitzgerald, Curras y, Athlone, w rs і Athlone District Court 
l nembers of the garda, 
bing himself as an officer 

ТА 


[ В.А, Fitzgerald refused to recognis court. He was returned for trial 


Garda O Halloran: His remains were inte rred at + on Februarv 29. In atten 


missioner, General Eoin O'Duffy ivic guards are ready to 


TI the people's wish', he declared 
\ Refuge for Irregulars? The Free Stat Minister for Defence, Richard Mulcahy, 
на recently that the Six ( ities hi given sanctuary to wanted Irregulars 
Ruttledge, Acting President of 

no different to 26 County 


Woodrow Wilson, late sident of t S, died on February 3, in Washington 


icceeded by War ding ‹ followed by John Calvin 
Coolids 
Fianna Kidnap? John Francis h f Bride Street, in inner Dublin, was 
ianded in custody, in a report of February 7, charged with the attempted kidnap 
{ 4 Marshalsea Lane, in order to force him to attended a parade 
f Fianna in Crumlin. Fianna was lescribed in court as the junior wing of the L.R.A 
Duke of York to Visit: His Royal 1 lighness, the Duke of York, (later King George 
V1. and father of Queen Elizabeth 11), visited I st in February, to lay the founda- 
tion ston ! new museum and art gallery at Botanic Gardens. In the five decades 
of its existence the Unionist government sought on every occasion to invite royalty 
to the citv, and on every occasion royalty complied 
Westminister and Ireland: Joe Devlin M.P, whose wish was that the new Six 
Countv state be accepted by Catholics, reported to his close friend, Bishop Patrick 
O'Donnell of Raphoe, (later ‹ ardinal), that he was shocked by ‘the very, very bitter 
spirit’ towards nationalist Ireland that prevailed in the mother of Parliaments.” 
Dublin And Cork Still Ruinous: While the lower part of O’Connell Street had 
commenced rebuilding in 1920, the Gresham Hotel and its surroundings were still 
in a ruinous condition. Plans for recommencement, and of Patrick Street, Cork, and 
also of bridges throughout the country, were still on paper 
Gresham Award: The Recorder of Dublin awarded the hotel company, in a 
report of February 7. the sum of £93,550, to cover loss of buildings, furniture and 
stock destroyed in July 1922 7 
Baltinglass Case: In а report о! February 12, evidence was presented against 
Jack O'Be irne 11 Ushers Island, and Daniel Hegarty of Kilcock, charged with the 


] f ja O'Halloran, at Baltinglass. They were remanded for a further two 
murder of Garda { ап, г g 


*Fron talism, by Eamon Phoenix 
rom ul 


Chronology: The Year 1924 


days. On reappearing, further ev idence not being presented, they were discharged 
Cahir Healy, M.P, released from internment, on February 11, was prohibited 
from entering the western part of Co Fermanagh. Cahir Healy M.P (1877- 1970) 
would be again interned « g World War Two. As a Nationalist of long standing, 
he was ac tively di ked by Sir Basil Brooke, with whom he sh теа the county 
Scartaglen Trial: Lieut. Gattney and Private Michael O'Shea, went on trial on 
Februarv 14, at Green 5treet, c harged with the murder of mas Brosnan. Robert 
Mc Neill, James Mc Cusker and Daniel Brosnan had been indicted for complicity but 
were discharge ergeant M. O'Shea and Private Denis Leen, als charged, had 


their cases put ba Á 


Lieut. Gaffney To Hang? Late upon the night of the second day of his trial in 


1 


Green Street, Lieut Gatfney was found guilty of the murder ot Thomas Brosnan. He 
was sentenced to hang on March 13; the jury recommended mercy 

Private O’Shea was found not guilty, but was re manded upon another charge 
I ive day 5 late: Private Denis Leen was сопу icted of the hargt and sente nced also 
to death I ate of execution was fixed for March 20.Sergeant M. O'Shea was 
found not guilty, but was put back to appear upon another charge. The death sen 
tences on Li пеу and on Private Denis Leen were later commuted to life 

Lieut. John Joe Cosgrave was found guilty, in a report of Februarv 24, of shoot 
ing John Sweeney, in Athlone, on September 25 д ith intent to kill him. Put 
back for sentence he was, days later, bound to the peace and released 

James Larkin v LT.G.W.U: 1 irkin lost the case wherein he had sought to recov 
er his position in the Union he had founded. The major portion of the costs wer 
awarded against him. Larkin had departe d on what was expected to be a short term 
visit to the 1 in 1914. Involved in left wing socialism, ind in sympathy with the 
Bolshevik revolution, he was arrested in the infamous Palmer raids of 1920, and sen- 
tenced to ten years on a criminal anarchy charge Released early in 1923, he returned 
to Ireland, but роже meanwhile in the Trans t Union had passed to William 
O’Brien,* a competent official, but one who was very different trom the volatile 
Larkin 

South Dublin Bye-Election: There were three candidates at the close of nomi 
nations on March 1; Sean Lemass, for 5inn Féin; John O'Neill, Independent 
Protectionist; and James O'Mara for Cumann na nGael 

John ‘Flyer’ Nyhan together with Tom Lane, was charged at Clonakilty on 
March 5 i complicity in three murders; Michael Keany, District Inspector at 
Clonakil Februarv 1922; Robert Nagle, of Barrack Street, < lonakilty, in February 


1922; Jerome 1 Y ackenduff, in January 1923. He was charged also with the 


removal of documents. He was re manded until March 20. Tom Lane was remanded 


1 but І respected him We regarded him then as the Leni of the Labour 
ved that Bill O'Brien and company would mobilise and move forward. 1 
I found that they too supported the Treaty a > with all the other reac 
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Army Mutiny: A report larch 
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were said t 1 
nounced t day, that General O'Duffy 
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Joe Mc Grath Resigns: It was ; inced { 
і 1 had resigned from government. A number of 


1 rmv 


ter iustry and ! 
\ , their resignations. The second in com 


it Baldonnel aerodrome 


‘ch 12, a verdict of murder wa 


vho died from wounds inflicted 


red on the аеагп о і \ 
Central Police Station, Brunswick Street, (Pearse Street) on February 29 
і nGael, won this sea 


South Dublin City Result: James O 
| 17.196 votes, to Se n Lemass at 13 А 

At n 'sday, March 19, Devlin's public house, 
surrounded by troops. 40 men wert 


Ihe Mutiny (continued): 
ten lorries, two armoured 


et, at оо Parne ll Stree 


The officer in 
rrave. Joe М‹ 


ito bein phone 
" Some shots were fired 


men 


including Commdt. Joe Dolan. 
adv made their escape. Kevin O'Higgins, 


› that the raid on Devlin's was unau 


the day following 
ral O'Duffy. The Executive Council, 


of Lieut- Gen. Sean М‹ 


sienation 

\ djutant- General; Lieut-Gen 

The Executive Council also recommend 
gn his position as Minister for 


ed that General Richard 
| | 'siened before receiving the notifica 


Detence 
it Devlin's public house were named as; Col 


Frank Thornton; Commdt. Pat Mc Crae; 
ommdt. Joe Dolan; Commdt. Bob 


tion 


Officers Named: Those 
Chris O'Malley; Col 


wrested 


Jame lattery; Col 
Commat Shanahan; Ex-Commidt. 1 eahy; ¢ 
Halpin; ( Griffin; Commdt. Charlie Byrne, A D.C to the President; 
Halpin пп, 


Patrick 


Lieut. Michael Collins 
Manv of those named were ‘old Collins men 
quad 
General Mc Mahon Refused to resign his post 


commission was cancelled 


New Appointments: [he following appointments 


ment of March 21 


{ 


Major-General Sweeney, Chief of Staff 

Major-General G. Horgan, G C Eastern Command, Dublin 

Major-General S. Mc Keon, G.O.C Western Command Athlone 

Major-Gene Brennan, G.O.C Southern Command, Cork 

Major-General P. Mc Mahon, G.O.C Curragh Command 

Col. Hugo Mc Neill, Adjutant-General 

Col. F. Cronin, Quartermaster-General 

Armed Raid at Ballintubber: Armed men raided, ipon the night of March 
16, the home of John Connolly, in a search for arms; his sister only being present 


1 іп the darkness of the exteri 


Unexpectedly returning, he found hims« If confrontec 
or, and, in the confusion, was shot dead 

Batt O'Connor Elected: The government candidate, Donnybrook hous builder 
Batt O'Connor, was declared, on March 21, elected to the vacancy for Co! Jublin. В 
O'Connor, 24,491; Sean Mc Entee, 12,679. These two by-election defe vere caus 
ing De Valera to review the Sinn Féin policy of abstaining from entering the Dáil in 
Kildare Street 

Free State Army Mutiny: The most sensational event of 1924 was, of course, the 
Army Mutiny, or so-called mutiny, since no mutiny as such took place The official 
Department of Justice report records that Joseph Mc Grath, Minister for Industry 
and Commerce, resigned on March 7, and then for March 9, (although matters had 
been developing before that), it notes that the result of the reorganisation scheme of 
the Army involved the demobilisation of 900 officers, and the reduction to the ranks 
of some of those retained 

Major-General Liam Tobin and Colonel Charles Dalton" had demanded the 
removal of the Army Council and the suspension of demobilisation; at the same 
time charging the government with pursuing a policy ‘not reconcilable with the 
Irish people's acceptance of the Treaty’. Orders were issued at once for their arrest, 
and several houses were searched for them. In the provinces, members of the Army 
absconded with some arms, ammunition and equipment 

On March 10, General Eoin O'Duffy, as noted, was appointed С.О.С. On March 
17. a statement was issued that arms carried from military barracks must be 
returned by March 22, and the persons concerned should surrender at the same 
time. On March 19, a serious incident (as already noted) took place at Devlin's pub- 
lic house, 68 Parnell Street. (The house is demolished since 1970, but until then, a 
void, or secret room, could be discerned above the ceiling of the bar. Dev lin's, with 
Kirwan's pub, Vaughan's Hotel, Barry's, O'Mahony's and others in that area, was a 
resort of Michael Collins, and many others of the leadership.) Laying siege for 12 


The letter to Cosgrave (We claim Michael Collins as our leader...) is quoted in Kevin 
liggins, by Terence De Vere White. A faction against a faction, was his description of the two 
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ck, on March 29 


Shots in Sackville Street: During a meeting in (later) O'Connell Street, seeking 
| , I nd addressed by James Larkin, shots were heard from the 
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12 of th reatv, broke up in Downing Stree \ рот | Oo April Z5 


nion, and ( 


sgrave, and Kevin 
rs to materially alte: 
| 
1 being 


ispect 


harged, in a report Mav 9, with 


Dublin Metropolitan Police, on 


Gas Worker's Strike: Dublin gas workers had been on s or a week on 


19. Thev requested Jan Larkin to negotiate f iem a result, William O'Brien, 


onnt 


May 


h Transport at пет 'rs Union, withdrew from the negotiation 
Carrick on Suir: A vic guards, Sergeant Thomas 


геро, on the border with 


1 man named Sonny Dwyer. Griffin died in Clonmel 


it the inquest, it declared that Sonny 

, Sergt Thomas Griffin 

' to Sonny Dwyer, 

| ocked, shots were fired without 

int fell wounded; later dying. Guard Morrin was also severt 


dving five months later. Meanwhile Sonny Dwyer escaped to America 


Two ES Officers Killed: The bodies of two officers 
ioth had been shot in the head. They were James Whelan 


were found at Upper Dargk 


wed 2 Brav, and James Finn, aged 26, of North Strand, Dublin 

Wanted Man Shot Dead: Denis Hayes said to be a wanted man, was shot dead 
уу soldiers, а ev's Cross, near Nenagh, as reported on May 20. He was found to 
have been carrving two revolvers. He is not listed, by oversight, in Last Post 
Dockers Strike: When 45 men were arrested in | iberty Hall on May 27, 4000 of 
the dock labour force called a lightening strike. The 45 men were released later, but 
elve months 


Dublin strike ended on May 29, but an announcement said 


bound to the peace for tw 


Gas Strike Ends: The 
k before supplies were back to normal 


it would require a week 


Boundary Commission Appointment: Mr. Justice Feetham, an Englishman, of 


Supreme Court, was appoint d, in an announcement on June 5, to 


He was expected to sail from South Africa within a week 


ican 


ommission 
hope still remaining from the Treaty, commenced to be implement 
Meanwhile, the Six County Government had firmly established its 
jurisdiction over the disputed area Three Commissioners were to be appointed but 
< noted already, declined to have anyone represent him. The 


Sir James Craig 
a well known Belfast Unionist, part- 


- asec | 
British Government then appointed R. Fisher, 
nering Jt im, nominated by Prime Minister Ramsay Mac Donald. Eoin 
ering Ju I 1 у 
› › fs —" я Mies | 
Мас Neill was appointed to represent the Free State, but the Free State, when the 
arose, would find itself outnumbered 


crucial decisions late: 3 
Thomas Rohan of Addison Road, Fairview, was remanded, June 2, for being in 


f ammunition and Mills bombs. When cautioned, he stated 


possession or re volvers 


Chronology The Year 


that he was a sergea 
Courts Inaugurated: The new 51 me Court and of the Irish Free 


State, were inaugu i in Dublin Castle, on June 


More Prisoners Released: 120 Republican ‚ату in June 


Many of these were € cted to be released soon 
raiee: james | arkin, а I r oft » Free State Army, was ch reed in 
Tral J 1 1 


Tralee, on June 
Republica: 


h oversight 
Mutiny Report: Thi June 17 
Among other Army, two 
secret societies the ( known 
Cavan Killings: Eig] | were being held at h the mur 


der of Tames Soraghan, and his wife, on December 11, 1925, at lislea. It was stat 
а that Soraghan had been responsible for committing « 

Body in Bog: The body of William John Frazer was remov od from a bog, on 
near Camlough, on ll] man, he has 


Ballard Mour 


been taken away by three armed men in J 


Numbers of Prisoners Now: 14 months after the « 


áil stion, President Cosgrave stated on June 28, that th vere at this time 


d 104 sentenced pris held. He understood that 


North; most of whom м 


Footballers’ Protest: In protest against the itinuation of these detentions 


Luith Cleas Gael, (G.A.A) announced on Jur that footballers and 


Cuma 
hurlers would refuse to play 1 » finals of the All- Ireland Championships 


Queenstown Incident: Four men, as reported on June 30, boarded the White Star 
liner Mayes irresting, and leaving the ship with a man, Patri k Buckley, who had 
boarded at Liverpool. ‘In the name of the Irish Republic 
tain. They we persuaded however, to release Buckle 
and Buckley returned to the ship 

Larkin Forms Workers’ Union: Upon Larkir ved as Secretary and 

> LT.G.W.U, he went to scow on the invitation of 


‘national. During his stay there, the breakaway Workers’ Union 


ame of Jim Larkin still having enormous attraction for Dublin 


the dockers, carters and coal workers f whom he would 


be their way of protesting against t | ;.V leadership 


t Itu wid 
soon recruit would 


h had openlv identified itself with the Free State establishment. The Workers 


{ was established in June, with James Larkin as its General Secretary 


Union of Ireland 
and its headquaters opposite the ProCathedral at 31 Marlboro h Street. It at once 


became an affiliate of the Red International of Labour Unions. He had been courted 
in Ireland by » miniscule Communist Party, but he refused to be associated with it 
because, as he sz had no real worker following 

Chairman of Commission: Mr. Justice Feetham, the ut African judge, 


appointed by Westminister as ( hairman, visited Dublin, on July for talks; before 


pr ceedir 


Irish Air Corps: An Irish Air Corps was formed at Baldonnel aerodrome under 


Chronology: The 


Col. Charles Russell and Capt. James Fitzmaurice, on 
Patrick Mc Keon of Boyle was charged in the court there, as reported on July 4, 
f arms and ammunition. As a ldier of the Re public, he pro- 
ot accept bail. Later he escaped from custody, but was re ap 
tured shortly er, and lodged in Sligo Jail 
Derrv Internees: At this time there were still 21 internees in Derrv. Four released 
on July 3, were named as P. Gunn, Liam Mc Corry, Joseph Mc Clure elfast; and 


Liam М‹ 


Scartaglen Recalled: Michael Healy, of Knocl nagree, Co. Cork, was remanded 
custody on July charged with the murder of Sergeant Woods, at Scartaglen, on 
December 3, 
Tomegraney Raid: 12 armed men raided the garda station, near Feakle, Co. Clare, 
on July 9. Not finding any arms, they removed two bicycles 
Tuam Bank Raid: At the Central Criminal Court, Dublin, as reported on July 10, 
Martin Kvne was indicted for armed robbery from the Bank of Ireland, Tuam. Th« 
sum stated to be missing was £10,000. During the raid a receipt was offered for the 
money, signed Марш Commandant, 2nd. Western Division. Купе refused to 


recognise the court was put back for sentence 


Baltinglass Raid: Peter Jordan, who had been acquitted of the murder of Garda 


O'Halloran, on January 28, during a raid at Baltinglass, was charged with complici 


tv: and was sentenced to ten years, and 20 strokes of the cat 


Ship Sinking Tragedy: A n« wly built Cork steamer, the Lismore, sank 15 miles 
off Tramor Friday, July 11, when on its way to Birkenhead. 17 of the crew of 18 


were lost, along with three cattle men, a boy, and some 60 cattle 


Longford Men on Trial: At the Central Criminal Court in Dublin, three 
Longford men; ) ratv, Patrick Cooke and Thomas Dale, were found guilty of 


пага garda station, on July 13, 1923. Refusing to recognise 


си y 


burning unif 
the court, they declared that they had acted as soldiers of the LR.A. They were put 
back for sentence 

Belturbet: Laurence Mullaghton, of the Free State Army, as reported July 16, was 
found guilty of the manslaughter of Garda M. Lyons at В lturbet, on August 16, 
1923. The killing took place while the accused was on guard duty; the dead man had 
refused to halt when challenged. The prisoner was bound over 


De Valera and Stack Released: They were released from Arbour Hill Prison on 
July 16. Otl prisoners rece ntly released were: Seamus O'Donovan of Dublin, Tom 
Daly of Co. Kerry 
Cork, and ‹ 

1 t Sinn Féin headquarters, 23 Suffolk Street. To quote 


ship and others convened at 


Peter Glynn of Sligo, Gerald Boland of Dublin, Liam Deasy of Co 


e of Bantry. Upon De Valera’s release, 50 of the T.D member- 


Brian P. Murphy; * D« Valera did not waver from the course adopted in October 1922 


(when, during the Civil War, the Republican Dáil convened, and the Army adopted 
its authority). He was happy to accept the title of President of the Republic, referring 
to the Free State as the 'present junta . He appointed at once a cabinet, consisting of 


106 


Ё its continuing constitu 


John Keogh of Co. Galway, in a report oi [шу 17, was charged with the burning 


of a barrack at Laurencetaun, and stealing a gu refused to recognise the court 

Royal Visit to North: Coinciding, as it frec tlv did, with the Orange celebra 

tion, the Duke and Duchess of Yo! é Ї ve V1, and Queen, commenced 
| 


long visit to the nort t Ireland on 


Art O'Brien Releasec 


John Devoy Visit: Ancient 
holi | | ] 
at Governmer 
Collins, broth f Michael Collins 
Felix Mc Mullen Executed: Felix M« Mullen was executed i 
on Fridav, August 1, for the murder of Guard O'Halloran in Baltinglass on January 
l'he executioner was Albert Pierrepoint 
Tailteann Games: Prisoners: The spectacle t 1ilteann Games, once held in 
ancient Ireland in County Meath, was revived in Augus! hey would be held again 
in 1928. Republicans had threaten« d to disrupt the Games unless all the remaining 
prisoners were releas La the Kerry team refused to play until 1925. Over 100 
still held, tog ег with 21, noted elsewhere, in England 
[wo Mullinahone Men: A report of August 4 told of two men, James Daly of 
and Philip Leahy of Poulacappal, three miles south east ot 
harged with the murder of Guard Henry Phelan, on November 14, 
ident was obviously part of the then ongoing ‘ ivil War, but the Free 
State made a practice of dragging up suc h charges for long after 15 davs later they 
were returned for trial, at Kilkenny District Court 
Skehineeran, Co. Kerry: Michael Jones was shot dead, on August 3, at his home 
he inquest on that evening, in Listowel, was adjourned for a fortnight. 18 days 
later, a jury returned a verdict of murder by a person or persons unknown 
Killenaule: Two men were shot and seriously wounded near the village by a 
Free State Army patrol on Saturday night, August 9 They were Martin Keane and 
John Murphy. They were said to have been drilling; others however said that it was 
the local hurling team engaged in a practice mak h 
Boundary Commission: The Bill passed its first reading by 64 votes to 10 in the 
Dail. It empowered the British to appoint a representative for the North; the gov- 
ernment there having refused to appoint one 
Michael Hartnett was shot dead on August 15, by Free State soldiers when 
returning in a car, a short distance from Clarecastle. He had been attending a Sinn 
Féin meeting in Ennis. He is interred in the Republican Plot, in 5t Michael's 


Cemetery, Tipperary. He is not listed through oversight, in Last Post 
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| T = " 1. On Tues 3 di Ib the сун guard barracl 
Leitrim Barrack Attack: ! cay gnt 1 
[ tt | і by а rmed теп, who р ceeded to бге some 
it Wrumkeel was a кеа Dy 1 { [ 


ts into 1t ng to the barrack, they eventually retired 
hundreds of shots into it. Falling t 
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Radio Transmission: broadcast г Be 
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оет ), 1 ехр!0510 >t 
Colliery Tragedy: Nine men cdi on рет іп an explosion at Laly 


' lescribed as Britain's most modern colliery 
Colliery, near VVrexn It was dt scribed ; 


: с, iem : st 300 Nationalist 
Northerners Being Released: Springtime had { ( 
ld ir T Road, in Newtownards an гїї eases now com 
internees still held 1 піп | ' 


11 t all re home until December. Convicted К‹ s continued to 
menced ри га! Ww I L 


I 1 1024 1 ч ; 
Ihe Vovage of the 5t George: Sunday, December 14, 1924, saw the converted 
€ ag . n 


the Workman Clarke shipyard, Belfast, with Sean Mac Bride 
leave the Workma ark | 


ubmarine chas | | | | 
| 1 | { Frank Ваггу › ird Their mission was to rescue 

Heavev ny oo ind Fr arry ! 
! { tunnelling out of Larne Workhouse. The full 


Ж te 
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I 
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Dusk to dawn curfew had obtained in the North since 


North Curfew Ends: 
31, that it would 


April 6, 1922 The Northern government announced, on D« cember 


not be re imposed 
Dr J.A Madden T.D, a member of the West Mayo Brigade, saw active service 
over the entire period and was one of the few doctors to serve full time with a fly- 


ing column 
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Dorothy Macardle opens her a nt of th 


Capt James Murray Charged 


Paper Prohibited: 


Frank Carty T.D Arrested: Frank 
nd to Crumlir 
Derrv Constable Wounded: 


t 16 


Noel Moore of Marlborough Street 


in 


Capt. James Murray 


Ballvharrv, Co. Donegal: 


Turmoil in the Gardaí: 


lier at an execu 


iorstat Eireann), 


U.C Shoot Newry Man: 
9 By-Elections: On M nine by-elections 1 р! but, disappointingly 


Jorth Dublin, and 
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Sam Holt for Sligo/ Le Now nun 14 they would soon have to consider, 


ulthough no one admit this, whether they could continue as a Farty in self- 
imposed isola their opponents pushed through on the n yd, repressive 
legislation, or entered upon agreements, as was shortly to happen, contrary to 


Ireland's interests 

Ku Klux Klan Outlawed: A report of January 12, refers to a judgement of t 
Supreme Court, ending a conflict of two and a half years in Kansas, during wl 
lawvers of the Klan had contended that its purpose was benev lent 


of 53,000 in 1923 


Free State Army Strength: Trimmed from an excess 


was officially stated on January 


on January 14, stated that 


Capt. James Murray: С‹ M. ] Costello, in evidence 
Bergin was ‘in illicit communications with the Irregulars and with republican pris 
oners in Tintown'. He had sent Murray to investigate 


Clonakilty: During a heavy storm of January 13, th British s 


was driven ashore, near Clonakilty, and was pounded to pie 
ished 

Official Secrets Act: At Bow Street, London, two young Irishmen 
London S.W, and Joseph O'Leary, shipwright, of Southsea, were 


il Gough, 


1 civil servant 


charged under the ial Secrets Act. Said | organisa 
tion, O'Leary was found to be in possession ol pl Dockyard, 


Portsmouth 
Scartaglen Echo: In the Central С riminal Court. Michael Healy, was found not 
guilty of participating in а 1 ЊЬегу at Scartaglen garda station on December 3, 192 ), 


during which Sergeant Woods was shot dead 


William J. Mc Kinney of Inishowen was harged, in a report of January 23, with 


having in his possession arms, ammunition and tunics belonging to the LR.A. But 


Kinnev, who was said to be one of the first Volunteers in 


no Irish courts District Justice Louis J. Walsh 


ч 1 ly 
roken [the 


\ртеей with the prisoner. If it had not been f 


t be kept under control. He re sd the prisoner 
l'he Tustice had himself been held once in Derry ] iil 
Very Large' Dump in Clontart: Nhat was reported 
large dump, was found in a house in 5t indville Avenue 
Saturdav. It consisted 1 large cache of fire arms, and a half ton explosive: 
Alfred Norgrove, charged the next day accepted full responsibility, saying that it 


t f the LR. A: and that it had been under his house since the Cease 


was the prope! f the LI 
Fire. He was fined 20 pounds, or two months in prison 
Leitrim Kidnap Charge: In a report of February 5, Michael Geoghegan, John 
Dolan and Micha fulligan, were charged in the Central Criminal Cour with kid 
James R 1, John Maguire and Michael Flynn; between 


Mulligan refused to recognise the court; and the prisoners 
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were ри! back. sentence later were as follows Geoghegan, one month; 
Dolan, bound to peace; Mulligan, t months 


Dr. Dübhglas de h-Ide was unanimously elected, Fel 1 a member of the 


Free State Senate; a vacancy caused by the resignation of Sir Н. Poe 
7 Prisoners Detained in England: In a reply to Commander Locker Lampson, 
Commons, it that there were no political prisoners 


les on behalf of the Free State government. There were 


tained on behalf of the Northern Ireland government; their 
three vears to life 


Resignations Accepted: The Executive Counc il announced that it had accepted 
'sienation of Major Thadens Courtney and Capt Eamon O'Donnell 
Treason Bill: The second reading was passed in the Dail, in a report of February 


0, by 38 votes to 21. The f hour debate occupied a page of newsprint. 


Bv-Elections: Seven by-elections were listed for March 11; North and South 
Dublin: Carlow-Kilkenny; Sligo-Leitrim; Cavan North Mayo, and Roscommon 
German President Dies: President Friedrich Ebert, Reich President, died sud- 


denly, on March 1; following an operation fot appendicitis 


Mountjoy Rescue Attempt: Noel Moore and Michael Kavanagh, in a report of 
March 5, pleaded guilty t iarge of having conspired to па in the escape of 
Michael } [атага from Mountjoy Jail between January 1 and 7. The jury li: 


ais 


igreed, Пп risoners were t back 


North Parliament Dissolved: The Six County parliament was c 


saturdav, March 14; with an election fixed for April 3. With the Unionist laa 


threatened (?) by the Boundary Commission, эп James Craig welcomed it 
issue for election 
Free State By-Election Results: were published on Friday, March 13 
South Dublin:Dr. Hennessy, € na по 24,078 
ficháel О Mullane, Rep 
ab 
North Dublin:P. Leonard na nG 
Osi 
North Mayo: M. Tierney, © па по 
Гоп О Derrig, Rep 


*nanG 
Roscommon 
Sligo-Leitrim: 5 


Cavan 


in seven by-elections must have disappointed great 
Republican, although their disappointment remained 


nstrated that the growth recorded in 1923 was not 


ifford to ren 
Commission Resumes: 


ondon in March; a forecast of its 


Shannon Scheme Envisaged: Т1 


ti nsideration; its cost was ] 


w under 
Patrick Rvan, of Newtown, Enniscorthy, v 
Waterford Jail 


th 
Treason Bill: 


arch 26, after which 
Athlone Tragedy: 


mine left there to explode 
names were jam Kearney, Priv 
Ireasonable Offences Act: TI ' of coer 
lv 3 ities, in a House potentially 


Rochestown, Co. Cork: April 2 relate 


close to the Car hin М ister\ 


nition 
Six County Election Called: ! 4 
illed a tion in the ^ \ t resulted in а predictable 
epublicans 
Catholic member its, the 
| O'Donnell to appoint not done 


rimina 1 vas reported on у М g dnapping 
[Thoma Ё | ling | | number of places for over four months 
David Fitzge 


were found g 


On 


Shannon Scheme ngineering 
ceived unal lin the Dail on April 3. Siemer 
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Six County Election Results: The result of polling on Friday, April 3, as stated 


above was as follows:- 
Old Parliament New Parliament 


Official Unionists 
Independent Unionists 
Nationalists 
Republicans 

Labour 

Tenants 


3 


52 52 

Amalgamation of D.M.P with Garda: On April 6, the Dublin Metropolitan 
Police, consisting of 1200 of all ranks, and created in 1838, was amalgamated with 
the Garda Siochana 

Arigna Arms Dump: What was described as a large dump, was uncovered in the 
mountains, by guards under Inspector O'Driscoll. The arms were brought to the bar- 
rack at Drumshanbo 

Dismissed Without Prejudice: A report ot April 18, notes Jeremiah and Michael 
O'Neill of Leixlip, charged with possession of arms, ammunition and explosives 


the 1924 Firearms Act had expired days earlier, the Justice dismissed the 


Because і 


саѕе 


Two Half Hundredweight Mines were found, in the Liscragh district of South 


l'ipperary, on April 20. They were conveyed to Clonmel 


Stephen Joyce: A young man Stephen Joyce, of Claremorris, was reported shot 


dead by armed men while returning from a dance on May 4 
reasonable Offences Bill in Senate: The Bill passed the Committee stage; but 


an amendment to abolish, on May 7, the death pt nalty, was defeated by 25 votes to 


13 
Army Vote: The Dail of Friday, Mav 15, voted £2,053,117 to maintain the Army 


Manpower was 18; consisting of 1,081 officers, 3,237 non-commis 


sioned, and 13 30 


Boundary Report Ё xpected: N 


18, 'that the Boundary Commussion will not solve the political problem that exists in 


finister Kevin O'Higgins stated in An Dail, on May 


the north east 

John Denton Pinkstone French (1852-1925), was Lord Lieutenant from 1918 
1921: narrowly escaping assassination on December 19, 1919, at Ashtown by Dan 
Breen, Seamus Robinson, Sean 1теасу, Martin Savage, and several more”. French 
was raised to the title Earl of Ypres, on his retirement from Ireland. He had shone in 
the Boer War but was a failure in Flanders. His death was reported on May 23. His 


harlotte Desp wd 
aguire of I nniskillen was sentenced in Belfast in 1923 to four 


(1884-1939), a notable Irish patriot 


Joseph John № 


Free State to Broadcast: 
| Max 


timated at £9,000, with 


Р.А Murray, Sean Russell and Gerald Boland in U.S.S.R: I: 


travelled to the Soviet Union. It 


into the 


one may 


up wit 


Quartermaster-General, would h ad a list interest 


u мап 
the 
had the uncon 


Afterward 


whethi I 


inquire to 
no prospects for tl | would have known tha 


vernment; that real power did not rest м his visitors; ht 
that their 


ind for another western invasior 


omment olution has not 


ün had 


self into power 


rifles right into Worle W. ir Tw There was no 
і no money available 


Capt. James Murray: His trial r the f Curragh military policeman 


in Dublin on Junk tters read on the 
ssisted Murra 


commenced following day 


it Col. М.Ј ¢ t Director 


> the ntry. During the course Noel Lem 
mentioned but was not pursued. Murray was sentenced to death on June 12 


An Phoblacht Commences: Up to this the Republicans had only occasional 

sheets. On June 18, An Phoblacht, edited by Р; k | appeared for 
It remained middle- Republican until Fianna Fail was 
lowing year had their own weekly 


John Flynn ; Patr Mannix: pleading guilty to pos 


Castlemaine: 
Both had been Republicans 


Judge Mc Elligott bound each to the peace 


rv but they now recognised the law of the State 
Joseph Maguire of Enniskillen had his appeal dismissed in London, on June 15 
st being imprisoned in Engl ind following sentence in Belfast in 192 


Geneva Convention Signed: 27 states | would not use chemi 
rfare; in a report of June 
Captain Murray's appeal 


Murray to Appeal: The Supreme Court lis 


rainst a sentence of death 


John Mc Guinness, Republican Т.Р, ‹ 
1924 rus g to accey [ 


as arrested at Rathdangar 


e 
ith assaulting police bail, he was remand 


four days in custody 
Laurence Sweeney С ommemorated: Killed in action, near Castledermot, on July 
eltic cross to his m« 


De Valera unveiled a « mory; in Churchtown Cemetery 


Dundrum, on July 5 

Judgement was Reserved in the appeal ‹ 

s later, it was announced that the appeal was refused 

trial at Tullamore; still refusing to 


apt. James Murray, according to a 


t of July 8. Four day 


one Mc Guinness T.D was re 
ourt. He received a sentence of eigh 
Ryan, C.C Keadue, with John Lane 


teen months, on October 29 


North Roscommon Arms Find: 
€ kranny, were charged at 
The charges were dismissed 

1 Free State soldier, was returned for trial on 


Moran, at Hill Street, Ballina, on 


ra and Thomas Ruane of Boyle, following the 


overy of arms in the area 
Patrick Fagan of Ballina, formerly 
'd with the murder of Lieut. Pa 


August 11, 1922, after which he had joined the Irregulars 
Death Commuted: The death sentence on Capt s Murray was commuted 
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to one of life; in a report ot July 20. 

Clare Men Charged: Con Mc Mahon, Spanahill; Michael Flynn, Tiermaclane; 
and Michael Kelly, Ballyallen, were, at the District Court Ennis, charged, in a report 
of August 3, with possessing documents relating to the І.К.А. The documents were 
said to relate to a Brigade convention at Kilkee and Kilmihill. 

John ЕЈ Walsh, of Newtownards Road, was charged in Belfast, with possession 
of explosives, arms and ammunition. 

Michael Carolan on Trial: A report of August 8, records Michael Carolan, I.R.A 
Intelligence chief of that time, charged with Margaret Clancy, under Section 6 of the 
Ireasonable Offences Act, following a raid by Det. Sergt. Mooney and Detective 
O'Keefe, on 68 Adelaide Road". A cache of rifles was uncovered. The case against 
Margaret Clancy was dropped, but Carolan was returned for trial. 

Pallaskenry, Co. Limerick: A report of August 11, relates that Civic Guard 
Howard was shot in the back and in the legs outside the chapel. His condition was 
reported satisfactory. 

Treason Raids in Cork: Many houses were raided over the preceding week in 
the city. Documents and guns were reported found 

France: Nine people were known to be dead and 160 injured, in a train smash at 
Amiens. The train driver was arrested. 

Patrick Lynch of Hospital, Co. Limerick, had a Celtic cross unveiled in his mem 
ory by Batt O'Connor T.D. He was killed in action by British military on August 4, 
1920 

Clonmel: P. Dalton and James Nugent, town councillor, were arrested in their 
homes, after guns and ammunition were found. They were remanded in custody 
Found guilty of membership of the LR.A, on November 5, Nugent was later sen- 
tenced to twelve months. 

Fethard: Guns and ammunition were reported found at a farmhouse at Cloheen, 
following a raid under Sergeant Reardon. John and Michael Burke were remanded. 

Ballyfin House: Guns and ammunition were reporte d, August 20, uncovered by 
Sergeant Duff. Since a college, the residence, five miles west of Portlaoise, was at 
that time the home of the Cootes. 

Denis Long of Crookstown, Co. Cork, was charged at Macroom, on August 24, 
with drilling upwards of 150 men; on evidence from Supt. Stack. He refused to 
recognise the court or to accept bail. 

William Bolton, Killeshin, Laois, was sentenced at the District Court, in Carlow, 
to six months, for the possession of arms and ammunition found in his home and 


upon his lands. He refused to recognise the court. At the same court, Francis Egan 


of Ballickmoyler, was given one month for the possession of arms 
Clonmel: Following his remand (see above), James Nugent refused to recognise 
the court, and was further remanded. The charge against Patrick Dalton was dis 


missed 


the house Kilronan, at 68-70 Adelaide Road, then occupied by Miss Maud 
was raided by Oriel House detectives, and Director of Intelligence Michael ‹ arolan, 
Margaret Clancy, arrested; and a considerable file of intelligence paper work 


s 1987 edition, where Sean Dowling describes this house 
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Fethard Case: (See above) John Burke was fined five pounds for the possession 
of ammunition. It had been given to him, he said, by the late Commdt. Tom 
Donovan, killed in action by Tans at Killenaule on October 31, 1920 The case against 
Michael was dismissed 

Kerry Finds: At Castleisland, Michael Mahoney, of Ballinard, was fined four 
pounds for possession of arms. Daniel Doody, Shanaphona, was fined ten shillings 
for holding a rifle, said to have been found in the River Feale. James O'Connor of 
Scartaglen, was fined 20 shillings for possession of a revolver. 

Ballinasloe: At a special court, as reported September 2, Martin Gunn and 
Patrick Pender, of Kilconnell, were charged with being in possession of arms, 
ammunition, and a rubber stamp relating to the L.R.A. They were remanded for a 
fortnight 

U.S Airship, Shenandoah, was wrecked, September 3, in a thunder storm in 
Ohio. Thirteen of the crew of 42 were lost 

John Sheridan, of Ballinagh, Co. Cavan was returned for trial to € avan, on a 
charge of assisting in the maintenance of an illegal force. A letter from the Adjutant- 
General I.R.A to the Adjutant Cavan Battalion, was found in his possession 

Tullamore: What was described as a large amount of arms and ammunition, was 
found by detectives in a tomb in Annaharvey graveyard 

Ballinamult: Shots were fired at the barracks on September 17, follow ing house 
raids by guards. An attempt was also made to fire the building 

Michael Mc Gonigle of Ballymagroarty, Co. Donegal, was remanded on bail at 
a special court in Ballintra, charged with possession of arms and ammunition; unde1 
the Treasonable Offences Act 

Belfast: A report of September 23, relates that Joseph Mc Gurk, of Chemical 
Street, was charged under the Special Powers Act, with membership of an unlawful 
association, and having illegal documents. Sentenced to three months, he had 
refused to recognise the court" 

Fr. Michael O'Flanagan and Eamonn Donnelly T.D, and Republican M.P foi 

gh, were arrested by the R.U.C, at a concert at Derrymacash, near 1 urgan, on 


September 26. Held overnight, they were put, next day, upon a train for Dublin 
Manorhamilton: Garda James Ryan was shot and wounded at his home. An 


arrest was made 

Rural District Councils were abolished in the Free State, by legislation, in 
October. 

A South Belfast By-Election was fixed for November 6. It arose from Unionist, 
Col. E] Woods, being switched to West Belfast 

Also Charged With Bergin Killing: A report of October 24, records that Joseph 
Mack, aged 25, of Charlotte Street, Dublin, former lieutenant of the Free State Army, 
was ‹ harged with the murder of Joseph Bergin, with others, on December 14, 1923. 
Mack is noted in Survivors as a likely participant in Civil War excess in the Killarney 


region"* 


е Mc Gurk 


f the 1987 edition 
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Michael J. O'Hara and Frank O'Beirne, were charged on October 26, with tak- 
ing part in Co. Sligo, between January and mid-August, in the I.R.A. Refusing to 
recognise the court they were returned for trial. Found guilty on October 28, the two 
were put back. The jury had said that the men were not criminals, and that they 
should be treated as political prisoners. 

Michael Carolan, Commdt-General I.R.A: At his trial, as reported October 28, 
he refused to reply to the charge. A plea of not guilty was entered. After the case for 
the prosecution had closed, Carolan addressed the jury in Irish. After some time, 
Judge O'Shaughnessy intervened to say that he did not understand, and he felt that 


many in the jury would not understand either. Carolan, ignoring the interruption 
continued. At this point the judge asked a man taking notes in the press box what 
paper he represented. An Phoblacht he replied. 'Can you explain what the accused 


has been saying"? 1 understand that this is an Irish court but I am under no obliga- 
tion to help in the business of the court', he replied.Carolan, speaking then in 
English, referred to his rank in the LR.A. He took responsiblity for any documents 
found, but he was not a criminal. The jury then found the accused guilty, but added 
that they did not consider him a criminal. That is not the question, said the judge; the 
accused is a criminal in the eyes of the law. Michael Carolan was put back for sentence 

Darrell Figgis: Anglo-Irish man of letters, and one not unfree from rumour, to 
quote Survivors. Darrell Figgis was found dead in a boarding house in Bloomsbury, 
London, on October 27; having taken his life by gas poisoning. In November 1924, 
his wife had shot herself. Darrell Figgis had been summoned to give evidence on 
November 5 into the mystery death of Rita North. An inquest confirmed suicide" 

Police Raids in Clare: Claiming 40 guns captured in the Carron and Kilfenora 
areas; detectives and gardaí continued widespread raiding in the county. 

Further Charge in Bergin Killing: Sergt. John Dooley, of Dun Laoire, was 
charged, in a report of October 29, with involvement in the murder of Private Joe 
Bergin in December 1923. The charge was withdrawn eight days later. 

Monaghan: Suspended S.F Councillors: Peter Brennan and James Johnson were 
suspended from the Party in a report of November 5, for participating in a motion 
that would result in two officials taking a vote of loyalty to the Free State. 

Bank Raid Recalled: Patrick Mc Callig, as an L.R.A volunteer, had participated 
in a raid upon the Provincial Bank, Cavan, on May 17, 1922, when a sum of £395 was 
taken. Charged at this time, he declared that he had joined the І.К.А in 1916, and the 
raid of 1922 was carried out under orders. Found guilty, he was sentenced to six 
months; to date from his arrest on September 3. 

Dublin Sentences: Michael Carolan, M. J. O'Hara and Frank O'Beirne, remand- 


ed, were each sentenced to twelve months. 


* Darrell Figgis was involved, at an earlier time, in arms purchases abroad. Nora Connolly 
ell of him. For a while, Sinn Féin T.D, for Co. Dublin, he went pro-Treaty and helped 
ip the Constitution. He gave his own account in Recollections of the Irish War 
15 been described by Ernie O'Malley as vain and egotistical, with having mannerisms 


t him apart 
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Hill of Down Incident: 25 armed men, under George Plunkett, attended at Hill 
of Down station on November 6, with the intention of rescuing three prisoners des- 
tined to be tried in Mullingar; one being Jim Killeen. The train however had depart- 
ed minutes before. They then raided the station office and the local post office, but 
appear not to have removed anything 

Films Seized: Two films, deemed propaganda, were seized by armed men in 
Dublin on November 9. The Great War film, Ypres, was taken from the Masterpiece 
Cinema in Earl Street; and Prince of Wales was taken in Kingstown. 

The British Legion office at 38 Kildare Street was raided by armed men, accord- 
ing to a report of November 10. Books and documents were removed. 

Patrick Sheehan, Prison Board Member: He was kidnapped for a short time 
from his home at 69 Sandymount Avenue, on November 9. With a Mr Poole driving 
a commandeered car, he was brought to Merrion Road. After a stern warning 
against the 'harsh treatment of jailed Republicans, the party alighted Patrick 
Sheehan's house in Chapelizod was burned in 1922. He was transferred by Fianna 
Fáil in March, 1932. 

Shots Fired: Ex-service men, at supper, in La Scala Restaurant, Prince's Street, 
had shots fired into the building, on Poppy Day, November 11. 

Submarine Lost: The British submarine, M.1, was lost in the Channel, on 
November 12, with 68 officers and men 

Remanded: James Donnelly of Inchicore, and John Russell of North Strand 
Road, were remanded on November 13, charged under the Treasonable Offences 
Act 1925, with membership of the I.R.A. Donnelly was later charged with being also 
in possession of military maps and other military documents. 

Raiding: 60 houses in the Dublin area, together with the Sinn Féin offices at 23 
Suffolk Street, were raided by detectives under Supt. Peter Ennis, from College 
Street, on November 13. 

І.К.А Dalkey Convention: On the 13th and 14th of November, 1925, some 110 
Army delegates assembled at the Queen's Hotel, Dalkey. for a Convention that 
would change the role and allegiance of the І.К.А. The Army had since September 


1922 accepted the political direction of the shadow government, but in recent 


months there had been widespread rumours that the Chief of Staff himself, no less, 
was about to take a step towards accepting the Free State parliament. 

Iowards evening, Peadar O'Donnell's Donegal Battalion moved a resolution 
drawing attention to this, and in it he was supported by George Plunkett, pressing 
Aiken for a statement. When it came there was uproar, with the result, when the 
clamour had subsided, that General Frank Aiken, T.D; Chief of Staff LR. A, was stood 


down and Dr. Andy Cooney (not yet a qualified medico) was appointed in his 


place у 
Ihe paradox was that Aiken had just presented the І.К.А with a new streamlined 
Constitution, which had been accepted, but with a poisoned pill in the form of an 


order that Volunteers must not plead before the Free State or English courts. It was 


very shortly afterwards - as Cooney had temporarily to go to the U.S - by the 


womey 
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to handicap them for 30 years 
War Memorial, Cork: An attempt was made to blow up this memorial, com- 

memorating the Boer War, on November 15. An attempt was made also in 1919. 
Sean Russell was returned for trial under the Treasonable Offences Act, in a 


report of Nov ember 20; charged with possession of documents addressed to the 
Quartermaster-General of the LR.A. Russell was Q.M.G. Some of the documents 
were read in court 

Queen Alexandra, mother of Queen Mary, wife of King George V, suffered a 
heart attack at this time; her condition in Sandringham Castle was described as crit 
ical. Her death occurred a day later 

Eoin Mac Neill Resigns: Eoin Mac Neill tendered his resignation, to the 
Executive Council, as a member of the Boundary Commission, on November 21. His 
resignation was accepted. The government had known for some time that the 
Commission would propose no change in the Border. Following this, Mac Neill 
resigned as Minister for Education, and was succeeded by John Marcus O'Sullivan 

The events leading to the Commission's report are charted in Northern 

lism; 1890-1940, by Eamonn Phoenix. The methodical research and extreme 

care by local nationalists and curates, working from parish records, was set at 
naught by a British Government decision, already arrived at, that there would be no 
change.High expectations in the Border areas were followed by years of despon 
dency. The failure of the I Jublin government to courageously face London on their 
shameless knavery in thus setting at naught Artic le 12 of the Treaty, was inexcus- 
able 

Clan na h-Éireann: As a direct result of the disappointing performance о! the 
government on the issue, Deputy Professor Magennis, with some other deputies 
ind a senator resigned, forming their own party It disappeared in the 1927 elections 

Cinema Attacked: In a display of bravado, the Masterpiece Cinema recov ered a 


copy of the propaganda' film Ypres and commenced running it. Three armed men 


arrived early on the morning of November 20, and « xploded a mine inside the 
entrance. Two constables, John Murphy and William Timmons, followed the men as 
far as Sheriff Street, but were fired upon, and being slightly wounded, they with 
drew. Two days later, Tom Merrigan of Church Street, and Charlie Ashmore of 
Holles Street, were arrested and charged with the offence 

Kilmore Cathedral: Three well maintained rifles, marked U.V.F, were found in 
the Cathedral. Rev. W.J. Askins was returned for trial in Cavan, charged with thei 
sossession. The rifles had been there before 1916, he said 


Clare Incidents: Two men, Michael and Patrick Cahir, were ambushed and 


Т 
|" 
I 


wounded near Corofin. The brothers were sons of Frank С ahir of Buncragga, Ennis 
whose home was fired into a short time before 

Mountjoy Escape: On Friday night, November 27, 19 men were res ued from 
Mountjoy Prison, by George Gilmore, Gerald O'Reilly* and three other volunteers 
Gilmore, attired as a sergeant, with a police constable, was escorting two 'poachers' 


1 


into the heavily guarded prison. He carried a committal warrant with an authentic 


stamp and signature upon it. The poachers, allegedly from Baltinglass, were from a 


Appendix for Meath man Gerald O'Reilly 
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range beyond the twenty mile limit of the Dublin I 
would 


jridewell area. Otherwise they 
have had to be accommodated in the Bridewell. The plan had been hatched 
with Frank Kerlin, Director of Intelligence, using the 


good offices of Henry Dixon, 
old-time LR.B solicitor. After borrowing a light 


from a soldier inside the second gate 
and disarming him in the process, Gilmore called out Ти 


On. The warder inside 
then came forward, opening the gate to admit them 
[hey were nonplussed however to find tha 


t there were more warders present 
than they had bargained for. However the plan went off well, and 19 men, includ 


ing such notables as Jim Killeen, Mick Carolan, Sean Russell and Dave Fitzgerald 
taxi driver, who had he Іреа many 


Io their consternation however, his was the only car. Others, that 
had been arranged, failed them. Some 


got away. They were met outside by Tom Finlav, a 
times in the past 


of the escapees had to make off on foot. 
Gilmore's account is given in Surviv 


ors 


where the date mistakenly appears as 25th 
November. 


Philipstown (Daingean): Telegraph wires were cut ent« ring the garda barracks 
re, on the night of November 27. A 


| number of shots were then fired at the win- 
there were no injuries 


Questioned: Eight men, including George and Jack Plunkett 
on the 


tt, were questioned 
morning following th« Mountjoy heist 


Athenry: P.F Foundes, manager of the I mpire Palace, Galway 


Athenry 


Was 
H 


i 


November 28 held up by armed men, and 
1 


way, returning by car 
late on Sunday night, ^ 
taken from him. He had just screened the film in 


r found burned 
Chancery Street, Dublin: In : 


identls 


Athenry. | 


search for arms there, the occupant, Joseph Smith, 
1 detective in the thigh. № 
Divorce: Under the still prevailing British law 


) 


irms were found 


livorce was ү 
ite up to this t 


permitted in the Free 


ime; but although Attorney-General, Hugh Kennedy, appeared to 
yur legislation permitting divorce, a Bill 


f forbidding it was introduced in 
December. Numbers in the cabinet favoured divorce | 
where might 


'ut worried that, once in play, 
t it stop 
Border: No Change: It 


greement had 


was announced on Friday, December 4, that a lripartite 
(6 


been signed on the pre 
te and the Six ( 


greement would be placed before 


VIOUS Gay 


in London. The boundary between 
ounties would therefore remain unchanged. The 
parliaments without delay. Thus 
igh hopes held by Michael Collins and others, that Article Twelve of 
"ul se the northern s 


Boundary Debate: Th« p 


1 ; 
| the hi 


apers ‹ 


Agreement passed 


nmons and Lord : of the northern parlia 


in 
e over some days, the 


Agreement 
went through the & 


senate 35 to 7. It had adhered to the limitations 

both Mac Donald and Baldwin; that 
an exchange of counties; despite any 
promised during the Treaty negotiations.Even so; under 


the Free State stood t 


'nes at its inception, by 
'uld be a rectification only, and not 


iat Lloyd George 


) gain on balance both in territory 
Amending Agreement however rushed through on 
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December 3, revoked Article 12 and thus preserved the entire Six Counties as 
defined by the Government of Ireland Act 1920. It waived the Free State's share of 
Britain's National Debt of £155m of which, under the Treaty, they had agreed to 
share (although new burdens were soon imposed.) It was signed by P.M Stanley 
Baldwin, Winston Churchill, Sir Wm Joynson-Hicks, Е.Е Smith, Lord Birkenhead, 
and Leopold Amery. It was signed on the Free State side by W.T Cosgrave, Kevin 
O'Higgins and Earnest Blythe. For the North, Charles Blackmore, Secretary N.I 
Cabinet, signed. The three Commissioners were present at the ceremony. 
Republican Dissent: 43 Republican deputies, led by De Valera, on December 10, 
in the Rotunda, signed a declaration of protest. The meeting was addressed by Rev. 
Fr. Cashill, Devenish, a leading researcher, of Fermanagh who had this to say of the 
Bill. It is the first time that a responsible government elected by the Irish people has betrayed 
a section of the people. They were told that they had sown the seeds of peace. In my opinion 


' sown the seeds of trouble, misery and revolution. It was later announced in 


ondon that the report of the Commission would not be made public. Within days 


of its announcement, Justice Feetham, its English born and Oxford educated chair 
man. although at this time holding a judgeship in South Africa, departed from 
ondon. J.R Fisher, the prominent northern Unionist and publisher, had been the 
second appointee. Eoin Mac Neill was thus outnumbered two to one from the start. 

Leitrim: Michael O'Farrell, with his son Sean, a Sinn Féin T.D, and his three 
xrothers, had been charged on December 7, in Dromod, with membership of the 
.R.A, and possession of ammunition. Ownership of the land where the find was 
made could not be related to O'Farrell, so the charges failed 

Summerhill: The barracks in this Meath village was raided on the night of 
Jecember 18, by a large body of men. Handcuffing three gardaí, they locked them 


in a cell, whereupon they removed three new bicycles and official correspondence 

Limerick City: Denis Maher of Clare Street, was remanded on December 20, 
charged with the possession of arms and ammunition 

Co. Waterford: Extensive searches were carried out at this time in the Cappagh 
district of Dungarvan. A number of finds were claimed; among them, three shot 
guns, two rifles and ammunition. 

Co. Clare: A patrol of two civic guards on duty near Fanore was ambushed on 
the night of December 28. For being too 'nosey' twas said, with local Republicans. 
Garda Thomas Dowling was shot dead in the darkness near Craggagh graveyard 
Clare would continue to be a turbulent county until Fianna Fáil arrived in 1932; and 


for a time thereafter. 
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CHRONOLOGY: THE YEAR 1926: 
Honours: At the commencement of the year President W.T. Cosgrave and Sir 


James aig, in separate messages, expressed hopes for ‘fostering a new spirit in 


Ireland'. The President had received a number of honours, including doctorates in 
universities. In November, he was receiv by King George V at Buckingham 
асе 


Summerhill Raid: The year 1926 opened with а further raid by a large body of 


1 the tiny barracks of Summerhill, Co. Meath. The raid was part of a pol- 


he four year old uniformed garda b Upon the same day, 


a was speaking to an outdoor public meeting in Ranelagh 
Released from Peterhead: 17 Republican prisoners were released from 


id, Scotland, on January 


St. Enda's Dump: What the authorities described as a huge ammunition dump 


‹ 


as uncovered in the basement of St. Enda's College, Rathfarnham, on February 1. 
President De Valera: As President of Sinn Féin, he still possessed for nationalist 


ind the enormous charisma of being the 'last surviving Commandant of 1916’, 


'putation of ‘leader’ of the Republican forces in the Civil War ended only 
irs before. With hindsight however, his moves and his statements 
|! could be seen as a delicate adjus the unthinkable; the accep 
ath and entry into ‘the Free State It must be said however 
і endeavour, through every means, from a court action, to pressing for 
1 plebiscite, to avoid even the semblance of oath taking 

Moves Towards Fianna Fail: On a standing committee elected at this time was 
found Larry de Lacy and others, soon to be prominent in Fianna Fail. One such was 


Allen. later Г.Ю for Wexford, but sentenced at this time to a few months 

imprisonment Denis being О.С of the North Wexford Battalion of the I.R. A His son, 
filled the T.D.'s slot for Wexford 

Seán Lemass: Sean Lemass, Minister for Defence at this time in the Republican 

government, whom George Gilmore, his one time political secretary, considered a 


socialist', was hinting at 'future action', action which culminated three months later 


| 
in the foundation of Fianna Fail 
Сотта Keogh: There was an echo of the Civil War in the news, at the end of 


April, that LR.A Сотта! Jack Keogh had been transferred from Maryborough to 


Dundrum Criminal Lunatic Asylum. He was on a ten years sentence from 1924, for 


a ‘crime’ of the Civil War and was said by An Phoblacht to be the sixth prisoner to be 
mentally effected by imprisonment 


To Unseat the Staters: Moving, closer to the issue of real sensitivity, De Valera in 
his St. Patrick's Day message opened a chink in the blind with the statement that we 
must have the will to face facts courageously, to cut our losses and begin our efforts anew 


His reasoning was simply, that the Sinn Féin Party with 44* elected members was 
only nineteen behind the government in a house of 153; if the Oath could be ignored, 
and if all of the Sinn Féin people would fall in behind the decision, it might be pos- 
sible in a later election to unseat the 'Staters'. But, to ignore the Oath, a hard core of 
1 dozen was not willing to do. So a split w ithin the organisation was inevitable. 


i¢ 


August 1923. The 48 referred to overleaf includes Six County deputies 
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Boundary Accepted 71 : 20, Clan na h-Eireann: The party Clan na Eireann, as 
already noted, was founded in March 1925, by the nationalist minded Professo1 
William Magennis to oppose the 1925 Agreements, fixing permanently the Six 
County boundary, and agreeing to an exchequer payment of £5m* annually to 
Britain, known as the Liltimate Financial Settlement, The Agreements however were 
finally approved by 71:20 in August 1926: (the financial aspects being carried in the 
previous December). Clan na h-Eireann's presence made no difference, in the 
absence of Sinn Féin. Frantic efforts had been made to have the Party attend as a 
body. As that proved impossible, the 48 Republican Deputies assembled in the 
Dublin Rotunda on December 10 1925, when De Valera read a solemn protest that 


had been signed by the leadership, not all of whom however were deputies, but 


| 
many of whom would shortly contribute to Fianna Fail 


However, the implications of the free acceptance by the Dail of the 1925 
Agreements, as a line drawn on the Treaty, and the Boundary Commission, cannot 
be overlooked: it still haunts us to this day. The Cumann na nGael government 
failed badly to uphold Ireland's basic rights; English and Loyalist leaders have never 
ceased to refer to it as an 'acceptance' of the Boundary by the parliament of the Irish 
people. As ES.L Lyons remarks; as a symptom of the loss of confidence in the government 
engendered by the boundary fiasco, the agreements were distinctly ominous.It would be dif 
ficult now to state a total of what each side claimed from the other, but the figures 


have been put at £175m by the British and £300m by the Irish. Counting payments 
made up to mid-1931, and one single payment in 1938. the British recovered around 
£40m of their claims 

General Strike in Britain: Although it generated much bitterness and hardship 
in urban Britain, the short lived general strike there of May caused little upset in 
Ireland 

Coinage Act: The passage of this Act allowed the Free State to issue its own 
coinage. The international competition for the design of the 7 pieces was won by 
Percy Metcalfe, who based his design upon an animal theme 

Raid on Sheriff's Office: The Sheriff's office, Dublin, was raided by armed men 
on June 2, and the jury panel names removed 

World Sinking into Depression: One of the perplexing situations that a new 
government would have to face was that the world and Ireland was sinking into 
recession. Prosperity of a sort had continued for some years after World War One 
had ended in 1918; the Free State had succeeded in a masterful way in winning the 
Civil War, and the physical reconstruction that followed; but it was no match for a 
world economic decline; and economic decline had commenced and would contin- 
ue on to its final manifestation. The Wall Street crash of October 1929, was followed 
by England forsaking the Gold Standard in 1931**, and Ernest Blythe, taking one 
shilling (five pence) from the old age weekly pension of ten shillings. The returns 


[he £5m (approx) sum was reached in the so-called secret agreement of March 1926, 
between Blythe and Churchill. It was an agreement which undertook to pay to the British 
Government the full amounts of the Land Purchase Annuities arising from the Wyndham Act 
of 1903; the Act of 1909; earlier Acts, and later compensatory claims. ЕЕ were to make hay of 


it when they 'discovered' it in 1932 


'turned to it only six years before under Winston Churchill 
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І shed shortly before had shown а dangerous drop in agricultural output, a fall 
in rail traffic, and in exports. Cumann na nGael was wedded toa tight-fisted policy 
the Labour Party at this stage hardly counted, and only Fianna Fail, as would b 
seen, was prepared to adopt the policy of economic autarky; or the deve lopment of 
home industry behind a tariff wall 
Foundation of Fianna Fail: Reports of the proceedings in March of the annual 
Sinn Féin Ard Fhéis, indicated that the organisation was on the verge of a deep and 
livisive split. Four weeks later, President De Valera spoke at the annual commemo- 
ration in Glasnevin, and a few days a егу ards | was quite specific in an interview; 
l I ts ought not to stand aside 
support us if a rea- 
sonabl атте based upon the existin nditions is placed before them. Shortly after 
that the name, є ndi lazoned FIANN A | ÁIL, (Sole liers of Destiny, or more correctly, 
Warriors of Fail) appeared for the first time with its sub-title, Republican Party. Mz уо 


Р.]. Ruttledge was announced as the chairman; Sean е emass and Gerald Boland 


as secretaries; and Belfast man, Sean MacEntee, and Wexford medical doctor, James 
were down as treasurers 

[hese five were later to be long standing and capable ministers in government 

The foundation manifesto concluded; there is a place in the new organisation for all who, 

( lieve in an Irish nation and that free. On the same occasion, they 

aim of securing the political independence of Ireland as a republic. Fianna 

Fail however risked being hoisted upon its own petard, when it declared in April of 

Professor Magennis' Clan na h-Eireann, which had recently taken the Oath in огает 

to enter the Dáil: the person who takes it will be commonly known to have taken an 
oath in the strict sense, no matter what he himself may believe 

Fianna Fáil was founded on May 16, at a public meeting in the rte La Scala 

Theatre, Princes Street (the long demolished Capitol Theatre) Dublin. At a stroke, De 

Valera would enlist the effective workers- many former guerrilla cvi - from Sinn 


As a measure of this, in the forthcoming June 1927 election, Fianna Fáil would 


ein. A 


secure 44 seats, while abstentionist Sinn Féin would be left with 5 

An Phoblacht, which had commenced on June 18 1925, was the sole organ that 

publicans had; filling the gap after the post-Civil War publications of Poblacht na 
n People, Eire, Sinn Féin, Irish Freedom, all of which - except the latte: 


1 


П short | in Phoblacht was published weekly from 12 St. Andrew Street in 
Qublin, and was edited by the moderate P.J. Little, later a Fianna Fail minister, 
whereupon Peadar O'Donnell took over. 


1} 
Rescue of Commdt Jack Keogh: Shortly after his transfer from Maryborough to 


Gilmore sprang him from the heavily guarded Asylum; an action 


Jundrum, George 
for which he received a public plaudit from De Valera, keeping an eye upon the 
political support such action would garner for his new party. Unconnected with 
Keogh, were the continuing widespread police raids in all parts of Ireland; raids that 
were frequently accompanied by ‘inc idents'. In what may have been local counter 


strokes there were reports of attac ks on barracks in Co. Sligo and Co. Clare 


Mary Mac Swiney and Macardle: Second Dáil deputy Mary Mac Swiney now 
n public criticism of the new party; in 1921 she had been rejected by De 


joined i 
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Valera for membership of the Treaty delegation although that did not affect her 
views on this issue. She was answered however, in striking words by authoress 
Dorothy Macardle, speaking of the 'impossibility' of ever taking the Oath; one tower- 
ing at this side all Republicans stand unfailing in their resolve not to cross it 

Patrick Garland: In May the Army hit a piece of ill-luck with the arrest of Patrick 
Garland, from a New York liner; he was found to have money and a ‘lot of commu- 
nications' for the I.R.A. 

An Phoblacht Cordial: At this time, and onwards into the thirties, An Phoblacht, 
was exceptionally cordial in its reportage of the growth of Fianna Fail, while its 
opinion of Sinn Féin was at zero 

Sean Lynchehaun: There was a further Civil War echo in July, with the capture 
in Achill of Sean Lynchehaun, said to have been on the run since 1922. 

Money Lenders: The Mick Price policy of pinpointing money lenders, or rob- 


the-rich-to-feed-the-poor, was derailed in August when C.LD from Oriel House 


pounced, but failed to secure convictions in the ordinary courts, as the lenders, 


forced to attend, failed to identify them. It was a line ball situation; later, action 
against money lenders spread to Limerick city; but whether the LR.A should have 
been involved in social action of that sort was questionable 

Dundalk: John Doyle of Seatown Place, Dundalk, was shot dead by armed men, 
on August 20. It had no political significance. Raiders had entered a public house 
seeking the takings; in the confusion a customer was fired on. 

Prison Picture: The prison picture at this time was interesting; interesting inas- 
much as there were so few in prison 

Those in Prison: Maryborough: (only later was it officially Portlaoise) 

John McPeake*, Glasgow; sentenced to 6 years on November 6, 1923 for the 
seizure of an armoured car at Bandon in December 1922. 

John Hogan of Clare; penal servitude for life, October 31, 1923. He shot a soldier 
in self defence in the Civil War. 

John Downey of Galway; ten years in September 1923; had set fire to a guards 
barracks. 

Matt Hughes of Galway; three years; he had assisted Downey. 

Patrick Dunleavy of Galway; three years; he also assisted Downey. 

J. Maguire, Co. Donegal; serving 3 years for commandeering a car on behalf of 
the LR.A 

The six above were left-overs from the Civil War, and their sentences were not 
representative of the short sentences normally handed out at this time. 

Mountjoy: Denis Allen of Enniscorthy; James Maguire of Dublin; Tom Maguire 
of Westmeath; William Bolton of Carlow; all on short terms. 

The remanded money lender raiders included: Chris Murphy, Mick Price, Donal 
O'Donoghue, Fiona Plunkett, Róisín O'Doherty and Mick Seary. 

Galway: Mark Killalea; later prominent in Fianna Fail; on remand 


* Jack Mc Peake, who commanded the Free State armoured car at Béal na Bláth on August 22 
1922, brought his car to the І.К.А in October, and remained with them, being extradited from 


Scotland later. See Connie Neenan in Survivors. 
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Belfast: Three arrested in September 1920, on money raiding, and on a death 
charge were held on sentences of 20 years; Frank O'Boyle and Hugh Rogers of 
Tyrone, and Bill Conlon. They were released soon after and extradited to the Free 
State. John Fox was held on a five year sentence, and Tom Walsh on 18 months 
Leaving aside those three, it demonstrates the remarkably low level of Republican 
activity, until well into the thirties, in the Six Counties 

Clonmel: Jimmy Hannigan of Dublin was on a two year sentence. Hannigan was 
later on H.Q staff in the thirties; after which he joined the public lighting dept. of 
Dublin Corporation 

Glasshouse. Curragh: Five Free State soldiers, who had helped Republicans, 
were held on long sentences; Larkin, Greene, Rooney, Gordon, Lean. They were 
released shortly after this date. 

England: Joseph Horan, Pat Walsh, Michael Foley and Pat Galvin were held in 

dstone on varying terms for arms and documents. Francis Breen, John Foley and 
Bernard Iago were held in Dartmoor and other jails on ten year terms. Hugh Daly 
was on 12 months in Wormwood Scrubs, while Jim Killeen was serving 3 months in 
Pentonville 

Imperial Conference: Kevin O'Higgins Minister for Justice, and Desmond 

gerald, Minister for External Affairs, attended in September the Imperial 
Conference in London: O'Higgins being the leader. The Balfour Report presented 
was confirmed; it laid down that Commonwealth countries were deemed to be 


equal in status and in no way subordinate to one another.* 

Twomey Arrested: Raids on Barracks: In November, Maurice Twomey, the 
Chief of Staff, appointed in June, was arrested at Crookedwood, between Mullingar 
and Castlepollard; on his way to a staff meeting. He received only a light sentence, 
but with his hand removed from the tiller, one wonders was it responsible for the 
sudden spurt of raids upon small garda barracks which followed? On the night of 
November 12. 12 were attacked in Cork, Kerry and Meath: no less than 24 were 
entered in Co. Waterford. Two Dun Laoire yacht clubs, the Royal and the George, 
were entered; seemingly in a search for poppies. A Public Safety Bill 1926, was intro 
duced, as a result, on November 16, becoming law on November 19 

Barrack Raids: In St. Luke's, in Cork city, a Sergt. Fitzsimons was killed; and a 


few weeks later at Hollyford in Tipperary, a constable was also killed. The raids, 


pointless seemingly, were said to be an intelligence gathering exercise; instead a 


state of national emergency was proclaimed; ten being arrested in Dublin and ten in 
Cork. An Phoblacht had its press smashed, and missed an issue 

Crumlin Barracks Attacked: The village barracks in the countryside of Co 
Dublin, was into, and Garda Boyle was wounded 

State of Emergency Proclaimed: The Public Safety Act, referred to above, hav- 
ing being passed, a State of Emergency was prox laimed 

Knockanore Barracks Was Attacked, in Co. Waterford. Armed men locked the 
gardaí in a cell and removed records. 

Ballinakill, Laois: When Guard Hanly attempted to hold up two cyclists with- 


by Terence de Vere White 
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out lights, he was shot, and wounded. 

George Gilmore: Despite government unease, George Gilmore, arrested earlier, 
received only an 18 month sentence, with hard labour, early in December; for hav- 
ing rescued 19 prisoners from Mountjoy on November 27, 1925. Gilmore was one of 
the outstanding believers in physical force at this time 

He promptly sought political treatment by commencing a hunger strike, where- 


upon a mass public meeting held in College Green, heard De Valera denounce the 


government and call for support for Gilmore; the Irish people told so often they are mur- 
derers, should now exert their authority. On the platform with him were Art O'Connor, 
President of the Republic in succession to De Valera; Countess Markievicz, Mrs. 
Hanna Sheehy- Skeffington, Eamonn Donnolly and Madame Gonne Mac Bride. 
Underlining his association with Republicanism, despite having founded Fianna 
Fail, De Valera joined with Art O'Connor in issuing new year greetings to Fianna 
Eireann. 

All Detainees Released: All persons detained under the Public Safety Act, were 


released by December 14. 
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Honours: In the London new year honours' lists, Sir James Craig was created 
Viscount Craigavon. He would be Prime Minister 19 years; long after he had out- 
lived his usefulness', according to former М.Р, Н. Montgomery Hyde 

Economic Woe: South Tipperary County Council was reported issuing a cry of 
economic anguish; the military barracks in a number of towns had closed. Cleeve's 
factory had burned, with 300 out; the lactose factory had closed, with 100 laid off: 
the mineral water and glove factories were closed; the Munster House Emporium, 
employing 40 had burned down. The Council chairman added that the speaker had 
not overdrawn the sad condition of the southern part of the county 

Caherconlish: Unknown men had entered the small barracks and burned it 
down 

Gaeltacht Areas: A meeting of speakers, on January 28, from Clare (which still 
had a gaeltacht), Galway, Mayo and Donegal described the conditions prevailing in 
each region, as 'a blot upon the country’. 

Waterford City: The Macdonald margarine factory announced imminent clo- 
sure 

The Currency € ommission, permitting the issue of Free State notes, was estab- 


lished 
Joe McGrath, former minister, was reported on February 3, to have taken an 


action, in which he won damages, against Bretherton, a Morning Post journalist who, 
in a book, accused him of being responsible for the death of Noel Lemass; McGrath 
(who later founded the Sweepstakes) being head of the military secret service at the 


same time. He was not responsible 
Meetings: Open air public meetings in halls and after Mass, were, and would 
continue to be, for all political parties, an established practice. Established also was 


the practice of hiring rhetorical questions, shouting interruptions, and even mini 
riots; especially if the meeting was organised by Cumann na nGael. That party was 


seen as a middle class party closely identified with the executions of the Civil War, 


while its opponents represented vigorous new youth 

Ernest Blythe: Hence it is not surprising that one of those hate figures, Earnan 
de Blaghd Minister for Finance, should be heckled in late January, addressing an 
indoor meeting in Ardee; yes, he granted, peering short sightedly but belligerently, 
as unplea ant for us as a cabinet in that late autumn and into the springtime of 1923 


Merrion Street and decide who was to be That was a thing no one 


* Execution in the Civil War could be for as light a matter as clipping rural phone wires. 


'] 973 » » TU y , 
Capt. O'Connor, in Dundalk Military Barracks, in February 1923, was recorded seeking pay- 
ment for whiskev from Col. O'Higgins, the quartermaster, in Dublin; the whiskey was provid 
ed to tank up the firing squad that had executed three young men on January13; Tom Mc Keon, 


John Mc Nulty and Tom Murray 
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Blythe* had been born into strong farming stock in Maghera, and brought up by 
a stern Co. Antrim Presbyterian family. He turned enthusiastically gaelic, joined the 
Volunteers, and participated in the Movement, but on the political side, thereafter. 
He went 'Free State', and had nodded, in cabinet, for each of those seventy seven 
executions, and the cover-up of considerably more, through unofficial killings. He 
remained a forceful advocate for the language revival, and afterwards for 12 years 
directed the Abbey Theatre 

Desmond Fitzgerald and War: A fair partner for him in cabinet was the Minister 
for External (now Foreign) Affairs, Desmond Fitzgerald; sworn enemy of all things 
[.R.A. To the question whether we might participate again in a world war - the ris 
ing Soviet Union then being identified as the likely enemy - Fitzgerald, in mid 
February, gave his answer; yes, in the event of war the Free State Army must co-operate 


wit irn 


Money Lender Peace: Meanwhile, at another level, the I.R.A published its con 


ditions of peace with the money lenders, so interest rates, at a legal 39 per cent 
would prevail hencefortl 

A Daily Newspaper? It was reported on Friday 25, that a project being investi- 
gated on these lines for Republicans, had failed 


Jim Killeen: His trial, following his Mountjoy esc ape, was reported on February 


Clan na Gael Standpoint in the New Departure: As made clear in Sean Cronin's 
Garrity Papers, the 1926 departure was not welcomed by Clan or by Joe Mc 
Garrity, although he remained friendly with De Valera until 1935. Aiken pressed 
Clan to influence its members but met with a refusal. Clan exists to help an armed 
force in Ireland, was the response 
Republican Bonds: De Valera was in New York early in March to give evidence 
in the Bonds case, contested, for the Free State government, by PS. O'Hegarty, 
Secretary of the Executive Council; and Brennan, the Sex retary of the Dept. of 
Finance, representing Kevin O'Higgins, Minister for Justice, and Desmond 
Fitzgerald, later Minister for Economic Affairs. The action was brought by the gov- 
ernment to obtain possession of $2.5m (formerly $6m). It failed, and some of that 
money helped to create the Irish Press 
Commencement of Annuity Agitation: March 1927 was marked by the com 
mencement of an agitation that was to touch the marrow of Free State politics for 
three quarters of a decade. Like the Civil Rights trump card' in the North in 
1968/69, or the Conscription 'trump card' of 1918, it would unsettle the balance of 
politics in a marked way; and yet this card was later handed gratis to Fianna Fáil, 
because the LR.A at the time was not structured to make use of it. Peadar O'Donnell, 
novelist and polemicist, was primarily a political, rather than a military man; each 
day with Peadar brought with it a bright new idea. But in the case of the oppressed 
small holders of West Donegal he had taken hold of a weapon that would cause rip- 
ples to run through all parts of rural Ireland; that would eventually contribute to 
unseating the Cosgrave government. 


* He tells his own story in Trasna na Bóinne 


Ihe Year 192 


in a small enough way, with an 'anti-landlord' gath ring on a street in 
f Doocharv on the Gweebart in the most poverty stricken part of 
deed it could be s that it really commenced the dav P 

1 а townland near Dungloe; the 


There Will Be Another Day publish: 


Ultimate Financial Settlement: Land annuities w 


те apportioned on the acreae 
of ea farm and were paid ually to the British government following tl 


'ut the landlords. The purchase was 


finan 


nue following the Treaty, and was 


signed by Blythe and Winston 


mment of this agreement amounted to little more than three 


pounds; £3.13 annually, to which was added a quarter of a million in pay 

[ апа сотреп to crown property, 
million, but at that time, with the 26 County budget 
vas felt to be a considerable imposition 


A 


upon western farms was about five pounds, but they had 


5 over the war period; and at this time, when a sound 
be purchased for 25 shillings, a good horse for 15 pounds, while 
old age pension paid only ten shillings a week, money of any sort counted 

Donnell's igitation centred in stoney countryside south east of Dungloe 
where it was manfully assisted by Sean Mc Cool's LR.A unit. It was supported by 
ral reluctance to part with hard earned money, and by an innate and long nur 
ured sentiment that the land had been robbed by the landlord Cunninghams from 
its rightful owners; and now in this century, their descendants should not have to 
pay to recover it. O'Donnell, although he hardly realised it, was on the highway to 
ry 
[hree week ter he was arrested in Dublin by Supt. Peter Ennis, a brother of 
Gen. Tom who had been a Civil War commander on the ES side"*. A minor ‹ harge 
was laid against him but he was not held; there being no Tribunal, or Offences Act 
at that time. Indeed, as we shall see, after the blood letting of the Civil War prose 
cutions and sentences in the Cosgrave period were remarkably mild 
Restless I.R.A: Meanwhile the restless companies of the I.R.A had to be given 
tasks, and one such, from time to time in different areas, could be a local trade boy 
s disputed at that time by Profess lagennis of the Clan na h-Éireann 
lonel Senator Maurice Moore. They contended that all financial claims under 


> had in effect been discounted by the ‘abandonment’ of Fermanagh and Tyrone 
lebt should be set asi s a consequence of the effective abandonment 
ymmission under Article 12. We have sold « Vationalists, Magennis con 


1 nni rereined the nri have b burgled, Colonel Moore declared, and тое 
tended 1 we hai ї wed 1 pri и 


igainst Green, by Michael Hopkinson 
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cott; burning a pro British film, or the destruction of newspapers. So it was that at 
this time a group of men in trench coats met, in the dawn, the mail boat at Dun 
Laoire; took away and set fire to the bales of English newspapers landed on the 
quayside, then promptly making off. 

As an indicator of the straightened economic conditions of the countryside, a 
father, mother and two children were found dead of starvation in West Cork. They 
had been rejected for home assistance through being land holders 

June 1927 Election: With a general election signalled for the state in June, 
nationalists of all sorts sought to combine to expel the hated Cosgrave regime with 
in ‘On to the Republic’ slogan. Anyone with an eye to see could grasp that De Valera 
would win a number in the high forties (most of them already elected but non-sit- 
ting Sinn Féin members), but if the dedicated Sinn Féiners could be persuaded to 


forget their principles and throw in their lot, it might spell the end of the Cumann 
na nGael government, and a gloating quietus for its abhorred figure heads, 
O'Higgins, Fitzgerald-Kenney, Blythe and the rest. It was felt that at this time a sin- 
gle leap could put them straight into government, whereupon they would find 
means to constitutionally ignore the Oath. So the call went out for unity; unity 
among Republicans. Form a united front for the election 

Attempt at Agreed Policy: In mid-May, Mary Mac Swiney discussed this call in 
An Phoblacht and, although hoping for the best, clearly feared the worst if De Valera 
went on to recognise the Treaty position. In an effort to promote electoral unity the 
LR.A had brought the parties together, but in the end they were forced to admit fail- 
ure 

Dissolution of the Fourth Dail: The Fourth Dail was dissolved on May 23. A 
main plank of the LR.A proposal was that there should not be a rush, as a minority, 
into Leinster House which would mean having to take the Oath, but that the two 
groups agree upon a panel of candidates and go forward with I.R.A support to win 
outside parliament, and then to enter, disregarding an Oath 

Fianna Fáil Rejects: They had presented Fianna Fáil and Sinn Féin in meetings, 
with a seven part proposal whereby, there would be this agreed panel and policy 
that would avoid recognition of the status of the Free State. It had been put togeth- 
er by Twomey, Mac Bride and O'Donnell, but it was rejected by Fianna Fail - doubt- 
less by De Valera himself who would have found it too inhibiting, and in his view 
might have meant a loss of that control that he was later seen to exercise for three 
decades over his party. In a careful statement following the rejection, the LR.A reit- 
erated its view to its volunteers that their aim should be the creation of a revolution- 
ary situation favourable for action; contesting elections might be a means but not, as 
with some, an end in itself. 

Io the man and women in the wild flat lands of the West, that could mean only 
'voting for Dev', and the leadership knew this well. The final result after the second 


election in September, showed that the gap, was not closed but near to closing. The 
defeated legions of 1923 had their foot inside the door, and Eamon De Valera was 


still leading them 
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PARTY STRENGTHS: STRENGTH OF PARTIES IN 5 ELECTIONS. 

July 1923 June 1927 Sept 1927 Feb 1932 Jan 1933 
Cumann na nGael 63 17 62 57 48 
л 1 


Sinn Féin nil . ы 


5 

Independents IG 

Labour : 22 

Farmers 11 

Fianna Fáil 4 

Nat League 8 

Centre Party à 

Ihe National League, founded in 1926, was the creation of ( apt Willie 
Redmond, son of John, it inclined towards Cumann na nGael. Frank Mac Dermot's 
Centre Party was founded in 1932 

Sinn Féin Out: Sinn Féin, impoverished financially and confronted by an elec- 
toral oath, did not go forward in September; in effect the elected Fianna Fáil mem- 
bership almost exactly replicated the former Sinn Féin membership 

S.F. President O'Connor Steps Down: Days after, President Art О onnor, soon 
to retire and enter the bar, gave a quiet address, with nothing new in its content, at 
Bodenstown. He had been a singularly uninspiring successor* to the charismatic 
Dev, and would soon be succeeded by J.J. O'Kelly (Sceilg) as chairman only: e.g. not 
as President; although the title, President of Sinn Féin continued in use. Sinn Féin 
after September ceased to count politically, being ridiculed even in the columns of 

It was not to surface again until March 1957 when four LR.A volun 

teers were elected as abstentionist teachtai dala (T.D) 

Kevin O'Higgins Assassinated: Scarcely a month after the June election, on July 
10, Kevin O'Higgins, Minister for Justice, was assassinated on a Sundav morning 
close to his home at Cross Avenue, Blackrock, Co. Dublin.** As the electoral table 
above shows it was the most fortunate turn of events, although doubtless not so 
intended, for Fianna Fail. Indeed, one of the trio in this unofficial LR.A ac tion, was 
a card carrying member of the party since at that time and until Fianna Fail reached 


power, dual membership I.R.A/ Fianna Fail was encouraged 


* Visiting the U.S in July 1926 in the footsteps of De Valera 'he failed to make a stand on 
behalf of the Second Dáil'; admittedly difficult, having been preceded in New York, Chicago 
I delphia and Boston, by De Valera and Archbishop Mannix. ‘Plagued by self doubt as to 
his future career, O'Connor relinquished the presidency in November 1927, and eventually 
broke completely with his colleagues by practising law in the Free State.' (From Patrick Pearse 
and th in Ideal, by Brian P. Murphy.) 
ither also died by assassination, early in 1923, in his home near Stradbally, Co 
Laois. As part of a reprisal policy against ES execution: there being over 50 Republicans exe- 
cuted at that time - seven Oglaigh, on Sunday, February 11. 1923, approached Woodlands, the 
attractive home of his father. His wife and two teenage children were in the house. } Iolding the 


door against them at first, he admitted them., Inviting one to follow into the dining room, 


where he turned upon him, grappling with him. One of the men following promptly shot dead 
Dr Tom Higgins. Influenced by the gaelic revival some years earlier his son Kevin restored the 


prefix ‘O’ to the family name 
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O'Higgins was on his way walking to the Church of the Assumption, 200 metres 
down Booterstown Avenue, at 11.55; his personal bodyguard detective having has- 
tened back on an errand to the residence, where Mrs. O'Higgins, the former Bridget 
Cole, a noted socialite and beauty, who later married solicitor Arthur Cox, * was break 
fasting with cabinet minister Patrick Hogan of Co. Galway. They were joined shortly 
after by Eoin Mac Neill, Minister for Education, who had witnessed the shooting 

The hijacked car of army captain McDonnell had drawn to the kerb and, as 
O'Higg 

they re-entered the car, 
but emerged again when he appeared to raise an ari rossing the deserted road 
way thev each fired, one into the head, one above the heart and one into the 
abdomen, a total of seven. Amazingly he survived for five hours, being sufficiently 
coherent to dictate his will and beg forgiveness for the assassins: he died at 5 p m 
Patrick Hogan, Minister for Agriculture, resided when in Dublin, at the same house 

Normally they went to the same Mass, but on this day, Hogan had arranged for 
golf with Patrick Mc Gilligan, going instead to 10 o'clock Mass with Mrs. O'Higgins 
[In addition to Detective O'Gradv, there remained a uniformed guard in the resi- 
dence. The trio, Doyle, Gannon and Coughlan, said to be on their way to football in 
Gorey, abandoned the car in Milltown (they may have left bicycles there), continu 
ing to Newpark Lodge (since demolished), Stillorgan, the home of Tom Bohan. It was 
into this same house in September 1922, that Free State soldiers fired, killing Rodney 
Murphy of Deansgrange and Leo Murray of Dun Laoire, before arresting Tom and 
James Nolan. That party may have been led by Capt. James Murray said to have led 
the party that dumped the body of Noel Lemass on July 3, 1923 on Cruagh 
(Featherbed) Mountain, and later led the party that killed Joseph Bergin, military 
policeman. Bohan and Gannon spent time in the Joy together during the worst peri 
od of the executions, so they had reason. Bill Gannon died in September 1965, a red 

g and a tricolour upon his coffin. Archie Doyle, true to the last, in the forties was 
still active, and died in St. James' Hospital, Dublin, in 1980 

The frequently top hatted O'Higgins, ex-Maynooth boy, nephew of Tim Healy's 
wife; was a person of great forensic talent, unremitting in argument, upright but 
with an alien streak in his character: from the post- Treaty period he was held in 
admiration by Winston Churchill. His scholastic career towards the priesthood had 


not been without its ups and downs; he had been expelled, or asked to leave, both 


Knockbeg College and Maynooth. It has recently come to light, in a work by Sinéad 
Mc Coole, that from 1921 he carried on a sultry affair with Hazel Lavery, American 
эо 


born wife of the painter; Hazel being then 41 and Kevin 29. A recently unearthed 
packet of his letters confirmed the relationship 


ry appeared in 1985, that the names of the three men 


d carpenter, was a foreman in the Office of Public Works later 
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Wrongly accused of calling for the execution of Rory, Liam, Dick and Joe',* his 
death, as it led to a second general election in 1927, was an unexpected bonus for 
Fianna Fail. All hell broke loose however with the killing; the LR.A was aghast: 
denying complicity, while blaming it upon dissidents within the Free State awe 
even upon annoyed public house owners, whom O'Higgins had been legislating to 
restrict. Some newspapers suggested that it could be a private vengeance. All city 
traffic ceased, with 300 priests heading the concourse to Glasnevin 

Owen Donnelly: Oriel House, running down their list of H.Q men, pulled in 20, 
among them Owen Donnelly, George Plunkett, Frank Kerlin, Mick Fitzpatrick, 
Brendan O'Carroll, and brother Kevin, Henry and Aubrey Hunt, Joseph Reynolds 
sean Mac Bride (later), James and Jeremiah Grey, and Tod Andrews. All were even- 
tually discharged.** 

Archbishop Byrne issued a special pastoral following the death: denounc ing it 
as 'murder, stark and hideous : 

Take the Oath and Break It: In the tension following the death of O'} liggins, Sean 
Lemass told that Fianna Fail was being urged to take the Oath and break it: I cannot 
imagine, he declared, that political morality should sink so low 

Meanwhile, the Party was campaigning in the country for its abolition; they con- 
sidered taking a test case, but that, said Lemass, 'would be like arraigning the І Jevil in 
the court of hell’. Two weeks later, on being taxed upon the subject, De Valera declared: 
‘under no circumstances whatever would I subscribe to such an Oath. That is final.' 

The Geneva Naval Conference broke down at this time. Britain sought to enlarge 
its naval gunnery and retain its dreadnoughts 'for reasons of security’ = 

Public Safety Act: The government геѕр‹ nded to the assassination by introducing 
a new Public Safety Act, and an Electoral Amendment Bill; the latter requiring that an 
oath be taken before standing for election. Under the first named there would be an 
extension of the death penalty. A Military Tribunal was also envisaged, but it was not 
until 1931 that that was put in place. The 1927 Act, a severe encroachment on liberty, to 


quote ES L.Lyons, was repealed in December 1928 


The new Act would consist of three bills, providing inter alia that candidates must 


] 


* Not true. When it was proposed at a cabinet meeting in a barricaded Merrion Street that 
Rory O'Connor, Lia fellows, Richard Barrett and Joe Mc Kelvey, then prisoners in Mountjoy 
be executed as a reprisal for the shooting dead in Dublin of pro-Treaty T.D Sean Hales of West 
Cork, and the wounding of another, Pádraig O Máille of Galway; Eoin Mac Neill was the first 
to agree, while O'Higgins held back; 'is there no other way' he w hispered O'Connor had been 
best man at his wedding in Dublin in October 1921 when, from the letters they had exchanged, 
one could see that they had been on very close terms. The assassination of Hales, and the 


attempt on Ó Máille at Ormond Quay, was the work of north side Dubliner, Owen Donnelly, 


and was acting in line with a Republican response, announced by General Liam Lynch to the 
m of September/October 1922, which permitted the Free State 


draconian Army Powe ti 


government to execute prisoners for anything deemed - even in the most tenuous way - to aid 


or abet action against the National Forces 


** See Ulick O'Connor: Executions, for Donnelly. who, in fact, was the lone gunman in the 


› assasination of Sean Hales and the attempt on О Maille 


9? 
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declare their allegiance to the Constitution, while the referendum provision (which 
might have enabled the citizenry under Article 47 to put an end to the Oath), was abol- 
ished. There would be provision for the suppression of organisations and publications, 
for deportations, military courts, and a death sentence for the possession of arms. It 
never went as far as that 

The Act passed into law after August 10, having been opposed by the Labour Party 
and some Independents. Fianna Fail thereupon issued a statement that their members 
would sign the form (of Oath) to comply with Article 4, but they would regard it as an 
empty formality. They arrived on the following day in a body; the ceremony of signing 
being witnessed by the Clerk of An Dail, Colm O Murchadha. (See below. They had 
presented themselves earlier after the election but were refused entry) 

Passing of Countess Markievicz: Within days of O'Higgins' death, the much loved 
Countess Markievicz passed away at the early age of 43. She had trailed a colourful 
swathe through recent decades; from Castle balls, to 1913 soup kitchens, to fighting in 
the uprising in St. Stephen's Green. Not to be forgotten was poetess Eva Gore-Booth, 
her sister from that remarkable house, Lissadell in Co. Sligo, who had died a year earli- 
er. (as sadly had her mother, between both bereavements.)100,000 filed past her coffin 
in the Rotunda, Parnell Square, both City Hall and Mansion House, having being 
refused by City Commissioners Séamus O Murchadha, Dr. W. Dwyer and P. J. Hernon, 
while soldiers and C.L.D prevented a final I.R.A volley over her grave.* Her passing 
however, freed De Valera from the embarrassment of 'taking the Oath' and entering 
Leinster House while she lived. The established state was proving intractable to change 
by any other means so he recognised that he must bow to it. Indeed, as far back as the 
Nier Valley of March 1923, when he slept in the same room as his co-heir Frank Aiken 
(if one is to credit Sean Dowling in Survivors 1987 ed), the political road that he would 
follow was already germinating. Constance Gore-Booth, faithful Republican and elect- 
ed Fianna Fail T.D, might have sought to make him evade the act of signing; with her 
death there was now no hindrance.Her grave was opened in the Republican Plot, in 
Glasnevin; the coffin being carried there by De Valera, Patrick Ruttledge, Frank Aiken 
and Count Casimir Dunin Markievicz. The Count was a noted portrait painter and 
playwright. In 1913 he had left Ireland, and for the remainder of his life lived in east- 
ern Europe and Warsaw until his death in 1932. He returned briefly in 1927 to be at his 
wife's bedside. 

Vienna Revolt: A revolt in the city by communists and socialists was suppressed 
on July 18 

De Valera Takes Oath: On August 11, 1927, with his 44 followers, De Valera pre- 
sented himself again, I am taking no oath, he said, thereupon signing the declaration; a 
procedure that his retinue then followed.** One week later they entered Dail Eireann to 
support a Labour motion of censure. Had it then succeeded, a coalition of Labour with 
National League (Vincent Rice defecting) and Fianna Fail could have been in govern- 


ment from August 1927; but it failed, as a second League member*** and sup- 


* Dublin was governed by those three from 1924 until 1930 
** Moving a bible to one side, each signed a book in which the following declaration was 
printed:- I, (name) do solemnly swear true faith and allegiance to the Constitution of the Irish Free 
» as by law established, and that 1 will be faithful to Н.М King George V, his heirs, successors by 
1 virtue of the common citizenship of Ireland with Great and her adherence to and mem- 


group of nations forming the British Common f Nations 


*** From whom came the saying, ‘there must be a Jir yn it’. But see an earlier reference 


to Jinks. A very successful race horse of the name ran afterwards. The vote resulted in a dead- 


lock, but the Ceann Comhairle voted for the government 
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of the motion, Alderman John Ji 1 hearty lunch, was left in 


inken state in a Harcourt t hotel, by his fellow 
M 


countyman (and 
ajor | in Cooper of Markree Castle who then stole swift- 


lv to Kildare Street. ( ooper's other companion was R.M. Smylie, late of Sligo, an lat 
( go, anc 


ndant member) 
still only a journalist with the Irish Time 
Victory for Cumann na nGael left the way open for the threatened penal le 
lation; the LR.A had now to pre pare for that. B solely as a military ore inisation 
they could agi only from the street 


І.К.А In and Out of Government: They could not pretend to act as 


>а govern 


ment; in the springtime of the Volunteers had allowed themselves to come 


nominally under the control of the revolutionary Dail, but in March 1922, disillu- 


sioned in the aftermat f the Treaty, they reverted to volunteer status They were 


then, as a G.H.Q, free of parliamentary control, but that imposed its own constraints 
That situation altered again on October 25, 1922 when, with civil war raging, and 
| hat they owed a political framework to their thousands of non-militar, 
[.R.A permitted itself to come under the control of an emergency 
closing months of war; March, April, May, De Valera, ac ting as 
oured, by carrying on peace negotiations, to secure terms - in the 
vent fruitless - which an armed faction would not have been able to do 

E.S.B Established: The Electricity Supply Board was established in this month 
would be to create the network that would distribute power from the 

Shannon Scheme then being built at Ardnacrusha 
І.К.А Its Own Master: Following the releases from internment in late 1923/24. 
\ tinued as the 'Army of the Republic’ under Chief of Staff Frank Aiken 
President De Valera, and a cabinet of ministers; but with the real seat of power in 


t everyone, rec ognised it asa 


hands in Merrion Street; everyone, or almos 

charade. Once Fianna Fáil, in August 1927, entered Leinster House, the attraction of 
remaining under a shadow Sinn Féin government, now more vestigial than ever. 
had ceased. The LR.A had pre-empted this, when at their Dalkey Convention of 
November 14, 1925; upon despatching Aiken, it severed again its connection with 
the Dail 

Public Safety Act 1927: Fianna Fail had entered Leinster House two years too 
late to prevent ic eptance of the Six County Boundary Commission, or the 'damned 
good bargain' financial settlement of 1926, but they still sought to frustrate the 
Public Safety Act of 1927 which threatened a Tribunal, and an extension of the death 
penalty; and which required candidates for election to give an undertaking on atten- 
dance; a clause which ruled out abstention in the future. Government should not gov- 
ern with a dagger in its pocket, Col. Maurice Moore declared in the Senate, while Р] 
Ruttledge was to add a few weeks later in October, that the government had 'out 
Heroded-Herod'. Statements were issued from the І.К.А and Sinn Féin calling for 
resistance. At the same time the Irish Rosary was calling for co-operation by Church 
and State, 'as in Italy and Spain'. Miscreants should be tried by matter-of-fact tri 
bunals behind closed doors, declared 'Delta 


widelv that for much of his life R.M. Smyle had another role, that of agent 
in the late twenties he was editor from 1934 


Working for the Irish 


in September 195 


on De Valera's г vas reconstituted in October 1922 
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Agricultural Credit Corporation: This farmers bank was established at this 
time 
Attempts to Co-ordinate: A short lis ed Advisory Council was formed in the 
wake of entry to co-ordinate Fianna Fail, Sinn Féin and LR.A activity. After some 
time it was found that 'it could serve no useful purpose’, so it ended. Critically, Mary 
Mac Swiney was writing for An Phoblacht a piece headed 'The Parting of the Ways' 
Mrs. Sheehy-Skeffington felt sorely on the issue also, and resigned from Fianna 
- she busied herself henceforth with the Movement, joining the editorial staff of 
hoblacht later. Another Republican writer suggested as an attitude to Fianna Fail 
your charity but non co-operation’. That may be so, but the party now strenuously 
| hed likely electoral candidates from the Movement; Sean Moylan, Oscar 
Traynor, Mark Killalea, Mary Mac Swiney herself, Tom Maguire of Mayo, Professor 
were all approached, but to no avail; although the fire eating Moylan and 
a joined later. Oscar Traynor, a prime target for this proselytism, declared; it 
ot my intention now or at any future date to betray my electors. Shortly afte: 
however, he did just that when he joined Fianna Fail, and retained the former 5.1 
seat for Fianna Fail in north Dublin 


25 the government easily won two by-elections in Dublin; Sinn Féin 


On August 
being at the bottom of the poll with candidates ( harles Murphy and Dr. Kathleen 
Lynn. Mayo born Kathleen Lynn was with the Citizen Army in the Rising: was on 

F Executive, and was a Dail member for Dublin North. She later founded St 
Ultan's Infant Hospital 

Mac Bride Charged: Sean Mac Bride was charged on August 25 with the mur 
ler of O'Higgins. He was discharged four days later and re-arrested on a new 
charge, but was released a few weeks after. On the same day, An Dáil was dissolved 
Sinn Féin had 5 T.D's elected in June; Mrs. Brugha, Daithi Kent, Dr. J.A. Madden, 
Austin Stack and Oscar Traynor. Due to lack of funds, and the constitutional obsta 
cles, none of these could now go forward 

One Eyed Gunner: An official report states that on August 27, Detective 
O'Donnell, of Mallow, while cycling, suddenly encountered upon the road, Con 
Healv, known as the One Eyed Gunner. He directed four shots at O'Donnell; weeks 
later, he was arrested and sentenced to five years 

J.J. Walsh View: J. J. Walsh, a moderate nationalist and minister within govern- 
ment, resigned, having kept quiet with difficulty until this time; ‘I accepted the 
Treaty with great reluctance and only because satisfied that it was to be this man- 
gled concession or none at all. I certainly can never reconcile myself to the high 
indemnity of five and a half million pounds per annum. England is making parti- 
tion permanent. I believe in friendship with I ngland but hold it will be soon enough 
to show friendship when her colonial advisors decide to hand back those chunks of 
territory deliberately torn from us in the Treaty of 1921 

In the same issue of An Phoblacht in which that appeared, there also was dis- 


played a half page advertisement calling for support from ‘every Irish Irelander' for 
I 


'ianna Fail. 
Election Result: The state of the parties was published on September 
24:Cumann na nGael 62. Fianna Fáil 57. Labour 13. Independents 13 Farmers 6. 
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National League 2. 
New Parliament: The new parliament, as a result of the September election, met 
on October 10; W.T. Cosgrave, being elected President of the Executive € ouncil by 
votes; with Blythe in Finance, Fitzgerald in Defence, Mc Gilligan in Industry and 
Commerce, Marcus O'Sullivan in Education, Fitzgerald-Kenney in Justice, Hogan in 
‘iculture and Fionan Lynch in Fisheries ү 
Mexico: Mexico was in revolt again in October, and there were many casualties 
In The North: The government announced on October 11 that, for the sake of 
strong government, proportional representation would be abolished. At the same 
time they were renewing the Special Powers Act 1922 
Р.К, in local elections, was abolished after passage of a Local Gov ernment Bill on 
July 5, 1922. It resulted at once in the loss for nationalists of a swathe of important 
towns; Derry, Omagh, Dungannon, Enniskillen and Newry. The job-giving authori- 
ty moved into unionist hands, resulting in wholesale loss of opportunity for 
Catholics 
North: Dual Standard Justice: An official dual standard was adopted from the 
earliest years, and has continued. As Patrick Buckland, in Irish Unionism, has writ- 
ten, ‘the law 
application to Protestant and Unionist offenders was often tempered by discretion 


was vigorously enforced against Catholics and Nationalists, but its 


and political considerations 
Sean Mac Cool: Sean Mac Cool (Sean Mac Cumhail) of Stranorlar whom 


O'Donnell describes as deeply read but very much the І.К.А man, was reported now 


vo months in Mountjoy; Mac Bride was still being held there on the O'Higgins 


ge, later chang lle prosequi, only to be then prosecuted on a minor mat 


ter; and then let go, cat and mouse like, as that prosecution was not proceeded with 
either. 

Leftward Image: Peadar O'Donnell, the Prices and Gilmores, sought now to pro 
ject a leftward image by setting up à short lived League of Republican Workers. The 
left-seeking efforts would continue into the middle of the next decade. In the I ail, 
P. ] Ruttledge read a list of Free State army men held for serious crimes, but quickly 
released, while 12 .R.A men held long term in Maryborough were staging a protest 


George Gilmore at this time was in solitary confinement in Mountjoy 
The League of Republican Workers: [he League of Republican Workers briefly 
surfaced again in the columns when Mary Mac Swiney wrote rejecting it; counter- 


ing with aspects of Sinn Féin policy. Peadar O'Donnell commented upon these edi- 


torially, declaring his support for Sinn Féin; he would back it but would then seek 


to push it further when its lesser objective was obtained 
Fishermen Lost: On the last day of October, in stormy weather, 39 fishermen 
[he King sent £100 to the Governor- General, 


from the Galway islands were lost 
while the Queen sent £50 

Russell Held: Early in November Sean Russell was held; he was one of the 19 
taken from the Tov bv Gilmore on November 27 1925, so he had been two years at 
liberty. Russell was permanently on H.Q staff from 1919, as Director of Munitions, 
until, with one short break, he departed for the U.S in April 1939. In Mountjoy he 


was joined by Mick Price; the evidence against him being that he had a list of num 
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bers of police cars 

Repeal of Act: Fianna Fail in An Dail attempted to repeal the Public Safety Act 
but the move was defeated 

Inchicore Hall Fired: The British Legion hall in Inchicore, was set on fire on 
November 10. 

Convention: An Phoblacht reported that a volunteer, Pat Ryan, was being offered 
a job in the Land Commission, if he would disclose the whereabouts of dumps. A 
six line report announced that the І.К.А had just held a General Army Convention 
at a secret location near Dublin, attended by 80 delegates. It was the practice to hold 
it at least every two years.Peadar O'Donnell and Mary Mac Swiney continued their 
friendly joust. Republicans, he argued, should indulge in 'direct action'; and the 
place to begin was in resisting the land annuities. Peadar had the bit in his teeth now 
and was not going to let go 

Dungloe Welcome: Sympathetic and concurrent was the announced release, 
with lighted tar barrels in Dungloe, of Sean Mc Cool, O'Malley and Bernard 
O'Donnell, brother of Peadar. They 'had obstructed planter landlordism in Tí: 
Conaill'; the bandwagon was commencing to move 

Ned O'Reilly and Jim Ryan: In December, Ned O'Reilly and Jimmy Ryan were 
being charged before a jury in Green Street with the offence of shooting dead Garda 
Ward at Holyford in December 1926, during the raiding of that time. Ryan had been 
extradited from England while O'Reilly had been arrested twelve months befor« 
[he prosecution against them failed and they were released 

^ week later, at a Release the Prisoners meeting - a bare dozen in jail at this time 
in the South - Sinn Féin and Fianna Fáil were represented; evidently the De Valera 
party wanted to maintain bridges; if only for future electoral support 

O'Donnell and Stack: Approaching Christmas, Peadar in An Phoblacht was 
again sniping at Sinn Féin. Its honorary secretary, Austin Stack opposed a motion 
refusing payment of annuities to England. Maybe so, at this remove we cannot say 
what were the circumstances, although 'Sceilg', J. J. O'Kelly, its President, was for 
withholding them 

Sinn Féin Ard Fhéis: Its Ard Fhéis was held at this time; bi ing attended, one 
notes, by J.H. Fowler representing the Casement Cumann of London. Fowler, 


although not an activist, left England early in the 1939 Campaign, settling in Dublin, 


and producing a little pamphlet, Bombs ати r Reverberations. The Ard Fhéis, a fort 


before Christmas, was attended by 12 legates; with 'Sceilg' as President, 
id. chaired by Fr. Michael O' Flanagan anc ary Mac Swiney. A resolution sup 


porting the LR.A and Cumann na mBan was carried. As for the Annuities, Peadar 
O'Donnell writing a fortnight later interpreted; 'Sceilg and Stack do not 


see eye го 
eye, but Stack is more hesitant than opposing 
Working Farmers: A call came from O'Donnell seeking groups who would trav 
el among ‘working farmers’, as distinct, one supposes, from the hated 'ranchers'; and 
these groups should seek to persuade them to withhold their annuities. Support 
within Fianna Fail and rural people for such action was far from clear cut; many 
lieved that debts incurred under the Wyndham Act of 1903, loan financed as it 


ad been, should be repaid 


C hronology: The Year 1927 


When pressed by O'Donnell's organisation, Fianna Fáil kicked for touch by 


appointing a committee to look into it. That brought w ry smiles as the Republican 


leadership knew full well that, in the fullness of time, De Valera would make his 
»wn decision 

James Nugent: An official report states that he escaped from Mountjoy, wa 
wounded, but was recaptured in Clonmel on December 21 

When under treatment in St. Brican's Hospital, he escaped from there, on 


January 20, 1928 
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dare, did they dare 10 slay Owen Roe O'Ne 1иї 


] ], I i li 
w with poison him they feared to meet with 


, { / / / LI / ; 4 7 
1рет up their Dearts. May their blood cease to flou 


лп death, who poisoned Owen Roe! 
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> No > и look ha h nleasure unon the nrnore. 
Cosgrave’s New Year: We look back with pleasure upon the progress made. He then 


announced his intention to go to the U.S. He was to spend only a few days in New 
York; being greeted by posters, Welcome Cosgrave: God Save the King. In Canada 
four carriages of the train in which he was travelling, were accidently derailed 

Stanley Baldwin, for Britain, spoke of a better spirit in Industry and a desire between 

1 al К co-operate 

"Мой For The Irish Press: De Valera sailed shortly after Christmas 1927 to the 
Unite ates, where he sought to raise around a million dollars with w hich to set 
up a daily newspaper; all of the Irish dailies, except the Irish Ne:ws of Belfast, beine 
then bitterly opposed to him. It was a clever and necessary move, if he was to pro- 
ject party and secure election. The U.S courts had ordered in 1922 that $ 2,500,000 
the balance of a Dáil $6,000,000 external loan placed in three deposit boxes there by 
trustee Stephen O'Mara, should be withheld pending action in the U.S court. By 
agreement, early in 1927 with Sinn Féin, a case on behalf of the bondholders came 
before an ‘piste Bas court, which declared on May 11, 1927 that the mone у should 
be returned to the original subscribers. De Valera, backed by Sean T. O'Kelly and 
officers of the American Association for Recognition of the Irish Republic, a Fianna 
Fáil sponsored body, was standing by, hand outstretched, to collect a major part of 
the liberated funds on behalf of ‘the Republican position’. For that, read the newly 
founded ЕР Party, and its projected newspaper the Irish Press. Astutely, that future 
company was structured in such a manner that control would remain with the De 


Valera family 


ind emigration are problems most urgently pressing for solution, he 


innounced before leaving, but Fianna Fáil has a programme that will end both. 
the Republic) O'Connor, at a Sinn 


President O'Connor Retires: President (of 
Féin Dáil Eireann session of January, announced that he was stepping down. A sin- 
man but his shortness of term and the manner of his going, lowered furthei 
He had assumed the mantle in April 1926, and 


cere 
public interest in the skeletal body 
now, only 20 months later, he was bowing out, to practice at the Free State bar 
Police searches countrywide continued regularly. At this time, they were being 
reported from Wexford town where they sought two escapees; Ryan and Rock, from 
Mountjoy; one being a native of Wexford, and one from Macroom 
In this same month, James Nugent was rescued from an armed guard in hospi- 
l, having been one of those sprung by Gilmore in November 1925. With es apes, 


ta 


matched by captures, taking place all of the time, the IL.R.A was making sure to keep 


the state upon its toes 


James Nugent Freed: The I.R.A commandeered a car from Major Myerscough of 


Dundrum, and proceeded to raid St. Brican's military hospital, seeking Nugent 
Nugent had been wounded by police hunting him in Clonmel. On this occasion two 


detectives guarding him were overpowered and he was freed 
уЗ 


Chief Warder Grace was reported shot and wounded on January 23 under cover 


Ё darkness about 7.30 p.m, close to Hanlon's Corner. Carried out by ‘die hard ele 


in Ideal, for a full account 
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ments’, the Irish Times suggested; seeking, after the James Nugent rescue, to coun- 
teract President Cosgrave's reception in the U.S 

Cosgrave in U.S: He was at this time in Washington (where students of 
Columbia University demonstrated against him); and the hope was that tourist trat- 
fic would benefit. After eight weeks away, he arrived home early in | ebruary, to a 
gun salute at Kingstown. 

De Valera in U.S: De Valera had spent some months in America from early 
March 1927 appearing in the Bonds case when the court directed that $2.500,000 ot 
the remaining funds should i be returned to the bondholders; Irish people resident in 
the U.S. He returned again at this time, his visit overl: apping with qe rave. His 
purpose, he announced, was to collect some of the monies being given back to set 
up a newspaper that will publish the truth even if the truth is again . He hoped to 
raise as ава sum to finance the start-up costs of the Irish xis whi h cost was 


11 
eventually to top £250,000. He arrived home one week after Cosgrave. 


Economic Ege Free State exports rose by 3 million in 1927 and now stood 
at around £110 million. 

Tim Coughlan and Sean Harling: Early in February there was a strange occur 
rence in the darkness of an evening in respectable suburban Dartry Road, when 
Volunteer Tim Coughlan sought to shoot, in the small front garden, Sean Harling of 
Woodpark Lodge. Harling today would be des ribed as a double agent; a tiny mean 
faced man, having had a background in the Irish Volunteers, and claiming to have 
worked for "Mick Collins'; and for a while as a driver for Countess Markievicz. At 
this time he was working for the Free State Oriel House chief, David Neligan. 
Accused of betraying a major LR.A dump in С Јаѕпеуіп, he was sought for execution, 
but the plan misfire »d, and Coughlan, who was acc ompanied by another volunteer, 
was shot in the head by Harling,* and was dead on admission to the Meat th Hospital 
Tim Coughlan, of Inchicore, from a sterling Republican family, both male and female 
members of whom were in the Movement, along with Arc hie Doyle and Bill 
Gannon, had slain Kevin O'Higgins less than eight months before. As for Harling; 
under the pseudonym Hurley, Neligan had him and his family whisked, at state 
expense, to the United States, w here however he chose not to remain, returning to 
Dublin and receiving a clerical officer post in the Revenue Commissioners. He died 
in 1979 

Michael O'Brien: Michael O'Brien, a Leitrim or north Roscommon man, was 
captured at this time. After the Tan struggle he had dian the Free State Army, but 
deserted soon after linking up with the Arigna column of Jimmy and Michael ( ull 
Run to earth, he was conc le mned to death but escaped on the morning fixe 'd for his 
execution, in February 1923 

Tim Coughlan Funeral: Meanwhile Tim Coughlan was given an ees 
funeral through Dublin attended by Re p ans and followers of Fianna Fail, 
which party he had been a member. We will avenge Tim Coughlan, announced the nor 

illv serene Sean Mac Entee; in decades лда De Valera’s Minister for Finance; and 


"ht man when it came to denouncing Republicans. С oughlan had fought in 


story, told in impressive detail in Curious Journey by Ken Griffith and Tim 


O'Grady, was published by Hutchinson 1982 
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1922, and had been interned. Among the wreaths was one from Fianna Fail, South 


City Comhairle Ceanntair. Fr. Dunne, the parish priest of Donnybrook, thought dif 


П 


ferently; а would be assassin, he declared from his pulpit, has been given a public funer- 


i 
( 


lacht; were 


il through 1 t. That provoked Peadar O'Donnell to inquire in An Pho 


the Dunnes from a poor stock? 
James Mac Neill, of the Co. Antrim family, High Commissioner in London, and 
brother of Eoin, former Minister for Education, was installed on February 1, as 


| 
Governor-General, in succession to Tim Healy 

William O’Brien: A link with Parnell was severed on February 26, when William 
O’Brien, M.P for Cork, died in London 

U.S Quota on Immigration from the Free State was set at 17,427 persons 


Estimates for 1928-29: Estimates fixed at £22,433,000, showing a decrease of 
£1.5million, were published. 


John Brosnan: John Brosnan of Co. Kerry was reported in court in Dublin upon 

a charge of treason 
Egypt Rejects: On March 7, Egypt, then a type of protectorate within the British 
pire, rejected a treaty proposed by Britain. Egypt instead, called for a total evac- 
tion by Britain who, in response, issued a ‘a stern warning. Egypt was ignoring 


It was followed by a severe ‘will stand no nonsense’ demarche listing 


demands 
P. | Ruttledge: John McPeake: P. J Ruttledge was reported, on March 15, making 


a plea for the five long term prisoners in Maryborough. He cited cases of soldiers 


imprisoned there for murder and who had been released. Specifically on the John 
case, Patrick Hogan, Minister for Agriculture, said that Mc Peake was in 
irmoured car when Collins was ambushed on August 22. The gun 
хл А 

УЦ 


ler occasion Feake 15 а traitor who should be 


j 
vi 


Scotland Yard: Scotland Yard was reported concerned, on March 22, that the 


5 purchasing, and dumping arms in England; a Chinese ship's steward had 
r - н o ‹ 


en detained 
Stormont Commenced: The foundation stone of the new parliament building at 
Stormont, in the southern suburbs of Belfast, was laid, in March 1928, upon rising 


'round the 


the centre of an estate purc hased from Lord Bangor, whose residence, the 


tle, stands within the estate. The entire cost would be funded by 


gothic Stormont cast 


Architect, Sir Arnold Thornley, of 


the British Government, who also appointed the 
Liverpool 
time was Frank Ryan, adjutant of 


Frank Ryan: Moving up in the ranks at this 
Dublin Brigade: sometimes teaching Irish or céili dancing for Craobh na Cuig gCuigi 


ker with the Irish Tourist Association in Upper O’Connell Street, and 


lach, and soon to be editing, with Geoffrey Coulter, An 


Raids and Courts: Meanwhile, widespread C.I.D raids were reported from Cork 


lare. Mavo, Donegal and Derry; later, under Special Powers, four youths from 


while Stephen Murphy, one of the Mountjoy 19, was recap- 
an Russell ind Mick Price were 


ondon 


ind promptly sent back. 5x 
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arraigned before Justice O'Byrne in I ublin where, despite his intemperate remarks, 
the jury disagreed on the charges; both men were put back 

Shelia Humphreys: Her home at 36 Ailesbury Road was searched on April 11 
Copies of Ghosts and a jury panel were found 

Peadar O’Donnell continued to fan the flame of the Annuity agitation; this time 
with a public meeting in Dublin with Col. Maurice Moore in the chair. A resolution 
passed repudiated the Annuities and the terms of Blythe’s Ultimate Financial 
Settlement 


Killester: The British Legion hall in the village, was burned overnight, on Apt il 


Sean Т. O'Kelly: Having returned, following a prolonged tou safeguarding De 
Valera's financial position in America, he was at this іт editing The Nation; a stop- 
gap weekly pending the arrival of The Irish Press. On being charged with question- 
ing a judge’s partiality in a political case, he had been fined one hundred pounds. 
Sean T, a Dubliner, had an attractive and effervescent personality; retaining for years 
after an affinity for the ‘old crowd’ despite political division 

Middelton Mills: More bad economic news; the mills, employing 150, were to 
close. Pierce of Wexford also. Heavy snow was reported all over, including the city 
of Dublin 

Too Many Guards? Sean Lemass in An Dail was complaining that at 7000 there 
were too many civic guards in the country. (There are at present 12,000) 

Arigna LR.A: The column were reported, on April 5, refusing to allow Dr. 
O'Dowd, Т.Р speak at the commemoration of the Cull brothers and Pat Tymon. This 
arose from the fact that Dr. O’Dowd had recently ‘entered the Free State assembly 

Florence Mc Carthy, (Blaithnid Nic Carthaig) Arrested: In а sear h, on April 10, 
of Sinn Féin offices, and then of her home, pamphlets entitled Ghosts were 
unearthed. The pamphlets attempted to convince jurors that they should not convict 
Republicans. She was later sentenced to six months imprisonment 


Easter Commemoration: Demonstrations of I.R.A, the Irish Times reported, had 
taken place in various parts of Ireland, characterised by the usual inti-English speeches. 
Eight men were arrested in Milltown Cemetery, Belfast, where all such commemo 
rations were under permanent ban. Ernie ( ‘Malley spoke to a parade in Limeric k 

Russian Money? Sir William Joynson-I licks, Home Secretary, was reported on 
April 9, in Parliament, stating that money found on Irish gunmen, arrested in 
London before Easter, had been issued by a Russian bank. Two Russian banks then 
called for an investigation, but the matter was not pursued 

Annuity Campaign: Meanwhile, the annuity campaign seemed close to 
foundering, until again fanned alight by Peadar. In Clare, volunteers raided a solic- 
itors office in Ennis, removing files of impending seizures. In Co. Galway, close to 
Loughrea, Fr. John Fahy was briefly jailed for assaulting a bailiff.* 

O’Donnell was in and out of jail over the summer. Brought to trial in Dublin, 


he told the jury that his campaign was part of a vast I.R.A conspiracy; which was 


untrue, as the Army had not yet adopted it; and that they should acquit him, which 
the V did 


See Appendix for Fr. John Fahy 


De Valera on Platform: Th 


John Hogan: April 1928 brought famil \ ; from the jails; John Hogan of 


ted already on a ten year sentence in Marvborough having 
:If- defence in the Civil War, was »orted in solitary confinement for 
wear prison clothes; it was a manifestation 


f t 
| 


the eternal tug-o 


the outside, and because 


lispersi d by 

violent scenes at 
ressed by Frank Ryan, Liam Raul of Sinn Féin, and Donal 
Gilmore, having served an 18 month sen- 


released; he brought out th ws that five the women prisoners had 

n hunger strike; one being Shelia Humphreys. Since 1923 tl had been no 
} А 1 

prisoners, but from now on the girls would figure 


Numbers in Jail: At this tim howeve! d ere was the remar! ibly low figure of 


cknowleds Republican prisoners in jail; north, south, and in England. After 
imprisonments fluctuated around that figure; e. g. 10 to 20 all told; 


»f these being Civil Wa t-overs 0 iger stints. Three quarter 


After 1935 the total in the idministrations soared 
939 they soared to over one thousand 

Egypt and England: Britain continu: d its pressure on Egypt, sending Cairo an 

iw a Bill regulating public n s, ‘as it would endanger for 

‘postponed the В Asa ritain Шеа certain war 


hips which were afloat in readiness, 


New York Protest: A protest with a difference was rted on May 15. English 


in New York at the 

flyers who had ed from Baldonnel, April 13, via 
The Tunkers 33 duralumin aircraft was piloted by 
es C. Fitzmaurice and Capt. Hermann Koehl, with th promoter, the 
п Gunter Von Huenfeld, suffering incurable cancer, on board. At times 
530 feet above the т, and never more than one thousand 
considered that, as the Free State was part of the British Empire, 


»uld have been flown. In the event, only German and Irish flags wer: 


Second Dail Disputation: Disputation betweet Mary Mac Swiney and Peadar 


O'Donnell in An Phoblacht continued on and off 1 thoroughly upright and 


lear sight TT 1 was no longer an elected Г.О, having lost he position for Cork 
сеа wht I 1, Wa Ig 

election, although she remained as a T.D of the shadowy Second 

as discussing the s il outlook of the men of 1916; and 


chastised him 
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ting that some weeks later in July, John O'Mahony Т.Р, Second Dáil 
laring, at Cathal Brugha Street, that Féin is an organis 1 out to ove? 


"7 tal 31422111 1 ic nrenarrp:d rb nth onthe » sty 37n)j OYE , 
system and is prepared E ork with other revolutionary organisa- 


оге ( 
pre If SOCIMI 1 


that end. Sean was ‘Big John’ of Fleming’s Hotel, a Republican stopping place 
and 32 Gardiner Place 
in was still in offices on the first floor of 23 Suffolk Street; not transferring 
to Parnell Square until mid-1931. Sean Moylan and Sean Buckley, later T.D's for 
Fianna Fail, and Dr. Kathleen Lynn (who was loaning her Glenmalure Cottage at this 


T 
[ 


time to Dorothy Macardle to allow her write her authoritive The Irish Republic), were 
still at this time with Sinn Féin 

O'Donnell's Secret Room: Sinn Féin now de d to support the agitation to 
repudiate the Annuities, but with outgoing President Art O’Connor dissenting 
Another raid was reported on 39 Marlborough Roa 1; the home of Peadar and Ше 


Peadar had a secret room on the first floor; incorporated beyond the dead 


pstairs corridor 
George Nash, Belfast: In a raid on 52 Gibson Street, on June 12 at 6.0.am, 23 rifles 
The organisation appears to have directed him to recognise the court 
o contest the R.U.C evidence 
Retain the Annuities: Influenced by th velling agitation led by Реааат 
Donnell: De Valera, on Tune 21, tabled a motion that the Annuity money be 


Although it was defeated an inspired outing it was calculated to 


vin support for Fianna Fáil 


Fianna Eireann: James Gralton* may has en behind a distant echo from New 


were the Leitrim Republican Club resolved that the formation ot 
Fianna Eireann held the high 


urs va el 
arts of the country, while tl atholic scouts existed only in small 


il and religious pressure the next ide would change that 


Six County Special Powers: A report of May 16 noted, that the Six County 
i I 


Act, was being extended for a further five years vas later made 
Affairs, declared; in 


fence Sit 


1 H ‚ 
1 Hi 11е 
a ате | 


Abolish the Oath: Now that Fianna Fail 


wished that the barrier created by 
1 of the Treatv (Articles of Agreement). Introducing his motion supported by 


ignatures, he reminded the House that t it that all the people are rep 
ittractive falsehood sn п was гең d by 71 votes to 


У 


Alluring Future: In an address of osgrave predict 
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e future for ' state. ‘Production is improving and trade is increas- 
ish Ti described it as an admirable address 

Six County Nationalists: In Belfast 
al I 


group of 200 came together to form a 
essentially a consolidation of middle class elements to create 
We have consulted every bishop in Ulster, declared Joe Devlin, 


a 


hay 1 


have received their approval 


Cat and Mouse: Raiding, whether of an on-the-spot type, or 


r cat and mouse vari- 
[Twomey as arrested and held 


ety, continued. Maurice 1 briefly in July, while C.I.D 


men went near the estuary, in Clar 
з he hi 


id been arrested on 21 occasions. On this occasion, he was 
p m and brought into the Market Square 


Kilrush, where he was 
ntil 7 p m. On the way home he was arrested again and his motor bike 
^ neighbour, John Daly, was arrested twice in one week 

Hill Banned: A Wolfe Tone commemoration planned for the summit was 


sper ial Powers 


Explosives Raid: A report of June 26 announced 


1 a cont 


tractor's shed at Irishtown, Dublin, removi 


quired for a service tunnel being constructed under th« 


Jury Courts: Meanwhile we find in Dublin tha 


mott - could she be 
»f Sutton in 1939 


and a Miss Jackson, were sentenced to twelve months for 
rime of bill sticking; they had been months in Mountjoy 
sentence dated from, January icht at this time 

ind that may have influenced verdicts: 


be considered an ex for the introduction in 1931 of the Sta: 


system that has since prevailed. (The North wa 


; different; hand 
could be relied upon to convict a ‘Taig’ on almost any charge; 


T WE 
г, wel 


re an even more controlled and anonymous form of non-jury 
urt.)" 


РК. to be Abolished: Lord Craigavon announced on July 12-Orangeman's Day 


1929, his government w зија abolish Prop tional Re 


presentation 
however receive the vote 21 


De Valera on Population: De Valera, in a report of July 14, said; / 


inta hin the res of this country two or three times its present population 
Cork: Explosives Find: Two stone of explosives were reported found in Cork 


, TIE П: 2*1 
n july 2 1 


vouth was under arrest 


Economic Pressure: Harbingers of the pressures, soon to prevail upon the Irish 

was the report of July 28, that British rail men had agreed to a 2.5 per 
wages to save three million pounds 

Press Control: Control of the press, partic ularly An Phoblacht, appeared less tight 

this time. For example, in September An Phoblacht referred to two gardai as Thug 


Actions for libel were almost unknown. 


tightening libel case law, has 1 


estricted political 


2) the much abused Section 31 on radio and t.v 


Kevin Kelley 
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thin Ireland 


the presentation of straight 


ird of Health was 


news 
Iyphus in Connemara: The Bo: rted, on August 3, protest 


conditions for t typhus practically 


oastal dwellers made ty 


reported from Clare and 


Cat and Mouse: Cat and mouse raiding co 

unt vhile Mary Mac Swiney found her own home invaded and searched 
The August issue of An Phoblacht, ay t fre arrving an advert for patent 
es invented by Fr. O'Flanaj ourably on a new gaelic 
rc, opened in G Liammoóir had writ 


issue had spoken 


had rejected; or sought 


Rushbrooke Dockyard: In decline, the vard 


innounced imminent closure 


Timothy O'Donnell, said to be surrounded at Castleconyers, 


Limerick, but shot his way out a1 scape 


Supt. John Mallon: A note elsewhere referre John Mallon eavesdrop 
üle concealed in ғ 


Invincibles whi 


ise arose from a judge 


subsequently a writer in Garda 


where 


Mallon had hidden under a 


vidence a |! himself 
Fianna Fáil and Senate: A re Party wt 


the forthcoming elections 


The Iri riend of Ireland, Austin ] 


The editor/owner of The Irish World, a long stat 
had d | і Sear vrote, conveying 


had died at 


is time, and Gera 


heir sympathy 
Cat and Mouse: J.J. R Xf Cranny, was still ing arrested: in the last few 
ek 


John 


been held on 23 occasions, w lar O'Donnell was held 14 times 


Mc Peake Released: John Mc Peake, who drow 
ind who had been imprisone 


the Free Stat rmoured 


iryborough since 1923, was 


Béal na 
s parents died while hi here he had been 
' time. At a function later in ixty pounds was 


те his departure for Londo 


Айз 


India Demands: A report of of all parties at 
1 for Dominion status 


I 


KNOW calle 


lailteann Games and Union Jacks: TI 


» State in 1924, whereupon Ds 


ле an Iteann Games had been 


ad published a statement 


Republicans could not parti s a four year event they 
Dublin were beflagged 


it this time, and m 


Objection was taken to displays of the Union Jack however, and some premis 
removed; Detecti 


forcibly 
Dawson Street, Maeve Phelan 


en O'Toole and Una Daly, whereupon they were remanded to Mountjoy. At a 


meeting subs 


treet were entered 


ll arrested three of the girls involve 


they were congratulated 
Madame Charlotte 


isoners' Defence Leagut 


Maud Gonne, Robert Briscoe 


153 


lacht 
urs, Commercial Union 
their boycott; a move \ 


sequently six men were charged 


"urcell, were 
24, to fourteen day 


Dame Street: Four men, Patrick 5taplet rick Fox, John Kinsella and James 


entenced on August 24, 1 moving à поп Jack from the Royal 
( 


Drummond Employee Sought: Armed men raided the home of Drummond 
Jl e, Robert Wilkie. He | | 


1 1 
hed t 


ша 


asst mbled for 
in London її 
1 manufacture 


ras proposal 


( lm Tt 


ported 


station, on August 29, T.I 
bundled into a car, and held 


strike 


Sea Scout Hut Burned: А пит! Ё sea scout huts were 'd at this time 


Powell huts had shots fired int 
Kellogg Pact Against War: It 1, that the Soviet 


d accepted the principles of 


iat they would continue to use force ‘along the fringes 


a dinner party given 
{зеп га! 1 id Y 


Gate Theatre Formed: The formation 0! the Dublin Gate Theatre under Hilton 
Micheal Mac Liammóir, was welcomed by An Phoblacht. It com 


| 


Реасо‹ 


х re 
Cat and Mouse Continues: Мк 


erick. Offalv, Leitrim re. Dublin and Waterford; finally into all parts of the 


inwhile extensive C.LD raiding prevailed in 


found. However, one plum, in the person of 
it the offices of the Irish Travel 


great catch However, the 
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inevitable ‘documents’ were uncovered; they appeared to link him to the Adjutant- 
General's office, then held by long distance cyclist, Jim Killeen 

James Fitzgerald-Kenney, of the Mayo family, had succeeded Kevin O’ Higgins 
as Minister for Justice at this time 

Don Piatt was writing in An Phoblacht in October, praising progress in Italy 

ler Benito Mussolini; while the Catholic Truth Society in a church pamphlet 


alled upon Catholics to obey the Free State ‘as an example of a good Catholic coun- 


Са Uladh, Peadar Mac Fhionnlaoich, President of Connradh na Gaeilge, adminis 
rebuff, while another writer drew comparisons with those former 
\ supporters - gone EF evidently - who now found fault with physical action 
Con Healy, on the run since 1923 in Cork, was finally arrested in the countryside 
Macroom 
Cosgrave in Cork: President Cosgrave represented Cork city. The National 
Agricultural and Industrial Development Association had presented a gloomy 


report upon employment prospects there. In a long speech upon the ‘continue d 


progress of the Free State', he advised his audience not to read the report. The Irish 


Times expressed its agreement with his advice 
EF/LR.A Collaboration: As further evidence of the close F.F/LR.A collaboration 
ne week as Gilmore's call to revolt, Donal Corkery, of Fianna Fáil, spoke at 
he seventh and eighth Battalions, Cork No.1 Brigade, LR.A. This 
happened t: the month when Frank Billings Kellogg, U.S Secretary of State 
great powers (Soviet Union excluded) in the signature of a pact in Paris for 
Sinn Féin, in a draft by Mary Mac Swiney, submitted a mem- 


mbly on Ireland's right to independence. It received a standard 


The Irish Press: This month brought the g expected floatation of Irish Pr: 


's, with an issued capital of £200,000. A substanti was already received 
1 the Republican funds released by the | irts a nominated to De Valera 
Prospectus; the name of Eamon De Valera, teacher and Chancellor of National 
of 84 Serpentine Avenue, Ballsbridge, was given as the controlling direc 

wdall, a Cork city business man, was another director; along with Hugh 

rney Chocolates of Tallaght, a firm long since subsumed by a U.S 

onal. The Gallaghers, long term advertis Wolfe Tone Annuals, were a 
family that had moved south. The advertisement seeking subscriptions 


а by law, published in a raft of daily, and weekly newspapers, but the 


lent, refused the add. An Phoblacht welcomed the announcement, as did 

éin Clare Co. Executive, referring to it as a 'new national press 
in preparation for the launch in the autumn of 1931 was pushed energeti 
id; the Tivoli Theatre, on Burgh Qua ; purchased, and the difficull 

structural conversion from theatre to printshop was put in hand 

Attempts to Blow Statues: At about 5 a m, an attempt was made to blow up the 
monument to George 11, on St. Stephen's Green. At the same time an 
1ade to blow up the statue of King William 111, of Orange, on its high 


ge Green. A fountain to King Edward \ in Herbert Park, was 
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d. The damaged head of King William was later removed by armed men 
1 Corporation yard at Hanover Street 


Sceilg’ On The Split: In the run up t 


{ 


Sinn Féin Ата Fhéis of December 
Пр (J.J.O’Kelly) reported upon 


1 committee that produced, prior to the E.F/S.1 
a detailed Repul in policy’ called the 
time adopted. Two 


Sinn Féin Platform, 
statements were to be part of this pol- 


he Remedy; and The Claim of the Irish Republ 


ic. He pro 


ng the Republican politic 


al organisa 
went on, had agree i.A political proposals for a united 
' election. (Peadar O'Donnell, in | 


1 


1 footnote to this An Phobl 


hoblacht 


he united front had not been agreed.) 


Republic is invoked осу of abandon 


nat 
nate 


Fianna 

Too true; however ‘се По’, Mary 
rump that Sir 

uld not hinder its slide towards irrelevancy 


A Madden Т.Ю, with Mary Max 


; 
in Féin had become, 


| reality, since 
a secretary 
Liam Mac Giolla 
11; Connaught 13 
instant harassment 
chin 
| 


idi convey 


their caretaker, Јон 


ation, where 


ment in 


hat Fianna Fail diverted 


Republi £8610 held in the Free 


rin February 
tribunal’; to 
r of the dis 
hen in fact De Valera, 


grown to £27,000 (current 


1 1 


1ad a doubtful stand 


vned house occupied by 


ailable to those in 


altera i 
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come forward the people 1 Rwara; when the people come for 
і prs 


у 


j ! 1 ' , j ben ‚ 
ward the aristocracy fearful of being lef hind insinuate th lves into our ranks and 
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Comhairle na Poblachta 5‹ 


within them 


between 


erged that it had 
of Sinn Féin, Dail 
onfidential document said, for 
nd Dail and the Army should 


ry decision and 


upport to evt 


Cat and Mouse: The 
| h James Vaugh as one ‹ ie targets n is arrested 


six months 


igitation. In Offaly, Sean 


military organisation not autho- 


true, although he may have been doing some Comhairle 


About this time, Frank Ryan, after a four month remand 


tir 
> Un 
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Cosgrave's Escort: Lieut. Doyle, escort to President Cosgrave, received minor 
injuries in a motor accident at Rathfarnham, on January 2. 


Yugoslavia: King Alexander, on January 7, suspended the constitution, and 
| | У I 


appointed a military government. (The country, consisting of six federal republics, 


was forcibly broken up in this decade by the European Community) 
King William Goes: A statue of King William of Orange was removed from its 
pedestal in Boyle, on January 7 
ES. Army Reduced: Desmond Fitzgerald, Minister, announced on January 8, a 
reduction of 5,000, over all ranks, with inducements to pre-1924 officers to retire. It 
it at 8.454 men. A reserve would be formed 
Professor Smiddy: Professor Smiddy was appointed, in the papers of January 
10, as High Commissioner in London 
Seven Arrested in Offaly: Seven men appeared in court in Tullamore on January 
arising from a raid upon a barn at Pallas, Blue Ball. Led by Sean Mac Bride, it was 
idently a policy consultation with local men 
Charlie Dolan of Sligo: Having refused at any time to speak to the court, Charlie 
Dolan, old Republican of Sligo town, was sentenced, in a report of January 18, to two 
months, upon a document charge. His companion, Tom Scanlon, was released 
Trouble in Afganistan: The King was permitted to vacate his throne which had 
been taken over by a 'bandit' describing himself as the new King. King Inayatullah 
and his household were then airlifted to safety by the R.A.I 
Newport, Co. Mayo: A small dump, in perfect condition, containing two 
revolvers and assorted ammunition, was uncovered prior to January 22, at Skirdagh 
Newport 
John White, Juryman: John White, a juryman in the Con Healy (One Eyed 
Gunner) case, of Terenure, was shot, and seriously wounded, at his door on Ashdale 
Road, on January 23 
Influenza in Belfast: A widespread outbreak of influenza had caused more than 
100 deaths within a week in Belfast. In one case, four from the same family died 
Second Dáil Members: The Sinn Féin Second Dáil met formally on Saturday, 
January 20, in the Rotunda Theatre, with the following deputies present:- S. Ua 
Ceallaigh ('Sceilg), Maire Mac Suibhne, Count Plunkett, Briain О h- Uiginn, Daithi 
Ceannt, Aibhistin de Staic, Professor Stockley, Sean O'Mahony, Seamus Lennon", 
Sean Mac Swiney, a brother of Mary, Tom Maguire of Mayo, Cathal O Murchadha, 
Dr. J.A. Madden, Sean O'Farrell, Mrs. Brugha, Brian Mellows, Dr. Kathleen Lynn and 
Eileen Tubbert,** acting as secretary, was also present. The first draft of a new con 
stitution was read to them; the Constitution of the Republic of Ireland, by Mary Mac 
Swiney, with 150 members of the public looking on 
Land Dispute at Co. Wexford: 15 armed and masked men entered, on February 
4, setting fire to a disputed house and holding at Tullagher, Co. Wexford. 


* From Carlow; he had an interest in creating a strong 


" See Appendix for Eileen Tubbert. Dr. К. Lynn and Dr. J. A Madden were not members of 


the Second Dáil, but had been elected later 


1 30 


De Valera At The Border: In February, De Valera attempted to travel to Belfast 
pen a bazaar. As he was restricted from entry, the R.U.C removed him from the 
| arrested him; he had already been arrested in Newry, and the following 

in October 1924, receiving one month. This time he received again a 


e month. lustified, as indeed he was in breach in English inspire d 
the outcry that followed did no harm to the electoral prospects of 
release, he was offered a form К signature promising not to 
ix Counties; he refused t gn | 


{ i resented the 
үтеп: but remarked that his four weeks in jail paled 
I 


in comparison with 
lican sold 


ier Con Healy's five years; then being served in Mountjoy. 


Vatican City State С reated: A dispute 


by the Latern Treaty at this time, 


outstanding with the 


Italian state since 
between Benito Mussolini and 
sated by solemn treaty on February 11 


had been assassinated in July 
5 assassin was executed at this time 
Frank Ryan: A report of February 14, records the acquittal of Frank Ryan, on a 


s charge, brought by Supt. Peter Ennis 


Census Figures: Released census figures for 1926 showed that the fall in the pop 


was continuing. In 1911 there were 3,140,000 persons in the 26 Counties; at 


There were 10,036 northern born persons living in Dublin; in 


972.000 

Belfast there were 22,606 southern born: that relatively high figure probably repre- 
sented Protestant flight from Southern Ireland after 1921 

General Sean Mc Keon: 'The Blacksmith of ВаШпаІее, was appointed, on 

Februarv 20, Chief of Staff of the Free State Army, following the resignation of Lieut- 
General Dan Hogan. He was not to last long however before entering politics 

Albert Henry Armstrong: An insurance inspec tor of that name was shot dead at 

his residence on the evening of February 21, at Madison Road, near Kilmainham; he 

| rainst four young men who had removed a Union Jack from 

Royal Insurance Company of Dame Street the previous August. 


I 
Sir John Maxwell, the English general, who commanded the troops in Dublin in 
1916, died on February 21, in Capetown 
Kabul: Latest: 580 people were reported rescued from Kabul by R.A.F aeroplane 
ts: in what was described as the latest revolution 
Dump Uncovered in Mayo: An LR.A dump under the floor of Cloonlyon school 
near Charlestown, was uncovered in late February. It contained two machine guns 
28 rifles, two revolvers, and assorted ammunition 
Saor Eire Mooted: An IL.R.A General Army Convention was held in Dublin in the 
third week of February; with a reported 91 delegates Peadar O'Donnell, urging the 
a political organisation, introduced the blueprint of Saor Eire for the 
time; it was supported by Dave Fitzgerald of Cahir. Fitzgerald was an astute 
1 thinker who died in September 1933 at the age of 36. He had participated 


for Michael Collins. He-held out during the Civil War; returning to build up the 
Army thereafter. See An Phoblacht, September 9, 1933. Mick Fitzpatrick, Gilmore and 
Ryan, inevitably, gave it their support However it received a lukewarm reception 
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from the rural delegates. Approved however, was the less radical political grouping, 
Comhairle na Poblachta; made up of Sinn Féin, LR.A and Cumann na mBan 

William Kinsella, charged in Wicklow with shooting at a garda in 1926, was 
acquitted there by a jury. It speaks poorly for the people of Wicklow, remarked Judge 
Cahir Davitt, directing his release. Loud applause followed 

Red Flag Author: Jim Connell died in the same month. He was born in Kilskyre, 
5 miles west of Kells, in 1852, where the cottage home still stands. He emigrated at 
an early age to England where he wrote the Red Flag in 1889, setting it to the air of 
the Green Cockade. It was adopted by the British Labour Party as its anthem in 1924 
on the motion of conscientious objector George Landsbury, being then sung to the 
German air, Tannenbaum, at the close of each conference. Still writing songs and 


poetry, Jim Connell died in 1 ondon, on February 8, 1929 


OR, grant me an ownerless corner of earth 
П ИА у 
Or pick те a hillock of stones, 


d matted leanes of the tree 
1 wafted leaves of the trees 


Tension: Cosgrave's Fear: Tension was rising between the LR.A and the 
Cosgrave government. Two issues of An Phoblacht had been suppressed, and the 
Longford Printing Works, where it was printed, entered, with copies seized and 
equipment damaged. Tod Andrews, although inactive, was detained, as was 
Geoffrey Coulter of T.C.D, assistant editor. Pat Rooney, the manager, at 31 Exchequer 
Street; Mick Kelly, O.C Third Battalion and secretary Fianna, and Donal 
O'Donoghue (O Donnachadha) were among numbers pulled in. Peadar O'Donnell 
had retired to work on the Annuity campaign at this time, and had been replaced on 
in Phoblacht by Frank Ryan. Ryan, the east Limerick man, and Coulter, the Leitrim 
Protestant, made a good team. 

Andrews was released, but was quickly pulled in again. Raiding went on cease- 


lessly over three weeks, with numbers arrested and held over short periods. There 


had been two non-fatal shootings of jury men; an action regretted by the leadership 
for, to quote Maurice Twomey to this writer, 'we were doing alright with juries at 
that time'. 

[here was excitement too with a by-election; while the politically spun-out 
Cosgrave government was jittery. The Free State was approaching the period when 
it was thought by nervous cabinet members that the R.A was about to seize power; 
or to take it, through a combination of LR.A and EF. In a public statement, William 
[. Cosgrave referred to the imminence of a coup, ‘against the foundations of ordered 
society in Ireland". 

Dump Uncovered: A minor dump was uncovered early in March; this time 
under the small Protestant church of Kilmurray, Co. Cork. It consisted of six rifles, a 
revolver and assorted ammunition 

Eamonn Donnelly, M.P: Excluded from the Six Counties, he had returned to 
Armagh early in March, and had been arrested. Held some days, he was then placed 
on a train bound for Dublin. 


1 
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Herbert Hoover: Herbert Hoover was swt 1 on March 4, as Republican 
: | 


of the ited States; with Charles Curtis as his Vice-President 
Hoover defeated the Democratic candidate 'Al' Smith, an К.С; and the first 
itholic candidate ever. John Fitzgerald д as the first К.С President of the 
S in 170 yea ilthough at 6 illion, Cath then outnumbered all others 
Dublin Round-Up: What the newspapers described on March 6, as laree num- 
bers of young men, were arrested and held 36 hours in the Bridewell. Over 120 were 


ind released, in what appeared to have been a ‘trawling operation 
uently in a report of March 18, 16 were charged with breaking windows 
3ridewell; which they admitted doing as a protest. All were inner city folk 
Sinn Féin Raided: Similar trawling raids were carried out, on six successive 
;, upon the offices of Sinn Féin at 2 3 Suffolk Street 
Ballina: In Ballina, on March 18, civic guards were out early in the morning tear 


cruitment posters from de id walls in the town 
Marshall Foch: Generalissimo of the Allied Forces in Europe in the World War 


and Foch died in Paris at the age of 78, on March 20 


Clare phum What were described as startling allegations, sworn on an 
igainst 12 C.LD men who т aided the home of Michael Cahill, of Kilmihill, 


» Countv Council on March 25, when a resolution was 


Wt read to gemmae Clare 
passed, calling for а public investigation 

Patrick Rooney: A charge of assault, brought by Patrick Rooney, manager of An 
'hoblacht, against a detective, on March 29, was dismissed in the Dublin District 


Court by d Cussen 
AC onstitution of the Irish Republic: One fruit of the short lived Comhairle na 
sssociation was the drafting, unaided, by Mary Mac Swiney, of a 


hta 


f the Irish Republic, in January 192 Equality, liberty, justice; it included 
evervthing that seemed at that time desirable, but it did not go far enough to the left 


for some in the leadership of the IL.R.A; and O'Donnell churlishly refused, in An 


ht. to allow it to be printed [t was eventually published and, although Mary 


and De Valera were opposed since 1926, it influenced in some respects, his 
Constitution of 1937 

Republicans Hard Pressed for Finance: he difficulty in having such a simple 
task as her Constitution set up in type and printed, re flected the total impove с 
ment of Republican organisations at this time. Not since the Civil War had the LR., 


resorted to ‘financial operations’, such as holding up banks and post offices; = 


thev did not resume such operations until forced by circumstances after 1935 


In the intervening 15 years, the organisation was kept going from the meagre 


fruits of local collections, raffles, sales of Easter Lilies, and functions; with modest 
donations from circles of business people, 
eaks of some thousands of pounds recovered by him 


and a diminishing flow from the U.S. In 


Survivors, Pax O Faoláin » 


through the courts in 1932 from the Free State government; that went straight to the 


but windfalls like that simp lv did not re-occur. When it came to the ‘big push’; 
Sean Russell's English Camp 


tribution would have exceedec 
As for the withered rump, which at this time was Sinn Féin; of the 17 Dail members, 


aign, it is very doubtful indeed if Joe Mc Garrity's con 
1 $60,000, valued at that time at around £15,000 
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a number were close to pensionable age, but pension meant simply the nine shilling 
old ' pension; they had no worthwhile business connections. There was no other 
income except from limited and sparsely attended functions. The Cumann na mBan 
organisation, affiliated with Sinn Féin, although strong enough in numbers, relied 
for support from what could be raised locally 

After Fianna Fail came to power, and the safe people among its supporters dis- 
tanced themselves from Republicans, even those local sources dried up. Mary Mac 
Swiney herself had an uphill battle maintaining her school, St. Ita's, in Cork city; a 
grind that is reminiscent of Padraig Pearse's efforts to kee p St. Enda's afloat. The 
number of her students had remained constant around 50 over several years. The 
tuition was £8 per year, with a teaching staff of one principal and three assistants. 
he school received no government endowment so that outside donations were nec- 
essary; inevitably these were frugal and unreliabl 

Mrs. Ellen Doyle: Supt. P. Ennis had a Mrs. Ellen Doyle, of 50 Smithfield, in 
court on a charge of possessing a Lee Enfield rifle and a revolver. Sentencing her to 
two months imprisonment, Judge Collins remarked; because you are so elderly I 
will not enforce hard labour upon you' 

Aiden Sweeney Remanded: Aiden Sweeney, aged 18, of Cadogan Road, 
Fairview, was remanded for having an assortment of fire arms and two grenades. 

Six County Parliament: The second parliament of the Six Counties was pro- 
rogued on April 16. Polling was fixed for May 22. 

Policeman Posing as I.R.A: Fitzgerald-Kenney, Minister for Justice, admitted in 
An Dail on April 17, that a garda, posing as a member of the І.К.А, had approached 
the head of Fianna Fail in Drimoleague, and by this means obtained ‘valuable infor 
mation’ from him upon the local Oglaigh na h- Eireann. Following the disclosure 


there were loud interruptions in the Dail. 
Breandan О Cearrbháil: Detective Pluck was convicted of assault and fined two 
pounds in the District Court, in the case of Breandán О Cearrbhail of Washington 


Т 


Lodge, Rathfarnham, as reported on April 18. The assault occurred in March, when 
police raided Foghla Printing Works where Phoblacht was printed. Georgina 
Doyle and Frank Ryan gave evidence in support. Notice of appeal was given. 

Fitzgerald-Kenney Rejects: In An Dail, as reported on April 19, De Valera was 
informed by James Fitzgerald-Kenney, Minister for Justice, that he had indeed 
received from Clare County Council a resolution calling for an inquiry into assaults, 
said to have been carried out by Dets. Michael O'Cahill and John Hassett, at 
Crossmore. He would disregard the resolution, he said, as he had come to the con- 
clusion that the allegations were made to cover their own criminal activities. 

Death of Austin Stack: Only weeks after he had been among the 17 deputies 
attending the Second Dail in the Rotunda, Austin Stack died on April 27 1929, at his 
residence on Strand Road, Dublin. Commandant of North Kerry LR.A, he was 
responsible for the reception of the Aud, but due to circumstances beyond his con- 
trol, the Aud had arrived 36 hours too early; while the arrival on Banna Strand of 
Roger Casement accompanied by Robert Monteith and the traitor Bailey, was total- 


ly unexpected 
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20 were for him an unbroken series of imprisonments, jail fights 
ger strike, culminating in an escape from Manchester Jail in 1919 Deputy 
Chief of Staff LR.A, and Minister for Home Affairs 1921, he accompanied De Valera 
on his first meeting with Lloyd George, in July 1921. He was present also at the sec 
ond last staff meeting of the Civil War in the Nire, March 1923, but was captured on 
his way the adjourned and final meeting at Poulacappal, near Mullinahone, on 
April 20, 1923 
An Phoblacht published a page length eulogy, while the accompanying three 
columns of names covered everyone of nationalist endeavour, across the spec trum 
»f Fianna Fail, Sinn Féin, LR.A, and a legion of followe 
Father Fahy: Father John Fahy of ( lonfert, Co. Galway, was arrested at this time 
\ bailiff, accompanied by police, had arrived to collect annuities from a widow on 
a small holding. Fr. Fahy organised a resistance, resulting in his later arrest. Fr. Fahy 
is noted in the Appendix 
North Р.К Abolished: True to form, the Stormont Unionists, in April abolished 
proportional representation voting for all constituencies except Queen's University; 
they then re-adjusted constituency boundaries to enable them to enjoy a consider- 
ible majority in places where they were a minority 
Pensions Refused: On the same day, Ernest Blythe, Minister for Finance, in a 
ensions for resigned and superannuated members of the К.І.С, replied 


debate on [ 


to t that it be extended to cover the men of the Connaught Rangers who had 


mutinied in protest in India in June 1920; ‘if we give pensions to everybody who 


impoverished through action taken during the national strugele, it will be 


be came 
hard to set limits to expenditure 


Tipperary Bank Raid: A raid on the Bank of Ireland on Wednesday, April 17 


netted around one thousand pounds fo1 three raiders, who arrived in a green car 


iven by a fourth. Two days later, three men were arrested in a house north of 
ev were named as James and George Plant and Pat Keogh. They were 


d: th 
ged subse pus and then brought by train to Limerick Jail; the fourth man, 
Edward Plant, being released 

Breaking G lass: in Bridewell: Andrew Finlay and John Kelly of Dublin were 


held in the Bridewell without warrants от without being charged; they broke win- 
in protest Judge Davitt dismissed a mi ilicious damage charge brought 


dow glass 
igainst them, on the grounds that thev had been in unlawful custody and had a 
right to do what they could to obtain release 
Patrick Mc Guinness: In a report of April 25, 
Colt revolver. Refusing to recognise the court, the jury dis- 


Patrick Mc Guinness was charged 


with possession ot 
igreed and he was га back 

Dumps Uncov ered: In a ruined castle near Macroom, civic guards Gantly and 
Woods came upon a haul of rifles, hand guns and ammunition. A day later 27 rifles 


were seized from a farm yard near Callan, Co Kilkenny. 
Aiden Sweeney, of Cadogan Road, Fairview, was charged on April 30, with pos- 
bombs and ammunition. The case was brought by Detective 


session of arms, 


Michael Gill and Supt 
lisagreeing, the case was put back 


Ennis, but upon 5weeney refusing to recognise the court, and 


the jury « 
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Juries Protection Bill: The government considered tl Irish juries, outside of 
| no desire to convict Republic: heir attitude rested upon a 

d'; many, as it so happened, being in sympathy. Juries were 

and government therefore found it frustrating being 
but even when they imposed safeguards, as we shall 
until they finally resorted to the non-jury court of the Military 


Article 2 A of the Constitution in November 1931 


Protection Bill was introduced; Madame 


f < 


' found herself one of the first arrested for criticising it; Sean was at 


imprisoned, untried, five months. Its provisions were severe; it allowed for 


nymity of jurors; nine out of twelv conv Го make its passag 


lacht wert 2 о Fitzgerald-Kenney, the Minister 
te remarked far as І са the Minister is out for a scrap 


> 


mendments were proposed for the Bil the Dail; Ernest Blythe however 
1 guillotine, allowing only six irs for discussion, following which it was 


ipeded through; the Labour Party, unde m Johnson, supporting the govern 


Annuities Motion Rejected: Mr. De Valera in An Dail on May 2, endeavoured to 
J 
d a motion that Land Annuities collected be placed in a central fund 


than раа! Britain. His proposal was rex cted by 79 votes to 60 


Irillick, Co. Tyrone: Corpse Sought: Early in | large force of police and 


lians went digging extensively in Dodsney bog, in search of the remains of 


)hn Gallagher, taken from his home in Ju 1922, and never again seen 
nstable Jackson of Omagh, ] Serg v of Trillick, were in charge of 


"cing 


Maud Gonne Arrested: On the weekend of May 11, Maud Gonne Mac Bride was 


sted in Dublin and brought to the Bridewell, where a charge of seditious libel 
state, for a speech in Cathedral Street, was proffered against her by 
or Mc Gloin 


John Devoy Funeral Arrangements: A ting took place in the Mansion 


14, to arrange the funeral of J« 'voy for June 16. Devoy, who had 
would be buried with full ! State honours as a supporter of the 

ty, in Glasnevin 
U.S. Bonds Refunds: The bonds withheld by a U.S court (on an application of 
vernment) would, it was announced on May 23, be refunded to the donors 


Ё this year. The sum to be distributed would be eight million dollars, or 


six hundred sterling; the dollar tl being the equivalent of two old 

shillings or twenty pence. 
Six County Election: The result of the third election - the previous two being 
ind 1: was announced on May 2: M і been abolished, except for 
en's University," but the feared massive gerrymander (other than the normal 


mander) had not occurred 


»vernment of Ireland Act of December 1920 een's representation could not 


In any event it remained solidly Uni t. (At the present time the majority 


Crash Coming: 


1 
Polling Dav in Britain: Britain went to the [ on 0, and returned the 


'verall majority: it was to 


250; Liberal Party 53 


Events were to 
face of a p 
і 


ri lepression 


Vatican Appointment: On June 4, it 


the first Mir ter plenipoter гу K 


Mac Bride Six Charged: Five months aft heir a : allas, Offaly, Sean Ma 


] Patrick Lvnch, Nicholas Egan it | 1 Jos iyan and Sean 


before Justice O'Byrne in the Central Cr i| Court on a 

gal organisation known as Oglaigh na h-Eireann'. Max 

pointed out to the jury that there was no evi 

the documents produced in court. Taking 

in act of parliament wherein the phrase appeared; 'this force shall be 
| 


eh na h-Éireann, he passed it t« 1 they then dismissed all 


he presumption ¢ learly force referred to was not the 


the National Army, or the Free State 
n bill posting on the Falls road, were arrested in 


Five Arrested in Belfast: Five me 
1, under the Special Powers Асі and removed to Crumlin Road Jail 
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Lieut. General Sean Mc Keon Wins Leitrim: In the Leitrim by-election caused 
by the death of Sam Holt of Fianna Fail, Mc Keon, who had earlier resigned as С.5 
of the Free State Army, came first, with 28,598 votes. Eamonn Donnelly, a good 
Republican, but an outsider, gained 24,621 for Fianna Fail 

George and James Plant: Pleading guilty to robbery from the Clonmel branch of 


the Bank of Ireland, of £950 on April 18 - evidently a local LR.A financial operation 
they each, with Patrick Keogh, received sentences of seven years, at Clonmel 
Circuit Court 

Co. Kildare Dump: In the outhouse of a farm at Ballysax, three miles from the 
Curragh, a dump of five rifles, ammunition, Mills bombs and detonators, was 
uncovered in a search on June 12 

Devoy Casket Arrives: Impressive scenes were witnessed at Queenstown, on 
[ипе 12, when the casket containing the remains of John Devoy arrived. 

Demise of Comhairle: Fading accounts of Comhairle na Poblachta indicated 
that, after only six months, this hybrid organisation had run its course. An Phoblacht, 
itself for some time now under the generalship of Frank Ryan, seemed also to have 
lost the humour and lightness of touch that Peadar had given it 

Clare Booby Mine: On June 11, Det. Officer 1 O'Sullivan was killed by a trap 
mine near Tullycrine on the estuary, Co. Clare*. Detective O'Driscoll of Knock sta 
tion, had received a letter, inviting him to inspect a box of ammunition ‘inside the 
With Guard Cusack and Detective O'Sullivan they went there 


ditch at Lahiff Cross 
When pressure was exerted to open the box, the explosion ox curred, injuring also 
Detective O'Driscoll. No one was ever charged; the unofficial action doubtless was 
inspired by the prolonged cat and mouse harassment of local activists. Normal 


police raiding continued however, as reported from that county, and from Wexford 


and Mayo, and from Dublin where, shortly after, 37 LR.A were arrested on what 
were described as cycling manoeuvres; they were then summarily released. 

Clashmealcon Cave: From Co. Kerry came a report of a considerable attendance 
at the Clashmealcon Cave commemoration; the location of a tragic event, concern- 
ing the death of 'Aero' Lyons, on a cliff face on Kerry Head, in April 1923**. 

Bogus Letters: Evidently to ensure an easy passage for the Juries Bill, Oriel 
House, or whatever department of police would deal in such sensitive matters, 
spate of threatening letters' would reach a number of Dublin busi- 


А 


arranged that а 
nessmen; thus creating an atmosphere of 'understanding' for the new protection leg- 
islation 

Mayo Arms Find: In Tullygraney bog, Sw inford, Supt. Kinsella was reported on, 
June 15, finding a dump containing a rifle, Mills bombs, some ammunition and 
equipment. 

Bodenstown 1929: The annual pilgrimage took place on June 16, with a cast of 
thousands. The oration was given by Sean Buckley of Cork. 

Catholic Emancipation: A week of celebrations closed on Sunday, June 23, when 


* See footnote to Dan ‘Bally’ Keating 


** See the full account in Tragedies of Kerry by Dorothy Macardle 
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300,000 people attended High Mass in the Phoenix Park 

Unemployment and Emigration Figures: Statistics quoted by William Cosgrave, 
President of the Executive Council 

Unemployment: Emigration: 

1925-1926 30,000 30,000 


1926-1927 23.000 27.000 


1927-1928. 21,000 24,000 


1928-1929 22,500 

Submarines Collide: Two English submarines, submerged, collided, one sink 
ing; with the loss of 24 lives in the Irish Sea, on July 9 

Restored G.P.O Opened: The restored G.P.O was formally opened on Thursday 
July 11, by President Cosgrave before a great concourse. In a symbolic act, Gearóid 
O'Sullivan, who had lowered the flag on the Friday of Easter Week, attended again 


to hoist the tricolour 
Patrick Mc Guinness: Charged for the second time on Julv 19, with the posses- 


sion of a revolver, Patrick Mc Guinness, who had refused to recognise the court, was 


found guilty, and sentenced to two years 

Capt. James Murray: Mid July 1929 marked the death in Maryborough Prison of 
Capt. James Murray, ex-Free State Army, and a remote killer figure of the Civil War 
А number of unauthorised killings of the 1923 period in the County Dublin area 
were attributed to Murray, and a group of Free State military led by him 

One such was Noel Lemass,* and there may have been others; he was however 
convicted by a court in July 1925 for killing Joe Bergin at Milltown Bridge, near 


Co. Kildare, in December 1923, eight months after that war had ceased 


Newbridge 
Bergin was a military policeman who carried out messages for Republicans from 
l'intown Camp 3. Capt. Murray, accompanied by others, intercepted him returning 
near Kildare. As already related, he was tortured, mutilated and dragged at high 
speed behind a car before being pitched into a canal. Murray at that time was on the 
staff of Col. M. T. Costello, chief of Army Intelligence; but any suggestion that he was 
aware of Murrav's behaviour is not sustained. Fionán Lynch, Attorney- General, had 
earlier said that Murray would be released provided he left Ireland; he had fled to 
the Argentine after the killings, but was persuaded to return for a normal jury trial 
Evidence presented there had convicted him. 

Aiden Sweeney Sentenced: Aiden Sweeney, of Fairview, was sentenced to two 
years hard labour for possession of firearms on July 22 He had refused to recognise 
the court which was attended by Madame Mac Bride and Madame Despard. 


Shannon Canal Opened: An important stage in the Ardnacrusha project was 
reached on July 22, when President Cosgrave formally opened the canal to serve the 


power house. It was expected that electricity would therefore be available through- 


out the entire Free State towns by winter. 
The Woman Prisoners Defence League was stepping up their activities with 
street meetings in Dublin. РЈ. Little, later EF Minister, was reported speaking at one 
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such, with Madame Mac Bride presiding. Minister for Justice James Fitzgerald- 
Kenney, led the Dail through the Jury Bill; having earlier refused an investigation 
‘nto the hundreds of cat and mouse raids by C.LD in Clare To a complaint of July 


31, of heavy gang injuries caused to Т. J Ryan of Cranny, he declared; 'we have inves 


tigated that and find that the man was kicked by one of his own cows’. Col. Maurice 


oore, right hand across his breast pocket, in the same Senate debate that followed, 
continued to warn the Minister against proceeding with the measure. Col. Maurice 
Moore was a brother of George Moore, noted novelist, art collector and dramatist, 
whose home on Lough Carra was, most unfortunately, burned by Republican forces 

in 1923. Maurice Moore himself was a man with a strong nationalist record; 
colonel of the British Army; he joined up with the Volunteers as their Inspector 
General in 1914" 

Police Peccadillos: As if to show that the 7,000 g irda force of those days was less 
than lily white, newspaper accounts о! 1929 refer to the 'murder' of a detective by 
another detective in Cork city; to a uniformed guard in Bray who stole a car; then 
gave two other police a trip in it and killed both by striking a lamp standard; anoth- 
er killed a poacher in Mallow bv shooting at him; while another did likewise near 
Castlegregory. No wonder Irish Freedom,** the monthly organ of Sinn Féin inquired; 

the Guards Supposed to bi Linarmed? 

Efficacy Of Parliament Questioned: A controversy broke out briefly between 
Irish Freedom and An Phoblacht, on the level of parliamentary publicity in the Г, 
Rvan case; Ryan at this time was still incapacitated through being ‘kicked by his 
cows’. The controversy however moved to a discussion on the 'efficacy' of parlia- 
ment; with a long and reasoning letter from Maurice Twomey in his capacity as 
Chief of Staff. In its reply, Irish Freedom deprecated any threat of force ‘in the imme 
diate future’, but added this important addendum; 'we do not deny that the 
Republic is in de jure existence and that it ought to be the aim of every citizen to work 
for its de facto existence’ 

League Against Imperialism. Ever seeking to enlarge their image upon the left 
wing world stage, Peadar O'Donnell and Sean Mac Bride were reported in August 


na h-Eireann, published 1936 

** AIbinia Broderick (Gobnait Ni Bruadar), died 1948, finance d and owned this newspaper 
from 1926 to 1937. A sister of the Earl of Middleton, she never agreed with the unionist views 
of her family, but could not show independence until her father died. Then, aged 47, she 
trained as a nurse, and built a hospital in Kerry; the ruins of which may be seen, on the sea 
ward side, west of Sneem. She atoned in this manner, she explained, for the land that had been 
wrested by her family from the people. She then gaelicised her name and joined Cumann na 
mBan. She was elected a Sinn Féin member of Kerry County ¢ ouncil in 1921. In 1933 she was 
co- founder, with Mary Mac Swiney and Eileen Tubbert (see Appendix) of Mna na Poblachta, 


because they felt Cumann na mBan had become ‘too soc ialist 


аг 1929 


the Second World Against Imperialism in 
urt, Germany. Germany at that time, two years before Adolf Hitler first came 
to power, was оп a see-saw between comn usm and nazism; squeezing out the 
two principal centrist parties But, as we know, nazism eventually overtook com 
munism by a short head in Germany. The Congress passed a resolution, on a motion 
from Peadar O'Donnell, condemning British Imperialism and the two governments, 
north and south, in Ireland 
Dunne and O'Sullivan: In mid-August Republicans in London unveiled a 
plaque commemorating Reginald Dunne and Joseph O'Sullivan, both former British 
Army veterans of Ypres, who on June 22, 1922, assassinated Field Marshal Sir Henrv 
Wilson on an order, delayed, from Michael Collins. The event precipitated the Civil 
War as Winston Churchill choose to blame it upon the Republicans in the Four 
Courts* and pressed, through the Vice-regal Lodge, that the building be attacked 
Donal O'Donoghue: Donal O'Donoghue** was charged on August 28, with 
> windows of the Bridewell where he was being held. 1 роп his 


is in protest at the frequent detention, for no reason, of 


breaking glass in the 


om ^ " 
statement that it м 


the State Solicitor withdrew the charge, and he was released. 


›псап5 
Unrest in Palestine: Serious unrest broke out in late August in Palestine between 


Arabs and Jews, resulting in some hundreds of deaths. Palestine at this time was 


| British League of Nations mandate. Jewish immigration, arising from the 


under 
Balfour Declaration of 1917, was the source of the trouble 


Desmond Fitzgerald, Minister for Ext rnal Affairs, was visiting the U.S at this 
time. where his mission was to inform America of the progress the Free State had 
made over eight vears. Britain and America exchanged ambassadors, and Ramsay 


Mac Donald, the Prime Minister, arrived in the I 


мас | 


World Depression: As a result of the Wall Street crash of late October 1929, 


C 


world commerce was plunged into recession This made itself felt in Ireland through 


widespread wage cuts wherever these could be implemented. The Dublin United 
[ramw iys Company (tog ther with rail companies), sought a cut of ten per cent 
from its workforce and staged a lock-out to enforce 1t 

Irams Back: Trams reappeared in Dublin streets on September 20, after a five 
week strike. At this time, some 31 tram routes served the entire city 


Withhold Annuities: De Valera, in a speech in Lucan, came out again in support 
of the state withholding the Annuities. Fianna I áil would withhold £3 m to pay for 
derating agricultural land and to promote employment he said. Some rural people 


confused these statements, thinking that they would not need to pay Annuities if 


Fianna Fáil were to be elected | 
Brits Out: Meantime, in September, [.]. O'Kelly 'Sceilg' as 'Ceann Comhairle Dail 
Eireann’, was гє ported as having sent an ultimatum to Ramsay Mac Donald, elected 


Prime Minister in May 1929 of a Labour administration, demanding that Britain 


is one of the reprehensible aspects of Collins’ character that he did not 


* It w 


acknowledge this, but the cir umstantial evidence is convincing. 


| vevs. Sighle Be ) ` 
** Donal O'Donoghue later married Sheila Humphreys. Sighle Bean Ui Dhonnchadha. Se 
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withdraw her troops from Ireland; not simply, be it а, the north of Ireland. At 


that time ports in Cork and on I ough Swilly were occupied, and they were includ 
] 
1] 


ed in his ultimatum 

Armed Men Stop Train: It was reported on September 15, that armed men had 
stopped the Sligo train near Mullingar, and had removed and burned packages of 
English pay 

Sinn Féin, awakening from its torpor, announced a series of winter meetings, 
talks and functions. Peadar O'Donnell, following a brief detention after being arrest 

M. Gill from his home at 39 Marlborough Road, was released under the 
First Offenders Act 

Detectives Move: The Dublin Detective Division, consisting of 80 men, moved 
on September 29, from College Street to the Lower ( astle Yard of Dublin Castle. 

Tipperary G.A.A ruled that gardaí, forcing their way into matches, must in 
future pay, unless on duty 

Judgement: Infanticide, remarked a Cork judge on October 2 has now become 
1 national industry. 

Britain and U.S.S.R: As reported on October 2,Britain, with Labour's Arthur 
Henderson as Foreign Secretary, agreed to exchange ambassadors for the first time 
since the revolution; the Daily Telegraph, taken aback, referred to his statement as 

| words 

Desmond Fitzgerald, Minister for Defence, was reported on holiday in the U.S 
for several weeks 'at his own expense'. 'He will tell Irish-Americans what Ireland has 
accomplished in eight years.' 

Rhineland Evacuation: The German Rhineland was being evacuated at this time 
by British and French troops. There were emotional scenes at the rail station of 
Weisbaden where the crowd sang 'Auld Lang Syne 

R.101: This great dirigible, the world's largest, built at a cost of two million, was 
declared ready for trials. It was shortly to meet with disaster over France on its way 
to India 

Short Term Roundups continued, with H.Q men Frank Ryan, Mick Price, Jimmy 
Hannigan and Breandán OCearrbháil - all of them keeping out of sight but not real 
ly upon the run - among the victims. David Fitzgerald of Cahir, on the run since the 
escape of November 1925, was netted at this time and sent back to the Јоу to com- 
plete the unexpired part of a two years sentence; no additional sentence was tacked 
on for escaping 

Bill Sticking: To keep the troops engaged, and to prevent incredulity creeping in 
about their ultimate objective, there was a spate of bill sticking in October; the pur- 
pose being to reaffirm the Army's intention of breaking the connection. They called 
also for volunteers. In Dartry Road, Rathmines, four of their bill stickers were arrest 
ed and held briefly. 

In Co. Clare a new name pops up; Michael Huxley, arrested 12 times in one fort- 
night. An Phoblacht, following its socialist agenda, was engaged upon an onslaught 
on 'primitive' housing at Ardnacrusha. 

Slieveardagh Coal: Tipperary County Council was pressing for this extensive 


coal field to be opened. 
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Liam Raul: The home of Liam Raul of Sinn Féin, at 31 Exchequer Street, was 
fired into through the upstairs windows where the family were at tea. A room in the 
house had previously been occupied by An Phoblacht, but they had meanwhil 
vacated it 

Kabul Fell to Shan Wali Khan; King Habibullah having fled. Nadir Khan, as 
reported on October 10, was later declared king, but the situation continued unsta 
ble. Being on the northern fringes of British India, London remained watchful 

Joseph Healy, Donoghmore, Co. Cork, was charged with resisting arrest and 
it Detective Barrett. He had been on the run 18 months for firing into a 


shooting 


dance hall 
Law Courts, Belfast: The foundation stone of the Chichester Street edifice was 
laid on October 10, by the Duke of Abercorn, attended by George Landsbury, First 
Commissioner of Works 
Bus Competition: To counter cut-throat competition from the bus, Great 
Southern Railways, set up their own group, LO.C, or Irish Omnibus Company. It 
| 


would cover much of the Free State, and their tickets would be interchangeable with 


rail 
Professor І.М. O'Sullivan was at this time Minister for Education, while 


Professor T.A umissioner in London 


Hibernian Hall Blown Up: This occurred close to loyalist Loughgall, Co 
Armagh, where an earlier structure had been destroyed a short time before 

University Education: University education is destroying civilisation, declared 
George Bernard Shaw on October 15, at Plymouth. 'If I had my way I would raze 


them all to the ground 
Pat Conlon, 38 Oscar Square in Dublin, was reported, on October 25, held at 


four armed men, while the house was searched. He broke loose, and was 


home by 


shot in the shoulder 
l'he same issue carried a confused account of a raid, under Detective Lockhart, 


in Fairview 
ES Volunteer Force: The Free State Army at this time stood at 13,000, including 


^ and B reserve. It had been reduced from 53,000 in 1923 to 8,454 men. Desmond 


Fitzgerald, Minister for Defence, proposed to raise a Volunteer Force of 50,000 


through payment of a 'substantial bounty’. It was not proceeded with: it was left to 


Fianna Fáil to do that. 

Shannon Harnessed: All centres of population, south of the Dublin-Galway line, 
it was announced on October 21, would have electricity from that night. The giant 
scheme was described by The Times of London as a scientific success beyond dispute 
Derry Girls Harassed: A special bus bringing a party of girls from Derry to a 


British Armv dance in the Lenan Fort on Lough Swilley, was intercepted at Doagh 


deprived of their shoes, stoc kings and dance frocks, and returned on 


[he girls were 


the bus to Derry 
Fianna Fáil Árd Fhéis: It was left to Republicans in the North to contest their 
own elections as thev saw fit. Fianna Fáil, in a statement, said that they would not 


organise there. De Valera was quoted saying that they did not seek power simply to 


issue military pensions; there were already too many pensions. Nor did the party 


1929 
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gree on withholding annuities; they were due to the State and should be paid 
Mrs. Despard: On October 24, she fell downstairs and was injured. While the 
bulance was present, the Irish Times reported, 20 СІ." men arrived, and raided 
et 
Castlecomer Coal: Capt. Wandesford, the owner, and a deputation, met 
President Cosgrave on October 24; the object being to promote the use of their coal 


1 +} 


150 men were employed. They asked that it be used in govern 


ment offices 


Crisis on Wall Street: The crisis, bubbling for some months, burst with fury in 


last days of October, when billions were wiped off share values, heralding a pro- 


longed world depression 
Sir Oswald Mosley, one of the princi] ils in the Labour Party, and Chancellor of 


the Duchy of Lancaster, was being spoken of as the next ambassador to the U.S. (It 
did not happen: after 1931 he founded the British Unior Fascists) 

Ernest Blythe on Annuities: They ar ehtfully d o Britain, he told the 

in na nGael faithful of Clonmel on October 27. It was a loan to Irish farmers 

such, should not be reneged upon. If we do not pay, England need not ust 

d only pi 1e pound per head и ittle, and upon each hundred 


sh prices being gove by tl ywer prices of Argentinian 
ongratulated the Minister; ‘it is or Ё the most important 

iade ( country since the establishm yf the regime 
Civic Guards: A debate in An Dáil on November 1, disclosed that there were at 

time 7202 guards: there were 289 fewer barracks than in 1914 

Court Acquittal: The 7th. November 1929 was a landmark day, for on it, before 
Cahir Davitt in Dublin, were charged the four young men, arrested two 
irlier in Dartry Road for bill sticking. They were charged under the new Jury 
üntaining' the I.R.A nsorship was creeping 
1. Notwithstanding the strictures of Cahir 


leaned towards Republicanism, the four 
ere acquitted by the jury 
Jail Score: The prison score at this time, October 1929, was as follows:- 
Mountjoy: Aiden Sweeney of Dublin, 2 years from July. Patrick Mc Guinness 


litto. Davi zgerald of Cahir, serving the unexpired part of a two year sen 


borough: John Hogan of Clare, who had killed a man in 1923 trying to 
isarm him; serving life 

Limerick: George and James Plant, and Patrick Keogh 

Con Healy of Cork: in since October 1928 on 5 years 

Belfast: George Nash: in since July 1928 on 3 years for 'documents 

Dartmoor: Francis Breen: in since February 1923 on 20 years. 

Maidstone: John Galvin: in since 1924 on 20 years 

Bernard lago: in since 1922 on 10 years 

John Foley: in since 1925 on 10 years 

India: Dominion Status Promised: Lord Irwin, the Labour Viceroy, promised 
India, on October 31, dominion status as the ultimate aim, and was severely criti- 


Baldwin for s ising. India, how r, found the offer unac- 
ting on December 28, the alled KK total indepi ndence coupling 
that wi threat of a ycott of government anc policy of civil disobedience 
De Valera at Cathal Brugha Street on Nove т 1, was condemning the 
Republicans who had been held days without charge, 
in the Bridewell to draw attention to to their illegal detentior 
' protested at what he called 'the campaign of terrorism carried on by 
the C.I.D.' Sean T. O'Kelly presided 


November report« | 


Unemployed March: 400 une mployed 


Dawson Street to Leinster House ccasion of a Dail debate on 


\ 
were accompanied оу 


Mac e Charlotte De spard, accommodat 


expressed it, in a mok a Kildare Street they wer 
perched on the roof of a laun 

to be Robert Lovell of London, 

Irish National | nemployed 

retreated to nearby 


enabled them to fling bricks and 


ted official figures for the unem 


ual 


fication as unemployed was 


guson were each fined two 
yurt cheered, and standing 
joined in singing the Red Fla 
Sean O'Farrell of Leitrim: An Dail spent some ti iscussing a C.LD assault 
ublic п le ide I 


Jury Disagree: The papers of November 8, reported four men charged with 


lags from a Dublin premises in August; the jury considered it wise to dis 


igree, and the men were discharged 


{ 


Inchicore Hall Destroyed: The papers о! 
vicemens' hall in Inchicore by an explosion. An earlier timber hall was 


November 9, reported severe даттар 


fire. It would not now 


Remembrance Sunday: 10,000 march in Dublin, while services and marches 


ere reported from many other places 
Inchicore Dump: A dump found at Inchicore contained three machine guns, six 
rifle E and )U Te volvers 
Celebrating Poppy Day от Remembrance Day (11th. November), as it was prop 


lled, attracted considerable publicity in the h Times, with parades in many 


as evidently a big occasion. The L.R.A always tried to disrupt them. A 
celebrations agreed with the principal of remembrance, but 
'arrison' was и ‚б it to flaun perialism. 'Poppy Day' at this 


ted in the Fre » especially in Dublin where there was а 


celebrat 
in the main streets with Union Jacks in evidence, flags, ban 
үр 


! these with mixed feelings, but led by the I.R.A, апа enthu 
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siastically by Frank Ryan, they sought, and succeeded over the next few years, in 
disrupting them completely. By the mid-thirties, Armistice celebrations as such, had 
disappeared from the 26 County scene 

Sean Mac Bride told of one monster meeting of that November, sponsored by 
the League Against Imperialism. The speakers sounded, he remarked sarcastically, 
like a Republican Who's Who. Peadar O'Donnell, Alderman Tom Kelly, Helena 
Moloney, Sean T.O'Kelly, De Valera, Hannah Sheehy- Skeffington, Alec Lynn and 
Frank Ryan. It was a time, and for long after, of monster street meetings, and the 
steadily rising Fianna Fail, clearly felt they should, for political reasons, be present. 

Derry Arrests: In Derry, R.U.C chased two, arresting one, Seamus Mc Cann, a 
second hand clothes dealer of Edith Street; he was sentenced subsequently to five 
months imprisonment by Major Dickie and R.W Glass, magistrates. 

Ford Motor Plans: Car manufacturing, on being removed from Cork, would not 
now go to Manchester but to Dagenham. Cork would be converted to manufacture 
tractors 

In Cork At This Time: De Valera was speaking with Sean Lemass, receiving a 
cordial reception’. Fianna Fail, he complained, was impeded by not having its own 
new spaper 

Public Safety Act to End: The Act of 1927, renewed each year, would terminate 
this year 

George Mooney, a prominent activist, of Fleet S t, was stopped by D.O 
Coughlan and Lane in Harcourt Street. He was found to be carrying a small mine 
service revolver and ammunition 

Derry Shipyard Closes: A report of November 12, noted the closure of the Derry 

i. (There were still two in Belfast: Harland and Wolff and Workman 
Irish Times; the prospect for the Maiden City is not a rosy one. At 
me there were 36,640 registered unemployed in the North 

U.C.D Protest: The papers of November 13, report hat around 20 students of 

rsity College, Earlsfort Terrace, were protesting at the presence of recruiting 
officers, ind stink bombs were released Nonetheles 'cruitment proc eeded 

Free State and Privy Council, ran a headline of November 14, reflecting the 

о controversy carried on stubbornly by Ernest Blythe with the British House 

icle 2 of the Treaty, Blythe said, 'was now a ily and our Attorney 

eneral will no longer appear before the Council. If private persons (in this case it 
the London Peforming Rights Society) bring an appea üch reverses the deci 
of our Supreme Court, the government will take wl ver steps are necessary 
render the Council's decision ineffective. The declaration was greeted with 


anguish by Lord Danesfort in the Lords 


Denis Coughlan of Cork: From Upper Glasheen Road, was found to have in his posses 


sion on November 13, an armoury of 25 revolvers, one automatic pistol and 1600 rounds of .45 
ammunition. When bail was offered, Coughlan, refusing to recognise the court, rejected it 
LP. O'Connor Dead: The noted parliamentarian, born in Athlone but representing 


Liv y, in Parnellite апа Redmondite days, journalist and ‘father’ of the House of 


Commons, died in London on November 17, being waked by Cardinal Bourne in 


Westminister Cathedral 
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Coinage: It was announced on Noven 2 that the Free State would issue its 


n coinage by Percy Metcalfe, was far supe 
г to anything notes), while the silver 
іпаре contained, until 1943, ; 

General Frank: Rejecting ‹ De Valera referred to Frank Aiken Deputy 


Aiken has as much right to be calle: ral as some of the generals in this houst 


Six Counties Abolish P.R: There were « s during this debate in the northern 
parliament, and numbers of members we: moved. Meanwhile th« 
King’s illness’. It с nued to dominate the paper for weeks 
was appointed Cardinal | 
24. He succeeded Cardinals 
in 1861, he was like O 
a magnificent complex buildings in Upper O'Connell 
| reopened on Friday 
has been engag d 
a major ta 
ration of sti rds; O'Connell 
\bb Street, Henry Street, ( Four Courts anc istom House 
Mongolia Taken: Treating it as a ‘sphere ‹ flu > th vie 1 bloodless 


ip, occupied t size of Ireland 


I 
Privy Council Appeals: Blythe in An Dail sougl 1 blunder 
| | sation Bi ' expressed the hope 


had recently 


ur of the Performing 
November 20 by 
the government 
Appeals are an 

Commonweal 

oecretary ol 
the with Bly 
поп idmitted that Ireaty 1 not been broken 

Boycott: Seán O Muineachan replied in An Phoblacht to 


that organ's criticism of Fianna Fail associating soci with Cumann na nGael min 
hat time among Republicans to press for a boycott on 
Mac Giolla Mhuire, the honorary sex 


rote questioning statements aj Fianna Fáil, 


d! 
t y» man's trac inion leader, made at a meeting of 


Bennett 
front f the Workers 


this time to Edward 


Edward Russell, Fenian: 


It was signed 
т of Leo; he who raid 
setting the tinder alight), Joe 


ation), and Frank Ryan 
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Snatch Raids: The usual were being reported in 
ember, with Joe Clarke*, Mount Street at this time caretaker of 
» Sinn Féin office in 23 Suffolk Street 


Frank Gallagher: ere was some griping on an appointment of an 'ex Free State 
g i] Р} 

ny man’ as works manager in the new / ind running. He was 

1 to carry with his salary the then considerable pension of £125 per annum. Frank 


' confident of De Valera, replied in the 
> not r in parliamentari 


lacht, which at this was creeping back t 


good reading and 


SUCCESSIVE 


Gilmore and Price: In two George Gilmore was 


each time being 


ink 


Stand-Off: N 


when Army recruit 
iversity ( ollege, 
s and cat calls 


Xfficer material, I › interrupters were led by Frank Ryan 

later on, luminaires within Fiann 1. Dr. Coffey 
eeting which had participants then 

withdrew to Gloucester Street; the historic north 

М.Ј. Lennon: An announcement in mid 1 to a history lecture 

і M Lennon, B.I e: a Fianna Fáil off 


the late thirties, con 


vernment in 1940 for 


Cat and mouse continued endlessl with Mick Price, Liam Gilmore 


,eorge - secretary of Sinn Fé Cumann na mBan, 
ind Michael Kelly, secretary ind later known a: 
late November detentions, the result vover-feverish Chief 

and his cohorts it in the Castle' (or dou 
n and Peter Ennis now seemed concentrated on the fring: 
suggestion was sometimes n been referred 
the run uy p d'etat in mind, 
loes not hold water. N ins have ever come to light 
Nervous Administration: continued from govern 
Iminating in 1931 in the banning of B ympanied by a wide 
lampdown, not only upon the LR.A, { peripheral organisa 
t, followed by O'Duffy hawking around 'documen 


»unds for their pastoral later that year 
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irrest, from Roebuck House, of 


Madame Mac Bride Arrested: No 
dame Mac Bride on a charge of publishing sedition; but a jury in a Dublin court 
quitte | he I 

Mail Vz 


in Robbed: In County Roscon med 
nails; a few miles to 


i men robbed a post office 


in Manorhamilton were raid 


г independence, a policy 
iwaharlai Nehru. There 


Lord Irwin, the viceroy, but the 


strian statue of finest 

ym College Green, plinth and all 

tion on November 30 T ( ' into private hands, was 
ties, in Le j 
Fianna tain the 


ind 


reported on 


Dr. Fogarty on Annuities: 


| 1 
прег 12 


omen for the 
n dishones 
wonders 
lump, in secret I 1 5I Garden Street 
th Strand, conta d t e bomb p ind a ce ies. Bail was fixed at £200 
ussell 


British Labour Government in Narrow Escape, said the h on December 
oal Mines Bill going tl | 


\ Quiet Year in Free State Politics, summarised the Iris/t Times, in its review 


{ 
о! 
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CHRONOLOGY : THE YEAR 1930: 

The year opens with a story of police assaults in Coachford, Co. Cork, and 
another involving James Vaugh of Drumshanbo. In the Coachford case, a young 
man called O'Mahoney was beaten for information, and a revolver held to his head 
That was followed with a bogus letter to him purporting to come from the LR.A, 
wherein they demanded that he send on the names of his witness's! 

Warren Darley: Dr. Warren Darley, of the outstanding Dublin family, in music 
and art as well as nationalism, had died and was remembered in a panegyric deliv 
ered by singer and respected Republican, Gerald Crofts, in Glasnevin. _ 

Dan Turley: Some brisk raiding by R.U.C occurred in Belfast, when Dan Turley 
of Dunmore Street was roped in, followed by Tyrone man Pat Kane, who was sen- 
tenced to one months imprisonment for possessing a copy of An Phoblacht 

London Naval Conference: Ramsay Mac Donald spoke at the conference on 
Britain's Will for Peace 

Luke Dillon and Jack Keogh: Luke Dillon, who spent 14 years in a Canadian 
prison for trying to blow the lock of the Welland Canal during the Boer War, was 

› died in the U.S early in January. Jack Keogh earlier mentioned as 

in Maryborough from 1923 and then rescued by George Gilmore from 

Dundrum Asylum in 1926, was reported still at liberty. Aiden Sweeney, Patrick Mc 

Guinness and Mick Kelly were at this time on 18 weeks solitary, seeking political 

treatment in Mountjoy. Meanwhile the Kevin Barry Hall in Great Denmark Street 

was raided, and 11 persons prominent in the Movement detained, but for one night 
only 

Engineers’ Hall: Seven were detained here on January 28. The hall, in Gardiner 
Street, was a noted meeting place 

A New Direction: Searching for a new direction, Peadar O'Donnell issued a call 


to ‘broaden out volunteers to create a mass movement, presaging his support 


four years later for what he hoped would be such a movement, namely Republican 
Cons s. A worthy obje except with every day that passed, Fianna Fail was 
upon the political high ground; soon they would control the 

of government itself. Peadar was responded to in An Phoblacht by an edito 

ial closely upon the same lines, Wanted a Citizen Army'. Meanwhile the Adjutant 
va ; writing the British Home Secretary, J.R Clynes, seeking the release of 


n: Galvin, Iago, Foley and Breen, serving a total of 57 years; two had 


) 


г £300 taken from a bank in Manchester in July 1922. Although no 


; received thev were released shortly afterwards; being helped by a series 

public meetings held in London and Manchester 
Suing for Assault: Sean Ryan, long standing Iralee Republican, was raided by 
LD, and with George Gilmore (like a few others, encouraged by their lawyers and 
Н.О) had taken a civil case for damage against three named С.І. men, but Judge 
Gleeson dismissed the claim. In the course of the case evidence was given by Mrs 
Margaret Mc Entee that she had seen Gilmore being dragged along the street, but 
the fact that her own husband had been killed in 1923 by C.I.D had not, in his hon- 
our ves, helped her status as a dependable witness Meanwhile the usual raids 


continued in Dublin and Leitrim, while Dr. Gregg, Protestant Archbishop of Dublin, 
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received a deputation of Protestant Republicans intent on bringing to his notice con- 
ditions in Mountjoy 
Stanley Baldwin in Belfast: Drumming up Orange support Baldwin of the 
Conservative opposition visited Belfast in mid-February 
League of Nations: In this year, the Irish Free State, already a member, was elect- 
uncil of the I eague 
Hospitals Sweep: Joseph Mc Grath, with Capt. Saul, Spencer Freeman, Joseph 
Duggan and others, founded the Irish Hospitals' Sweepstakes. It would contribute 
many millions to improving and building hospitals; in its lifetime it would employ 


hundreds o 
Soviet Trade Pact: It was announced on February 15, that the Soviet Union and 
a trade pact [The U.S had not then relations with Russia]. There 


riticism of the move in the House of Lords, especially as the U.S.S R had recent 


l 


been denounced by Pius X1 for allegedly persecuting religion. Metropolitan 


т d; denouncing the Pope and the Archbishop of Cant rbury 
Sweepstake Bill: The | Iospitals' Trust Sweepstake Bill was debated in An Dáil on 


23; as gambling, it had already been condemned in a sermon by Dr. Gregg, 
Archbishop of Dublin 
trial 


Missing Postman’: Ten County Waterford people were on trial ac used of knowl 


| rural postman who had disappeared on Christmas Eve and was never sub 


quently found 
Dail Scene: Two Cumann na mBan girls created a scene in the Dail public gallery 


on the issue of the Mountjoy prisoners 
lames McArdle: James McArdle, who was out in 1916 and against the Tans, 
received a four month sentence in late February, whereupon the occupants of the 
rt arose and sang God Save Ireland. What was said to be a Sinn Féin cumann found 
Weavers’ Hall Dublin's Coombe one night in late 
were released. Lenten pastora t this time usually 


but on this occasion only the Bishop of Galway referred to 


Gandhi and Sardar Patal, political leaders, continued promi 
nently to feature in the news 

London Naval Conference: It was reported to be breaking 
Assault Awards: Cearbhall О Dálaigh had a piece in An Phoblacht in Irish on 
while elsewhere there was a detailed account by Madame Charlotte 
test assault upon TJ. Ryan as witnessed by herself. A Dublin 
in, Patrick McKee, was more successful than Gilmore when he sought dam 
LD; he received an award of £75. Another Republican, Charlie 
O'Neill, received £80, Sugrue £40 and Donal O'Donoghue £50, against Michael Gill, 
Mordaunt* and Stubbins. The taking of these cases quelled the enthusiasm 
топе sections of C.L.D men for wresting answers from un-cooperative prisoners by 
means of assault; in that respect, appealing to the law was a worthwhile change in 

get their own back 

922 Free State ma vas killed by fellow Branch men, in a shoot out at 


on October 24, 1942. Resulting from the affray Maurice O'Neill of Cahirciveen 


Chronology he Year 1930 


Working Farmers: The last week ‹ aw the opening in Galway of the 


pompously titled Congress of Irish Working Farmers. Their first action was to send 


greetings to the European Congress o asants and Working Farmers in Berlin. A 
speaker called for the formation of a revolutionary workers' party which would 
draw members from 'committees of action’ in Dublin and Belfast, Cork and 
Colerain« 

[hese efforts were pa f Peadar O'Donnell's continuing annuities campaign 


and to that extent may have made a contribution, although Chief of Staff Moss 
Twomey did not place much reliance upon them 

Cosgrave Resigns: President W.T Cosgrave, with his cabinet, resigned on March 
28, on the issue of a reduction of one shilling off the old age pensions; from ten 
shillings to nine. It was defeated by 66 votes to 64 in the Dáil; but after a 13 day cri- 
sis, during which De Valera and T.] O'Connell were put forward, Cosgrave was res- 

ed. The cabinet, and policy, remained unchanged 

De Valera in U.S: The approach of Easter found De Valera touring the eastern 
states. In Boston he declared; England still occupies Ireland. Every Irishman longs 
for a new battle of Clontarf that will throw the English out of Ireland 

Militant Gestures: The approach of Easter generated a more pugnacious spirit, 
with talk of organising among 'militant workers'; censoring T.J O'Connell's Labour 
Partv, and offering Sean Russell as the principal speaker at the Dublin Brigade com 
on at Glasnevin. The lead article in An Phoblacht sounded the note; ‘fot 


| prepared to take the field in Easter Week there are ten today. We have a 


before us to save Ireland while there is yet time'. The plan remained unformu 


ited and under wraps, and the people of Ireland would still have to wait for Fianna 


Labour Meeting Broken Up: A report of April 9, spoke of a Labour Party meet 
he Mansion House broken up by militant Fianna Fáil supporters waving a 


reating pandemonium l'hev were denounced by Senator T.]. O'Farrell 


1s a ‘combination of Fianna Fail and communists 


| › & ur 
Brian O'Higgins featured in a Sinn Féin discourse in their Parnell Square rooms 


EB 


r which he disassociated Irish republicanism from 'eastern materialism 


Disbandment: Despite talk of a proposed 50,000 reserve force, the Free State 


s about to be slimmed by the loss of 200 of its commissioned officers. This 
resulted in the formation of the National Defence Association of August 1929,” 


} 1 Rohr н 29 
which in turn gave rise later to the Army Comrades of February 1932 
Flour Mills Bought: Anxiety was expressed in a report of April 30, naming 


? \ "Yi T ) ao 
Ranks as purchaser of a number of flour mills. Ranks grew to monopolise the Irish 


flour trade, and many rural mills were soon closed 


Tension In India: Tension was reported following the arrest of ( ;andhi, accom 


panied by rioting 
Fianna Fail Criticism: The party їп а Dail report of May 10 directed severe crit 
і 


х ; vo н 
icism at those civic guards against whom Republicans had recently won awards on 


Manning 
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Ryan in New York: Frank Ryan was at this time in New York from where his 
Easter speech reported him calling for 'the complete overthrow of the two British 
governments in Ireland as a preliminary to abolishing the present sox ial system 
which had impoverished Ireland and its people'. Among speakers at a celebratory 
dinner in June were Mick Quill, Joe McGarrity and Dan Breen 

3us Strike: A strike was proceeding at the Irish Omnibus Company; a sub- 
sidiary of the Great Southern Railways 

Six County Education: Catholic schools heretofore being treated by the govern 
ment as ‘voluntary’ received no grants towards their expense of building. In future 
they would receive fifty per cent, the Northern government announced. Publi 
schools 'nded entirely by Protestant pupils, received full grant support 

Dawson Bates was Criticised by Cahir Healy, for opening private letters, and 
for phone tapping 

India: Disorders continue 

The home of Mrs. Heron in Dublin was raided by C.I.D, pulling up flooring and 
even puncturing bicycles parked outside upon leaving. A new journal, Humanities 
was crediting Séamus MacGrianna, the Donegal writer, as one 'giving promise of 
becoming an Irish historical novelist of the first order 

Iago and Foley Free: Three weeks ahead of completing their sentences, Bernard 

hn Foley, described as 'volunteers', were released from jail in England, 
lacht announced a campaign to have John Galvin and Francis Breen lib 
On snatch raids and cat and mouse there was no let up; Clare, Dublin 


ind Cork figuring; Т.Ј Ryan of Cranny, receiving 35 visits in 20 days 


The Irish Omnibus Company, the red painted bus subsidiary of the Great 


ithern Railways, was upon a partial strike, and An Phoblacht, without seemingly 


account the parlous state of the railway compan innounced grandly, 


I 
would not be scabs by travelling in them. Helena Moloney, the 


trade union leader, returned from a short visit to the Soviet Union, 


is billed to talk to Sinn Féin in Rathmines on that very subject 'Russia Today 
Ford of Cork: Having announced that the Cork factory would produce exclu 
ly tractors for Europe, with an eventual target of 300 per « Ford announced 

that they had achieved 150 per day, with 7 
Blythe on De Valera: At à election i ongford, the Minister for Finance 
denounced the Articles of : l ri ! e company then being 
' control of the papers wt rest with De Valera; a dictator, he 
money in it worth speaking of. If inna Fáil retained the Annuities 
recover them by a tax on Irish pro which would ultimately be 
іа by the farmers of this country’ 

Sir Oswald Mosley: Sir Oswald, as Chancellor исі Lancaster, was а 
nber of the Labour cabinet; he resigned at this time to form the British Union of 


scists 


Trouble On The Foyle: Trouble between poaching fishermen and the game 


keepers employed by the London company controlling the fishery was endemic. It 
gain, and a difficulty lay in the company's refusal to treat with the 


»vernment 
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Public Meetings: In Belfast, three young men were sentenced to three months 
ch, for participating in an Easter commemoration. A public meeting-one of many 
| › Mountjoy itself protesting at ‘conditions’ in 
kers listed were the indefatigable Sean MacBride, Hannah Sheehy 
Lynn В.І 

1e same political rights campaign a meeting was being held a week 
sidence of the Minister for Justice, James Fitzgerald-Kenney at 
he line-up of speakers being, George Plunkett; close to the famil 
t Ballsbridge; Geoffrey Coulter, Poblacht journalist, and Sidney Gifford 

under her pen name of John Brennan, later Mrs. Czira 


Disorder in Mullingar’: The papers of Junk arried reports of 'scenes' in 


{ота town and Mullins I ction to fill the Е.Е seat was being con 
for Cumann na 1, James Geoghegan for Fianna Fail 
of Labour. Interrupters hearkened back to who shot whom in the Civil 


ehegan had earlier offered to s 


Ban on ‘Filth’: The first bans under the Censorship Act were announced on June 


^ \ т; f the Winrld 
, npire News 1 , VVee { gj the vvorid 


І.Н. Thomas: А И | Labour man who was to feature soon in the prosecution 


nomic War against th State, was appointed Dominions Secretary at 


Professor Michael Tierney of U.C.D: He was soon to figure in the Blueshirt 
this time, as a Cumann n ael senator, was writing in the Irish 
1, advocating irmers should pay their annuities. 'Fianna 


о to gull voters into swallowing Valera's medicine with their 


De Valera was fran п‹ ( 1 farmers that they 


the annuities into the Iri 
your M.P, was vigorously heckled in the Y.M.C.A Hall in 


\ asury 


Jack Jones British Lal 
| | ilk x»div, ‘Why shoot the Indian 1 TS [he heckling 


Commi f l stablishment of a 
kers' Republi 
No Pact Wit 
the v ly, while defendi 
Frank Rvan, still in New Y rk, was scotching a rumour that a polit- 


1 EF: George Gilmore was contributing a long I.R.A recruiting piece 


} 


e himself in court against a charge of ‘assault’ brought 
g hu 5 


Fianna Fail. If there was not, as we 
igereement. Meanwhile An Phoblacht was com- 


lown its programme; at the same time, in a 
і and the U.S to be soon embr еа 


300 Tractors a Day: Ford of Cork had now геа‹ hed half way upon their produc 
target у ractors a dav: but this good news was not to last 

Tivoli Theatre: Jun commencement on Burgh Quay of the considerable 
1 to transform the Tivoli Theatre into a case room and offices for 


voung eirl trapeze artiste fell to her death some years before the 


din tights to haunt a room on an upper floor 


Chronology: The Year 1930 


Eoin Mac Neill had returned from a lecture tour in America, while in Limerick 

| sing bronze statue of Viscount Fitzgibbon on Sarsfield Bridge, was dis 

He was the grandson of John, Earl of Clare, of ill-repute in the 

d. George Gilmore had been arrested, and this time held, on a 

ssing a rifle; that being dispensed with, he was promptly re- 

rest d 1 | cnarg d with resisting arrest Fathe r Wil h ле] (7 | | inagan was reported 
as being on a visit to the States. 

EF Retain Longford and Westmeath: It is the turning of the tide, De Valera 

declared. 'The people know the resources of this country we ample to provide a 

ill 

Bodenstown, June 22: The government commemoration was attended by 

Desmond Fitzgerald, Minister for Defence*, Ernest Blythe, Minister for Finance and 

Major-General Hugo Mac Neill, whom on December 8, 1922, had conducted the fir- 

squad at the executions of O'Connor, McKelvey, Mellows and Barrett.Fianna Fail 

1а a meeting there, while the R.U.C enforced a ban at Cave Hill 


ht had a spate of Soviet propaganda running at 


i 


lago and Foley Home: An Phoble 
iet Russia, and Prisons of Modern Russia. There was continuing 
seeking the release of Breen and Galvin. Meanwhile Bernard Iago and John 


id returned to Ireland, and were being given a warm reception in Roebuch 


Lough Foyle: Two bailiffs on this disputed fishery were found chained to a gate 
in Co. Donegal 

Bodenstown: The Bodenstown commemoration of late June was larger than ever; 
being seen as an anti-Cosgrave demonstration, a 1ugmented by people who 
would soon be voting Fianna Fail into power. General Tom Maguire was the speak 
had endeavoured to wish upon him a socialist sounding address, but 
would have none of it. The Worker's Voice, a waspish weekly, sought to crit 
political moderation’ of the Movement and was sternly rebuked by An 
India: Jawaharlai Nehru and Mahmud, secretary of the Congress Party, were 

arrested. Unrest continued with bombs bursting in Calcutta 
English Tories: They were actively speech-making throughout England at this 
ime, in the last weeks of a Labour government, preparatory to returning to power as 
coalition. Labour had just been saved by only three votes in parliament. By 
ptember, the party leader was declaring that there was no desire for socialism in 


Labour movement. In 1931 the Tories would join M 


“М 


ac Donald to form, with the 

National Government 

Vocational Education Commences: July saw a Local Government Act passed for 
ind a very important Vocational Education Act; in respect of Irish education, 


ark. With it came the vocational schools, and the committees to run them 


Raiding: From Leitrim, Clare, Kerry and Louth came reports of raiding, with 


: held momentarily in Cahirciveen. A 'Republican Bureau' was opened in 


Meanwhile an editorial spoke of 'bloodshed on the Fovle', in reference to 


23 until 1927, Desomond Fitzgerald had been Minister for External Affairs, now 
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the conflict between local fishermen and the London company which (until th« 
fifties) controlled it 
Egypt: In line with her mailed fist in a kid glove policy, two British warships 
ved in Alexandria 
Clashmealcon: Bus trouble continued through July, with I.O.C men calling upon 
wen for a general strike, and buses being ambushed in Galway, Leitrim and 
but 


very large gathering, the annual Clashmealcon Cave oration 


shortlv afterwards it was settled. Out on Kerry Head, Sean Ryan deliv- 


Silvermines: It was announced on August 2 that the mines in North Tipperary 
would reopen, with employment at the commencement for one hundred 
Kelp: This western seaboard industry was said in a report to have 'bright 
g 


prospects 
і 


I 
Novel Action was taken against a Mountjoy warder accused of ill-treating 


George Mooney of the Dublin Brigade; he was taken and chained overnight to the 
railings of the ‘Black Church’, in Mountjoy Street 

Gaeltacht: A pessimistic searc hlight was turned upon the Gaeltacht where offi- 
ial figures listed speakers down from 436,000 to 220,000 by 1930 as a result of a 


1 


earth of work, and with it the opportunity for marriage. An Phoblacht had no ready 


remedy 
James Downes: The death of James Downes, Protestant Republican of Trinity 


College’ was noted. Frank Ryan, home from America, reported encouragingly that 


{Һе support of the best of ош exiles is wholeheartedly with Ireland's fighting men’ 
Cattle Seizures: Kilmainham Jail, out of use since 1924, was handed over in 


v Sean Kavanagh to the care of Dublin County Council. Meanwhile the 


ind army were seizing cattle in west Donegal. There were raids in Dublin, 


police 
Leitrim Wexford, while some blows were exchanged in Leitrim; and in Co 
there were reports of shots being fire d, and of increased activity 

Peadar O'Donnell, still stomping the country on his annuity campaign, was 
quoted criticising Fianna Fáil 'who would collect them but retain them in Ireland’ 


The working farmers organisation was active in some places, but largely ineffective 
as cattle were still being seized 

Empire Games: Th National Athletic and Cycling Association (N.A.C.A) was 
from the forthcoming Empire Games about to be held in 


persuaded to withdraw 
| 


ondon. At this time, late August, there was a sudden outbreak of slogan painting 


upon business premises in Dublin; its purpose being to publicise conditions in 
Mountjoy 

Maryborough Prisoner Sean Hogan: 
ther of Sean Hogan of Co. Clare, acc used in 1923 of shooting a Free State 


An Phoblacht printed a letter from Mrs. | 


Hogan, пу 
soldier who had tried to disarm him; an obvious relic of the Civil War but still held 
үе had had a visit being in May 1925 


] > ho з ackineg 7 
your letter reached me asking news of my son 


in extreme conditions; the last time | 
she began. Some few days bai 


read that I have no news of him for the past three years beyond 


each year а hat I have to be content 


pritten to the governor asking for a visit and I have not even had 


inf 


ing 


Spurn That Flag: De Val 


th 


Indian Peace Talks 


>t ede 
ynsible 

hat government 

Capt. Jack White: An 
Boy Uughmore 
lent in lin, contributed an ғ 
Meany 
р Y died. P 


rominent I 


luence Home Secrt 


Flooding in Ireland: Mid 


[ t the harvest 


Clondalkin Paper Mills: Their 


Commonwealth Conference: Brita 


аһ 


К. 101: Bri 
eauvais, with a lo 
4 Catholic State: In 
led ‘the governm« 
30'. The sermon 
St. Stephen's Gree 
Tied to Railings: A member of 


ned to railings in Drumcondra by three 


was affixed; Informer Farrell arrests | 


Roger Baldwin: C.LD raiding was 
1 on the clár of the 
connection 


| 
һеге оп 


De Valera read ‹ an interi 


the LI 


there since 


iddressex 


1 rticle on Iris! 
while 'Galloper' Smith, Lord Birkenhead 


rressur©e 


on Victimisa 


"Donnell 


rolonged confer- 
government that 


пот control 


: made to 


prominently in 


Galvin and Breer 


over Ireland, ruin 


опѓегепсе to ceast 
»uncil. There would 
iilligan, for the Free 


should be the final 


shed in flame 
r, Bishop of 
is is a Catholic state 


icademi 


handcuffed 

of September 
in November, while 
seeking relief for th 
Baldwin was noted 1 
Aiden Sweeney 


for Political 


Ard Fhéis early 


that LR.A men recently 


kept under scrutiny 
issue announced 
perialism; an amor 

ollege Green 

the slogan, Spurn That 


Alderman Tom 
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Kelly, Helena Moloney, Sean T. O'Kelly, Eamonn De Valera, Hannah Sheehy 
Skeffington, Alec Lynn, Frank Ryan, Sean Mc Connell, Sean Murray and Sean 
MacBride. It was a galaxy that was guaranteed to frighten off the poppy wearers; yet 
showed that the Movement had no real focus for advancement, other than inef- 
ial boycotts, and the occasional blowing apart of a monument 
Professor O'Sullivan, a government minister on his home pit h in Kerry, was 


ers against withholding annuities, as Britain would inevitably tax our 


Gen. Hertzog: General Hertzog, Prime Minister of the Dominion of South 
visited Ireland at this time and, at a banquet attended by William 17 


Cosegrave, eulogised the exploits of Major John MacBride in the Boer War of 1899 


у or may not have been ippropri ite in the circumstances since his son 


an, at that time, was on the Н.О staff of the LR. 
Sean Hogan: At last the father and mother of Sean Hogan were permitted to visit 
Marvborough; the encounter being permitted under the usual conditions 
creens Si t apar ) ars of age, they described him afterwards 


king old but unvielding 


Fired Upon: A car used bj it Cosgrave was reported in the Irish 


} ent, fired п on No 12; it was | n « ' time by 
ed soldier 

The London Imperial Conference OW ( Economic discussio 

yurned to a conference proposed for ( 2 


Daithi Ceannt Dies: 


home 
en Richard wa 
d in Cork Jail on May 
sentence commuted 
| both the Tan and Civil Wars 

Mutiny' politicians in govern 
Y any groupings within it. In August 
ibed in one quarter as an elite corps, wa 
disbanded on a hint from Desmond 
grievances. As a consequence 


1ed his commission 


Foreign Butter: floox heap imports caused the government to impose a 
11 Id) pence 
Fired Upon (ii): Two wet 'ported by the Irish Inaepenaeni vember 
fired upon a soldier in multi | t n Michael Have 
peaker of A ail, in Brig! ot Rathgar. The soldier 
| member of the S li A Vi it, M vounded in the knei 
fore 
Six County Nationalist M.P's had not t | their seats until 19 
її г a prolonged period following a spt ikers ruling on the budget 
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Alfred O'Rahilly: In the same month a group of manufacturers met in the 
Mansion House, Dublin, seeking government protection from the blows now being 
sustained throughout the world economy, They were being addressed by, among 
others, Professor Alfred O'Rahilly, whom An Phoblacht described unkindly as 'a 
vicious Treatyite'. Peadar O'Donnell interrupted the proceedings and had to be 
allowed speak, whereupon he gave them a vigorous rebuke on their adherence to 
capitalist economics’ 

'Sniping: Patrick Mc Guinness and Aidan Sweeney were released in early 
December from Mountjoy after 19 months of a two year sentence; fifteen of which 


were spent in solitary confinement. [hey had sought association with each other but 
had been refused. Sinn Féin held their Ard Fhéis in the same week, the proceedings 


being fully reported; including complaints from speakers on ‘sniping’ by An 


That was refuted in a subsequent issue when the editor complained that 
no press invitation had been receiv ed by him 

A piece of petty police persecution was reported from Thurles area after 
Republican Ned O Reilly had returned from the U.S due to the slump there. Three 
offers of a job posted to him from Dublin had been returned 'not known’; when he 
called to the police in the town to investigate he was abused by them. 

The Sinn Féin Ard Fhéis of December 9 forbade its members 'to associate for 
any purpose whatsoever with those who signed an Oath of Allegiance’. It was 
moved by Brian O'Higgins, who criticised An Phoblacht which had sponsored the 
meeting; and it was passed by 32 votes to 8. It was opposed by Helena Moloney, 
Miss Ffrench-Mullen and Dr. Kathleen Lynn, 'Sceilg', (J.J. O'Kelly), was elected 
President of Sinn Féin 

Oscar Traynor: Among contributors to this, An Phoblacht's Christmas number, 
was none other than the future Minister of Defence, Oscar Traynor. A mystery report 
at the same time referred to an attempt to shoot Gen. Ric hard Mulcahy as he entered 
the house of Michael Hayes, Ceann Comhairle, in Brighton Square. This followed a 
story, a fortnight earlier, of a mysterious shooting incident in which a soldier was 
wounded; there being a suggestion of a link 

Big’ Jim: The year closed with a resounding declaration from 'Big' Jim Larkin, 
made at a crowded street meeting in Middle Abbey Street, at what was known as 
Elvery's Corner; speaking of the performance of the Cosgrave government, he con 
cluded his criticism in ringing tones; 

[hey are unnational, 

They are unmoral, 

[hey are unpractical, 

[hey are unhung; the pity of it 


The Year 1931 
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Breen and Galvin Released: Having served the full term, less remission, Frank 
Breen and Pat Galvin were released from England. Breen had been arrested and sen- 
‚Я in Tune 1921 to five years but was let go as a result of the Treaty, in January 
reupon he resumed working in Manchester. Apprehensive of a new chargé 

to Dublin a short time late it was arrested and handed over to 


1 bank robbery, undertaken for the 


ther, only five Republicans in jail, north and south 


goodbye to 1930 without 


Carson was recovering 


An I acht: The L.R.A weekly journal, as an official document of the time 


cribed it, '{ lished a continuous stream of seditious language stificati { 
І ruage, justification of 


t crimes, and incitements to future crimes 


State of the Nation: On the social state of the island in 1931, a newspaper report 
in employed man in Athy supporting a wife and three children on ten 


shillings week outdoor reliet Taken о: ) | few weeks work approaching 


Christmas he ate a solid meal, keeled over and died 


Population Down: The population of the Free State in 1929 was 2,949,000; down 


18,000 had emigrated despite the bad times abroad. Marriages were 


per thousand against 5.95 in the North Imports/exports had declined 
J9 m in 1929 to £103 m in 1930 


gloomy figures did t deter W.T. Cosgrave from eulogising a fortnight 


; sound position;. а high purpose and hard work have gone to the 


this success 


Maurice Fenlon: Maurice Fenlon 
iped from the Tov in November 1925. On the run until the 


in elderly man, trading in Mary's Lane, was 


one of those who had es 
t vear. he had chanced returning to his business but was arrested and brought 

ck to Mountjoy; where, however, the state entered a nolle prosequi in the action 
Castlebar Librarian: Castlebar had failed to appoint Letitia Dunbar- Harrison, a 
Protestant graduate of Trinity, as a County | ibrarian, and this resulted in a cause 
hich we will not follow here. An Phoblacht how: ver could afford to take the 


stance on this; denouncing loudly those council members who had rejected 


De Valera, on the other hand, in an address in the neigh- 


rect 


Miss Dunbar-Harrison 
bouring town of Claremorris, managed to cleverly obfuscate the issue. In a Dáil 
debate of Tune 17, Labour and Fianna Fáil were largely upon the 'right' side, but the 


73 votes to 62. 


government managed to win by 
19, with a promise of eventual federal self- 


India Conference Ends: On January 
'atal and Gupta were released, and the Congress Party was 


government. Gandhi, I 
i that civil disobedience would 


прег considered unlawful; Gandhi however sai 


no k 
continue. 


Defeated: The British Labour government, for long 
sill. It dec ided to amend it and carry on 


hanging upon a thread, was 


defeated on its Education I 
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› the policy of taking tion against C.I.D brutality; a 


Peter Fennell, was awarded a sum of damages. Early in 


shot dead a young man, PJ Carroll, in Captain's Lane, Crumlin; 
| 


lerable number of yea \t first it was thought that police 
tectives attending the Glasnevin funeral were stoned. He 
since 1922; belonged to the Labour Defence League, and was 
LD. But Supt. Peter Ennis at the inquest admitted that Carroll 


gent for three years, but claime rivilege when asked his remu 


] Nal w pence 
Ї 


Soloheadbeg: Shortly after, under the bye-lin« е у ..A,' a veiled 
warning was conveyed to another ex-volunteer who gave evidence against four 
young men arrested at Soloheadbeg, Co. Tipperary 

Oscar Traynor although since 1927 a member of Fianna Fail, was announcing a 

en of Easter Week, for Wynn's Hotel hich, the public was told, 
d be of great interest 
England's Best Customer: England had a monopoly of the Irish market but 
ianna Fail intends to change that, De Valera stated in a speech on February 9. 'You 
ill heard that England is our best customer’ he went on, ‘but you have not 
ard that we are England's best customer 

Worst Year: The Great Northern Railway announced on February 26 that 1930 
iad been the worst year in its history. The Great Southern Railways made known 

the limit of their economies was nearly reached. Without an improvement in 
revenue and profitability, they would be unable to maintain the system 

In the North an electricity board was set up 

prevailed in Dublin 
ey had left the Labour Party at this time to found the British 
Union of Fascists. He was accompanied on his mission by a Belfast Unionist М.Р. 

Dash to London: Patrick Mc Gilligan, Minister for Industry and Commerce, was 
reported on March 20, to have dashed to London where he saw the King 

Boycott: Meanwhile in An Phoblacht there was a short debate on the subject of 
sovereignty people’, between Mary Mac Swiney and George Gilmore; two 
personalities case hardened in debate. Pressed home by the editor was the twin mes- 
sage, Wear an Easter lily and Do not sail in British ships; advice which left only the 
alternative of the Hamburg-Amerika Line calling fortnightly to Galway 

Supt. Curtain: Supt. Curtain was shot dead by the LR.A in the last week of 


Y 7 I 
March at / 


riarstown House, Co. Tipperary. A trial for drilling had been running since 
February 9 to March 18, at which he had given prosecution evidence, although it 
was clear that the organisation held other matters against him. Curtain had joined 
the garda force on its formation at the age of 19 in April 1922. He had returned on 
this night after an inspection in Tipperary town, and finding his gate closed, alight- 
ed, whereupon he was shot six times in the car headlights 

His wife was awarded £6000; a very substantial sum for those days. The four 
1 on trial had already been acquitted by a jury two days before, although 


a number of jury men called when challenged by the State had not acted. Statements 
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made by witness's had been repudiated. Patriotism, commented An 


lacht. is not vet a crime in the county that fired the first shots in the Tan War 


eneral Eoin O'Duffy, Chief of Police, complained that the people were not helping 
he police; while Desmond Fitzgerald, Minister for Defence, said that people's 
minds were blurred as between right and wrong. Weeks later, seven of the witness's 
in the trial were charged with perjury, accused of having altered their pre- trial state 


ments, to which the pape r then replied, '( harge the Police Too'. O'Duffy shortly after 
London, and upon returning whispered veiled threats of coercion. Sensing 


1e paper, three weeks later, headed its leading artic le 'When Coercion Comes' 


Tim Healy Dies: Tim Healy died early on March 26; the Daily Telegraph lament 
ing that tl ing had seldom if ever been more ably represented; nor indeed had he 
if one is to credit the enormous amount of unwritten testimony that still exists about 
this foremost personality in the Bantry Brass Band.* 

Donal O'Cahill: Donal O'Cahill of Killarney, later to produce the 'first Irish film 


п, had his poem Marchine Down the Glen in the April issue of An Phoblacht 
I achi 


patriotic ballad of an ambush party of the Tan period 
! I 


n 


Beet Growers were refusing to grow beet for the new Carlow factory unless a 


ce was offered 


Builders Resume: After a three month strike Dublin building workers had 


esumed 
Lord Ashbourne: Liam Mac Giolla Brighde, Lord Ashbourne, presided at the 
annual meeting of Connradh na Gaeilge, the Gaelic League. R« solutions passed con- 


demned the government for ‘its shameful neglect in dealing with the Gaeltacht and 


the way in which it was cajoling the people concerning such insignificant forms of 


ncome as kelp and carrageen 
Séamus Ó Gríanna said that even if one thousand pounds a ton were paid foi 


kelp and carrigeen it would be only like a drop of holy water among the people of 


the Gaeltacht as only those who lived on the coast could benefit.Séan O h-Uadaigh 


said; 'the government had it in their power t 
Lord Ashbourne was re-ele ted President 


o enable those who knew Irish to be able 


to live and work in their own country 
Easter Parades: Easter Sunday brought out in Dublin one of its largest volunteer 


parades when 2,000 LR.A marched from St. Stephen's Green to Glasnevin. They 


were led by their veteran officers of the Brigade, inc luding Oscar Traynor, and head- 


ed by the flags and banners of the five battalions 1, 11, 111, IV and County. Peadar 


O'Donnell, eager to carve a policy 
task of building new groups to lead the workers and thus save 


niche away from Fianna Fáil, called for workers 


to set themselves the 
them from the treachery of the present labour leadership' 

King Alfonso X111 of 5pain abdicated his throne on April 14, hurriedly leaving 
the country. Catalonia at once declared itself an independent republic 

Karl Spindler: Sean Mc Guinness of Kinnity, in Offaly, who had escaped in 
1925, spoke in Daingean. Mc Guinness was one of the organisation's 
Emmet Sweeney and others from the south spoke in the Six 
at Castleisland and Capt. Karl Spindler of Aud 


November 
leading land reformers 
Counties, while Sean Moylan spoke 


"See reference in Survivors 
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fame was a guest of honour in New York. A medal was presented to the Captain, 
cast from five gold sovereigns replicating the five given by Brit ambassador in Oslo, 
Findlay, as a down payment on the five thousand promised the crew man, Beverley, 
(Bailey) for betraying Casement. A copy of the promissory letter was produced dur- 
ing the presentation 

I.R.A Convention: Under cover of Easter the I.R.A held its annual Convention 
in Glendalough.* The programme for widespread nationalisation епу isaged under 
Saor Eire was adopted, as was the not dissimilar Statement of Policy, otherwise, the 
Manus O'Rourke document. A full report was given in the underground An ! 
Oglach. Relevant was a carefully argued piece by Maurice Twomey in the paper 


replying to а 'pseudo Republican pamphlet’ published in the U.S 


[he convention itself was an orderly affair; the LR.A expected Fianna Fail t 
come soon to power and hence Republicans would be soon upon 'the winning side' 
disappointment with their subsequent performance was to cause the later cleavages 
of 1934 

Emmet Sweeney: In Belfast, Emmet Sweeney, arrested, received a six month sen 
tence for addressing the Easter commemoration, while another Republican, T.G Mc 
Grath of Newry, received twelve months. The R.U.C had warned him that he could 
say prayers at the graveside but that he would be arrested if he attempted to make 
a speech. Emmet's son, Aiden, a fine young fellow, died tragically in a motor cycle 
accident while his father was in jail. 

Killakee House: An event occurred in late April which was to have lengthy 
reverberations. Oglaigh na h-Eireann had taken over Killakee House, the former resi 
dence of Lord Massey at Mount Pelier, under the so called Hell Fire Club on Mount 
Venus, where George and Harry Gilmore were in charge. Killakee House or Castle 
was in the hands of the Munster and Leinster Bank, and had been unoccupied for 
ten years 

George and Harry Gilmore commenced to use it for battalion training. On a 
weekend afternoon, as ill luck would have it, two Trinity students, Young and 
Jameson, traversing the grounds, were challenged, shot at, and one was slightly 
wounded by a sentry. Subsequently George Gilmore was returned for trial for resist- 
ing arrest; a quantity of arms being also found. Gilmore was to have the benefit of a 
jury trial, so the organisation accordingly sent what they considered to be non 
threatening letters to the likely jurymen pointing out what a fine soldier he was. 
That failed to save him as he was subsequently returned by Justice Reddin for trial; 
the justice, who lived in Fitzwilliam Square, had his hall door painted red, white and 
blue overnight for his pains**. Meanwhile, the Oriel House C.LD remained in occu- 
pation of Killakee; its owner being non compos mentis; they continued to diligently 


t was not a requirement that it be held each year. 
** 45 Fitzwilliam Square was the residence or rooms of Dr. Kerry, Dr. Desmond and Gerald 
Norman. Solicitor J.J. Reddin of the Dublin Port and Docks Board and Kenneth Shiels Reddin, 


Justice of the District Court, resided there 
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ch all parts of the extensive grou ids, during which they came upon a conside: 
2 pistols, 1 Lewis, bombs, explosives 


at the students ought to have been withheld 


dump consisting of 26 rifles, 2 revolvers 
1 


and parts. Clearly the stray shot fire 

Soloheadbeg Reverberations: On trial in Clonmel, April 16, were four young 
men, Tohn Rvan, John Harding, Cornelius O'Brien and Tom Ryan; charged with 
drilling at Soloheadbeg. This minor exercise had already cost Supt. Curtain his life 
and would soon claim another. In court seven state witness's retracted their stat« 
ments and, as a result, found themselves charged. They contended however, before 
р] Troy, that their statements had been forced from them by C.I.D men who repeat 
edly prodded them with revolvers 

Free State Budget: Ernest Blythe announced his budget on May 6, taxing petrol 
for the first time, fourpence a gallon. He put a halfpenny on sugar, and two pence 


per foot on films. 

Pioneer Industry: There were the beginnings of a pogrom noted from Belfast 
although the city, never off the edge, did not then erupt until some years later 
Sinn Féin was holding a conference in the Hardwicke Hall where they were 


addressed by 'Sceilg', and Peadar O'Donnell was giving advice to working farmers' 


lc 
in Carlow, where a strike of sorts had commenced at the year old sugar beet facto 


ry, one of the pioneer industrial expt riments of the new Free State; growers were 


threatened if thev did not join in. Attanagh rail station was raided and 18 sacks 
J i Қ 


removed by armed men. About the same time one notes the resignation of Dr. T.I 


№ hted engineer who рє rsuaded the government to embark 


Мс Laughlin, the far I 


five years earlier, upon the Shannon Scheme; in its day considered one of the out 


standing hydro developments of Europe 


Riots in Madrid: Following the flight of King Alfonso X111 anti-monar hist riots 


broke out in Madrid where convents were atta кеа and burned. Jesuit and mona: 


>t 
A New Encyclical declared that 'no опе can be at the same time a good Catholic 
as a bombshell to many Roman Catholics, 


chist newspapers were subjec ted to attacks in many towns 


ind a true Socialist’. This will come 
declared the /ri | 
Ford Depart: 

› Dagenham, to which numbers of their 


Ford of Cork announced that their foundry would be transferred 
employees had already been sent. The 


ork factory was reported at a standstill 


Germany and Austria were proposing a customs union, but this was objected to 


by France. It did not proceed 


Economic Bad News: A report of May 18 ‹ arried the news that Free State trade 


had declined by £12 or almost one quarter, in 1930; while exports also had 


dec lined 
Six County Politics: The National League, representing the Nationalist Party, 


continued alive and well; Cahir Healy М.Р, was reported on May 26 speaking at 


Enniskillen 
The Hospital Sweeps were announced a success 
mainly from the U.S, of some millions. 


me was already short of water for its hydro purpose. Lough 


The first had been launched, 


with a total revenue, 


The Shannon Sche 


Ree would therefore be considered for supplemental storage. 
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The B. Specials had been demobbed in the North, but the government there 
agreed to pay them five shillings yearly for one drill appearance; a report of June 4 
The Juries Protection Act of 1929 would be extended for a further two years 


regretably, a statement said, this was due to attacks continuing upon some jury men 


at this time 


Germany 'Bankrupt': Germany was to be subject to drastic financial decrees Чо 


save the country from bankruptcy,’ according to a report of June 8; meanwhile 
Chancellor Bruning and his Foreign Minister had arrived at Chequers. The two 


1 


countries are moving towards each other, Bruning declared 

Widespread Drilling: The Irish Times was concerned about this activity. 'It is 
notorious’, it declared, 'that drilling is being carried out in the Dublin mountains, 
while police reports from Tipperary, Kerry, Cork, Limerick, Leitrim and Donegal, 
indicates that there is considerable drilling in those counties also. Leitrim is partic 
ularly bad 

Killakee reared its head again with an Irish Times report of June 11. A carefully 
constructed dump, guarded by a trap mine, on the bank of a stream contained 50 
rifles, five revolvers, ammunition and 'important documents’; plus King William's 
head from College Green referred to earlier. 

Eoin O'Duffy, Col. David Neligan, chief of C.IL.D, Supt. Brennan and Peter Ennis 
attended to witness the ceremonial blowing up of the dump which was 'heard all 
over Dublin'. Fianna Fáil criticised the publicity being given to Killakee which they 
declared was intended to affect a by-election in Co. Kildare, and to make easy the 
passage of the Jurys Bill. Panic legislation, Sean Mac Entee described it 'designed not 
to secure the protection of jury men but the conviction of political prisoners' 

James Fitzgerald-Kenney: The case of two such prisoners, George Mooney and 
Sean McGuinness, had been raised by Dr. Patrick Little but, according to an Irish 

; report, Minister for Justice Fitzgerald-Kenney, had refused to listen 

[he latter, with his cultured accent, was barn storming days later in Co. Kildare 
'Next Sunday', he offered his chapel gate hearers, 'Fianna Fail will march at 
Bodenstown behind the men responsible for the murders of Kevin O'Higgins and of 
Superintendent Curtain; behind a body of men standing to destroy your state; a 
body that is avowedly Communist 

As for the Land Annuities: 'if ever there was a debt owed by the people of 
Ireland it is those same Land Annuities’. 

Liberals Break: In Britain the Liberal Party broke with Labour on a land tax mat- 
ter; it brought nearer the creation of Mac Donald's National Government. 

Baton Charge in Berkeley Road: With Mooney and Mc Guinness on hunger 
strike in Mountjoy, the Movement mounted its strongest protest on the evening of 
June 18, preceeded by a Cumann na mBan meeting at Cathal Brugha Street 
addressed by Frank Ryan, Alec Lynn, Mick Fitzpatrick and Seamus Mitchell. 
Marching then towards the prison, they were confronted by a heavy police cordon 
at Berkeley Road. The crowd now numbering 1500 took on the police, with missiles 
thrown and blows freely exchanged. 

Col. Michael Mc Laughlin: Mrs. Ryan, mother of T.J. Ryan of Co. Clare, was 
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eased; while from New York came news which saddened Leitrim. Col 
(c Laughlin, LR.A, had been shot dead by a bandit. His remains wer 
brought home to his native Dangan where the C.LD attended in force with a 
n trained on the grave. The body had lain in state inside the church fo: 

with thousands trooping by 
At Bodenstown: In June Sean McGuinness, one of the Јоу escapees, and 
Dubliner, George Mooney were still on hunger strike for political treatment; other 
ré ported imprisoned for having sold Easter lilies. In the run-up to 


1 Sunday , An Phoblacht published a diagram of the participating groups 


1 at Sallins; noteworthy among the bands, banners and contingents was 


the prominent slot awarded to Fianna Fail 


World Slump: The Free State economy, in ‹ oncert with the world economy, con- 
tinued to slide. Old age pensioners were still down Blythe's shilling from their half 
note’, and railway men on the Great Southern system were being cut five per cent 


double track from Dublin to Galway was being reduced to single 
А Directive From 'the Thunderer': Emulating the London Times in government 


ation, the Irish Times was setting the kevnote (as it was to do in 1939 and 


sts) against the breaking out afresh of Republican activity with a tren 


chant leader on illegal country-wide drilling 
Despite its tiny circulation confined to right wing Protestants, and its flaunting 
a black border upon the death of British royalty, an opinion from the Times fre- 


quently amounted to a directive in Merrion Street, and this was the case in 1931 


1939 and, although we are not concerned with it here, in 1957 and throughout the 
seventies and eighties; when indeed that newspaper and its columnists came into 


their own as the opinion formers of what became known colloquially as Dublin Fou: 


(Dublin 4 being less a place and more an attitude of mind.) That the Irish Times 


should on this occasion select Leitrim as a place of political concern, while over 


looking anv social concern for a county that in this period of native government had 


alreadv lost almost half of its young people and would lose many more, tells us 
something of its value as an opinion forme! Pointing to 'subversion' in Leitrim was 


seemingly of more importance than dealing with an economic problem that result- 


ed in half of the native born people leaving their countryside 
Kilcormac: A report from Kilcormac, Co. Offaly, refers to the local branch of 


Connradh na Gaeilge permitting police ‘patronage’ of their aeridhiocht. In accord 


with the policy of the Movement of that time, which sought to ostracise gardai, any 


such Р articipation was frowned upon. 


Bodenstown Banned: One cannot say 1 the govern 
h Times when the great commemorative pro 


ment of W.T. Cosgrave was 


actually heeding the strictures of the Iris 
im the village of Sallins to the rural grave of Bodenstown was, at very 


cession fr 
placed in strength to enforce it. The 


short notice, banned; police and military being 


government, declared Ernest Blvthe, was not going to allow any party to work itself 


into the position of a second army.The Movement 
its Order of Procession, and a-review of this now 15 enlightening. 
It would be led by the First Battalion, Dublin Brigade, followed by the Workers' 


Union of Ireland; then LR.A contingents, Dublin 2, 


however had already published 


3, 4 and 5 battalions; Cork 
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h Dublin and Kildare Battalion; Leitrim Battalion; 
а band; Wexford and Louth Battalions ther Units 
na mBan; Clan na Gael girl scouts; Fianna band; Fianna 
ounties; Brian fife b і 1 Fail Party; 1916-21 
Deten ague | R 'publi \ lub; Other 

е drawn from th: 

e booked, and the speakers were announced as Mick Price 
| Saturday night the government cancelled the trains by 
station and many other stations wer cupied, and 


were arrested. Some shuttle buses however were organ 


ponys and traps contributed; in tl id some 10,000 leaked 


ssion proceeded as planned. According to an official docu 


\ were present from 19 coi es. (When next Bodenstown 


ianna Fáil, few leaked through and the gravevard itself wa 


standing in for бе 
re unlikely replacement 


] tat 
lt 1 


wed itu 


lisation: Was it a test mobilisation? With all of those marshalled 


Not A Test Mobi 
inks; all of those training camps and all of the frequent gunnery practice, what 
[.R.A in mind? It had passed from being a dispirited remnant in 
self-confident volunteer army ready se Tu «e on’ the Free 
ould it have taken on the Free State, because no such plans had 
vered, and both Maurice Twomey and George Gilmore have 
this writer, that Bodenstown 1931 was not a test mobilisation, nor was 
t year a plan for a coup d'etat. Why should there be; the Cumann na nGael 
ment was clearly on its last legs, and Fianna Fail would surely fulfil the hopes 
ms of everyone in the days to come 
Riots in Spain: Trouble continued in Spain under the republican government of 
Alcala Zamora and the prime minister Manuel Azana, with riots and burnings 
reported from many centres 
Kildare Result: Fianna Fail won this hotly contested by-election in the person of 
is. Here is a community of farmers, said the Irish Times of June 29, who 
ned to parliament a man pledged to the ruination of their industry 
Secret Service: On July 3, An Dáil passed 63-47, a vote of £6,500 for a service that 
was, its opponents declared, devoted mainly to small scale bribery 
LR.A: No Focus: No matter how one looks upon its forays, its parades and its 
battalions, the LR.A in these years, and in the subsequent years up to 1938 had no 
focus; no real notion of its role; should it stage a coup d'etat; should it be purely agi 


tationery; a machine for boycott; engage only in social issues; be subsumed into a 


political party? Whether one agrees with his methods or not, it was Sean Russell in 


who turned gave 


ind said, get ou к ht. Russe ive 1 first clear focu 


e 1922, when indeed its role had been merely rez ve to I ree 5tate aggression 


Ihe Contingent That Was Absent: In the lat xti ind early seventies an 


ҮР. А 


[.В.А at ime when there were no colourful battal 
n therefore one 
colourful contingents 
Countie: 
ial Pariahs: An Phoblacht was calling in mid-June for n 
cial pariahs', adding that this treatment be extended to judge 
1 police | 

e and Russell: Mi ісе jean Russell м ch charged with mem 
| rank Ryan was arrested and 
onnell Street, and that march 


is found; however it con 


d upon to assemble 
cordin rtoa decla 
"ai 
ive fighters in the campaign’; 
ontinued to be only muted protest 
› farmer 
sman, married to Elizabeth 'Budge' Mulcahy of 
nali nily, had written in a German paper on the relationship of the 
leclared, а t ingled skein 
Fermentation: Looking ahead, An Phoblacht was advising in July; 
itive 1s passing from гле enemy us, our responsibilities are great 
full of restlessness and fermentation must be invested with the 
ind plan of struggle by which alone freedom can be achieved... A national rev 


YT reanisation must break into th« open But what was it? Words words, 


C > 


words; or preparing the stage for the 1 iunch of Saor Eire 
Killakee Dump: July brought further details of the dump found at Killakee 

1s well as a front page splash showing the Red Army in Moscow), It had a 
ip door, and contained a single bed supported upon cans of the I.R.A explo- 
». Gilmore, whose ag as given as 35, was charged with ‘maintaining a 
military eanisation'. The cache contained 29 rifles, 13 revolvers, 4 pistols, one 
Lewis, 3 shotguns, Verey light pistols bombs, explosives and 3000 rounds of ammu 
nition 

Jurymen Not Convicting: After withdrawing for only 15 minutes, the Dublin 
jury hearing Russell's prosecution returned with a 'not guilty' verdict. 'Very well, 
gentlemen', admonished Judge Davitt sourlv; ‘it is a welcome thing that unlike a 


iudge, a jury never has to give a reason for its verdict' 
It was disclosed in evidence however that the raid on Russell's home was under 
taken. unceremoniously, at one a.m, and Russell, fearing for his life, dived under a 


bed. A secret room was found; entered through a hinged full length mirror in a bath 
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ontained only British Army training manuals 
, Hannah Sheehy-Skeffington, report 
he judge that she was being excluded 
ed, calling over her shoulder as she departed; you should remember 
Michael Davitt, who had spent upwards of twelve years in an 


eavy manual work, despite loosing an arm prior to that in a fac- 


sell and Price trials juries refused to act y government 

stead declaring themselves ‘in full sympathy with the ideals of the men 
It was in this situation where popular opinion was sliding towards mil 
m, combined with unrestricted and uncensored publicity, that 


government to introduce Article 2 A of the Constitution, and with 

[ribunal that could be relied upon to process prisoners in 
ction 

r however was jubilant; That's for You, Fitzgerald-Kenney, declared An 

itt Kent from near Bunclody, long prominent in the radical farm scene, 


was jailed this month, and again two weeks later. Roebt House, home of Maud 


Gonne and Sean, was raided for the umpteenth time by ( ; a photo graphically 


showed the disorder caused by upturned drawers, and books strewn upon the floo: 


Juries Protection Bill: The Juries Protection Bill was p: sed on Tune 12 


it extended the 1929 Act to September 1933 
Michael Mc Laughlin: An official report of June refers to the funeral of 
:el Mc Laughlin, shot dead in New York; that it took place to the graveyard of 
h Roscommon, with 3000 І.К.А and sympathisers in attendance. The 
50 military and a large force of gardaí prevented a farewell volley 
Germany On Its Knees: In Germany, the republic; awaiting the arrival 
whoever reached the gates first, Communists or Nazi's, was upon its knees. Di 
Luther, President of the Reichbank, returned empty handed from Paris and London, 
having failed to obtain a loan from either. Ten days later the powers relented, offe1 
ing a three month credit. But it would be insufficient 
Death of a ‘Spy’: The 'veiled warning’ to a suspe ted spy in Tipperary referred 
lier, in connection with the Soloheadbeg incident, was not heeded, and a man, 
of Oyle, was found shot dead. The organisation declared him 'а police 
spy’ who had, on the evidence of the police of Cappawhite, been given three weeks 
ve Ireland, but seemingly, made no move to do so. Fianna Fáil's weekly paper, 
ition, condemned the shooting. 
Garda Sports Spoiled: As a reprisal obviously for police interference with 
nstown, Kerry LR.A lifted sections of the two rail links entering the kingdom, 
thus preventing special trains reaching the garda sports г Iralee 
Frank Ryan: News from Kerry told of numbers of Oglaigh na h-Eireann com- 
memorative parades being held throughout the county. A cartoon of Frank Ryan 
appeared in the paper, calling upon readers to 'help free Ireland and the Irish work- 
ing masses by taking your place in the revolutionary movement'. Meanwhile a jury 
disagreed in the Killakee case of George and Charlie Gilmore; they were put back 
Failure to Convict: Sean Mac Bride and others were arraigned on a membership 
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1 1 А " 1 
n Listowel where for the first time was n oned in the public press the tit 


front organisation which some in the LR.A fully expected would ha 


ing political potential, namely Sat e. Meanwhile Peadar O'Donnell 


working farmers in Mai ross, Galwav and ( raughwell. Days 
Bride and three local men w released in Listowel. The jury had 

convict them 
Dublin's Slums: Overcrowding in the slum tenements of Dublin's inner city had 
y-word for a half century. A crowded meeting in the Mansion House was 
figures; 80,000 lived in single rooms: a single tall georgian house might 
iny as twenty four families or upwards of 84 children, while the death 


s twenty per thousand, seventeen out of one hundred dying within a vear of 


Sir Dawson Bates: The July marching month was celebrated in Belfast by 
Minister of Home Affairs, Dawson Bates ordering the destruction in Carrickmore 
Гутопе, of 'an offensive monument'. It had been erected at the Loughmacrory 
id to the LR.A of 1920, and Sir Dawson empowered himself under Section 8, of 
a section that he had added only a week previously for that 

purpose 
Cootehill: Early August an Orange demonstration by the Black Preceptory, 
was announced for Cootehill, Co. Cavan; this provoked a warning reaction from the 
local organisation of working farmers. Cavan Brigade LR.A ‘proclaimed’ the demon 
stration which went ahead under police protection and intermittent fisticuffs, dur- 
ing which eight persons were arrested. Cootehill, like many other towns, had once 
been a strong redoubt of Orangeism, but this demo was to be its last. Orange mobs 
responding however, attacked in August, Hibernian processions in Armagh 
Portadown and Lisburn. At Richill they breached the rail link from Goraghwood, 
ind the following week broke out again, wrecking houses and halls in Armagh and 


Portadown 
Dan Breen's mother had died in Tipperary, and Breen himself was noted as 'still 
York’ 


| Baden Powell scout hut was burned by armed and masked 


men on 
Troubled Times: James Fitzgerald-Kenney, addressing a passing out of guards in 
Phoenix Park warned, on July 18, of ‘dangerous and troubled times before the coun- 


try 
Roebuck House: Madame Mac Bride and Madame Charlotte Despard, who 
e, wrote complaining of the last C І.Ю raid. They had suffered 11 


shared Roebuck Hous 


raids during which papers and books were scattered and furniture overturned 
Arms were never found there, and this latest raid was carried out by no less than 17 


able-bodied men, they said 
John Foley: John Foley, released a few months earlier, after a ten year term in 
England, was reported as ise been dragged from a train in Killorglin, where- 


upon he was beaten by police 1 Phoblacht continued to issue warnings of 'an 


impending pogrom' in Belfast. For some strange and unconnected reason there were 


six C.LD men placed on guard inside the offices of the Irish Independent in Middle 
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the impending launch of the 


ountrywide police raiding 


' continued to be reported, while a number of 

| blacht, criticising Fianna Fail for its new found attitude to 
physical force; but Fianna Fail was a political party, and would soon be in govern 
ment 


Saving £96 m: A Parliamentary Economy Committee in London recommended 


1g 
li 


an immediate cut in unemployment benefit and teachers' salaries with the object of 

saving £96 m 
Rail Interference: Rail links near Portlaoise and north Donegal were cut, with 
the intention of disrupting garda sports in Clonmel and Letterkenny. At the same 
time the announced closure of branch lines from Kinsale, Killaloe and into Co 
Leitrim, met with protests 
Launch of Saor Eire: September saw the formal launch of Saor Fire," with Cahir 
tzgerald as secretary, and offices at 44 Parnell Square. Its manifesto ran 


sual lines, stressing the necessity for a united front of workers in towns 


among small farmers and agricultural workers, and pointing out that 
the community of interest of these classes and the common pressure of British 
Imperialism and its native allies should make them inseparable friends’. A national 
congress would канен e held in Dublin 
Girding his loins against such radicalism, Dr. Kilmartin, Archbishop of Tuam, 
thundered in tter that, lawful government must be obeyed while secret societies 
were abhorrent in the eyes of God'. An Phoblacht took him on but his rescript was to 
be an opener for a collective pastoral letter soon to splash across the news media 
Not Destined To Go Anywhere: Saor Eire, with many other organisations was 
soon to be officially banned, and, within months, unbanned by Fianna Fáil. But 
anywhere despite the high hopes held in some quarters for 


was not destined to go 
le 


it. Fianna Fáil bestrode the political high ground while the organisation was a recog- 
nisable and transparent reflection of the I.R.A. In the opinion of Maurice Twomey, it 
did not gain popular support within its very short life prior to the ban, and when, 
springtime of 1932, it came to be unbanned, Twomey considered that the 

[.В.А, in the new circumstances, would have been foolish to try to revive it 

Interference With Garda Sports: Widespread police raiding was reported 
September, thought to have been motivated by interference with the garda sports 
ralee and Letterkenny. It was policy at this time to try to keep a gap open 
the people and the police. In Waterford city a golf course was cut up prior 
lice golfing outing, and in Newcastle West police were obliged to protect the 
approaches to a sports outing 

Chained to Railings: Six young men had been chained to railings in Armagh for 
issuing threatening letters to local Protestants. Was it part of the aftermath to 
Cootehill? 

Launch of the Irish Press: In this month also the first issue of the Irish Press 


appeared from Burgh Quay. We welcome the arrival of Dublin's third daily, the Irish 


spoke An Phoblacht; by giving the truth about Ireland, by breaking the paper wall 


М 


Ireland, or Ireland Free; more likely, the former as an imperative 


у 
теп le brutality ( 


Its motto was:, Truth in the N 
Police Raiding Printers: The paper complained in the same issu 
ment arrell, of Longford. Another printer under pressure 
owned by ca vn whom the police still saw 
; raided four times in two months. Another piece sensibly sym 


ystem now suffering uneconomic competition from road 


aintain their rail roads while the taxpayer main 


An official job, doubtless, was a completed but uno« upied police barrack nea: 
which was report d blow Lup In Raheela, Co. Kerry, Sean Mac Bride wa 
1 memorial, inspecting units at d introducing rural Ireland to the m 
1OI | ire policy 
Sinn Féin's New Offices: In Dublin, the new offices of Sinn Féin, a first floor 
eeorgian drawing room, at 16 Parnell Square, were raid ind. searched. Financial 


; had made them evacuate some time b ' spac no longer required in 
et. off Grafton Street Parnell Square h с vas shared downstair: 
on's Tea Rooms, a number trade organisations, and old tims 


tor José Henry Dixon ame Dixon - see Gilmore's account in 


provided the official ni warrant stamps enabling 'Sergeant 


enter Mountjoy on November 27, 1925 to rescue 19 prisoners 
In Connemara Saor Éire was reported organising among road workers and 
Oughterard fisheries on Lough Corrib. In Castlebar, James Fitzgerald 
d. 'there is in this country an organisation - there may be two, Saor 
[R.A - but so closely linked they may be described as one. Their 
ind object is to force by means ot threats and violence a republic of a 
n this country’. I1 | ;garty, Bishop of Killaloe, was doing 


ouncing \‹ publi ans as communists 


o the inaugural meeting, An Phoblacht ran a double pa; ' spread 
Saot Ён policy; it was еу idently to be a full dress political party well to 


then existed. An article on trade and finance in the same 


Inauguration of Saor Eire: On September 26 and 27, a week-end, the inaugural 
augur: 

Ik place in the Iona Hall, North Great Georges Street; the Abbey Theatre 

Peacock having been denied to them. Its stated objectives were the abolition 


rivate ownership of lands, fisheries and minerals; a state bank; state control 


{ › эл У 4 ; л 
ports, with wide state support for the creation of industrial work 


1d ex 
»peratives 
pera 


me mbers of the National Executive were as follows: Sean Mc Guinness" 


Breathnach), Sean Hayes (Clare), May Laverty (Belfast), Helena 


onev, Sheila Dowling, Sheila Humphreys,” D. Mc sinley, M. Fitzpatrick, Sean Mac 


| 
sto of Republican Congres 
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Price,* Peadar O'Donnell,” David Fitzgerald (Tipperary), M. Hallisey, 


O'Donnell (Offaly), Pat Mc Cormack (Antrim), Tom Kenny (Galway), I 
Brady (Laois), Nicholi oran (Kilkenny), John Mulgrew * (Mayo), Tom Maguire 
(Westmeath) 
Frank Edwards: Frank Edwards told afterwards how startled he and others were 
vhen Sean Haves, who chaired the meeting, commenced with a religious invoca- 
ind then to cap it all, Fionán Breathnach insisted losure on the Sunday to 
Croke Park. Ё ion cannot be much u Mc Inerney cracked 
ifterwards; it did not work for Saor Eire 
Sean Mc Cool: The paper carried a Clarion Call to Saor Eir while an editorial 
wholehearted support. Fraternal greetings v sent to the Union of 
xcialist Republics; the motion being seconded by Sean McCool who had just 
returned from hospital treatment there 


Plot to Postpone Congress: Ox tober brought whispers of a government plot to 


have the Eucharistic Congress, scheduled for the following June 'ostponed; placing 


I 
the blame for 'the disturbed state of the country’ upon the \. Had this happened 


it could have jeopardised Fianna Fáil's chance of being ‹ lected. Instead General Eoin 
O'Duffy, Chief of Police, and a closet homosexual, toured the bishops, proftering 
documentary evidence for a Pastoral Letter that inveighed heav against 
Republicans 

Wm. Mc Inerney, Kilrush: An official report of his 'attempted murder' states that 
he had been seriously wounded while reading a s Beware' note on his front 
door. He had been outspoken denouncing the LR.A and Saor Eire 

Clare State Solicitor Fired On: An official report noted that the house of James 

ich, State solicitor for Clare, had been fired upon with a Thompson and revolvers 
Evidently as a warning against enforcing Land Commission warrants 

Meanwhile Oglaigh na h-Éireann issued a statement denying that they would 
attempt to disturb the Congress 

Sinn Féin and Saor Éire. Weeks ahead of their normal time Sinn Féin held their 
22nd. Árd Fhéis, bv now a harmless side-show, in their drawing room at Parnell 
Square. 'Sceilg' was in the « hair when Mary Mac Swiney proclaimed the Party atti 
tude to Saor Eire and the impending coercive legislation. "We call the attention of the 
[rish Hierarchy to this threatened terror.... We suggest to them that this is part of a 
plan to create a state of affairs in which the holding of the Congress will be impos 
sible. Dáil Éireann (meaning, S.F. Second Dáil) has been asked its attitude on a new 
organisation which proposes to unite 'the working farmers' on the basis of the 
Proclamation of 1916, in what is described as a class revolutionary organisation. 

We are of the opinion that a national not a class basis is the only hope of uniting 
the people of Ireland... Loyal Republicans should be on their guard against any 
attempt to entice or force them to surrender their allegiance. We desire further to 
emphasise that all the social justice aims are already contained in the Democratic 
Programme of Dáil Éireann as adopted in 1919, upon which our constitution is 
based 

Mary Mac Swiney, sister of Terence and Sean, has been a much underestimated 


lady in the history of the Irish revolution, where people see her as an uncompro- 


lasped tightly upon her set 
ple in 193¢ ne had reque sted De 


had been ‹ to be appointed 1 member of the 


He refuse Maire, you are too extreme.* The 

onsisted of much more would it have been 
rengthene iddition of Helena Moloney, or Hannah Sheehy 

Skeffingto eannt 

t three girls (Li 'arns, Cathleen Barry and Mary) t 

m the besieged Hamman Hotel’ in July 1922. Soul « €, a critical 

Charlotte Fallon, from Mercier Press, throws a wealth of insight upon 

к о spirit of Магу | 
Fr. O'Flanagan: Resol inn Féin Ard Fhéis however, sup- 
^: Father ( 


is to say that he favoured in certain 


ver the debate was Brian 


O'Higgin 
Unemployed Riot in Glasgow and Salford: The ‘Economy Bill’ in Britain pro 
itional Government и donald, cutting relief, bore 
hen unemployed rioted in late September, in Glasgow and Salford, 

with many injured. John Mc Gov was arrested 

Wild Birds Protection Act: T.].S Harbison, a strong constitutionalist, and a mem 
[ое Devlin, and Cahir Healy of their 
his place as M.P with Devlin at Westminister where they 


short-lived National League, had died 


оп Mac Donald's support for partition and his decision 


attack ug 
parliamentary career, in both 


nent benefit. In the latter part of his 
stminister, almost their sole legislative achievement was the pass 
ld Birds Protection Act of 1931. Devlin was known to smile recalling 


in his more cynical moments in the f 


Catholic Education: To quote Eamon Phoenix, 
lure to win any meaningful concessions from the Craigavon government 


гац 


»w years left to him. 


frustration of the Nationalists 


dermining the party's ‹ redibility. It was difficult to refute the charge 
rant aid to their schools had been due more to the threat of 


"vision ОЇ 


the bishops than to p irliamentary 
Jimmy and Joe: On other occasions, when members of the Black Preceptory 

earshot, Devlin could exploit a personal friendship which he was 
with Prime Minister Lord Craigavon. One such occasion 


was when he was induced in 1930 to visit the Mater Hospital 


tactics 


not within 


- hereto- 


› unheard of 
ind agree kk transfer of a slice of land under the walls of Crumlin Road Prison, 


urgently required for extension purposes With the two men left 


to the nuns 


alone in the parlour over a whiskey fterwards, it was a case of a whispered impre- 


ition 


th reference 


said to have intervened on January juring the Treaty debates to prevent De 


the hand of Michael Collin 


[he Year 


Conciliatory Effects Lost: As Phoenix adds; the conciliatory effect of such 
| by the unremitting hostility of yme Affairs Minister, Sir Dawson 


| 
| 


| 
of Unionism \ 1934, when the Hospita 
mit the use of clea rlass, instea 1 of obscured glass 

which hap 


lespite the most courteous re pri 


Cork Switch: 160 tram men found themselves 


there abandonec 


no reason 


class distinct 


lamation whi 


ondemned the 

to the Hierarchy 

"urder campaign 

;.It was a delib 

f the Free State junta to make the Congress impossible. In view 
ublican feelings in 1929 the celebrati hould be entirely reli 
sed for the glorification of the Ел; \ isters in Ireland 

ila with the Irish 


would be no 
rference with the Congre 
Fr. Michael O' Flanagan then rose to condemn all negotiations with the 
Hierarchy. He was surpris¢ d that Dáil Éireann was carrying on negotiations with the 
«AD 


sh bishops. They should not forget that the Po 


land as Cardinal Bourne, while as far as the Irish bishops were con 


pt himself is as great 
vere still as unrepentent as they were in 1922. Joseph Fowler of London, 
} | 


esolution, which was carried, 'condemning insidious anti-Christian 


propaganda’; Irish Republicanism, he added, was founded on truth and justice 


Brian O'Higgins, elected President of Sinn Féin for 1932, took exception to Fi 


Flanagan's description of the Pope as an enemy of Ireland, (cries of hear, hear). H« 
: be associated with Fr. O' Flanagan when such statements were made. Fi 

O' Flanagan replied that he had said that the Pope was an enemy of Irish republi 
inism and Irish independence. 'I know what I am t king about', he declared; 'the 
jpe's predecessors back through the history of Ireland have been opponents of the 


ndependence of Ireland 


of Westminister, was not appointed Lega whatever reason Rome 
irdinal Lorenzo Lauri. Cardinal Воигт la tober 1920, had refused to allow 


Swiney into Westminister 


1а know Irish history, Fr. Michael O'Flanagan would. He later edited the 


; of the O'Donovan Papers 
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yposed, it was agreed that members of Oglaigh na h-Eireann 


pro} 
could be also members of Sinn Féin 
Elected: Elect )2 were: Brian O'Higgins, President; Vice Presidents; Tom 


Maguire, Dr. J.A idden and Mrs. Brugha; Secretaries; Peadar Mac Andrew and 


William Gilmore 
On T.D's Doorsteps: In the light of the imp« nding coercive legislation, targeted 


\isations were sufficiently concerned to encourage their lady supporters to call 


Cumann na nGael T.D's inquiring whether they would suppport such laws 
they were received, the T.D was non-committal, although in most cas: 
ding to reports, they sent their wife to the door 
Aims of Saor Eire: From Saor Eire a statement emerged announcing that Шей 


number one objective was the overthrow in Ireland of British Imperialism and of 


Irish capitalism. Number two, was that 'workers' should control the entire instru- 


1 i} 


nts of production, distribution and exchange Number three, was the restoration 


its culture and games 


Xf the Irish lang 4 


Bike Patrols: Bicycle patrols formed from units of the Free State army com- 


menced to appear on the streets of Dublin 
PI 


Máirtín Calligan: One of the first targets of the new coercive legislation was 


irtín Calligan from Kilmurray Mc Mahon, Co. Clare, who, with two others, was 


rged with depriving a soldier of his uniform 


Four Courts Re-opened: The Dublin Four Courts, seriously damaged in thi 
were reop« ned in the early days of October. The bom- 


ymbardment of June 1922 


iment was unnecessary: they couild have cut off the water 


7, just before the Bill was presented, a number 


Co. Clare Shooting: On October 


home of John Irwin at Cappanakilla, Co. ( lare, shooting him in 


incident was headlined in the Irish Times as seemingly to offer a justifi 


( e Bill 
George and Harry Attempt Escape: In mid-Oc tober, George and Harry Gilmore 
Mav, and Harry some month attempted a daylight break out 


held 
eia у 


1 the ‘Toy леу had provided themselves with dummy guns and a rope ladder, 


Mooney and a squad from the Second Battalion waited under the wall 


last moment it failed; holding off warders with dummy guns, a large bot 
{ to fly over and crash outside, establishing their location. It did not 
ynlv article available was a small Bovril bottle which bounded 
sly upon a grass bank 
Drastic' Police Bill: Days after the Irish Times of Oc tober 9 was reporting that if 


d not pass the ‘Police Bill President Cosgrave would 'go to the country’ 


s there was evidence of widespread communist activity Eoin O'Duffy, chief of 
of the force killed in Clare, Cork and Tipperary, 'while 
sh Times, the next day, reported that there were 


Bill. There would be military courts but not 


police, listed five m« mbers 


lr 


1 rl 


standing against anarchy [пе ITI 
lauses in the ‘Police 


mps; in the latter assumption the paper was incorrect 
nps; i 


Writers and Artists: 
ling enactment 
leclared He was supported by 


iternment ‹ 


Writers and artists were canvassed to speak out against the 
[think the proposed coercion bill is both hateful and stupid', 
Austin Clarke, Liam O'Flaherty, Maurice 


The Year 1931 


Kernoff and Francis O'Connell of 
' criticised for what mouthed atti 


|pending coercion 


of Saor Eire as 


Not Acting: Dissension appears to 


Helena Moloney} wrote, October 12, to 


cely after one month 

ite that they were no longer acting upon the execu 

Flabby Protests: Leaks on the content of the dreaded Bill continued in the papers 
ра 


!ctober 13. There would be a death penalty, while n trials could be heard 


|i government T.D, condemned 'terror stricken councils' for 


Bill 
Bill: Mid-October brought the long feared 
wee months later in 


Constitution Amendment 


imendment 

which De ments were to wield 
igainst Republicans. So it is go t by guns now, screamed 
occur under an 


the abrogation of libertie: 


( \ srogated the f the Const 
Army Council Listed: In the Dail, Cosg Bride as Adjutant 


1 Mick Pri as Director of Quartermaster 


Council. Oddly, 


і 


a member 
mentioned a statement 


vernment 
аё standing 


i| police with 


supplied? 


> govern 


joined by 


na mban ana the 


Military Tribunal: The Article 


fajor John 


iny punishment 
provision for an 
Every otl irti 


the Bill declared 


lopted in 1939 I 
A New Menace: 1 


Ges f the St 
ип th 


Limerick City Hall Entered 


Irish Times Approves 


| he T olicy 


matters 


d t 


18 Coercive Acts le proceeded глет ’ ! е measure 
| / | 1 УА 1 I А ;, three 

1one 

extended by a 

t to the 

г the drastic mea 
hich will establish 


for the 


1 G0 


od of 


olution that 


Challenged ( m п па т : 
dis he Revolutionary Workers' Group 
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present coercion act is a desperate attempt 


by the capitalist class to 
Irish workers and small farmers into t 


' submission to the robber capitalist 
ipitalists have the support of the whole 


country from Trinity College to Maynooth 


ilkenny, Limerick and many ot 


forces of reaction in this 


protested; in truth there 
body in favour anywhere but Cumann nGael. Fitzgerald- Kenney, 
lisclosed in a long debate that in 1925 the LR.A proposed sending eight of 
Murray, Sean Russell and Gerald 
sed on October 16 by 83 to 65, be 


ia (in the event three went; P.A 


oming law on October 17 
imes, London, congratulated Cosgrave; he has done his countrymen a sig- 


ind added to his reputation. James Larkin, junior 
unday following to the Revolutionary Workers' Group 
it Cathal Brugha Street, was addressing the Society of 


would be their last outing for a while 


1G 


is reported speaking 
while Mrs. Despard 


Friends of Soviet Russia. It 


Banned Organisations: The following organisations were declared unlawful 


, А ^ › А ү 

Xepublican Army): Cumann na mBan: Fianna Eireann 
Labour Defence League: Workers’ Revoluti 

irmers Committe 


igh na hEireann" (Irish 


onary Party: Irish 
e: Workers Defence Corps: Workers Research Bureau 


The Friends of Soviet Russia: Women Prisoners Defence 


Many local authorities protested at the embargo, while at the same time бао: 
заппеа in the 


' North. John Joe Sheehy was ат ind detained in Tralee 
wife had died some time previously. An issue of 'oblacht was seized 
Printers. The next issue however announced a mass meeting 
Day, November 11. It would iddressed by every star in the 
firmament; Father J.F. Sweetman »eosamh O Grianna, 


Hannah Sheehy- Skeffinton, 'John Brennan 
William O'Dwyer, Sean Mk 
idame Mac Bride 


(Sidney Gifford), Cormac 


Glynn, Donn Piatt, Helena Moloney 
[he meeting was proclaimed and ‘wild scenes' followed. A sim- 


g was proclaimed in Cork 


A General Meeting of County Councils in Dublin protested against the 'despot- 


gislation 


Papel Nuncio: The Papel Nuncio, Pascal Robinson, refused 
s it concerned 'internal politics 
Paper Suppressed: The last issue under the ( 


boasted; the military dictators 


) meet à protest del- 


of An Phoblacht 
up Can suppress і but it cannot suppress 
vhich it advocates. It then gave a four col of seizures, procla 
ind arrests over the previous three weeks was henceforth 


later on March 12, 


period the organisation 


ind it did not resume publication until fifteen 


1 Fail came to power. In the interv: 
do publication, Republican I 1 published clippings; а 
of these were seized 


although the title was, 
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Other Papers Banned: Banned also were 171 


Wo? ke i 
in File. For good measure a meeting schedule November 7, in Dublin 
he 14th. Anniversary of the Russi volution was also pro 


Kilrush Riot: A riot occurred in Kilrush on October 13, when 300 men arrived to 
protest against a coal boat being unloaded by non-union labour. A rail siding was 
blown up while a turn table was put out tion preventing movement by rail 
Limerick. Detectives arrived and led fire over their heads 

Mac Donald, having stepped 
wn a mandate by election to head a 


consisting of Liber: and Conservatives in Britain. Thi 


leep wounds within th« 
Pope on Spain: Continuing r publican turmoil in Spain caused Pope Pius XI, as 
ber 17, t ‘otest to the 


government ‘with all of the energy required by 
" 


Ministry’ arising from the disestablishment of the church, dissolution 
ind seizure of church property 


Economic Report: Th in an economic report remarked, 'no one can 
pretend that the immediate outlook is cheerful. The Free State has confronted the 
menace of sedition and lawbreakers; on the other hand it faces an accumulation of 
economic troubles as trad recent months 
Five Guinea Policemen: Five guineas damages was awarded in Killarney court 


Officer Dav id Tormey He 1 entered a farmer's house sear hing fo! 


he had assaulted the owner and his brother who had offered no 
ere found 


Revolt in Cyprus: A report of October 23, speaks of a revolt on the island of 


jntrolled by Britain. Government House was burned by rebels seeking 


n with Greece. Warships were said to be speeding to the island 


Alfie Byrne: A Dublin Corporation meeting attempting to register a protest 


was ruled out of order by its chairman, Alfie Byrne. Dan 
ind R.S. Anthony, councillors, were expelled from the 
sues. Morrissey then joined Cumann na nGael 
Fianna Fail Ard Fhéis: De Valera, at the Fianna Fail Ard Fhéis on October 27 
point programme of government consisting о! 
il of the Oath 
ond election would follow to permit wider representation 
jn would be revised 
Е Governor-General would be abolished, and a President 
tepublic Ww 1 гер1 ice 1t 
holdings would be divided 
woul і be deve loped 
) the shooting dead of Supt. Curtin near l'ipperary town in March, De 
no one in this country had the right to take human life. If they 
that there ) in end to everything. If Fianna Fail got into 
power... they would maintain order 


British Election Result: The British general election of October 27 returned a 


nt mm was a victory 


An Phoblacht Seized: 2,000 copies 


nti Work Dublir 
Three Galway Men: Th 


е sent before th« 


Drastic Retrenchment': 


Round-Up: 


Armistice Day 


»ean Ма Wirt 


Economic News: 


n to 4 m 
VI ) ),/m 


Briscoe Home Raided: 


foi 
1021 
of A? 


1 
arew 
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sed three 


from Fodhla 
with armed 


pre- budget 


;onne and Sidney 
ich subsequently 


F. Sweetman ol 


haser in the 

spondence 
harge 
long het 


to inability to 


| 
А 


- 
211 


ses which enabled freedom from the Colonial Law Act of 1865; that no law 
1 Dominion would be void through being repugnant to English law. Dominions 
legislate for extra-territorial operation over seas and islands; while British 


being passed would no longer operate in the Dominions. There were eight 


rotect Clause 


Winston Churchill later sought to exclude the Free State from the benefit of the 


; he was supported by Col. John Gretton М.Р; a move which explains 
of Republicans for the Bass beverage; Gretton being a director of th« 


and Gretton, and long standing opponent of any concession to 


itered this [ ingal r to Prime Minister Mac Donald; 'we 
and again that Ireaty is an agreement which can only be 
[aking his cue, possibly from Churchill, Baldwin, in a 
quoted November 25, warned him that the Free State 
modified only in conformity with the Treatv. Th« 
De Valera, waiting in the wines, would be 


on how to take advantage of it 


when the 


Its Effect: The effect of the Statute was to enable De Valera in the subsequent six 


constitutional changes which he « without transgressing 


law or the tern 


Advising Calm: James Fitzgerald 


ne at a meeting in Mayo reading an LE 


No Relief Money: President Cosgrave was quoted, November 1 
| money this у 


Peoples Rights’: d their announced 
claimed. Jo Burke and ‹ »ughlan of Ballinrobe, tog 

| [ Galway, were 

1 ^ } > ) \ | , 

Baden Powell Scouts: Young т ber 26 Invading 


{ rox vent a rallv by Baden 


| 
el 
Police Raids: | tensity ali raids Wel report din Ои! lin Galway and Laois 
Desmond Fitzgerald: In ch in Bray, Desmond 
now Minister і x ul Affai und father of Garret, upheld the 
I it mnechon 
[ribunal Commences: yperations on 


i | ) young men and 


later Mairtin ‹ alligan of Co 
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Clare, received six months; a numbe f others received short terms 


Rail Link Breached: The narrow gauge! iil link between Derry and Letterkenny 


was reported breached in I ecember 
Gilmores Sentenced: George and Harrv Gilmore, having tried escaping from 


hile on remand for the Killakee dump in mid- )ctober, were brought 


Iribunal on December 7, where they displayed a spirited attitude. Ther: 
trap mine there; that was a police story he twin enemies of Ireland 
British Imperialism and International Capitalism. Both were at heart pacifists 
‘oe was sentenced to five y S V for those days, while 
ed three vears, both inclusive of contem 
Germanv in Trouble: Weimar Germany continued to sink into deeper econom 
сигу while struggling to stay solvent 
Frank Ryan: Frank Ryan was arrested on Decembet the An Phoblacht pub 
lishing offi T Andrew Street. He was conveyed to the Bridewell and days 
fountiov. On December 10, 12 men we re bound to the peace by the Tribunal 
India: Passive resistance was resumé d in India under Mahatma Gandhi and 
rlai Nehru in mid-December; the former with Patal, being arrested early in 
h „а itself editorially in terms strongly opposed 
> commencement of 1 Congress struggle for 
pendenct 
James Vaugh: The official report of his death on Christmas morning, after being 
avs in Ballinamore Barracks, des il im as a prominent LR.A 
Leitrim. Medical testimony was that 1 uffered from influenza, 
gestion of the lungs. There w › marks of violence 
Ruffians’: 'А crowd of worthless ruffians was Ernest slythe's description of the 
^, in an address prepart d for the forthcoming election 
Spain: In 5pain the government of President Don Manuel Azana invoked mar 
law, while Catalonia, having declared itself a republic, alt: red its title to one of 
t republic. The Jesuit order in Spain was 
China Invaded: The Japanese Army inva shanghai in the opening act of 


what would be a long drawn out war 


CHRONOLOGY: THE YEAR 1932: 


Election Reportage: 1 пе 


Iture 
Seditious Libel Charge Against Irish Press: 
Y 


| inst H ne , 


+ th iIsinuatior 


Two Die in Leitrim Affray: Un 


Army Comrades Association 
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in the belief that Fianna Fail might win the election - at a meeting in 
Hotel, on February 10. Dr. T.F O'Higgins presided, and General Richard 
is present Ostensiblv, it would be an organisation of ex-Free State offi 

d had pre-Truce service in the LR.A 
32 Election: The election of February 14, 1932, brought Fianna Fáil to power 
s to Cumann na nGael's 57, but with Farmers and Independents 
it. De Valera was thus forced into an alliance with the seven 
nuch depleted | abour Partv.* The Cosgrave government had reduced 
re pensions, teachers’ and policemans salaries in 1931, when Blythe could see 
'rnative to an austere budget. Their fall was thus expected; nonetheless had 


waited six months, basking in the limelight of the Eucharistic Congress, he 


t have scraped home. For Lemass, O'Kelly, Derrig, Ryan, Aiken and Ruttledg« 
I | 


lose enough one; withou e strong nationalism of the 


overlook their skilled personations, they would 


have won 

De Valera's Promise: In his first victory address, De Valera promised that he 
ibolish the Oath, repeal the Public Safety Act, and retain t Annuities. Every 
Ё our people idded, will now, without sacrifice of principle, be ible to 

ttend the national assembly 

In Negotiation Avoid Being Reasonable: Coog in h е Valera quotes from 
itions De Valera had with hi se publicity aide Frank Gallagher. The great 

Over the next 


uld act upon that text in his dealings with the Briti h Government 
ngly, he thought, the Southern Irish м rer the English in character 
in the Northerner 
Hair Shirts: He taunted the opposition that their policy wa К shirt for some 
| hair shirts all 
rom a simple 


Avenue 


himself 


the Dail 

Executive Council 

rney-General. Both 

l IW І і | Re public in 

Maguire had briefly been a Si él idge. P.J. Ruttledge, 

hegan in February remained, wit! iort break, as 

1939 when W repla 1 by Gerald Boland 

onnolly t was appointed to Post id Telegraphs; Frank Aiken 
^ericulture 


| Id b 
nt the n« rovernment would De 


O'Duffy, Neligan, Sheehan Go: On 


Blood Brothers 


LIotel 
оге! 


Army Comrades' Association 
ES A y officers were present. ^ ^ustin Brennan 


bl 
Н ' 


Оп їо {һе Republic LE 


neck 
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et 'Ori to the ерон , and the LR.A would be in the vanguard 
uncil of March 18 


Article 2 A Suspended: An offic 


pended larts 11, 111, Iv, V Ol 
Oath to Go: On April onstitution 


the ‹ te. whicl isidered th: hould be 


Victory Celebrations: 
Dubliners, th nizens h wded Liberti« nd Gardiner Street, wel 
pace from Trinity 
colonn 
ind lamp posts used perches ge Gilmore told 
months he had b n Arbour Hill since the 


on clothing vas wrapped daily in tow: he had been allowed 


prison bibk and three days off, 
і punishment ors locked in with him, a ugh evidently 
Ryan, (whose brother 

n*, Dick Stephens, George 

onnell, Tom O'Driscoll, Tom 

Skerry, Jimmy 


nnig | »hn O'Connor 
Sean Hogan of Co. Clare wa ist released from Maryborough, a 
in Mc С ss came out of ^ intjoy the midst of the celebra 
not Dail Eireann, 
stand fast and 


the last man 


ntribute to the stan 
3ritain Warns On Oath: On March 24 Britair The Free State had High 
lv in London, but the K who had no representative in Dublin 


in the 
n ti 


Oath, and о! nn é narking that there was 
tion’ throughout tl nm¢ eal [ alera ; said to 
nd will not be a penny 


Council takes no oath, 


Contentions Follow: De Valera replied on April 6, that the Oath was a domesti: 


nd it would be abolished. As the A es, Britain had no legal right k 
deleg: t ist either. At a packed meet 
зоп April 1 clared that the national honour was at 

^ no turnin "aci n the Oath. On the Annuities, h« 
itain to produce proo farmers in the audi 
Britain responded in a not April 9; ‘what is actually 


7 


eclared: - 
Easter Message: For leclared ( 
n Irish Republic; One government, a government of the Irish Republi 
rreat Dail: these 


tyranny Is 


| › conflict with 
ill the removal of the 


upon Republicans 


ү ) ill spving upon Republi 1n Phoblacht complained 

Old Gang: The C.1.D ar и ѕрушр ч A. ue mplained 
1 | hile t › issued а repudi 

jn ministers to complain of 

тп poet Padraig 

Meanwhile the Movement 

vith England; and 


Col. David 


i \ LI ul mm 1 court action Ё е 
Irish Rosary: In April, Peadat I ‹ г libel 


stated that in 1929 


Ithot gh he had 

ch at that time car- 

publican. O'Donnell was 

tisan judge - Hanna and jury - he lost 


t help O'Donne Il's standing 
А ad qa АСА V. A Redmond, son of John; to 

Iwo Deaths: Tw 4 ` к ү | ; - " 1 1 
sed to any breakaway 


mother of Pádrak 
г, and virtuous 


warned that half 


Jacobs Predict Disaster: 


- А inempl 
work | 
i ermany wobbling 
Hindenburg Stays President: 
idential turned the aged 
1 uct 1 
Hind { th 193m 
inde V 


: the Oath goes will 
C.LD Defended: А! 25s : 


deed there would be, it 

ons to Arbour Hill 

defence by ; Geoghegan, the 
vhen questi | by three Fianna Fail 


assault in earlier 


mology: 


Geoghegan, i e Dail, defended his position 


sufficient; overlooking 


Armagh Kidnap: Jame 


Disorders at Meetings: 'You hay 


rram from Cork Cumann na nGael 


Mac Entee's First Budget: There were many new taxes and duties on imports; 
p from three shilli | 
mmission of the previous 
Oath Abolition Frustrated: May 
Dail, but 18 days later that 
all-embracing 
income 
physical force move 
Council sought to 
t in the case of volunteers 
ndants of men who 
qualification for 


уу the Free 


Threat’ from Industrialists: There were whispers by some industrialists against 
yvernment policy; Gallagher igarettes threatened to close down thei 

ist Wall factory did), while Jacobs and 'ss also made noise 
shouted in a head 

feared was then 

Dominions, wa 

and annuities; th 

erence to be held in 


fixing its eve sharply upon this, advised 'not an inch 


Belfast Arrests: Arthur Thornberry and né nnolly were imprisoned in 


n belfast for пп " Hive rities tron yme n ingeman calle 1 № well 
1eeting in Dublin; it was a time when there were only four 

In Westmeath, Mick Price was addressing an aerid 

undoing the conquest and changing the social 


Turf Promoted: A scheme to promote nationwid the use s a fuel, wa 


nencing. All military barracks henceforth wer le o burn turf. Sir John 


Griffith was also « is time an almost lone promoter from his works at 


Chronology 


Start of the Economic War: J.H 
n Dublin to commence a pat 
over-fond of Ireland 
would not be a gun boat in the Liffe 
d liens. One of itourage аеѕсги e Valera as a 'complete dre: 
› pf realities hat was fa ( being tl case. A conferer 
London attended by him; accompanied by Sean T. O'Kelly and th 
| | 1 Ramsay Ma 
as not found 
greement 


introduced ir 


Free Stat The 


ni 


Downhearted: Cumann n: ае! wn in the Gumps that gunmen’ had not 


Lady Gregory 


r the 


IS, Offering 


Document No. 2: 


te sovereignty, wit 


Catherine Wheelright: 


time in New York 


lan’ to bring the 
inisatior 
Bodenstown 1932: 


vn, traditionally the last Sunday 


n late October 
cars, DICVCIEe 


і by Mick Price altho 


rt. Frank 


ропа 
ctober, among box 
yn; both fa 
Britain Recovering Annuities: Brita 
Annuities by fair means or foul. On June 
Baldwin, announced ‘an effort at recovery 


Free State exports 


Lough Foyle Dispute: In the continuing 


| 
it; ripping their nets 
Foreign Firms Apply: The 


re ‘queuing up to tt ide w 
Albert Power Bust of Coun 


ephen s Green 


I 

, [s 

Wm. Norton in London: Seeking 
Workers' Union | 

rge Landsbury, Stafford Cripp 


22 | locument 


ember 1921 


ippreciation 


enting an unwrit 


1 riposte 
oft ind 


larch? 
Macht, 1s 


i revolutionary 
LR.A turn out at 


stitution (Amendment 


00 to hear Sean 


state 
éamus Max 
Frank O'Connor 
ar equivalent of the 
га President, Stanle\ 


3 of 20 per cen 


London Socieh 


July 


Villiam Norton, of the 


velled to London; meet 


the British party. It wa 


the official organ did 


t 


Ши 
Arms Imports? 
W rk. Th 


Thornberry and Connolly: 


Spend Holidavs in Ireland: 


{ your holidays in In 


Apology Demanded: 


npse! {роп al 


An Address to the Orangemen: 


+ bier Re 


perialist Rally was 
siege Greet y, Hannah Sheehy 
eadar O'Donnell. Price's 

reformed; it must be 

their historic 'Address to the 

in effort to get through in the high noon 

idress called for the mass of the work 

volutionary leadership. We see no 


earners t se behind т 


yn of these evils cept by transfer of power over pro 


the mass ot the people It was fated to fall upon 


ition and exchange 
Continuing the campaign ag {апу move towards ‘external associ 


in a series of editorials, 'Nothing Less than a 


Republic 
А Tax on British Imports: The Free 
e exports. Dublin announced, on July 
26 Counties would have duties levied upon them. 
Valera was invited at this time, by Ramsay Mac Donald, 


state 


responded within a fortnight to Britain 


13, that certain classes of British 


De Valera in London: De 


to London, but neither side would agre essions. The Economic War would now 


е conces 


enter | 
Camp Near Glenarm: R.U.C raided, July 19, a camp, over which the tricolour 


Glenarm; run by the М‹ Kelvey club, Belfast. There were no 


flew, at Harphill, neat 
arrests, but the flag was removed 
Hugh Flynn and 'Priest' Mc Weeney were remanded on July 
| it Fenagh, close to Mohill 


raiding a houst 


24, to Sligo Jail, for 
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Import Duties Announced: The promised retaliatory taxes were announced on 


[шу 26, and covered a wide range, including news ind magazines. Coal, then 
round two ү ds a ton, had five shillings clapped or heese imports were 
ended 
Germany: Under Vice-Chancellor Franz von Papen, announced on July 27, that 
it would commence a limited rearmament 
Gerald Delaney, of Darley Ter » Pimlico, was released from a two months 
der of the Executive Council. He had been charged with possession of 
; revolvers and a rifle, but the jury found him not guilty. Judge Davitt then sen 
tenced him to three months for contempt 


Souless Capitalism: In a rousing address at the Irish Irade Union Congress in 


Cork, William Norton, T.D, Leader of th« ir Party, declared; the pioneer 
Labour would be to rid the Free State of souless capitalis 
| 


Put C.L.D into Uniform: However we were quickly 


withar rt from Kilrush, where T.]. Ryan and George Gilmore were beaten up and 


wrenched back to old time 


wounded by C.LD; orge being badly hurt. An official inquiry was quickly 

ordered in Ennis where some bogus shooting at C.IL.D men had occurred. Three of 

the C.LD concerned in Kilrush were 'reprimanded'. Will they now be put in uniform, 

An Phoblacht inquired; proceeding then to list other 'demons' in the force; Byrne, Gill, 
rry, Sherlock, Stubbins, Rogers, Pleich, Coughlan, Moore, Gantly. 

De Valera Speech: Calling the clans together і | mass meeting in College 
Green on July 27, De Valera exhorted the thousands to buy Irish; and farmers to pay 
their Annuities. It is our duty to stand by one another and to keep down import 

Carrick on Shannon: A mass Republic an meeting in Carrick on Shannon at the 
end of July, heard Sean O'Farrell sound the same tune. There would be no forced 
sales and no tribute to England. Mick Price; in order to enforce tribute an economic 
war has been declared. George Gilmore said simply that, our aim should be to undo 
the English conquest of Ireland 

German Stalemate: The elections gave the Nazis 40 per cent. The Communists 
with five and a quarter million votes, increased their seats from 78 to 87 

Dundalk Lay-Off: Railway income, resulting from road competition, was at an 
all-time low. The biggest employer in Dundalk, the Great Northern rail works, 
announced on August 2, that it would lay off 700 men one week out of three. 

Co. Mayo Affair: In an LR.A raid on the home of Patrick Gavin of Belcarra, a 
young man was wounded by the legally held weapon of its owner, a retired army 
осет 

Grant-in-Aid: A two million grant-in-aid, to promote business and industry, was 
passed in An Dail on August 5. Patrick Mc Gilligan T.D, complained that there were 
14,000 unemployed in Dublin, to which De Valera responded; I see little prospects 
of finding alternative markets 

Cinemas Visited: As part of the ongoing campaign, cinemas in Waterford city 
were visited on August 5, and urged not to exhibit 'propaganda' films 

Drumm Train: There was a picture in the press on August 9, showing De Valera, 
with Dr. Drumm, at Portarlington station examining their No. 2 train, after its trial 
run from Dublin. No. 1 set was regularly running on the Dublin- Bray route 


ured fleeing to Portugal 
A.C.A Executive Meets: he meeting of t irm ( des Association heard 
| | [.F O'Higgins T.D was 


neral tary пет i ү 1 illed for the formation 


|: Brennan hax 


orary 


vnicn £g ) was concerned, arose (тот 


il labour disput 1.0, Mc Connell and 


ynar he emplover' | 
euard the employer's ) a Ipp: пе and a half 
two C.LD men wer: 


1 1c ї 1 1. 
vas not involved in the рат 


ticular dispute 
Another Portmarnock Flight: On August 18, Jim Mollison, a noted flyer, flew the 
‘tic. from Portmarnock Strand to New Brunswick, in 20 hours. He was seen off 


ell known Irish airman, Capt Saul 


Béal na Bláth: The annual commemoration 


100 A.C.A in the march past, t «ken by General Richard Mulcahy 


; celebrated on August 22, with 


Donamon Castle Occupied The 


ree Caulfield, who had it up for sale 


castle, in ». Roscommon, owned by Thoma 


was occupied for four days as an ILR.A 


ccupants as all of the farm labourer class and 


(ot 
1 


Police reports described tne 


Kilrush Sequel: In w hat the Irish Times described as a remarkable turn'; T.] Ryan 
vere released while the conduct of the police would be looked into 


ould be a court inquiry 


Ww 
German Turmoil: There were daily reports of disorder and deaths from 


лу, arising from left wing ¢ lashes with Nazis. Franz von Papen was invested 
Chancellor by President Hindenburg 


Imperial € onference in Ottawa: This important trade conference was the last 
attended by the Free State. In the current situation of the 


ance for Ireland. It was attended over four weeks by 


ial occasion 
conomic War, it had little relev 


Г. O'Kelly and Sean Lemass; Dr. Jim Ry 
and imports, Free State trade was at its lowest 


an was also present but returned earli 


Nith a severe decline in exports 


level since 192 
Ennis Fusillade: As a possible re} 
ined fusillade of fifty rounds were 


unexpla 
Queen's Hotel, Ennis, on Monday night, September 5; there were no injuries 


White Army: The Blueshirt organisation 
леу carried on marches a large white flag, 


White Army'. For a while tl 


sercussion to the labour dispute in Kilrush, an 


discharged at four detectives close to the 


had commenced referring to them- 


selves as the 
and a tricolour 
Dan Turley: A note from Belfast ir 


Road, Dan Turley, after four months, with a céilí 
Gun Raid: An official report gave details of the attempt earlier to raid the home 
h, Castlebar; a raid which went wrong, with one of 


1 September welcomed home from Crumlin 


of an ex-army officer at Cloonag 


the party being wounded by the occupant's shotgun 
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De Valera's Statement on Arms: In An Dail on August 5, De Valera concluded a 
long statement upon the fact that while the I.R.A po sessed a considerable quantity 
of arms; 'as long as there is no attempt to arms, or as long as there is no attempt 


to publicly parade with arms, we are not going to go out after arms that are in the 


hands of individuals at the present time 


Rail Crisis: As a result of road competition, the Irish rail systems were in a con 


stant state of crisis, seeking cut-backs and wage red 


Boycott British Campaign: Turning the screw in the heightening anti-British 
atmosphere, since, in refusing to pay the Annuity monies, Westminister had clapped 
a levy in July upon live cattle, the Movement launched a boycott of British goods, 
extending it mainly to ales, sweets, and occasionally newspapers. It was not des 
tined to be seriously hurtful, and it resulted in unnecessary confrontationalism, but 

› the urban troops something to do. Con Lehane, from Belfast, and not yet 
qualified as a solicitor, was appointed secretary of the League, with Dona 
O'Donoghue as chairman. It commenced immediately to warm up; being very 
active on picketing with, generally speaking, the larger shops making haste to co- 
operate or to withdraw merchandise from display. It was noted as a black mark 
against it, that The Irish Press refused a boycott advertisement 

Stormont Ready: The great Six County parliament buildings south of Belfast, 
had been completed for some time. Arrangements were being made that they would 
be opened by the Prince of Wales in November 

Candid Speaking in Geneva: As President of the Council, De Valera opened the 
current session of the League of Nations on September 26. His speech was highly 
critical, predicting its moral and political bankruptcy, which indeed was to happen. 
Completely ignoring the prepared script, his discourse was received in stoney 
silence. It was stated afterwards that it was customary to receive speeches in 
silence.* 

Blueshirt Confrontation: Confrontation was building up too against what 
would shortly be styled the 'Blueshirts', or Army Comrades Association. Founded 
in February by the middle officer retired class of the Free State Army, it was to 
undergo a number of organisational guises and name changes before being sub 
sumed, in October 1936, into the ranks of Cumann na nGael, renamed Fine Gael." 

Referred to at this time as the 'Pensioner' organisation, it was led by Dr. T.I 
O'Higgins of the 'White Army', a name culled from the reactionary anti- Soviet 
groups. First reports of clashes came from Kilmallock and Mallow in October, where 
the slogan among Republicans was, No 
frequently used by Frank Ryan. What Will the Bishops Say, inquired Donn Piatt, in an 


Free Speech for Traitors; a slogan coined and 
article questioning their immunity from episcopal criticism while the І.К.А was lam- 
basted. In Ballymahon, George Gilmore was telling the assembled I.R.A that, 'we 


must never allow the Army to generate into a tool of the Irish capitalistic class' 


* The Irish Free State, we have noted, was elected to the Council of the League in 1930. De 


Valera's position as President at this time was a matter to a degree of rotation, but he fulfilled 


it capabl 


** Note 9 after the Frank Edwards entry in Survivors is a potted summary of Blueshirt history 


James Mac Neill Relinquishes ( )ffice: 


11, th sliehted Govern 


hing his office 
had behind hin 


O.D.R Riots in Belfast: ! 


rted by their fol 
ОП Swinging 
visit Belfast, and on 
ia tapping 
Outdoor Relief 


d men taken on for 


totally unsuited 


\аа spoken of a 


admitted into the 


Irouble Continues: What w 'scribed as 'hunger riots the papers 
sulted in burning, looting and sniping continuing during the 

Police opened fire, sulting ii suait [hree davs 

iched, with a promise of 24 shillings per week being paid 

l'he Board of Guardians 1 tetofore had paid to married 

week and this had caused protesters from both religious 

jn, parading m the Falls and the Shankill in the 

Sit-downs took place, stopping the trams; streets were 


The police us d batons and fire arms, and two men 


id Jol gan atholic, in different streets, wer 
|е1 Baxter, Protestant, and John Geegan, ‘ itholic а eets, were 
1 An Phoblacht** 


reen are united п blood, declared тора 


range апа ‹ 


} › lem the strike, blaming Republicans 
raigavon, the Prime condemned th trike, { \ 4 pul 1 


with 
of terror’ had 


Hu д ^ 
iall called off the strike on 


iddressed 
і tholi archer gether, and, upon last Tuesday, 
ind. Catholic \ ат 


N Spence, Methodist, of the Central 
rether I 


1 took place on Octob with 2000 unemployed marching the two 
н ,amed one headline, after Tom Mann, 


Police search for communists scré 


nunist was arrested and deporte d 
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for it, although it had been spontaneous; the LR.A, fragile creature that it was in 
Belfast, was not the inspiration. They took note of it however in Dublin; Maurice 
Twomey and George Gilmore travelling together to the city, but by that time, it was 
all over 

Zinoviev and Kamenev in Trouble: For long on top in Moscow, these two were 
expelled from the Communist Party; ‘attempting to create a bourgeois Kulak organ 
isation', was the charge. They were not to be executed until 1937 

London Negotiations Off: Accompanied by Sean Mac Entee, James Geoghegan 
and Conor Maguire, De Valera went for the third time to London on the Annuities 
issue; this time accompanied by a secretariat of nine. After two days of negotiations, 
the effort broke down in failure. England is attempting to play the Shylock with Ireland, 


said De Valera, reporting next day in An Dail. A prolonged strike of all the Dublin 


daily newspapers commenced in October; An Phot 


blacht took advantage of this, with 


a daily one sheet news summary sold as 'stop press' 


Meanwhile the negotiations referred to above had been broken off in London; 


the paper headlining the event; On Now Against the ( ld Foe. Disenchantment was 
showing however when an article from Peadar O'Donnell was penned; 'the alterna 
tive to Fianna Fáil is not Cumann na nGael terrorism, and yet an alternative must be 
found'. Minister for Justice James Geoghegan was promoted a judge in November; 
being replaced by Mayo man PJ. Ruttledge; a delicate man, with mildly republican 
leanings 

A.C.A Promotion: A large advertisement in the daily newspapers - excluding 
the Irish Press - called for support for the Army Comrades Association. From it: 
headquarters at 5 Parnell Square, it was signed by Seamus Burke, T.D, T.I 
O'Higgins, T.D, William Cosgrave, T.D, and T.J. O'Donovan, T.D 

John O'Shea: When charged on October 16, with possessing two rifles, John 
O'Shea, of Rylane, Crusheen, refused to recognise the court or to accept bail 

New Pensions Bill: A new Pensions Bill, designed to draw wavering 
Republicans behind the government, was introduced on October 17. Entitled Army 
Pensions Bill, it would cover pre-Truce and Civil War service; as a catch-all net its 
purpose was widely defined to ensure that few would be excluded 

More Import Duties: A long list of more import duties was published on 
Oc tober 20 

London Hunger March: 2000 men were reported on 'a hunger march' from 
London, with radical Tom Mann, on the platform. Later it was broken up by baton 
charges in Hyde Park. Mann, novelist and Nobel winner, had left Germany. 

Mulcahy v Aiken: An interesting exchange took place in the press of October 28, 
between Frank Aiken, Minister for Defence and General Richard Mulcahy on the 
position of the I.R.A in 1921: letters from state files were read 

Restive Waterford: Unemployed workers were reported restive in Waterford 
city 

A.C.A v Republicans in Mallow: In Mallow, on October 30, 1000 A.C.A 
marched, and were addressed by General Mulcahy and Commdt. Cronin. Running 
battles took place with Republicans, resulting in widespread fights and stone throw- 


ing. A number of shots were fired 


Bargaining With Free State: the Commons on October 31, rejecting a 
imendment homas, Commonwealth Secretary, stated that there would 


10 рагу ning with the 


James Mac Neill, Gov ernor-General Retires: Appointed on the first of February 


28. lames Mac Neill, Governe il, wa fectively sacked upon October 31 


32. An official report sta i; ‘correspondence whi ssed between Mr. Mac Neill 
Mr. Mac Neill, 


had been published by 
'Overnment s expressed уйл: ' government had taken teps, with 


o prevent its publication [he appointment of Domhnall Ua Buachalla 

cal (high steward) was an 
4 Control of Manufacturer's Act was passt d in October. An essential arm of 
ustrial policy, it prescribed that an industri il company must be 51 ре: 


cent native controlled 
E.S Exports: То pre vent the closure of some factories, the government announced 


jn November 2, that it would pay the dutie levied on certain manufactured 


export 
Kilrush Vindication: As a result of the inquiry three of the C.I.D gardai involved 
idiudged by Minister Ruttledg: euiltv of violation of duty; disciplinary action 

taken. The report was criticised bv Fitzgerald-Kenney; 'the Executive 


e now under the thumb of the LE 


riots in Berlin', was a headline of November 5, 


ouncil ar 
Germany: ‘Communists control 


he run up to the Reichstag elections when the Nazis paradoxically suffered a set 


back, sinking from 230 seats to 195 in a house of 582. Meanwhile the Communists 


advanced from 89 seats to 100 


the ¢ 


alls 
S.F Meeting on Prince of Wales in College Green: Protesting against an 


the Prince of Wales to Belfast, in ¢ ollege Green, Sinn Féin mus- 


impending visit by the 


tered Brian O'Higgins, Charlie Murphy, (Cathal O Murchadha) Liam Gilmore, and 


Davie Matthews (of Belfast). The main matter troubling local authorities in the Six 


Counties was, should they, or should they not, have bunting in their towns, and 
or should they not, give their s hools a holiday 


Britain Raises Duties: Britain upped the ante in the press of November 8, with 


cattle and other duties going from 20 per cent to 40. As a result, 'ruinous' prices were 


Co. Meath was desc ribed as ‘faced with ruin’ 


offered at fairs for cattle 
After a build-up of weeks in the media, H.R.H the 


Prince Arrives in Belfast: 
Prince of Wales, arrived at Donegall Quay Belfast, to a salute of guns, and attended 
by Major John Aird.* They proceeded 


tormont; pavements en route being pro 


then in a cavalcade of cars to formally open 
tected by timber barricades to restrain the 


devoted citizenry. A loyal address trom the Mayor and Council was then delivered 


at the City Hall, attended by lines of bemedalled flunkies. Portion of the branch line 


from Oldcastle to Kells in Co. Meath, was ripped up to prevent a train, said to be 


intended for Belfast, from trav elling. In the succeeding days the Prince was towed 


* Earlier plans would have had him arrive more spectacularly by air 


[he Year 


Dev at the League: Four days lat Va 1, pr ding at t ieu f Nation 


Manchukuo) 


to mise the oc 


idenburg to form a 


Hitler Refuses: 


nment, but on Noveml 23, ed, as h иа not obtain the necessary 
magority 
М 


on November 26, ап 


уу uction of six per cent 
Centre Party Formed: Disenchanted with Cumanr | nGael, James Dillon T.D 


Dermot announced the formation of a Centre Party 


New Governor-General: The papers of November 28 carried a picture of a trim 
in, Donal Buckley, the new Governor-General succeeding James Mac Neill 
sty, the King, on the advice of the Executive Council of the Irish Free State, 

port from London, has appointed Domhnall Ua Buachalla Esq, to the 

;overnor-General of the Irish Free State. 1 would reside modestly at 

Dublin. He will be content to accept a fraction of th« 
, while the social importance of the Vice-regal Lod 
be extinguished. As he did not intend to present himself in London, he was 
іп, with only a few present, at his brother's house. An opera bouffe, the London 
declared the event 
Kilmichael: In November, at Kilmichael, where Barry had so distinguished him 
self in ambush strategy on the 28th of that month in 1920, when 17 Auxiliaries were 
d for three Volunteers, Maurice Twomey addressed the host; 'the Imperialist 
party is striving to drive the present ministry into a conflict with the LR.A. There is 
grave reason to fear that they might succeed 
Film Burned: A film of armistice day parades on view in the Town Hall picture 


Warns: | 


Larkin Refused Mansion House 


Waterford 


Army Comrades: The: 


louse, Оц! 


Britain Cannot Repay: ( 


lly def 


Tomas Mac Curtain: In i 


ss depot in Cork was 


s fined for involvement 


reasing against 
North Wall, in 


tire consignment 


an instance 
mation of Republican 
brother of Mick, died that 


Kilkenny County convention of th« 


The Year 1932 


{е Dublin 
noted at this time, a 


| had a non-fighting 


16 in 


Neligan Goes: In tl e montl ol. David Neligan was compt 


ind Commission 
lirected this 

rthcoming election 

tinued t al mours of a new Free State Army un 
tablishment of a new unit is an attempt t ivert men of milita 
the revolutiot 
il Service Pay Cut: The so-calle onus, t rovernment announced on 
Sas me курене 


it umount, but a 


is arising from a dispute with th local P.P, an attempt was 
| damaging а 
mber floor. Some time 
Kilrush Battle: Headed the dailies of December 27 tle in Kilrush Streets’ 
геа a mélée Ы e to unload coal boats for 
import ч d his own gi 
Senator Bourne Vincent: He had just donated Muckross House ind 10,000 acr 
nation. Concerned at the policies pursued by he issued a clar 
of the year for the formation ot | rtv that would 
Although supported to bring the country back to peace and 


it was to fall upon de 
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Bloodshed in Berlin: The 


Political Bombshell in Ireland: Unt 


і the Dail on Januar The electi 


De Valera Seeks Overall Majority: ! 


› that An Р} 


's editorial would be 


Valer: 
'st British 
d at meeting: 


агу 8; under the and in 5 
January 9, th 


Sinn Féin Statement: 1 


idar Mac Andriu innounced 


tedly, that the organisatior 


Liverpool € athedral: Dr. DX nnounced plans on 


ns, to which, in subs 
16 side chapels, and the 


Ultimately, only a mortuary 


with. The present glass 


solution' by architect Gibberd 
had obtained the commis 


| fron back of a menu card presented to 
n bv the architect at a dinner function in Liverpoo! 
IS course , a message all too trans 


І.К.А Support Fianna Fail: While adopting Ч 
| е wish it to be clearly understood that we 


wl 


from the Convention declared, ‘we 


it ourselves in any way to an acceptance oi Fianna Fáil policy. The atti 
il towards the Republican Movement 1s proven by the claim it 
асу derived from the Cosgrave government; its failure to repeal 


Twelve months ago Fianna Fail 


and its enforcement ої it 


impaign pledged to release I.R.A prisoners. Today Fianna Fail 


mi its gaols We appe il to the Irish people once this election is 


for a free united Irish Republic where the great common people will be 


1 and the LR.A will be their servar 


үтте a fortnight later when De Valera de lared in 


allowed to arm. All arms will be completely 
elected tatives of the people’. A full page 


in the current issue of An Phoblacht called for support for the 
In Newry, Hanna! 


her as there w 


tenced to one month in Armagh prison 
Anarchist Revolt: Unstable Spain st revolt in 
juickly put down 
Luxury Trams: New luxury eight wheel trams yn January 19, 
they wou travel on n 


Disorders: Disorder was now frequently report: 1 at Cumann na nGael meet- 


srs being heckled and shouted down. There was a feeling of real patriot 


n this a conviction that, while Cosgra ahy, O'Higgins, Blythe 


won the Civil War, others were top dogs now.Army ‹ omrades 
were charged with disorderly behaviour in Tipperary while Tim 


O'Shea 1. A. was arrested in Ennis. In Derry, in mid-January Mc Cool 


prisoners meeting, there 


George Moore Dies: George Moore, poet and novelist died on January 23, in 


London, one month short of his eighty first birthday ion of a patriot family, he 


brother of Col. Maurice Moore of Ballyg On April 24, the cremated remains 


ra, inscribed in Gaelic and 


d under a tumulus on Castle Island, Lough ¢ 
losing decades of the 19th. century, Moore, studying art had spent 

ime in Paris where he acquired, at a few francs a time, a const lerable col 

from the leading Impressionist painters These | ter gave in London to 

idy Cunard; she quickly disposed of them hanging copies to replace them Had 


thev been given to Ireland they would have been even mort valuable than the much 


ippreciated Hugh Lane endowment 
Hannah Sheehy-Skeffington: She had been arrested in Newry nine days prio: 
to January 24, after which she was sentenced in Armagh to one month's imprison 
ment bv Mr. Austin, R.M, for entering the Six Counties in defiance of an exclusion 
der. 5,000 attended a protest meeting in Newrv on Sunday, January 29, presided 
over by Malachi Quinn 
Fianna Fail Poll Near 50 per cent: Fianna | dil polled almost fifty per cent of the 
же, increasing their seats by five, to 77, which was « onsidered a significant figure; 


vot 
Cumann na nGael dropped to 48**. De Valera now had his overall majority; he could 


forward. Adjutant-General Mac Bride LR.A, in an order following the result, 


drive 

declared; all reports received from our commands indicate hat the weight of the Voluntee! 
} i thy 10 7 , лү} rie n v ih 7 һе фр? 

reanisation wn behind the Fianna Fail Party made at ntribution to the defeat of 


for Neil Gillespie 


The full result; Fianna Fail 77, Cumann Labour 8, Ind. Labour 


Independents 8, Centre Party 11 


1, 


Hitler, Chancellor of Germany: What was headlined, Historic v, was lanuar\ 
Hitler was appoint 16 па! orb ; ident ndent g, in what 


massed 


nal rehabilitation 


Rail Strike in North: A strike by all rail companies i Ister, but affecting es 
Шу the Great Northern, br k ut on the last day of January. It w is to prove pro 


occurred when a 


To ke ep 


olun 


he Dilemma Facing І.К.А: ‘Served within it’; but ho rved within it? 


d cheda ft illowed themss 

but De Valera was not going 
Éireann to steer from behind. There would be no back seat dri 
Republicans who thought De 


jn to the Republic’ sloganeers; but he had his 


would be in control. There 


ssentially was a Document No. 2 ag 1. George Gilmore consid 
the respective policies of the tw 'ganisations hardly dif 


22% 


Bride remarked in 1933** to Gilmore that 'if Fianna Fail 


snd the Governor-General then I feel we must work politically' 


had been secretary to Sean Lemass in 1924 when Lemass was Minister 


for Defence in the Re public an Government, and he continued to hold a high opin 
ite fifties.**” O'Kelly were close; 
of there is every they all rolled along 
yn first name terms, attending the same functions and funerals 
Valera was different; he stayed aloof. Gradually, with the 
it must never be forgotten that it was a government of 

objective of the LR.A was a republican government 

:e courts and the police, divergence crept in. Pensions and appoint 


art in the falling away of their followers; was this then when dis- 
appoint 1 and when the need to create a political organisation that 
would emulate success of Fianna Fáil ippeared; was this the inspiration for 


ongress in 19 34? 


ronology 


hev were sadly mistaken in their programme; Daniel O'Connell under 
st how far he could bring the Irish people; as did Parnell; as did De Valera 
nditioning, they might be pushed further but hardly into the socialist repub 
ss; questions of land ownership alone would scuttle 
of Tralee, was fired on and 
in the bac An officia port stated that 'he had been activ in a baton 
charge at a meeting ай‹ 2 
Bus Held Up: A Belfast Catherwoo¢ bus on the Dublin to Dundalk route, was 
removed, and the 
as driv 
Germany: ‘War’ on Communists: The Nazis, now with the bit between their 
teeth, would not be long in going from a parliamentary democracy to dictatorship 
On February 2, they opened war on the Communist Party; the third largest, closing 
Offices and suspending its newspapers 
Col. Eamonn Broy was appointed, Febru: 3, 1 lace Col. D. Neligan. Broy, 


to 1921 d been in the Dublin Metropolitan police and had been arrested, fo: 


issisting Republicans that April, and then loc ged in Arbour Hill. Both Broy and 


Neligan, at that time, had been in G. Division. (5 | further reference.) 

Kerry Men Charged: Johnny 'Machine Gun' Connor of Farmer: Bridge, and 
Michael Kennedy of Lisnanoul, Castlemaine, were charged with taking a shotgun, 

a search for arms, from the home of Timothy Cahill. Found also behind tht 

en door in the Connor home was a rifle. The two refused to plead 

Germany: Bitter strife in ( ;'ermany' was the headline at the opening of the March 
election campaign, whi h the Nazis were going to win hands down as they already 
controlled vital ministries 

Athlone Radio: With its signal 2 RN, the radi st at Moydrum, east of 
Athlone, was officially declared open on February 6. Heretofore there was a low 
powered mast only in Dublin, and one in Cork 

Rail Interference: With the Ulster rail strikes continuing and volunteers - black 
legs in union parlance manning some trains, two incidents were reported on 
February 13; an attempt to blow a bridge and track at lvi у, Co. Donegal, and 
at Dunmurray, near Belfast 

Governor-General Refuses: The new Governor-General gave notice of his 
refusal to attend the Ireland-Scotland rugby international at Lansdowne Road 

The Broy Harriers: Eight weeks after Neligan had been moved aside, Col 
Eamonn Broy was appointed head of the gardaí siochána on February 22. Ned Broy, 
as one of Collins' key intelligence men, had accompanied the delegates to London in 
October 1921; participating afterwards on the Free State side. His name became syn- 
onvmous as 'Brov Harriers' with the newly recruited gunmen of the ¢ .L.D; later 'the 
Branch' (Special Branch, offic iallv); the detective force. In time, 'the Branch' would 
become an all pervasive highly paid secret police force 

A New Army?: Meanw hile, from the sidelines, the cry was 'Resume the Task’; we 
want a Republic free from foreign domination, but only Fianna Fáil, if they were so 
disposed, could deliver that. An editorial referred caustically to De Valera's recent 


I 
proposal in Ennis that 'we create a trained body always available for national 


rming another pr 


ment $‹ rht to entice 


1 woeut 


Six County Police: 


Buses Waylaid: Іп Dundal on February 19, tw vel yperating ‘reat 
Му handled 


1 bus at 


Shows of Strength: In view of tl mpending па! o inny ‘Machine Gun' 
rin Tralee: tl cal LR.A paraded 5001 in a show of strength on February 


led over bv Lor "Connor; } Pr 1епует a бегу айат 
Sensational Decision’: headlined was the announcement on February 23, of 
eneral Eoin O'Duffy, and to 
General O'Duffy had been 
he post of Controller of 

innum 
| і lal Skeffington was 
me from Armagh Jail; with torchligl and celebrations in Dundalk 


ind Dublin. Once again College | was filled hear her, and to e1 


onne, Mick 


irlotte Despard and M 


Mystery Report: A mystery report « ' end of Hiis tells of the arrest of 


Hogan and Inspector E.M. O'Connell; second in comm id of the C.LD. They 


M 
the Official Secrets A 1 while the matter was being inves 

weeks i [n the course « this investigation a clerk from the reg- 

old that before 


burn the register of documents (é 


the accession of Fianna Fail in 1932, he had been 
id, 


16а presumably, 
its themselves). < ol ogan Was a brother of Patrick Hogan 
зуе! Minister for Agriculture. A report of March 29, after they 
cquitted, states that Col. Hogan's brother in Cork, James was simply 


rmation for a book let on the threat of Communism 1n Ireland’ 


Last of the Fenians: James Stritch, one of the last of the active Fenians, died at 


ime; he had taken part in the Manchester rescue of September 18, 1867, of 


olonel Kelly and Captain Deasy; for which, in November, William Allen, Philip 


Larkin and Michael O'Brien were hanged 


Great Northern Troubles: On protection « 
; thrown at an empty bus in Dundalk, injuring a driver and a garda stationed 


juty during a prolonged strike, a bomb 


On February 26, a Mills grenade, was thrown al locos stationary outside 


Heavy Snowfalls: 


remai 
Rail Capital Write Down: 


uni 


Ithough not an 


in power since 


n if thev failed to 


De Valera, Sean Mac Entee and W.B Yeats: ! 


lowing he tour the Abbey 
De Valera, as Minister for Ext 


r for External Affairs 


‚“ received а com 
rounds that plays by Synge and O'Casey were 'anything 
sing the letter to Sean Mac Entee, Minister for Finance, the Abbey 
that their £1,000 subsidy was ! 4 750 
Professor 


and that they would 
W. Magennis - replacing V 


Valter Starkie who had resigned 

tter in a lordly manner 

rovernment could keep its nor would they 
confrontation, the matter was allowed to drag « 


[heir 


would not be curbed, and 
iccept Magennis. Fighting 
f 1 year, whereupon De 
ithdrew the conditions and restored the subsidy. Mac Entee, as a small time 
writer should have known better 


subsidy 


ditl 


Erasmus Smith Schools: In a long judgement reported on March 3, Judge 


1 held that the paramount purpose of the « harity was educational; not reli 


radshaw's account 


Communist Menace: 


Governor Sean Kavanagh: 


" 


James Gralton 


powe! 
nnolly 
found 
ianna 


a while he 


ioners led by 
ир 

control of 
that Реада: 


nperature in 


Masonic’ Mexico: foundation 


Cot 
n 


Roosevelt Embargoed the exp 


ice: TI lepartm t of 
Daniel J. Browne, Sec. Dept. of Justice: Г! Department of 


lowine Henrv O' Friel, who had held the post 922, was Daniel ] 


I Ты е X [rale« 


new 5tormont pat 


Pope's Picture in Stormont: 


d, by the Dutch painter 
King William surrounded by 
in the back 


ally 


to the Prince 
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ysitior is Holiness the Pope’. He 
in explanation. Eva ling responsibility rd Craigavon, the Prime 
,d that the hanging of the picture was the responsibility of th« 
ven weeks later, a party from the Scottish Protestant League, accompa 
slashed the picture throwing crims paint upon it [wo 
re later fined. The picture w restored afterwards, but it was 
ung in Stormont: it had been purchased for * n the sale of the effects 

rd Curzon in London. Its value currently would exceed ha a million 
Con Brosnan Charged: Con Brosnan was charged on 11, with entering 
A Parnell Square, and noving bundles of their paper, | 

setting ther fire. He was remanded i 
ed: In the continuing rail dispute tw« reat Northern buses wert 
alk on Mar 0. There re many St reports at this time 


{асКе‹ 
tl itention of blocking a Nazi incur 
n, Dr. Engelb Dollfuss, a mi in government, prorogued parliament; com 
ing to rule by decree 
Repression in Germany: In mid-March, the w Nazi government of Germany 
ippre ed the f tate Nev pers were erved with 
re permitted to а his by a uniqu арте Law which 
ed, those 
ier parties were then dealt with 
Dail Debates O'Duffy: A m 
is rejected, after a lively а 
Senators Obdurate to the End’: 
ejecting by 24 to 18, the Bill t 
Bomb Outrage’: refers ї idly miss flung ir |! bus parked in Оппа 


Frank Fitzgerald, brother of t i r, D \ found him 


tnree 


ie had acted а 

1 10,000 rifle 
hi gun de: 

to return the 


utomatics to the 


tne 


рип pul 


ind pe reaty pe 1 | Шо eneral stated that 


been accounted 


nited Front Against Communists: Cardin ic Rory, от wch 18, called for 
nst Communi 


Hangman's Friend’: ‘Hangman 


: : 
False Economics’: 


{ r { 


Connolly Hou 


et Attacked: 


)2 
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Professor James Hogan, closely linked to the Arn mrades Association (late: 

rts) and Cumann na nGael, praised tl 10b Catholic citizens taking the 
eir own hands in default of government a 

Northern Penal Legislation: In March, a se reading of the Northern Ireland 

il Powers Bill was ssed. The a ntrolled S ounties consistently 

oercive measures, as in ] had the Free State, to 

sent. The inception регіо‹ he northern state,, with its 

irmed part-civilian forces, A, B and C const ibulary, is chart 

[ gain in a chapter on 

1 O'Kelly's, The Longest W Northern Ireland and the LR.A; and in a 

^ 


nd publications. Girding itself there croppies-lie-down 


[ 
r 
t 
[ 


st throughout its existen in all-pervasive Civil Authorities 


; passed in 1922; ear af he state came into being 
pleased the authorities, i.e : ifi pr led for in th« 
» the t, was punishable ogging was provided for; and was 


liminishing rate into the mid 's**. [n 1922 log 


r Catholic 


1922 as « тагу year-by-year expedient in the fac 
Civil War in June 1922, so effectively 
** that, for vears thereafter, it existed almost solely as 
In 1933 however, for n« pal cular reason that one can see 

.ct, which had been dutifully renewed each year, was made permanent 
Hannah Sheehy-Skeffington had commenced a series of reminiscences in An 
on the short periods she had spent in womens’ jails 


[he County Antrim Presbyterian poet, John Lyle 


g part time on the paper, was favourably viewed 


sue, a new play, Men Cro 

ithor being introduced as a Republican and an 
Northern Prisoners: Following the release Larne in 1924 of the last of the 
litical imprisonment came to an end in the Six Counties, apart from 


Frank Bovk and Hugh Rogers, held 


rian nature 


Gilmore in 


mann, wa 
lered in our time 
the 
15 condemnation 
ind that General O'Duffy 


Peter Fr nis 


af 


Sinn I 


і : ti paper, Do Piatt was critical of the official caeli 
Iranquila Convent: In the pap: tt v raelic 
| \ s before they were 


1 small memorial 


victim of an 


1 Farmers 


t farmers 


U.S. Airship Down Г 
/ rsonnel 


Rail Strike Ends 


Chronology: The Year 1933 


April 


oration speakers 
; important in tl 


nt lim Killeen 
sean MacBride 

|! Breathnach, Sean 
Maoileó Peadar Маше, Liam Mac 
Hannah Sheehy-Skettingt 


) Donnchadha of 
ried to Sheila Humphrey in Uí Dhonnchadha), 


dent of Cumann na mBan Mick Pri A] ynn and Maud 


ne went to Liverpool, and Frank 


Draft Constitution: 


L.R.A Criticised: 7 


[he statement 


bovcott 


hief of 


entire lifetime of th« 


атк, the 


Moscow Trials: World wide inter | prolonged 
British Metropolitan 
xpelled 


ulitary espionage on 


reprisal, Britain promptly bann 


ian imports 
EF. Hall Burned: The Fianna Fail hall at D reported on April 20 


1 maliciously 


U.S Abandons Gold Standard: Two у‹ 


ist other nations had 


ithe е а standard 


johnny Connor: Connor 


out outside 


both were 


When ES Becomes Republic: On thi 
Arbour Hill declared: the Free 
> Inauguration 
i to publish | letter 


ter ceremonies in 


In Letterkenny, Sean Mc Cool 


while in 


he first of 


oem, whik 


Dunganr ' d ten pounds 
А in it 


ontention 


De Valera 


Oath Goes: 


boli ed 


Oath, but 


In Recess 


Nazis Seize All: Ї 
New Irish Communist Party: 


Profit and Loss in the Economic War: 


fr. Hore-B 


Larry and Tom Grogan 


Volleys Fired 


Danzig: 


Colonel John Joy: is 'a man м is a member of tl ,ercion Tribuna 
doe 
had 

Gen. Brennan 
Iribunal, Joy 


but 


when 
а ton 
11 nickname, he sought and obtained 
Training Camp in West Cork: An official 


t raided - at Ballinacarriga, in late 


inda cont 


Throat Tone’: 


at time 
| then to rete: 
partly tru 
his peech before 
; diocese was con 
condemning the 


1 were re pon 


з national 


Stormont Attendance: 5ix ( nationalist M.P.'s had retired from Stormont 
leeming that the pr ynderant lovalist majority had made normal politi 


ving too strong, the 

ins were complaining 

vented the selection 

meaning of cout nd luals who, if elected, would 
7 


е bishops did not want 


minded ward heele 


А Flouting the Law 


quiet during 


inder another 


deashed ага! 


Liverpool Cathedral: [hé 


Fáil Organise 


FH 


position It is 
Their member 


ould те 


Disarmament Conference Failure: Т! 


n Geneva, adjourned 


1 to rearm 


have spurred 


[he Senate: De Valer he introduced 


1 


ni Bill to reduc legislation to 


ly it tod 


Back from Holiday: Ket | called on 
| capital. Days 


guns 
C.P.I Programme: 1 | Sean Murray 
— ! that its aim was a lependent Irish Republic, ruled by 
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the working class and farmers. Loftus Johnston, from Belfast, held that there was no 
way forward for the workers in the North except in concert with the workers of the 
rest of Ireland. It was decided to apply for affiliation with the Communist 
International 

Germany Not Paying: The German government announced on June 9, that it 
would withhold all further payments on credits that it had late ly received to enable 
it to liquidate its war reparations 

Arms Landings? Rumours were flying at this time of secret arms landings at 
Rosscarbery, in west Cork, but the fact that the Free State Army was on manoeuvres 
nearby may have given rise to this. 

World Economic Conference: A top drawer gathering of that title opened in 
London on June 13; with Cordell Hull of the S, M. Daladier, French P.M, and 
Ramsay Mac Donald, British P.M 

Peat Development: A scheme for peat development was announced on June 14 

An Dail by Tomas O Derrig, acting for Sean Lemass. Deputy P. Belton declared 

t they might as well throw their money into a bog hol 

Austria: Strains were reported between this small country and the new Nazi 
vernment of Germany 


Bodenstown 1933: 'Big turn-out by the LR.A', said the press, although the num 


clared attending was obviously diminished by a scrupulous editor. An inter 

spectacle, wrote the journalist, was the variety of uniforms, especially those 
hildren under 12 who were examples in their ready response to drill commands 
sided over by Mick Price, who laid the wreath: 45 units participated. General M 
lelivered the oration to the 20,000 pres 16,000 of whom, it was claimed 


" 


| volunteers. In his address, Twomey led off agains e 'attacks and slan 


DA 


pon the I.R.A. Meanwhile police, up to ей Id habits, were checking the 

and car numbers of arrivals into Sallins 
Aiken There: One week later, tormer Genera ie LR.A, Frank Aiken arrived 
id of a Free State Army contingent. Aiken had an unusual pride in this new 
fine progress has been made in trainin d equipping the army; 
would have delighted the heart of him w onour here today whose 
were frustrated by lack of just sucl military force as we possess; a 
is the disciplined back Боле ‹ I le in the struggle for their rights 

1 phrase that appeared deliberat 

y would have sniggered', said A toblacht, referring to General: 
Mac Neill, Sweeney and Mc Goran; a whom had a hand in (or were to 


executing Republicans ит « the ES Army, and one 
a Fianna Fáil contingent of respectable proportions arrived also 


lo honour 


Dr. Dollfuss, of Austria, returned from a visit to London on June 20 where he 


guaging support for his stance agains many. His government banned 
Jazi Party following bombing 
Germany: Germany by mid-June, was eff ely a party state where no 


litical grouping dared exist. Cathol ular and political organisation 


Leitrim 


Dundalk 


| ; 
Lvle Donaghy on Ulster: 


Workers’ € 


М; ge, Say í 
frs. Sheehy-Skeffington Retires: 


n 


Robert Barton 
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nstitution for th« Republi 
life-long Republican 
in Belfast, James Leo 
Jimmy Joe: Jimmy Rey re | figure kvline of Leit 
ntenced with Pat Arcy, to three months by Judge Sheehy. They refused t 
Pax О Faoláin: The Minister for Finance, on Ju ippeale iward « 
nal Land Bank by 


1 and О Faoláin м 


Gralton: Now sought rtation mes Gralton went on ' run . Appeal 
| ing ma n his behalf, but the members o itrim County Council 


r 1 id n th 
I led on 


U.S. Republican Bonds: An ex led Dáil debate on this piece of history la 

l | | | tailed account of 
sought funds for the 

favourable verdict of Judge Peters who authorised 

f £2.5 m to th« bondholder 
Carson Statue Unveiled: Referred t ier, this et us statue, powerfully 
he approach to Stormont, was unveiled in the presence of 40,000 admit 
who had been ill 
arson and his son 
Londonderry, th« 
Iptor, L.S Merrifield and man nitari 

'Bovcott the Match' Continuing the campaign t late the gardaí from the com 
eople (a campaign that manifestly was not eeding), the tarred road 


| painted slogans, B Ht Ich. The occasion was an 


veen May: inty and a selection of Dublin guard 


A.C.A Activity: Reports w now arriving freque f attacks upon gather 


they were coming from 


ame bet 


In Belfast, sea! Turley was senter welve months, while Christopher M 
ight months. They had been observed the previous December 


near Fin i ehy Koad 


Capitalism Dead and Damned: Capit lism is Dead and Damned, announced 


ianna Fail was shirking ‘a 


which an editorial also 


he land is the abolition of the 


blacht of July 15, 
f the American bonds. I Valera had been appointed a trustee 
5 courts found in favour 


money received in The Irish 


v1i0us commitment by propos 


hat is, declared the paper 


innounced that the powers of the Land 
's would be extended 


Drogheda Incident: On the it of July 16, the home and the motor car of Supt 


is sprayed with machine gun bullets. Two months later he was award- 


репѕапоп for the damag aused 


Cootehill Disorder: Rival factions i otehill had created disorder there dur- 
^ demonsti 29. The full story emerged in a court report of 


vhen SIX I n were fined 
Londonderry: The new bridgt inning the Foyle, carrying road and rail traffic, 
| July 18. It was however, very much 

performing the ceremony 


Sugar and Tillage: An announce! showed the continuing trend 


EF towards economic autarchy. Three sugar factories would be set up; 
Mallow ompany formed for the occasion 


Eireann There would be a drive also for considerably more 


ide from imported wheat, would soon be forty per 


same trend, a second, and improved, Drumm 


Drumm Train: Contributing to the | 
Dublin to Wicklow ind back again. On bo ird was De Valera, with 


built in Inchicore, as were all G.S steam locos; 


шага, was banned by Sir 


National Guard: The A 


Minister for 


Home Affairs, in Belfast, on July 23. We have come to 


althoug in fact, existed in the 


ne. O'Duffy ership throughout Ireland 


'eeration certainly. P1 esigned a year before, 


А їр ident, from the Nati ^ ti І > Association. 


Bronstein), former Soviet Commissar for 


Leon Trotsky: Leon Trotsky (Le | 
i і talin, art { in France on July 24, from the Turkish island 


my Of otaul 


had hoped to make his home in Corsica but was obliged instead to 


‚ге he was assassinatec "ent of Stalin in 1940) 


Authorised Firearms Withdrawn: In verged, either upon a deer 
bv EF, or panic, detectives and police, ove! the last davs of July 

у i рап ыс А ч á и i 
ind others permitted to hold them, 
bie National Guard demon 


to be presided over by 


ind collected-£rom ex 
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Land Bill: In 


De Valera's Warning: 


LR.A Response 


O'Duffy's Gun Seized: D« 


Fire in Government Buildings: 


Ghandi Sentenced: 


Cosgrave's Car Stoned: 
in the Metropole Ballroom on the eveni | rust 8 "SW higl 
r e did arrive 
ilding until the small 


апу other 


crowd dispersing only 
s of tenement dwellers lived 


ining streets, ma it easy to summon a ‹ vd at any hour 


Party System un-Irish': Not following, O'Duffy issued 


n ivians 


irty system un- Irish. / 


Constitution to be Amended: The 


government had already decided, and tl 
nnounced, that the po 


Lilt V 
т-Сепега! у ' reduced, while 
Coun il would De 
Unease in Cumann na nGael: 


Owing unease 


nGael at O'Duffy he 


Director-General! given 


уша be remodelled on vo 
ing in no. 3 Merrion 
lay. Would Sunday 
O'Connell's mon 
nugs at the head 
d by the loud 


м7 OOO 


would assemble at 
I there were lim 
Griffith, Collin 

Oceed to 


But 


Climbdown 
minutes ink 
nt's ban upon 


circun 


telephone communicati 


oreland Street was 
housands of uniformed guards encircled the stre 


while green uniformed soldiers craned from 


1oured cars growled along the 
» the 
buff; De Valera 


trained 


n of 


mufti clad m 


and his circle knew 


vere not or disciplined for an 


Nor would there be need for st 


land 
апа 


ipon the roof tops along Westmore 


Promptly, before noon on Saturday, O'Dufty аплош 


as a sop, he gave notice that on the 


1 church parade of the National Guarc 


ncelled; priests did not w 


: normal 


1 of a quasi-military platoon witl 


James Gralton: An official report on J 


3. stated that he emigrated to the | 


hat 


would contradict the claim that 


h« 
extent, in the Civil War. He returned to Effe 
S on March 25, 1932. He was « | 


ind commu 


ist 


'Pacification' of the Berbers: Reports of the 
High Atlas, Morocco, by 
А Catspaw: Valera 
that the 


a tool 


the h French 
On Sunday, 


be 


) 


irning National Guard 'may procl 


itspaw, for others. Fangs drawn, O'Duffy elsew! 


it; listing off and praising minor pat ides held in out-of 


companies in Dublin of one hundred men ‹ 


p 
Military 
its 


ial Criminal ¢ 


Tribunal Re-established: Т! 
weeks in 1931 


was re-established ‹ 


in lying und whic! 
ourt 
ional Guard was procl iimed. Iden 


Xf one and three quarter years before 


Kenna, Major John V. Joyce, Commdt. Conor WI 


uccess was guaranteed; it would have no 


{ { 


n police гє ports conveyed to 1t 


Ghandi Released: From India came new 
itter a fast of 


|: conditional release seven | 


ch too important for t British to & 


O'Duffy Restrained: What was publicised 
st 24, from Waterford 


O'Duffy, Blythe and Dillon inding by, ready t 


General then announced to the press that the 


was banned only 


should go home peacefully. Rut bi 


thoroughfares 


t-Eh« 
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headline from 


Deliberately and provoc a 
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ets leading to Government 


the windows, and sludge 


Mingling among crowds 


1S 


ly formed Special Branch 


well that the raw lads 
attack 
A 


ipport from the LR.A 


and certainly not in 
men 


Street; they could now go 


| have decided to call 


iced 
following Sunday, August 


i in every parish. But even 
involved in mixing the 
y morning Mass 
deported from ‘ obh on 
returning for 


rticipated in the Tan War 


six months in 


Carrick on Shannon 


an avowed athe 


n of the Berber people of 


it this time 


ported from Thurles, 


is for O'Duffy; he was but a 
making the best of 


We have two 


lere Was 


| 
л aces 


Wav I 
IVI 


government 
inother form as 
same time 


vhile at the 


їр with the Coserave tri 


jl. Francis Bennett, Col 
Patrick 


would дере nd very large 


elan and Сотта! 


| Ghandi had been given 


al leader Ghandi was 


oliti 


heir hand 


ster meeting for Thursday 
it should commence 


The 


before 
› mount the platform 
would | 


11 na Bláth, for the follow 


е abandoned, and 


Rathvilly: A imant 1 Gael eet e in£ iddresse bv Desmond 
{ and other notables, at Rathvilly, Co. Carlow, was forceably broken up by 


) 1 on that 
wa on tit 


Paddy Fleming of Ki ney, wa red with stealing signs advertising Bas 

n [side ү MIC NOUS 1 \ wn OI Vugust ) 1 urt, three davs later, h« 
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Robert Barton, who, with Gavan 1 v was a reluctant signatory as noted 
} | We note 


t, was stating the 
government only, the 


'ade paraded, while 400 


September 2, conveyed the 
small Centre Party 

form the (U.LP.) (In these accounts we 
Ww | | their later title.) 
Peter Mc Geogh, Castlebellingham: An offici | report refers to Peter Mc Geogh 
m bed and tied to the village pump at Dromiskin where a 


titles, eventually 


town, taken ITO 
that he had been tried for making slanderous 


^n official report des ribes the bovcott as being in full swing 


Vt d 


yuntains of Glendu, C.LD men had raided a 


Bass in Full Swing: 
in September, with large sto 


George Gilmore: In the Dublin m« 


Second Battalion encampment staffed, as it happened, by six men only, and no arms 


doleful note was struc k on another page by George Gilmore; 'this generation may 


s awav without seeing that real freedom of Ireland for which it fought so 


valiantly and for which it sacrificed so mu h 


The New York Irish World could not wait 
ediate declaration of a Republic for all 


failing to comprehend De Valera's 


е semantics; it called for an imm 


2 counties. Sean Mac Bride, sensing also Fianna Fáil's retreat, appealed in front of 


200 volunteers at Soloheadbeg, for that party to declare a Republic 'instead of wast- 
ans to accept the Ireaty position' 


ing time trving to induce Republic 


Death of David Fitzgerald: The loss ot 
It had occurred on the first of September, and 


Staff Commdt. David Fitzgerald was 


се 


innounced following a long illness 


erv active director of Bass Ratcliffe and Gretton for a considerabk 


and v 

ol. John Gretton right wing Tory M.P; very much opposed to conces 
no parlying with Sinn Fein - then, or at any time For readers of par 

tame would ring a bell but for most Bass drinkers the boycott and the 


1use of bewilderm« n 


inn па niat 
wried a 
[saa 
Dillon, « 


Mac Dermo 


onnection; and 


omment on the атара 
зо started the Civil War and who were рт nted from starting a new 
More Bass Raids were reported on 5e] iber wide spread in Dublin, and in 
lee, Derrv, Navan, Dundalk, Droghed nd Waterford. The Nash bottling plant 
entered 
| baton charge outside th ЫШ istrict Court where 
ere charged. De Valer demned uds; they cannot 
side of bedlam 
Austria: Dr. Englebert Dollfuss spoke, wearing officers uniform, on september 
: gathering of 70,000. The e arxism is OV he told his listeners; the era 
Capitalism is over also; we are ‹ mined to build the new era on a Christian an« 
ruild basis under an authorative 
Bass Raids: Eight were reported in Dublin on 5X ptember 10 
Dundalk: A goods train, bound for Enniskil was held up and a barrel of Bass 
d was spilled 
The Boycott League and De Valera: The Boycott League had concentrated main 
upon public house warnings, following whicl he offending bottles disappeared 
That, and occasional feints against English newspapers was the strate 
but whether this was a worthy strategy or merely a means of keeping the lads 
was hard to say. With jousts against the Blueshirts, boycott activity, slogan 


g, parading at commemoration and drilling, the Movement maintained its 


high profile Yet De Valera in government was settling into a constitutional routine 


which he would not permit old sentiments disturb. In an address in Patrick Street 


+} latt 


National Guard Office Closed 


ice at Parnell 


Eleven Sentenced: Judg« 


Emigration Ending? Wi 
1, and exiles were evt 

135 went to the | 

Bass Boycott Ends: К‹ 


t of them o rms. Davs later there was 


Reichstag Fire Trial Opens: The 


of February 27, opened in Berlin ‹ 


ler, a Communist deputy 


[he five were charged W high treaso ivs later 
irt, as he poure d scorn upon the new Nazi government 
Silence is Golden, others beware, was the inscription upon a ¢ га 
n chained to а tree in the grounds of the Е hurch, on Newtownar 
lfast, in September 
U.LP in Limerick: The newly launched party held its first 
rescent in Limerick city, addressed by Cosgrave Dillon and O'Duffy 
cenes, with heckling, that later merged into stone throwing 
U.LP Youth Movement: When Cumann nà nGael, the Centre Party 
lational Guard were amalgamated, an official statement from the organisation 
declared on September 27 that it was agreed a youth movement would be estab 
ished under General O'Duffy. Its objects were listed as; the inculcation of patriotit 
m: the undertaking of voluntary work, and support for sport and athletics 
The Youth Movement was form Шу inaugurated on 5« ptember 25, at 3 Merrion 


* See Derry Kelleher 


Jame spelling in their native spr llings 
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its leadership present; General Eoin O'Duffy, Col. O'Higgins, Col 

Gerry Ryan, Major C.F. Dalton, Commdt. Ned Cronin and Ernest Blythe. On the 
› day, and with Broy Harriers chasing him, Commdt. Ned was being sought to 

ат before the Tribunal along with Patrick Belton. Nine Co. Waterford farmers 
also arraigned on a conspiracy charge. They were acquitted eleven days late: 

Official Report on Bass: An official report at this time refers to the action being 
initiated by the Boycott British League and sanctioned by G.H.Q in August 1933; 
Volunteers were being issued with revolvers, it said, but told to avoid gun-play 
Stocks of the ale were destroved in Tralee, Dun Laoire, Drogheda, Lucan, Naas 
Rathcoole, Waterford city, Tramore and many other places. On October 2, a named 
shop assistant from Kells, Co. Meath, was taken in a car and beaten; tied to a gate 
post, a notice was affixed; 'Informer - Others Beware. Boycott Bass'. 

Mac Bride at Gweedore: 1 definitely charge the Fianna Fail government with 
trying to placate the imperialists by attacking and coercing Republicans', declared 
Sean Mac Bride in Gweedore. 'The present Fianna Fail leaders, he went on, 
renounced the title to speak on behalf of the Republican movement when they 
seceded from it in 1927'. A cartoon in an issue of the paper of September 30, showed 
the Fianna Fáil car crashed into a signpost; one arm of which was labelled REPUB- 
LIC and the other EMPIRI 

LR.A Overture: When De Valera chided the LR.A for 'impeding the economic 
struggle with England', he was overlooking the fact that in July 1932 the LR.A 
approached Fianna Fáil 'to call a conference of all national organisations to secure 
united and enthusiastic action to fight the economic war’. Whether such a parallel 
grouping could have co-operated within the panoply of the burgeoning Free State 
bureaucracy is doubtful; but at any rate they were informed verbally through Robert 
Brennan, later an ambassador to the U.S, and Liam O'Doherty, that these proposals 
could not be entertained 

Tomás O Maoleóin: In Limerick city, Tomás O Maoleóin, 1916 fighter in 
Westmeath, and thereafter, as 'Sean Forde', tireless East Limerick commander," who 
would remain near the top until 1937, addressed an aeridheacht attended by 600 vol 
unteers. In Dublin, a mass meeting was called for political treatment for the short 
term boycott prisoners in the ‘Joy’; addressed by Madame MacBride, Fionán 
Breathnach, Liam Kelly, Sean MacBride, Mick Price and Mick Fitzpatrick; the old 
hands, but noticeably, with no one from Fianna Fáil, although some cumann did reg 
ister protests 

Windows Broken: Following a release the prisoners meeting in Cathal Brugha 
Street, a section of the crowd sallied along Upper O'Connell Street to break windows 
it the offices of Bass, Ratcliffe and Gretton, on September 26 


Cooraclare: From this Co. Clare village came word on September 27, that an 


elderly ex-policeman had been fired at; he had been heard to pass 'derogatory 


remarks' upon the Bass raiders 
Tony Lavery: Tony Lavery of Balkan Street, Belfast, who was to figure promi 
nently later on, received three months from Mr. Topping, R.M, on September 29, 


urvivors for Tomás O Maoleóin 
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eview in An Phoblacht in October, while another piece was headed 'Political 


reedom is not the End’. For all that, now that O'Donnell had moved away from it 
paper seemed to have lost its fire 

Belfast: There were raids in the Six Counties, where 60 were raked in for a short 

hile. Arthur Thornberry and James Connolly were released after a stint of eighteen 

in Crumlin Road; Thornberry being promptly clamped in again for ignoring 

tation order from Sir Dawson Bates; Orangeman, and Minister for Home 


Billy Me Corry and Dominic Adams, two teenage boys, were among those 


n roms, emanating from the lower clas range ghettos, were nevel 

more than minutes distant in Belfast; so upon turda: ght in mid-October it 
'd that another was about to erupt when Daniel O'Boyle, described as 'a well 
publican sympathiser' was shot in York Street. Following the occurrence 


ided the Catholic quarter of the Lower Falls attacking houses 
Dingle Affray: An official report speaks of a parade of National Guard being 
і upon near | Jingle in daylight, and one, Martin Fitzgerald being wounded. Four 


on other charges, Pat Devane, James O'Connor, Bob Myles and Tom Collins 


refusing to defend themselves, were sentenced by the Tribunal to 18 months. 


Juries Protection Expires: With the operation now of the Military Tribunal, juries 
were no longer require d, so the Act, said to protect them, was allowed to expire 

Dromiskin Award: The Great Northern Railway was awarded, October 12, 

151 for the train seriously wrecked, near Dromiskin, earlier in the year 

Dungannon Arrests: 14 young men were arrested on October 11, at 
Mullaghmore, outside Dungannon, on a drilling charge 

Killarney Meeting: In Killarney, Joe Daly, Tom Barry, Sean Ryan and Mick 
Fitzpatrick spoke against boycott prisoners from Killarney being held in ( ork Jail 

Privy Council: After prolonged Dail and Senate proceedings and rejections by 
rivy Council reached its penulti 


that house, the Bill ending appeal to the English | 
mate stage on October 12 

Gilmore on Economic War: In Clondalkin, then a rural village in Co. Dublin, 
George Gilmore sounded a different note; 'the economic war that would be of 
importance to the people of Ireland is not the sham fight going on between Irish cap- 
italism and English capitalism, but the struggle of the working classes against capi 
talism 

Belfast R.U.C Man Dies: A Constable Anderson had been shot dead in Belfast 
on October 8, while on duty in uniform with two others in Romania Street 
Evidently, in a tit for tat, a sixty year old Catholic man O'Boyle, was shot dead in 
York Street days after; as already referred to. On October 13, police made a swoop, 
taking 34 Catholic men away in cage lorries: quite plainly in what became known, 
much later, as a 'trawling' operation 

Revolver: In Westport, on October 13, a former army officer was sentenced to 
three months for withholding a revolver. 

Germany Quits: Germany, on October 15, announced that it was quitting the 
prolonged disarmament conference in Geneva; not going anywhere, said a 
spokesman (nor did it). At the same time they announc ed their intention to leave the 
League of Nations. The Reichstag was dissolved on the same day; elections being 


fixed for November 12 


Aiken's Vendetta: An Phoblacht was retu i pe be ata Military Tribunal 


| of the Galwav n nid-October. 1 suing a private vendetta, Aiken had 


supporters, was 

'ersons were slightly 

west of Killarney, - 

Recognising Russia: After a аесас I | half of non-recognition, President 

inklin Ro velt was at tnis ime ге (оја. 5, on t point of iccording | S recog- 

to tl 
France was said to be 'plung to confusion’ by the unexpected collapse of the 
Arms Conference Resumes: Despite the ab e now of Germany, the confer 
e decided it should resume in Geneva 

More Blueshirt Trouble in Kilkenny: An offi ial report of October 

| d meeting in Kilkenny addressed by O'Duffy, М Г. Cosgrave 

\апу followers wearing blue shirts. There were violent 

several persons injured by stone throwing. 200 gardai were 

› baton charges a party of military, steel helmeted 


brought to the scene 


Arthur Thornberry and James Connolly of 22 Clondara Street and 471 Falls 


vere sentenced to one month in ¢ rumlin Road Prison for disobeying an order 


from the north of Ireland; the judge refusing to accept their defence 


hat they were natives of Belfast 


Kilkenny: A heavy police gu wd was present for а U.LP dance held, October 25, 


ew Street Kilkenny Bene volent ove! pt ICcIng Was, however, now having the 
ass supporters from opposition party functions; a 
І | doubtless intended by the р yvernment 

Sean Lester, mild nationalist, northern Protestant, journalist and sometime 
; бсіа1 in Geneva, was, on October 16 appointed High Commissioner of the 
» City of Danzig. With the Nazi upsut it was likely to be a turbulent posting 
Belfast: Major J.H. Mc Cormic k D.S.O, M. P Belfast, was shot at, and wounded 
irm on the evening of October 26, on Barnett’s Road, in south Belfast. He had 

St. Annes since 1929, and he had frequently asked questions critical of 


A On this occasion he was approat hed by three men whom he had tried to 
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Sean Murray and Sean Nolan, the two leadii ight f the Revolutionary 
1 from 1933, of the Communist Party of In , were awarded 
yurt property 


Rioting in Jerusalem: Steady Jewish ii ота int ilestine from the late 


g in land ү Following the 191 


pr 
'Xthchild, Chairman 
| national home for 

insurrectionary 


sh, holding the 


indings, between Blueshirt and Republican factions, were not uncommon in 
O'Reilly, members of U.LP, 
Cork. Another shooting 

I inly was critical 
Bandon: An official report ctober 29, tells of Blueshirts Hugh O'Reilly and 
en from their rural hom ind badly beaten by armed men 
in both legs e report advan eprisal action as the reason 
ylunteer John O'Connor, four days before, had been threatened; 

ight into a field, and forced to lift and carry a heavy boulder for a distance 
U.S to Buy Gold: 'World on the Verge of Gold War' was the headline, foreseeing 
wealthy nations racing to corner the metal. It did not happen, although at this 
resident Roosevelt authorised purch о Sup] state's bullion held at 
n 
Privy Council Goes: On the last day « ber, the Free State Senate was final 
ly obliged to pass the Bill ending appeal from the Supreme Court to the English 
uncil, as had been provided for in Article 66 of the Constitution. Approved 


150 were two amendments limiting the powers of the Crown. It must be said that 


had pursued the Privy Council abolition, as he did the ( ath, with unre 
igour. Kevin O'Higgins, that devoted defender of the Treaty, had stigma 


і the Council as 'a bad court - a useless court and an unnecessary court' 


Special Branch Recruitment: In this month also there was news that a Special 


inch, ostensibly to fight the Blueshirts, had been recruited; while An Phoblacht сал 
ed reports of police raiding for arms in the slums of Marrowbone Lane. The LR.A 
is again banned (not quite true; it was not again banned in the 26 Counties until 
three years later), said the paper, quoting a charge against the Galway men; ‘being 
members of an unlawful association contrary to Section 20 of Article 2 A of the 
Constitution’. A piece folk wed on 'The Retrogression of Fianna Fáil', reviewing theit 
slide down the slippery slope, as the paper saw it 
Control of Nation's Wealth: Liam Mac Gabhann in Clifden, was underlining 
this; 'it is useless to try to build up any industrial system here unless it is controlled 
rhe people, through the state, must be in control of the wealth of 


Belfast Protest Meeting: 


Batons Out in Balla, Co. Mayo: 


( ;allipoli Men: 1 


Rifle and Revolver Shots w 


^ Dance Bus, proceeding 


cked by stones on November 


New Volunteer Force: An Army Council statement on the projected new volun 
force 15.000 promised 'unrelenting hostil th ition of this new 


Free State Army 


21 Sentenced in Belfast: For refusing inswer questions, 21 of the 34 original 


13 having bee as were sentenced in November to 


ning 
5 of three months and under 


Sean Murray: C.P1 leader, originally from Co. Antrim, was also sentenced on the 


iv for refusing to obey an exclusion order to stay out of the Six Counties 


Armistice Dav: Armistice Day was rolling forward. This 'demonstration of 


was always a high point of publican counter-activity, especially in 
vear a statement had gone out that the Executive Council might permit 
» Day celebration; Republicans will not, announced An Phoblacht 


Brav Head Obelisk: An obelisk, erected on Bray Head to commemorate Queen 
lestroyed by explosives on November 10 


Armich 
I SUCt 


Was с 
Protests Silenced: In mid-November at the Fianna Fail Ard Fhéis céilí in the 
sion House, the М.С, Giolla Chriost О Broin announced at an interval; 


steem in which he he М.Р Diamond 


mt 
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it'. Minister 
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ufficient to quell the mur 
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un with us 
1 in Kabul on November 8 


to i 
his son 

ee an lica Y 
refused an appli ition from 
headquarters at 5 Parnell 


holding out in 


10 in College Green by the 
‘Donoghue declared; 'the 
streets of Dublin’ 

of the Empire. Maud 

50 long is British sol 


n the 


ind Frank Ryan also 
been flung over the parapet of 
sing it, stripped, dived in and 
› have colourful assemblies 
in all of the cities and many 
ere still living 


londara Street, was charged on 


with shooting at Charles and James Newell of Carnmoney, a v illage 
d 


According to the evidence 


^ jury later found Gerald no 
Nazis Win: Not sur 


I 
эа the Disarmament Conference an 


ults ga 


1 


isingly, the Nazis won t 


i the I 


ve them 92% of the poll, with 40 m 


eventeen and a quarter million in М; 


e result as a remarkable chang: 


it, Thor 


xpress 
> return 


sis of th 


ed th 


f the trar 


ni 
to power in 1932 


settlement so painfully 


only eight months before 


Newell was employed in 
t guilty 


he election called after Germany 


igue of Nations. On November 
illion favourable votes compared 


he Irish 


jon in every tainted 


Iricolours Fly: The 
hes in Derry city 


[.Н. Thomas, Secretary of State for the Dominions 


5 privilee« 


thoucht that 


ve coalitior 


1 
ased to 


itives in Britain 


nclude Thomas, Hailsham, Churchi nd others, that the 


not benefit from the ameliorate: 


Uniforms for New Force: Frank Aiken's volunteers, An Phoblacht announced 


+ to the Army Council statement on the new Free State reserve, would have 
on Casement's abortive German brigad 1s у, Capt. Robert 
irvivor of that brigade, ‹ 


consider it outra 
isement's sacrifice for at naught by Free State 
igade uniform dishonoured'. A 


ро: 


iter the paper was warning those who might join, to remember 
nation of those who joined in 1922. They did not enlist 


:eainst, and to murder Republicans, but the fact of their enlisting made each 


rther course inevitable 
Blueshirts: Banned and Banned: A Confusing Medley: There were baton 
id-November in Longford town during a Blueshirt meeting; as he left 

close guard afterwards, Eoin O Duffy was greeted with cat calls and 
The organisation known as the Army Comrades Association 
snned under its (second) title of National ( шага in August 1933, soon 


banned again in December under its cover name of Young Ireland 


As Army Comrades Association, first convened at Wynn's Hotel on 
ind founded with 200 Army officers prese nt on March 17, 1932, it was 
intende ; include dissident Free State Army officers Under Dr. T.F. O'Higgins, 
Ernest Blvthe, General Mulcahy, Prof. James Hogan, and almost all of the principal 
leaders of Cumann na nGael, it was open to all, but preferably anti-Fianna Fáil peo- 

It contained also a considerable blue bloused female section.On July 20, 1933, 
F. O'Higgins resigned the leadership; t 
. changed to National Guard. His arrival 


he dismissed Eoin O'Duffy was elected 


nously in his place, and the name 
tion for a short time, but not for its good 


was both a tag and a uniform; the name of a short lived paper, but 


ted the organisa 


he organisation's official name As a uniform, it first appeared in Kilkenny on 
8, 1933, later being worn bv all of the leadership, except W.T. Cosgrave. On 
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the National Guard was banned, and on September 13, Commdt 


1 that the organisation ‘may in future be referred to as the Young 


[here had been a political merger meanwhil September 8, 
I ) of Cumann na nGael and Frank Mac Dermot's Centre Party as 
'd Ireland Party, led by O'Duffy, with УУЛ. Cosgrave as its leader in the Dail 
he government banned the о Irela Association which, on 

renamed League of Youth 
North Elections Were Signalled for November 30. There would be six absten 
tionist Republicans going forward: George Nash of Belfast, for Mourne Arthur 
ry, for Central Belfast; Sean Mac Cumha r Foyle; Pádraig Mac Logan of 
South Armagh; Frank Devlin, К ast Tyrone and De Valera, for 
wn. Tom Mc Gratl as originally selected but was persuaded to step 
Unfortunately, for those Republicans going forward, 5ix County nationalists 


me, were disenchanted with abstention. Mear ile, although he himself 


king election, De Valera announced on November 18, that the Fianna Fáil 


would not put forward candidates, despite many withir y urging that 


O'Duffy in Ballybricken: At that time Ballybricken was a working class district 
| rd citv; old time Redmonite. Eoin O'Duffy claimed an audience there on 
vember 17 of ten thousand. His theme; when Fianna Fáil ts defeated." 

W.T. Cosgrave was in Cork, and thankfully within the civilised precincts of the 


he addressed a meeting there on Noveml 


Reichstag Fire Trial: On November 23, Van Der Lubbe, usually incoherent, was 


his occasion plain speaking. He called for a sentence upon himself, declaring 
four co-defendants should be acquitted 
Dean Ryan of Clonmel informed the National Education Committee on 
ovember 24, that they should not appoint Patrick Carew as « aretaker in the tech 
hool of Cashel. He is a publicly proclaimed recru о agent for the LR.A, he 
lared. This was too much for some of the committee, but as agreement could not 
be reached, the school would remain closed 
Bluebell Rally: A Blueshirt rally, with a difference, brought 600 together at the 
cemeterv in Inchicore where Volunteer І.Р. Traynor lay buried. He was stated to have 
been shot dead bv British forces in Croke Park, on Sunday, November 21, when a 
dozen spectators were killed and 60 wounded 
Remarkable Rally’ in Belfast: 'Remarkable', was the description of a rally in 


nationalist Belfast on November 26, attended by some 12,000 who marched along, 


R.G. Bradshaw of Sligo: R.G. Bradshaw of Sligo was a Protestant nationalist 
who served on the brigade staff I.R.A in 1921, and had been interned in 1922. He was 


the proprietor of a forthright journal, The Connaughtman. Selected at this time for a 


staff post in Sligo Corporation; for an undisclosed reason his name was turned 


down from Dublin 


Sean Lemass in the Dáil at this time, said that O'Duffy was confused, and that his ideas 


ism were picked up on a holiday cruise in the М 


in late November they 


the influence of the organ 


gainst the can 


iucracy, and whoever 


to run 


in, DI n the end would lie with th« 
пп оигеаисгасу 


U.LP at Navan: General O'Duffy 


n November 2¢ 


Eamonn Donnelly Arrested: [ г Laois iorthern Republican 
! Donnelly was arrested the R.1 in wr 


vember 2¢ on foot ot 
. 1 
er, ana 


Forestry Development: The December 1 that, in 
ise forestry developi es planted per annum to 6,000 


of £30,000 


nted à 


time referred to a nationwide 
useholds for concealed arms | Minister for Justice, 
n, referred to the that the activities of this 
rusation were continuing the t must take every precaution 
Six County Election Result: Announced on I | is follows 
Unionist 33 (37); Nationalist 9 (11); Independent Unioni 3); Labour 2 (1); 
Republican 1. (Those in parenthesis are for the previous parliament of 
election was not on the P.R system but upon first past the post. The other 
icans who, while performing rea 
d, as an abstentionist, only Mc Logan 


Tralee Charges: 


| 


t their opposition to Republ 


sonably, elect« 


› in the town on October 6, 14 were charged 
with creating 


France: The government was being succeeded by cabinet formed 
under Camille Chautemps 


Shots Fired At Bus: It happened in Middleton, to a bus conveying parties to a 
| lly in Cobh. On the day following, newspapers carried reports of 4,000 
1 Blueshirt organised parade, in Macroom 

Tralee Charges: Twelve of the 14 Tralee men received sentences, on December 5, 
ranging from three months to six months. All football matches in Co. Kerry were, as 


a result, cancelled 


Young Ireland Party Banned: Although establish: din recent months as a branch 
[ nite a lr 


гє 


land Partv organisation, that did not wash with government. On 
8 an announcement was made banning the Young Ireland Party. ‘other 
Blueshirts 

and sealed by police. The action was denounced as monstrous by the Party 
Rally in Ballvbofev: On the same day the U.I.P presence was strong in the north 


west where M 


it the same time their offices in Dublin and Cork were closed 


VT. Coserave and James Dillon were speaking, at an outdoor rally in 
Ballybofey, Co. Donegal 


Ambush at Annagry: Heading into west Donegal from Killybegs, December 10 
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ing in Annagry 

1 the party, halted 
ry was not the only 
rna and Tipperary 


wn, where the meeting was banned eir excitement 


ism of 


Quintin Hogg, Lord Hailsham, for a peri id indulged in heavy critici 


ra government arising from t termination of the right to appeal to the 


ken this decision to heart 


ersy not at all going his 


O'Duffy Disappears: Ther 
es of meetings, O'Duf 


lin 
Spanish Outbreak: What was described as an Anarchist and Syndalist insurrec 
which had brok Ot 1 Madrid and son ther cities, leaving scores dead 
ed its peak on December 11 
George Plunkett: In these years, Georg Fianna Eireann 


1 Moone Between th і 


1 great success Of 


isation which had troops in nearly every corner ot Ireland 


Con Collins and the Clonakilty C. Y.M.S Hall: Іл m l-December it was report 
that Con Collins, caretaker of the Catholic Young Mens’ society hall, had been 

choice by his parish priest, to resign fror | \.А or lose the post; һе 
uld not resign, so he was sacked 


Overthrow the Government?: The Young Ireland Association, declared Р.) 


Ruttledge in the Senate on December 13, was seeking n thing less that to overthrow 


the government. He was replying to criticism yvernment's latest action in 


banning the Young Ireland Association on Decen 


League of Youth to be Formed: On December 15, another name change was 


innounced. A League of Youth would be formed, and the Blueshirts would be di: 


solved. O'Duffy was again appointed to th« with the title of Director-General 


At the same time a writ was served upon the Atto General, Conor Maguire, 


seeking a directive from the High Court that the League was a lawful body. Court 


procedures being what they are it would be some years before a decision was 
announced on that matter, and by that time the League would have ceased to exist 


Westport: Sundav, December 17, was fixed for a major meeting in Westport, with 


manv wearing the now banned shirt; and James Fit gerald-Kenney impressively 


entering the town at the head of 60 horsemen that being considered superior to EF's 


use of old LR.A men holding aloft on pitch forks lighted peat sods. Escorted by a 


League of Youth contingent, O'Duffy, wearing a blue shirt, was blocked at a police 


11 wait here for a week, he announced defiantly; but it did not so happen 


cordon. I will 
as he managed to break away and reach the platform w here he was promptly arrest 


Taken then, he was lodged in Arbour Hill where, after some davs of habeus cor 


proceedings, he was released in some triumph on December 21 
ts, and remembered as critiical of 


* As is his son, a member of Thatcher and Major cabin 


northern Catholic solicitors 


Reichstag 


Trial Ends: 
enu nded in Leif 


Islandbridge War Memorial: 


Irial of Commdt. Cronin: 


und guilty 
is sentenced 


“+1 1 Ford ty | 
© I п ! ele ed ) ci 


O'Duffy Faces A New 


li! ) Xf inciter 


Irial: On I 


lead t 
1 nrine 
the spring 


Sentence in Reichstag Trial: M who, uninspired, ha 


re, and which the Nazis with 

"e of to install a dictatorship 

| »»normal, he had 

ary incendarism. Earnest 

n parliament, Georgi Dimitroff, Blacoi 
re acquitted. Dimitroff emerged as the 
pagated his communist views 
Undecided what to do with 

{ау of February, 1934, when they 


special plane. Dimitroff was later communist Prime 


ronin - who, after this episode, was always 


is ex-Commdt - was tried Dy 


the Tribunal on December 28, and 


The Year 1° 


the Young Ireland Association; the National Guard 


Tribunal ruled that these organisations were analo 
ed to three months 
опіѕапсе of £50 
inwhile, 
is not in con 
ation H.Q a | St 


Hill; that the blue 


hirt { been wearing was rij 
Hugh T. O'Neill of Bandon was an importar U.LP member and a Blueshirt 
tly afte t jm his home and 
15 
earlier he had 
last day of 
men in shirts 
alan, Bishoy 


a distin 
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7 "e oft w vear was als seiz | nd neithe 


Harassment: 


f the cas 


p 
ut calling th« 


nd 5000 leaflets 


Ihe O'Duffy Trial 


expected to last 
ourt, forbade the 

jueshon of the 
pren y or the Iribunai resulte : vernment 
Helena Moloney ting in ris} inuary from th« 


1 ce ) ( 


Clonmel 


Commdt. Cronin 
} lay parol 
Other U.LP/Blueshirt Meetings 
summer, wint and 5 nth alone, 
| rsh A d in Wex r Fethard, 
for 


and military 


| January 1 collection of poems 


Francis Stuart w rev ving in ri 
iter. A. Sackville West. 1 is nothing lyric 


dre n her pot 


Eamonn Donnelly T.D Released 


Down with Jazz: lt 


The Year 1934 


N 


; time. Leitrim Connradh sponsored an anti-jazz march in Mohill in 


took part 


Мета, Cardinal Mac Rory and Conor M S.C, Attorney-General 


Down with Jazz' messages were received from Dübhglas de h 


Roosevelt's New Deal was launched in Washir January 3. It was to be a 
pression 3 year plan, moderately successful, as events ved, 'of national recov 
\ | he old selfish social 


would make America prosperous 


headline of January 8 on what was quickly called the 


апаа]. A discredité hat brought France to the verge of civil wat 


tally by a prime minister 
Prosecutor's was murdered. Stavisky shot himself 


- of Switzerland 
U.LP in Wexford: 4000 were reported ғ 
rom O'Duffy, Cosgrave and local politicians. It was preceded by a procession 
was some booing around the outski 


vernight a 


re fined a 


t of Janu: 


Van der Lubbe: The young Dutchman was e» ted uillotine in Leipz 


ied his photo 


Lismor Cronin and O'Duf 


lwomevy or 

14 to Tralee where he | 1250 LI nt I ( f discipline', prol 
Н.О being report 1 

ren ea ecruiting 
Cork Blueshirts Charged: Three ( 1 before the Tribunal 


1ahion, to | 


Belfast: 


Wicklow Granite for Liverpool: Ther 


Ball ken mioht ; 
Ballvknocken mi е ц 


1 er never ргосе‹ led 


Galway Men Before Tribunal: Six ( 


I nuary 16 chars 1 wit n att 


Devlin М.Р. Dies: We Devl M ftc I nged illness, died on January 


in 18 he started life as a bar te 


Iohn Mc Mahon of Tralee, while on p 


Boland on Law: 
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EF. Dance at Wolfhill, Laois: The car conveying the orchestra was held up, in a 
report of January 30, and ordered back by 


Aiken's Volunteers: | ; announced for upwards of 10,000 


rs would commence in three weeks 
Fr. M. O Flanagan and Diarmuid O'Crowley as reported were still upon the Ard 
mhairle of Sinn Féin at this time 
Anti-Volunteer Posters began appearing on lamp posts at the end of January but 
re promptly scraped off by police 
Hitler's Speech: What the press described as a nportant speech was delivered 
lolf Hitler to a cheering Reichstag lasting two hot le promised that 
Austria, but Austria must not try t suppress 
Saar, a rich valley on the Moselle due f | referendum in 
be returned to Germany. (A League of Nations plebiscite in January 
Ікеа in the Saar voting overwhelmingly for union with Germany.) 
Angriest Scene Ever, was a newspaper description of a Dáil scene in an issue of 
LP accused Fianna Fáil of laughter after hearing that 


f Dunmanway had died following an assault when returning from 


istmas midnight Mass 
Maxton in Dublin: James Maxton, conscientious war objector, and Glasgow 
Independent M.P, interviewed G.H.Q men, Mac Bride, Pri ind Dr. Andy Cooney 


it Roel House on January 31, attended by aide-de-camp Jimmy Hannigan ап‹ 
rderlies from the 3rd. Dublin Battalion 


Congress on the Way: An Phoblacht at ; time was carrying many articles anc 
| | oncluded, it con 


r Lubbe, declaring 
gi Dimitrof, the principa 
is remembered for hi шті confrontation with Hermar 


d. But the O'Donnell fire was absen the Irish Press of 


ulating upon a new republican party 'with a very advanced socia 
G.H.Q dismissed this as journalistic speculation, saying 
а at the next Convention. Frat {yan pre-empted that by 


it a public meeting in Enniscorthy that the new group would embrace 


re Republican family; the people were looking for a lead from the LR.A 
| peor 
slot 


Justice Secretary: Kerry solicitor, Browns 6 пе year in this sensitive 
1s replaced on February 1, by S.A Roche 

Resolving Political Differences': A national conference wi his purpose in 

'd in the pres I iary 2. It came from the Ш.Р side, and pro 

\ауе Cardina tory or Nutr Pascal Robinson as chair 


elcome: more was heard of 


University Seats To Go: It was ce n Febr у 1, that 16 university 
in An Dáil I | 

Armagh: 1 ‹ ‚ Patrick Т r and Henriett оп, were fined and 

risoners' collection 


Blueshirt Clashes Condemned: In repl 


emning 


uncil called for 
to st 1] 
First Irish Aeroplane: The press of February irri | report of the first Irish 
Swinford: 
Wild Disorder in Paris: The pape: February 7, so described left wing disor 
I I of government 
iladier dubbed it 


Clamp Down Coming: / four province 
oming, апа 


Blueshirts 


in preparation 
skirmishes with 
upportel 


bury 


е unde 


ymrade 
fired a vol 
m Barrv.and Commdts 


ive their full rank as t 


LR.A Social and Economic Programme: Dr. Е.( 
o 


| tribunal inquiry, went public this month upon th: 


Council 


Scuffles in Dawson Street: A Blueshirt dance ns 1 in the Mansion Hou 
] Ol n Febru 
More Scenes in Paris: ! ning batt ntinued ‹ eet ommu 


Drogheda Blueshirts: An il report of Februar refers 1 hirte 


[hey 


whicl 


Mrs. Jos Mc Grory, 
blown out upon 
rother had beer 
Iynn 


it thi 


tions were геп 


One Day Strike in France: ! 


Irade War? I 


Pete Kearney 


ism 


There 


Albert, King of the Belgians 


stal, but they 


when informa 


Samarch 


5 attired in 


The 


were ummary 


Ballinrobe in 


the national 


ing in trade 


ial treaties 


we rking In 


а been one ої 


1200 raid 


ommanded 


three 


been 
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Castlerea: This Roscommon town had 


\ atte ( P meeting on 
supported by Frank Mac Dermot | notables 
Batons Out in Abbeyfeale: Batons were out for a LP 


ruary 19 held in the local hall. It had been preced 


lary 16 


Blueshirt meeting on 


by a street parade of young 
men in blue 


shirts, with girls in blue blouses 
Iaghmon: The home of Nicholas Bolger wa 


as set ablaze by five armed and 
sked men on February 19 


Clifden: On y 19, disorderly scenes reported from Clifden; this 
time more 


selectively Blueshirts 


between Fianna Fail and | 
First Volunteer Sluagh: Significantly this « 
he was 


n Dundalk, Frank Aiken's 


*h*) on February 20 


\ 


turn-out of 40 young men. The Volunteer: 


'd for, declar 


actually from near Camlough, South 
isted of an attractively uniformed 
vhat Wolfe Tone would have pray: 


Flyer' Nyhan Party: The fiv: 


still detailed in ur Hill had gone on hunger 


: Commandants Barry, Michael and Con Crowley, Pete 
Stephen O'Neill. Near neighbour and one time member of the 


| resign my seat if they do 
was quickly 


is anyway somewhat ғ 
' have this particular five arre ted from this particular area. When th« 
ime before the Tribunal again on March 7 were deferred for twelve 
whe reupon they were re lea ed 


Jobs Dangled: Many local F.I 


stered т 


EF. T.D declared, 'I 
political treatment 


sentenct 

Cumann 1 
rotests, but head office was ‹ ( idy to brush aside or to dangle а 
pension where they persiste 


turn of events and 


n seas, from Clan na Gael, 
were simply ignored 


Rags, Robes and Rebels’, a collection of istant Editor 

icht, Liam Mac Gabhann, was published at thi 

More Raids were carried out in the later days of Febr 
| 


Armagh, Tipperary 
declared An Phoblacht, 
be banned (1! would 


had ela i upon Blueshirts, it 
d, were mostly the work of F.F. follow: 


Bill to Ban Uniforms: Primarily aimed at the Blueshirts and their trappings, a 
this purpose was introduced on F« by PJ. Ruttledge, Minister for 


Limerk id Dublin. Prepare the way for coercion 


me time that the LR 


until twenty eight months 


\ 


Child Blueshirts: An official report of Febr 


t during February and 
ne school children arrived schools in Clonakilty 
rles, Rathluir ca 


u g bad 1g with their school mates 
LR.A Training: The same official report refers to extensive LR.A drill parades in 
Roscommon and Dublin: instruction being mine 


ittired 
ind elsewhere 


the Lewis gun 


| | ound. built up in thre ; 1918-1921, when he 
gh reputation, not п across the 
nding oper 


у bush of sritish cavalry train 
iaduct i ine 19 ppend 


were Joining 
find themseh 


sed when he 


Dr. John Crowley, Sinn ! 


Extensive R.U.C Raids: 
ullaghbawn and Warrenpoint 
Walk-Out: When one 
l | states, 50 of 
Workers' College Closes: 
ү n Ireland, Minister Kuttledge counte d by stating that the 


cles Street had been closed since June 1933 1 want of pupil: 
Mounting Crisis in 5pain: Parties of the right ar ntre, according to the new 
Mat \ I d a civil crisis by polarising against thos: | the left, but ' 


ster Lerrou» 


which would 
reminded of 
idual and 

5 alt 


ot the pou ft tl \ у \ long poen ( е! nagny ay c 155116 


ove 1 rcl i that tl } у ( ven 
Philippines: Wa ton announced lar that this a pelago of very 


ind smaller islan would 1 > IT ao! і I hk 


ег the Spat American War of 1898, would continue to 


ет that period 


George Gilmore on Capitalism: 


ооаууогкегѕ ippeared n 


is reported on 


rathering on March 
Galway: 


ind Eoin O'Duffy 


that 


| When the case 
Flyer Nyhan Case had с‹ 


| | d their sentences 
the Tribuna 


not even veter- 
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Liam Lynch Memorial Appeal: An appeal for funds letter was published in the 
press of March 8, from Ned (Edmund) Carrigan of Knocklofty, Clonmel, with the 
names appended of James Mc Grath, Newcastle (at the foot of the mountain), 
Maurice O'Gorman, Ardfinnan, and David Hackett, secretary, Newcastle 


Concentration Camps in Germany: The head of the Prussian Secret Police 


admitted that 9000 were currently held in concentration camps there 


Rosamund Jacob had a piece in the Irish Press of March 9, entitled, When Belfast 
Was a Rebel City', referring to the harpers’ festival, the Mc Crackens, and the years 
preceding 1798 

An Phoblacht Seized: Killing the paper by a process of a thousand cuts contin 
ued on March 8, when 4000 copies were seized from shopkeepers. Seizing from 
shopkeepers was more intrusive and intimidating than removing them from the 
Longford works, and that was its purpose. Even if permitted to continue to publish 
the paper would soon find its retail outlets reduced 

Universities: 'As regards leadership and solutions to Irish problems the role and 
purpose of Universities today would and should be challenged’. Tomás О Derrig, 
Minister for Education, reported on March 10 

Liam Lynch Memorial Commenced: A group photographed appeared in the 
Irish Press of the same day showing workers and friends at the foundation dig 

General Strike in Spain: A general strike was called in Spain on March 11, but 
the government proclaimed it. 

N.A.C.A Overrules Ladies: The National Athletic and Cycling Association 
Council, as announced on March 12, reversed the Congress decision of February 4, 
allowing women to compete in four running events; 'in the matter of mixed athlet 
ics we cannot flout public opinion 

Tom Daly: The second Sunday of March saw Tom alv at the initiation of the round 
tower above Goatenbridge commemorating the death there of Liam Lynch, Commat 
General and Chief of Staff, on April 10, 1923, in the closing we ks of the Civil War. Tom, 
brother of executed Charlie, and May, burned out by ans in April 1921, from 

ins, near Tralee, was on the H.Q staff at this time. He had w indered the world after 
returning in 1931, hoping for better thing 

Secret Service Vote Increased: The ‘bribery money’ by which the Secret Service vote 
was known was bumped up at this time bv £10,000 to £25,000 

Clan na Gael Wires Condemnation: Clan na Gael was reported in An Phoblacht, of 
March 10, wiring a condemnation of coercion to De Valera. We will continue our sup 
port for the LR.A, it declared. A long ‹ ritical letter, quoted in Coogan, arrived earlier to 


De Valera, dated October 1932: more would follow 
Six Co. Law Change: March saw also a law change in the North: candidates going 
forward for election would require to make a declaration that they would attend. There 


would be no more P.J. Мас Logans 


exist, with 


the rule w eimp i for Westminister after Bobbie < 


South Tyrone 
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Beet Factories Held Up: Dr. J.H hcliffe of t sh Sugar Coy, announced on 


onstruct ke at the three factories 


Patrick J. Hackett oí ill Row, agh, was sentenced unde: > Special 


> months rd labour on a member- 


owers eporte 


ship and docur C. enter 
Loughnane Brothers: Patrick 1920 


r Kinvara. h 


ri id a ‹ 


Uniforms Bill 77: 61. ban the wearing of 


ght Labour members 


jurning: Three Charged: Foll 


Blueshirt Bullies: 1 party of young 
group of local 


{ 


лїгї 
An Phoblacht Seized: 


of March 16, all 
shops being also 
'd upon grounds 


in the High 
Senator the Mac Gillicuddy Carpeted: He had deliver 
The Irish I resi led v I y 1 'what could 


he Senate 
| етеп! 
1 cadet in the British 


ars; worst of 


that of the 


Aiken's Volunteers: Now that launched, public relation 

re constantly appearing innounced that Vivion De 
rney' Lennon, whom FI 

1 later as a judge, had joined and 

rom Tramore leading a St. 


ind The O'Mahoney T.D 
0 men in blue shirts and 


Wearing the Shirt: General Mul 


le there we 


: : h Гн! у {| mneral A 
Momentous I.R.A Convention; March Jublin the General Army 


: to result in the р of the ways for O'Donnell, 


thers; out of the Movement 

e were 120 delegates present on 

ballet school behind the Home Market shop of Liam Lucas in 
reen where it was held. Mic rward independently his 
kers' Republi: resolution. On t he withdrew. The Congress 
f an umbrella grouping wide enough to embrace 


ly the formation oi 
novements including the member ship of Fianna Fail, was then 


wonolo; 


thing m 
' 
ployment of ( 
yu that I have not lost one 


; nothing to do with a 


stroy us in the North, it con 
Ballinamore Blueshirt Rampage: An o 
| rry from tl ! 


under doctor 


Cork to Dublin in 2 hours 27 Minutes was the т rd tir a steam train ‹ 
ng new U.S Minister W.M owell' an old friend of Irish cause 
Dublin. He was met at Kingsbridge by tl 
enato! 


Uniforms Bill Rejected by Senate: By 
| I nd mustered to vote down the anti 


d Granard 'wl ad never 


| their actions as ‘sini 


was introduced 


Bill to Abolish: Or 


ish the lared De Valera 


ippoink d 


Sinn Féin: On what they called a 


with no more than 
ation of a National 


1 
purpose may have been 


g more wa he I 
Bill Graham, Co. Down was « ession of a rifle 
| to plead at the sessi 


James Finnegan ‹ 


Xf robbery 


De Valera in Mullingar: With | 
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ay, March 25, De Valera addressed in 


that nature was increasing. On Saturd 
Mullingar a claimed 12,000, with ten bands, 2000 cyclists, 200 veterans, 60 horsemen 


and streets sporting bunting and flags 
Alec Lynn B.L, addressing the usual street corner meeting at Cathal Brugha 
'd a vigorous protest at the strangulation of An Phoblacht Supported by 
onne, who declared that there were now 40 in jail; half in the North and half 
Sidney Gifford, who wrote under the pen name of John Brennan also 
'oke. She was a sister of Grace, who married Joseph Plunkett in Kilmainham on the 


зү 
vening of Мау 3, twelve hours before his execution; and of Muriel, married to exe- 
cuted Tomás Mc Donagh" 

O'Duffy in Ennis was greeted on Sunday, March 25, by a crowd of 6000, includ 
ing a thousand Blueshirts and girls in blue blouses. An attempt had been made to 


derail a train on the West Clare line at Quilty. Six men were later charged with inter- 


th the rail line 

George Fullerton: His death was noted on March 26. Of Bow Lane, Kilmainham, 

1916 veteran under Michael Mallin, taking part throughout, and in the 

Hamman Hotel in July 1922. His brother, Tom, continued actively in the Movement 
and was later imprisoned in Arbour Hill and the C urragh 

Wild Scenes at U.I.P Meeting’ were reported by a newspaper of March 27, com 

menting on two U.LP meetings in Co. Leitrim, at Drimcong and Rantogue. Among 

was F. Mulvey, their organiser, and P. Mc Menamin, T.D, from Donegal 

's, mud and eggs were said thrown before gardai moved in with drawn batons 

Volunteer Martin Nolan of Wexford: A memorial cross was unveiled at Rathnure 

to Martin killed in action by Free State forces on March 23, 1923 near Ballyboggan, in the 

presence of 1500 
Speed Limit in Britain: With deaths running at 7,200 in 1933, and injuries at least ten 
times that, Britain decided to impose a speed limit of 30 m p.h in built up areas. Their 


ount of road casualties has never since reached the 1933 figure 


Commdt. Cronin Released: Pointedly still described as Ex-Commdt. He was 
а after se e a three month sentence on March 29 

sed after serving a three month sentence on 

Carrigtwohill: A mine exploded on the doorstep of local U.LP supporter Tom 

Jew in the door. Later two I.R.A men, 


Mulholland. He housed also the post office. It l 

Iohn Harnett and Dan Bray, received substantial sentences 

Blood Sucking Capitalist’: An. Phoblacht, under that heading on March 31, was 
ssing Sir Edmund Williams, industrialist, major shopkeeper, w hiskey distiller, and 

employer of Tullamore 


The paper continued its internationalist outlook; anti-Nazi, anti-Mosley 


The Golden Tubilee of the G.A.A was celebrated on April 1, in Thurles, the town of 


its foundation 


the writer John Brennan; sister of Grace (Plunkett) and Murial (Mc 
th iter Johi 


children, born to a family in a good residential south side Dublin 
d marriage’; the girls, although Protestant going nationalist 


ri 


ht hearted account in The Year 
Jack White, late R.T.I 


aining middle of the road 


Oscar Traynor | 1400 in Arbour 
Sean Russell Y 1600 men in 
‚ 
n, with ( 
is no longer a member 


Tom Barry Maurice Twomey was at 


le Mary Mac Swiney 


Shots Fired: 


Lord Granard 


Cavan: 


meeting in Dublin 


Not a Private Army 


i biective heartened all 


I cal leclared Hele 
U.S. Minister's Death: TI 


inqut n his nonoul 


Anti-Blueshirt Hoax: Or 
| idquarter 
1 Mul 
hed whereupon 
J.H. Thomas on Dispute: 


lispute 
[ y 


Tullamore: 


по ! ( 


Republican Congress in Athlone: O 


what direction tht 
uld be their first major 


ed, known as the 
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Athlone Manifesto, informed the nation that 'а conference of men and women 


prominently asso iated with the Republican Movement in Connacht, Ulster and 
I 


Leinster met in Athlone on Sunday'. As the meeting was hurriedly called, they were 

unable to arrange for a Munster representative it said. Their purpose, they declared, 

was to make Republicanism a live active force and not a mere theme for speech- 

making. The Army Council promptly issued a rebuttal, adding that O'Donnell, Price 

and Gilmore faced courtmartia 

LR.A on Congress: The follow-up statement came in An Phoblacht of April 14 
O'Donnell and Price it said, had walked out of the Convention of March 


17. They had put forward certain proposals which were rejected by the delegates 


Since then, and while indicted for courtmartial, they held a convention in Athlone 
to launch a Congress. The statement was mild, agreeing with their condemnation of 


the present social and economic system 


Courtmartial: An Phoblacht reported in its issue of April 21 that Major- Gen. Sean 


Russell, presiding, with the O.C's of four units (North Tipperary Battalion, Clonmel 


Шоп and Fourth Dublin) tried Commdt. Gen. Mick Price and Staff Capt. Peadat: 


"Donnell charged with a series of insubordinations. Both were dismissed with 
Price and O'Donnell condemned it as a publicity stunt, challenging the 
lisband the Army. That to come from Price was peculiar as he 
endeavouring to scrape together a citizen army, an effort that 


ved a failure 


Hall Burned: The U.I.P hall at ( 'her, Co. Mayo, was burned on April 10, to 


ent a Blueshirt 


I 
fined ten shillings for being in possession of 20 rounds of revolver ammunition, 


Eamon O'Neill T.D of Knockduff, Kinsale, U.I.P member, was reported on April 


Kinsale District Court 
Raiding in Tyrone: The R.U. ctively raiding in Co 
ne seeking the rifles taken from Ballybr: 
Aiken's Volunteers: There was considerable hy] | media publicity in these 
ouraging recruitment. The Irish Press of April 13, claimed that 10,000 had 
veeks only was designed as a counter-magnet to the attrac- 
specially its cuffs and head 
it attempts to coerce 
m joining proved futile 
establishment of the Volunteer Force in 1934 was to 
d member o force told the 
iblin lecture 
Volunteers in 1936 and was commissioned in 
private to company sergeant, in a 1995 
‚і: the formation by the Government of a new mili 
similar in its constitution to the British Territorial Army, mem 
lived to foreswear any connection with th R.A or Blueshirts 


to the LR.A, n of whose men joined in spite of threats and 


Capt Meehan confirmed that the forc had been intend 
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joined the I.R.A 


inject Fianna Fail blood 


o served the purpose 
ody realised better than th 2.A the reason for establishing the 
Patrick's Day 


saluting base in 


МТ] 
NOD 


і T. l 
ир еа 


service showing in many 18 and 20 years 


admitted up to four years members} vas accepted by the 


authorities a 2.A training and dis ful apprenticeship. The 
PI I 


І К.А soon found that it could no more isolate Volunteers than it could, in the mid 
laí 


twenties, have isolated the newly founded gar 


Charlie Reynolds, Séamus de Burca and George Leonard, withdrew thei 


ames on April 13 from the ‘Athlone ve, they said, that social 


ouncil. About the same 


onomic policy will best be directed by 


Sheila Humphreys and Eithne Coyle (1 Nii Cumhail) also withdrew their 


cn 
Scenes in Thurles was the heading when a iperintendent attempted to 
yuction three horses for unpaid rates. With 300 far rs, many of them in Blueshirts, 
ittending, the sale was abortive 
Walk Out: Th ish Pi of April 13 ported a walk out by 12 girls from a 
hool in Parnell $ Waterford, w irrived wearing a blueshirt emblem 
Seven Drogheda Volunteers we! 


involvement with local Blueshirts 


nid-April following 
men, having served 


entences, were released 


De Valera in Clonmel on April 1 rate campaign then 
raining momentum 
66a North Strand Road 
ge attendance + 
il four days later included Valera, Sean 1 lly, Gerald Boland, Lord 
Oscar Traynor and tl Republican firmament 
ymmemorate Vol. Tom 


\lfred Byrne 


Duncannon: A ceremony was held there 
үп accidental explosion in Donal O Donnchadha 


ittendance at the commemoration would be a waste of time unless one 


; prepared to follow in the footsteps of the ing so honoured 


tl , Kerry to commemorate 


Castlegregory: 900 came together on the 
'ased of the Fourth Battalion, Kerry № 


Leon Trotskv was now being accommodat ilthough unwelcomed by the 


vernment, at Barbizon, a village 32 ilometres south of Paris-not the 


zon of the Impressionists- James Maxton dependent М.Р, supported by 
vern, another Scots M.P, with Jean I g of the French parliament had 
sed, and an official statement 


rht to have him reside in Ireland, but De 
1930 William O'Brian of the 


proclaimed that 'it would be quite impo 
[.G.W.U. had petitioned President Cosgrav 


Jack Lynch and Bill Grainger of Dunmanway wrested on April 16 and 


Barry Arrested: 


Dr. Tom Powell, 


Naas Affray: 


UU farmers 


i not the end « 


: Enniskillen G.A rht the us f the County 


Fermanagh Refuses 


| 
la | t сеш. ihe i 


Irish White Cross: This : 
lo Irish Wat later confli Ata meeting ts offices, Mansion 
'd that 490 chil 


ition. John O'Neill 


the children of the 


roposed tl idoption of the accounts with Senator 
с і ҳл ^ r — 

30,000 funding it sau пек lames 

council be 1 'cted and that was second- 


xtended t › B.E. Ceannt and Miss 


Н 


Newry Men Jailed: For | 
ind. Easter v announcemements, three Newry men were sen 


t were termed seditious posters 'Break 


onnection 
1s reported on April 16, to four months each in Crumlin Road; Tom Mc 
ar, along with Edward Mc Aniff and 


prev ious ү 


16 signatories 


a Fianna Fail T.D 


street repre 
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The Ulster Blackshirt Party held iblic m in Belfast on April 16 


ikers Capt rmstrong an stat fficer Stolt wore black shirts and berets 


Drogheda: On April 20, 21 persons wet arged following disturbances 
oralty House at a P ‹ vo men and two women were separately 
d in court arising from a recent U.LP proces 


Edward Kinnane, Upperchurch, North Tipperary: Edward, a step brother of 


Paddv, LR.A, and later in 1947, Clann na Poblachta T.D, was wounded in an affray 


He had been taken, beaten ¢ shot in the hip; but as Edward was 
> local rate collector, the re 


Col. Jerry Ryan of Tipper 
ке] 99 
n April 22 


Election Employment: 


epartment of Local Government directed that polling booths should be manned b: 


orkless or bv Irish speakers in preference to employe і persons 


Man of Aran: Four of the persons who had acted in the film were brought to 
London for its first showing 


Strabane: Bernard Devine, a former В | soldier, and John Sharkey, were 
iarged in Strabane on April 23, under the Civil Autl ies, Special Powers Act 
yssession of documents’, namely a leaflet on the short- lived Saor Eire, and а 


ole opv of An Ph blacht 


Captain Hughes, owner of the Midland Hotel е to the Broadstone Station 


ind a high ranking League of Youth Officer, was detained at this time in Arbour 


would create a caus léb he courts resulting in his eventual release 


Judge Diarmuid O'Crowley had commenced a ca the High Court for salary 


had been a Supreme Court judge of the Republic, and the reportage is of 
interest in relation to history over the ubli period, and in respect of 
ion and disbursement of monies collected for the Dail loan 


Esquire' Banned in Donegal: Donegal County Council directed its clerical staff 


'ase using the suffix, esquire or esq, upon letters to male persons. A simple 'Mti 


уша do in future 


Derry Refuses: The Unionist controlled Corporation, by a majority vote, refu sed 
to allow a British Army band play in Brooke Park on the Sabbath 

Naas Farmers Arrested: Following a preceding report when 700 farmers dis 
rupted a sheriff's sale, nine were arrested from the neighbourhood on April 25 


Spain: A State of Alarm was proclaimed on April 25; a bomb having being 


thrown at the Minister for the Interior. Spain would continue turbulent 
Baltinglass: Commdt. Cronin was welcomed to the town on April 25, but, as fre 
uently happened, there was interference and he found the town in darkness and 
he spoke, urging employ 
ers to give jobs first to Blueshirts 
An Phoblacht Seized: The slow strangulation of the newspaper continued. Six 
sample copies were brought to the censor, following which 12,000 copies were 
removed from Longford. In 15 weeks seven issues had been seized, totally without 


explanation, even when sought 


Mohill: W.T. Cosgrave and Eoin O'Duffy were scheduled to address supporters 


on April 29 but, upon arriving, found the ] latform burnt. 50 men had attacked е 


dai protecting it in the early hours 
Enniscorthy: Determined not to take matters lying down, 600 Blueshirts arrived 
Enniscorthy on the same evening, many 'm swinging batons and blackthorn 
speakers at the gathering were Osmond Esmonde T.D, Commdt. Cronin and 
est Blythe 


A | 


Mrs. Mary Twomey, mother of Maurice, died April 28, at Fermoy Hospital, leav 


12 Moss and three married daughters. Jim Killeen and Donal ОП lonoghu« repre 
nted the Н.О of Oglaigh na h-Eireann. 
Cattle Sold: At some cost to all concerned, five seized cattle were eventually sold 
in Naas to an unnamed buyer for a total of £12. Wild scenes, accompanied by baton 
charges, were again repeated, with an estimate d 800 men opposing 300 gardai 
Joe Mc Garrity Home: Joe Mc Garrity was home from Philadelphia, his address 
being quoted in An Phoblacht: ‘victory is not always with the big battalions’. Joe, long 
time admirer of De Valera, was soon to withdraw his support. | 
James Glynn of Ennis І.К.А was shot and gravely wounded, according to an 
official report, in an aftray on April 29. He died two days later; the oration being 
given by Sean Russell. Sean Mc Namara, a local leading Blueshirt, was later found 
guilty of manslaughter, his defence being that he was approached by a hostile 
crowd 
Leitrim: Two Leitrim men, also in late April, were fired on by Blueshirts. 
Clonakilty: A local Republican received a gun shot wound in the town 
May Day: Address by Adolf Hitler: In Berlin, Hitler speaking close to the 
Àlrandenburgh Gate addressed a crowd of two million. In Vienna, Chancellor 
30,000 children. He was soon to die (July 


I 
Engelbert Dollfuss oversaw an audience of 


25) in a Nazi attempt to seize power while cornered in the Chancellery 


Moscow, for the occasion, staged a mammoth military display 


Sean Sharkey of Strabane, recently sentenced to two months on a documents 


had died suddenly. A veteran; he had been in the LR.B, then joining the 


During the Civil War he spent eighteen months imprisoned in 


Newbridge. The impressive funeral to Melmount, as reported on May 2, was fol- 


lowed by a Rosary led by Sean Mc Adam of Derry, completed by an address from 


Sean Mc Cool 
Col. Jerry Ryan of the National Executive of the U.I.P and prominent Blueshirt, 
ged as reported on May 3, with shooting Edward 


Volunteers 


with three accomplices, was char 
Kinnane of Upperchurc h. Held in Limerick, his trial was transferred to the Military 
Iribunal 

Newry: House raids by R.U.C continued in the town at 

Easter at Arbour Hill: The Executive Council held the official 1916 
Commemoration in the walled-off yard behind the jail on the first Sunday of May 
with some hundreds of public present. [he irony was that across the wall some 
dozens of Republican prisoners were held 

Congress Paper Appears: Early in this month, Repub 


1d countryside. 


lican Congress, the weekly 


tabloid of the group commenced. It was to struggle on until February 
20 months, with some stoppages in the meantime. From July 1935 when An 
ht was at last extinguished, it substituted partly for that paper. The nominal 
; Peadar O'Donnell, but much of the writing and the real hard work was 
Frank Ryan 
as published from Unity House, headquarters of the Workers’ Union of 
at 31 Marlborough Street, and printed by the Co- op Press 
Loughrea: In Loughrea on May 2, three men were charged with shooting at 
trick Cahill and two other local Blueshirts 
Limerick: On the evening of Saturday May 5, at a gala dance organised in 


Cruise's Hotel, stones were flung at guests entering 


Tom Barry Sentenced: Tom Barry, hero of Kilmichael, Crosbarry** and a dozen 


other fights, appeared before the Tribunal in Collins Barracks, prosecuted by Kevin 
Haugh, instructed by J.S. O'Connor. For possession of a Thompson gun and ammu 
nition, and contempt of court, he received a twelve month sentence. Some Fianna 
Fail clubs protested but to no avail 

It was noted that in some cases Blueshirts were being brought before the civil 
courts where treatment was favourable. An Phoblacht quoted a case in Ballinrobe 
where a Blueshirt had attacked a Republican named Cusack with an iron bar. He 


id sixpence 


Mitchelstown, to honour Capt. James Hogan, Lieut. Tim Hennessy, Capt. Pat Casey 
and Capt. Pat Starr of Nenagh, who fell at Shraharla y 1, 1921.***Also Capt. J 
O'Riordan, who fell at Lackelly, and Vol. J. O'Riordan, mortally wounded at 
Ballyspillane. The address was given by Mary Mac Swiney, with Liam Leddy pre 
siding 

Excluded from Senate: An official report of May 9, indicates that there was at 
this time contention by senators and visitors wearing blue shirts on being excluded 
from the precincts of Leinster House 

Jack Lynch of Dunmanway, with Bill Grainger and Patrick Foley, charged with 
assault, possession of firearms and refusing to answer questions, were sentenced to 
twelve months at the Tribunal. They had remained silk Two Dundalk men were 
sentenced at the same time 

Maurice Twomey in Roscommon, as reported in An Phoblacht of May 26, їп а 
long and carefully framed speech, countered the ‘private army’ charge 


Commdt. Cronin, in Clane, May 8. The next government will be a Blueshirt gov 


at Crossbarry on Mar 121, than in any other engagement. Set 


count in Sur 


an attempted ambush at 


enemy arrived Tomas O 
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ernment. 'I promise you that when we are in government by God we shall govern’ 

Budget 1934: Revenue £30 m widespread tax reductions and grants. The public 
debt of £17 m would be reduced by £5 m 

6000 Republicans were present at a commemoration in Mohill on May 10, with 
Tom Shanley presiding. As a portent of the ever tightening EF. censorship of 

an commemorations the occasion received in the /rish Press a notice of only 

20 lines 

Book Censor: Professor William Magennis, formerly representing the Nationa 
University in An Dail, Professor of Metaphysics at U.C.D, was appointed censor in 
| report of May 11 He succeeded Professor R. Donovan, D. Litt, U.C.D. 

Cork's Greatest Meeting’, or so ЕЕ publicists would have the world believe. But 
so indeed it may have been when 60,000 packed Patrick Street on Saturday, May 12 
to hear {һе Chief: who put Tom Barry in prison, he answered a heckler. He put him- 
self in prison. Are all the efforts of the Irish people to be in vain because there are a 
few fools among us. He then turned to the Free State's fiscal position, touched upon 
in the budgetary reference above. 'We are one of the most prosperous countries in 
the world; we are sixth in the list of creditor countries 

Listowel: Two rival gatherings were fixed for the town on May 12; a Republican 
meeting addressed by Sean Ryan, Denis Quill and J.M. O'Connor. That was followed 
by a U.LP meeting addressed by O'Duffy and local leaders. Towards the end of it 
there were violent clashes, followed by baton charges; three lorry loads of soldiers 
were on stand-by 

Leitrim Arrests: For that ОЛ.Р platform burned on April 19, 33 men from Mohill 


neighbourhood were arrested prior to May 14. After questioning, most were 


re leased 


Ballvbunion Aftermath: Following the disturbance in that town at a U.LP meet- 


eight men were brought to court in Rathkeale on May 11 


ing on March 4, 
To Derail Train: Bern: 

May 13 with attempting to derail a cattle train entering Tullamore 
from Clifden in the press of May 14, where a 


urd Ryan, a local north Tipperary Blueshirt, was charged on 


Clifden: Scuffles were reported 


U.LP meeting was held addressed by O'Duffy, Patrick Hogan, W.T. Cosgrave and 


General Mulcahy 
Protest March: 3000 turned out in Drumshanbo on Sunday, May 13, in a protest 


march against the activities of local Blueshirts. It was presided over by P. Harvey of 


Ballinamore 

Arigna Coal: With new sugar factories being built at Taam, Carlow and Thurles 
the government had decided that steam trains would be powered by coal from 
Arigna. The narrow gauge line of the Sligo, Leitrim and Northern Counties Railway 
was therefore extended three miles north from I ?rumshanbo to a new rail head, and 
0 wagons to convey coal to the main line station 


an order was placed for 4 
almost two years in Geneva 


The Disarmament Conference ended after 


Germanv had retired and Russia had not been inv ited. The arms race would go on. 


James J. O'Dwyer: of Ballinure, Co. Tipperary, local director of the League of 
Youth was charged in court on May 17 with possession of arms, receiving six 


months 
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Bulgaria: A military coup occurred in Bulgaria on May 20 with the alleged inten 
tion of setting up a fascist regime. King Boris signed a decree dissolving parliament 

Big Drogheda Meeting: A twenty five line report of May 21, gave details of a 
meeti protesting against the imprisonment of Republicans. Marching groups оі 
Cumann na mBan , Fianna and I.R.A were accompanied by three bands and 
addressed by Terry Ward, Michael A. Kelly and Liam Mac Gabhann 

Twomey in Roscommon: In response to De Valera's Cork statement, Maurice 
Twomey, before 16000 in Roscommon town, declared that he was one of those called 
fools, but 'we are heirs to a long line of fools and a proud tradition of folly. Down 
the centuries those who held to the separatist creed were dubbed fools’ 

Castlebar Unveiling: In nearby Castlebar, upon the day following, May 21, 5000 
attended upon a Sunday to witness the unveiling by Dr. J.A. Madden of a memori- 
al in the Republican Plot to Staff Capt. James Mac Evilly* Volunteers Thomas 
O'Driscoll, Newport, and John Collins, Westport 

Capt. P. Hughes Case: Earlier referred to, this leading Blueshirt and owner of the 
Midland Hotel, now appeared charged before the Tribunal under the Official Secrets 
Act, as reported on May 24. He had endeavoured through a member of the Special 
Branch to be forewarned about raids. It was to be a case that would run and run, 
with batteries of lawyers called in support. 

Anti-Partition League Launched: In Belfast, in St. Mary's Hall, close to the city 
centre, the League, an offshoot of the Nationalist Party, was launched on Sunday, 
May 20, to fight the Belfast Central by-election. Harry Diamond, a member of the 
Board of Guardians and the chairman of Antrim G.A.A, was selected to contest 
Belfast Central. In the coming years the League would surface and then disappear 
until the late forties when it achieved special prominence under the Costello/ Mac 
Згіае inter-party government; its message then being carried abroad by De Valera. 

We Say To England Get Out': Welcome although this emotive call by De Valera 
may have been on May 25, it cannot be forgotten that he had a political aim of anoth 
er sort in mind. He made it in the concluding stages of the Senate Abolition Bill 

De Valera in Clifden: With local elections approaching w hich would give a crit- 
ical verdict on the KF. stewardship of two and a half years, politicians had com- 
menced to rally the hustings; although U.I.P (Blueshirt/ Fine Gael) had maintained 
a year long pressure on the government in power and were expected to perform 
well. On May 27, with an escort of 500 horsemen and a corps of cyclists, preceded 


by special trains and buses, De Valera arrived upon a sunny afternoon in Clifden 
Widespread Election Meetings: With the Е.Е Party now holding election meet- 
ings it behoved U.LP to step up on theirs. This resulted in more frequent clashes 


than usual, pointing at an involvement by Fianna Fáil supporters and less to conflict 
from the LR.A who, after all, were beginning to suffer imprisonment. 


* See Survivors 1987 edition for an account of the Kilmeena Westport, ambush of May 19, 
1921, from Tom Heavey in which staff Capt Seamus Mac Ev illy and Vol Thomas O'Donnell of 
Castlebar Battalion, Vol Patrick Staunton of Newport and Vol Sean Collins died. Vice С опата! 
Paddy Jordon died later in King George У Hospital, now St Brican's 
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Шу reported as disorders the news came from a dozen venues, includ- 


ing Drogheda, ¢ ork, Midleton and Shrule, Co. Mayo. There was a tense scene in 
hod 4 


Midleton Cemetery when Blueshirts marched to lay a wreath on the grave of one of 


olunteers shot dead by Tans at Clonmult 
Le Bourget to New York, 38 Hours: Flying the Atlantic was now less a problem 


r it at speed. On М 


mainland Europe to Ffloyd Bennett field in thirty eight a a half 


(Ге! лу 27 and 28, two flyers, Codos and Rossi. 


hours 
The Duke of Glouchester, brother of King George V, was on a ritual visit to 
28, during which he managed in 15 minutes to shake 300 hands of per- 
bodies. Nationalist representatives were not present, as the visit, they 

vas | > made purely to serve party political purposes. 

Prisoner Protest Meeting: The indefatigable Maud Gonne, with Helena 
Molonev and 'Tohn Brennan’, (Sidney Gifford), were reported in An Phoblacht of June 
Iding a meeting in Dublin. These regular weekly meetings were held by Maud 


‘onne, speaking from a dray, and clad in long widow's weeds, at the corner of 


Brugha Street in Upper O'Connell Street. 
Р} 


Cardinal Mac Rory at Eglish, Co. Tyrone, їп a confirmation ceremony, remind- 


that their chapel was 'no more than three Irish miles from the site of 


Neill's victory at the Battle of Benburb in June 1646’, adding that 'the 
of Benburb was one of the finest victories that Ireland has ever seen’. 
U.S. Pressing for £47 m: Britain had defaulted on paying the annual instalments 


lebt to the United States. £47 m was outstanding on instalments at this 


Washington was pressing for payment. Instead, the British Ambassador 


told the Americans that they must defer until 'it becomes possible to discuss an over- 
ll settlement. The full debt was never paid 

Capt. Hughes was found guilty, as reported on June 2 
Act and was sentenced to two years imprisonment in Arbour Hill 


of an offence under the 


cial Secrets 


t once went upon a hunger strike whic h lasted only two days 


Sean O'Farrell of Leitrim, 
with assisting in slogan painting prior to the O'Duffy meeting of 


described as ex-T.D, of Dromod, was charged in a 


report of June 2 
April 30 

_ Senate Rejects: In a report of June 2, the Bill for its own abolition by 33:15 after 
a three day debate 


Prison Protest Meeting: With the LR.A 


after they had helped EF to power, Headquart 
'reen on June 3, found a gathering of 15,000 


on a shuttle into prison, scarcely a yeai 
ers felt that something should be 


done. A meeting called for < ollege ( 
yatrick, Sean Mac Bride. Helena Moloney, Dr. Andy 


there, addressed by Mick Fitzy 
Coonev. Mrs. Sheehy-Skeffington, Maurice Twome) and Maud Gonne. Protest from 


lonmult, seven miles north by east of Midleton, was the scene of a disaster to an Active 


k Brigade on Sunday evening February 20, 1921. After four weeks 
e for an attack upon a military train at 


nit of the First Cor 
n the neighbourhood they were about to leav 
Cobh junction. At that moment the 15 found themselves surrounded outside by Auxiliaries 


Resisting for two hours from small windows and with the thatched roof ablaze, 


to emerge unarmed. They were immediately set upon, 12 being shot dead on the 


| Cork's Fighting Story 


() 


y in Dublin 


Aiken's Volunteers: 
Capt Hughes Released: 


па 


Republican Congress Public Meeting: 


sation. But wh 


militarisn 


reanisation with whi 


b founded in Belfast 
in his home town of 


ed the LR.A ‘of 


ght think that it was some 


o-habited for so long 


'ton Won 


Bodenstown Sunday: 
7 000 were resent; 


1 
ik 


es, motor cars and walker 
tretched fo » and a half, witl | s in attend 
cemetery to hea зага М 111 id 38 pres 
nnchadha, with Mick Fitzp k as Chief Marshall 
think and see clearly through the fog which clouds their vision 
1 better, or less humiliating Treaty, but its total repudiation 
arming the manhood of our peop ving that by no other 
made effective 
blacht had made clear that only authorised banners could be 


on was disregarded by the tiny Congress group wedged 


- itis unclear - Wolf 


the Connection with Capitalism. On being 


stewards near the gate of the graveyard, a scuffle took place during 
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once wheeled about 
iddres ed by Ре айа 


{ 1-1 
he assembiey 


ge Gilmore and € 
out in support ої 
agh Morgan, ] 


)hn € ampbell, 


k 
1! 


Loug members of the 
ullan stant republicans, but 
eight names stered, falling well 
busloads of Shankill ү ed in other places. It was the 

лаке a summer 
s on June 17, following a 
b 


'aders, were set upon by 


Scenes in Claremorris: Scenes occurred wl 


idressed by Commdt. ( 


wd in the quare 


Blackguards': In Claremorris, th« ning of their departure, Father Mc 
| 1 unteers leaving for Bodenstown 


h outing 


T er 


I 
for 


Governor-General: In preparation 


maintenance r reduced from £2 


rt of June 21 noted that its 


А Company's Bill: [he objec » with the then outlook of 


пага the control of inc ontrol of Manufacturers' 


) Sareg 
wo thirds of all voting zens of Ireland 
Wild Scenes in Cork': The papers of June 22 rep ed, describing a U.I.P meet 


eet where the factions we of gardaí. It should 


res 
[.P meeting was т il meeting. Marching 
attired with berets, ! batons and arm bands 


d in salute. On s occasion 400 marched, led by 


Germany: In a trade move, announce Germany stated that il 
restrict imports from Britain. It brought a strong protest accompanied by a 


a г Wal 
Secret Service: An interim vote of £16,500 was ipproved at this time 
on is required, said Sean Ma Entee, Minister for Finance, for the security 


Infor H 
nformal 
informant 


22 a talk on Theobald Wolfe Tone, 


to vive 


Father O'Flanagan was listed on June 22, to gi 


at Sinn Féin headquarters 

Catholic Truth Society: After weeks of preparation for 
Belfast, during which the Ulster Hall was refused to them, the event culminated in 
by 100,000 


1 major congress in 


in open air Mass in a park at Beechmount attended 

Seized Cattle Sold': There was tension in Feolamore, Co. Limerk k the previous 
Sundav when eight cattle, seized from a local farmer, were sold. There were baton 
1s the nameless buyers protec ted by gardai prepared to leave by lorry 


спа; 


Maurice Twomey in Ballinamore: e Chief of Staff, accompanied by Donal 
i Sean Mac Bride, congratulated local units, as reported on June 2 
in O'Farrell, Terry Mc Laughlin and J.J. Mc Garry ir 


present to support candidate Sez : 
he Irish Р! reported that there was 12,000 in th 


orthcoming council election 


following C jury not 


iünting slogans at Dromod 


to 


| 
у рг 
ЕЕ. At Bodenstown: on Sunday, 

\ small turn out. Ministe: 
Tyrone Fermanagh by-election had its results announced on June 


40 year old moderate, polled 28,790, while his farmer opponent Dominick 
There was no Unionist candidate, althoug 


got 18089 votes 


may have gone to Mc Crossan 
sult, covering County Councils 


Local Election Result: The 26 County r 
Е 728: U.I.P (Е.С) 596: Labour 


ns and Town Commissioners, totalled:- I 


Corporation 
185: Independents and Others 371. There were no outright winners, although the 
U.I.P remained a vigorous party. The results carried in newspapers of June 30, also 


note on Commdt. Cronin. Speaking in Cootehill, amid scuffles, he endeav 


э" 


паа 


lain why U.LP had not won, to quote O'Duffy, 2: 
Aiken was heckled у Igorous- 


3 councils out of 


oured to ex} 


Aiken Heckled in Drogheda: In Drogheda Frank 
en air meeting by Cumann na mBan. Being Aiken and close to his own 


ор 
I 
bailiewick, he was annoyed. Instructions were issued to police that at future meet 


ings Republican hecklers should be removed 


The Year 1934 


е шас” our brotper $ sleep; 
П ] 
us but do not weep 


j L / 
with us through dead of night 


But expect the morning light 


1820 on the 


Chronology: The Year 1934 


CHRONOLOGY: THE YEAR - July - December 1934: 

Hitlers Swift and Ruthless Swoop’ was the headline in the Monday 
pendent of July 2, after a weekend of blood letting, suicides and executions in 
,ermany. A Brownshirt plot, under Capt. Ernst Rohm and General Kurt von 
Schleicher, was savagely smashed in the 48 hours from Friday to Sunday. I have not 


used mittens, said Goering; everyone who has resisted us has been shot People who 
raise their hands against the Third Reich will loose their heads. In a Reichstag speech 


Ё July 13, Hitler admitted to 77 dead, all of them being in the middle o: upper ranks 


of leadership 


In a comment, An Phoblacht, now alerted to Nazism, described it as a German 

ist blood bath by a dictator who had become panicky 

EF. In Ascendant: In early July there were disturbances reported from a meeting 
in Newcastle West addressed by General O’Duffy. The local election of June 25, 
showed FF in a strong position:- 

Fianna Fail 728 Councilorships 

Fine Gael 596 Councilorships 

Labour 185 Councilorships 

Others 371 Councilorships 

James Glvynn's Death: In Green Street, before Judge Hanna, Sean Mc Namara, 
Ennis League of Youth leader, charged with murder, had it reduced, by verdict, to 
manslaughter ‘under great provocation’. He received a sentence of eighteen months. 

Drogheda: The 21 young men charged with unlawful assembly and riotous 
behaviour in February, were declared not guilty at a local court, as reported on July 


3. Seven had refused to recognise the court; Charles Smith, Michael Stewart, Edward 


Mc Quail, Laurence Flynn, Michael Smith and Andrew Finglas 
Patrick Kenny of Genanstown, near Nenagh; injured in a fracas when returning 


from Toomevara, was buried here on July 2. 400 Blueshirts paraded for an address 


by Eoin O'Duffy 


Enniscorthy: Michael Grainger, Fintan Harris, and John Hendrick, were charged 


in Enniscorthy, in a report of July 4, with assaulting two Blueshirts who, earlier, had 


attacked a local Republican. 


Home Built Aircraft: With the emphasis now upon deanta in Eireann, it was not 


surprising to find a second aircraft had been home built. Joseph Gilmore, of 


Ardglass, built a small aircraft which on July 4, had its first flight from Baldonnel. 


Kerry Men Before Hanna: Maurice Higgins, Clahane; William and Patrick 
Thornton, Clashmealcon; Jeremiah Nolan, Listowel. They were charged in Dublin 


before Ju Hanna with unlawful assembly on March 4. Refusing to recognise the 


court, they received one month for contempt; the trial itself on the assembly issue 


being put back 
Sean Mac Bride in Castlecomer: Propagating the new gospel, Sean Mac Bride, 


as reported by the paper on July 14, described how workers in industry could be 
responsible for its operation under state direction and management, while being 


remunerated on a wage basis. 
Killeenen, Co. Galwav: Father Moroney, curate, questioned schoolboys on their 


membership of Fianna, telling them they must leave, that it was communist 


Trouble Brewing: In Arbour Hill, the same issue reported, where Tom Barry wa 
they were commanded to move a1 I e at exercise. The trouble how 
urt action by imprisoned 

rising 32 LR.A and 


hiaeoshirts 
5 rts 


Sligo Town Clerk Case: In a1 rt uly 11, the Supr ourt dismissed the 
in order that they appoint Sean ( igin, of Co. Cavan 


wn Clerk, rather than their own choice 
LR.A Political Programme: 18 months after their overall iil victory, and 
he hardships of the Economic War, Fianna Fail і consolidated a lead 
m now onward, they would never look like loosing. And all the time their 


1 half-brothers, the LR.A, veered more and more off course. To counter this, 


а to publicise their social and economic programme the main 


of which were:- 


and required by the State for building or amenity be purchasable at agri- 


value 
After a certain date the building of houses for sale or rent to be illegal 


Laws to be codified in non-technical language 


Workers in industry to be responsible for its operation and management and 
remunerated upon a wage basis 
[he State to establish a monopoly in banking, so that the wealth and credit of 
the nation shall be available for the benefit of the community 


^s the Manus O’Rourke document it was debated and adopted by the Army 


uncil and published in pamphlet in January 1* 14 as the LR. A's Constitutional and 


rnmental Programme for the Republic of Ireland. Hindsight (in the cold light of 
international pressures upon the 26 countv state of the nineties) might show such 
utopian ideas deranged, but in the mid-thirties, and dare we say into the mid-sev 

it seemed a proper path for a socialist minded thinker to follow. On the 
ground in Ireland, sadly, the programme aroused no interest ind had no impact; not 
even in the short term." 

Scottish Home Rule: Representatives of the Nationalist Party of Scotland trav 
elled in mid-July to Belfast, and on to Dublin, led by the Duke of Montrose, with Sir 
Alexander Mac Ewan, their chairman, and five others. Investigating the possibilities 
for Scots home rule, they called upon De Valera where they dis ussed agriculture, 
industry, self-government and banking. Later in An Dáil, they conferred with W.T 
Coserave and Sir John Keane. They then decided to remain one further day for other 
meetings 

Dr. Robert Henry, J.P of Comber, boasted on July 18 that, after 50 years in prac- 
tice, he had never taken a single hours leave because of ill-health 

Sean T.O'Kelly Bereaved: His wife, of the Wexford Ryan family, was reported to 
have died in Germany while on holiday. Sean T later took as a second wife the com 
manding lady, Phyllis, a sister in the same family, 

Native Nicotine: In line with the policy of promoting Irish produce, the govern 


* Gee Irish Historical Studies xxvii no. 105, May 1990, for a wide coverage of the socialist 


republican schism within the Movement, by Richard English of Queen's University, Belfast 


Mélée in Ca 


Another Pension Act: 


M | pension, were now 

militant movement 
Austria: eek in Vienna, for the assas 
bert Dollfus Chancellor of 1 short lived corpor ite 


De Valera Says No: De V a was reported ac ig te no, on August 1 
jndon invitation 1 | ) London celebra 


1 yf re \ › vears reien a 


е : ri | 5 iva > { ] 
President Hindenburg Dies: [he advance to di 


d with the deat f the aged Field Marshall on 


пу W 
r adopted tl t and Chancellor 


Free State Army Oath: As 


ation 


o frequent episcopal criticism 
ssue of August 11, published the oath 


T П 
| t all enemies whatsoever 


Army: 1, name 
| will rende! Qt 


ann under 


} 


| /| hlacht м { e th э { ^ WePK~ 
Paper Now 3 Days Weekly: An Phoblacht was now appearing three times wee k 


is a ‘Stop Press’, carrying normal news during a 
Because of its policy the Strike Committee has facilitat- 


prolonged strike by the work- 

yf the Dublin dailie \ 

5 news supply’, а statement said. For as long as it lasted it 
ssage to reach a wider audience" 

Congress Girls Resign: In a letter to the Congress paper, Sighle Nic Amhlaoibh 


№ the organisation, ‘because of its attacks 


Ji Cumhail,** resigned from t 


ome Congress leaders seem more concerned with breaking up the 


were not on strike, nor were Belfas 


shirt Reprisals: 


Blueshirt Convention: 


16 


vention ууа 
in a state 


in the coun 


pinio 


~ t | п о 
Fine Gael/Blueshirt Split its t! veekly offerin 1 August, An Phoblacht 
| he constitutionalists, and the wilde: 

ollowing a mee 

nal Executive of ‘| at 3 Метт | on August 30, the 
| rupture. Vi [ it James Hogan resi d; 'as the stronges 
igainst the uctiv hysterical leadership of i 
ead the growing bi 


Blythe, Mulcahy, with tl 


make 


i O'Duffy’. Н 


ind contradict avs were now cleat 
numbered 
LR.A/Blueshirt Clash: An Г 


een the two groups in north Cork 


| hi " ml l. carried a report of a clash 


реси 
000 


rried the news of a new 


^ New Police Force? The paper, in the $ | 
about to be formed 


vell advan 


man strong police force ndation, as ‘Broy Harriers or 
many of them inducted 


ecial Branch, was already 


straight from Oglaigh na h-Eireann 


Blath: Thousands of Blueshirts and supporters gathered at 
yn the last Sundav of August tk lea п addadres by Eoin O'Duffy 


De Valera in London: De Valera his way т ir ugh London to Geneva 


Waterford Strike: Wh 


ommended by the 


теу at Aeridheacht: The popul ңе ican outings : ieridhei 


vith concert, was an occasion on the пг! 1 y of September f 
resurgence of 

But with E.I 

implementit 
League of Youth: Official Title: Fi 


later be 


Capt Arthur Russell, 


wounding 


not 

by other 
ve in and 
and the 
fom Maguire, 
struggle, refused 
the Pensions Board in 
in, Mick Hilliard (later 
veekly rent, from ten 
now having joined 


ituencv there, took a hand, 


in inner northside 
evening in mid- 


> win- 
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id visited the hide-outs of the gang and had issued warnings 
Garda Review on Broy Harriers: The so-called Broy Harriers declared the 


iew loftily in mid-September, are members of th tective Branch.... are mem 


bers of the ¢ ‚агаа Ѕіосһапа 
ЕЕ Fight Blueshirts: Near Ballinasloe in mid-Sept nber groups of Blueshirts 
Е supporters joined in a mélée 


Meath Cumann na mBan: About this time they leridheacht at Kildalkey 


Fiona Plunkett was then upon the Executiv: 


Kilkenny: А bomb placed in the pound by Blueshirts f: led to explode 


Tipperary Aeridheacht: Maurice Twomey rters there, defined 


between the LR.A and the constitutionalist parties, as being the dif- 
who sought full freedom and thos 


} f | 
a free 


Welsh Mine Disaster: A chain of fire damp explosions throughout the 
Colliery, Wrexham, on September 21, re кеа in the deaths of 264 men, 


ubsequent entombment of nearly all ‹ 


O'Duffy Resigns: General O'Duffy resigned on Saturday September 22, tht 
» Gael and membership of that party, having tendered a letter, four 


Liam Burke im glad to be out of politics, he said 


the new Director-General 


Youth 'dictable O'Duffy 


ір role м r-of-war would soon 


two factions of Blueshirts before both sank into oblivion togeth 
ne Gael had recovered themseh nd wished to have no mor 


xtra consti nal metl | is we shall see, thes¢ 


Toomevara: <ennedy being found 


to railine iat he had deserted 


Р A to join ‘the Fr ta ial I itia’: me \ ken's Volunteer 


Millstreet: A piece in An Phoblacht "Di ber 29, spoke of a clash occurring ther 


'etween EF and Blueshirt 
Maurice Twomey in Nenagh: We must rid our of mind llusions about Fianna 


il, was his theme at an Aeridheacht 


Numbers Unemployed: The ‹ ial reg r for the 2 at this time 
07.011 


Numbers in Jail: The 


Nenagh Men Jailed: Six N« 


ес], 11 he 1 ue of Octob 


ame num 


Liam Mac Gabhann 


f the Way fot th« 


Get Out o Wa 


Maurice Twomey in Crumlin: Summe! ve find 
idheacht in the fields of Crumlin, the Dublin township 


1рІе and direct; the Art pposed to all compromise & 


lasnevin on Uct 


unines Meeting of Congress: 


Ihe International Federation of Athletic 


Chronology: The Yea: 


O'Duffy Was Touring Leitrim in hi 


it was worth, support was 
› 1. Mohill апа Manorhamilton 
Wires Severed and Roads Blocked: An activity that for sometime to соти 
rganisation, would become increasing frequent in the « um 
innuities and rates, was the widespread felling of trees 
lipping ‹ Jr iph wires, espe ially in the Munster area 
Dance Halls Attacked: The primitive tin (corrugated iron) roadside dance hall 


ilways been a prey attack for obscure ss of October 


| 
T 


9] larbou 


ied a brief report of a hall at Shannon 
nto during dances, but without causing 
Mullingar Cathedral: The great Cathedral of Christ the King, at Mullingar, had 
en commenced some months prior to this; it was taking shape at this time 

Strabane: A young man, J. C. Mc Crossan, was reported 1 ur Phoblacht of 

l 1 ed £10, or two months in jail, for possessing а сор f the paper 
Spain: Defensively, | ith some truth 1 Ph i, writing recent events 
lared, that the international media reporting on Spain, lied about the killing of 

yus there 
Why Blueshirts Crashed: Under that head, and writing with some inside knowl 
charted the rise and fall of that movem« Ithough, as we shall see 
have life for some time to « 

Spanish-American Parentage: The same issue carried a brief letter from Maurice 
regretting a reference by a writer in tl [ I the Spanish American 


(f Eamon De Valera 15 sneer that wil о be ipproved of by 


Sean Mac Bride in Castlebar: At a céilí tl Mac Bride told his listeners that the 
wanted a complete change of tht il system under which we live 

King Assassinated: Shortly after arriving by ship in Marseilles, King Alexander 

via, on a formal royal visit, and accompanied by French Minister of 

Barthou, were shot at and assassinated, while travelling in his 

the public street, on Octol 9. The assassin, Petrous Keleman, from 

ia, was trampled on the roadway; an accomplice being arrested. The 

was quickly attributed to Serbian ‘tyranny; 5 'rbia, a poor nation of 


had been place charge of seven republics, some of 


ich were considerably developed, following the Versailles settlement 

Co. Meath: Road blocking and wire seve › was reported from Co. Meath, 
the sheriff was busy making cattle seizur 

Pensions Restored: The press of October 13 listed nine in lividuals, former І.К. 


| Blueshirt, who, upon giving undertakings, had had their pensions restored 


Act Explained: The new pension act of July ted earlier, applicable principally 
ivil War vete 1а benefit ten thousand, or so n explanatory leaflet of the 
held 

James Finnegan, a young Dundalk man, was kidnap] on Sunday, October 14, 


lelivering milk in Clanbrassil Street. He had | released from Arbour Hill 


ourt ruling of July 


its Volunteers 


Sinn Féin Ard Fhéis: Si 


an Sheridan ап 
Provincial Representatives were: 
| I Tuama; Connacht: 


innounc« 
been агт 


ie from seizures around 


Irish Swoop’: 
H 


Cork Yard Inquest: Judge O 


More Farmers In: The pre 


en Mountjoy 
.W. Nixon М.Р. Belfast, and ‘Nomad’: 


f a libel action co! 


nmence 


Charlie 


zealous than the nor 


Meath Round-Up: 
n y. Me 


Attempt at Unity: 


More Farmers 


nine monti 


ourtmartial 
d guilty, h« 
I | 'ained to tl hapel 


The Irish Labour Party held 


Banking Commission: 
СОО / 1 remi 1 | V1 I rstat reann currenc\ 
100 Farmers In: It 


Blueshirt Disturbances: 


Sellers: Blu 
wound by gardai 
Longford Commemoration: 


114 nd опе by D 


Appeal for Money: The ( 


Chronol 


IOg 


keep us out of debt 


Mac Swiney Anniversary: A London commemoration was held on October 28, 
Sunday; drawn from Oglaigh, the Anne Devlin and Reggie Dunne Cumann na 
mBan troop, the Roger Casement and brothers Pearse Sinn Féin clubs, the 
O'Donovan Rossa club of Connradh and the G.A After an address by Sean I 
Murray, they marched from Brixton to St. George's Cathedral, Southwark, where a 

vas recited 
writer, D.L Kelleher, had spoken of the significance of Samhain at a 
Connradh occasion at Kings Cross on the previous night 
Fired On: Two detectives, on farm duty near Castlelyons, Fermoy, were fired 


upon overn t. They returned the fire 


Co. Wexford Seizure: It was reported on October 29, that excitement was gener- 


ted at С; lalbot, Co. Wexford, the residence of a former County Councillor 


atec 
when nine pigs and a horse were seized. Attended by a large crowd, there was ten 
ion following the felling of roadside trees and cutting of phone wires 
O'Duffy in Ballybay: In his own heartland, the leader, accompanied by < 
eeted at the Town Hall by 400 Blueshirt I want to lead only 
declared. ‘They are the real successors of the Volunteers 


lay he would | irector al of the Blueshirts 


re alive today 
Cosgrave in Kilkenny: On t same d: the theatre in Kilkenny, W 
| 


ive was condemning the blocking of roads as ‘deplorable breaches of the law 


Iwo Sentenced: P. Quinn and Tom Fitzgerald 


f Gowran Kilkenny, were sentenced at the Tribunal to three months 
ich for refusing to answer questio 
Tallaght: Riotous behaviour by ieshirt supporters on Tuesday 8, result 
1 in 15 being cha | 


Denis Ireland in an 


lfast, was charting three ү 
that unity was likely withi 


[he aircraft piloted by 


5woop Saga: 


um 


Asturias: 
unist terror' in Asturia 


Iraffic Regulations: 


n the Free State 


ble ir 


n + " П 
\ › aDreast 


Xf Sinn Féin outlin 


Fr. O'Flanagan: A ten line ac 


tne p V Г the reanisation 


} 
Patrick Belton T.D, who had been in Fia 
He had questioned the expulsion 


onded by Richard Mulcahy 


Limerick Blueshirts Sentenced: relates of 


ix months by the 


from Rathkeale area, sentenced 


Meath 


An Phoblacht, Nov. 3: 1 


Japan Refused t 
ne terms a 


Gerald Boland 


Kevin Barry Window Unveiled: On 


“4 


"nul 


Dr. Jean Piccard 
n iccard, 'th« 


Blueshirt "War' Continues: Mort 


Wexford, Clonmel and Mullingar 


German Army: 
+} { 1] +} 
wo million nt 


Michael Davitt's Widow, died а! 


death of the founder 


National Graves Association, ani 


Remembrance Day: 


ееп annive 


through thei 


that it was then 


) 
dwindling 


Steph: n 


Former Friends: Eoir 

efly together 

eri 

National Park: Britain ‹ 
vdonia wilderness of north Walk 
Cork Men Sentenced: Nine ( 


ind three 


> Reception: On tht 


non. | 


the ind 


U.S. Democrats, w« 


pre 


Lloyd George, Wa 
Irish American wif 


Lloyd George's Wealth (and Thatcher's): The London і Т ies of Octobe 


yportunifies as 


present day 


me mil 


Sir Oswald Mosley: Т 
reported on 
Bound to Peace: 10 ( 


Car Imports 


Dundalk Man: | 


Blueshirt Conventions wert 


the conventions 
Wexford, whik 


ort of Saturday 


fter only months 


run-i p to the war 


copper and « 


і these trades 


ти inder tarit protec 
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Clonmult Farmers: Numbers of farmers from this t Cork area were reported 
in Mountjoy. 

Remembrance Arrangements: The chairman of the British Legion announced at 
this time that their march would commence from Beresford Place to the cenotaph, 
the Wellington Testimonial, in Phoenix Park [The Garden of Remembrance at 
Islandbridge was not completed until the late forties]. After the ceremony there, 
they would furl their flags and disperse. The gathering upon the Sunday was quite 
impressive; with 4000 present, including foreign representatives and diplomatic 
corps. Not to be outdone, Congress - although this seemed to be contrary to their 
recently announced policy on Remembrance marches - held an anti-imperialist 
meeting at that other favourite venue, Abbey Street corner. Speakers there 
addressed a crowd of 1500; their theme being, ‘down with Fascism’. 

Austria: Dr Kurt von Schuschnigg had succeeded the assassinated Dolfuss as 


Chancellor. Austria in these years was continuously poised between armed out- 


breaks from the nazi right and the communist left. The reports of November 12 
spoke of a threatened ‘proletarian revolt 

Confidence: A news item at this time records that General O’Duffy had received 

vote of confidence in Kanturk; but votes of confidence in Ireland are a lowly priced 
commodity 

24 County Meath Men appeared before the Tribunal on November 12, charged 
with blocking roads. 

Mike O'Leary and Fritz Langsdorf: Veteran Dublin Brigade officers, they had 
been arrested at Balbrigggan on October 4, while holding for inquiry, Dundalk I.R.A 
officer, James Finnegan, who however was in no personal danger in what was an 

Both however were arrested by detect during which a shot was 

and they were each found in possession of weapons. At the [Tribunal on 

12. Mike O’ Leary, of Drumcond vas sentenced to five years, and Fritz 

lorf, of South Circular Road, received t years. It is noteworthy that these 


two sentences were the longest imposed in state (with the exception of 


Mixie Conway) during the entire decade of the thirties. O’Leary, who received a seri 
jus eve injury while in Arbour Hill, was released in the amnesty at the end of 1937 
interned from 1940 onwards. Finnegan himself, as noted earlier in October, 
had been released from Arbour Hill by High Court yn, but later received a fif 
teen month sentence 

An Phoblacht condemned the lengthy sentences. It pointed out that Jeremiah 
Blueshirt, who had 5! , dward Kinnane of Upperchurch, got nine 
It listed 115 road blockers, all of whom wer sed i Blueshirt 

harged with murder got 18 months 
Fianna Fail Ard Fhéis: Ever wi ger upon the pulse of the nation, and 
idept at striking the right note, De Vc s recorded on November 14, from the 
sion House, declaring; ‘we will never regard Ireland as a nation until it is unit 
А group of 2,000, representing Republicans and unemploy: d, congregated close 
top of Dawson Street, where th were addressed by Sean Mac Bride 
d in to interfere, and to drag Mac 


roa mre. 
а pre 


Bride from his perch upon a hors 
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І 


East Donegal Loyalists: 5000 1 


5 


Jonegal k 5, іп a report of November 14, pre 


morial to Westminister and Dublin, seeking that east Donegal, known as 


ind the Border redrawn as a con 
in the 1925 Boundary 


Donegal would 


inistration of Saorstat Fari 


Jazz Again Under Attack: 


Connradh na Gaeil 


ounced as 


Herr von Ribbontrop had arrh d he Court ot 5t. Ja ; as German 


lor, being greeted by Si Sin Forei ecretary. Germany will 


urn to the League of Nations, he 


The Problems of the Gaeltacht: TI IS w th ;aelt had problems, 


ed out at length at the Ат h ut with no coherent policy emerging 


13 Co. Cork Men wer ported, November 15, jailed by the Tribunal on charges 


tree felline, wire itting a nemb up ot 1 Ww sociation 


Gerald Crofts, singer, was reported this tin s having pass үу at his home 


returned to the 
His beautiful 
musician brother, 
hurch, Whitefria: 
1 vement 


renresent 
ерт п 


Col. Gerry Ryan was releas from Arbour еіпе welcomed outs! 

1 ( 
Frank Kerlin, п November 
n { "nut In А | nel a | m sa cla d hat | һаа | record of 
; were paid 


Dan Breen, Andy 


Hyland, H 


» Grafton 
‘sed by a baton 


ind Charlie 


. TE 1 s issue of ovembe 
Bishops Criticised: The | ts issue of November 
| 1 a Joint Pasto 1922, condemning Republicans 


ch a letter condemn 


> at the 
Dan Ryan 
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Mexico: In a letter home to Borrisoleigh, Rev. M. Kenny, a Jesuit, referred to the 
jus persecution sé ' prevailing in Mexico; he had only returned from 
Citizenship Bill: A new measure was introduced in An Dail at this time. It 
bled persons born in the Six Counties to claim citizenship of Ireland which many 
did. Foreigners could claim Irish citizenship provided they had one 

Y 


it who was Irish 


50 Farmers were brought before the Tribunal at this time: most were allowed out 


Townplanning: The 193 t, giving outlin rs, was now in operation 


{ 


Clonmel, by ап 1 17, was to have a shoe factory 
Dundalk: The Employment Exchange was burned overnight, on November 16 


Poulaphouca: The Electricity Supply Board and Dublin Corporation announced 


on November 17, plans for the development of a great reservoir, combined with an 
| | 


electricity generating scheme, as proposed nine years earlier by Sir John Purse: 


Grittith 
Col. Gerry Ryan Welcomed: Col. Gerry, accompanied by John Harty, was wel 
і to his home town, Thurles, on November 18, by Commdt. Cronin and a large 


comed 
thering of supporters. The Colonel criticised Eoin O'Duffy whom, he said, now 

t his time campaigning against his former comrades. (The split had occurred 

; in Arbour Hill). There was now, he said, a total of 140 Blueshirts in 


on short terms 


J. ] Traynor of Kilmainham: As in the attempted Clonmult commemoration, the 
hirt wing sought to honour the memory of Vol. John Joe Traynor, killed 


April 24, 1916. His brother repudiated the ceremony beforehand. 200 in 


then marched to the gates of Glasnevin Cemetery where they were 
1 by Senator Ernest Blythe 
Putsch Intent Denied: Adolf Hitler denied at this time that Germany was plan 
putsch in the Saar. ‘It is sheer folly to suppose that Germany wishes to dis 

' the forthcoming p 
Patrick Belton T.D, announced in Ballybofey, in a report of November 19, that 


forming a new political party with Eoin O'Duffy as leader, and one of the 


nt brothers of Co. Cork, a member. Nothing further was heard of this proposal 
Co. Kilkenny: Widespread arrests of Blueshirts were reported on November 21 


Rents Campaign: In their stronghold of Waterford City, Republican Congress 


is running a not very successful campaign for house rent reductions. Organised 
round school teacher Frank Edwards, and his future wife Bobbie, -Bobbie Walsh 
Waterford city was one of the few places where gress had a public face 
Mick Price and His Irish Citizen Army: This small grouping had been formed 
ne before by former L.R.A men under the control of Price. In November 
* joined the Labour Party - he called for it be disbanded, although it mav 
ontinued in a fragmented form for a little long 
Ten Men From Rathcormac were imprison \ is time for Blueshirt activity 


Protestant Government for a Protestant People: The state opening of the 


rmont parliament took place on November 20, when the Duke of Abercorn per 
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ceremony at the second session of the fourth parliament. An upbeat 
ym the King was read by the I '. When asked by Mr. O'Neill М.Р, on 
is tested, Lord Craigavon, Prime Minister replied; ‘it is our duty and 
'achable loyalty to the King and 


Constitution in carrying on à testant government for a Protestant people 


15 


Imprisoned: There were at this time 120 farmers on Blueshirt charges in 


Mountjoy awaiting trial. A further nine Co. Cork men went before the Tribunal, on 


large ad blocking and датар 


Banking Commission Meets: The first formal meeting of this Commission met 


ard room, Upper Merrion Street, on November 23. Heavily weighted with 


ISel ives, it had 23 men and no women 


"Wild Scene’: A report of November ? ells of 30 men before the Tribunal fol 
| 


g ‘wild scenes’ during seizure: 1 o. Limerick farm 


Mountjoy Unveilings: Sunday saw a series of unveilings of 
s to volunteers of the 1916-23 period by the Nat al Graves Association 

Rival Meetings: There was tension on ay at the Harrison Hall 

/scommon, arising from rival Fine Gael / Blueshirt gatherings scheduled for there 


bsequently O'Duffy, assisted by Belton, held his meeting inside the hall 
Manchester Martyrs: A series of processions were held upon this Sunday in 
Ross, Youghal, Middleton, Toome, Bandon, Derry, Limerick, recalling the exe- 
the three, William Allen, Philip Larkin and Michael O'Brien, in 

ichester, on November 24, 1867 

James Finnegan, Dundalk; already referred to, and who evidently a 
ried on November 26 by the Tribunal, receiving a sentence of бі 
und with an ‘arsenal’; one Thompson, two Parabellums, one 
assorted amr yn. He was an old time Fianna boy and 
nning a dairy shop, in poor circumstances at this time. In 1924 he had 
1 from Dundalk Jail. Prior to these ev s he had had a dispute with the R.A 
in independent inquiry, it was refused; causing him then to be arrested by 
whic h in turn resulted in Mike O'Leary and Fritz Langsdorf being 

mea 
More Farmer Arrests: There were more widespread swoops at this time, with 
m sted in counties Waterford, Kilkenny and Cork 

Mac Dermot Criticises O’ Duffy: ‘Since he resigned General O'Duffy's speeches 
| ompletely incoherent. I would implore him for the sake of his repu 
0,5 на Frank Mac Dermot in Boyle on November 26. ' At present 
: Fail is a disunited opposition. General O’Duffy in the past 
at I privately disagreed w Mac Dermot said was 


General O’Duffy, at best, was never very reliable; he had now become 


ite, and this would be highlighted in two years by his madcap 


t a 1 brigade for Spain 
І.Н. Thomas in Citizenship Wrangle: The backwoodsmen of the Tory party had 
the new Bill ^would force Irish citizenship upon everyone living in 
The Dominions Secretary compl ined ‘that the Bill did not provide for the 


His Majesty who wished to preserve their allegiance to the 
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з response was imme 


iltered, but after the 
a British subje 


should not deprive a subject of his status 
| 


ilready British subjects could not have 
t 


it will be an impertinence to call 


League of Youth Legality Case: Initiated early in the year the саз‹ had now 
Court. Put simply, it sought to confirm that the League was legal, 
erefore be banned like its three pre is a case that would 
until it ame irrelevant throug! away of the League itself 
this occasion, November 28, after O'Duffy < from the action 
the plaintiffs continued solely as the National I e Gael 
Ballindangan 2nd. Cork Brigade: In the November a resolution was 
ysed by O'Keefe; ‘that no Old LR formed as it was being 
)»bject under the new Bill for 


üch we have nothing but contempt 


Republicans in Jail: At this time ther 


ans in jail in the Free 


two only in Belfast 
Iralee: Volunteer John I А, was assaulted 1 


men. 5ome time 


Херап of Currough, f 


reported upon a 


ир of Aiken Volunteers at гє 
la at ; time from Connradh for 


Micheal Mac Liammóir, received ғ 
| produced in 


) ; 1 ao01 T 
rnmmut 1145 TAIN 


piay 1 i 


The Grand Canal, on which there w 


if blocked by [г 
Co. Limerick: 20 Blueshirts wer Ver I 
Stanley Baldwin, | ouncil, warned in the King’s speech in 


N 7 Te 


ent, on INOV 


) irming. The expansion of the 


; that Germar 


herefore would be accelerated 
\ mbx 8, at tl ge of 70. John, or Sean 


John O'Mahony died on 
Hotel, 31-32 Gardiner | 
Lincoln and Frongoch 


Hn 


sig 
1astown. Active in 1916 
ch he was elected in 


М.Р for Tyrone/ Fermanagh. He Ireaty, and remained an 
cond Dail. He was surviw Malachy, and a daugh 
xttended his funeral to Glasnevin ‹ v davs later; De Valera, Sinn Féin 
\ | and Cumann na n 

Four Meath Men were reported pleading guilty to tree felling, at the Tribunal 
I ), told of a clash of rivals at a 


ind the top men ‹ 


Clash in Bandon: The press of Friday 


in Bandon. A Mr rmer O'Duffy supporter, was 


it will help to winnow 


from the wheat 
Mexico: Four were reported shot deac hild di as a result of clashes in 


Ё Chiapas 


till inquire for 
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Before the Tribunal: 28 men from Carlow and Kilkenny appeared before the 
[Tribunal on the last day of November, on Blueshirt charges: five who refused to give 
undertakings received sentences running from twelve to eighteen months. 

Egypt: King Faud signed a decree abrogating the Constitution and dissolving 
Parliament 

Co. Limerick: Moves against the Blueshirts continued, with more arrests. 

Senator Francis Mc Guinness, of Longford, a Fine Gael supporter, was reported 
lead in December at the age of 66. A brother of Joe; put him in to get him out, elected 
from Lewes Prison for Sinn Féin on May 9, 1917 
Thurles Beet Factory: December 2, saw this, the state’s second beet factory 


opened. Mallow and Tuam would soon follow 


O'Duffy was reported iddressing a private conference in Kilkenny on the first 


ounday 

Cronin: Meanwhile in Newmarket, Co. Cork, Commdt. Cronin was referring to 
the ‘national decay’ that had occurred under Fianna Fail 

Newcastle West: Tom Mullaly and William Barrett were reported on Decembei 
the Tribunal with the attempted murder of Thomas Enright. Although 


tun 


| to be a personal dispu » th 'fused to the court, but wer« 


found not guilty 
proar in Dublin during a news 


Savoy Cinema: The screen w 
reel showing of the wedding of 500 men had invaded the cinema 


Privy Council, London, heard an appeal on December 3, regarding fishing rights 


he estuarv of the River Erne, off Ballyshannon 


ш Ludi 
Sean Russell unveiled, on December 3, a cross пе 
ehnane, murdered and mutilated or 


homes bv Tans; follo hich their bodies were dumped in a 


ir Gort to Patrick and Harry 


they had been 


Kilbarrack Cemetery: An impressive ceremony 


on Sunday, December 3, when wreaths were laid upon the 


1 executed Mountjoy, March 3 21, and Quartermaster 


re executed in Mountjoy on that 


Seanad Eireann Surprises : The results were announced on December 


dy shortlv to terminate in Fine Gael and Independents, 


Labour and Independents of Cappoquin, lost his seat 


Patrick Quinlan of Glanwor 


ial Executive of Fine Gael, was 


th rk, a farmer ind a member ot 


sent to prison for nine months at this time for 


sion of a Mauser pistol 
Swoops: More anti-Blueshirt swo 1 Co. Kilkenny and east 
nber of Blueshirts wt | December 7, from Co 


f De hon oe Eee 
The Edgeworthstown Town Tenants, in f December, held a pul 
at which v called for І.К.А support to obtain a fifty per cent 
"und rents of Dublin Brigade, declared that thei: 
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struggle was not an isolated one. It was part of the struggle against capitalism and 


imperialism in a lits forms 


Yugoslavia and Hungary: Tension was reported between these two, never 
friendly, countries. Yugoslavia had a considerable Hungarian minority close to that 
border. Reports said that they were pouring across into Hungary, then a single party 

under Admiral Horthy. For a time a serious conflict seemed to be impending 

Bram Stoker of Dracula Fame: His grandchild was reported, December 8 
engaged to Lieut. Dobbs, Royal Navy, in London. Stoker was born in Ely Place 

Italian Subjects Die: It was reported that 60 Italian subjects had been killed in a 
cross border raid from Abysinnia into the colony known as Italian Somaliland. This 
gave Italy an excuse for her later invasion. of Abysinnia 

Loyalists Wishing to Leave: Combined with the report ibove that a slice of east 
Donegal wished to join the Six Counties, the news of December 11, spoke of num 
bers of Border loyalists wishing to move across, and that some had already left and 
bx ht land close to Belfast. 

Liverpool Cathedral: The project as conceived by Sir Edwin Lutyens was now 
thought by some to be too vast. Fund raisers were discouraged by the targets set 


them. However Dr. Downey, Archbishop, was full of encouragement; he expected 


the shell to be complete in ten years’. It was never ‹ ympleted 
Senate Contest: A contest that would provide De Valera with a further excuse 
for abolition occurred when Westropp-Bennett was elected chairman on a tied vote 
28, against the Е.Е nominee Mic hael Comyn, barrister. Rubbing salt into the 
wound the casting vote against him was given by Sir William Hickie of the British 
Legion 
Tralee: Prior to a Volunteer dance being held in the gym of Ballymullen Barracks, 
Tralee, two small bombs were thrown over the wall on the evening of Friday 14 
Damage was slight, and there were no injuries 
Clonmel: In what appears to have been a rates dispute, John Slattery of ( lonmel, 
a court messenger, was said to have been kidnapped on August 25; along with 
Andrew Quirke of Carrick on Suir. Denis O'Brien of Mullinahone, charged at this 
time before the Tribunal, was found not guilty 
The International Fascist Congress in Montreux, Switzerland, was attended on 
December 17 by General O'Duffy. With support ebbing rapidly, he nonetheless 
declared; ‘our movement has made great progress among the youth of Ireland’ 
Leitrim: Terence Mc Laughlin, Corlara, Kilmore, was before the Tribunal on 
December 17 on charges of refusal to account for his movements, and possession of 
ammunition. Sentenced to six months, he received three in addition for describing 
the Tribunal as ‘this junta’, together with a refusal to recognise it 
7 Kerry Republicans were sentenced around December 22, to terms in the 
Curragh Glasshouse; Richard Eager, Maurice Quirke, Michael Evans, Timothy 
Dunwood, Patrick Dunwood, Patrick Curran and John Delaney. A fight broke out in 
the court room, with chairs and furniture hurled, before police and P.A's overcame 
ne seven 
O'Mara Shops: Following a prolonged strike during which the five grocery 


hops known as Bacon Shops remained open, staffed by part-timers, dubbed black 


simultaneously on Friday 


nd throwing much of the 


jntents about 
Mid- December: George vore had been t by Republican Congress to the 


rlorn attempt 
| 


ir paper of December 
1931 Constitution Amendment (17) Act Declared Legal: The Supreme ( 
eibbon and Murnaghan assenting, but with Chief Justice Kennedy diss 
1 the year by Col. J. Ryan, O'Duffy 
"h Court had already 


ne, following 
нану LP/Fin el, Eoin O'Duffy had withdrawn his appeal 
ppee 


Citizenship Bill: The Briti Iouse of Lords, м Lord Lucan leading for th« 
1 the Free 5 t which had already perturbed London. Ths 

Nonetheless F.I persi sted 

those whose pai 

county Ireland. It 


Soldier Tied: Limerick city soldier, Jan yons, was found chained to the rail 


the Sarsfie monument three day I ristmas with a notice 


m LR 


Cork and Muskerry Railway, 27 Miles long i£ also Blarney, was closed on 


г 28. It was one of a series ої mid-thirties arising; from restrictive 


ctorian legislation, and lack of positive central fund investment in the rail system 


Robert Flaherty, Man of Aran: Native of Aran, long resident in U.S and the pro 
cer of the film, was awarded a cinematogr iph prize in New York 
Bacon Shop Charges: Three inner cit) Dublin men, John Devlin of North King 


Leo Mc Cabe of Summerhill and Tom Hughes of Jones Road, were charged 


Mc Gloin in the District Court with participation 1n the raids on the 


pector 


on Shops chain. It emerged in evidence that since the strike commenced, and the 


vment of other staff, a constant garda watch had been maintained on the five 


Executions in Russia: Following the assassination of Sergei Kirov, in Leningrad 
(St. Petersburg) on December 1, 1934, a series ot staged trials and executions com- 
menced which proceeded for four years Announced at this time was the execution 
by firing squad of 14 said to be part of the ‘Zinoviev anti-Soviet group’. Stalin had 


taken fright at the assassination о! Kirov 
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7 ! , , uw . 
Гре place chosen Jor execution was selected та Spirit outrageous to the feelings of his 


family. They erected a scaffold on the green midway between his dwelling and his place of 


L 
worship. 


Dr. Madden on the hanging of Rev. James Porter of Greyabbey, Co. Down, 1798 
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Sligo Gun Running in 1913: A report in Ux of Janu 


rifles for Carsol n the main : 


DI 

I 

| ; 

known in connex 


tiled to pre 
O' Duffy in Waterville: 


d shown how foi 


mm was the 


| [ (fv t Y " ] 
hope of General % Lui aintain a separate Blueshirt organisatior 
resignation from U.LP Fin зае! previous 


sept mber 

Kerrv, on > reported was 5 

ompanied by 150 othe General, is to intro 

luce the co-operative system to this country, ап | to put it in a prosperous conditior 

has been done in It 

Birth of Poulaphouca Scheme: An article i lrish Press of January 
engineer; outlined the reservoir ‹ 1 hydro electric proposals for 


ommenced later that year. The Blessington Lake, as it came to be known 
Ireland's largest 
Drumm Battery Success: The experimenta! train арреаг d to be achieving a fair 
ure of success as a third train w 


Luisitania Memorial: The stone base for this impressive bronze grouj 


nmenced at Scott's Square Cobh. It would however be a considerable time 


bronze work by the brilliant but unpredictible Jerome Connor could be 
complete 
Coal-Cattle Pact Announced: A pact w ith Britain, which mitigated the effects of 
War, was announced on January 4 There would be an increase of 
per cent in the quota of non-duty cattle in exchange for the Free State importing 
ind a quarter million additional tons of coal 
[аду Lavery: Lady Lavery's death was announ ed from London on January 
U.S, she was the daughter of Edw та Martyn of Co. Galway: wed to Sir 
famous painter she was a friend of Mic hael Collins at the time of the Treaty 
gotiations; later having an intimate гє lationship with Kevin O'Higgins 
Dr. Kinnane of Waterford: Th bitter, short-lived struggle between the Bishop 
1deacon Byrne ot Mount 510n, and Frank Edwards, school teacher sup- 
Republican Congress and the L.R.A, had commenced. On Sunday, January 
> Kinnane issued for reading in all Waterford City churches a pastoral letter; 


!z»en in umi fadam i А 
occasion of ту address to you oday is the termination of a 


appointment in the ( hristian Brothers school 


Mount Sion. Gardai were present 

all churches, but no interruptions apart from a few walk-outs, were recorded. The 
Bishop would win, but not just yet 

Youghal: A round-up of men in connection with Blueshirt wire cutting was 
reported from this area 

Ceannanus: A forced sale of cattle owned by Miss Mc Cormack for non-payment 


c 
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of annuities was reported, with protestors and gardai in attendance 

Clones: A night goods train was held up, and the fireman forced off and told to 
return to the Six Counties. He, evidently, had been reported as a 'black leg' in the rail 
strike of 1933 

O'Duffy at Creggs, Co. Galway: Supported by a small attendance and 40 youths 
in blue shirts, the General was now upholding De Valera's policy of self-sufficiency 
arising from the Economic War 

Bacon Shops: 23 men were charged on January 7 in Dublin District Court with 
besetting' the shops by picketing outside. 

Dr. Kinnane: The Army Council of the LR.A in a statement on January 9, chal 
lenged the Bishop to state in what way its aims and constitution were 'sinful 
Throwing in some plámás, they referred to 'some of his kinsmen having played a 
notable part in the fight for Irish independence. 

Mexico: 5000 students were reported to have attacked the headquarters of the 
Red Shirts there; shots being exchanged 

Census: The report of the 26 Counties population for 1926 gave a new low at 
2,971,992 

Dawson Bates: Six County Minister for Home Affairs; he announced a ban on 
January 10, for Armagh City Hall, where two Republican prisoners would be wel- 
comed home 

Drogheda: The elected Corporation members, heretofore attired in ceremonial 
red robes, voted that they be now changed to green 

Airport at Fairview: Frank Gibney, Dublin architect and planner, displayed his 
proposal in the Irish Press of January 11, showing the feasibility of placing a new 
Airport on reclaimed land east of the railway, adjacent to Fairview and East Wall 

Kinnane Reply: Dr. Kinnane, in the same issue, made a long reply to the LR.A 
and Congress, that indeed these organisations were sinful and irreligious 

Barrister Mc Enery: When John Kelly of Cork Street was arraigned on the charge 


of kidnap before the Tribunal on January 11, he stated that as a Republican he would 


not recognise the court. Without taking evidence, he was acquitted and discharged 

The Truth About Hitler's Germany, the title of a lecture intended for Rathmines 
Iown Hall on January 13 was not delivered by Ernst Toller, exiled German writer, 
then resident in London. Pleading illness, he had been dissuaded by J.W Dulanty, 
Free State High Commissioner, not to attend. Organised by a short-lived group, the 
Labour League Against Fascism, the top names of the organisers were Owen 
Sheehy-Skeffington, Peadar O'Donnell, Dr. A.J. Laventhal, Dorothy Woodman of 
London, and Sean Murray of С.РІ. 

Armagh: That banned prison reception was held on January 13, at Milford, Co 
Armagh, with 200 present, when an address was given by Pádraig Mac Logan, M.P. 

Saar Vote: Overwhelmingly, the mineral rich valley adjacent to Alsace, admin- 
istered by the League of Nations, voted 90% to adhere to Germany, with only 0.4% 
favouring France, and 8.87%, the League 

Rathcarne Gaeltacht: De Valera's brainchild, a gaeltacht on the rich land of Co. 
Meath, appeared closer to fruition on January 14, with the announcement that 900 


acres had been purchased. 


The Edwards Dispute: 1 {.А and Congress issued further statements, whil 
school children staged a one day strike in Waterford city 
Claddagh Fades: New two storey local authority houses were rising in th 


1y seafaring suburb to replace the typical thatched roof bothans of people 


whom still spoke Irish. Contrasting photos appeared in the Irish " 


January 17 
Zinovieff and Kameneff: Top leaders of the Bolshevik revolution, were charged, 


with 14 others, with setting uj :cret terrorist centre under the exiled Trotsky 
euiltv on Tanuary 16, all were eventually shot, although the first report wa 


two were sentenced to ten years and five years 


An attempt, reported January 21, was made in the public street to kid 


wrv man, but, upon being observed, the attackers гап 


І ^ 
ies Ioman, a young INeW 


Dom Sweetman of Mount Saint Benedict, addressing a meeting of 400 farmers 


Rathoe, Co. Carlow, in January, called for a state bank and for control of credit 


‘Guests of the Nation’, based upon the Frank O'Connor novel, and said to be the 
ilm made solely in Ireland, had its first showing on January 20, at the Dublin 
Theatre, with the author, Sheila Richards, actress, and I lilton Edwards, present 


; with O'Connor's imprisonment in the Free State during the Civil 


Bagenalstown: Seven Co. Carlow men were reported on January 22 charged 


with an attack upon the Aiken Volunteers 

Limerick: Four men from the city were reported, on January 25, receiving sen 
; ranging from three months to 15 for a recent affair when a former LR.A sol 
was chained to a gate. Their names were given as Edward Hannigan, 
Christopher Harris, Dan Quaid and John Roche 


Cork City: 12 men, in a 20 minute incursion upon the Freemason H.Q in Tuckey 


guests were present Shots were 


Street, disrupted an annual dinner, at which 70 male 


fired in the air, furniture was disarranged, w hile crockery and food was thrown 


bout 


Lieut. Russell Plane Crash: The descent 
Terenure Road in Sepember, was w itnessed from his home 


of an Air Corps plane attempting to 


land on the roadway neat 
by his horrified brother Col. Charles Russell. Private 
fire ball after striking a tree, while Sergeant L. Canavan was thrown clear. 

Waterford City: 800 men paraded in the city 
tion with the Frank Edwards protest At Mass on the same day, Dr. Kinnane and Rt 
Rev. Mons Byrne continued their vigorous denunci 

Louis N Le Roux, author of Patrick H. Pearse, was reported in the Irish Press of 
January 28 speaking in Limerick on 'Impressions of 19 
ly began with Tone, Neilson, Russell, and the rest in 1795 upon Cave Hill 

Irade Pact with Germany: The Free 5tate was reported on January 29 having 


signed a trade pact with German 


: D. Toomey died with him in the 
on Sunday, January 27, in connec- 


ations 


16'. 1916, said the author, real- 


v, whereby Germany would take one pound of Irish 
goods for every three pounds purchased bv the Free State. From now on these short- 
term trade pacts with a number of countries would be a means of moving the Free 


State, to a small degree, out of its dependence on Britain 
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Mary Mac Swiney was in Anglesboro, Mitchelstown, on January 28, at a rally 
called to aid the Liam Lynch memorial project. Alluding to Republican Congress - 
already as a group of little consequence - she declared that their chief crime had been 
to split the LR.A and to put a social and economic programme before the need first 
to obtain political freedom. 

Boxer Jack Doyle: A farewell dinner was given in Dublin on January 29 to aspi- 
rant boxer Jack Doyle, late of the Irish Guards, before departing on a world heavy- 
weight career 

Burning of Volunteer Hall: The official report, undated, notes, about this time, 
the burning of a Volunteer Hall at Clonmel, and also attacks on Aiken Volunteers at 
Lixnaw and Mountcool, Co. Kerry. 

Tiger King of Aran was reported on February 1 setting out for London to dis- 
cuss his future in films. 

Inner Mongolia: As the Japanese opened an onslaught on this enormous land 
locked province of northern China, on January 31, Russia, in possession of Outer 
Mongolia, fortified its eastern frontiers. 'Let enemies try our borders' warned War 


Minister Tuchachevsky from Moscow. 
Ruling Rejected: The Council of the National Athletic and Cycling Association, 
meeting February 3, in Wynn's Hotel, rejected 27 to 24, the ruling of the internation 


al body favouring Britain by limiting its jurisdiction to 26 counties. P.C. Moore, its 
President, and a nationalist solicitor, presided. Support for the outside body was led 
by Dublin County Board under E.G. Duffy who called for compliance with the inter- 
national body. Within two years there would be a cleavage. 

Thomas Carnduff, Playwright, of Belfast, a Protestant shipyard worker, was 
about to have his play, Castlereagh, on Belfast around 1798, produced at the Abbey 
Theatre 

Kanturk: Eoin O'Duffy referred here to the 'New Land League’, recently found 
ed in Cork city. It had his approval, he declared, and would be supported by his 
non-political Blueshirt organisation'. In Cashel, Patrick Belton, T.D, speaking to 250 
Blueshirts, endorsed the League, although its future would be short-lived 

Templemore: A report of February 5, recounted the trial of Kieran Holland of 
that district, sentenced to five years by the Military Tribunal for an armed attack on 
the home of James Kinnane, rate collector, on December 29. He had fired from 100 
yards through a window. 

Grace Plunkett, née Gifford, of 11 Nassau Street, who had married, in his cell on 
eve of execution, Joseph Mary, entered an action that she should be a beneficery 
under the will of Dr. J.J. Cranny, his uncle, of 17 Merrion Square, who had died in 
1904, but who had at that time willed that the proceeds of his estate go to the chil- 
dren of his sister, Josephine, Countess Plunkett. The action was taken against George 
Noble, Count Plunkett, and the Countess. The estate largely derived from the 
Crannys, whose residence once was Muckross convent, and who had built or owned 
much of Marlborough, Elgin, Clyde and other roads. 

Youghal: Three young men from this neighbourhood were sentenced by the 
Military Tribunal on February 4, to two years each for cutting telegraph wires, and 
placing a sleeper across the line, on behalf of the Blueshirt organisation 
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Batt O'Connor, former Cumann na nt зае! T.D an irlier a close confident of 


Michael Collins, died at his home on Eglington Road, Donnybrook, on February 6 


Born in Brosna, Co. Kerry, he had gone to the U.S as a bricklayer; returned, and 


ioined Connradh and the LR.B. Easter Week found him in Kerry. A prosperous 


Ider later in Donnybrook; Brendan Road is named after his son, and it was 
oncrete floors of one those houses that he buried the gold of the Dail 
loan; gold which he restored to the Free 5tate in December 1922. Widespread cross 
party sympathy followed his deceas 
Donaghmore, Tyrone: In a series of house searches by R.U.C under D.I Coulson 
one voung man was arrested 
Citizenship Bill: Under a Bill circulated ‹ 


everv pt rson not a citi- 
"en of the Free State would be considered an alien 


Northlight Razor Blades: The opening in converted buildings of this factory 


celebrated on February 8, in Enniscorthy 


Helena Moloney gave a talk to Sinn Féin at 16 Parnell Square on the history of 


the run-up to 1916 
Co. Longford: Four raiders, wearing part garda uniform, forced their way into 
the home of Gerald More-O Ferrall, Lissard, near I dgeworthstown, on the evening 
ebruary 10, while a small dinner party, consisting of father, son Richard, daugh- 
er Мајогіе, and two guests was in progress Arising from a dispute by ground ten 
ants of the Saunderson estate, the LR.A sought to tar and feather Gerald, the agent, 
but fath ind son rose to resist the intrusion and in so doing, both were shot at; 
Richard dying in St. Vincent's Hospital, ten davs later. A cigarette case deflected a 
bullet directed at Gerald 
Dundalk: Aiken's Volunteers had been aw arded the run-down military barracks 


Н.О and 300 of them paraded in the town on February 10 
= І 


Casement: The chaplain, Very Re\ Тоћа T. Nicholson, appointed chaplain of the 


1 
I 


in Germany in the months prior to 1916, died in Wyoming, U.S on 
^ native of Tubbercurry, he had been asked by Joe Mc Garrity to join 
Casement in Germany - the U.S being still neutral - which he did; remaining five 
months until the departure of C asement for Ireland; he ‹ ontinued afterwards to hold 
Casement in reverence 
Abysinnia: Following fronter incidents the Italian government, as reported on 
February 13, issued an ultimatum to Addis Ababa 

U.S Airship Macon came down in the sea off California on February 11, with its 

crew of 83, of whom all but two were res« ued. The Macon was commissioned in 
1 1933: disasters such as this would turn the U.S away from the lighter than air 
lirigible 

National Gallery Attendant, Patrick T. Mc Guinness, formerly of the Army 
Comrades Assoc iation was sentenced to six months by the Tribunal on February 13 
for possession of a 45 Webley rev olver. 

J.H. Thomas, Dominions Secretary: Speaking in the ¢ onstitutional Club 
London on February. 14, while pleading Britain's desire for reconc iliation and peace 
reminded his Tory listeners that in the Irish situation 'there were two questions that 
were fundamental, namely the sanctity of agreements and continued membership of 


wono 
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ht to Crumlin Koad 
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operating 
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sts and £1 


or £200, a new 


followers found them 
Mountjoy, but ince not to beset the shops 

welcome by Coi 
O'Donnell in his addre unarmed strategy 


a" 


revolution’. But is there su 


such a proce 
Disputations in Kerry: Kerry LR.A 
d in a long polemic in the newspapers on their relative positions. The press 


been for some time 


February 16 brought another demar 
Anti-Volunteer Activity: Attacks were reported from 
iw and Mountcool, in Kerry 


Berlin: Two women, on February 18, we illegedly for betraying 
irmy plans to invade Poland. They were named as 


atzmer; the latter having stolen the documents from the Ministry 
Richard Hayward played the lead part in Castlereagh 


ss von Berg and Frau von 


the Thomas Carnduff play; 
the Belfast Repertory Company staging it, being given a warm welcome in Dublin 


Torchlight: In Nenagh on February 18, Tom Power and Sean Gleeson were wel 
ed home by torchlight, at a meeting addre 11 


беа by Con Lehane and Tom Barry 


Non-Party Blueshirts: A new headquarters of the O'Duffy Blueshirts, now 


'an responsible for organising the Mc Mahon murder, (when five of a family in their 
lesser known killings 
n and District Inspector Harrison, head of the 


ime were wiped out), and for many other was Detective Inspector 


tive Division. They were given 
nd in organising a counter-insurgency unit in east Belfast, killing Catholics with 
impunity. As a result Nixon and Harrison were folk heroes in east Belfast. Tim Pat Coogan in 
Michael Collins 


eague 


Clonmult: There was a large turn out on February <4, for t 1ual commen 
ist Co B 1 Xt the s cing ral [ ›аггу address 


Clonmel: The Pla\ r hall, new О of Aiken Volunte« was fired on February 


rior to a dance 


Belfast: A «€ le was throw on the ight of February 25 in 


into Queen Street 


Writers Frank O'Conn: and deal Faolain sounded a protest on the 


yposal 


nfession of ае! 


Bacon Shops Dispute: Three 


y2 
1 1t this time 74 bos 
Glencree Reformatory was known as at this time 74 boys 


On Februarv 27 a fire occurred in the boiler house, causing only slight 
he reformatory was formerly a barrack built, togetl with a military 
curb Michael Dwyer 


O'Duffv on U.LP/EG: 'They gave me a dirtier deal than ever I experienced in my 
declared the General at a meeting, February 28, in Loughrea 


Ww hole Career 
Press Readership: Starting, August 1931, with a readership of 56,821, the Irish 


t this time had a circulation of 103,23 
Only Escape’: The corporative system declared O'Duffy from his group's new 


rse Street, was Ireland's only means of escape from ¢ ipitalism or com- 


Revolt in Greece: Led by the veteran politican, M. Venizelos, a revolt had bro- 
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ken out on March 3 against the Athens government. Mixed naval and army units 
controlled portions of the island of Crete and Macedonia 

Gorey: A cross was unveiled at this time in St. Michael's Cemetery to the mem 
ory of Commdt. S.R. Etchingham, Capt. Clince, Vol. Т. Dugdale, Vol. F. Stephens and 
Adjutant V. Coughlan. Dr. P. Synott performed the ceremony 

British Army Costs: The upkeep cost throughout the world was estimated at 
£43m 

Tunnel to Scotland? A South Belfast M.P, W.J. Stewart, was advocating at this 
time a tunnel or bridge linkage, eleven miles long, from Torr Head to the Mull of 
Kintyre 

Maud Gonne was reported on March 8 speaking to the Universities Republican 
Club in Ely Place on the economic effects of the Reformation 

Fr. O'Flanagan: Emmet was recalled by Fr. Michael O'Flanagan in the Sinn Féin 
rooms. Padraig Pearse, he declared, had referred to Tone, Davis. Mitchell and Lalor, as 
the four evangelists of Irish nationality. Pearse, said the speaker, was tempted to add 
two more; Parnell and Emmet. With Catholics forming 74 per cent of the population of 
Ireland, Fr. O'Flanagan was puzzled why they had only one out of the six evangelists. 

Greek Revolt Ends: M. Venizelos and his close adherents, their revolt collapsing, 

it sanctuary in Italy 

Joe Smart of Hendrick Street, a friend of Countess Markievicz and also involved in 
the Custom House attack of May 1921 and other actions, was reported deceased on 
March 14 

Mecca: Three men, armed with daggers, attempted on March 15, to assassinate 
King Ibn Saud, at this time making a ritual circuit of the sacred Kaaba; the meteorite 


which decended aeons earlier upon where the city stands. Guards shot all three men 


dead upon the spot 

Irish Light Bulbs: J.J. Walsh, industrial entrepreneur and former Minister, 
announced on March 16, that his light bulb factory Solus Teo, was shortly to commence 
production at Bray 

Torch Emblem: ЕЕ was promoting, in a colour advertisement, the Torch emblem, 
in opposition to the Easter Lily. 

O'Duffy Rally in Cashel: 2000 in blue shirts, with girls in blouses, under Capt. T 
Quinlan, attended an O'Duffy rally in Cashel on March 17; the occasion being followed 
bya dance 

Conscription in Germany: The German government had announced conscription 
for its armed forces, causing Britain to address a note that this was ‘calculated serious 
ly to increase unease in Europe’ 

Tralee: Det. Sergt. Reynolds was fired upon on the evening of March 18, by a rifle, 
close to Abbey Street barrack. A bullet struck him, but was deflected by the weapon in 
his pocket 

Tram and Bus Strike in Dublin: Army lorries would provide a skeletal service fol 
lowing a transport strike in Dublin which had commenced on the St. Patrick's week- 
end. Both rail companies had refused to offer their buses for this purpose 

ES Annual Budget: Estimates for the total outlay on the public services 1935-1936 


3,737,710. 


came to £28,737,7 
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Immoral Films': Concern was being shown in a report of March 23 at the 'flood 


of immoral films' entering the Free State 


Co. Kerry: Ten young Kerry men appeared before the Tribunal, in a report of 


of riotous assembly at Licken, Glencar. The trouble was said 

to have been provoked bv local Blueshirts after a house dance was inte rrupted by 
and stones fired through window 

Travel Arrangements: The Great Southern Railways was advertising train excur 


sions to Clonmel, with linking buses to Newcastle, for the Liam Lynch unveiling or 
April 7 
Shooting in Dublin: A report of March 25 told of two punishment shooting: 
near midnight in Dublin. Sergt. Loc khart and Garda O'Leary were shot in the legs in 
Grafton Street when three men on bicycles rode up to them. A guard outside th« 


1 Press office on Burgh Quay was also fired upon. Both incidents were deemed to 


be related to the tram and bus strike 

Liverpool Cathedral: A difficulty had arisen in the very large order for Wicklow 
granite envisaged for use in the cladding of the edifice. Due to an import tariff th« 

ment considered that it would be uneconomical to supply the stone 

at the price expec ted 

Lieut. Fullerton had a stone unveiled to him in the cemetery, James Street; the 
area in which he had lived. The stone was unveiled by Donal O Donnchadha of 
G.H.Q. Lieut. Fullerton had been in the Citizen Army under Сотта. Michael 
Mallin, and afterwards in the Fourth Battalion 

Limerick City Old LR.A, on March 25, called for the release of all Republican 
prisoners 

Muinntear na Tire debated in Mount Mellary at this time that ‘capitalism, as it 
now exists, is honey combined with injustice, and is digging its own grave’. The lead 
talk was given by Verv Rev. Canon Kelleher, of St. John's College, Waterford 

All Ireland Will Be There: The press was at this time giving somewhat muted 


publicity to the impending unveiling of the Liam Lynch round tower on the 
Knockmealdown slope above Newcastle on April 7 

Who Wrote The 1916 Proclamation? In a talk by J.J. Bouch, assistant librarian at 
the National Library, he expressed the opinion that Р.Н. Pearse was responsible for 
the literary composition of the Proclamation, with traces of amendments by James 
Connolly, and possibly also by Tomas Mc Donagh 
guard in Liberty Hall, from type supplied by W.H. West of Capel Street. The plates 
an irregularity upon the printed sheet. It had also 
is now a bronze tablet upon the building) that 


2500 copies were printed under 


were in two parts, resulting in 


emerged in recent times (and there 


the Proclamation was signed by the seven on the evening ot the Wednesday prior to 


Easter, in an upstairs room of the Wyse Power house at 21 Henry Street, where 
as the Irish Farm Produce Company 


Jennie's parents traded 
Monaghan, was sentenced on March 25, on a 


John Clerkin of Castleshane, Co 
at Belfast, to one month, before Mr. H. Topping R.M 


document charge 
As a result of LR.A interference in the tram and bus 


Dublin: Mass Arrests: 


strike, the government struck overnight on March 26, arresting 43, some of whom, 
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'adar O'Donnell, Mick Price, and Roddy Connolly, were speedily 
xpecting a round-up, Maurice Twomey, Sean Mac Bride and Sean Russell 
t home. Those held were removed to the Curragh Glasshouse 
Broadcasting: Dr. T.J. Kiernan, secretary to the High Commissioner in London, was 
announced, March 27, as the new Director of Broadcasting. His wife was the tradi 
tional singer Delia Murphy 


Statement: Published in the ‘SS arch 28 was ; iz statement from the 


Army Council of the I.R.A that the Dublin tr strike has assumed an aspect 


that removed it from the sphere of ordinary tra 

Security Pact: Anthony Eden, British Foreign Secretary, was at this time explor- 
ing the possibility of a European Security Pact | Maxim Litvinov, Soviet Foreign 
vhich he had a heart to heart talk with Stalin, accompanied by Lord 
ton; at which also were present M. Molotov and M. Maisky, U.S.S.R ambas 

idor to Britain. Germany and Italy would not be invited to join 
De Valera Defends: At a National Executive meeting of ЕЕ, De Valera went on 
the offensive over the recent swoop; 'there was only one thing for a government to 


do where an avowedly military organisation with arms at its disposal interferes in a 


Communist Meeting Broken Up: A street pavement meeting at Cathal Brugha 
Street, addressed by Sean Murray, was broken up on March 29, when a crowd of 
about 300 marched chanting 'we don't want communism in Ireland' 

Power's Wolfhound: On page 3 of Irish Press of March 30, appeared a very fine 
picture of an Irish wolfhound (in plaster), by Albert Power R.H.A. For the purpose 
of the Lynch unveiling, two wolfhounds were in fact positioned on the base. These 


were later removed as it was intended to have them cast in bronze, but due to a 
shortage of funds this was not then done.* A local committee has since raised funds 
ind placed four Wolfhounds there 

Cork: A brand new rubber factory, promoted by Dunlop, was soon to open in 
Cork, and 300 men were about to start work there 

Danzig: [he so-called free city under the tutelage of the League of Nations 
Council in Geneva, had as its High Commissioner, the Irishman Sean Lester. The city 
on the Baltic was at the mouth of the Polish Corridor, which strip of land, no more 
than the width of an Irish county, was of deep strategic interest to Germany, as 1t 

'parated its land mass from the province of East Prussia. As a consequence of his 

independent stand Lester was under pressure from the Nazi inc lined Senate gov 
erning the city. The Nazi daily of late August accused him of being partisan in sup 
port of Poland, the other considerable interest in the city. Meanwhile Julius Streicher 
and Herr Rust, the Minister for Education, arrived to address election meetings. 


* One of the wolfhounds was exhibited in 1935 at the Royal Hibernian Academy of Arts 
Power's wife was the model for the Sphinxes on the rebuilt Gresham Hotel; for the « arved 
panel at the base and the impressive coat of arms Earlier in 1911, he carved the figure of 
Science, upon what is now Government Buildings, in Merrion Street, Power also recorded 

on his deathbed, and modelled the death mask of Collins, following his return 

k, to St. Vincent's Hospital, then in Leeson Street and St. Stephen's Green In both of 
er works he was assisted medically by Dr. St. John Gogarty, who paradoxically, the I.R.A 
i to assassinate, and whose mansion at Renvyle they fired. The reason being howev 


id voted for the Army Powers Resolution or ‘Murder Bill’ of September 1922 
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Minister for Leag 


Eden Departs: Anthony Eder 
from Moscow after three days where he had 


European security pact. Berlin described the 


Twin Brothers: Maud Gonne, in her weekly stree rer meeting, Sundays, at 


hal Brugha Street, was describing De Valera and Cosgrave as ‘like twin brothers 


| their treatment of Republicans' 
Pearse Mc Loughlin, of St. Peter's Теп owth, afterward 

London, was, in late March, sentenced to 
{ 


involvement with Special Branch теп outside Marino post office. Sua 


Et nn, he called as he left the dock 


Rathmines: The National Graves Association under secretary, Sean Fitzpatrick 
Bernard Nolan (present at the ambush), unveiled a cross at Rathmines Roa 

commemorating Section ommander Christopher Reynolds, оё 

ans, afterwards dying in hospital on April 1, 


1921 


Bean Cathal Вгирһа was informing readers on April 1, that her son, Ruairi, then 
17, was being held in the Bridewell for posting bills relating to the forthcom- 


Lynch unveiling, and also publicising the sale of Easter lilies. He was 


'd after some days 


Iram and Bus Strike: The men voted at this time against a return to work 


'spite numbers of conciliation meetings the strike continued for 76 days 


Russell Meets De Valera: T.P Coogan in his De Valera notes a 'secret meeting 
era at which the Q. M put forward a 


this month between Sean Russell and De \ 


proposal for co-operation with Fianna Fáil over a five year period provided he 
undertook to declare a Republic for ill Ireland at the end of it. While it appears in 
the circumstances to have been unworkable, Twomey learned of it, most probably 


afterwards. Russell is said to have had one other meeting with De Valera in 1938 


when De Valera again rejected his overtures 
More-O'Ferrall Case: Four young men, strongly protesting innocence, appeared 
it a special court in Longford charged with the death or Richard More-O'Ferrall on 
Fe bru у 9, They were John 'Nipper Shanley of Dromod, a well known county foot- 
of Dromod; his twin brother, John, and 


baller; Jimmy Joe Reynolds, insurance agent 
William (Billy) Mulligan, of Ward's Terrace, Longford 

The Poblacht Office in St. Andrew Street, was visited by detectives on April 1, 
when Terrv Ward, acting editor, was warned that he must not publish statements 
from an illegal organisation. At this stage the LR.A was not yet a declared illegal 
1isation, save in the Six Counties, and would not be until June 18, 1936, under 
Article 2 A 


Inishmore, Aran: The first aeroplane to land here; a twin seater monoplane, 
landed and took off from the island, with its gentleman pilot and female passenger, 


on April 1 
Wire Cutting In North Cork, doubtless by Blueshirts, was widespread. Poles 
were sawn, resulting in phones being disrupted, and trains being delayed due to sig- 


nal difficulties 


Spain: А cabinet crisis was reported on April 3, due to the leader of the Catholic 
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Party, Gil Robles, pressing to be included in the cabinet. He later supported Franco 


from exile 

Sinn Féin: Holding their regular open air meeting at Cathal Brugha Street F1 
Michael O'Flanagan, and 'Sceilg' made the prisoners, and the pressure upon Ал 

blacht, the centrepiece of their address 

The Folklore Commission, announced the resumption of 'work abandoned a 
hundred years ago' after Eugene O'Curry and John O'Donovan, the antiquarian had 


d. by the withdrawl of funds, to discontinue the Derry survey, known also 


DY 


De Valera Challenges U.K to an all-Ireland plebiscite whether the Six Counties 


to 


would wish to enter an all-Ireland Republic. He was replying in the Senate 
Senator Milroy of Fine Gael. He did however admit that, since the Statute of 


Westminister of December 1931, ' › was more power under the Treaty than I had 


anticipated 


Bond Repayment: The government had decided to repay in full the American 


Irish bondholders although few were seeking this. On April 3 the first repayment 
cheque was handed over in New York by ambassador Michael Mc White 

German Air Strength: Hitler informed Foreign Secretary Sir John Simon at this 
time that the German air arm was now numerically equal to the British 

Easter Lily: A front page add in colour carried the announcement that ‘in 1935 
Republican Ireland will again wear the Easter Lily 

No Sunday Dancing: Under a recent Local Government enactment in the North, 
Belfast police announced a Sunday ban henceforth on indoor entertainments, listing 
dancing, singing, music and boxing 

Aiken's Volunteers: Introducing a Defence vote of £1.5 m, Minister Aiken 
innounced that the number in his new force had reached 22,000. 25 new sluagh halls 
would be built 

Casement Brigade: Survivors from the pre-1916 brigade formed by Sir Roger in 
Germany, and which it had been thought might be employed in Ireland, were invit 
ed to march in the government organised march past the G.P.O on Easter Sunday 
wearing those uniforms which had survived 

Longford: A newspaper described it as a 'dense cheering crowd' assembled out- 
side the courthouse to greet the four accused in the More-O' Ferrall affair. 

The Lynch Tower: The Irish Press of April 5, carried upon its front page a fine 
photograph of the sixty foot high rubble stone tower ere ted close to where Liam 
Lynch fell 

Goering Pledged not to occupy the free city of Danzig by force; at the same time 
declaring that 'Germany is inseparable from the Swastika 

League of Youth: The protracted hearing in the High Court action seeking to 
have the League declared lawful continued on April 4. By the time that the court 
would be satisfied, the League, successor to the Blueshirts, would have ceased to 
exist 

Litriá, no Litriugheadh: Seán Toibín M.A, made a case in the Irish Press of April 
5, for a simplified form of spelling in the Irish language. Fifteen years later this was 
accomplished by the translation staff of An Dáil under Liam O Rinn. 


Turf As a Source of Power: A talk by Robert №. Tweedy with the title, Pow: 
m Peat:How Russia Uses It, was delivered in the Engineers’ Hall, Dawson Street 


ittended by Sean Mac Entee, P] Little and Frank Aiken 

Liam Lynch: The retreat up the Knockmealdown Mountain and the mortal 
wound he suffered on April 10, was described in the Irish Press of April 6 by Oclach, 
whose identity was not disclosed, but most lil vas Moss Twomey, Sean Hyde, 
Bill Quirke or Frank Aiken, who accompanied him on the fateful withdrawal 

John L. Sullivan: The Blueshirt leader in west Cork, with his brother, local direc- 
tor of the League of Youth, of Carrigroe, Clonakilty, was detained at this time 

Numbers Unemployed: Official returns stood at 137,628 for male and female 
unemployment 

Water Shortage: Prior to the completion of the Blessington lakes, Dublin con 
suming forty gallons per capita, suffered a water shortage, (It now consumes 85 gal- 

r capita, but forty percent is lost by outworn pipe work) 
Unveiled: The Lynch tower was unveiled on Sunday, April 7. Photographs show 

'pt attendance of 10,000, with Maurice Twomey, Chief of Staff, flanked 

by John Toe Sheehy and Brian O'Higgins (Brian na Banban). Two Irish wolfhounds 


by Albert Power graced the base. In plaster, they were removed shortly after, and 
1 


funds never allowed for their replacement in bronze. Sheehy recited a decade in 
O'Higgins, not fazed by the weather, which had « nverted the track across the 
1 into a raging torrent, gave a lengthy address" 
The Danzig Poll gave the Nazis 60 per cent in the Senate 
Céilí Only: Cashel Urban Council, on a proposition by M.F. Davern ЕЕ, second- 


ed by P. Phillips of Labour, voted that in future only céilí dancing could be per- 


formed in the Town Hall 


League of Youth Hearings: After close questioning bv state counsel, Commdt 
Cronin declared that ‘any officer of doubtful character went with O'Duffy’ 

Lords on Citizenship Act: The claims made in the Act continued to trouble the 
House of Lords. Its effect would be, announced Lord Danesfort, that British citizens 
resi ‚ in Ireland, would loose that status, while О.К citizens would now be 
regarded as aliens 

Rathcarne Gaeltacht: Eleven Irish speaking families from the 


were conveyed there on April 12 


> west of Ireland, 


Easter Ceremonies: Sean Russell, Acting Secretary of the National 


Commemoration Committee, announced on April 12, that there would be 50 cere- 
monies throughout Ireland. 

North Kerry: John Mc Elligott, Michael O'Brien, Tom O'Brien, Edward Whitson, 
John Healy and Edward Fuller, were charged before the Tribunal on April 12, with 
entering a house and removing two volunteer uniforms. Refusing to recognise the 
court they were given each three months, with three months being added for con- 
tempt 
Torch Emblem: Another colour advertisement appeared for the F. F emblem 


Dr. Mark Ryan, old Fenian of London had his portrait by Leo Whelan R.H.A, 


presented to the Hugh Lane (Munic ipal) Gallery 


t now exists was not then in existence 


Museum Exhibits: 


na special 


Torch Rejected: 


Easter Sunday Report: Pu 


ichulainn by Oliver 


1Cé +000 marche 


here they were 


Con Lehane wa 
months; the 
ilate Lehan« 

ord 
Valsh of Queen Street 
months eacl hey irged with membership of an 


ilthough as stated еа the LR.A wa t a declared ill 


Five Other Dubliners Were Sentenced a day following; each to six months. Sean 
Ё Clonliffe Road, Jim Col Ё Lower Вис пат Street, John Kelly of 


Michael Neary of Ring Str immy innigan of Gardiner's Row, and 


irwood of Kilmainh 
Germany: In the name of safeguarding the independence of the press, the Nazi 


ernment announced a total ban on Catholic dailies and publications on April 25 


Tom Barry was arraigned for trial by the Tribunal, as reported on April 26. With 


üm were two acknowledged Communists; Jack Stapleton and Christy Clarke of 


Dublin. Objecting that a collective trial was intended to confuse the public, the 


[ribunal agreed then to separate the trials. < 1. Meehan in evidence stated that 
vhen he questioned Barry at Union Quay station, Cork, to explain the policy of the 
LR.A, Barry promptly answered:- 

Го compel the British forces to leave Ireland 

[o overturn the two dominion parliaments 

Го stop the exploitation of people by foreign interests 

Го finally break the connection with England 

Го restore to the people the unfettered control of our own 

destinies and resources, while promoting their cultural independence 

Prosecuted by William Blake S.C, instructed by J.S O'Connor, solicitor; he was 
sentenced to six months on charges of refusing to account for his movements and fo: 
membership of an unlawful association. The Fianna Fáil government removed the 


ban on the LR.A, he declared; so far as he knew, it had not been reimposed 
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i day later in troubled areas; the trouble being induced by drunken Orange celebra 
tions of the 25th. anniversery of King George V. Inevitably there was to be a royal 


visit, with the Duke of Gloucester arriving in the city. Meanwhile Catholic mill girls 


came under attack. The Duke himself would be protected by 1500 police and mili 


tary spaced along the kerbsides from City Hall to Balmoral 
Dundalk: Arrested on May 9 were Richard Goss and Tom Walsh of Long 


venue, Bernard Murphy of Hill Street, and James Finnegan of Castletown Road 
All were charged in the case of Mrs. Mc Grory of Chapel Street, but all would be 
found not guilty later on 

Dublin: Another garda shot in Dublin, stated a headline. It occurred at the end 


»f Leeson Street entering St. Ste 


phen's Green, where four youths were painting pris- 
oner slogans on the foot path. The garda received an arm and a leg wound 


Poland: Marshal Pilsudski, politician and soldier; and dictator from 1926, died 


n May 12, aged 68. Hitler and many world statesmen attended in Warsaw at his 
Catholic Mass 
Connolly Commemoration: 5000 attended a commemoration at the G.P.O upon 


inniversary, May 12, of his execution in Kilmainham 


Dübhglas de h-Ide: Presented with a scroll and wallet on May 


13 at University 
College F Terrace, was Douglas Hyde; a future President. Distinguished 
i Hast the citation read (a gaelige) with a laudatory address by 

idraig O Siochfradha (An Seabhac), Ex M Neill and Valera 


Kilmallock: Commdt. Cronin was charged on May 13, following a meeting 


ittended by 150 Blueshirts in Lord Edward Street; insults being freely exchanged 
Derry: Coinciding with the arrival of t! uke of Gloucester, under heavy secu 
Derrv; fire broke out in the Chapter Hou: f the Cathedral, but it was found 


by an electrical fault. The | e th inspecte x-service men 


Mussolini delivered 


un, in Rome on 


Sceilg' and Sons Arrested: J.J. ( and Mortimer, were 


ne, Botanic Road on May 4, after a six | r struggle by the sher 
o enforce a disputed £15 income ta e. They had held them off 
hind barricaded doors and barrk і window [he heavy 
ondemned by Fr. O'Flanagatr ta 1 il Brugha Street S.F meet 
n the following day 
Father of Ethna Carbery, Antrim poet The ! yf May 15, had an inter 
sting half page article by Séamus O Neil ‚ he had been 
in '67, while his son James had р 


1 


xpenditure 


The Fourth EF Budget announce 


ined of £32,485,500 

Malachi Quinn of O'Hagan Street Brigid's 

e, Dundalk, were charge ivil Authoriti 

Act. Quinn was singled out for у nade a statement ‘likely to 
murdered three local 


Mc Aruff and Morgan. A fi f pounds was imposed 


Andy Skelton of | 


James Kelly 


Peter Mcl Jonnell 
unal ree 
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33. In Dublin. Justice O'Byrne awarded £200 to another plaintiff on a similar com 
plaint 
Archbishop Clune: Clare born Irishman, of Perth, Western Australia, who had 


been involved from December 1, 1920, through David Lloyd George, in seeking 


peace for Ireland, and uncle of Conor Clune, killed a fortnight earlier in Dublin 

istle, died in Perth, aged 71, on May 24 
Sean Lester, Northern Protestant, nationalist and two year League of Nations 
ommissioner, in the free city of Danzig, and now under pressure from its Nazi 
'd Senate, was promised, in a report of May 25 'full support' by the Council 

е Leagut 

France: Panic buying of across-the-counter gold foretold that France would soon 
Іа standard; the gold support being 25 per cent of the currency 


' government, to save the franc and remain with gold, intro- 


iced a restrictive bill, but that also was to fáil within days 


Brian O'Higgins, addressing an aeridheacht in his native county, at Mullaghea, 
Ceannanus, paid special tribute to the Fianna tre op present. You have been 25 

irs in existence, he told them, and in that time you have never strayed from the 
path of independence. Fianna Eireann was founded by Constance Markievicz in 


1909 


Michael Sullivan, of Headford, Co. Kerry, was reported on May 29, sentenced 


іх months by the Tribunal for participating in a raid on a Volunteer's home in the 


Iwo League of Youth men, James Cronin and John J. Creed, were arrested on 
May 28, and brought to the barracks in Fermo: 

New Constitution: President De Valera, speaking in An Dail on the estimates foi 
the President's office, announced that a draft of a new Constitution would shortly be 
laid before 

West Clare: The County Council, on May 29, sought that the Great Southern 


Railway company and the government would provide £100,000 to widen the пат 


ze system from Ennis to Kilkee 
Italy moving towards invading Abyssinia, and with one million already under 
ns, announced the call-up of another 200,000 
League of Youth: 18 associates of the Blueshirt group were charged in 
Kilmallock with riot on March 17, when General Sean Mac Eoin T.D visited the 


own 


I.R.A Sweep: The Tribunal, on May 30, ordered the closure and sealing of fou 


premises associated with the Sweep; An Phoblacht, at 12 St. Andrew Street, Cumann 
na mBan H.Q, a shop premises in Dame Street and 44 Parnell Square. P. J. Ruttledge, 
Minister for Justice, intimated that if he could be assured they were no longer in use 
or sweep purposes, he would permit them to reo 

The Galway Sword and Mace were sold оп May 30 in London, by Louis Win« 
intique dealer, for £5,000. The Corporation, in 1932, had tried to raise £6,000 to pui 

e the symbols, but could not 

France: The government collapsed on iy. 30, following the defeat of its bill 


imed at saving the franc 
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Peace by Ordeal: This important work on the behind-the-scenes Treaty negot 
tions, by Frank Packenham, later Lord Longford, was reviewed in the Iri 
June 14 

Resumption of Belfast Pogrom: Armoured cars appeared on some Belfast 
streets on June 14, when an Orange band returned, drunken, from Glasgow; ths 
armoured cars being employed to regulate and direct a stone throwing rabble led by 
the band. The crowd threw stones freely into the small Catholic streets off Great 
‚еогреѕ Street. In the York Street area shots were fired, defensively it was thought 
by Catholics 

A Shipyard Closes: Belfast's second shipyard,. Workman Clarke's, announced 


forthcoming closure. On the north bank of the Lagan, some of the force wer 


ffered absorption into the 1 larland and Wolffe yard on Queen's Island 
Belfast: Catholic mill girls were fired upon on Sunday, May 16, emerging from 


Mass at St. Mary's church, and around St. Joseph's 
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Moran was sen 
to s month: ind I 
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Н into the car Was later found 
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and had been taken from Gardiner Place. 

Ex-Empress Zita of Austria-Hungary, returned at this time to reside there; the 
Diet having withdrawn the law of 1920 banishing the Hapsburgs 

Belfast: Annadale Street, off the Antrim Road, was reported invaded by a threat- 
ening mob 

Dundalk: For the unfortunate house explosion of February 11, 1934, five went on 
trial before the Tribunal on July 11. The target evidently was the son of the house; 


then in the Free State Army and said to be an active Blueshirt; although on that par- 
ticular day in question, he was collecting for his party, the U.LP/F.G, and was in the 
local Hibernian Hall, when a small mine, pushed through a downstairs window, 
demolished the entire front wall, causing the man's mother, Mrs. Jos Mc Grory, to 
die five weeks later from heart failure. On trial, but not recognising the Tribunal, 
were Richard Murphy, Richard Goss and Thomas Walsh, with two who were repre- 
sented, Eamon Coffey and James Finnegan. All five were later acquitted 
More-O'Ferrall: The defence, at this time, had opened in the trial 
Belfast As was customary, enormous Orange bonfires were alight on the 
Iwelfth eve in every loyalist street of the city 
Belfast: Police were engaging snipers with machine guns. The count was two 
'ad with 50 wounded. The York Street area was described as no mans land. This 
itest major outbreak occurred when a band returned from Scotland and stones 
were ex hanged : 
More-O'Ferrall: The Dublin jury disagreed on July 12, and, although sent back, 
could not reach agreement. A retrial was directed for November 
Dundalk Trial: Mr. Kingsmill Moore, S.C, for the defence, contended that th« 
iccused should be tried by the Central Criminal Court and not by the Tribunal 
Belfast: The death toll was mounting, wl he troub streets were extending 
vith mobs roaming nightly. At this time there were five dead and 70 wounded 
Jelson Street, North Ann Street and Earl Street, all in the York Street area, had been 
nvaded, and Catholic homes burned 
Giles Quay: An LR.A training camp on the Ca {ога peninsula, ten miles east 
of Dundalk, was raided by police and Special Branch, on July 14, and 12 of tho e pre 


Che arrests by the Free State authorities were particularly inappropri 


the youths being burned out in Belfast 


Fermoy: A report from there, of July 15, told of 300 farmers, wives and daugh 
npting to rush the pound, which was inside the military barracks, while a 


rced sale was proceeding 


Belfast: 'B' Specials were reported firing a ipers defending their neighbour 


ods; while mob rioting had spread to streets side the curfew area 
Macroom: Different, and indeed praiseworthy, tactics were being employed by 


mer groups demonstrating against cattle seizures by the authorities. Contrary 


onstration by Dur КК ins out ni reet on that evening ended up 
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ning battle with police 


from middle siz 
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Castlecove, Co. Kerry, condemned ‘the lapse into savagery of my fellow Protestants 


Belfast, where nine were now dead and nearly a hundred injured, saw the dis 
lers extend further each day. South of the Lagan, the Newtownards Road was 
ved, with outbreaks also in Saul Street and Bryson Street 
Outbreaks in Free State: Windows in Limerick city and Clones were smashed 
vernight on July 21. In Limerick, windows in Trinity Church, the Diocesan hall and 
home of the Young Mens Christian Association were broken. In Clones, the 
sonic Hall was burned, and two other halls were damaged 
Buriel of A.E. George Russell was brought home to Plunkett House on Merrion 
Square, and on July 21, buried in Mount Jerome Cemetery; where the oration was 
lelivered by Frank O'Connor, with W.B Yeats, ЕК Higgins, Osborne Bergin, Senator 
St. John Gogarty and much of the litteratai of Ireland in attendance 
Italy: Mussolini plans an empire in Africa, ran the headline, where Italy had long 


control over Libya, Eritrea and Somaliland; territories that, although sparsely popu- 


ed, aggregated to more than twelve times the area of the home country. ‘I think 

Italy’, he declared,’ as the great English man who made the British Empire 
thought for Britain 

Belfast: After the normal two week holiday which prevails in the Six Counties 

' twelfth period, Catholic workers found that, in many cases, they now had 


n 


to. Sporadic shootings continued nightly from both sides 


no work to go 4 


More Outbreaks in Free State: The Protestant church in Kilmallock was burned 
overnight on July 22, while windows in the local rectory, and in some houses, were 
broken. Damage was suffered by the church in Trim, while the Masonic Hall in 
Ceannanus was burned 

Italy: It was announced on July 23, that Italy had abandoned the gold standard; 
up to this the lire had a forty per cent coverage 

Belfast: Presiding over an inquest, Coroner T.E Alexander blamed inflammato 

speeches by so-called leaders of public opinion in high and responsible positions 

Nationalist M.P's: J.F. Stewart and Cahir Healy, met Sir John Simon, British 

ome Secretary, at Westminister; the government there however adopting a policy 
of total non-interference. Emerging, Stewart declared to journalists that the root of 
he trouble lay with some Stormont Ministers urging Protestants not to employ 
itholics 

The National Corporate Party of O’Duffy was now listed at 19 Middle Abbey 
Street; having moved from Pearse Street 

200 Million Germans: Aodh de Blacam had an article in the Irish Press of July 24 
on the threat he perceived from the existence of 200 million Germans spreading over 
the boundaries of other nations; and hence the threat that could arise if Hitler sought 
to bring them within the German Reich 

Belfast: The Great York Street Mill closed temporarily, when a hundred return 

iz Catholic workers were refused admittance on Jt 

Boyle: An attempt was made to burn the local Methodist church 


Goolds Cross: Shots were fired into two local Protestant homes; no serious dam 


ize being done 
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Croagh Patrick: 25,000 cl Reek on Sunday, July 28 

ted as having had a quiet weekend 

Italy: iccident in a munitions factory at Taino 
rthern Italy 
Liverpool Cathedral: Sir ! dwin Lutyens 

expressed a wish to use Wi klow granite in the great edifice, was reported as still 

do so, and would be in Dublin on a coming weekend. Tariffs entering 


the architect, who had already 


hoping to 
itened this 
Home Grown Wheat: Success was attending the drive to produce an Irish loaf; 
70,000 acres were now under wheat. The policy would prove a life saver later 
docks and the shipyards were finding 


Belfast: Catholic workers returning to the 


ir jobs already filled 
Cork City: The Dunlop tyre factory had commenced production, with over 200 
employed 

Arklow Pottery: Cups and saucers were being produced here, where 200 were 


employed 


League's Last Chance ran the Italy being now intent upon the total 


headline 
tion of Abyssinia 


The Giles Quay Case: 12 LR.A men were sentenced by the Tribunal on July 3! 
1 possession of arms when 34 Branch and 


for unlawful assembly and unauthorisec 
dai raided the Carlingford Penninsula encampment, with its six bell tents and 


rar 


aller rent [he 12 were; ( harlie 
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Berlin Olympics 1936: А < atholic U.S weekly at this time was calling for their 
гу to bovcott the forthcoming Olympic Games It was not to happen 
Refugee Camp Closes: The Belfast refugee camp that for four weeks had func- 
‚4 in Mac Rory Park, closed on the last day of July. There was not a house to be 
зай in the Falls area where many families had to share 

Capt. D. Quish, of Galbally, Co. Limeric k, was sentenced, July 31, at the Tribunal 
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to twelve months for truction of the law, and advising 
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Dublin Society, a military tattoo which included a pageant of the bombardment and 
burning of the G.P.O, 1916. Braving the rain, 18,000 saw it on its opening night, while 
104,000 attended over the six days 

Sir John Lavery, who had already donated 33 of his valuable paintings to 
Dublin, was on September 17, made a Freeman of the City of Dublin 

Twomey Challenge: J.J. O'Reilly, National President of the American 
Association for the Recognition of an Irish Republ id been reported stating that 
there were no political prisoners in Ireland. His Association, however, was for long 
linked to Fianna Fail. Maurice Twomey answered him on September 20; denounce 
ing his statement as ‘a malignant falsehood’. The we 40 in Arbour Hill as well as 
a number jailed by Craigavon, he said 

Trade: The government had imposed a seventy five per cent duty on sports 
goods; this resulted in the manufacture here of rackets, cricket bats and hockey 
sticks 

Belfast: There were renewed anxieties by Catholics living in exposed areas, fol- 
lowing the shooting dead of John Mc Kiernan, owner of the Glen Bar, in Great 
Georges Street, behind his counter on the Saturday night of September 21. There 
were pointers to R.U.C involvement 

The National Graves Association on Sunday, September 22, unveiled a stone in 
Dr. Steeven's Hospital to Volunteer Sean Owens and Peter Wilson, killed near there, 
during Easter Week 

League of Nations: What was dubbed as the League's final crisis, was now 
emerging, with clear indications that Italy was al invade 

Belfast: Mrs. Mc Gahey, a Catholic married to a Protestant, living near York 
Street, was shot at her door; critically injured, she was taken to the Mater Hospital 

Theatre Royal: The 4,000 seat theatre was opened on September 23, by Minister 
for Industry and Commerce, Sean Lemass 

Inchicore: Coinciding with the beet sugar drive which had required the building 
of rail rolling stock, the Great Southern Railways completed the building at this time 
in Inchicore of 50 lorries 

Portlaw: A new leather tannery employing 70, was opened at this time in Co 
Waterford 

Wicklow Gold: At the continuing Dáil committee in juiry into the unexplained 
demise of the State's mineral rights, to which Robert Briscoe T.D was a party, 
Senator Comyn in evidence, on September 26, gave the mines a value of £17 m" 

To Contest Election: At a College Green meeting on September 27, Sean Ma 
Bride, addressing a gathering of 1500, told them that steps were being taken to 
devise the best means of putting forward Republican candidates at the next election 
With him upon the platform was Chief of Staff, Twomey, and Headquarter's men 
Donal O'Donoghue, and Tomás O Maoleóin 

Tallaght Cemetery: Frank Daly unveiled a memorial here to James J. Carroll 


who, at the age of 17, had joined B. Company,Fourth Battalion, against the Tans. In 


the Civil War, he was shot and seriously wounded while in Free State custody, in 


Keogh Barracks, in 1923. His name has been ommitted from La 
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Gardai Must Have Irish: Col. Ni 
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Abyssinia Invaded: Italian troops 
ctober 2. There had menacing speech in Rome from 
шеа however to a invasion 
Bulgaria: A report s 6 a plot to dethrone King Boris. Martial law was 


mposed 
Soldier's Song: Author sponding toa letter, and writing from 
Inchicor: hat royalties had not been paid to him by 


in thei which included 


Abvssinia: The invasion, now confirmed, was directed from Eritrea by High 
Commisisoner General de Bono. The Counc il of the League was convened 


abounding with reports from the front. De 


Neutral: All newspapers were now 
could not be committed in any way without 


era stated that the Irish Free State 
the sanction of the Oireachtas 

Republican Unity: A conterenct 
from London where Charlie Donnelly la 


well trodden lines wert touched upon; th« 
d should be derated annuities and poor prices; 


somewhat unreal, was reported on October 


r to die in 5pain, chaired a roomful. The 


[€ 


small farmers must organise to 


ericultural lan 


"ricultural workers should be organis: d in unions Speaking for the Roger 


teard O Boidléir stated that they would support any 


Casement Sinn Féin Club, Ris 
iction which had, as its objective, a restoration of a 32 County Irish Republic. They 


he Dublin demonstration 


would appoint a delegate to t 
State Army team were pictured October 


Jumping Team: Eight horses o! the Free 


before their departure for New York 
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Arbour Hill: Tom Mc Grattan, recently released, told of prisoners in solitary con 
finement for 18 weeks under O.C Lehane. He ‹ harlie Leddy had been beaten 
for resisting a body search 

Fresh From Geneva, De Valera addressed, October 4, in Ennis, a meeting attend 

10,000, preceded by a parade which included five bands. On the platform with 
vere Hugo Flinn, Senators Comyn and Mc P id, and Sean Brady 

Sligo: A pre-Celtic burial mound at Creevykeel was being excavated; its ag: 

timated at 4000 years 

De Valera Returns to Geneva: accompanied by Vivion and Frank Aiken, Minister 
for Defence. The party, on October 8, included als s personal secretary. Kathleen 
O'Connell, J.P. Walshe, Secretary of the Department, ЕН. Boland and J.J. Hearne, Legal 
^ dviset 

Frank Mac Dermot: U.I.P/E.G joint secretaries, УУЛ. Cosgrave and Frank Ma 
Dermot, clashed with each other on De Valera's stand at Geneva pledging support to 

tain', as Mac Dermot interpreted it; although that would be strictly speaking incor 

De Valera had recently stated that Dublin would not permit the Free State to be 

sed as a base for an attack on Britain. Mac Dermot considered this undertaking worth 
to England many times the value of withheld annuities 

Republican Unity: The planned demonstration, which did not have any official 
stamp of support, took place in College Green on October 7, attended by around one 
thousand. On the platform were P. J. Gaffney, described as the general secretary of the 

d Farmers Protection Association; Barney Conway of the Workers’ Union of 
d; Frank Carpenter and a Mrs. O'Kelly; Peadar O'Donnell and Dr. J. Hannigan; 
Charlie Donnelly; J. Burke, of the Transport Union; P. Maguire of Port Workers' Union 
Uladh Mac Fhionnlaoch; with Frank Ryan presiding. Little more would be heard 

; well intended effort; not being mainstream, it sank like a stone 

Kilmainham Jail, now derelict, was visited by 70 members of the Old Dublin 

O'Duffy on U.I.P/Fine Gael: Interviewed by the Irish Press, Eoin O'Duffy gave his 
pinion on the public disagreement that had arisen between Cosgrave and Mac 
Dermot. ‘Mac Dermot’, he said, ‘having arrived into U.I.P from his Centre Party, was 


not of the old guard; he was one of the step children. Anyone in Fine Gael who 


expressed an opinion in conflict with the old Cumann na nGael party bosses, was not 
wanted'. He then went on to cite himself, Patrick Belton T.D, Mac Dermot himself, and 
James Dillon T.D. He inferred that there were other party members who might go in 


time 

No Inquiry Into Belfast Riots: Lord Craigavon in Stormont, to T.J. Campbell М.Р, 
refused any inquiry into the recent troubles. The circumstances, he averred, are well 
known. Under the Government of Ireland Act 1920, responsibility for maintaining law 
and order in this part of the United Kingdom is a matter which falls within the sole 
competence of the Ulster government. The circumstances of the recent unfortunate 
disturbances are deep rooted among a certain section in our national life who are dis 
loyal to the Throne and Constitution. My colleagues and | are fully satisfied with the 
efficiency and forbearance of our police force, including the ‘B’ Specials constabulary 


ison 
identified as a Catholic, attend- 


meeting of the gue being held 
physk Шу attacked 
Derrv: Councillor Galla; nionist Party, complained that, to 


| sth ї tc with 1 1 n ? ) 
| Catholic meets with an acck t^, seven Protestants 


Lithuania: By election, the German party in membership in the 
M the border city ot 
Drogheda: A youth was tounc sh Road, on October 10 


1 a note affixed that he had | 


i guilty of destroying property belonging 


e LR.A. He had been arrest d by t i brought across the Boyne in a boat 
Frank Mac Dermot, T.D announced his resignation from the 1 nited Ireland 


rtv on October 11 
Greece: | ged a coup, forcing the government to resign 
legent was appointed with the longer term intention of restoring the monarchy 
Erne Fishery Claim: The salmon rights in the river and in the estuary into 
Donegal Bav, were claimed from the seve nteenth century by the Erne Fishery Co, of 
ог ЕЈ. Moore of Ballyshannon, was the local representative. Proceedings 
n train to test the company s case, initiated by the Attorney-General and 


number of fishermen 
in the creation of Blessington Lake, with Dublin 


Poulaphouca: Before joining 
hev would seek a further rep from their Swiss 


orporation the E.S.B decided t 


pert 
ert 


Wexford: A factory for the p! 


ries, would commence there shortly 
1: celebrity concert in the new Theatre Royal on 


oduction of springs, ixles, wind screens and other 


ar access 


Count Mc Cormack, staged « 


October 13 to a capacity house 

Sanctions: What were described as creeping sanctions had commenced to oper- 
ate against Italy. They would have no € ffect upon her conduct of the war 

Dr. Daniel Mageean, Bishop of Down and Connor, in an address in Maynooth 
College; there is no truth in statements that the troubles in Belfast are political 
Catholics are регѕе‹ uted because they are С athol cs. They have been evicted from 
»revented from their 
yn. At this point he paid tribute to the local Protestant 


their homes; they have been [ right to earn their livelihood sim- 


ply on account of their religic 
bishop 

Tomás Mac Curtain: 
nembership charge in-view 


month was, however, passed и 
was that Mac Curtain, in the previous August, had 


The Tribunal, on October 18, refused to pass sentence on a 
of what his family had suffered’. Sentence of опе 
оп John Curtain of Barrac k Street, but both were 


then released. The evidence 
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cocked a gun at Garda Р. Malone, but the gun was taken from him by а ‹ ompanion 


Father Dominic О.ЕМ Cap. died at this time at Hermiston, ( regon. Born in 1883, 


he had suffered in a car cash some years before. He had been« haplain to Terence Mac 


Prosecuting were Tadhg Forbes and J.S O'Connor 


Swiney on his 74 day fast in Brixton Prison. Prior to that he had been « haplain with 
the Royal Irish Rifles in Macedonia and with the Munster and Dublin Fusiliers in 
1916 and 1917. Returning to Ireland he took part in Cork in the anti conscription cam 
paign. Arrested with Father Albert at the Church Street friarv, he was sentenced by 
court martial to five years and deported to England. Following the Treaty, he was 
released on January 22, but soon after he was exiled by his Order to Bend, ( Jregon 
The remains of both Father Albert and Dominic were returned to Ireland in 1958 
through the good offices of Connie Neenan and Florence ОЛ Jonoghue, and were 
reinterred in the Order's foundation at Rochestown, Co. Cork 

Six County Westminister Seats: Northern Republicans announced, October 21 
that they would contest the forthcoming election on an abstentionist basis. 

Kilmainham Jail: Annie M.P Smithson, the novelist, in the Irish Press of October 
21, wondered what would now happen to the derelict structure 

General O'Duffy, in a statement, denied that the Blueshirt organisation had 
offered aid to Italy. 

Divorce: The ever increasing rate of divorce, declared the Vice Dean of 
Canterbury, is revolting against conscience 

Edward Carson Dies: Lord Carson died, on October 21, at his home in Kent, at 
the age of 81. By his own wish he would be buried in the relativelv new Belfast 
Cathedral, and a Bill to permit this, was rushed through Stormont. A native of 
Harcourt Street, Dublin, his father was descended from an Italian architect, by name 
Carsoni, who arrived in Ireland in the second half of the 18th. century, adopting the 
Protestant religion. His mother was a Lambert; one of the landed gentry of Co 
Galway, whose demense (with an imposing tomb still evident) was located some 
miles north of Tuam. His first wife, Sara Kirwan, was from the same locality: all of 
which accounts for his concealed opposition to the partition of Ireland which would 
diminish greatly his own kinsfolk in the West. Educated at Portarlington and Trinity 
College; he was outstanding at the English Bar where he prosecuted among others 
his fellow T.C.D student Oscar Wilde. Later he served in the British War Cabinet, fol 
lowing which he was created Baron Carson of Duncairn 

LT.G.W.U v A.T.G.W.U: The Irish Iransport Union under William O’Brien, 
sought, on October 22, an injunction against the (English) Amalgamated Iransport 
Union, whose area representative in Dublin was Sam Kyle. The I. T.G.W.U case rest- 
ed on the title of the other causing confusion. Kyle, a Presbyterian republican in evi 
dence, stated that the A.T.G.W.U was first formed in Ireland in 1921 from a number 
of small unions 

Omagh: Peter Morris and his wife, of Cornavarra, Omagh, sought compensation 
in the district court on October 22, for having been chained to the railings of the local 


chapel, but the judge dismissed the action. They had not suffered injury, he said, 


merely mental anguish. Morris, evidently a Catholic, had supported a local group 
who had lighted a bonfire celebrating the jubilee of King George V. A local 


Morris and 


and their cat 


Charlie Leddy was chosen, while in jail in the Free State, to stand in the forth 


for West Вей 


YA ; 
ing Westminister election 


The U.K. Parliament was dissolved at this ». It had first met in November 


Francis Stuart is noted as involved in a radio discussion with Niall Sheridan, on 


World. Niall, husband of cookbook expert Monica Sheridan 
г, in the fifties, one of those at the top ot Bord Fáilte Eireann 
the trusted stalwarts, a Republican 


Republican Candidates: Putting forward 


ted its Westminister candidates (abstentionist); for 


nvention elected as 
of Dromore; for mid-Ulster, Tom Daly of 

o. Kerry; for Arm Gleenan of Blackwatertown; for Derry 

fac Cumhaill; for Belfast West, © harlie Leddy of north Antrim; for Down, 


rick O'Hagan of Kilkeel 


Make Believe Freedom: In a talk in ¢ ork city 


1 down as ‘the minimum upon W hich Separatists could unite' woulc 


ач t 
counties. Seán O Tuama presided, and 


reported on October 28, Brian 


1 


toration of Dail Eireann over 32 


e present were; Micheál Og Mac Suibhne, Maire and Ethna and Sean; sis 


Гот Barry and wife Leslie", Sean ‘ oughlan, 


and brother of the late Terence; 
Professor William and Mrs. Stockley, Tomás Og Mac Churtain and Eibhlís Ni 
Churtain 

Funeral of Lord Carson: Crowds lined 
which the cortege of Lord Carson was borne 


the principal streets ot Belfast through 


on Saturday to his resting place in Saint 
Cathedral; although, paradoxically, Carson might have preferred, had th« 
political geography remained unchanged, to have been buried in Co. Galway, oi 

h * bore the catafalque past the Queen s Island 


Brno 
оок 


inn 5 


even in Dublin. The destroyer 
where some 15,000 workers stood with bare d heads; grimey caps held in their fin 


gers 
Belfast: In the case of the murder of } 


James Hull, and Robert ( harles 
?0 


sublican John К. Mc Kiernan, of Great 
ges Street (see above); Mc Clure, of the loyalist 

were charged, in a report of ( )ctober 
inued industrialisation policy note hed up a further 


Edenderry: Fianna I áil's cont 
employed some hundreds, when it 


ess with a shoe factory, that eventually 
ned in the small Midland town of Edenderry 


Gilbert/'s National Manuscripts of Ireland: 
his time, 


his important collection from John 


I. Gilbert of 1879, was handed over at t bv the London Authorities, to the 


Stationerv Office of the Irish Free State 


The Death Penalty is not only futile but a horrible deed, 
Webb, architect, and council member of the Irish White Cross, and also of the Society 


I is (Quakers), at a meeting conv ened to press for its total abolition. The trea- 


of Friend 


said James Henry 


lie; she signed herself Les lie, Bean de Barra 


ister of Bob, Mick ind Charlie 
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surer of the small group was Miss Lily Mc Carthy, with Miss M. Jordan, its honorary 


secretary, and a committee which included Mrs. Hannah Sheehy-Skeffington 
Rosamund Jacob and James Larkin, Jn 

Declare a Republic: Although a Commonwealth man himself, Frank Ma 
Dermot, now an independent T.D, decided to call the EF bluff by proposing a Dail 
notion that the government should abandon their intention to sometime declare the 
Free State a republic but to seek now authority to declare a republic. The motion was 
lefeated by 78 votes to 18, with Fine Gael largely abstaining 

Lion and Unicorn: It was announced (shortly before the fifteenth anniversary of 
their killing within Dublin Castle of Dick Mc Kee, Peadar Clancy and Conor Clune), 
hat the Lion and Unicorn coat of arms, then standing upon a wall at the end of 
Exchange Court, beside City Hall, would be removed and replaced with a plaque 
commemorating the three. 

A Fenian Passes: Denis Shaw, of Melrose Avenue, Fairview, died in late October 
at the age of 85. A friend of James Stephens, O'Donovan Rossa and John Devoy; he 
had been ‘out’ in North King Street in 1916, and in the Four Courts in 1922. 


Kevin Barry: Terry Ward, formerly of An Phoblacht, was writing, on November 


1, on the subject of Kevin Barry, in the Irish Press 

Six County Election: At a [Tyrone and Fermanagh Convention in Omagh on 
November 1, compromise on the subject of abstention from Westminister proved 
impossible. Cahir Healy and Joe Stewart offered at once to contest as abstentionist 
but Anthony Mulvey, a journalist, and Patrick Cunningham, a farmer, were chosen 
Sean Mc Cool was late, by six minutes, to lodge his papers at the Guild Hall, Derry, 
and so Sir Ronald Ross was returned unopposed 

Sligo: Alderman M. Nevin resigned on November 4, as Mayor, pleading inabil 
ity to meet the cost of a libel case taken against him by Frank Carty T.D, of Fianna 
Pail. It had been an unworthy action as Nevin had sought to defend Robert G 


Bradshaw, a Protestant, who had been discriminated against for an appointment by 


the Dept. of Local Government, but it resulted in long and costly hearings; while 


Carty was quite wealthy, Nevin, an old Republican, had been on the € orporation 
since 1918. Days later, the members declared his resignation void, although he did 
not resume as Mayor 

Lurgan: Maurice Twomey was speaking at this time in Lurgan on behalf of the 
candidature of Charlie Leddy; the meeting being attended by 3000. On the platform 
with Twomey, a Chief of Staff ev idently not barred from the Six Counties, were Sean 


O'Leary of Dublin, James Trodden of Armagh, and Sean Buckley of Cork 


Lusitania: Lusitania, sunk by German subn 


tion off the Old Head le with › loss of 1200 lives on May 7, 1915, 
said to have toh 
Drogheda: Kidnap гї of November 8 
heda men were } Downey, Matthew 
harles Hoey and Michael Stewart. Grogan was senten ed by the Tribuna 
membership; imprisoning rmá ul ( uments, to five year 


Шап and Hoey, to three years; and Stewart 1 twelve months. Gormar 


, | wl 
rn an envelope vhk 


rhe 


nvel \ h sought 
World's Greatest Aviator: Sir Charles Kingstor | Smith, Australian, wa 
lost at this time, betwee  llahat anc ingapore, on a London t 


it would not be supporting any 


ir group 


British Legion: М Remembrance Day 


R.A Associations, pub 
hat the mockery and insults cease'. His 


chairman, of the Metropolitan 


Arranmore Disaster: 19 tatie hoker islanders returning from Scottish harvesting 
drowned on tl eht of ^ th only one survivor. Burtonport, the 


tance of four miles through open sea [he rowing 


vovembel! }, W1 


was а с 
it struck a rock close to the island landing stage 
Deserted’ LR.A: A young man Joseph O Rourke, from the Douglas area, w 


ind chained to the Courthouse 1 iilings in the centre of Cork city 
opp ^ meeting, termed ‘anti-imperialist , was held in College Green 
oppy Day: А meeting, tet | 
ted No 1 Ww h a Union Jack was burne d. Presiding was Don 


ed 
»ehue, with Maud Gonne, P. Mc Kenna ind Peadar Kearney 

Maurice Twomey was injured and conveyed to hospital, in a report 
vember 12 while approat hing Newry trom Warrenpoint in dense fog 
i taken part in an ‹ lection meeting. He was ac ympanied by Dr. Andy Cooney, 
Е Bradley of Downpatrit k 


Bog Development: The engineer 
Hall, Dawson Street, called for a polic V 


RN. Tweedy, in an address at the Engineers 


Y bog development: 30,000 could find work 
I bog I 


and be settled in new towns upon the midlands 


Spencer ‹ hurchill, the First Lord of the 
pired in the sinking, in order to lure the U.S 
: found itself sailing alone, without the 
hitherto carefully hidden by the 

Ils and highly explosive alumini 

shipping, it should not have carried. It was 


7 minutes. Refer to Longman published 
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Italy Protests: A prot ote wa ved from the Italian government, following the Fre 
participation in Sanctions imposed after the inva Y* Abyssinia 
Belfast During an election meeting on behalf of Charlie Leddy, on the corner of North 
| ind the Falls, six shot fired into the crowd there, wounding two, accord 
\ nkill 
A announced that it would shortly commence to build a two decl 
stan sting £40,000. 


} 


Deported: After an election address, M ;onne found herself deported from Lurgan. I 


ht only a single train ticket, she | inticipation of this 


Humphery Murphy * of Farranfore, dropped dead suddenly, on October 14 
n the Military Pensions Board at Griffith Barra 


K. Election Results reported at this time show the Tories returned with 4 'ats; Labour 


16; Independentsl; С inist 1. In the North, Mulvey and Cunningham 


Гутопе / Fermanagh, with over 50, ‚ ; each. The Unionist 


for the abstentionist 


licar rn it vere Mc Glennon, 16284 Hagan, 20,236; Leddy, 20,313 


Belfast: Foll g the 1 s, a bomb was flung in North TI is Street, and three shot: 


ohip Street 


Irvinestown: A Republican celebration around lighted barrels in the main stree 


inagh town, was attacked with stones 


Kanturk: After returning from a commemoration for Michael Lynch, killed in 1934 in 


numbers of Blueshirts had stampeded illow on August 18. 69 were charged 


urk, with unlawful assembly an ) me having elapsed, all but three 


elling the contents, with R.V 
iuctioneer. Over 5,000 had viewed the contents. (The Castle wa presented to th 
ind formally handed over in 1967) 
Drumshanbo: Continuing industrialisation brought a jam factory, trading as Breffni 
1 to the town. It was planned to use fruit grown locally 
Dan O'Mahony, world champion wrestler, recently married to Esther Burke, and much in 
news at this time, was reported involved in a minor car crash near Boston 
Jamestown, Co. Leitrim: Archdeacon Donohue supported by townspeople, petitioned 
m County Council to retain the town arch. Formerly walled, having received a charter 
m King James, the village has since lost some of its arch although it is likely to be 
red 
Nier Valley: John Wall's little house (still preserved), was pictured in the Irish 
of November 25, in an article by Diarmuid M. O'Brennan on the last journey 
Erskine Childers; executed in Beggars Bush Barracks on November 24 1922. Thi 
Жаре however had no connection with Childers, but it was the location of an 
important Cease Fire meeting there in Ma 


National Graves Unveilings: The Irish ) tober 25, reported a number 


story, and тшт} 


1987 edition 


Martyrs 


Manchester Anniversary 


Air 


Service: 


France é 


Portrait of a Rebel Father 


otormont 


{ 


Гот Markham of 


Articl 


wed the ope 


iTTIV 


Co. Louth: In 
Е: 


гиѕеа 


( 


1 


said, belonged 


iis sentence he would apply 


Sinn Féin Ard Fhéis: There wa 


r 2, on the Ard Fhéis 


held at Wynn 


Xf Irish 


tor statement 


Fined also, on a vari 


igh Carlin, Bill Dunlop 


od, thus making jailing 


William Norton of 


Article 2 A of the Constitution 


Military 


# Mullacrew, a rifle 


a suspension of 
ration of the [Tribunal 

of Dan Breen was 
ind was sentenced to twelve month: 


vended him, but upon comple- 


to Бет 
ieht of the Irish Press of 


ver the weekend, with 60 pre 
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yderick, Gobnait Ni Brudair, sister of the I 


гае]; was permitted to attend as t 


15а у1511(‹ 


l of Middleton, long time 


r, following the sus 


Ballinacoona Cumann; she protested at the suspension, which 


› matter. In his address, Fr. Michael O' Flanagan, occu 
ra recent illness, stated tha Fein 


pying 
would have contested the 
election had they had Ё personality. 'Sceilg', Count 
Maguire had each been asked but 


en elected President 


had refused. Cathal O 
Liam Raul and Mrs. Brugha 


Fr. O’Flanagan on Abyssinia: In a statement on the Sunday resumption, Father 


inagan expressed the opinion that behind the Abyssinia lay the threat of 
breaking Britain's hold upon the 1 

The O'Duffy Party: Over the same weekend National Corporate Party wert 
ted holding a conference in Sneem 

The Second Longford Trial opened on Monday, Оес‹ 


mber 2 


to crowded gal- 
it the Central Criminal Court, with the same four accused present. After a ten 
y, the Dublin jury had еі it sue. The state was 
Martin Maguire, 5.( d Kevi gh, with Albert Wood and А1е‹ 


for the accused 


nn 


ЕЕ Ard Fhéis: The heavily attended conference ran for three days in the 


ion House. The government had tried, as far as humanly possible to carry 
igh its promises, De Valera said. The business consisted in the main of a gener 


i| approval of the government stance at Geneva and on the subject of Abyssinia 


Interest centered upon I.R.A pensions for Six people, land division and loca 
| } | 
ippointments. Their erstwhile comrades in the | 


Cork City: Mick Mc Carthy and Richard Mc ( 


were scarcely mentioned 


rthy, arrested on the charge o 


haining Joseph O'Rourke to the Courthouse railings (see above), pouring tar upor 


ind affixing a ‘spy notice received three years at the Tribunal, in a report o 


Withdraw From League: Patrick Belton T.D, proposed a Dail motion (rejected) tha 
the Irish Free State withdraw from the League of Nations and abandon sanctions 


Is Learning Irish Hard, was the heading of an article by Don Piatt in the Irish Pres 


] 
of December 6. Two graphic maps accompanied the piece; one showed the position in 
1926 


while the other showed the density of speakers in each county 


Séamus С. О Ceallaigh had a piece in the Irish Press of December 9, on Liam 


Mellows headed Mellows Soldier and Thinker 


Second Longford Trial: The four, J.J. Reynolds, William (Billy) Mulligan, John 


dev and James Reynolds were discharged from the Central Criminal Court in 
Dublin before the defence opened, and before the case went to the jury 


Newry: Two were charged on December 11, with a flag offence during the 


November election. John Kerins of King Street, who did not appear, was sentenced to 


onths hard labour. The Free State tricolour was placed inside the window of the 


Brothers Pearse club in King Street, an R.U.C constable stated. The second man 


charged, Louis Grant of Boat Street, was in the Wolfe Tone club where the flag flew 
externally 


Senate Abolition Bill: The Con 


Г) A 


Vall › Ww in a report 
ally loaded with Cumann na nGael appointees 


matter what action the Senate v ould take, under 


Jon I 


od, that body would disappear after 60 da pon solution from 


Whv Union Jack Refused: Th fast thedral Board issued an e 


«hv it rejected an offer to suspend a large Un n Jack wi the Cathedral er 


ver the floor slab of Lord 


uld be out of place 


lopment) Bill was placed before the 


Peat Development: 
report of Dect mber ving the experience of the C.S Andrews del 

Germany and Russ government now 

d turf in Kildare ile 

acquisition” 
Abyssinia: A ‘peace plan Anthony 
British Foreign Secretary Eden replaced 
Samuel Hoare who had resigned 
Limerick: The Savoy Cinema opent 
is designed by Leslie C. Norton, architect ot the Dublin Theatre Royal 


Kildorrey garda barracks had been besieged by a group, loosely connected to 
the Blueshirts, on June 


5. following which eight voung men appeared at the 
Ji December 20 All pleaded not f Itv and were dis harged 


oeating 1500, it 


Iribunal, in a report ‹ 


i} 


Omagh: Encouraged by the and Cunningham election result, an unaf 


Mulvey 


iated group of Republicans held a convention on December 22, at which a call 
went out summoning all Republicans of the Six Counties to an organising confer 


ence at an early date 
Sean Dowling, speaking at a smoking concert of the Fourth Battalion in Jury’s 


tel, criticised the slow operation о! the 1934 Military Service Pensions Act 


Releases: As a Christmas gesture, the government, two days before, announced 


from Arbour Hill and one from Mountjoy. 19 of these were 
Republicans while 16 were Blueshirt 

Belfast: Liam Mac Gabhann was writing in the 1 of December 27, how 
400 families burned out by loyalists in Belfast in July, had been resettled in unfin- 
ished houses in Glenard estate in Ardoyne 


Since An Phoblacht had been forced in June to cease 
Terry Ward, from Derry, and Liam Mac 


publication there was now 


no further work for its princ ipal journalists 
hann. from Kerry. They moved into conventional journalism 


) Property 


Chronology: The Year 1935 


Campbell College Raid: This I.R.A raid attemptin seize the rifles of the stu 
dent Officers Training Corps, at Belmont, in south Belfast 
authorities had been appraised beforehand, so when the raiders 


onstable lan Hay, of Mount 


was launched on Friday 


December 27. The 
lodge to arrest the occupants, ( 


ntered th« gate 1 
were exchanged and he received bul 


ttinger R.U.C, rushed in, whereupon shots 
let wounds in the shoulder and leg. With the waiting police force alerted, the raiders 


then beat a hasty retreat on to Hawthornden Road 
ffice block would shortly be built 


Dublin: It was announced at this time that an o 


rk, won the commission in open competition f the Dept. of Industry and 


Commerce building 


CHRONOLOGY: THE YEAR 1936: JANUARY TO JUNE 30: 
Virtual Disappearance Of Blueshirt Organisation: Following his 

U.LP/Fine Gael in September 1934, when General Eoin O'Duffy resigned, the organ 

ult that, by this time, Blueshirt inci 

short lived Corporate Party als 

the umbrella of 

h organisation, until 


" 
une 


the short lived ti f th nited | nd Party having 
locked him out of headquarters at 3 Merrion Square [o 


self, was laid to 


Egypt: Seek 
al Zone 
Alexandria over two days of the Internationa 
al Graziani, although still bogged down near the Eritrean bor- 


shortly commence a drive for Addis Ababa, still 2 


Royal Coat of Arms: An official report ; to an attempt to blow 


f arms over the premises of Prescott s, in [albot Street 


masonry it of 


Fenit: The same source enit having been mali 


'd, and telegraph wires cut [his may have been a Blueshirt operation 


Lincoln Jail Escape: Feb 3, 1919 [he story of the escape of De Valera, Sean 


Mc Garrv, was told by artist Frank Kelly to Nox | Hartnett on radio 


nuary 9. Milroy sketched the key and 

not surprisingly, based upon the 

then sent in through ‘an influential 

cake baked by Kathleen Boland. 

who had already visited the prison, arrived 

ied by Frank Kelly*, when they approached a double postern gate 
De Valera, Milroy and Mc Garry, 


with great care, pushed out the 


ir key broke at the inner 
i 


larkness on the other side 


then inserted the one they had made - presumably with the files 


і it worked. A car in charge of P. ОТ lonoghue, brought them to Worksop 


x а safe crossing for Milroy and 


11 


юк them іп charge іп Liverpool, arranging 


г three weeks Harry Boland stayed bac k with De Valera ‘practically all 


the time’. after which they both crossed to I Jublin 
Great Southern Railways shareholders at their annua! general meeting, chaired 


nt, heard his announcement that now they had no fears for the 


tzsimons, also of the Movement and 


ifterwards married Anna Kelly 
was Woman's Editor of the Irish 


to Collins. She later on 
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Harry Pollit, general secretar h ymmunist Party of Great Britain, spoke, 
loudly heckled ing, in Rathmines Tow all, on January 12. The Catholic 
00 had paid for admi 
1 James Larkin, junior 


оке ith Sean Murray pre 


O'Duffy Corporate Party meeting at Innishannon, in a report of January 


i the leader denounce theUlti Financial Settlement of, 1926.* As a result of 
t settlement, he said, millions had | 
Hannah Sheehy-Skeffington had a letter in tl rish 1 of January 15 on 
ппу Parnell, sister of Charles Stewart. I ried a picture of the old barracks of 
a while used as a huntin; {се by him. Fanny and Anna wert 
tandine sisters of Charles [hev founded the Ladies Land League which 
iter, disbanded. Upset by thi y trav ot ates, accom 
panied by her mother Delia, and died there at the early age 32. Anna carried on 
› join, in its formative years, Sinn Féin in the North Leitrim election effort of 1908 


n 


drowned swimming at Ilfracombe, September 1911, at the ag« 


O'Duffy was at Roscarbery, where he was gr d by 50 delegates, in a report 
16. An all-Ireland corporate s he announced as his hope 
Campbell College Arrests: ! dward ^ irtné X Oranmore Street, and 
tooney of Thompson Street, had been arr: і, and were being held on 
d on fire arms charges 
King George V Dies: Black borders on cro: nnel newspapers, on Northern 
dist papers and in the Irish Times, wet t] rder of the day announcing, on 
rv 21, the death, at 70, of King George V, ir 26th. year of his reign. He wa: 
ymatically succeeded by the short lived Edward V111, Prince of Wales 
Houses Built: Under the Fianna Fáil Housing ^ of 1932 to 1934, it wa: 
unced that 33,000 houses had been built 
Danzig: Sean Lester was drawing the attention of the League of Nations to the 
ve state of affairs in the city. It was policy, he said, to establish there a National 
alist State, de facto, despite the constitution and rulings of the League forbidding 
this. Herr Foster, the emissary from Hitler, was 'a fanatical Nazi 
Sinn Féin held a well attended function in Wynn's Hotel, on January 21, to com 


memorate the First Dáil, with 'Sceilg' as chairman. It was followed by a musical pro 
gramme 

Egypt: Increasing turbulence forced the cabinet to relinquish office on the treaty 
issue 


Laval Resigned on January 22, when his coalition broke up. Within days he was 


succeeded by a government of the centre left, under M. Sarraut.™ 


* Signed by Winston Churchill and Ernest Blythe, March 19, 1926; it is quoted in extenso in 


icardles', The Irish Republic 
** Pierre Laval was executed in Paris in 1945, having been convicted of collaboration with 


Germans during the occupation 


reland the 


forbidden 


Dublin Civil War Echo: Ther 


‘ 
hn U Mahony, fort 


I I 


von ай і hv the Irish Steam Рас! Company that they had 
1 from that var 
1 nine monat hac January 28, 1 onaon fo 
George V Funeral: Six reign ‹ у n Londor 


ial report r to ‘a dur iaving been discov 
Dump’ Discovered: official report 1 to ‘a І een disco 


| stable at Georges Hill, cl o Town Street. It gave no other details 


Eia er | 5 Railwav announce 4l ета 
Inchicore Loco Works: Th ( yuthern Kaiway ann unced plans for five 


‘tives. Three were later built; Macha, M ind Tailte. (These magnifi 


1 vitl m 5 vears later; Mat is preserved in the Belfast Museum 
s were withdrawn 4 Vea | 


Gardai Seek Vote: Unde , ^ ct of 1923, gardai did not have the right 
€ uc . Id Lil 1 Га! 

"ELS press of January 3 ounced t se on full pay were seeking the 
the f і 


M 


| : : Tho Leader: The press of Febr = 
Р.Р Moran, editor and proprietor of The Leader: The press of February 1 


th of a journali who had carried on a commentery that had con 

1л ота ита VV па 

le influence on Irish affairs ‹ 
Campbell College Trial: The press of the 5 late carried a report of the com 
t of the trial; a report wn | ave details of the L.R.A assault plan 
emen [ the па ] It ort M ( I |5: 

War Office Seeks Irish Recruits: Сотта! I Cronin, in the press ol 
v 1, disclosed that he h за seen a circular from the British War 

rv 1, disclosed that he п 
{ with pension warrants (рауте nts) to pensioners in Ireland, offering 
SCC Ww i Iit 1 ‘ гап рау | 
f four shillings, or five shillings, to any pensioner who could induce a 

Xf four shi gs, О ve shilling 


hman to join the British forces 


died on February 2, whik 


К.М Smyllie, 


t [KIN ember of 
оп, » R M 


thirties and foi 


in his honour 
University Seats Go: 
Tyrone: 


Ї 


Ап Siol: A 


Hospital 
R.U.C Man Attacked: | 
t of bri 10 
eupon they made off 


Labour Party Conference: 


Н Springfield Road 


vounding a policeman 


ccording to a report 
bv 3 


iry 12, the party voted on votes to In 
William O'Brien Limerick, vice-chairman 


red as their objective, the 


; of Ireland 


's Connolly 
ishment of a Workers 


Campbell College: Hugh Keenan 


and John Monaghan 
d themselve 


added to those already arres mtrary to the then orders of the 
they were defended; this being a subterf ) flush out a stool-pigeon; but it 
l internally against the organisation 


Spain: Ү 


seen 
t another crisis when an atter coup failed. An election wa 
prox ing at the time, and on February 1 ilted in a slim majority for the 
parties that would form a popular front an« Manuel Azana, President. Th« 
inrest and disorder would worsen in the run up to the July 18 outbreak; the com 
33 month fratricidal civil war 


vould die; more than 50,000 would be exe 
buildings would be lost 

Belfast: Alexander Mc Donald, of Annadalk 
ind feathered in North Queen Street. He had beer 


vhich well over half a million 


ut and invaluable art treasures and 


found chained, tarred 
seized by six men 
Belfast Get Together: The papers of February 19, reported an inaugural meeting 


of Republican students at Moira, where they were addressed by a broad platform 


including George Gilmore, Seamus Mallin, (a son of Michael, of 1916), Mrs 


t Lehane « 


| Ji 1), О uma! 1a mBan, and 
ul f Republican Congress 


Cause Célébre Death: The 


i Wanadoned 


on Ball, her 


tioned and 


ampbell College: ! 


nd the onlv one to re 


sentence Геп vears wa mpost 1 


Commdt. Paddy O’Brien and Volunteer 
forces in Ennis rthy 


Inchicore family, lost 
cut down on the 


LR.A. Fighting 


fall of tl 


Fahey st Order (not 


book on 
of 1867 


: of February 25 
ind. Church History 


Waterford and Lism« 


re 


' Prime Minister 


1, but later it 


coffin. The attempt 
"m 


Belfast: Ні 
eek 


„ approve hb 
Trade Pact: The recent ¢ SEE ed by 
| on February 27, by 


Hospitals: Following the | Sweepstakes, set up 

mneciión will не Hospita ommission was created in September 

: new works and 

Belfast by D.I Hamilton, with 
e as 


copy of the 1 


» document, said the 
I 


zed in a raid on the 
publican Clut 


March 3. It be 
Killinev Castle Sale: March 3. It had been 
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the home of the Ormsby Hamilton family, built in 1741, and would now soon pass to 
ount’ Heaney, who made it available as a training school for the I.R.A 
Far East: The Soviet Union was reported at this time flexing its muscles in prepara- 
tion for a war with Japan, on the issue of Outer Mongolia, otherwise the Mongolian 
People's Republic. Russia saw Japan, upon occupying Manchuria, as threatening he: 
the sparsely populated Mongolia 
Airship Hindenburg went on trial from Freidrichshafen. With the smaller Graf 
Zeppelin, they were programmed to fly all over Germany 
Rhineland: On Saturday, March 7, German troops marched into the Rhineland, 
bordering Alsace, breaching the Treaty of Versailles and Locarno. Simultaneously, 
Hitler offered a new agreement and a 'era of co operation'. France and Russia hastily 
joined each other in a defence pact 
A New Republican Party: Somewhat inauspiciously, a new Republican Party, 
Cumann Poblachta na h-Eireann, was signalled, on March 9, from Barry's Hotel. It 
would not take seats in either parliament, north or south, although a minority of dele 
gates had other views on that. The inaugural meeting was attended by many of the old 
names; Pádraig Mac Logan, Dr. J.P Brennan, Dr. A. Cooney, Madge Daly of Limerick, 
Nodlag I gha, Art O'Connor, B.L, Eamonn Gallon of Co. Donegal, Jerome Riordan, 
Maurice Twomey, Sean Bride, Fiona Plunkett and Blathnid Nic Carthaig. Ther 
| ; list of supporters. Many of these names, would, іп 1948, help in founding 
blachta, which, after some initial success, wrought its own downfall in 
ssociating with Fine Gael 


Spain: Churches and convents were reported under with photographs of 


yurnt out buildings appearing in the world pres 
Rhineland: France demanded that Germany withdraw, but Britain, under Baldwin 
nd Anthony Eden, made no move, although hinting that they might, should Belgium 
I | гапс‹ 
Urban District ( il were reported on March 
recruiting and of co 
gardaí in furnishing char 
Six Counties: In a parliamentary reply to Harry Midgely M.P, the Secretary foi 
in schools in Six unties, ‘two foreign languages were 
ish and French 
Torch and Lily: F. F announced they they w pting the ch as their Easter 
lem, while a colour advertisement for the Lily appeared same time, with the 
gan, Gradam do Laoch na h-Eiream 
The Irish Bulletin: The story of this underground mation sheet appeared in 
[ ess of March 16. Produced daily, by four m ind a woman, with a type 
ind a multigraph; it was is to press agencies in November 1919. The 


rial staff sisted of Fra agher, Robert Brennan and Erskine Childers 


De Valera Interrupted: The St. Patrick's Day broad: Vr. De Valera was briefly 


nterrupted by a vo hello, everybody. Thi the 1 me words followed 
James Francis Egan: Deceased Fenian, who had been sentenced to 2 
John Daly o ne in Birmingham in 1884, would have a tablet to his name ү 


in Glasnevin, b {ре Daly, sister of Mt 


Television on the Way: On 


Pensioners: 


Derry: 


Wolfe Tone Monument: 


1 


j| | | 
па V I 


Jerome Connor 


Zeppelins 


S. Е Condemns І.К. 


Vice-Admiral Henry Boyle Somerville 
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the Somerville and Ross literary authorship; their stories of nineteenth century Irish 
life achieving great distinction. Within davs his wife left for England, leaving 
instructions that Point House be sold 

Hannah Sheehy-Skeffington, had an article in the Irish Pres of March 25, on 
Michael Davitt, entitled, A Great Irish Tribune. Davitt, born March 25, 1846 at Strade, 
close to Castlebar, died in 1906. 

De Valera's Eye Trouble: De Valera - like James Јоусе -, frequently but unknown 
to each other, in the same city, was never free from eve trouble. A1 this time, and for 
many weeks, he was attending, in Zurich, the clinic of Alfred Vogt 

Cumann Poblachta held its first organising meeting in Barry's Hotel, on March 
26, with Sean Mac Bride presiding. Attending were Austin Stack, junior, Sheila 
Humphreys, Elsin O Rahilly, Mrs. Tony Woods, Mrs. Sidnev Czira, Nodlaig Brugha, 
Blathnid Nic Carthaig, Louise Coughlan, Kathleen Gleeson, The O Rahilly, B.L, 
Doctor Mc Kee, Dr. C.J Mc Carthy, Maeve Phelan, of Wexford Street, Nellie Murphy, 
Pauline Mangan, Emmet and Dick Humphreys, Ben Doyle, Doctor Tom Powell, M 
Keating, J. Mc Grath, J. Fitzgerald, D. O'Reilly, Seamus Mallin, B.E, W. Reilly, Donal 
O'Donoghue, Mick I itzpatrick and Sean Keating 

Pro-Cathedral: The Lenten mission closed on the night of Sunday, March 29 
Five thousand men escorted Archbishop Most Rev. Dr. Byrne inside the building. In 
Gardiner Street church, Fr. P. J Gannon, a noted Jesuit, delivered a strong sermon 
Class warfare was a suicidal doctrine, he declared. € apitalism, in the proper form 
could employ easily the two billion inhabitants of our planet 

Derry: The latest gerrymander of the city would ensure Unionis! hegemony for 
generations to come; that, in a city, where on a head count, nationalists exceeded 
others three to one 

Enniscorthy: Mrs. Brugha, with two thousand ittending, unveiled, Sunday 
ifternoon, at the Post Office, a plaque referred to above, to Commdt. Paddy O'Brien, 
O.C. Four Courts, and Volunteer M Spillane, killed in action against the Free State, 
nearby on July 11, 1922. Present were Tom Lawrence and Dermot ( " Brien, with Mrs 
P. Booth, sister, together with the Spillane parents, and a brother 

Belfast: Constable J.J Harrison, of Glenravel Street barra ks, York Street, travel 
ling on his bicycle at 10.0 p m, was hailed by three youths; one of whom levelled at 
him a revolver, shooting him in the shoulder before making off. Harrison was iden 
tified as having been in some way active in the Tulv troubles 

Zeppelin Hindenburg flew on the last day of March, from Germanv to Brazil; 
an unprecedented length of flight at the time. It carried 50 passengers and a crew of 
10, travelling at 94 m p.h 

Clondalkin Paper Mills, closed since 1921, were about to reopen under entre 
preneur J.J Walsh 

Roger Casement: The Final Vindication of Roger Casement; a work by ( ;eoffrey de ¢ 
Parmiter, was reviewed in the Irish Press of April 7, by M. J. Mc Manus, literery editor 


Mansion House Debate: 1 nterprising Cumann na mBan organised a debate on 


hat n1 ; ) hl " 1) , nn ; , wih (^ Hyi h ҮР 
the motion, that only a Sovereign Republic, havine п nnection with the British Empire 


satisfy the aspirations of the Irish people. With lawyer Art O’Connor in the chair, the 


protagonists consisted of Hon. Frank Packenham and Mr. Frank Mac Dermot fa ing 


rnt 


Industry 


Spain: Dr 


Communist all 
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Population Up: ( 


ernment. 61,001 


French Fears: It \ 


Ot 


intry 


a» 


ittempt to fo 


Belfast: Constable 


busily building 


is filled, with many out 


a boost for the Е 


recorded, making the 26 Counties 


sanctions against Germany 
former forts along the Rhine. Meanwhile 
he underground complex known as the 


1 along the frontier with Belgium, and 


that Germany invaded in 1940 


King, in 


evening of April 9, and was 1 


Hindenburg: Crippled: | 


ie 


Nation's Dead Honoured: 
d LR 


tabs but with no banners, fell in at the rere o 


Cat A rna 
"Lat ATTY 


I in 


killed. P. 


Social Credit: 


day morning 


Britain Rearming: It was 


н 


in t 


Austria: Austria 


pts were called 


local Protestant Le 


Derry: The 


Connaught Rangers: Surviving Kang 


revolt on June 2 


of their 


\ 


thousands again т 


d 
4 


ra\ 


Wwe 


ID 


) 


хп 


from t 


ries, we want no 


between pt jl 


'roup marching 


venue, signalled a suspect саг to stop, on 
Һа gunshot wound in the chest 
returning from Brazil, was slowed by 
cial permission to sail over France 


папу country wide parades, by both Fre« 


narched in Dublin. A group of 60 with red 


»ublican column on its way to 
C Willie Gallacher, Scottish 


walks in Westmoreland Street, and along the 


communists in Ireland’. In Fermanagh, the 
› the graveyard at Tempo 


) 1 Y " ^ " ^ 
:d, 20 demonstrators were 


s time an authoritari 


1 | 


| fifty million t 


1s again nervous 


on his vi 


\artialled 


tored by the 


Belfast Cra 


and one lames 


government; back dated 1 


І 


Crown Entry 


announced on April 22, that 


ester Diamond in 


Local ре ople mistook the group 


Britain would increase 
spent upon defence 
р within the country. 50,000 con 


rht to ban a civic welcome proposed for 


[he occasion was the consecration of 5t 


by a blocking Senate 


Bill abolishing them was finally passed 


"ers pension rights from 


28, 1920, In jullu in the Punjab; 62 


Daly, being exe - had their rights 


ol 


Arrests. On Sunday afternoon, April 26, a 
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irmed squad of R.U.C raced up the three floors, smashing in a door where 


ing place, arresting 13 present there. It was an important haul, 
lowed permission to recognise the court in the ¢ impbell Col 


Пере Cast They 
'ught to Chichester Street and conveyed to Crumlin Road 
Dungarvan: John Egan, of 24 Mitchell Street, was shot down on the evening of 
27. Four men had arrived to his home in a car seized from District Justice 


Not finding him there they moved to ; arby shop where Egan had 
hased a glass of mill 
Shots Fired at Destroyer: An official report of April, reve: 
- Briti sh de 
Castleblaney: A boot factory 


Is that rifle shots 
in Cobh harbour 
was u r construction in the town. The 


gPovern 
ent claimed that, between 1 


Balrath, Co. Meath: 


il hall, resulting in some scorching 


tories had opened sir 


' Unionist phalanx | ration defeated a motion to se 
planned gerrymander. Rival factions 1 


Cork City: A police an B 


> inside utside the chamber 
ranch swoop pulled in піл 


including Sean Mat 
All told, 31 wer Drou 


geht by train to to Dublin and 
'at Northern Railw аа built a number in Dundalk 


inch lines, including 


onomi 


TÉ ntrodu 1on I 


ill, Bundoran and 


Rowan Hamilton familv 
nd later Allen, was sold in 


S 1 juvenile prison) 
Abyssinia: With the Italian Art 


ny adv 'd on May 2, upon 


1 warshiy 


y was said t 1 Yer At i; the streets strewn with 
| 


Attempt to Restart An Phoblacht: Cumann Pobla: 


is uncertain whether An 


a new papi Г, 
ehicle. Its first 


ized however! n T. O Ceallaigh 


xecutive Council to inquire the 


' was informed sim 
'd under 
alist Wafd party 
now almost 
nts and two churches were burns \ 
Curragh Mutiny: Col. Maurice Moore and 


hange letters on the subject 
Italy: The war is over decl: 


ed ? 


Ает Lingus Тео: Its first aircraft 


1, 

Muss¢ 
idhaigh, chairman of Aer Lingus 
G.A.A Teams Leave for U.S.A: TI 


nt Vl 
' Limerick team (hurling), departed at 


Mob Surrounds Congress: А crowd of 2! 


Ryan, with three othe 


in team (football) 


1 an attempt by Georg 
] a Saturday meeting at 
'treet. Afterwards they 


Pillar, followed by a chanting mob of 2 


Turf Development: Speaking in 
10,000 could be employed on peat development. He was speaking on the Turf 


Sean Lemass stated that in excess of 


Development Bill 
De Valera Home: After more than six weeks spent in Zurich with his recurrent 
ve trouble, De Valera returned to Dublin on May 10 
90 In Jail: Maud Gonne's figure 
Republicans in jail, north and south 
About 50 voung men were seen drilling in a field in Finglas 


Party inaction) was 90 


(criticising Labour 


Finglas Arrests: 
) were arrested 


They had come on bicycles. 12 

Cumann Poblachta: Maurice Twomey laur hed the Party in Enniscorthy where 
there would be a by-election. England, he decl теа, is making ready for war. Later, 
50 attended a convention to ‹ hoose the candidate 


The Round House, Kilmashogue: This extraordinary ‘ink well’ structure, with 
shallow dome roof, existed in hilly south Dublin, until burned by British soldiers 
vas owned by an arty nationalist, by name Duncan C. Parker; 
s Gerald Crofts, the singer 


ish Press of May 14 
included St 


Armagh: i'aving 1 is [дү f Theobald Wolfe Tone 
sortinn ith Eneland is t 1m K( elaieh na h- Éireann 
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rv in Lon £g budget secrets 
re Of 1 projected 
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|, after a ten day hunger strik id ! 
у cored a \ y, as reported 


Belfast: The bitterly Protest: g 
1 fficial l [ 1ididate in Duncairn for a munk 


pal i 
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Tomas Mac Donagh: In a 
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ss, on Thursday morning, May 21, of Maurice Twomey, 


Chief of Staff, LR.A; and elsewhere in Dublin, Con Lehane, at the top of the organi 


sation was also held. Maud Gonne’s home, Roebuck House, was searched for Sean 

Belfast: A Damning Report: From London, as reported May 23, came the Report 
of the National Council of Civil Liberties on the Belfast, July riots. It was not пісе 
reading but it would make no difference to the lives of ( atholics and nationalists 
resident there; and neither Stormont nor Westminister would pay heed. Catholics, 

іа the report, had been denied all lawful means of onducting their political activ- 

ities, or of advancing the cause of a united Ireland.Davs later, Lord Craigavon, Prime 
Minister, answered back; ‘no importance should be atta: hed to a document contain- 
ing such misrepresentations [heir sole ambition is the establishment of an all 
Ireland republic, to which, I need hardly say, the Loyalists of Ulster will never 
л2теє 

Stewartstown, Tyrone: As а curtain raiser to another hot summer, an excursion 
train bringing loyalists from the York Street area of Belfast, arrived on a Sunday in 
this small town. Marching to a Catholic school, they smashed windows. Villagers 
returning from their fields went on a counter attack, driving them ой Regrouping 
followed, but again they were driven off, whereupon a troop of R.U.¢ escorted them 
from the scene 

Wales: Thousands of protestors gathered, May 24, at Pwillheli on the coast of 
Gwynedd, the site of a proposed bombing school. Some fisticuffs were ex hanged 
with locals who wanted the employment 

Paddy Kenna: An official report, for Sunday, May 24, refers to a public meeting 


it Cathal Brugha Street, where Paddy Kenna appealed for recruits All young men 


should join the I.R.A; we have plenty of guns; all we want is the men 

Ball Trial: After a prolonged trial, Edward Preston Ball, was found guilty but 
insane, The body of Mrs. Lavinia Ball, was never located 

Palestine: Guerrilla fighting continued against British mandate; the Arabs 
feared what was eventually to happen, simply, that the authors of the Balfour 
Declaration would enable Jewish settlers to possess much of their land 

Roscommon: Five young men were detained for questioning; John Mitchell, 


Iohn Mellin, Denis Daly, James Connor and James Morris 


n у” 


Palestine: There were reports of еа battles’ in the press of May 27; with 
Arabs fighting British forces. Reinforcements were sent from Cairo 

Kelleher and Others Sentenced: The press on the same day, reported sentences 
by the Tribunal; Patrick J. Collins, Tom Kelleher of Upton, Kieran Finbar Mc Carthy, 
to nine months each. Sean Coughlan, twelve months, and John M. Connolly and 
Jose ph Stockdale, of Cobh, to three months each 

Queen Mary Sails: The new ocean liner, the largest in the world, slipped out on 
its maiden voyage, from Southampton, hoping to capture the Blue Ribandwith the 
fastest crossing 

The Dawn Film received a rapturous welcome from a 1600 audience in the 


э” 


Capitol Cinema, when screened for the first time on May with many distin 
guished people present [he story centred around an ambush against the Tans in 
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[he detailed plan of the attempted post-Christmas raid on Campbell College 
armoury - a central feature of the courtmartial - was read. The three gate lodges were 
to have been seized, and 200 rifles conveyed to a ‘new destination’ 

Ulster Gaelic League: The annual Dáil-Mhór was held in the Ard Scoil, Divis 
Street, with nine Ulster Counties and Louth (ancient Ulster) represented. The open- 
ing address, in Irish, was given by Dr. Mageean, Bishop of Down and Connor 

J.H Thomas, Guilty: The Iribunal, sitting upon the budget leak allegations, 
found Thomas guilty, June 2, of informing two friends, Sir Alfred Butt, М.Р, and 
Alfred Bates, a wealthy businessman. Thomas was expec ted to resign his seat 

France: The socialist Popular Front government of Leon Blum, was said to be in 
crisis. He had taken office at the age of 64, at a time when the country was swept by 
strikes. 

Cooley Factory: Three factories were in course of building by the state to absorb 
surplus potato crops, Inishowen, Killala and Cooley, Co. Louth. They would distil 
the crops into pure alcohol. That at Cooley was almost complete at this time. 

China: Having first invaded central China in 1931, Japan was continuing to press 
into the country. 

Finglas Sentences: Following the raid upon a field drilling party near Finglas, 
Co. Dublin, when 12 young men were pulled in, Tribunal sentences, of six to twelve 
months were applied by number, as their names and home address's were 
unknown; it being a common practice to withold names to enable homes to be 
cleared of articles. Phil Christie, of Mc Kee Avenue; Liam O Luanaigh of Cabra, and 
Joe Brady of Upper Rutland Street, were known already 

Fintona: Orangemen, in a train party from Belfast attending a demonstration of 
some thousands in the west Tyrone town, indulged in a frenzy of shooting, after 
which they attacked local youths, shouting sectarian slogans. There were three 
arrests. 

Ballvmacarret: A train returning from a Saturday féis in Newcastle, Co. Down 
was attacked with stones as it entered the Belfast terminus 

Eamonn Duggan, one of the five Treaty signatories, collapsed on June 7, at a 
U.LP meeting being held in Dun Laoire Town Hall, where he chaired the Borough 
Council. Duggan was a lightweight in the politics of the time; his selection for the 
delegation occasioned surprise when announced in the autumn of 1921 

Night Time Battle in Jerusalem: Guerrilla warfare was continuing in Palestine 
^ report of June 9 spoke of Arabs occupying trenches around Jerusalem dating from 
the period of Allenby in World War One; their struggle being against Jewish immi 


gration, and the operation of the British mandate which permitted it 


l'ipperary: Sean Lemass was continuing energetically to promote the develop 


ment of Irish controlled industries. Two new factories opened in Co. Tipperary; one 
for the manufacture of gloves, and one for a lino substitute called balatum. De 
Valera arrived by train, being welcomed by rail workers at Limerick Junction. In the 


town he was escorted by the Tipperary Pipe Band, and a contingent of Old LR.A 


) 


[he formal proceedings were chaired by Rev. ].M Hayes С.С, President of 


4 Dublin address would not indicate their counties of origin; Killeen was from Co 


ngford 
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Muinntear na Tire. 200 would be employed in the two factories 
Sir John Purser Griffith, the engineer who had promoted over the years the 
Poulaphouca scheme, was made a Freeman of the City of Dublin at this time. A pure 


Welshman, he described himself. Now over 70, he had been born in Holyhead and 


educated at Trinity College 
Cavan and Limerick football and hurling teams received an enthusiastic recep 
tion when they returned to Cobh at the end of a successful tour of the U.S, on June 


9 

A New Second Chamber?: The Executive Council set up, at this time, a 
Commission with the task of making recommendations for a chamber to replace the 
former Senate. Chaired by Hugh Kennedy, Chief Justice, it included Attorney 


General, Conor Maguire, as vice-chairman, with 20 other legal and political nomi- 


nees, but onlv one woman; Helena Concannon, T.D, historian 
Eamonn J. Duggan: Treaty signatory”, was buried on June 9, in Glasnevin, next 


to the grave of Arthur Griffith; the coffin being draped in the tricolour and the 


Blueshirt flag. For such a colourless man attendance was remarkable; almost all 


of the Fianna Fail cabinet, together with a host of notables attended 


Trams to Trollys: Belfast Corporation announced their intention to phase out 


trams, commencing in east Belfast. They would be replaced by trolly buses 


Seige Mentality: Mr. J. Gordon 


Minister of Labour, was quoted on June 11 declaring a 
» Order) іп Newtonstewart; it is evident 


Parliamentary Secretary to the Six County 
t a meeting of the Royal Black 
Preceptory (an upper е‹ helon of the Orange 
that the new Nationalist organisation about to be established in the Six Counties 


would work in conjunction with their enemies in the South. (It is noteworthy that 


it this time, and until the seventies, the offic ial term Northern Ireland, was rarely 


used.) 


Bodenstown Train Advertisement: Un: 
idvertising a train service for the “Republican 


1ware that the parade would be banned 


reat Southern Railways were ‹ 


Pilgrimage 


Dublin Municipal Election € andidates: George Gilmore 
Areas 2 and 3. At a meeting in © athal Brugha Street, 


and Frank Ryan had 


put themselves forward in 
Gilmore promised that 'a Republican could do much to foster republicanism inside 
Dublin Corpor ation’. Frank Ryan promised free school books, a relief of tenement 
overcrowding, the restoration of trial by jury, and freedom for the Republican Press 
Neither of them however would be elected 

Fall of J.H Thomas: Greeted with glee in Ireland, was the verdict by a tribunal 
of inquiry into budget leaks benefiting two vealthy men, Sir Alfred Butt, M.P, and 
id Bates. Ex-Labour man Thomas, ¢ ommonwealth Secretary, and an opinionat- 


4 Pci Lt 
of De Valera’s constitutional changes, had been found guilty on June 11. The 


House was officially closed to him; on that day he departed for the last time 
No Bigotry: There is no bigotry in the south of Ireland, declared the Rev. W.T 


Lumlev at the Methodist Conference 1n Belfast on June 11. For all that, he said, the 


Һе of December 5 signature was pasted on from 


it a function on the night 
ird hich had been signe ] prev iously) in Downing 5treet but signed upon th« dox 
1(which haat 1рпе‹ I 
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stestant population is steadily dwindling 


EF Pilgrimage to Bodenstown: Described as a great pilgrimage, the spokesman 
5 commenting on the number attending which may have been 4000. De Valera 
the wreath, and Tomas O Deirg delivered the oration 
G.K Chesterton: Catholic essayist and novelist, died on June 14, aged 62 
Cumann Poblacht na h-Eireann: Publicity for this new Republican party had 
been negligible since its foundation. At this time a public meeting was reported from 


Nenagh, where Alec Lynn was declaring that the Free State was neither Irish, free o1 
state. Sean O’ Leary of Dublin also spoke 
Acting Minister of Justice, Gerald Boland, declared in An Dail, that ‘any organ 
isation promoting the use of arms will not be tolerated This was in reference to the 


shooting of Vice-Admiral Somerville, and John Egan 


Six County Deputation: A deputation was received by De Valera on June 17, 
consisting of Very Rev. Mons. Tierney, acc ompanied by three other priests, and Mr 
E. Killen, Senator T. Mc Laughlin, Cahir Healy, M.P, A.E Donnelly, M.P, A.J Mulvey, 
М.Р. LI Mc Carroll, М.Р, and W,J Doherty of Derry, Bernard Hay of Dungannon and 
PI Flanagan of Enniskillen. A statement issued said that today the President 
received a deputation of Nationalists from the six north eastern counties which put 
before him, as a Member of Parliament for South Down, and as head of the Saorstát 
government, the disabilities under which the Nationalists of the Six Counties are 
suffering. Their main complaint was the repeated gerrymander from Derry to 
Newrv: and the fact that Catholics had to largely fund their own schools, while 
Protestants incurred little funding, as they enjoyed the full benefit of the state built 


schools'. Stormont ignored the report of the deputation 


| 
Special Powers Act: Lord Craigavon informed his parliament that the Special 


Powers Act was now permanent. He was replying to J.W Nixon, Independent 
Unionist, who complained of recent roughing up of young Protestants by the R.U. 

Bodenstown Arrangements: A small note, two days ahead of Sunday, referred 
to the travel arrangements. There would be many buses and 22 special trains. The 
oration would be by Mary Mac Swiney 

De Valera on the League: In a statement to the Dail, De Valera announced that 
both the League and Sanctions had failed. The fate of Ethiopia was a warning to the 
small states of Europe. It was followed by a long debate during which recent con 
stitutional history was covered 

Govt. Bans LR.A Parade’: That was one headline for Saturday, June 20. The 
order, and a corresponding one, which declared the LR.A an unlawful organisation, 
was issued at 10 p m on Friday evening, over the name of € ;,erald Boland, Minister 
for Posts and Telegraphs, and Acting Minister for Justice 

At Lisbellaw (Co. Fermanagh) Petty Sessions: Hugh Mc Gauran, of Letter, and 
Stephen Reilly, of Milltown, Newtownbutler, were charged under the Special 
Powers Act. An R.U.C sergeant of Tempo stated that on Easter Sunday, about 200 
people arrived walking, in cars, and on bicycles, at the graveyard of Tobal, to the 
grave of Philip Breen, killed in 1920. Batons were drawn by the force present, where 
upon the parade dispersed. The two men were sentenced to three months hard 


labour, with a further three months, unless they entered into recognisances 
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Maurice Twomey Sentenced: Arrested leaving Mass on Home Farm Road, on 
Mav 21, Maurice Twomey was senten ed on June 19, to three years and three 
months, on charges of membership of an unlawful association, and a refusal to 
account for his movements. He was prosecuted by Kevin Haugh with J.S O'Connor 

OI 


Condemnation: Rarely voicing an opinion on matters »olitical, Cardinal Max 
I 


Rory, perforce, at Maynooth, condemned recent shootings [They were murders, he 


aid, that had shocked the country 
Bodenstown Ban Enforced: Contingents of the state Army, accompanied 
held the rail terminals of the principal cities, with some hundreds sta- 
tioned around Sallins, ind at the grave yard. All police leave had been cancelled, as 
; the movement of the special buses and trains arranged for the occasion. ‘Wild 
were reported in Dublin, and there were tales of arrests in the city and 
provinces. Some lorries carrying supporters were inter epted, but there was no con 
certed effort to breach, or to get around, the ban. One group however held a meet- 
lose to Sallins. Hannah Sheehy- Skeffington attempted, despite police pushing 
shoving, to read there the speech pr pared by Mary Mac Swiney, With her was 
unt and Countess Plunkett, Mrs. Tom Barry, Jim and Mrs. O'Donovan, Lil 
O'Donel, Kathleen Lynn, Jack Plunkett, Eithne Coyle (Eithne Ní Cumhaill), Annie 
O'Farrelly, Blaithnid Nic Carthaigh ank Rvan, Cora Hughes, Fiona Plunkett, 
Maire Comerford, Paddy Mc Grath, Mrs. Brugha, Dr Tom Powell, Seamus O'Kelly, 
Maeve Phelan and Mary Gaynor 
An official report refers to what was described as a disorderly public meeting, 
held in the evening in College Green 
Justification: Discussing the forthcoming ‘New Constitution’, in the Dail, De 
era warned that ‘an organisation that relies upon force 1s by the very terms of 
cle 2 A of the (current) Constitution, an illegal association’ 
President to Replace Governor-General: In a continuing report on his New 
onstitution, De Valera informed the House that the Governor~ ;eneral post would 
be replaced by an elected representative of the people who would act as the cere- 
monial head of state 
Pogrom Inquiry Sought: By a report of June 25, a deputation representing 180 
| of parliament (all party) арргоа‹ hed Prime Minister Baldwin at 
stminister sec king an inquiry into the [шу 1935 Belfast Pogrom. There would be 
inquiry, they were informed 
Mike Fitzpatrick, as a munk ipal candidate in Dublin, was reported on June 2 
‘aking at Hart’s Corner, in the north и 
Tonr Hales Resigns: Tom Hales, one о! three west Cork brothers, renowned in 


e. announced his resignation trom Fianna Fail on June 26. ‘I feel I can 


ontinue as a member of the Fianna Fail Party He was first elected in 


would now sit as an Independent Republican Three cheers for Tom 
Frank Rvan, to his audience in ¢ ollege Green. ‘Tom Hales is the only 
rD. However, there were no mort defections from what had 

in obedient and monolithic party 


} 4 pre 
Gun Running in 1920: Sean T O Kelly, who at that time was Republican repre 
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sentative in Paris, along with George Gavan Duffy, related, in the Irish Press of June 
7, his efforts, on instructions from Collins, to obtain continental arms. Contacting 
Mussolini, then a rising star but not yet head of the Italian state, he was advised to 
visit Gabriel d' Annunzio, in Fiume. Arms were promised at once, and were loaded 


upon a vessel, but ‘owing to disputes having arisen among the Italian adventurers 


as to who would lead the expedition, the boat never sailed’.” 
Seamus Mallin, a relative of Michael of 1916, speaking at Chapelizod on behalf 
f Cumann Poblachta na h-Eireann, compared the objectives of Fianna Fail and Fine 


OI 

Gael. So far as Republicans are concerned, he said, they are identical 
Poblachta Branches in Kerry: A spate of branches were formed at this time in 

I 

Ballylongford, Kilcummin and Dingle 
Tension in Belfast: With the Twelfth approaching, Catholics wedged in the small 

FI ‘ 1 
s again feared the rising tension. Dr. Daniel Mageean, Bishop of Down and 


street 


Connor, expressed anxiety. Cardinal Mac Rory spoke of Six County towns that had 


been 'shamefully gerrymandered'. 
Tuam: A report of June 30 refers to the memorable end to the three day Catholic 
Iruth Society Congress centred upon St. Jarlath's College in that town. 20,000 chil 


dren paraded, as a finale, within the grounds 
Palestine Police: A named Waterford city man was reported, June 30, wounded 


in Palestine. There were numbers of Irishmen at that time serving in the Palestine 
police 
J.W Burns: His death was reported in Dublin. Burns, a Methodist and a 


Republican, prior to 1916 was acquainted with Skeffington and Connolly. He 
returned from Canada to Dublin in 1923, and was at once interned. After a 26 day 


hunger strike, he was released 


re are allusions to these contacts under There is more ‘meat 


у Brian P. Murphy on John ¢ hartre 


in a recent 
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CHRONOLOGY: THE YEAR 1936: July to December: 

Paddy Kenna, of Dublin: A sitting of the Tribunal at Collins Barracks, on 
Tuesday, Tune 30, sentenced Paddy Kenna, of Darley Street, Harolds Cross, to eigh 
teen months for membership of the I.R.A. Kenna, on May 24, had publicly appealed 
it Cathal Brugha Street, for recruits 


A 


Michael Conway at Tribunal: As reported on иу 3, Michael Conway, of Магу 


Street, Clonmel, was charged before the Tribunal, with the murder of John Egan of 


) 


Dungarvan, who died on April 26. Conway refused to recognise the court. The trial 
was set for July 15 

Spain: Fear of an immunent соц] d it resulted in a thousand ‘fascists being 
taken in widespread arrests 

Inflammatory Speeches: An official report refers to an inflammatory I.R.A 
speech' made by Sean Mac 5winey presumably in Cork city or district. A similar 

‚ was made by him in August in which the phrase 'spies will get it in 

the neck' was quoted. Perhaps he did say that, although it sounds an improbable 
phrase from Mac Swiney 

Iom Kealey, Celbridge, was before the Tribunal on a membership charge on 


July Refusing to recognise the court, he was sentenced to six months imprison 


ment 
Jim Larkin's Union: The Dublin Trades Counc il, on July rescinded bv 84 votes 
11. a resolution banning the affiliation of the Workers' Union of Ireland 
Donal O'Donoghue, editor of the suppress: d An Phoblacht, was arrested on July 
Ballvdavid, in the Kerry gaeltacht, where he was holidaying with his wife, the 
er Shelia Humphries 
Thirty Men Before Tribunal: Arrested travelling 
almost all from Limerick city, were brought 


towards the banned 


мп of June 21, 30 young men 
[ribunal on Monday, July Their names were Patrick Greaney, 


t: Michael Ryan, Mungret Street; William Quinn, Nicholas Street; 


spect; John Moloney Mardyke; Edward Hannigan, Mardyke; Joseph 


nes Collins, Mungret Street; 
Patrick Gavin 
1 7 ) ^at К Keoel ; 
vnn, Pennywell; Daniel Quaid, Georges Quay Patrick Keogh, Grey 
Coo; treet: Sean O'Dwyer, Dixon's Lane; Patrick Mulcahy, 


iston 
john Kennedy, Castle Street 


Road; Christopher Thompson 
Brendans Road; John Mul ihv, Broad Street; Patrick Pearl, 


John Gleeson, Lisnagry; James Barry 


Lane lichael Hanrahan, High 


rd Barry 
liam Hartney, Upper William Street; Joseph Barry, Brendans 


гу; and Liam Barry, The Crescent. The lorry had been 


Council, but was blocked at Dunkerron, where 
cused were taken int E Y ir. R [c ] ehlin instructed by ].5 
solicitor prosecuted The men, refusing to recognise the court, were not 
Tried in batches of ten, sentences Of six months to eighteen months were 


1 } ' » " LY I I - > 
led. The third batch-of ten received their sentences on Monday, July 13 


government on July 10, forbade the 


Proclamation: A proclamation issued by 
| into the treatment of prisoners held in Arbour 


iry 


Commission of Inqu 
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As events unfolded, the holding of such an inquiry at that particular time might 
ve been no bad thing. 

Belfast: Richard Mcllkenny of the Marrowbone district, was charged on July 13 
h having in his possession 12 revolvers › was returned for trial 

Spain: Following the assassination of Calvo Sotelo, the right wing leader, on July 


ten police officers were arrested and charged with the killing. Pent-up feelings 


oth sides were about to be released in a bloody civil war 
Patrick Hogan T.D, former Minister for Agriculture, died, in a car accident, at 
fonaghan Bridge, Aughrim, Co. Galway, on the night of July 15 


) 


Michael Conway: The trial proper commenced on July 15, following which the 
[ribunal adjourned for four days to enable a defence to be put forward. Conway 
)bjected strongly, stating that he would not be putting forward any defence 

Derry: Hugh Mc Ateer: At a court in Derry on Julv 17, six men - five from one 
family - were charged in connection with a find of arms and explosives. Hugh Mc 
Ateer with his four sons; Hugh junior; Daniel; Edward and John; from William 


Street: and Thomas Carlin of St. Columb's Well Street, were arraigned. Stating that 
he did not recognise the court, Hugh junior asked Sergeant Clements if it had been 
necessarv to arrest his entire family when he had at once accepted responsibility fo: 
whatever had been found. The sergeant did not repl 

Dungannon: As reported July 20, Patric k Mc Kearnev, Remackin, Six Mile Cross, 


was put back for sentence on a cha of possession of a revolver. [he accused said 


he was no longer a member of the LR.A: having automatically ceased when h« 
signed a bail bond in jail. James Mallon, Curran, Dungannon, was also put back 
upon à charge of being in possession of a re Iver. Mallon said that he was not in 

К.А. However the R.U.C maintained th 

Spain: The army revolt, which initially broke out in Spanish Morocco on 
Saturday 18, plunged all of Spain into civil war. The re bel army was led by generals 
Francisco Franco, Emilio Mola, Quiepo de Llano (radio spokesman) Garcia Valino 
Fidel Dávila, José Sanjurjo, Juan Yagué « ;é Varela; they were faced by José 
Miaja (defender of Madrid), José Hernández Sarabia and Vincente Rojo. José 
Aguirre was President of the Basque Republic, which idherred to the government 
use, with Manuel Azana as President ain; Luis Companys was Pre sident of 
Catalonia. Dolores Ibarruri (La Pasionaria) stamped her name indelibly as the expres 
SIVE spokesperson of Communism.” 

Derry: The seven arrested were again r« manded on July 20 

Dungannon: At Tyrone Assizes on July 20, James Mallon was sentenced to 
twelve months, and Patrick Mc Kearney to eighteen months, arising from the 
charges above 

Mallow Reception: Seven С ork Republicans, 1 leased from Arbour Hill, arrived 
to an enthusiastic reception, on July 20, at lallo |y were; Jim O'Donovan 
Padraig Mac Swiney, Tadhg O'Callaghan, Pat Cummins, lim Counihan, Jim Stockley 


ind Tom Wall 


е further Index references for Spain and the n ly Column there; for Frank 
hael O'Riordan's story, and Frank Edwards (it ors) See the keynote work 


by Hugh Thomas 
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ine Gael Organiser Sentenced: Col. Jeremiah Ryan Highfield Road 


the Fine yel 


Michael Conway, was sentenced to death on July 21, by the Tribunal, for th 
| "ut оп August 12. In 


itenced by a Fianna 1 
't up in 193] 

| talonia 

rn half of 

been disci- 


they could 1 


g to recognise the Belfast 


Crown Entry Arrests: 13 


when char А courtmartial. Their 


f Stranolar; Michael 
Rice, Merrion Street 


kan Street, Belfast 


lohn Collins Fox, Obins Street 


Ivrone; Charlie Mc Glade, Ardilea Street 


, 1 7 ind cap l of Cat ia, having alr st co 
Barcelona, kev Mediterranean city, and capital of Cé ilonia, having almost come 


the control of rebel forces, was retaken by government. Ihereatter it remaine d 

| { М cts А YT sts { | ^ 
tate as headquarters of (Marxists Anarchists) until thei1 
rthrow by the Communists 


Sir Thomas Grattan Esmonde, T.D f 


died suddenly on July 22, at his 


in Linn P broke Street 
in { pper 1 1 27 


13 men wert sentenced on July 22, as follows:- Jim 
Michael A. Ke Пу, Sean Mc Cool, Sean Me 
lams and James Steele, five years; Tony Lavery, Joe Mc Nally, Billy Mulholland 
and Charlie Mc Glade, two years hard labour. 


16 


Crown Entry Trial: ТЇ 
Kileeen, Adjutant General LR.A, six у‹ 


Liam Rice, Micky Traynor, John Fox 


Hugh Mc Ateer senior, with sons, Edward | 
them dropped, on july 22. Hugh, junior, and Thomas 


Daniel and John, had charges in 


Derry police court 


1 


1 › \ Ik 1 yund guilty of possession of 
Carlin, were arraigned for trial on the day following, Found g I 


is and eelignite, he was sentenced to seven years W hile Carlin received five 
Booterstown Kidnap: John Carroll, who re fused to recognise the court, was sen- 
tenced, in a report of July 24, to nine months, by the Iribunal, on a charge of kid- 
napping Fianna Fáil agent, Mannix O Rourke of ВІаскго‹ К. Two others concerned 


1 guilty. 
Belfast: Gerald O'Connor of N« Ison 
involvement 


Street, with Arthur Carr of Vere Street, were 
i the tarring of Alexander M 
sentenced to twelve months for their in the ing é c 
‘ | "anth 3 й $ уе 

Michael Conway: It was аппоцп‹ ed on July 24, that the death sentence had been 


commuted to life imprisonment 
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Donal O’Donoghue (ODonnachadha), on hunger strike 16 days in Arbour Hill, 
had his trial, fixed for July 24, deferred 

Patrick Cullen of Waterford, was sentenced by the Tribunal, to three months, foi 
painting slogans; and for membership of the І.К.А 

Belfast: In the trial of Richard Mc Ilkenny, the jury could not agree; he was put 

k, bail being refused. 

Galway By-Election: Fixed for August 13, had three nominations; Professor 
James Hogan of Fine Gael; M. Neilan of Fianna Fáil, and Count Plunkett of Cumann 
Poblachta na h-Eireann 

Iribunal Sentences: A report of July 29 lists four LR.A members sentenced 
Thomas Lynch of Duleek, Co. Meath; to twelve months for membership, possession 
of a gun, and 74 envelopes relating to an LR.A national collection. Denis O'Neill of 
Portlaoise; to eighteen months for membership and possession of a firearm; Richard 
Mulready of Mullingar; to six months, for membership and possession of docu- 
ments; Sean Clerkin, Castleshane, Co. Monaghan; to six months for membership 
and possession of documents. In the previous year Clerkin had served one month in 
Crumlin Road Prison. On this occasion he remarked that the present Minister for 
Defence had once been his Chief of Staff; now he would be his jailer. 

Connaught Rangers’ Bill: Oscar Traynor, Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister for Defence, promised that every genuine applicant would shortly receive 
the offer of a modest pension, or a gratuity 

General Sean Mc Keon T.D, Charged: At Dunshaughlin District Court, in a 
report of July 28, he was sent for trial on a charge of having caused the death of 
Michael Stewart, aged 28, of Clonard, Co. Meath, and serious injury to Bridget 
Fields, both of whom were cycling, in daylight, when run down by Mc Keon's car 

[he state solicitor, Mr. Brown, said that there was ample evidence of negligence 
as the defendant had to be stopped before the accident because of his erratic driving. 

John L. Esmonde, was selected on August 3, to stand in the forthcoming 
Wexford by-election 

Stephen Hayes Selected: Stephen Hayes of Enniscorthy, was selected for 
Cumann Poblachta; Michael Murphy, a teacher, was chosen for Labour, and Denis 
Allen, for Fianna Fail 

Mine Disaster: A report of August 7, related that 57 men were believed dead, 
following an explosion at Woodmoor Colliery, near Barnsley. 32 bodies had already 
been brought to the surface 

Derry Men Sentenced: In a report of the same date, James Coyle of Spencer 
Road, described as Adjutant, Derry City Battalion I.R.A, was sentenced to twelve 
months on membership and documents charges. At the same time, John Dolan, of 
Union Street, received six months 

William Brett, Kilkenny: An official report refers to William Brett, of Kilkenny, 
being fatally wounded in this month, by Thomas Brett; both Kilkenny І.К.А, in what 


appears to have been an accident at a training session, or when weapons were being 
cleaned. William Brett is not noted in Last Post; the omission would appear to have 


been an oversight. 
Baton Charge At Arbour Hill: Republicans endeavouring to publicise the 
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ff isolation and silence prevailing in the prison, organised a meeting іп 


regime ‹ 


O'Connell Street, followed by a march to the prison. Baton charges and running bat- 


tles followed in the roadway fronting the prison 
t 


Bodenstown: A report of August 10, states that a Sinn Féin procession, of some 
I } И , m 


hundreds, took place to Bodenstown. Mary Mac Swiney delivered the oration 


Spain: Mass executions of prisoners taken in battle were being reported from 
both sides in Spain 

Wexford Result: The by-election result was r« ported on August 19, as follows 

Denis Allen: Fianna Fáil 

Capt. John Esmonde: Fine Gael 

M. Murphy (Labour) 12 

1,301 

sorted on August 20, after returning from Holland, as 


Stephen Hayes (Rep) 
General O'Duffy was rej 


expressing willingness to lead an Irish Brigade to Spain. 'If only two Irishmen go to 


opain I shall be one of them’ 
20 LR.A Were in Crumlin Road, where eight had commenced a hunger strike 
al treatment. The Six County authorities had always refused to concede 
form of political treatment After a dozen days only Jimmy Steele remained on 
hunger strike 
Newtownards Tragedy: When a racing Cal went out of control, on Saturday, 
September 5, during a Tourist Irophy race 
into spectators. I ight died instantly, while ten were very seriously injured 
Cork City Hall: De Valera opened the new £185,000 City Hall, upon Merchant's 
:e former City Hall, along with much of Patric k Street and 


that passed through the town, it plunged 


Quay on September 8 ГІ 


1 bv the British on December 11, 1920. 


adjoining streets, had been burnec 
arrested in Cork city on the evening of 


Slogan Painting in Cork: Four men were г 
1g on the issue of conditions in Arbour Hill 


hill; Michael Walsh, Streamhill; Denis 


September 11, engaged in slogan paintir 


Prison. William and Denis Conroy, Carrigtoo 
All were conveyed to Dublin, to appear before the 


Mc Donnell, Gardiner's Hill 
Iribunal 
Death of Sean Glynn: Sean Glynn, 


from Limerick to Bodenstown on the morning 
His death was touching evidence that after a 


one of the lorry men attempting to trav el 
of Tune 21, was found strangled in his 


cell, on the morning of September 13 
mere eight weeks, he had been unable to withstand the regime of isolation and 


ле authorities in Arbour Hill. 
xtured San Sebastian in the north, and were com- 


entire Basque province; the principal 


silence imposed by ti 
Spain: Franco's forces had са 
mencing an offensive that would roll up the 


towns of which were Bilbao, Santander and Gijon 

Sean Glynn at Rest: A volley was fired over the grave of Sean Glynn, laid to rest 
in Limerick on Tuesday, September 15. The remains were borne from St. John's 
Cathedral on the shoulders of his comrades. Mary Mac Swiney led with a decade of 
the Rosarv, and former H.Q man, 5ean Keating, of Kilkenny gave the oration. Sean 
Glynn's death, for the first time foc ussed attention on the regime in Arbour Hill in 
a manner that marches and slogan painting could not have done. A cheerful boy, 


seemed a subject for suicide, and yet, one never can 


scarcely over twenty, he had not 
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tell. Within twenty four hours, the Dept. of Justice, instructed the military authori- 
ties to revert to normal association procedures of six hours daily and placement of 
prisoners in the jail." e.g, not to be separated by a cell held empty 

Mc Garrity: Final Breach: The prison death of Sean Glynn is said to have caused 
the final breach for Joe Mc Garrity. Writing to Mick Mc Donnell a few weeks before 
his death in May 1940, he acknowledged that throughout the period of their friend 
ship he and De Valera had been pursuing different goals. ‘Dev! his very name makes 
me sick. What has he not done but to reverse everything he has ever taught? We 
made him a little god here, and I now believe, and have for some time, that after 
Easter Week he was through with any physical contest against England’. Quoted in 
Coogan from Sr M.V. Tarpey, Ph.D St John’s University, М.Ү 

Spain’s Minister in Dublin Dismissed: Senor Don Alvaro de A Guilar was dis 
missed by the Madrid government, with loss of salary and pension, on September 
16. Senor de A Guilar denied however that he had been dismissed; he had, he said, 
resigned ten days before. 

Crumlin Road: Sean Mc Cool and Jim Killeen were reported at this time on 
hunger strike, seeking political treatment 

The Alcazar at Toledo, 40 miles south west of Madrid, held by a pro-Franco gar- 
rison, was mined by Madrid forces on September 18. The mines failed to destroy the 
complex stone fortifications, and the besieged managed to hold out until Franco 
forces broke through ten days later; when, as was normal in Spain, there was a blood 
bath of every Madrid fighter that could be found 

Patrick Gillespie, aged 18 with an address in Gardiner Place, was released from 
Arbour Hill, on September 20, after a ten day hunger strike. He had been arrested 
drilling near Rathfarnham on May 13 

Sean Glynn Inquest: The jury, at the inquest on September 22, found that death 
was caused by asphyxia, and was self inflicted. They added that the deceased was 
not a fit subject for solitary confinement, but that he had not otherwise been ill-treat 
ed by civic guards or military authorities 

Three Firemen Die: In a conflagration that broke out in a house at 164 Pearse 
Street, occupied by Exide Batteries, on October 5, three firemen, William Malone, 
Peter Mc Ardle and Thomas Nugent, were lost 

Spain: Franco General Varela, now closing in on two sides upon Madrid, issued 
a surrender call on October 13. Surrender unconditionally, he ordered, or your pun- 
ishment will be equal to your resistence. Madrid would not be taken however until 
another 30 months had elapsed 

Jeremiah Mc Carthy of Mardyke Street, Skibbereen, was on October 13, sen- 
tenced to seven months by the Tribunal on a charge of being a member of an unlaw- 
ful association. Letters found in his pocket were addressed to the adjutant of F 


Company, Oglaigh na h-Eireann. Mc Carthy, addressing the three officers, said that 


he had already spent six months in solitary confinement in Arbour Hill where Sean 
Glynn had been done to death; if however De Valera wished to smash the LR.A, he 


, 


*See Christy Quearney's Account 
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ша require to kill thirt 
Madrid: Prolonged 


vember, as the Franco forces t 


in October and 
[he Republican govern 


п 


ilready moved t ale The Franco forces had commenced heavy 


These t by the future Stuka pilots of Germany 


Flanders Poppies, on sale in France it vember were vellow; not red; as it was 
feared that wearing a red poppy might rer was a communist 


Cumann Poblachta Ard Fhéis: The Ard Fhéis, wl 


Saturday in Nove mber was the 


h opened in Wynn's Hotel 
npt to emulate Fianna Fáil 
[t w Addressing the hundred del 
South the absence of 


e to politic il activity which made i 


National Secretary Sean Mac Bride due t 


{ Impossi- 


21е for him to attend 
Carrickmore, Tvrone: Brian Mc Mahon was sentenced to three months in 
1 Р, Ку: 
Belfast, in a report of November 10, under the Special Powers 


When атт‹ sted on Ox tober 28, a booklet of poetry was found in 


for refusing to 


answer questions 

his possession 
General O'Duffy left Dublin on Nov: mber 20, with around 40 members of his 

Brigade, travelling overland to Spain. Numbers had aln ady left 

Germany and Japan Pact: The two nations signed, on November 25, what they 

ribed as an anti-communist pact. It was believed that it covered also a secret mili 


tary agreement 
Recognise Franco? A motion, countering one put forward by Fianna Fáil that th« 
37. called for adjournment until December 1 only. It was 


Dáil adjourn until February 1937, ‹ 
ига! motion, in support ot a proposal from W.T Cosgrave and the Fine Gael 
that the Irish Free State withdraw recognition trom Valencia, and accord full 
diplomatic recognition to Gene ral Franco's government in Burgos. At this time, apart 
i recognition. The motion was 


from Germany and Italy, few other states had accordec 
votes to 44; De Valera strongly defending his non-intervention policy 


defeated by 64 v е 
argo Caballero, tricked early on at 


Son Held: The 22 year old son of Premier Larg 
irid, and becoming a Franco prisoner, was held for some time as a possible hostage 


id 


xchange, but about this time was executec 


O'Duffv: A further batch of 80 volunteers lef 
to travel overland, or by sea, to Franco Spain. 

Film Banned: Sir Dawson Bates, Minister for Home 
November 27, banned the showing of a film Ourselves Alone, in the province A.U.S pro- 


1 3s oD 
duction, it dealt with events in 1920 and 1921 


Drogheda Baton Charge: A protest meeting against the | 
being held at the Tholsel, 1 'Yrogheda, was broken up with a baton charge 
on Sunday evening, November 29. A speaker at the meeting was later detained 

ча Р, 1 
Е.Р Mc Carron, Secretary, Dept. of Local Government Removed: Rumour of a 


floated about following his sudden removal after 40 years service. The 


i by a firing party at Segovia 
t Dublin on Saturday, November 


Affairs in the Six Counties, on 


detention of local 


Republ 


icans 


conspirat V 


Executive Council gave no reason 
Crvstal Palace Destroyed: A creation in gk | 
1851, the Crystal Palace was destroyed by fire 


Paxton, for the Great Exhibition ot 


iss and iron, of the engineer Joseph 
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overnight on November 31. Originally erected in Hyde Park, it was taken down and 
rebuilt, in modified form, at Sydenham Hill. 

Abdication Crisis: Having chosen that he would marry American, Mrs. Wallis 
Simpson, King Edward V111, agreed on December 10, to sign an Act of Abdication 
[his required that he must leave the United Kingdom, and refrain from entering any 
of the Dominions. King George V1, his successor, agreed to confer a Dukedom upon 
him 

700 Sail for Spain: They left early on Sunday, December 13, from Galway, aboard 
the German vessel LIrundi. They were said to have come from all parts of Ireland. At 
the last moment around 50 refused to go on board, as they complained that officers 
were referring to them in demeaning terms 

External Relations Act: In the 48 hours during which the U.K did not have a 
reigning monarch - that not having happened since Cromwell had Charles 1 behead- 
ed in 1649 - De Valera summoned by telegram and other means, all members of the 
Dáil (there was no Senate), and had passed - most adroitly be it said - over Friday 
11, and Saturday 12, two bills; the Constitution (Amendment No. 27) Bill, and the 
Executive Authority (External Relations) Bill, both by 81 votes to five. It provided 
that Free State diplomatic and consular representatives would in future be appoint- 
ed by the Executive Council only, while all vestiges left from the Governor-General's 
time, would be deftly swept away. What was being done in effect was a clearance of 
way for the Constitution of 1937, a Republican Constitution in every thing but name; 
with the King, as a constitutional organ, instrument or method of procedure; retained 
only for limited purposes." 

Rev. Thomas O'Doherty, Bishop of Galway and Kilmacduagh - the man who 
coined the reference two years before ‘Cut Throat Tone'- died at his palace on 
laylor's Hill, Galway, on December 13. 

Legal Appointments Made: The following appointments were announced on 
December 23: Justice James Creed Meredith and James Geoghegan K.C, Attorney- 
General, appointed judges of the Supreme Court; George Gavin Duffy, K.C, 
appointed judge of the High Court; Patrick Lynch, K.C, appointed Attorney 
General of Saorstát Eireann 

Commdt. Е.Ј (Ned) Cronin left Cork, with Doctor James Burke, in November to 
assist the Franco forces in Spain, but was blocked upon arrival at the frontier; it was 
believed through the influence of General O'Duffy with the Burgos authorities. He 


accordingly returned to Cork a few days prior to Christmas. In a statement, he 


announced that he hoped soon to form a new Irish Brigade as a rival to the O'Duffy 
brigade. (Nothing further was heard of that.) 

Estimates of Volunteers in Spain: None too reliable; estimates of the number of 
volunteers - many of whom were not volunteers - circulated at this time 

On Franco Side On Government Side 

Germans 20,000 Russians 10,000 

Italians 15,000 French 10,000 

French 500 Belgians 2,000 

Irish 1200 Others 7,000 


* Discarded altogether in 1949 
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CHRONOLOGY: THE YEAR 1937: 

Past The High Point: The years 1934/35 marked the highest point for Oglaigh 
na h-Eireann, both in respect of numbers and expectations. Ninety per cent of the 
leadership and memb: rship expe ted that, with Fianna Fáil in government, the road 
to the Republic would be opened and the dream of Pádraic Pearse would be ful- 
filled. With the increasing popularity of Fianna Fáil prior to 1932, the torch light pro- 
cessions, the charisma of De Valera’s name, and the overwhelming rural support 


o the declared intention to abolish the Annuities - a scheme that came from the 


lue t 


LR.A through Peadar O'Donnell - the perception was that half the nation was on 


ind that indeed the names Fianna Fáil and LR.A were almost inte 
wel 


their side 
changeable. But the offer of pensions bs for some hundreds in the Broy 
Harriers, and the crack down from the resurrected Military Tribunal, ended all that 


Having used them, De Valera was adroitly distancing himself from the I.R.A; from 


na h-Óelaigh: and ex-Chief of Staff Frank Aiken, now Minister for Defence, disap- 


a body joined his Volunteers, was bitterly opposed to 


them 


So the word quickly went out; 1 as good as a wink to an Irishman. You 


would miss vour chance of a pension; of a job perhaps, if you were seen to be active 


in the LR.A. Never strong in the North, the numbers shrank in the South, with 


brigades becoming battalions; and then 
h Con Lehane and others in the leadership 


onlv skeletal at that. The head figure, 


Maurice Twomey, was in jail, along wit 
Its political party Cumann Poblachta had been a recent and dismal failure, and there 
was a further big split, on a policy issue, пре nding. 


3 could be no more than an effort of holding the line; the Army was 


1937 therefore 
a messiah that would bring 


without a policy; it had been so for years. It now awaited 


The awaited messiah would be Sean Russell 


to it a policy 
A report of January 1, told of John Harnett appearing 


Carrigtwohill, Co. Cork 


before the Tribunal charged with 


possession of arms and ammunition, and with 
Thomas Murphy, a postman It emerged that Harnett 


sending threatening letters to 
man but had been replaced by Murphy. Refusing, in a defiant speech, 


had bee n post 
on the possession charge, to three years 


to recognise the court, he was sentenc ed 
The letters charge was dismissed 


Omagh, Co. Tyrone: The County 
a striking building in the centre о! the town, for a céili. They 
the Under Sheriff, Mr. R. Mc Coy, that they would not 


le, or to have paper decorations of a tricolour 


Committee of the G.A.A had at this time 


booked the Courthouse, 
were informed however by 
be allowed display the tricolour insic 
although it was expected that 


content. The Committee undertook to consider this, 


they would seek other premises 
Spain: Reports from the battle fronts tol 
have landed in Cadiz, on the Franco side, while 


train from Paris to join the International Brigade 
records 80 young men leaving 1 Jublin 


d of a lull. 5000 Italians were reported to 
80 British volunteers had left by 


Irishmen for Spain: A report 0! January 7, 
by bus for a port in the south; with 20 left behin« 
more followed from 1 imerick 
on January 6, banned the sale of arms into 


i because of overcrowding. 50 were 


said to have left Cork, while 
Arms Ban: The U.S. Government 


Chronology 


blems for the Madrid 


"ws had indulged in 


time hous¢ 


later char 


iM 
iid to mildly favour 
veetings over January 14 in 
Minister Dies: Wilhelm 
ublin in Oct 34, died after a 


Mine Detonated in Belfast: What 


Belfast: Widespread house raiding took place in west and north Belfast over 


ekend of January 16. There were reports only of iments' being found 
Fr Ramon La Borda, Basque priest, spoke to a packed iety Theatre (with this 
present) on January 17, chaired by Fr ^ inagan weeks earlier 
rge Gilmore had crash landed in Euzkadi seeking him 
An Airport for Dublin: A hundred acres of land was acquired at this time, at 
I near Collinstown, Co. Dublin, close to where a former R.A.F aerodrome 
is the nucleus of the future Dublin Airport 
Joe Hanna of Belfast: Described as a Belfast Corporation employee, Joe Hanna, 
her of nine children, was shot dead, after dark, on January 27, in a street off Falls 
id. Hanna had been in Oglaigh na h-Eireann since 1920, being highly respected, 


information officer. The I.R.A however regarded its case against him on the 


pbell College raid, Crown Entry ind other disclosures, as proven. At the 


inquest, the Coroner referred to the death as th« 


і 


Bishops’ Pastorals, omitted references to the LR.A but continued to warn 
against communism, and emigration; emigration, this time to Britain, having recom 
menced after six years 

Died in Spain: Reports were received on February 6, of the deaths of four men 


of the International Brigade, serving on the Jarama and Cordova front, south of 


Madrid. Their names were; Dan Boyle of Belfast; Frank Conroy of Kildare; Bill 


Beattie of Belfast and John Meehan of Galway. Numbers of other Irish were report 


C 


ed wounded, among them being Jerry Doran, Donal O'Reilly, Jack Nalty, Seamus 


Kelly, Paddy Smith, T.T O'Brien and Pat Murphy. Many of these casualties were said 


to have been caused when the Irish column attacked the village of Guadarrama" 


lly and O'Brien were to die later 


Malaga Falls 


Non Intervention: 


| 


Salary Increase: It 
| 


Irade Agreement 


Kit Conway Dies: ! 


Joseph Gerald Keenan 


De Valera's Work Plan: 


Peadar O'Donnell Banned: Crusader-at-large O'Donnell found the doors barred 
him when he arrived at C n's University, Belfast, on ? | | 


[he doors 


H | 


ll attended discourse t 


School Catastrophe in U.S: An ех] ion reported on March 19, at a school in 
New Lond: Texas, killed over 600 children г teachers. It had taken place in a 
ег room beneath the building. The school's total roll was 1500 


м А Т OY CER AA — | я 
Spain: Моге Irish Deaths: Jim y, formerly of Dublin, and Maurice Quinlan, 


of Waterford, were reported on March 20, to have been killed near Cordova 


. A AA » > > th А } 11 Mo ^ 
Tom Mellett of Ballinrobe: А repo! arch that he had been sen 
| possession of a Thom |i gun lellett had been surround- 


ich. men. In t struggle Supt Leary shot him in the 


ulder 
O'Duffv Brieade Deaths: Commdt. Gabriel Lee, with an address in 


ira, and Tom Foley of Tralee, were reported dead from wounds received 


on March 23. Earlier, on February 18, Capt. Tom Hyde and and Dan 


| from Kerrv, were killed in a fatal blunder, by a bandera of General Franco 


the ¢ апагу Islands 


и жЕ 1 hed in Н Irish Times ^ 27 
Castlebar Meeting Banned: What w scribed, in the Irish Times of March 27, 
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as an LR.A meeting, to be addressed by Donal O’Donoghue at Castlebar on Easter 


Sunday, was prohibited by Minister P]. Ruttledge. The meeting was one of 30 
і 


planned, with two announced for the North, and three for Britain 

Newport, Co. Mayo: ‘Wild scenes followed the ban, as an I.R.A party paraded 
through this town. They had intended proceeding to C astlebar but choose Newport 

ead 

At Kilmeena, south of Newport, around 60 were attacked with batons, whik 
commemorating in the churchyard an ambush by Mick Kilroy with a column of the 
West Mayo Brigade upon the Tans on May 19, 1921*. ‘I was asked by the men’, 
protested Fr. J. Philbin, ‘to say a Rosary over their comrades killed at this spot; the 
ceremony was purely religious when the guards drew their batons and charged the 
men 

Birr: An intended parade in this town did not take place due to it being prohib 
ited. The town remained quiet 

Belfast: Despite an Easter Sunday ban, an attempt to form a procession in the 

area was frustrated by a large force of police making repeated baton charges 

They were backed up by the presence of dozens of armoured cars with machine gun 
mounted turrets 

Belfast Girls Arrested: Five girls appeared in court on March 29, charged with 
provocative behaviour, likely to lead to a breach of the peace, on Easter Sunday. Rose 
and Kathleen Kelly, Alice Deeds, Isabel Wilkins and another. After being arrested 
thev continued to wear Easter lilies, while being escorted to the Shankill Road bar 
rack. We meant no harm, they told the judge. The Probation Act was applied 

Arrested for Lilies: On March 21, five young people were arrested in Drogheda 
for selling Easter Lilies 

Refinery Plan Abandoned: An ambitious plan by Sean Lemass for an oil refin 
ery located at Alexandria Basin came to a halt, although construction work had com 
тепсей, as reported on Marc h 23. Shell and Esso were blamed for the forced aban- 
donment 

Sallins Raid: 12 Thompson guns, newly arrived in cases bearing steamship 
labels, together with 12,000 rounds of ammunition, were seized at the farm of 
Dominic Collins, at Waterstain, Sallins. Although found in the house, all were 
intended to be concealed in a concrete chamber entered via a tunnel from a hayshed 

Spain: More Violent Battles: The news of April 2, carried reports of intensified 
үг Шегу bombardments upon both sides resulting in a high death toll 

Newport Charges: 13 men appeared in court in Westport on April 2, charged 
with riotous assembly in Newport on the previous Sunday. The prisoners kept up à 
continuous fire of interruptions; singing Republican songs during the hearing. They 
were removed in custody, with names not being given 

Judges' Salesyard Criticism: In a case arising in the High Court on April 5, 
when damages were sought against the Branch men who had fired and killed 


* A disaster for the column; five dead, seven wounded and some of those captured. See 


Гот Heavey in Survivors, 1987 edition 
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Michael Lynch, wounding seven others, in the Cork sales yard episode of August 13 
Judge Hanna was severely critical of the armed detectives. They were an excres- 


ence, he declared; the use of guns in the circumstances was quite unsustainable. In 


1 subsequent appeal against the award, a reserved judgement was announced 


Irish Christian Front: The recently founded organisation of Patrick Belton T.D 
I 


Dr. J.P Brennan, Dublin City Coroner and Miss Aileen O'Brien, held their second 
meeting on Sunday night April 4, in College Green, with an overflow attendance in 
Е 10,000 people. Interruptions were unwelcome, with the gardai removing 


f 
Frank Ryan, declared Belton, had run away from 


excess 
individuals for their own safety 
Madrid and was now in Dublin solely to cause disturbance 

Aer Rianta Created: A new state company was announced on April 7; Aer 
Rianta would supervise Aer Lingus and would develop and control airports. Work 


a 


Film Seized in Dundalk: Two men, armed, in a report of April 8, entered th« 
ia. Later in the day two men 


would commence shortly upon a new airport at Shannon 


Park Cinema in Dundalk, removing the film Clive of Ind 


were detained 


Sending Girls to England: The 


Department of Industry and Commerce in a 
statement admitting sending girls to employment in England, but added t 


iat none 
> under 21, nor had they been sent against their will 
Spain: The world's largest battleship, H.M.S Ho d, moved at this time to Spanish 
waters, with instructions to protect merchant shipping 

Sentenced for Sallins Raid: Following the arms seizure at Waterstain, Joseph 
Daniel Collins received a four year sentence from the Tribunal. He refused to recog- 


nise the court 
Six County Minister for Finance, H.M Pollock, died on April 15 at the age o 
74. Pollock, a major Belfast flour importer, was wedded to financial orthodoxy. 


{ 
I 


Spain: On the Madrid front around El Paede, and at Vaciamadrid, a two day 


1s called to enable each side to go forward, find and bury their dead 


ce Wa 
New port Case: The 13 accused appeared on A pril 26 at Castlebar; all charged 
‚а, while Jack Mc Neela of 


Ten of the men were dischargec 


with riotous behaviour 
Drumcallagah, Ballycroy, and James Moran of 


Ballycroy, Ned Corrigan of 
Knockmovlan, were returned for trial to the Tribunal. The names of the ten were; 


John Sweeney, John Gardiner, P. Keane, M Cassidy, О Sweeney, М. Mc Neela, ] 


Ginty, T. Mc Neela and P. Conway. Press men in the courtroom were ordered to 
leave. After the prisoners had been removed to Sligo, a baton charge was directed 
upon the crowd assembled outdide. 

aviators raided the holy city of the Basques on April 26, caus- 


Guernica: German 
»y President Aguirre of the 


ing much death and destruction; roundly condemned I 


Basque Republic 

Arnold Lunn Speaks for Franco: 
vriter and traveller, to a crowded Gaiety Theatre, as reported on 
Our Lady wants the Spaniards under 


[his is a just war in 5pain, declared Arnold 


Lunn, English 
April 26. ‘This is a just war in which case 


*Frank Ryan had returned suffering a minor wound, to 1 dublin in the third week of March 


He remained until June 3. It was his last homecoming 
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Franco to have as many rifles as possible and to shoot as str 1ight as possible In that 

the rifle is a holy weapon, very properly conse rated to Our Lady Italy under 

was a great country which Great Britain could not patronise . ( [he Pope, Pius 

X1, had referred to the triumphal peace of this great and happy nation, after 

Abyssinia). Rev. J. Canavan, S.J, proposing a vote « anks, stated that communism 

never took hold of a country until that country was rotten. Prof. Michael Tierney sec- 

onding the vote of thanks said that the best way to meet communism was with force 
[t should be suppressed everyw here it showed its head. 

Zeppelin Hindenburg exploded, and burst into flames, as it prepared to moor 
it Lakehurst, New Jersey, on May 6. 32 passengers, including some crew, perished 
but, miraculously, 66 by leaping and sliding, esc: 

Máirtín Ó Cadhain Sacking: The school teacher, Marrinan, who had replaced O 
Cadhain at Cearn Mór, three miles north of Oranmore, was assaulted by armed men 
ind warned to leave. Máirtín himself. who had no fore-knowledge of the attack, had 
earlier been called upon by Canon Patrick Moran, directed by Bishop Doherty, to 
leave the LR.A or resign his teaching post. Although he came from an impoverished 
family he choose to resign. 

Killiney Castle Purchased: Killiney Castle and eight acres of land, was sold on 
May 3 by Dun Laoire Corporation to the 'Count Heanev for £2,000. It would be à 
training university for the LR.A 

Beresford Place Anti-Coronation Meeting: Called originally for College Green, 
this protest attempted to assemble outside Liberty Hall. But, as it had the title of L.R.A, 
mong its announcements, 300 police occupied the venue and a running battle took 
place. 250 Dublin Brigade men, with Tom Barry, Tagh Lynch, Frank Ryan, Donal 
O'Donoghue, Peadar Rigney and many other names were involved". A peaceful pro 
cession was permitted through O'Connell Street on the following night, May 12 

Ihe Irish Times windows in Patrick Street, Cork, were smashed for placing on 
view early pictures of the Coronation 

George VI was crowned King of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, and of the 
Dominions, Emperor of India etc. in Westminister Abbey, on May 12. In accordance 
with English tradition he was seated on the Stone of 5cone (a village in Tayside, 
Gcotland), or, as Ireland claims, the Lia Fáil, the ancient Stone of Destiny from Tara 

Constitution Proceedings: The Dáil, on the night of May 13, passed the second 
reading of the draft constitution 69 13. Article 2 A- the coercion powers would no 
longer pre vail, but powers for a Iribunal would be retained. For this and for other rea- 
sons the Labour Party resolved to oppose the measure 

Equestrian Statue Goes: The bronze statue of King George 11, in the centre of 5t 


Stephen's Green, was blown up at eight, on the morning of May 13 It had been erect 


ed in 1758 

Col. Tom Carew of Main Street, Cashel, an officer with the O’Duffy Brigade, was 
reported on May 14, recently wounded near Madrid 

Ballycroy Men Sentenced: A report of Iribunal proceedings of May 15, announ« ed 
sentences as follows: Jack Mc Neela, Cl n House, Ballvcroy, twelve months: Ned 
Corrigan of Drumcallagh, Ballycroy, twelve months: James Moran, Knockmoylan, 


Ballycroy, three months 


lengthy account appears in Sean Cronin 
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Hollywood, Co. Down: 17 live grenades were 'arthed while digging on ths 


lands of Richard Jefferson. Th 


Spain: Geri inv $ ket battleship, Deutchland, wi \ 30, while 


п the Mediterranean. 24 crew were reported dead. Reprisals came quickly 


lhe battleship Admiral Scheer, accor ipanied by four destroyers, entered the govern 


›{ 


ment held port of Almeria, and proceeded to pour 200 shells into the town. At the 


same time, Germany and Italy announced their withdrawl from the London based 
intervention Committee 

Spain: General Mola, the comm inder of the Franco forces around the city of 
о, was killed in an air crash on June 

Ex-King Edward V111 Married: As Duke of Windsor, Edward on June 3, mar 
Mrs. Wallis Warfield, divorcee, and U.S citizen, at the Chateau de Carde, near 


Monts, Franc ^ biographer, after his passing in 1972, disclosed that Edward was 


\ -— 
b 


Ww here р ivments, OI picking up a tal 


particularly tight, to the point of meanness 


was concerned. A more recent biographer une arthed evidence that Edward offered 
himself to the Nazis should they overrun England 
O'Duffy Brigade Returning: A Reuter message of June 5, from I isbon, told of 


Mo 


Portugese steamer to return 


650 members of the Brigade boarding 


to Ireland. The Brigade had engaged no worthwhile fighting, but the unaccus 


і diet and rough conditions weakened morale, w ile four had died as a result 
ol When a > was taken, it was virtually unanimous for return. As 
Maurice Manning exp : The Blueshirts, the virtual unanimity of the decision 
to return was hardly an indication of h idventure had been an 
unqualified success 

Dáil Dissolved: The government dissolved the Dáil on June 14, with an election 


fixed for Julv 1. With the New Constitution passed 62:48, the referendum was fixed 


› same day 
Peter Mc Carthv, of Clonard Road, Crumlin, was shot dead in Lower Clanbrassil 
He had approached a Branch car in which arrested 


i ht, on June 15 ad ај 
n were seated. The next day in the Dublin District Court further details emerged 


Held in the car were two voung men, 5am Wheelock and Harry Dale. They were 


ged with having fire arms and with stealing a car Eamon Fagan was charged 


mpted rescue assisted bv Peter Mc Carthy and others, not in custody. All 


four, from the Clanbrassil Street / Rialto area, refused to recognise 
emigrants from the west of Ireland, a corespondent 
Up Dev' or 'Up the 


1e court 


Emigrants: Trains bringing 
observed, used to have the voung men in them shouting 
is they departed. Now the cries were Up Sligo’ or “Up № 


ayo’, or nothing 


it all 
Bilbao was occupied by Franco forces on Saturday afternoon, June 19, after a 
fighting street by street entry 


Bodenstown Sunday was a quiet affair, ул 
spoke, urging Republicans not to vote in the forth- 


< Fitzpatrick read a message from 12 


th around 1500 participating, led by 


Cumann na mBan. Tom Barry 


coming referendum on the Constitution Mick 
prisoners held in Free State jails; and there was a single special issue of An Phoblacht 


O'Duffy Brigade Home: In a scornful report of June 22, the Irish Times contrast- 
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smartly attired General and his considerable baggage with the condition of 


ed the 


his troops, dressed in rags and odd bits of uniform taken from the bodies of dead 


government soldiers. 

Belfast: Warming up for the Twelfth, a man was shot in the hand in Malt Street, 
off Grosvenor Road, while a Mills grenade was thrown at men standing outside a 
public house in the same street Although presumed to be Loyalist attacks, the R.U.( 
raided some dozens of Nationalist homes. The stone cross on the Republican Plot in 
Milltown Cemetery was also damaged 

Sean Lester was appointed, this month, Deputy Secretary- ;eneral of the League 
of Nations 1937-1940. He was already Commissioner of the free city of Danzig, an 
appointment that had become increasingly rox ky because of Germany's desire to 
recover that territory, ultimately the spark for World War Two 


James Larkin Senior in a report of July vrested the Dublin North East 


Constituency seat from General Richard Mulcahy of Fine Gael 


General Election Results: Apart from Richard Mulcahy loosing his seat 
(although one was found for him later on), there were other surprises. Desmond 
Fitzger: was eliminated in Co. Kilkenny, while Patrick Belton, of the Irish 
Christian Front, was knocked out by Labour candidate. G. Mc Gowan, in north 


Countv Dublin. The final count declared on July 7 showed the position as follows:- 


Fianna Fáil 69 

Fine Gael 48 

Labour 

Independents 8 

It was not a satisfactory result for Mr. De Valera as Fianna Fáil had not secured 
an overall majority. However, they would soon try again and be successful. The 
Constitution referendum was somewhat better, although if one counted those who 
failed to vote (560,662), it cannot be said that an overwhelming majority had accept 


ed it either" 

[hose in Favour: 686,042 

Those Against 528,296 

Majority For : 57,746 

J.A Costello on Kevin O'Higgins: A lengthy article appeared in the Irish Times 
of Tulv 10 on the work of the late Kevin O'Higgins; on the Free State and its consti- 


tutional links with Britain. O'Higgins, declared the writer, was a master of direct 


speech, and at times of cutting and fierce invective 

President of the Executive Council: On Wednesday, July 21, De Valera was re 
elected 82:52. 

Amelia Earhart: Another great air woman, in the tradition of Amy Johnson, 
^melia Earhart, wife of С.Р Putnam, American publisher, and first woman to fly the 
Atlantic alone, disappeared without trace, accompanied by her navigator, Capt 
Noonan, over the Pacific 

Japanese Advance: A large force, accompanied by planes and artillery, was 
reported on July 14 advancing into north China 

Tom Barry Arrested: As Chief of Staff, succeeding Sean Mac Bride at the end of 


he Catholic or Thomist influence is covered in E.S.L Lyons, page 545, Fontana ed 


ne 


s when Twomey was arrested in May) 
К man was well nigh inevitable 
acted recently as best man at the wedding of m Kelleher of Knockavilla, 


on, in the very | rt of storied 1 1 but it was davs later, in 


battle for China’s ancient capital was у in full swing, July 28 
Iungchow, close to Peking 


Roval Visit Actions: As a respon o the reception July 28, to the new King and 


Queen, at Citv Hall, Belfast, a large boml as detonated 800 yards away, in 

idemy Street. Overnight close on 30 custom huts were blown up, or burned, 

ler from Louth to Derry. Mot Pleasant rail bridge, north of Dundalk 

| is halted. Five Tyrone men wer: 

Ymagh. Their names were given as James 

O'Doherty, Gorti Aloysius Conway, Fallagh 

rles Coyle | ortin, James Mc Bridge, Newtown Stewart. They 

remanded in custody until 
Belfast: A bomb left outside ап ine stor n ( ullentree Road exploded at 1 
using damage to surrounding property. Evidently intended for the barrac 
till some 30 yar 
Co. Waterford: Mich of Stradbally, a member of the British Army, 


i 


hot dead on August ard Daly, of the local station, was arrested and 


Dawson Bates Home Entered: The holiday home of Sir Dawson Bates, Si» 

Countv Minister for Home Affairs, at Portrush, was entered by four men and 
August 4 

Sergeant Michael Weymes of Mullingar, a former garda died in Spain on July 

15, at Villa Fr ‚ on the Madrid front. He had been a member of the O'Duffy 


: 1 
Brigade and had chosen to remain in Spain. His two brothers, P 


atrick and Andrew 
had only come home 
Francis Joseph Mc Kenna, of Falls Roac 'Ifast, was charged on August 4 with 
'ssession of arms and ammunition found in his home. A number of other houses 
ilso gone over: one in Alma Street occupied by Mrs. Ніс ks, had its floor 
rds lifted 
China: Chinese troops were reported in action on August 11, at Nankow, near 
e Great Wall. Japanese warships shelled the city of Shanghai, and engaged in land 
's around it 
т . Р : 
Effigies Burned: On August 15, an effigy of 1 ord Craigavon, Prime Minister 
; burned in Derrv's Bogside, together with one of James Dillon, 1 D 
Belfast: 13 men were detained in Belfast in early morning raids on August 18 
\fter identification parades at < hichester Street, all were released 
James Murphy, Dundalk, was sentenced to two months imprisonment, at this 
: 1 ; 5C " 
time, for possession of two rounds of Thompson ammunition on July 29. The 
iccused remained silent 
Francis Mc Kenna, Belfast, was returned for trial on a charge of unlawful pos- 


session of arms and ammunition on 
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Road. Days later he 


Santander: Franco forces entered this northern port of the Basque province on 
25, following a iprising witl ind the surrende the remaining 


Ambassador Hit: Sir Ни; itchbull-Hugessor ritis ssador to China 


war planes on 


Republic in 


of the capit il 


with Jarama 
ard O'Neill of Belfast 
Tumilson of Belfast and 
of Dublin, Johnny Power 
ith Patrick and Jame 
[ Straney of Belfast 
Sean Treacy Plaque: Thousands wer і to hav ded the unveiling on 
tember 12, of a commemorative plaque Га! street, to the Tipperary man 


lone fight against British force n October 14, 192 [he oration was 


en by Dr. Andy Cooney 


Wolfe Tone, an Informer? Armed men entered the Irish Independent building on 


the night of September 15, and with a hammer, smashed the plate of a concluding 

by Leo Mc Cabe, old І.К.В man and | › Stater, which alleged that Tone had 

in 1794. It was his reply to that favoured Tone, by Р. 

Hegarty, author of a number of historical w 

Kirkintillock Tragedy: Ten Achill youths perished in a barn fire in this village in 

Dumbarton, close to Glasgow, on September 15. They had arrived in Edinburgh the 

ight to begin work as tatie hokers. Sleeping upon a mixture of hay and 

he building was a fire trap as its roof consist d of timber covered with felt and 

s asleep in another part of the building es d, but a need for tatie hokers 

igrate each summer in the fifth year of Fianna Fáil was questioned by those who 

hoped for a new golden age from the Party. John Dulanty, Commissioner in 

lon, with Minister. P. J Ruttledge, hastened to Glasgow, although the remains 

were brought home to Achill*, on one of the last trains to serve the island; the branch 

line having been listed for closure.** A committee was appointed September 24, ‘to 

investigate migration problems and to recommend improvements in their conditions 

\ subsequent meeting was reported discussing afforestation road improvement, a 

shirt making industry, fishery and harbour modernisation, and a declaration that the 
Ireacy and Dan Breen had shot dead two days be two undercover men sent after them in 


Drumcondra. On this occasion Treacy took one of his assailants with him. See Coogan s ^ ich 


One of the first trains, in 1894, also conveye leac 32 bodies lost when the hooker 


ink i estport, м 1 pt 'n. [t was not 
Belfast: An attempt to ‹ se serious Gamage t hurch, on the 
d, Belfast 


tember 21 he bomb was placed in an air shaft 


11 link, Achill, Newpo 


fail 1 < 
ul о » 
шеа 


China: Thous: 


ud] [ hom} 
1 VU 


Dr. Edward Hempel: 


а by japanese 


house 


rovernment ror thei 


Dublin Unemployed Protest: A stand uj hout protest was made in the pub 
llery о iil on Octol , bya 


Joyed - the number 
Ё ministers during 
Presidential salary was a 


ll Ww i Ide would be cho 
n the following May as President, by commor | 
Pearse Hall Raided: R.U.¢ 


ing of ( 


Belfast, on the 


\ctober 9. 1 he police lifted two for 


Lert 


Dundalk: Sean Farrell 
uitted bv a iurv or a Customs hut 


Thompson g 


within the Si 


, 428 TO ; Ard Fhéis. of October 11 and 12 
Mrs. Tom Clarke’s Criticism: At the Fianna Fa І héis, of October 11 апа 12 
› А 
ke vented criticism of the h real Republican 
vented criticis th I 
1 ET 1 
indling. Why should Mr а as free and inde- 


ngland's strangle 


innounced t Constitution, their 
\ uncer 


Shanghai fel 
ama d 


i the cit 


Belfast recruiting office in 


vember 11. A num 
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And in Dublin, a British royal insignia, part of Dublin Castle, was blown from 
the wall of a building in Exchange Court, under the City Hall at 6 a m on the morn 

r of Remembrance Day. So, although, seemingly dormant, the I.R.A, north and 
south, continued to issue reminders of its existence 


Ramsay Mac Donald, former Prime Minister of Britain, died at this time on 


board the liner, Renia del Pacifico, on his way to a South American holiday. The ille- 
gitimate son of a labourer of Lossiemouth; his father may have had a Lady 
| 
li 


Chatterly-like liaison inasmuch as the boy, born 1866, grew to be a remarkably 


d and artistic individual who quickly entered Labour politics in 1894, becom 


ing Secretary of the party in 1900. He lost the leadership in 1914 due to his opposi 


{ 
tion to the First World War, but recovered it it 24 and was briefly Prime Minister 


it that time. He returned to office in 1929 - a bad period economically - but his will- 
ingness to form with Stanley Baldwin of the Conservatives, a National Government 
iused a lasting revulsion among left wing people 
Brian Burns and Hugh Mc Cluskey of Islandbawn Street, were found guilty, in 
1 report of November 24, of disarming an К.І с table оп the day, July 28, that 
' V1 visited Belfast. Mr. Burn's father, Peter, a man with a life long rep 
canism, had died the previous day. Put back, they were sentenced, 
т, to twelve months penal servitude 


Spain: The death toll of 133 Irishmen on the battle fronts continued. A report of 
ember 29 lists, Jim Woulfe, of Limerick, Patrick R. Mc Laughlin of New York, 

iÓrowne of New York, Joe Kelly of New Yor Idy O'Neill of Vancouver; all 
hem on the Aragon front. Upwards of 63 Irishmen, almost all of them І.К.А, were 


ad at this time, fighting on the side of the Spanish Government 


Sinn Féin Ard Fhéis: The annual conference of a party slowly sinking into obli: 


vas held in its ; at 16 Parnell Square, от inday, December 5. Addressing 

ident, criticised the govern 

ibout to be approved C onstitutior ficers elected were Margaret 

ident, with Seamus Mitchell and Pádraig Paor, as Vice-Presidents 

ies were Tomás de Paor and Patrick Delane I urers, Miss M. Carroll 

»eamus O'Neill 

Dock Strike: Belfast dockers, on Decemb refuse discharge Dublin con 

ned cargo in two vessels because of the Dublin deep sea dockers strike 


Hugh Corvin and Peader Murney: These t ading northern nationalist 


ting on December 8 in St. Mary's Н Belfast, from which two declara 


we the undersigned desiring the unity of Ireland under , onstitution 
government 
) we now call for an All-Ireland Cot 


Rail Disaster: 34 people died in а trait 


China: British warships suffered 
\ report of December 1 


К ith the loss of 11 c1 


Milltown Cemetery: Eight in were arrested on Sunday, December 12, when ‹ 


h a tricolour, attempted t 
ed in Dublin. December 8, 1922 
C attempting to remove the 
ent Magistrate 
Whelan, of Bridge End 
t; Daniel O'Doherty 


nol [ 


evidence 
tory of the 
by Sergt. Fannin 
to commands in Irish. He 
iken, O'Doherty continu 


own barrack 


sait 


Free State Prisoners Released: 


Heuston) arriv 
ind Jimmy 
ssimons, Mairtin 
і been guilty of 
They were in fact 


of Dabhglas de h- 


[Twomey that he 

15 impt isonment, 

en allowed until pris 
ns were fitted. He then 


visitor instructing 


n could be issed by swapping cigs 
) mber 1 ( 1 iccount of 


Constitution Approved in Dail: A report I 
: hv | rir f 27, 25 7. Twelve day 


| А 
vas! aced b 2E, or in the 


neu IRI November 1948) 
Dedicated to End Partition: 


| I А Гаоіѕеасһ, De Valera, 
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o the nation, on the night of Wednesday, December 29; ‘the day this 
Constitution becomes effective over the whole of the national territory, on that day 
Emmet's epitaph may be written’. Concluding, he prayed that the Irish Race dedi 
cate itself anew to end partition 

Phone Wires Cut: Officially the I.R.A said nothing at all about this, but unoffi- 
cially, someone outside Mullingar cut the phone links to the transmitter at 
Moydrum, in the vain hope that it would interfere with De Valera’s nation-wide 
broadcast on the inauguration 

Inauguration of New Constitution, December 29, 1937: 'Eire from today', was 
one headline, with the new Constitution now in force amid church services, but 
without a public holiday. A black flag flew from Sinn Féin's first floor balcony at 9 
Parnell Square; and Mrs. Buckley, President, described the document, at a sparsely 


с; } 


ittended meeting at Cathal Brugha Street, as ‘a bogus constitution’. There were mil 


itary parades but, otherwise, it was business as usual. ‘А charter of liberty’, old sol- 


dier Sean Moylan called it. The British government reaction was different; they 


rejected the claim, seemingly inherent in Articles 2 and 3, to the entire land of 
Ireland. The British Government, it said, would recognise the name Eire as relating 
ту to the area ‘hitherto known as the Irish Free State’. The Constitution it averred, 
makes no fundamental alteration in Eire's Commonwealth status'. At this Lord 
Craigavon from Stormont voiced ‘profound satisfaction’; De Valera signalled a no 
comment 

Drilling in Milltown Cemetery: The news on December 31 reported that five 
young men were sentenced to six months for drilling in Milltown Cemetery, on 


December 12 
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William R Smith, aged 39, an ex-warder 
jur places, while at worl | 


t, as reported on 


Eire - U.K Negotiations Soon: An ann ment by Taoiseach De Valera 
| | I 


ould воо: negohate with 


i! in 


lanuarv 6, conveved news 


'utstanding questions, including Partition. This caused a flurry in Belfa 


neeting being calle rd aigavon announced that a gen 


had de eloped a 


had swallowed their 
preceding the 
times on the sub 


ere determined to 


p the que 
Lillie Connolly: Th: Connolly 


lence, 36 Belerave Square 
50 people were killed in the 


Barcelona Air Raid: It w 


in an air raid on January 30, by 
Manning Spanish Ships: About 100 for the O'Duffy Brigade, left 
ebruarv 7, for ports in the North. Their purpose wa » crew former 


hips in Larne and Belfast, and bring them to ports in Franco 5pain 


nlar Flag: When the detail at Ballykinlar British Army Camp, neat 
February 10, to hoist the Union 


qut 


Ballyki 


itrick, went outside, on Thursday morning, 1 


pok 


from Kelly’s Cottages, James 


found the Irish tricolou 
William O'Brien: A youns 
hot dead near Dr. Steever 


z А ^ Ч the narHe , по Ў the 
Northern Election Result: The final state of the parties, as announced in the 


about midnight, on February 10 


f February 10, following polling on the previous day, was as follows 
| 


ment 


18 
5 would total 52 in the 


Prof. R. Corkey; Prof. Sir R. Johnstone 
K.C, later a judge. All were 


to be filled from Queen 


Dermott 


Valera, for South Down, in the previous parliament 
ints for 51 seats where otherwise there would have been 92 
Anthony Eden Resigns: Anthony Eden, British Foreign Secretary, resigned on 
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-bruary 18, in disagreement with P.M Neville Chamberlain’s appeasement of 
ermany policy. With him, Lord Cranborne, Under-Secretary of Foreign Affairs also 


resigned 


Flag Confusion in Enniskillen: At a police dance in Enniskillen, on March + 
Mexican flag 


8, the 
„ hanging upside down, was mistaken for the 


' Free State tricolour, caus- 
oncerns. It resulted in Lord Craigavon banning all flags at such functions, 
other than the Union Jack 


ing some 


Austria Invaded: On the night of March 12, German troops marched across t 


he 


itier at several points, following a three hour ultimatum from Adolph Hitler to 
government in Vienna, demanding the appointment of a new chancellor and 
abinet. Ch › had resigned 
Milltown Monument Detonated: The Republican Movement in Milltown 
Cemetery was damaged by a mine blast on the night of March 11 
Recruiting H.Q Damaged: A mine exploded in the British Army recruiting 
jn Alfred Street, on the night of March 11 


Dublin Cinema Raid: At 10.30 on th« 


ancellor Kurt von Schuschnigs 


осе ' were no injuries 
| morning of March 11, three armed men 
entered the Astor Cinema in O'Connell Street. They removed the film Victoria tlie 


Austria and Germany One: A proclamation from Vienna announced that the 
seven million 


\ustrians had now joined the German Reich, to create a nation of 73 
million 


Land War: What the papers of March 31 described as a large party of women 
vith sticks, attacked guards and 


and workmen, at Ballyveale Farm, Ballyhaunis, 
the morning of March 30. Gardai arrive 


rracl 
rract 


on and removed 2 
he dispute arose from what local farm« 


sion by the Land Commission of the Bally 


) women in cars to the 
considered was inequitable divi 
ie es ite 

Frank Ryan Captured: Franco Spain H Q 


announced, on April 3, from 
irae 


ossa, the capture of Lerida, thus bringing them further north east, to within the 
f Catalonia. It was learned also from a United Press report that, among the 


9 International Brigade men held in the San Gregorio Military Academy of 
as Patrick Byrne of Dame Street, Dublin." 


bare of all details, that Frank Ryan had also been captured 


, graphically relates it 
Ryan was assigned to the British Battalion 


The same report gave the 


in Cronin, in his Frank Ryan 


[he new commander, Sam 
ild, promoted to Captain at Caspe, was ave; his successor was Geor; 
cher. The political commissar was Wally Tapsell, a lively Cockney with a fund of 
humour. The battalion received orders la 30 to occupy a second line of 
south and west of Gandesa. Gandesa had to be held at all costs 


the Mediterranean. The orders 
[he British battalion was to go beyond the town of Calaceite, and 
up with the Canadian Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion, which however did not 


Ww 15 the gatew iv to Гогіоѕа, t 


not precise 


rders to move until the next morning. The front was supposed to be 15 miles 
There was no front, but no one knew that. Arthur Landis in Abraham 


; listed in O'Riordan 
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| says categorically: ‘they were not told the front had broken, or that 
it was fluid’. But, unknown to Ryan it was broken 

Calaceite is eight miles directly west of Gandesa. The British Battalion moved 
darkness and took the main road to Calaceite. Jimmy Moon looking back 
i to think ‘we were walking all night along the road’. It was relatively near 

billets, but in the darkness it took hours to cover the distance 
half light of dawn, Thursday, March 31, the lead company with Wally 
lapsell, and probably Frank Ryan at its head, walked past small tanks lined up 
Those who saw the Italian lettering on the 


around a bend of the road at Calaceite 


ide assumed it was Spanish. The veterans wer tired, the recruits inexperienced 


[hey had no scouts in front, no flankers on the sides 
question to the officer leaning out of the turret of a 


apsell apparently shouted a 


and was shot dead. By then the lead company was trapped without hope of 


escape. The shot alerted the rear companies and they opened fire. The 


alled their prisoners to lie flat on the ground. Jimmy Moon remembers 


tanks coming around the corner. He and Danny Doyle tried to mount a 
nachine gun by the side of the road; then managed to get off the road. Doyle was 


Moon was captured later after being strafed by planes 


enough, accounts of the encounter are confused. William Rust, corre 


idmitting that 150 men were killed 


later editor 

140 captured ctual number of prisoners seems to have been 
face on the disaster 

does not overlook Rvan in his account 'the man, who to m« 


ind'. Neithe с he overlook the military disaster. ‘The battalion 
Fascists were 20 miles away; but 
that follow t that many 


recruits who had only just cuse the disas- 


battalion for 
cut off and 


kshirt) Division. They 


ust stumbled into them, but 


sponsibility for the disas 


security were outside his 


not far from where he was captured 
It was there that William 
of prisoners. His report 


ent- ‹ wough the 
H. Kerney is time not 
with th« complete Eamon De 
until July 14, 1940, wl lis ‘ерат 


le people 


it Burgos) 


| hair 
1 through a combination 


the Irish diaspora had come tog ther to aid a patriot close 


iarried to Helmut Clissman, and Jupp Hoven 


range 


"atrick Mc Kenna of Glenard Park, Belfast, 
imprisonment, for the attempted murder of ! 


the yard of Wordie and Co. in Jai 


Spanish Territory Split: 


IS ¢ utting the maior gov 
ould continue for a 
months, but th« uk no hope of victory for the Government, oi 

en, for a negotiated settlement 
LR.A Convention Held in Dublin: It did not hit the news but it was held in 
irlborough Street, and is touched upon in Dan ‘Bally’ Keating's account 
1 mandate for the 

English campaign 

Dübhglas de h-Ide: an Agreed Candidate: In an inspired selection, the two 
ere d on the indidature of mer Senak vde for President; 
1 na h-Eireann. Dr Hyde ex ssed delight at the honour. He would serve 
term until June 1945, being succeeded then i ction by Seán T O'Ceallaigh 
Pact With Britain: An important pact was signed in Downing Street between 


vernments of Ireland and Great Britair April 25. It had three major provi 


' at Lough Swilly, would 


ds war, this proved о! 


gricultural goods, апа 


g claims, including land 

ult, astonishing to many people, was rega led as a signal victory 

government; De Valera's standing was never higher. The Agreement was 

d by the Dáil within five days 

Henry Marshall, Toomebridge: For disobeying the Six County government ban 

ommemorations, he was sentenced [a by Mr. Mc Coy, R.M, to 

nths imprisonment in Crumlin Road, a |! further twelve months for 

sion of what the judge described as documents relating to the LR 
\ d at Moneygla metery on Easter Sunday 

Francis Mc Kearney of Odessa Street, Belfast, was sent nced, on May 2, at th« 

court, by Mr. Mc Coy, R.M. to six months imprisonment, for being in posse: 
of documents, relating to an І.К.А courtn | 
English Colliery Disaster: 78 miners lost their live 
11, in a pit head explosion at Markham Colliery, Der 


Belfast: Hall Wrecked: The Pear: 


further 90 pag Cr relates t est of t Frank Ryan story, until hi 
combination of pnet іа and heart failure, in Dresden, on June 10, 1944 


rk on Spai Rvan was recalled 'standing i twilight, by 1 


lair. See t Appendix for news of 


$ Xplosi n n 


the morning of Thursdav 
been raided by R.U.C, hours before 
ilera lost no time King electoral advanta 


re 


Election Called: De V; 
ful pact with Britain lection of July Fianna Fail 


s in the Dail were concerned. He 


dissolved 


d for June 17 
Bodenstown Sunday: The turn-out of 5,000 for Sunday, June 19, was, in th 
tances, heartening. The s Was given by Maurice Twomey. Sean Russell 1 


wreath on behalf of the LR 
Election Result: De Valera was proved the consumat: political strateg 
ts desired overall majority when the election 


been. Fianna Fail secured it 
of June 17, were published on June It was a 73.5% turn-out 
This I lect А 


Fine Gael 


Labour 
Indep« ndents 

Their overall majorit stood at 16. With a World War - although not then per 
d - only 14 months ал a strong hand at the helm' was soon to be of vital 


importanct 
Dundalk Sentences: Two young men, Johnnie Mc Kevitt, New Inn, and William 
local court, Dundalk, to two 


Stewart, in a report of June 23, were sentenced in the 
months imprisonment, for stealing, on April 7, the film Beloved Enemy, based upon the 
| | | 

in War. The men refused to plead, but Mc Kevitt declared that ‘the film was an ins 


n 


to all those who fought for Irish freedor 
1 Saturday, June 25, in Dublin Castle 


1 


Uachtarán na h-Eireann, (well, not quite). Or 
is President of Ireland, 


h-Ide, 'An Craobhín Aoibhinn', was installed 
15е. An immense throng of invited notables 


Dubhelas de 
it educationalist, scholar and Irishman, Hyde 


inside the storied walls of Dublin € 
ittended. Although at all times a рте; 
then President of the Gaelic League for 22 years, had opposed its politicisation under 
'earse and Mc Donagh, in the years prior to 1916. It resulted eventually in his refusal 
llow his name to go forward for th« presidenc y, at the Ard Fhéis in Dundalk, held 


on July 27, 1915, and the day following 
' In its con- 


in the hall of the Irish National Foresters 

Martin Connellan and Piaras Beaslai, both I.R.B, had proposed a change 

stitution, which Hyde saw as political. To quote Ernest Blythe, in a radio broadcast 

decades afterwards; in spite of Hyde's opposition to change, it was finally decided 
he Gaelic League should declare that it stood for a free Ireland 


hat 1 
lo 


June 4, 


Where Frank Ryan Held: A report of July 2 stated that a representative of the 
і, at the Campo de 


International Red Cross had seen Frank Ryan, on 


Concentraun, Burgos. 
Mac Aonghusa 


in considerable detail in the work by Proinsias 


Spike Island, and the fort 


onnel on Monday, July 11 


ish Army per 
Belfast Office Wrecked: The Daily Л in Rosemary 
п а bomb ex} 


of July 1 


otreet, were 

Housing also, the 

or having published, wha 

derog welfth celebrations 

Me Nerney of H St t, Belfast, was sentenced to twelve топі! 

rd la by Mr. Mc Coy, R.M, in a report of July 20. His 
'amplet, The Repub [ 


ffence was that he pos 
lic of Ireland,* by ту Mac Swiney, which Ю.І Williams 
he R.U.C regarde 

Riot in Maghera: Charged as bly and assault of R.U.C at 
ighera, on July nine local men appeared in cot n July 2 heir name 
Kenna gh № u 
Patrick 


larhigh 


> were 
| irney, Slaghtneill; James 
Kenna, Upper Fallaglo I 


loa ari fadden, Swatragh 
were remanded i 


Charles O'Neill 
as granted 


ise was a piece о! wholesak 

cials masquerading as ians 

Belfast: Lesson Street Arsenal: 
а: 


Spe 


isturbances had been B 
1 urt, nis Me 

ree entenced to two years ri l | 

stating that he was t 
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Mc Areavey, Belfast Charges: What the R.U.C d 
documents 


lescribed as remarkable intelli 
were brought to light, in a report of July 25, when John and Mary 
Mc Areavey, of Stratford Gardens, were charged with possession 

John was dismissed while Mary w 

[he 


[he case against 
was sentenced t ah 


locuments we stated to be an LR,A 


ining 


e months imprisonment 
ré | infantry training manual, апа a book con 
intelligence reports of 'Company B.3 

Eamonn Donnelly Again Imprisoned: Fort 
Elections 


ner T.D 
Belfast, 


ind current Seanad election candidate 


for violating an exclusion 


rounded by 40 R.U.C men 
| | 


been imprisoned 
William Mc 


Fianna Fáil 


Director of 
is imprisoned for one month 
conducted his own defence 
first served in October 1924. Mr 
in 1933 upon a similar charg: 
Keaveney of 126 


order. He 
The order wa 
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Donnelly 
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Leeson Street, Belfast, had contested 
bye-election in 1934, following tht 
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4 death of Joe 
о a report of July 29, a bomb, place 


Devlin, M.P. 
in the morning, causing damage 


in the porch of his shop, exploded 
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Belfast Celtic Burned Out: TI 


Road, together 


The Banking Commission Report was re 


with men of a conservative vic wpoint, it 


October 27, 1934 ie minority report made some 


Milltown Monument Destroyed: Early 


ment being prepared in O'Neill 


as being made ready to replace 
Eamonn Donnelly was released from Crun in Road Prison, on the т 


August 26, following the comp a one month sentence 
St. Anthony’s, Willowfield: This new Belfast church, d ie to open in October 
escaped destruction, after tw: nes with charred fuses were found inside 
September 6. They had been ignited bi spark had not reached the main cha: 
League of Nations: Mr. De Valera was elected President, on September 12 
Geneva, by 39 votes to three. He had alrea served in 1933 


Munich Conference: After teetering for weeks on the brink of a war threatened 
by Germany, on the Sudetan issue in ( zecho Slovakia, Neville Chamberlain and 
Edouard Daladier of France, finalls qualied. A conference, held in Munich greed 
by a report of September 30, to surrender extensive border areas, effectively leaving 
the state defenceless. Signatories were: Italy, ( ;ermany, Britain and France 

Last Forts Handed Over: Britain’s last ports in the 26 Counties, were | 
to the Irish Coastal Defence ( orps, on October 3. The forts, Dunree and Lenan he 
on Lough Swilley now had the tricolour fly ing over each 

Two More Irish Die in Spain: A report of October 12, carried the news that ( apt 
Jack Nalty, of Convent Avenue, Richmond Road, and Lieut. Liam Mc Gregor, of 
Inchicore, had been killed on the Ebro front, while defending Catalonia 

Trolly Bus System Extended: As trams were replaced in west and north Belfast 

' trolly bus system, already operating in east Belfast, was extended 

Kevin Barry Plaque: Oscar Traynor, Minister for Posts and Telegraphs, was 
reported, on November 7, having unveiled, the previous day, a memorial plaque to 
Kevin Barry, on the wall of Monk's Bakerv: the ambush location, where four British 
soldiers, had been killed, in Church otreet, in October, 1920 

Armistice Day Bombs in Belfast: Four simultaneous explosions occurred, all 
upon waste ground, coinciding, with the two minute silence of Friday, November 11 
[wo had been set in the brickfields, Bee hmount; one at Ardilea Street, and one at 
Noble's Field, Newtownards Road 


he Sinn Féin Ard Fhéis, was held on Sunday, November 13, at their office, at 16 


Parnell Square, with 60 delegates attending. Mrs. Margaret Buckley was re elected 
President 

Newtownbutler Meeting Banned: Sir Dawson Bates, Six County Minister for 
Home Affairs, on Friday, November 18, announced a ban, prohibiting the holding of 
meetings, for Saturday or Monday. Anti-Partition meetings were to take place in the 
strongly nationalist Fermanagh town, addressed by Erskine Childers T.D, Eddie M« 
Ateer, М.Р, Rev. P. Maguire, local РР, and others. I arge forces of R.U.C and B. Specials 


were drafted into the town 


* Following Gladstone 
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Baton Charges in Belfast: 


pting to 


I to hold 1 public 


wns under 


ockmount Stre¢ { 
p.m injuring three : 
Castlefin Tragedy: Evident art of an opening salvo for the 19391 
impaign in England, the last weekend of November saw an elaborate 
Border hut actions, resulting in the destruction of seven in Fermanagh alone 
One, that w in preparation, in a dwelling at Stranamuck, ‹ 
gal, prematurely exploded on th« ovember 28. Jimmy Joe R 
) man, with an incor рат › the resources of the English cam 
with Charles Mc Cafferty, vner of the cottage (his family were in 
an adjoining room), were killed instantly John James Kelly, thrown 
lear, had part of a chimney fall upon him, and died later ere were three mines 
by Jimmy Dolan, from S ig 'ach intended for three huts in Clady and 
One was marked faulty sage failed to reach Castlefin 


John Joseph Mc Kee, of Sevastopol Street, a vouth, was sentenced to two 
months hard labour, on December 


r6, by Mr.( ampbell, R.M, 
Na Fianna, at Rockmount Street hall, Belfast 


Second Dáil Hands Over: Such shadowev powers à 
Dáil, were handed over to 


for drilling a troop of 


s still reposed in the Second 
the LR.A on December 8, in the home of Mary Ma 
in Glanmire. The occasion, although not covered in dailv n« wspapers, is 
described in that issue of Brian O'Higgins 


owiney 


Wolfe Tone Weekly. The Army Council 
minutes of December 4, printed in Sean Cronin's Irish 


Nationalism, notes that Brian 
O'Higgins and Mary Mac Swiney, 


were ‘favourable’, while Count Plunkett, J.J 


O'Kelly (‘Sceilg’) and Cathal О Murchadha, appeared merely to go along with the 


proposal. Professor Stockley was ill, while Tom Maguire was absent. As Charlotte H 
Fallon in Soul of Fire describes it; with Mary’s encouragement a decision was reached 


and a formal statement issued in which the surviving members of the Second Dail 
transferred their authority to the Irish Republican Army 


Tomas Mac Curtain, was returned for trial in Cork, on December 12, charged 


with assaulting a detective garda, on October 28. Mac Curtain refused to recognise 
the court 


John White of Tullysarran, Co. Armagh, was sentenced by Mr Campbell, R.M, 
to two years hard labour in Crumlin Road Prison, for possession of I.R.A papers 
One paper had notes of finance raised to send men to Manchester. Two men had 
already been sent; one of whom had been detailed to join the British Army. There 
were also notes of a machine gun class held in 1938 

Jimmy Herron of Kilkeel was at this time undergoing instruction for an ait 


pilot's licence at a private airfield in Co. Kildare. This was being undertaken fol- 


с 


{ hronology The Year 1938 


lowing a directive from G.H.Q, but whether he ever flew we cannot say 
He was later interned for the duration in the North. Proinsias Mac Diarmada of 
Belfast recalls him as ‘brilliant on translation’. He still treasures his translation in 
en of Harlech. After years spent working in England he was laid to rest 


in Kilkeel. A sister married Terry Wilson - Tarlach O h-Uid, another internee 


The Second 1938 General Army Convention, was held this month in a small 
hall, ‘a ballet school’, upstairs, over the Home Market shop, of William Lucas at 107 

'tephen's Green West; an area that has since been redeveloped. Around 50 dele 
gates were present. Russell’s main purpose in calling it was, that, now rehabilitated 
since April, back into the Army, and Chief of Staff, the delegates could reconfirm the 
intention to attack England on her own soil. It was an opportunity also to say 
farewell to Maurice Twomey, seeking retirement, and who over the past year, had 


given service as Adjutant-General, and would continue for ‘missions’ into the years 


ле minutes then continued with details of an Army Council discussion of social 
»olicy, and the alleged lack of social content, in the manifesto being prepared to 


| 
| 


aunch the Campaign. The members present were identified only by code names 
but one, Joyce, we know to be O Cadhain. He was critical on the lack of social con- 
tent, and also on the meagre resources available for the Campaign itself. As a result, 
he did not sign the ultimatum to Lord Halifax, British Foreign Secretary,* although 
remaining on the Н.О staff in Dublin 

December 22, Belfast Swoop: Dawn raids by R.U.C, on that Thursday morning, 
may have indicated some knowledge of the intended English campaign, but mis 
placing it into the North. The statement, issued by Sir Dawson Bates would lead one 


to conclude this; the fact having come to knowledge of the police that plans have been pre 


I I 


Republican my for attacks upon persons occupying prominent posi 


34 men were seized and interned in Crumlin Road. In the course of the next two 
years they would be joined by hundreds more, and some would remain in this 
untried state until December 1945. Their names were: Joseph Cullen, Rockmore 
Street; Richard Dunne, Valentine Street; Samuel Irvine, Majorca Street; Angelo Forte, 
Clonard Street; W. Watson, Malcolm Street; J. Campbell, Jamaica Street; R. Hicks, 
Glenard; J. Mc Guinness, Hamill Street; G. O'Connor, Nelson Street; Joseph Keenan, 
Falls Road; M. Trainor, Glenard; Joseph Mc Gurk, Durham Street; Sean Mc Nally, 
Ardelia Street; S. Mc Ardle, Beechmount; F. Mc Glade, Ardilea Street; O. Trainer, 
Nelson Street; W. Murray, Chemical Street; G. Harte, Locan Street; P. Loughrey, 
Sidney Street; J. Nolan, Mc Cleery Street; C. Mc Loughlin, Vere Street; A. Mullan, 
Seaforde Street; J. Boal, Seaforde Street. The ages of the men ranged from 20 to 40 


years. 


* See Cronin's Irish Nationalism, Appendix ХШ 
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12 St. Andrew Street, Dublin 2. 
(founded 


15 commerc 

Longford Printing Co 

raided and disr 

Apart from | 

yalaxy of colourful edito: 

editors, all of whom later 

Irish journalism 
O’Donnell 
Coulter, Terry 

1 


Ryan, Hannah Sheehy-Skef 


Donal O’Donoghus 


204 Pearse Street, Dublin 2. 
» house, now rebuilt < 

Samuel Beckett Centre, was ‹ 

] shown but adjoining, and 
Fianna Fáil councillor 

business entrepreneur Andy Clerkin 

first floor was commercially let during 

1939 into 1940 to the I.R.A. in the guise of 

1 fruit import company National organ- 

isers reported there monthly; it was used 


also as an editorial office by the Publicity 


y 
Bureau. See the account by Séamus O 
1 


Mongain. It was never raided 


The LR.A. a State within 


28 Lower Grand Canal Street, Dublin 2. 

[he shop and rear premises of this build 
ing was, during most of the thirties and into 
1940, a training depot for the boy scout 
organisation Fianna under Seamus Grac 
one of the nine survivors of the battle of 
Mount Street Bridge in Easter Week 1916. See 


Mattie O'Neill's account. It was never raided 


17 Percy Place, Northumberland Road, 

Dublin 4. 

From the Autumn of 1939 until May 1940 
much of this house was used as editorial, print 
and despatch dept for the weekly War News 


Up to seven personnel resided there, inc lud 
ing Jack (Sean) Мс Neela, Máirtín Standüin 
Seamus Murphy, Tom Hunt, Kathleen Kelly, 
Eddie Ryan and this writer. It escaped being 


raided until after its evacuation 


LR.A. a State withir 


Mc Cracken Hall, behind Crowe's, 
Ballsbridge. 
a training H.Q under 
Rogers for 3rd Battalion mem- 
bers (at one time De Valera's unit) 


No. 3 Company, until the spring of 194 


hrough an entry, no longer there, from 


I 
Merrion Road one passed into a court 


— d 1 3 1 4 + " 
Darcy's Cottages. The hall was up steps 


on the left inside the court 


29 Landsdowne Park East, 

Ballsbridge 

In 1940 this was an office of 
the training dept, in which 
Christy (Kit) Quearney, Seamus 
Murphy, Mrs. Ellen Keane and 
Margaret Murray resided 

Raided August 22 1940; all 
were arrested and heavily sen- 
tenced from which a chain reac- 
tion, the Devereux/George Plant 
affair sprang See Christy 


Quearney's account 


) Prince of Wales Terrace, 


Ballsbridg 


e, Dublin 4. 


M 


morning 


ead in the a 
d Mc Gratl 
'xecuted and Hunt was 


Christy 


Ashgrove House, Highfield Road, 


Rathgar, Dublin 6 


In the 1 


16 Rathmines Park, Rathmines, 
Dublin 6. 


і the rour arre 


Killiney Castle. 

Leased by the mysterious ‘Count 
Heaney, who loaned it to the LR.A fori 
training purposes from mid 1938 prior to 
the English campaign. Most of the top 
operators passed through it. It was raid- 
ed after evacuation in October 1939 

1741 is upon a door stone above the 
door with the inscription Nisi Dominus 
Frustr, the full import of which is Except 


| f 


he Lord Keep the city, the watchman waketh 


[ 
huf in л 
but in Vain 


Glencullen House in the Dublin 

Mountains. 

Loaned in May 1939 to the І.К.А as a 
staging post for deportees from England. 
Evacuated later. See Pat Hannon's 
account 


The LR.A 
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Silver Springs, Delgany. 

The grounds were used as a training 
camp from 1938 until it was evacuated in 
late 1939. Owned by a sympathiser, Mr 
Fitzgerald. All of the principal LR.A offi- 
cers from Mixie Conway, to Paddy М‹ 
Grath, to 'Lanty' Hannigan, to Pat 
Shannon, to Harry White passed 


through Killiney Castle and Silver 


An Stad Hotel, 30 Nth. Frederick 
Street, Dublin 1. 

This hotel which still exists as An 
Stad, was privately owned by Mollie 
Gleeson and her family. For long a rest- 


ing place or stop-over, it entered the 
mythology of the LR.A in the twenties 


and thirties. 


No. 38, Hardwicke Street, Dublin 1. 

The Hardwicke Hall, theatre, early 
school, court and complex dating from 
17th century; now totally demolished 
ind replaced in the early fifties by 
Corporation flats. Was a long frontag: 
two storey building with an inner court 
ind parallel wing used by Evelyn 
Gleeson of Dun Emer (carpet weaving) 
Guild. The frontal building was shared 


А on first floor Owned by 


with Fianna Eireann on the ground floor 
[.I 


ind 


Countess Plunkett 


94, Upper Dorset Street, Dublin 1. 
Strictly speaking this was a private 
house (with a separately rented shop 
trading in fish below), but Madame 
Rogers - in the Republican pantheon 
their leading ladies from I espard to Ma: 
to Markievicz were always given 
listinction - who had the misfortune 
о have one son a Harrier and another a 
training officer in the LR.A, presided 

OVeT the 

had earlier occupied por 
ton House, Dun Laoire. It was 
in the above that Brendan Behan's farce 


An Gi (The Hostage) was set 


[he LR.A. a State within a State 


within a State 


53 


, Upper Dorset Street, Dublin 1 


Е.]. Brennan's provision shop form 


14, Parnell Square, Dublin 1. Kevin 


Barry Hall. 
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CORK CITY: 


Mac Curtain Hall, MacCurtain 
Street, Cork. 

Held by trustees for the Movement 
until the late forties when it was sold 


account by Jim Savage 


Thomas Ashe Club, Fr. Matthew 
Quay, Cork 
^s local commander 
Jarry had his office here in the mid-thi: 
directly above the entry. The top 
was in use for training with a pri 
conference room alongside In 
cent decades it passed through a num 


r of hands becoming run-down 
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BOB BRADSHAW 
OF BELFAST: 


Bob's father was a veter- 
an of two of England's 


wars. 
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Bob Bradshaw 


[raining Corps in Queen's University 
October, 1932: Outbreak over 10 days of the Outdoor Relief Riots in Belfast, caused 
by a severe cut in wage relief to unemployed workers, thus penalising both sides. Two 


were shot dead by the police; Sam Baxter, a Protestant, and John Creegan, a Catholic 


Bob was up to his neck in them, throwing pi 5 (paving stones) at the police. Two B 


Specials grabbed him, one drawing back the well greased firing pin of his rifle. Its the 


end, thought Bob; but, at that moment, a horde of mill girls flocked in front of him and 
the danger was averted 
Lord igavon, in a fiery Prince 


the city, thumped an Orange « again 


ovember, 1932: Thres young men 
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the following 


charges terms 


es Trodden ‹ 


the Border 
loe Mc Gurk is 'anned Easter parade 


nk, our ntelligence not be 


that you need a sleeper 


Leo Martin, well know iter, тесеу one month for having 


ind eight months 


with 80 men 


ix, unnamed, art 


1933: Thornberry ar entence 


enoring a deportation order { cour 
rry from Clondara ‹ ery much a Belfast in, Bob 


that that connotates, but 


1 man of very strong 

the same month yet another pogi ind Daniel O'Boyk 
1 well know Republican syn id in York Street. A mob invad 
juarter and att icked houses. O’Boyle was an ordinary middle aged 


atholk 


1933: A mixed band of 20 persons, including Jimmy Steele, are 


terms in Belfast 
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\t 14 years of 


JIN THE LR. 


londara 
out waiting and 


ү of them | 


vould not t ne | \; he was a territorial officer апа 

Barbour and Combe, a Protestant, of course, but пісе 
that time I was 

id bovish 

y for me, however, there was to be no slau Tr ре ause no platoon О! 
my went to Clondara Street that nigh inwhile a strike commenced 
Northern Railway in January, 1933, and it was affecting the work force 
which was mainly Protestant. Davy Matthews, our O.C was approached 
sitting by his kitchen fire w wo Pt tant men knocked. Our men that 


| pressed, they complained still running 


said Matthews, would be by 


of that, said th ; estant men, but we had no one 


it. Now, the reason that Matthews could entertain such a hairbrained 


s that he thought it might bring Protestant and Catholic together. The pity 

he selected me for the action. I was summoned to be his operative 
[ already knew how to use explosives; in fact, I had developed quite a proficien 
cy letting then off in an old quarry under the Black Mountain. I was given a hundred 
sticks of gelignite, detonators and a battery by May Laverty.(6) І was told to try the 
terminus at Great Victoria Street and, in present day parlance, create an incident 
but when I got to it I found it patrolled by armed R.U.C and B. Specials 
'thing could be done in Victoria Street. Then I remembered that out under the line, 
Lisburn way, there was a stone culvert where a mine might be placed. I had often 


looked at it with something like this in mind, so, with rain falling, I walked all the 


k, of course, when I got the ind I found that the rain had partly filled 
the channel. [t was not going to be 
Pushing the gelignite and battery ahead of me, and with the loop of wire and tht 
detonators in my pocket, I squirmed into t vert. It was like a tunnel with only 
the suggestion of grey light at the far end. It was a tough job making progress and 
it the same time keeping the material up and out of the water 
nch by inch I squirmed forward. My only fear now was tha night not be able 
m backwards again; th might get stuck in there, or that the water unde: 
› which was alre rea my mouth and nose, would rise with the rain and 
irown me. Everything was possible: it was no place to be feel claustrophobic 
:omehow or other I managed to make in the dark, on a led e up out of the water 
onnections to the battery. Well, if I had not, I would not be telling vou 


now. I started then to squirm backwards; and working away I managed 


to engage my toe on the outside edge of the tunnel. That gave me pur 


I could move back a bit juicker et the timer for an hour, so I would 


» get back to the street be it went off 


I met May Laverty again near the station; a brave girl, although I never saw 


so reli after she had passed the gelignite to me. She had waited all this tim« 


I had to keep in the shadows, however, as my entire front was caked in mud 


there for you, she whis d, as she pulled her coat around her 
figure and made off 
Reilly had drawn up alongside the kerb d he just muttered, get in. At 
Beechmount I said; let me out here and I'll run home. At that moment I heard this big 
bang away out along the railway line. That's it, I remarked to him.I knew the culvert 
had been breached. A couple of da fter that Matthews called me again. Now, 1 
want to tell you one thing about Davy Matthews: In some ways he was a menace 
but he was no coward. Isaac Pimley, another volunteer, used to say that he had a 
heart of gold but a head of ivory 

Phere are 25 R.U.C guarding the С.М lorry exit from Victoria Street, he told me 

he lorries as they come out. Fire into the cab but try not to kill the dri 

a Mauser pistol and enough ammo. Dismissing me, he turned then to 

ob. You will give covering fire dur 

о peration 

We went down the Grosvenor Road, and in the darkness, I took up a position on 
the pavement. It had all the marks of being another suicidal mission. As the proces 
sion of lorries emerged I let fly. I managed to fire into the cab of the first three lor 
ries.(7) Bang, bang, bang went my Mauser; but, after firing at three my position was 
identified. The lone gunner was shown up. Nor had Pimley fired, as his gun, | 
learned after, was defective. An R.U.C sergeant saw where I was and ran towards 
me, firing as he came; six aimed shots. I counted them to see when his gun would 
be empty, then I turned tail and ran hard for Durham Street, one of those small 
streets of wee houses where I knew I could burst in and find safety. Apart from 
being a handy boxer I was-a good runner also; I used to run three miles every day. 
Now, anyone, who knew Belfast before this area was redeveloped knows that 
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MacBride arrived on a tour of inspection and evidently was pleased. I was told t 
to report back to Dublin where I was being appointed a second lieutenant at 

on a salary of two guineas a week. I refused it: Тат a volunteer, not a mercenary, I said 
but we did not fall out over it. I returned then to 82 Kincora Road to board with Mrs 
Furlong 

І was friendly also with Peadar O'Flaherty at this time. He was equally as pun 

tilious as MacBride. Get the 8.00 a m train, I was told, from Dublin, and meet me in 
Tuam. When he said 8.00 а m, he meant that, not a later train. The camp at Tuam was 
a mansion somewhere north of that town, with ranges of barns and outhouses in 
which our men could sleep. There were some dozens there, and we went through 


the whole gamut of arms training, with the Mauser repeating rifle, the Luger or 


Parabellum, with its 29 parts, and the Thompson. There would be competitions in 


regard to that, take apart, reassemble and load, all in seconds. We were up at six and 
into the fields by seven 

A while before that I had been in Ballinrobe where I had business with the adju 
ant, called Johnny McHugh. In 1922, he had witnessed the burning of George 
Moore's mansion, Moore Hall on Lough Carra, the people earlier having looted it 
His ancestor was, of course, John Moore, the young Catholic gentleman whom 
Iumbert summarily appointed President of the short- lived Republic of Connac ht, 
ind who shared the same fate afterwards of some thousands of peasants who had 
locked to the French standard. (14) 

BOB'S VIEW OF THE LR.A. CHIEFS OF STAFF: 

No one has a word of criticism to say of Maurice Twomey (15) the big man from 


ermoy in County Cork who survived longest as Chief of Staff, from June 1926 to 


d › > 1 
une 1936, being succeeded in rapid succession by Sean MacBride, Tom Barry and 


Mike Fitzpatrick, until Sean Russell came on stage, following the Marlborough 


Street convention of April, 1938; a Convention, Bob says, that could have done cred- 


it to Peter the Packer 
Iwomey had distinguished himself in the Tan struggle and almost to the bitter 


end in the Civil War, when he was lucky to escape the ultimate penalty. In every way 
| big man, he was very much cast in the Liam Lynch tradition, a man he revere d, 
ind whose monument on the Knockmealdownes he unveiled in April, 1935. He had 
married the ladylike Cathleen Mc Loughlin of Inishowen, who had been prominent 
in Dublin's Cumann na mBan. Twomey's outstanding quality was his diplomacy 
ind his ease in dealing with the factions within the Movement, and the respect in 
This was evident in 1934 with the Republican 


which he was held outside it 


( ‘ Л : | , < yided. Of Peada: 
ongress split, when, to a great extent, bitterness was avoidec аа; 


O'Donnell, he declared, he had a new idea every day. And if reminded of yester 


day's idea, he would dismiss it (16) 


He smiled at Sean Russell's occasional efforts at disguise, although he mystified 


some by his tolerance for the 1939 Campaign when it was plain beforehand that he 


had entertained doubts about its prospects. Moss, Bob says, had been released only 
). He 


days prior to the Marlborough Street convention (at whic h he was chairman) 
feared he might be offered the post of C.5 so he backed Russell for it. To ease the 


transition he agreed to act as Adjutant-General, but for six months only. 
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Barrv, whom, Bob savs, alwavs 
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ck Lyncl ay entering a small 


and us spending th bed which, at that 
customary. Around iat while in Dublin 


whom he intended to 


X tations it carries now, no 
intimate', 'gay a bit queer'. We both 
5 point 


і Dublin, possibly on 


Lynch, the Chief 


А i 
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› many 


I 
Know 


old him I would be су 
tell him ev farm house along the 


'd him greatly 


he produced a letter from the O.C of the County Galway battalion 
was at this time under thre sacked from a school at 
near Oranmore, in 1938) be ^ staff. The 
it to have the school manager 3avs he to 


› Old Malt House 


ry city, and infor S. had signified agree- 


еу could go and shoo І псе. They expected 
to do it, and Barry knew that and was not, under any circum 
going to do it. For whatever 


using this to call their bluff 
; than a year Mick I 
Armagh, debacle, choose 


| low opinion of Galway, and 


у 


eeded Barry who, after his Gough 


| Dubliner, was a man 


Bob Bradshaw 


common touch, was a good organiser, but the \ was broke; it м 
a diminished organisation, and Fitzpatrick was little more than a caretaker 
stage was for the arrival of Sea 
I blame Sean Russell and Peadar O'Flaherty for splitting the L.R.A at that time 
(19) and losing good men such as Malone, Lehane, Jimmy Hannigan and others who 
had, up to this, remained near the top 
sell had been 20 years Quartermaster General, and I considered him down 
competent. He invited me in 1938 to go on the English Campaign but | 
How then did I survive under him? Well, I did not. In 1938, when I heard 
ippointment of Stephen Hayes to the staff, I told Russell that he drank toc 


uch and that, as a consequence, he might well turn out to be an informer. I did that 


st hand knowledge, having spent five weeks in Co. Wexford. You also, hav: 

rmed by George Molloy (20) of Wexford town 
Shortly after that, when Hayes came to occupy the office of Adjutant- General 
vered my report; as a result of which I was expelled from the Army 
on the outbreak of war in September 1939, I was interned in Arbour 
‚ with around 70 other Republicans. In November, when the question of 
‚ the Offences Act, under which we were interned, came up, Sean Mac Bride 
ished me to go forward on the habeas co pus plea. Mac Bride pointed out to me that 
I was in a particularly strong position as I could show that I had been expelled from 
the LR. A. Machine Gun Johnny Connor persuaded me to agree but I was released 
before the case could be taken. On the morning before, I was physically thrown out 
the jail in a cloudburst of rain. The Staters may have learned of my particula: 

strength and let me go: that would not surprise me 


As a result, Seamus Burke of Ballinrobe, ever after known as Habeas Corpus 


Burke, took the action and was released in the High Court by Justice Gavan Duffy 
Following upon that, all were released from Arbour Hill on December 2, 1939 (21) 
I should say at this point, that Tadhg Lynch and Jack and Paddy- I must not for 
Paddy, all three originally from Dunmanway and very well known as 
Republicans (22) continued to serve the new staff under Russell and following his 
departure for America, Stephen Hayes and the rest. I would say they did so reluc 
I would say they did so reluctantly. Jack himself said to you that he was 

that Sean Russell had appointed him. (23) Jac k had been a 'sleeper' in 

England from 1935 where he passed under the name of Buc kley 

ladhg was arrested and interned in May, 1940, and was О.С of Hut C. 1 at the 
time of the Fire. Disenchantment with the leadership probably led to the disastrous 
Camp split which commenced at that time. Jack Lynch, who was interned in 
September 1939, went on hunger strike with Paddy McGrath, Dick Мс arthy and 
Jeremiah Daly, and was released and thereafter he survived outside until the late 


autumn of 1941, following which he was O.C in Mountjoy with Denis Griffin. I 


knew Jack well, explains Bob at this point; a р‹ od volunteer, although I considered 


him lacking, what I must call, the stuff of leadership. But then, he added meditatively, 
how many of our politic lans possess it? 
So, in December, 1939, with a phoney wat still on in Europe, I was out in three 


senses; І was out of jail; out of the Army and out of à job. As a result, I was invited 
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rht up on everything 
19th. century, and 
| considt red to be a reliable 


d upon à 


from 
п Army b 'ss, recognised him, when, one nig 
Glencree for eh (but he crossed swords 


reument the Curragh) 


say much to hin з cap down 
he mounted the bi ' gloom. A man 


mission, Bob thought to him 


; not to know that ¢ 


Hermann Goertz was temporarily 


In August and September, 1941, he ma ; to sail to France 
there. O'Donovan was interned 5} 


LD man, a Branch man, and 


id no involvement proximity, he was arrested 


was disturbed all right, says Bob; my peace. I could no longer enjoy the 
scenery, that long view nockree and Slieve Cualan 
ver the Irish sea, k shadows creeping longer 

from Kippure. I would never have a library like Roger 's, and it 
а long time before I would again bicycle the mountain roads. (26) I had 


› a literary recluse in Glencree, a confirmed bachelor, married to the books, to 


mountain walks that brought me as far vaun, and to occasional bicy 


le runs to Dublin 


On coming into the Camp, the first person I met was Jac k Brady. I had known 


Jack, whom I have referred to already, for After I found accommodation 


, while working there for Solus, | ied frequently to cycle into Dublin 


g in either of two places, with Roger M close to Leinster Road, or with 


ray Street. Jack had three sisters, Ellen, Eileen, and Margaret. I was 
acher, because of our shared interest in 


articularly fond of Margaret, a musk 
isic, although I was able to play the piano only indifferently because of my in ibil- 

to read the music 
Anyway, Jack quickly explained the Camp sit 
course, but already formalised under Liam Leddy and Pearse Kelly. I went with 
Kelly, meanwhile making it plain to the 


»n to me. There was a split, of 


Jack, joining the group presided over by 


g 
Camp Council that, though not in the I.R.A, I would not sign out. І would act in con- 


cert with the rest of the men and maintain the same discipline. The Staters must 


have thought therefore that I was important because I was held until the war's end 


April, 1945. I had been imprisoned without charge for 18 months 


Mv chief associates in the Curragh were John Cummins who, thereafter, 
g 


mained a life long friend; and Johnny, Machine Gun Connor, a wise and intelligent 
He earned the soubriquet from his defence of Tralee against the Stat i 
August, 1922, remaining ever а ards a faithful Republican. Des] 
weight, he worked as a steel erector, high up upon girders, in New York. Perfectly 
ilanced, he could tread noiselessly, even upon gravel married a lovely girl 
Peggy ( | t track afterwatr hn J »heehy continued among 
my circle of intimates 
MEMORIES: 
Ihe people Bob had met along the way encapsulate the most colourful figures in 


he Movement: George Gilmore, betrothed t ( Мега'ѕ godchild, the con 


ive young radical, Cora Hughes 


in Kanturl 

Peadai Andrew, the big, red-haired, native speaker, who had a 
Hardwicke Street, and who drove a bread van drawn by a horse which was 
spoken to in Irish. When Peadar was imprisoned, the horse for a long time was 


having only an English speaking driver. Of Frank Weafer of Mayo, who 


1 long and chequered career in the І.К.А on both sides of the water, all I can sav 

he was the sort of man that you could not keep out of the LR.A 

Neela, who had a fine muscular body, and who fancied him 

owing the weight. He challenged me in Mayo one afternoon, in Ballycroy 

ibout 1936 to throw the 56lb weight. I took him on, and after a couple of puts, we 

settled for a draw though, between ourselves, I knew I was a full quarter of an inch 

ihead of him at the finish 

Of Gearóid Mangan; I found him very well read and intelligent, a convinced 
Catholic, but convinced, not out of simple faith, but through a protracted study 

Of Bob Clements; well, Bob says, he made a hell of a good try to throw off his 

veritage when he learned Irish (almost as good as О Cadhain), became a Catholic 

ind joined the LR.A. It would be hard to be He moved about in these 

Conamara tweeds the colour of turf they were and its texture; and to crown it all, he 


had an old cap of the same material. / coul: 0] im everything, his mother used 


n 


Say, If Ne Would eroe up wearing those 


His first job upon release, inevitably was through Gearóid Mangan, upon th 


urf in the Phoenix Park. But he remained only a very short time there. Bord Failte 
was looking for hotel inspectors whose qualifications were that they knew the coun 
tryside, and were prepared to travel through it on a bicycle. He was willing to do 
that, was interviewed, and got the job; but he held it for five weeks only, despite cov 
ering all north Connaught and delivering detailed reports (Bob had first-class 
knowledge of building techniques) Was it the result of backstairs visitations from 
the Special Branch, ever seeking to disemploy Republicans? 

^t this point he heard that Liam Redmond, the Abbey Theatre actor, had been 
promised support to start a new theatre company, the Plavers’ Theatre. His bene- 
factor was Helen Hooker O'Malley, the later estranged wife of Ernie, and mother of 
Cathal, Etain and Cormac. Bob dismisses Redmond as a little man who believed 


himself a genius 


It was while trail-blazing and writing their publicity in < ork city, in the home of 
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г Seamus Murphy, that he met on Christmas Eve, Sheila McCallion, an art 


ent of Donegal parentage, born in Derry and reared in Cork. Commencing as a 


in woolcraft. In a short time 


i the Crawford, she veered towards designing 
engaged and married. Life was knock-about in the Dublin to which they 
ned, in the late forties and fifties 


1 while living in Pembroke Road, Waterlo« vad and later, in Sandymount, 


had a colourful existence among writers personalities, the likes of 


sculptor; Alan Simpson and Carolyn, of the Pike 


smond 
of the Irish Times (whom he describes as vain and 


re; Seamus Kelly, Quidnune 
he make); George Hodnett, Anthony Cronin (whom he describes as erudite and 
ine intellect), and who lived with them a while 
ordial with him; he abused 


There was Patrick Swift, 


tist, and, of course, Paddy Kavanagh (I was not 
body), and many, many more 


had a story and a verdict upon each which could fill another volume 
Eventually, however, realising that he children to support, he gravitated 
It was hard work, poorly 


paid, but he was willing to undertake anything that came his way 


into building, jobbing work, roof repairs, glazing, gu 
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hound man and all that. I had a few greyhounds too, so we were friends, he and I, but I 
was amazed when I heard he was Russell’s second-in-command. I had played also, for Cork, 
so we had plenty in common; Still I was amazed. He was a drunkard 

I met him when he was Chief of Staff, a short time before he was arrested, and I got a shock 
when I saw him. He had always been round and fat, but here he was with the flesh hanging 
off him. He had got old. This was May, 1941. I was O.C. of Munster at the time, on the run 


myself; I did not want to see him, but I had to go along 
He would not talk about anything but greyhounds, this and that, as I tried to bring him 
to what I was there for. I asked him had he an Army Council; he said no; who could I sug 
gest? There is nobody here, he said. What about Moss Twomev? Oh, he is spun out. So I said; 
vhat about John Joe Sheehy? An overrated man. There was only one man he thought to be any 
good, and that was his brother in law, Larry de Lacy, of the Irish Times 
Then he questioned me very hard about the shooting of Admiral Somerville in March, 
1936. Did I know anything about it? I had been in Cork that time with Barry, he reminded me 
Yes, I said, I went down to see my mother. He got angry then. Do you realise, he scolded, that 
ou are talking to the Chief of Staff? Yes, I said, it is because I am talking to the Chief of Staff 
that I will not tell him. Afterwards when he was arrested, he admitted to me that he had been 
told by the government to find out who was on the jobs лаа a good idea but I could not 
swear to it, and I was not going to tell a lie 
1 was not at his courtmartial in Castlewood Park, though I knew about it as I was often 
there. I fought very hard to have him shot. After all, he was sentenced to death; why they were 
б around with him I don't know. There he was writing, writing, writing. A lot of what 
he wro vas true but at the same time he w saying anything and everything to kill time. I 
am proud to say I would have killed him myself. The bastard sold out everything, yet I believe 
it was because of de Lacy. He idolised him atever he said was right. He had ensnared him 
f course he was weak. I said to him in Castlewood Park: you wanted me to tell 


vho shot Admiral Somerville. I did, і he; І was asked to find out 
Appendix for a short biography 


For, at times exaggerated and misleading references to O'Donovan, see Enno Stephen's 
land (18 refs) and The Shamrock and Swastika by Carolle J. Carter, a Californian 
rhe influence of O'Donovan, a good and loyal Republican, has been 
The І.К.А as anyone concerned with it knows, past, present and into the 
regardless of sentiment, do things in its own way, i.e, what suits their own 
it the particular time [hat is whe called spy, Hermann Goertz, a man who 
upon its ring of supporters, discovered, when he de I consider them às a body 

1 
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hort time in July, 1941, to imprison Stephen Haye 


eminence grist le Lacy who had been brought there. But the latter 


lowering himself from a window, and that spoiled the usage of the cottage. The lit 
id and their captive had, summarily, to foot it along the mountain road into Castlewood 


Rathmines, from which eight week later Hayes escaped 
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My mothe 


Island off the 


йеп name was Elizabeth McCoy; her mother came from Каш 


coast of Antrim. She had some of the old Ir 
is not particular father's name was William Joseph Burke 
| 


' came from the h mother and father met in the house in 
James Conn e members of Fianna and Cumann na 


t mother 


гт Belfa 

vas a hair dresser 

'ss in Albert Street in | he Falls Road. 1 was the 
second in the family v sister Kathleen; Alec was next, then 
| у, leannie, Mary and Gera nd three sisters. Danny worked 
in Foxe and he then secured employment in the shipyard. Mary 
ГА the same firm as her mother, in Donegall Street. My 
ind was, of course, republican. My mother was 


were both fine singers, and members of the Gaelic League 


d Padraic Pearse and the 1916 leaders. That was inevitable as they had 


wn James Connolly, and my mother was a personal friend of Nora Connolly, his 


book written by Nora Connolly O'Brien, and I was aston 


it could have been my own mother talking. It brought my mother com- 
pk telv back to me, I did not realise how like each other they 
4. 


(v father was in Coalisland on the Friday before Easter 1916, but he did not say 


were 


it except that he was there. He remembered ¢ onnolly’s daughter com- 

» dispersal but he did not know what was going on as he was only 

| volunteer. As a result of MacNeill’s countermand however, the hundreds who had 
sembled left Coalisland before Easter Monday so they had no part in the Rising. 


with Joe McKelvey living in Cyprus Street 
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U.C going up the street and my father telling me that one time 
d car had broken down not far from Lesson Street, in the Loney, and when 
it started again, Ир The І.К was painted on it, and he heard a woman 

rs have turned Sinn Feiners! 

When I was five or six years old I was sent to a girls’ school. The reason for that 
was mv older sister attended one, and, as she was one year older than I, she could 
bring me there. It was in Getty Street and I think it was called St. Paul's. We only 
vent there for one or two years as it was a kind of kindergarten. I then moved to 

glan Street School where the master was very national; he played a very forma- 

part in my life. Besides being a magnificent teacher, he was a fine man; a 
Republican, and his name was R.J. Langley. He taught from first class to sixth, so for 
ix vears we had the same teacher. He was in charge also of the gaelic football and 
the hurling and swimming. 

[ was particularly good at swimming as we were only a stones throw from the 

ind I was in and out of it every day. I knew the staff there, so 1 
could go swimming every day except Sunday, winter and summer. I went then to 
Harding Street junior tech on the advice of Mr. Langley who pointed out that the 
senior certificate course at that time took five years in St. Mary's secondary or, if | 

Malachy’s colle I got a scholarship to them both; but Mr. Langley 
ed the course at Harding Street as it took only three years and was run by the 
hristian Brothers. 

I had passed the examination for the Post Office and I had an additional advan 

in that I wasa good swimmer; I was the under fourteen Ulster Champion at the 

ast stroke, and for that reason they were anxious for me at the Post Office. Now 

'y wanted a good swimmer the Post Office mystifies me but clearly it 
something. 

However I learned that, as І was in Fianna since the time I was seven and as there 

is an oath of lovalty attached to service in the Post Office, I would have to refuse 
the job; that meant a sacrifice as there was good pay and assured promotion (1) 


There 1s strong influence on all the boys of the public elementary schools, 


especially if they excelled in sport of any description, to join the Catholic Boy Scouts 


eland. We did not know very much in those early days except that it was ‘the 


ubs’, and one day numbers of the class were told by the local priest that they should 
ioin the scouts. When I mentioned this at home however my father got quite mad; 
ire no scouts in Ireland, he declared, except М ianna Eireann. They are Irish 


through and through and it is they you should join. Little did he realise where that 


would lead me 

Fianna were based at the McKelvey hut; only a wooden hut, and we paid weel 
ly for our uniforms. Membership of Fianna had to be kept secret from our parents 
;o we used keep our uniforms in my grandmother's house in Dunville Street 

[ remember one morning about 1930 I was going to Bodenstown and I had this 
half crown (12.5 pence) and a penny The idea was to go first to Mass in St. Paul's, 
ind then to nip into my grandmother's and change into my uniform, and so to catch 
the train in Great Victoria Street for Dublin and on to Bodenstown. In the rush into 


;o as not to be late, I put the wrong coin into the collection box. As this 


Nipping out during Mass I told the 1 


He found the half crown alright and he 


vs he 
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to me; I said, ther the penny 
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nber who the speaker was 


eneral Tom Л lescribed as larger and more 


than ever, with more in evidence 
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iny that he would attend 
not attempting 1939 when the police bator 
he Belfast Battalion on reet station, I was in hospital 
t 1937 I had graduated А. and, at that time if you 
'ady a Fianna member you had to do only one month in 


raining 
he ordinary person had to do six months training before being admitted. It was 
open; like club membership. Your name was read out to the assembled com 
f anyone had an objection to you they would call on the O.C. afterwards 


and if 
ind and you might not be admitted 1 man who was in charge of recruits 
training at that time called Jim Nola been in the ^. and he was 
inevitably called Gyppo in later vears, from O'Flahertv's Informe: 
rhe most remarkable political event of this time was the election in Nov mber 


33 when De Valera was chosen for South Down. It was quite remarkable as he was 
| can remember there 


Council of the Free State 
were confused ideas about De Valera at that time and what he stood for. My father 


ilready President of the Executive 


igh regard for him because he led the Repul side in the Civil War, and 


was his newly formed newspaper. At the top of that paper during th« 
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es 


tion they had a diagram o 
with special editions coming out morning and evening. I was sent to tht shop 
ind when the Fianna Fail horse was seen to be in front my father 
ghted, and when they won he was even more delighted 

he confraternity and the scouts were frequently inter mixed together. At the 
f the Eucharistic Congress in 1932 Liam remembers there was a special day set 
г children which was probably the Saturday, and all of the children were told 
He ret irching to the station, and from there 


› 
it ( 


Phoenix Park again to the station in Amiens Street 

it Victoria Street to his hi Al] Liam remembers of that day, as 
short trousers, w the bac rubbing against his 
iny reader can recall when he boy, he will have known 
ind the effect of a trouser hem rubbing upon them 
re accompanied by teachers who wert supposed to lead them in singing 
it that did not last very ‚ The most popular hymn of that day, and one 
ff To Dublin in 


sung with рл gusto was, We're ( the Green 
hen I started in Harding Street school about 1933 
in Ross Street, with my father still hairdressing. We had a two bedroom 


Liam continues, we were 
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house, widesprea lelfast at that time, had four tiny rooms 


for the mill wo rs, with a thrust out scullery and a back yard 


ry n ' dead now, who had been in the 


npany I joined, I ompany, in the Lower Falls 


the time that I join« d 


during ou 


ms and rifle 


'd upon their 


it that time were May Laverty, Una Burke and 
isation. Dorrie Hill 
olan girls, Bridi 
here was nothing 


rot that January 


se early 
They were 
round on a bike delivering 
one single assassination 
im my company 
ent to Birmingham, Manch: 
of those was A rt Price, and another Gerry Ker 
it of Johnny Tomeltv's h e which was a sort оі 
v, and where they ta 
gland: when the 
get filled in on 
d at that time you 
a return ticke 
me occasion there 
{ to be on the same boat. The 
e crowd of Irishmen on 
side; while the loyalist 
is the hij let th« 
taysidt 
THE MUTINY IN DERRY JAIL: 
n 1939 on the outbreak of war | was arreste t was probably because | wa 
і had been questioned in the М‹ Kelvey 


nes. І was brought straight from my home to the Springfield Road bar: 


known Republican. I had been seen anc 


ervone held there in the round-up that morning. I can recall especially 


Burns and Jack M« skey. We eventually numbered 34 


under the oper ial rs р tea to 
fronted them, being ready eve gt 
there was some bad language from the B. men and peelers but no rough stt 
were moved quickly from there to Chichester Street and 


n Road. Shortly before 


then the next day to the 
Christmas were moved to Derry Jail, and 


hat was not to be the last step for on Christmas Day there was news of the 


raid, and we were also mutiny in the jail on the san 
; that I am not likely to 


My partner were all in two's, was Jimmy Drumm. We 
from the same street and we were life long friends 


so acting with friends, we seized 


seizer 
ing. I have still a copy of the statement that was given by the O.C, Sean Mc Ardle, 
to the governor of the prison on the morning of Christmas Day, and that statement 
was also put upon the outside of the barricades that we threw up in the corridors 

vere protesting against our continuing imprisonment without being chi 
tried; that it was undemocratic and that it made nonsense of our rights. Our very 
iction when we came in was to take th« irders prisoners, and to 
lock them in cells that were is a horse shot 
shaped building (3), with empty warders, taking their 
keys. In order to attract attention we broke out flags and ban 
of this overwhelmingh 
opecial: the R.L ind the fire brigade had alreadv been called. They 


idressing the people 


nationalist city gathered 


using torches at « tag g the barricaded steel door with 


We could hear this activit | 


ty nsid nvself and ‘Rocky’ Burns were 
the doo | ky 


о sing 


now hold in two doors; one was 
one de concentrated. They put 


naw 
апи уу 


р! ister off the 


knew him, м 
when the ind with a twist 
could тє ccasion was out 


lecided after some 
ind offer surrender 


he hurriedly retreat 


they had pulled from the ceiling, and they 
{ butts of rifles. The British Army soldiers 
ind R.U.C then rushed in to the open cells into ich the prisoners had 


iscriminately. The O.C was given special 
he exercise yard where, of 


tension prevailed, and all recog 
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nition accorded to the Camp Council was taken away. 

In May 1940 after the invasion of France there was a large influx of internees 
rounded up from around the rural parts of the Six Counties, but by summertime we 
were all moved, around 200 of us, in buses avoiding Belfast, to the prison ship Al 

1 on Strangford Lough, which is a seawater inlet where a ship flying the 

flag would have been a target for a German submarine (4). That may have 
een the reason (no doubt through polite intervention) we were moved again, early 
in 1941, to Crumlin Road Prison, Belfast, from which a short time later, with four 
others, I was to es ape. 

As internees we were housed in D. Wing - the layout being four fingers rather 
like Mountjoy - while our friends, the sentenced Republicans, were in A. Wing (5) 
While there, my young brother, at the age of nine years, died; I was was not allowed 
parole to attend his funeral 

In June 1941 Liam escaped out of Crumlin Road. Those who escaped with him 
were Eddie Keenan, Billy Watson, Phil McTaggart and Gerry (the Bird) Doherty 
from Derry (6). The extraordinary thing about this, continues Liam, was that the two 
McTaggarts and Liam were altar boys in the jail, although that in no way helped 
Phil's escape. The first attempt by another group, to escape, although undetected, 
had failed, so we decided to try. We made a rope out of sheets, and a hook out of the 
iron supports of the mess tables. We kept a close eye on the guards armed with Sten 
guns inside the walls; there were armed guards outside also but not as closely 
space d as those inside. 

We had selected a spot where we could cut through the corrugated iron separat- 


ing us from the sixteen foot high wall by sawing through the bolts that secured it. To 
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saw the bolts we had only an ordinary table knife but we made the edges jagged so 


anaged with hard work to cut through four bolts and set them back in 
ly, but ready to pull out again. It was to be a daytime breakout so as we 


ave to escape from inside our cells. The corrugated hoarding was in the 
exercise yard; we had confided in five fellows whom we could trust to play cards 
against the fence, and we then joined in with them which was common enough 
Using the group as cover we moved over and through the fence, at once throwing 
the hook up upon the wall. The first time it did not catch on the wall top but the sec 
ond time it did. We had ten seconds only to get over before the two police with Sten 
guns would pass by again. When we got on top of a second wall there was a garden 
twenty feet below us. It was the garden of the Mater Hospital. We knew it was there 
but we did not make allowance for the considerable height. | dropped onto a 
glasshouse without serious damage to myself or to it 

[here was a nun saying her rosary, and when she saw me she was about to 
scream until Billy Watson put his hand over her mouth and told her we were LR.A 
and that we would do no harm. There was however quite a flurry among the young 
novices at the arrival of this wild group of bearded men, but at that moment the 
main door of the convent was opened and we were guided to the front hall where, 
quite fortuitously, an old friend, Dr. John Harrington, complete with car was wait 
ing 


Sizing up the situation at once he grabbed hold of me; you look the least excited 


in tront 


ign Doctor prominently 


rringt 
ad an ident 
- 


left in Sultan Street 


own house 


lade ontact with 


it by Tommy O’Brien of 44 Parnell Square 


INVOLVEMENT IN TH 


E HAYES AFFAIR: 
нп Lian 

aughey, 
wrests in the Army 
th, came to the conclusion that th ould onl iscribed to a serious 
he top. They quickly made contact with him ippointing him, staff cap 
jntinues Liam, Sean talking in Irish 
Ш the time igh regard him, considering him one of the 


' particular person interned then 

realistically; Sean loved thi 

7h loudly at my pretation. During the Derry mutiny this man ran 

he gauntlet of police batons; he was about six foot three but thin and nervous, and 
\ 


; running along he could be heard lisping Je Mary and Joseph; ] 


eph. This would send Mc Caughey into fits 
My duties in Dublin were concerned mainly with house watching; I used to sit 
day watching houses. Sean would later say to me, what time did they raid at? He 
already knew they were raided before I had reported. He told m« afterwards that h« 


was testing out a theory that by giving address's to Stephen Hayes, he would trap 
him. Haves was eventually arrested by Mc Caughey, Rice and Mc Glade in the com 
pany of Joe Atkinson (Dougherty) on June 30, which would have been three weeks 
ifter they had met Liam in 20 Castlewood Park, at which time they had not dis 
closed what their real objectives were. Liam was not present at the arrest in Coolock, 
nor did he accompany them to Dundalk, to the Coolev mountains or back to Roger 
McHugh's cottage in Glencree 

He learned about this onlv when they walked in to Castlewood Park with Hayes 
as a prisoner after a midnight trudge across the Featherbed mountain from 
Glencree. Even then, after Liam had met him in Castlewood Park, he was not to 
know for a number of days that the prisoner was Stephen Hayes, ex- Chief of Staff 
I only knew his identity when Jobie Sullivan was brought to Castlewood Park to act 
as a guard.' Jobie had just escaped from the Dental Hospital at Lincoln Place, where 
he had locked himself in a toilet, escaping through a window. In the street he ran 
into Sean McCaughey and Sean immediately linked him into this escapade 


Liam Burke 


Together Jobie and Liam entered the front room at Castlewood Park where 

Hayes was seated. Jobie had already been told that there was a prisoner who had to 

be guarded, but he had not been told who the prisoner was. Entering, Liam could 

see there was a second of startled recognition and that Jobie was amazed. Breaking 

silence, he remarked, you are in a bit of trouble Stephen, to which he responded 

| Jobie then motioned Liam out; do you know who that is; that is Stephen 

f Staff. Sean Mc Caughey then confirmed this and Liam was taken fully 

into their confidence. For a limited period Hayes was on short commons but after 

he received the same food at the same time around the same table as his cap 
ill being treated alike by the landlady 

[he court martial could not be held until officers of sufficient standing could be 

found, and that turned out to be the evening of Wednesday July 23, when the three 

man court sat in what was described as a downstairs room. The courtmartial was in 

held in the front sitting room with a large bay window looking out upon 

lewood Park. At the courtmartial was Charlie Mc Carthy from Cork, Tom 


Farrell of Carna, Connemara, and Pearse Kelly of Dung 


annon; Kelly being a још 
nalist, was also his own notetake: 

Mc Caughey was prosecutor (8). Hayes had refused to nominate any defending 
counsel, so, as nobody was nominated for the defence, the onus lay upon the pros 
ecutol 

His demeanour was meek and subdued, while anything he said in his defence 
consisted of simple unsupported denials. Nonetheless, in his dual role, Mc Caughey 
dealt with these. Failing to be specific on any point Hayes continued only with 
monosyllabic rebuttals, frequently going off at tangents. 

He recognised the court alright, Liam says, but, in my opinion, he made a very 
weak defence. I cannot recall what time it began but it went on through the night; 
Mc Caughey going methodically from point to point, one after the other, and never 


repeating himself. We then left the room to await a recall. When eventually we were 
А 
t 


sent for the verdict was announced: I must say we were all in agreement with it 
There was no reaction from Hayes that I could see; he asked instead if he could have 
permission to write, I think to a girl friend. In return for that, and to undo some of 
the harm he had caused the Republican Movement, he offered to pen a full confes- 
sion. There and then it was decided that yes, a confession should be written, and it 
would be in Indian ink on vellum. 

Staying constantly in Castlewood Park were Burke, Jobie, Rice and ‘Black Dan 
O'Toole. Mc Caughey, Mc Glade and Pearse Kelly rarely overnighted there, stopping 
instead in another H.Q house in Whitehall, on the north side. Travelling across city 
early in September, Sean McCaughey was arrested alighting from a tram at the cor 
ner of Castlewood Avenue, close enough to the hideaway: he had just returned from 
meeting Liam Lucas, sugar wholesaler and old time supporter of the Movement 
Instantly, with the head centre gone, there was confusion. Padraig Mac Logan and 
John Joe Sheehy were called in and agreement was reached that Pearse Kelly be 
appointed Chief of Staff. He was not to last long however, being arrested in Clontarf 
only twelve weeks later. Arrests of top men were now so widespread, and would 
continue so, that it seemed as though the spirit of Stephen Hayes was still in com- 
mand 


armed Branch men unt Deni Y Brien 

shooting in the back the lookout, Liam Rice, placed at the с‹ of the 

he had been placed there t r | who was expected but who entered 
further end. He came, saw the debacle and made off. Meanwhile 

seven weeks later, in prison, a for years afterwards in Enniscorthy until hi 

it the age of 78 in December 1974, would be offering to anyone who listened 


couple of Sunday 


mainly Wexford, Carlow, 


ny, where on one occasi he had the unenviable task of calling upon Mrs 
hael Deveraux, widow of the haples ry driver and quartermaster, to inform 
hat the Army now considered her executed husband - executed on the directior 
phen Hayes - to be innocent(9). But v heads toppling all around he was not 
pon his bicvcle, to last long either. Passing I rges Street, Dublin into Dame 
December, the bike was forced by a p ar to the kerb and armed men 


leaped out. He was on route to the Great Northern, to what is now Connolly Station 


with communiques for Belfast 

CURRAGH INTERLUDE: 

Irudging along the narrow Dame Lane, closely es orted, he was still able to rip 
in inside lining and allow his papers to slip unseen down a grating Under close 
grilling in the Lower Castle Yard, he concluded they were at a loss for identification 


hey had no evidence and no photographs as he had never been photographed The 


sharp faced men on the other side of the table did not even have a name. After hours 


of this he decided that ‘breaking down’ and declaring his identity would be in order 
1 Doherty from Buncri he announced, knowing that there was unlikely to 


be a charge against the Bird. Quick as a flash came back from Michael Gill, a native 


} I ] 1 11,» г | ond at the £n 2 
of those parts; there is a big chapel in Buncrana. Is it in the middle or the end of the town 


And that sighs Liam was where Aughrim was lost, for 1 said it’s in the middle, and 

that very imposing edifice - as anyone who has been to Buncrana knows, is in St 

Mary’s Road at the low end of the town. He spent two nights in the Bridewell, then 

ten days over Christmas in Mountjoy. These, however, wer administrative details 
; he was going to be interned anyway 

I was interned in the Curragh under the name of 5ean Maguire but I had a num- 

ber of other alias’, one being Brennan. Like many others he was depressed by his 


first sighting of the place; all those w ild tattered men with bald heads and straggling 
beards. Harry White was the first to greet him and he joined a hut occupied by him 


and Charlie McGlade. 
My time there lasted no more than six months, and almost my only memory was 
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hunger and the severity of the wind. I was always hungry; I can recall fellows hang 
ing around outside the cookhouse kitchen ready to grab bones being thrown out 
Peadar Mc Andrew, otherwise know as Clampar, was on a special diet of frequent 
bread, eggs and milk. Some of us would hang close by him ready to grab anything 
he might leave. Of all the jails that I had so far been in, numbering five, I preferred 
Crumlin Road provided there was no row in progress 

An escape planned for February proved abortive; the night was wild and 
windswept but the Staters appeared to know and it was called off (10). Later the 
group sought to slip out on a foggy morning in March; the fact that ‘а big push’ was 
planned in the North lent urgency, but once again they were thwarted. On the 
appointed morning, the fog being heavy, they readied themselves to have a go, The 
were spread out facing the three lines of barbed wire and the trench, when the ‘silent 
man’ Paddy Dalton, a veteran of 1920 from Tipperary, came up to them. Hold on, he 
said; this is not the only fog: there will be others. But take a walk now and look across when 
that fog lifts. Sure enough, in minutes, it swirled away to reveal military police stand- 
ing fifty yards apart outside the fence. There, said the silent man, moving away, when 

: ps oi > Curragh, they don't rely on the lamps and the sentries; guards are posted 
yutside as well (11). 

When Harry White signed out of the Curragh in April 1942 it was a trial run to 
see what would happen, and if that succeeded Frankie Duffy and I would come out. 
[he reason that I was required was because I knew the location of the dumps in the 
south east. I returned to Dublin in the summer of 1942, and with Charlie Kerins of 
[ralee as Chief of Staff, and with Mick Quill of Listowel as his А.С. Liam, Frankie, 
Harry, Archie Doyle, Charlie and Mick with local men, were involved on September 
2, near Cullaville in the first action of what was intended to be an onslaught upon 


the Border, on the same day that Tom Williams was hanged in Crumlin Road. After 
an exchange the column retreated and it did not reform. Sporadic actions com- 
menced instead in Belfast, continuing into November, with curfew imposed and 
heavy patrolling by R.U.C and B. Specials 

Mick Quill, sent to Belfast on August 23, ran foul of one of these patrols and was 
arrested in North Queen Street. The Dublin authorities arranged that he be extra- 
dited south and indicted before the Military Tribunal at Collins Barracks. Charged 
vith the shooting at Rathfarnham of Det. Sergt. Denis O'Brien, his case was sensi- 
tive and had to be carefully defended. Much of the responsibility for this lay upon a 
handful of men, including Liam, already themselves hotly pursued and upon the 
run. The proceedings are recounted as follows from this author's Harry. 

MICK QUILL’S TRIAL: 

Mick Quill was arrested by R.U.C Special Branch off his bike in North Queen 
Street, Belfast, on October 2, 1942. He seemed likely to be charged with being con- 
cerned in the shooting of Dinny O’Brien on September 9, at Rathfarnham. On 


October 4, he was brought to Carrickarnon and pushed over the Border. As police 


expressed it in the Special Court afterwards, a man was put out of a car on the 


Northern side, and when he crossed it, we arrested him 
[here was strong police evidence against him. One, a Branch man, who hap- 
pened to be cycling towards the mountains on his way to cut turf, saw two men on 


ing to the identifi 


photogray п ап 
ure when the 


t Quill was th« 


recognition from а felk Ww 
short time re ided in the boarding 
hri 1 ili 


' raid on it on September 16 
ind passed himself 
tly before the police raid upo 
flown. In his evidence, the tw 
old Quill, said 1 | been in Belfast from 
urning to Dublin on one occasi jn September 4. At this stage 
ne, her daughter Maureen and Mary Mc Guigan from Belfast, were put in th 
LR.A had cobbled together a strong alibi for Quill, and 
lete1 I { state subterfuge with their own. Sarah, Maureen and 


үгү were three attractive Republican girls from the Falls; both Quill and М‹ 


i stayed in their house alone wa ep sister of Dan Turley. Con Lehane 
deputed to go over the case caref with them beforehand, as to what they 


ild say and not say. Using се over the Bank of Ireland on Ormond Quay 


ock up, he rehearse: n through the proceedings of the litary court 
4 | B 


Collins Barracks. They had never been in court before, but 


h flying colours 
{ 


Оп the sixth dav of his trial, the girls gave evidence that he had been in Belfast 


jn September 9, and for a period before and after. The evidence, in camera, was 
| | 


accompanied by a State undertaking that their names would not be passed back to 


the R.U.C, an undertaking that was, needless to say, dishonoured. Quill was acquit- 


ted on the death charge although he now faced two and a half years in the Curragh 


However there was much joy at the back when the three military officers 


|I uri a a ) give him [he bx neht of the doubt 


ind gave their verdict: The 
e find hin 1 euilty of murder. When my boy is released from internment said his 
tearfully, Л ill have to marry one of those girls. But they had already received a 
re tangible reward: the boys presented them in Belfast with three of the new 
reversible coats, then all the rz purchased for around six pounds each from 
Andersons & Mc Aulevs. The coats rewarded the girls while at the same time th« 
h of attire upon the train disguised their arrival from Branch men on the plat- 
form at Amiens Street. Army funds, however, did not extend to meeting the expens- 
es of counsel: MacBride never received or took money from the Movement 
CLOSING IN: 
We were reduced now, Liam proceeds, to a small nucleus that could contribute 
very little to the sporadic struggle in the North. We were under pressure and with- 


out resources moving from pillar to post That autumn in Dublin there were not 


450 Liam Burke 


more than half a dozen houses open to us; Murphy's in Rathmines, Brown's in 
Cabra, Rosanne Collins close to the North Strand and Hutchinson's of Rathgar 
Road. But all of these were under surveillance and likely to be raided Harry had 
two hair breadth fighting escapes; in September, at the Dermody wedding in Tuite's 
of Mount Nugent, and in October from Mrs. Kelly’s house in Donnycarney. As a 
result of the first, Paddy Dermody, was shot dead in action, while Maurice O'Neill 
of Cahirciveen, paid the full price by execution, for the second. For all of us it could 
now only be a matter of time (12) 

The state regarded us as mad dogs - how often have I heard that journalist's 
expression used in regard to Republicans - and would give us no quarter. When it 
came to move finally, we decided to head northwards. Jimmy Steele had been cap- 
tured in Belfast as had Hugh McAteer, our Chief of Staff, on September 6. Theit 
places urgently required filling; there was nothing that we could do in Dublin. 

Taking advantage of the pre-Christmas rush, with Jim Toner and ! larry, I depart- 
ed by bus for Sligo in the dark of the morning, December 20, 1942. Frankie Duffy 
was already in Belfast. By various means from Sligo, between biking and bussing, 
we also reached the city. We walked through the darkened streets to Beechmount in 
the middle of the Falls, the Nationalist quarter. It was hard to recognise some streets; 
their railings had been removed for scrap. Lights peeped out from chinks behind 
windows, while a few street lamps burned with a dim blue colour. An occasional car 
crept past, dim lights emerging only from thin slots. In some streets we had to pick 
our way over water mains laid upon the surface. Muted signs directed the way to 
air raid shelters (13). 

It 15 a measure of how poorly off the Army was at the start of 1943, that its two 
principal officers upon their return from Dublin, could find shelter only in a brick- 
works. The grand offensive against the rearguard of the enemy had fizzled out after 
only three months. The Free State was forbidden territory now, more tightly 
patrolled than ever. Over the Six Counties there was a rigid clampdown, which lim- 
ited individual movement and made all thoughts of coherent planning impossible 
And yet it was to be a year which at its commencement anyway, sparkled with hope 
Mick Quill, who had faced an almost certain rope, escaped with his life in January. 
Four intrepid men, Hugh Mc Ateer, Jimmy Steele, Pat Donnelly and Ned Maguire 
broke their way out of Crumlin Road Jail in the same month; in March, 21 tunnelled 
their way out of the bastille in Derry, while a propaganda coup was scored at Easter 


by the appearance on a cinema stage in Belfast of Mc Ateer and Steele. 
Even so, for all their gallantry, for all their idealism, for all the smartness and the 


occasional brilliance of the I.R.A, before the year was out, the struggle would have 
fizzled to extinction. By the end of 1943, with another activist, Jackie Griffith, dead 
in Dublin, one could say that north and south there was not a kick left in the organ- 
isation, and the one great survivor, Harry White, the lone Chief of Staff, after the 
hanging of Charlie Kerins in December 1944, was on his keeping, in deep conceal- 
ment, at Altaghoney, in rural south Derry. 

In all the actions, save the Crumlin Road escape, Liam participated actively. 
Hugh McAteer, Jimmy Steele, Pat Donnelly and Ned Maguire escaped over the wall 
from Crumlin Road. McAteer and Steele had been there for only three months; 
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McAteer on a fifteen vear sentence, Steele on ten, Donnelly on twelve and 
Maguire on six. Arrested in the blackout outside the home of a young Derry 
Catholic policeman resident in Belfast, in September, McAteer had been arraigned 
along with David Fleming and John Graham, both of whom operated the publicity 


Ireland is still worth fighting for, said the Protestant Graham, who got twelve years 


H.Q at 463 Crumlin Road. McAteer was sentenced by Justice Brown to fifteen years 


But McAteer was determined that this time he would not stay. 

plan was put together by Steele, McAteer and Donnelly. Maguire was brought 

in because he was a slater by trade. Noticing that one could pass from a trapdoor in 

top floor toilet, into the roof space, they worked for weeks on a scheme which 
entailed a bed sheet rope ladder, a wall hook swathed in bandages, and a tall 
demountable pole, the leather jointing ferrules of which were made in the boot 
shop. Even when they found the trap door padlocked, and an ordinary prisoner had 
got to know about it, thev persevered On the morning appointed - 'summertime 
prevailed so it was still dark.- they separately received permission to go to the wash 
house, where they broke a hole in the roof and escaped into the yard 

From there they passed through to the wall fronting С rumlin Road, threw a 
sheet rope on which the bandaged steel crook was attached to the top, and on climb- 
ing that, they dropped on to the ground at the gable of the screws' cottages. 

In fact it was not quite that easy. The demountable pole for placing the hook 
upon the barbed wire on top of the wall, was found to be six foot short, and Maguire 
had to stand booted upon M« Ateer's thin shoulders. The other three had ascended 
and disappeared over the top, but when it came to Hugh's turn he lost his grip and 
fell to the ground, severely injuring an ankle. However he persev ered, and with 
bleeding hands climbed over. 

There were crowds of men at that time of the morning coming down the 
Crumlin Road with coats buttoned up, so the four men in their strange attire were 
not noticed. They had become separated anyway. Hugh in fact was lost, and had to 
backtrack into a party-of warders. He was in trouble too with his ankle following the 
drop from the high wall Steele, however, had plenty of friends around North Queen 


Liam Burke 


he knew of an empty house, and the three made their way there. Hugh 


as guided there shortly after. Once inside, Jimmy got word to 


ovided them with food which lasted a few days until Н.О got them 
After few weeks, Pat Donnelly and Ned Maguire moved to 


r and Steele remained in Belfast to face the biggest security rum 
1 had seen 
wing the escape, in mid-Fel » Kerins and Archie Doyle arrived 


Archie had been in Belfast before, Charlie had not. They came by train 


і the Auxiliary Fire Service in the Falls, Liam says, so we quickly had 
| 


omplete with authentic pho 


; by the mes, the firm officially appointed for that 


safety, remaining for about a fortnight 
hief of Staff but he now deferred to Hugh, becoming hief 
ermaster- General on the staff 
ippointed because his training lay in administration; he was less a hard 


Archie. Harry continu 


elf while Archie had the :t of Quart 


rthern Command while 1 
e arranged at a full day conven 
Ballymacarret; neighbours there subscribing food from their 


і Adjutant-General, The appointments 


own meagre 
ions for the group 
MASS BREAK OUT OF DERRY JAIL: 


We now knew that there was to be a mass by internees from Derry Jail, 


where 300 Republicans were held. To raise fund t- as we had no money - a 


hold-up was sanctioned in Strabane which brought in £1,500. It was an early morn 
the O.C Tyrone and his Adjutant, on February 2, 1943, Jim Toner and Joe 
on a horse drawn mail van as it left the station 

[wo men, one shining a strong light upon the driver, ordered him and his helper 

› dismount, while the other searched for and removed registered packages. They 
le off on bicycles. Toner and Carlin had planned the operation without any 
»wledge of the impending escape, knowledge withheld even from Steele and 
Xteer. The money was lost temporarily though some came to Belfast, while 
Paddy Clarke (originally from Ardee) had £700 in his possession just before the 
Staters closed in on the quarry at Kinacalley, as he waited there with the escapees. 
He slipped it to a local farmer and recovered it from him later. A few months earli- 


er in November, Billy Graham and Eddie Steele had commenced a tunnel from 


under the floorboards of their cell, with Harry O'Rawe and Jimmy O'Hagan in sup 


+ 
DOr 
px 


rt. The grim gothic edifice of Derry Jail was built upon a hill, and the work facing 


the lads was arduous and dangerous. They had to sink a 15 foot vertical shaft before 
burrowing a tunnel 80 feet long 


[he excavation was done at night, and while two of the men worked, the third 
kept watch for the night patrols who flashed their lights on the beds, and satisfied 
themselves that no prisoner was missing. As soon as the man on the watch saw the 
patrol, he signalled the two men below who shinned up the rope, jumping fully 
clothed into bed. The tunnel, propped up in places by boards and sandbags made 


from pillow cases filled with soil, was for bellying through, being too narrow to turn 


outh east 


istonishment of th 


iil; what direction 

us Duffin, moving by train from Belfast, checked the ordnance 

the conditions on tl te so that we knew exactly what house thes 
up in. Tunnelling like tha ni пе now because of the listening 
intense security precaution still they break out. Louis had, a few 
been one of a party which attemptec aid an R.A.F barracks off 
Road. The raid was not a success, and as he charged out, the car he 
sped off. He fell clutching his gun, in the roadway. At the same 


U.C car drove up. They nearly killed you, son, said the policeman, help 
| | 


ise. Thrusting his gun into his pocket, Louis was conveyed in the police 


am stop. Jimmy Steele travelled in the furniture van with its driver to 
rry. I had booked the van from Curran's a few days before, then travelled there 
accompanied by the driver and Steele. At the last moment when he realised what 
they were about, the driver o stay with us. All were accommodated in a 
friendly house in the city. The van was parked in Abercorn Place, awaiting zero hour 
which was 8.30 the next morning 
Shortly after that time, the first of the muddied men came sprinting down the 
short residential street, down a flight of steps and over to where the van was parked, 
crowding inside. One of them however did not make the van that morning. As the 


Liam Burke 


; climbed aboard, Seamus O'Rawe of Belfast, was slowed up in the tunnel. For 


| lav low around Derry; then on Sunday night in the blackout, he was 
the R.U.C and hauled back. He later received twelve months hard 
internment. Five others, Harry O'Rawe. Hubert Mclnerney, 
1 O'Boyle, ‘Chips’ McCusker and Billy Graham did not make it either. They 
the city cemetery, and from there reached Letterkenny on foot where a 
brought them into a restaurant giving them a four course meal. He then 
y car to Ballybofey where Dan Мс ool put them into the hands of 
larke, (14) his training officer. Clarke ferried them to Sligo where, armed 

with sticks, they boarded a train as cattle drovers 
rtunately on arrival penniless in Dublin, they made straight for that rendez- 
us of Republicans, An Stad, in North Frederick Street, where early next morning 
‘tine O'Bovle who stayed north, were arrested. In the hunt for them even 
Maud Gonne's house at Roebuck had been raided. As more recent events have 
own in respect of northern prisoners, the Free State is assiduous in its co-opera 
tion with the occupiers. The main body of escapees, 15 men, plus Ned Maguire with 
the driver, sped towards Carrigans, jumped the border and dashed through the vil 
lage. There was to be a lorry to meet them and they were also to have received 


money to enable them to disperse. But although £700 was on hand with Paddy 


Clarke, the other arrangements fell throug! 


Having jumped the customs post, they were followed closely by Free State police 
‚ Branch men and Free State Army from Letterkenny were already alerted by 
Five of the men detached themselves and escaped, but ten were found 
unarmed and leaderless near the top of windswept Kinacally mountain. Come for- 
irds, shouted the armed Staters, as they approached them; but the only 
lads had was an old rifle and a forty five 

They were brought and lodged at Rockhill military barracks, Letterkenny, 
where, after being held for a week (viewed meanwhile by screws and police brought 
from Derry) they were conveyed the 180 miles to the Curragh Internment Camp 
Harry White immediately recommended that Albert Price, Billy Perry, ‘Rocky’ 
Burns and five others should come out, which they did. Albert, Billy and ‘Rocky’ 
then returned to Belfast. The furniture van ordered from Curran Bros. of Belfast on 
the Friday, was left near Sion Mills, and the sum of nine pounds hire was forward- 
ed to the firm. Steele and myself arrived back safe and sound by train, alighting at 
Midland station in Belfast. This time I was travelling as a priest while Steele was in 
his Fire Service uniform. 

PUBLIC APPEARANCE OF MC ATEER: STEELE AND I ARRESTED: 

Easter Sunday evening I was tracked down together with Alfie ‘Shuffles’ White, 
to the house we were staying in, Carmichael's of Windsor Drive near the Lisburn 
Road. It was a Loyalist area and we thought we would be safe, but evidently suspi- 
cion was aroused because the R.U.C approached front and rear so that when we ran 
out the back we found that way blocked. Alfie had escaped from Derry only five 
weeks before. Three months later we each got twelve years. An arms dump, which 
we were unaware of, was found under boards on the first floor. It consisted of a 
Thompson, two Lee Enfields, nine revolvers and an assortment of magazines and 


iam Burke 


tne police evidence 
covered the arms, until s 


man. I slipped a note 


/sco, at the Broadwav 
locati jn and most of the audience у 6 vourable 
C determined to block an Easter commemoration. Tha 
place in public in a cinema never occurred to them. It was two 
ind Dan Diffin, who came up with the idea. At first it was simply that a slide 
і оп the screen JOIN THE LR.A, but we t d it into a full dress con 


ration. Harrv White was stopping in the house of th« projectio ist, Willi 


whose brother Gerry was interned. The box wa kept locked, but ther 


h і 


› minute break between films during they stepped out for a 


would act then. The cinema had been well gone over; armed volunteers 
ere inside the doors, on the roof and across the street. ? \ were 
'ady below. When the projection box door opened at 5p.m. our men slipped 
handed over their slide which was flashed upon the screen 
THIS CINEMA HAS BEEN COMMANDEERED BY THE IRISH REPUBLICAN 
ARMY FOR THE PURPOSE OF HOLDING AN EASTER COMMEMORATION 
IN MEMORY OF THE DEAD WHO DIED FOR IRELAND. THE PROCLAMA 
ПОМ OF THE REPUBLIC WILL BE READ BY COMMDT. GEN. STEELE AND 
THE STATEMENT FROM THE ARMY COUN WILL BE READ BY 
LIEUT. GEN. MCATEER 


The two men then mounted the stage reading from two documents, which was 


greeted by thunde rous applause. Meanwhile, | rank, the manager, who was an uncle 
of the projectionist, was held in his office and his phone seized. It was all over with- 
in 20 minutes, but he was so frightened he did not call the police until an hour later 
hey then arrested him but released him quickly. A statement had already reached 
the papers, and it was from them the police first learned of it. By the end of April 
only three of the 21 from Derry were still at liberty. About 40 Republicans were 
pulled in on these sweeps. There was no let-up north or south 

In Dublin, Sean Hamill, one of the escapees, and Frank Kerrigan, who had 
escaped from Mountjoy with Jackie Griffiths and Jim Smith the previous October, 
were re-arrested in April Early in May, Jimmy Steele, then O.C. Belfast, was arrest- 
ed at eleven o'clock at night at 96 Amcomri Street, Beechmount, off the Falls. Jimmy, 
now 34, had already served five years following the 1936 Crown Entry raid. Before 


his death in the early seventies, he would have served a total of twenty years in His 


Liam Burke 


the cause of freedom. A man of unshakeable principles and 

Liam Burke adds; and these were enunciated in a stirring address at the 

Barnes and McCormack in Mullingar in 1969; a speech which more than 
anything gave new backbone to the northern I.R.A 

In March, the Stormont Civil Powers Act was further tightened; they already had 

blanket powers but these new measures gave them an abundance. Introducing it, 

William Lowrv K.C, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Home Affairs stated; 

HL н. 


T1 h ? ; > T hihi 1 л hief th П 7 ^ n1 the Hime TIT 
aim of these people is very much like the mischief that was made at the time of the intro- 


n of the Treason Felony Act of 1848. It was that Act which permitted the depor- 


tation of the Young Irelanders, Mitchell, Duffy and the rest to Australia. Unionist 


thinking had not advanced one inch in a hundred years. Meanw hile four more of the 
Derrv internees were held in Dublin. Of the 21 who made it scarcely four remained 
Pat Tinney and Frank € ampbell of Beleek, Co. Fermanagh, were taken. He was a 
brother of Tom interned with us in Crumlin before our escape. Ned Maguire, who 
had escaped from Crumlin Road was held after twelve weeks in Donegal. 

You were good, laughs Liam, if, having escaped, you could remain free for half 
a vear. In Belfast 50 men were rounded up. Jimmy Steele in May was taken, clever 
ly disguised the report said, in the Falls. There were still ceremonies, there was still 
defiance but organised resistance was no longer possible 

At my own trial, before a secure upholder of the Empire and the Protestant reli- 
gion, a Major McCollum, Alfie and I refused to stand or face towards him Police 
tried to force us but we resisted that. The evidence that followed concerned how 
thev had staked out the house front and rere in Windsor Drive, and of the consider- 
able quantity of weaponry found under a timber floor about which, as I said, I knew 
nothing. 

In August before another secure upholder of the Empire, Lord Justice Murphy, 
eleven of us were sentenced in rotation. The Irish News report of August 4, told the story:- 

FIREARMS CASES 4.8.43. 

HEAVY SENTENCES AT CITY COMMISSION 

Steele Gets 12 years 

Heavy sentences including in one case the Cat and in two others the Birch, as 
well as imprisonment, were imposed by Lord Justice Murphy at the Belfast City 
Commission yesterday on a number of young men who had been found guilty of 
possession of firearms and ammunition. The sentences were:- 

lames Steele, North Queen Street -12 years 
os. Doyle, Whiterock Crescent 2 years and 12 strokes of the Birch 
William Doyle, Britton’s Drive years 
ames Mooney, Raglan Street -10 years and 12 strokes of the Cat 
Arthur Steele, Artillery Street years and 12 strokes of the Birch 
iam Burke, Locan Street -12 years 
Alphonsus White, Rockmore Road years 


Louis Duffin, New Lodge Road -12 years 
ohn Jos Doyle, Whiterock Crescent -10 years 


oseph Lunney, Bow Street - 7 years 
Francesco Notarantonio, Jamaica St. - 4 years 


А officers from Belfast 


Prison on Januar 5th. last, received a senten f 12 years penal servitude for has 
1+ " h 1s hia 1 } 

er and ammunition while in hiding in the house 

Amcomri Stree rom t OCK ol > Saic The police port describes me as 


rally good 


After this admission that m ауе been refused the 


itment of a political prisoner, and inst - Lord Justice Murph | am not con- 


any ог these t concern me 


e you nothing else 
embly’. Lord Justice Murphy 
currently with the sentence | 
Liam Burke of Locan Street and Alphonsus White of Rockmore Road, were ea 
1 charge of having had in their possession 


sentenced to 12 years penal servitude on a 


ler their control in a house in Windsor substances, including 
machine gun, bombs, rifles, revolvers and ammunition. When the Clerk of th« 
Court s | › Burke, “Н; vou anything і sav to Му Lord before sentence is 


passed.’ Burke re plied nothing to say because I do not recognise the right of 


to judge me.’ White said, ‘I do not plead with my enemy.’ (End 


Lord Justice Murphy 
of Irish News Report) 

Early in July, the sentenced prisoners, of which there were about 200 in A. Wing 
threatened a strip strike as a protest against being forced to wear prison garb; nor 
mal political treatment never having been accorded in Crumlin Road Jail. 20 chosen 
prisoners held out for ten weeks until ordered off by their Camp Council. Liam 
notes that the strip protest had already commenced when he arrived in A. Wing in 
August 1943 Steele, Mc Ateer and Pat Mc Cotter, then O.C, discussed the situation 
and it was decided that Steele should join the strikers while the rest would remain 


in support. With wartime censorship however there was no hope of success so after 


| weeks the staff ordered them off 
Five months later, in March 1944, the Staff, influenced by worsening conditions, 


invited volunteers for a hunger strike. Mc Ateer, Pat Mc Cotter and Liam com- 


menced it, being on a first rota, to be followed by a further three led by Steele. Their 
abstinence lasted 43 days when, once again, it became clear that wartime censorship 
suffocated all news of it 

Wing, comprising the convicte d prisoners, 


Liam was now acting as O.C of A 
almost all of whom were Republican The 200 internees in D. Wing had their own 


O.C. The sentenced men were now resigned to the prison garb and to going through 


the motions of working in the shoe shop, the tailoring shop and the mat shop. In 


effect the Northern authorities never conceded political treatment until the great 
hunger strike of 1981 in which ten men died 

Joseph Steele and Arthur Doyle, as noted above, had been sentenced to 12 
strokes of the Birch as well as 12 years, and James Mooney to 12 strokes of the Cat 
Both punishments were freely handed out in the North, and occasionally in the 


South, to humiliate in a degrading manner, those prisoners and their close relatives 


outside 


Liam Burke 


IHE CAT AND THE BIRCH ADMINISTERED: 

[here are few accounts anywhere on how this barbaric punishment was applied; 
Liam was therefore pressed to give an acocunt 
І have no direct personal experience of the Cat, he commenced, but I was O.( 
Republican Prisoners when James Mooney received 12 strokes and Joe Doyle and 
Arthur Steele, a nephew of Jimmy Steele, received 12 strokes of the Birch. Thes 
hree were members of Fianna Eireann at the time of their capture on an outdoor 
Fianna parade. I believe a hand gun was captured on that occasion, but to have 


idministered the Cat and Birch was very much over the top and says much of the 


'igotry of loyalist judges when they were sentenced on August 4, 1943. On arrival 
in A. Wing there were already men there who had received the Cat, including Pat 
McCotter, Ned Tennyson, Pat Donnelly and John McMahon 

The Cat in their case was administered by a warder who was ex-British Navy 
Pat McCotter, and his comrades, told me that the physical pain was negligible, and 
that in his opinion the whole scenario demeaned those who inflicted it more than 
the victims. It was laid down that the punishment be carried out within a limited 
period after sentence; it was supposed to unnerve the man, leaving permanent 
physical scars on the body. The three Fianna boys could not expect any merciful 
intervention from the Unionist regime and they therefore hoped to have the ordeal 
finished sooner rather than later. 

[he weeks dragged on from August to December and most of us began to feel 

the floggings were either cancelled or forgotten. Such, however, was not the 
case, for on a cold night near Christmas, we heard doors opening and unusual activ- 
ity in A. Wing. We knew then that the floggings were beginning. Each of the three 
Fianna members were taken from his cell and brought to an empty cell in C. Wing, 
warders being locked in with them. They were then ordered to strip off their shirts. 
They were left alone then to listen to the sounds of warder activity in the Wing. Each 
had no idea of the consequences or how long they would have to wait for their turn. 
It was extremely cold without shirts or jackets and each one told me afterwards that 
their worst ordeal was to try not to shiver with the cold in case the warders would 
boast that they had been afraid. 

iventually they were escorted singly by their jailers between ranks of assembled 
off- duty warders - onlookers, I suppose - down steps to a boilerhouse where they 
were suspended by rings, hands and feet, inches over the ground. A man with a 
hood over his head then administered the whipping. Each stroke was counted by 


the prison Governor while the doctor present checked the heart beat after each 


stroke. The boilerhouse was filled with warders; it was not clear if their attendance 
was on the Governor's orders or if they had volunteered. After each flogging each 
victim was taken down, and escorted back to his cell. The only medical treatment 
received was a thin gauze bandage over the bleeding parts. 

The following morning, continued Liam, І examined the men and found each 
bleeding. James Mooney who had received the Cat was quite badly cut upon the 
chest, while Joe Doyle and Arthur Steele were lacerated on the buttocks. I com- 
plained to the Governor on the next day about the barbarity of this punishment; 
about the unnecessary attendance of so many warders, the lack of proper medical 


NI DOO 


homelike 


three months there 


a Protestant 
А in Belfast. He was one 
ime over from Denis Ireland's Irish Union 
ist Battalion, was arrested in September 
Iquarters of the publici department where owner, Sean Dynan, 
Killarnev. Graham was sentenced to 


June 1943 he, with 21 others went upon a strip strike for political 


nt. I , 7.30 every article of covering , down to a towel, was 

removed from their cell, and they were left to sit cold upon the floor until night time 
when bedding was rett | 

Those on the strike wer James Brog vrone; Frank Morris, Tyrone; David 

ning, Kerry; John Mc Mahon, Portadown; Ned Tennyson, Portadown; Sean 

gher, Derry; P. Hegarty, Derry; John Graham, Belfast; Joe Cahill, Belfast; Dan 

Belfast; rry Adams, Belfast; James Hannon, Belfast; Joe Myles, Belfast; 

Belfast; H. O’Hara, Belfast: S. Mc Parland, Belfast; P. Corrigan, Belfast 

les М er, Belfast; T. Morley, Belfast; УУ. Doyle, Belfast; J. Mc Cusker, and 

jimmy’ Steele, Belfast 
rhe strip strike began in mid-June and was called off early in September. It had 


received almost no publicity and was unavailing. (There is a good account by Jimmy 


le in Tim Pat Coogan's The 1.В.А 

After his release in 1950, John Graham married a Catholic, Sheila Gibbons. “You 
never thought of changing’, Liam joked with him one day. ‘Sure God would have no 
respect for a man who changed his religion for a woman’, laughed Graham. Still liv- 


ing with his five daughters in Belfast, Graham was then, and still remains, a pacifist 


Liam Burke 


PARTING SHOT: 


Striking 


e memorial was unveiled to Jack Me 


1952,attende 


Neela at the graveside in Ballvcroy 


^, d by a wide circle which included Liam 
in the Mulrany Hotel, Liam re 


'adar O'Flaherty. Almost ; 


At a celebratory 


being joined by a group which 
оп was begun as to whether 


rainst Stephen Have levelled; Peadar O'Flaherts 
edings, saying he had carefully studied the papers and every 
: 


and in his opinion Stephen Hayes was 
imong the group 


innocent 


took exception to this and argued 
; in fact guilty 


rty died in Enniscorthy ix months later, early in 
ber t to hospital for a routine examination he reacted either t 


medication or to the anesthetic, and died 


1 
і 


lished a sympathetic note in the 


| 
уеце‹ 


suddenly. A friend, signing himself 


sunday Independent of December 7, mak 
| 


reference to his Republic 


AUGUST 14, 1969 

On that evening a loyalist mob, assisted by B. Specials and R.U.C and encour 
od by drink looted from the Arkle Ba burned homes in Dover Street, 
and Beverly Street, were o1 if breaking on to Divis Street, 


б seven Forties men who had entered St. Comgall's school, a broad 
le building commanding a wide view the area. The І.К.А, denuded of 


weapor 


eadership of that time, ha 


id between them one Thompson, one Lee 


field and four postols. With those however they forced the tanked-up mob to 


One of that seven was thirt 
Liam de Burca 


s/forties man, turned accountant and father of 


requirement tha 
an 


ent only 


December 25th 


Derry Prison 


[o The Minister of Home Affairs 


Northern Ireland 


the Republican internees, desire to inform you of our deep resentment 
tained in prison, most of us for the past twelve months, without charge or 

we hereby demand that you take steps to bring about our immediate 
ional releas« 


iction today that part of the prison in which we are 


reinfor ie foregoing protest and de mand, and to draw 


re 
yn to the injustice of our imprisonment 


responsibility for this action being taken, and for any regrettable conse 
which may ensue from it, rests not with us but with you, the Six County 


hich you are a member the British Government,which in declaring its 


igainst Germany, h it is being raged on behalf of 


ght of national sel termination and the freedom of ' individ 


the sweeping away of concentration camp. ine x ounty 


iffirmed its unity and solidarity м 
to deny the rig { Irish Nation to 


1 the British Government in the pur 


ums, but while both continue 


and Independence, and while the injustice of our internment continues, so 
professions stink in the nostrils of all lovers of Truth and Justice 


| 
world, as hypocrisy the.most disgusting kind 


Liam Burke 


(5) For those not conversant with Belfast; going N. W up Crumlin Road, one 


passes at once 
т Hospital complex, to be immediately followed by 


the heavily fortified 
›гївоп. A. Wing, parallel to the road, is on the right, В and ¢ 


are out of sight behind, while D 
further along the road frontage. The Courthouse is directly across the road on the left; court 
and prison being connected under the road by a tunnel 


6) John Gerard O'Doherty was born in 1911 in Eglington, five miles east of Derry city. He 


Arrested in 1936, he was again inside in 1939, 
being interned in March 1941. Escaping on June 6 , he was arrested by Free State police 
near Buncrana, the following March, escaping again but held : 


urragh 


d the LR.A in 1928; his craft was tailoring 


weeks later and brought to 


In June 1943 with Sean McCool of Stranolar, Terry McLaughlin and John Joe Maxwell of 


is on hunger strike for 48 days until persuaded off by Con Lehane and Sean 


remained an activist in Derry city until his death in May 1993 


for more on Co. Cork man John Harrington 
\ previous escape to this one was in May 1927, when four | 


ong sentenced Republicans got 
from Crumlin Road. See 


] report of June 7, 1941 
rtmartial is accurately described in I 


» Griffith, sheltered a Paddy D'Arcy, Ardristan, 
Séamus О Mongáin. Paddy » O'Neill, had their home 


rgt.-Major Mick Fahey confirmed t it that was the practice but he ‹ 


vould not be armed; they would 
These episodes are related in detail in Harr 


(1 [he previous yea April and Ma ity tained three horrific raids, mainly 
ncentrated around the docks : untouched. That of 
ulted in dozens of casualties 1 and 2000 injured 
May resulted in widespread fir d hundreds of « 


іагу raid of 5/6 isualtic 
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not in the direct ling 
inor Wickhan 


| was about 


t was then that I developed 


av I hada cepted the 


reland, whether 


Bob Clements 


in culture, nationalism or outlook. But another patient there, a Mr. Wolfe, taught me 
otherwise. He was from Со. Kildare, in Ireland, and was probably from the same 
family from whom Wolfe Tone derived his name 
Гопе'ѕ mother, Margaret, who came from Drogheda, spent years before marry 

ing Peter, in the Wolfe mansion in Blackhall, near Clane, not far from where we are 
now; the mansion is still extant. The Wolfe family, although part of the Dublin Castle 

stablishment, maintained a discreet support for Tone. Arthur Wolfe helped to save 
him in 1794, and in November, 1798, as Chief Justice, sought to remove him from 
military custody in Arbour Hill, A study of those tense days therefore would tear a 
hole in the suicide theory. A son of Theobald Wolfe who wrote The Burial of Sir John 


Moore, was killed in the Peninsular War in Spain later. Sir John himself was credited 


as England's only humane commander in the 1798 rebellion,(2) while Tone as can be 
een, inherited his middle name from the family 

In a hazy way I can recall Mr. Wolfe now as a fairly tall, distinguished looking 

an; and, of course, he had a lot to answer for because it was he who first devel 
oped my interest in nationalism. He told me that there was a difference, not a reli 
gious difference, but a racial difference, between the Saxon and the Celtic people; 
that we had a different language, and he even taught me a few words of that! My 
imagination soared as he went on upon the chequered history of our past, of early 
Christianity and of our culture, and of how, after the 17th. century, much of it was broken. 
Despite the fact that my upbringing continued to be English; that I was sent to 
ublic schools, to Sherbourne School, my interest in Irishness developed and grew 
I was like the young Hugh O'Neill, a page boy in the court of Elizabeth, seemingly 
completely anglicised but, deep down, an Irish kerne. 

With the onset of the Tan war in Ireland in 1920, I had to take sides. My com- 
panions saw the Breens and the Barrys as killers, shooting policemen and English 
soldiers from behind hedges. What was it all for? The map of the world was 
coloured red, why are we not content to be part of it? I hated being in school any- 


way, so I had no qualms in taking the Irish side. As a result we had many discus- 


sions and even some hot arguments 

When I think of it now it seems funny; one little Irish boy with his upper clas: 
accent pitched against the rest. There was no ill-feeling; | suppose they thought 1 
was just silly. I was still in Sherbourne; but, as my parents thought I had a bent 
towards mechanical engineering, at a fairly young age I was sent to Loughborough 
Technical College; then, and still, renowned as a centre of instruction in general engineering 

^s a result of that course I was transferred to Doncaster, then a very important 
centre of British rail engineering. Altogether I spent three years there as an appren 
tice engineer, and from that derives my interest in railways. I know that many peo- 
ple recall me from the Curragh as a train buff; as a person who could tell the depar 
ture time of a train from Claremorris to Ballina, but, in fact, I have always seen trains 
is the most ecological way of conveying people and merchandise, and it is a great 
pity that we are so short sighted in Ireland in failing to develop them more than we 
have done.(3) 

While I was at work in Doncaster, and with my parents living in London, as I 
had cheap travel, I could come up every weekend. I discovered and joined the 
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> said, but less « 
{іріп he keeps pei 
pril, 1935, that I first met Máirtíi adhair as bound 
of others, on bicycles, for Galway city, were we boarded a bus booked for 


41 


veiling of the Liam Lynch memorial al Goatenbridge, Newcastle, on the 
's of the Knockmealdowns. I was seated with Mairtin, so that, on the long jour 
ind back to Galway, we learned a lot about each other 
Seamus О Mongain has told you, I was becoming engrossed in all things 
He said there that I had learned Irish so well that I was as good as a native 
ker, well, I do not know about that, but it is true that I immersed myself in 
ilture, eventually becoming a room mate of Máirtín, the greatest authority 
e language over the past century. 
in impressive gathering there that day on the mountainside, a tall, newly 
ted tower with two wolfhounds at the base, by Albert Power 
unveiled the plaque, followed by a speech from Brian O'Higgins. What 
trongest in my mind about that Sunday, however, was that the weat 
foul, developing into an unremitting downpour. In the circumstances 
endous tribute to Twomey and to Liam Lynch that such a throng of people 
'd the long, rough mountainside to the memorial - there was no road to it - and 
t they remained there throughout 
[ had been staying about three miles from where Máirtín resided so, from here 
n our acquaintanceship developed, especially after he retired to Dublin and I also 
ne to reside there, In this intervening period, following, if you like, the high point 
ind 1935, we must have been ауа ve should have been aware, that th« 


il tide was turning. Fianna Fail dispensed power and favours, and it was con 


olidating itself at the expense of its original grass roots. It is naive not to expect that 


' happen; it is cynical to welcome it when it does happen 
Mairtin lost his position in Cearn Mór because of his LR.A connection which 


onflicted with the strong law-and-order outlook of its reverend managers, Canon 


Bob Clements 


Moran and Bishop Doherty (4) Knowing how outspoken Mairtin could be, that was 
bound to happen; yet it was one more straw in the wind. I was still in Galway at that 
time but I did not figure in the case at all. I was leaping mad when he was dismissed 
but there was nothing I could do. I was unable to assist in any way. For a while he 
a timire for Connradh na Gaeilge and then he obtained a part-time post with 
1 Fainne as Ard Кїтїї and teacher in the Ard Craobh at 14 Parnell Square. Later, his 
brother, Seosamh, filled that post. But Máirtín to subsist had to sell Eire trading 
stamps and things like that 
I had barely begun to practise as a barrister when, early in 1937, I was hauled 
before the Military Tribunal for making an allegedly seditious speech, at a meeting 
in Drogheda. I cannot recall now what the text of it was, probably I invited them to 
join Oglaigh na hEireann and, if so, Drogheda was the right town in which to make 
it. I did not recognise the court and I got six months in Arbour Hill, where, at that 
time, there were around 30 other Republican prisoners. Lennon was governor ther 


a left-over from an earlier period, no one had a good 


ie to live then at 4 Victoria Street, in the ground floor front room, off 

the South Circular Road, close to Synge Street. 1 'ccupied a room where Peada: 

O'Flaherty had stayed; indeed, they mav hav verlapped. Our landlady was a Miss 

O'Brien, formerly of the Featherstone- Haugh family. She pre pared and served us 
ils | joined him becau e, although now а і V T V1S to practise 
urister. Instead I spent much of my time in the National Library researching 1 


onary ory. | must have writter ams on that 


Neither of us had г resources, so conditions were | 

neans of illumination; it being then in common usage in Dublin, and our con 
t was certainly not an overstocked 
ay have commenced sketching Idi 

О Mongáin from D 1uama being one. The plan 
Sean Russell as Chief of Staff in 1938 was certainly under discussion 
Mairtin had reservations about his captaincy t Seán O Broin, Eo 
ind Jack McNeela, with others, played a his; and from Tim Pat 
(5) I learned that 4 Victoria St: vas the ve » for the caucus meet 


'd man afterwards! 


ign, as then planned, as premature 

At all events he voted December 4, 1938, to postpone 

pon being ruled out of order, he resigned from the Council (6) 
irguments in Victoria S must have been hot and heavy upon 
while many of his visitors must have been colourful and diverse; I kept 
unsel. Swinging more and m gainst the Russell policy as it evolved 
pening weeks of 1939 onwards, and replaced after June 1939 as O.C. Dublin 


Máirtín, nonetheless, remained a loyal member of the Army, and that is adequately 


estified by the prolonged period of internment v hich he underwent afterward 


Bob Clements 


Máirtín discussed some of the forthcoming events with me, but 1 considered 
mvself out of things, on the reserve. I had no tact al expertise nor did I move 
wound, what you call headquarters's houses. І was really and truly out of things, 1 
do not mean that I had ceased to be Republican. They interned me among 70 others, 
in September 1939, but there is nothing strange about that, as frequently they do not 
know what they are doing 

Following the Burke habeus corpus action I was released on Dec ember 2, 1939. Of 
the personalities interned then with me, I knew best the Dublin and Galway men 
Ihe Magazine Fort raid occurred three weeks after my release. I was in no way 
involved but I considered it a great coup. Of the persons arrested at the wireless in 
Ashgrove House, I had known О Mongáin slightly, as well as Jack Mc Neela and 
Paddv - the latter not arrested then - from Ballycroy, tough but very attractive men 
Г had no part in the actions that followed in the early months of 1940 beyond a feel- 
ing of regret that they were not more successful. Of Peadar O'Flaherty, I can say only 
that I knew him very well. In my opinion he was a good man although, possibly a 
bit over enthusiastic. I may have met Stephen Hayes but, if so, he failed to make any 
impression upon me 

NOT ON THE RUN: 

Prior to the mass internments of June, 1940, I continued to live in Victoria Street, 
and although Máirtín had been interned since April. I was not on the run. | had no 
reason to be unless one suspects 'guilt by association 

[ was reminded of this on that day in mid- April, in Headford, when we buried 
fony D'Arcy. The whole place was surrounded by an army with rifles, Bren guns 
ind all. Ї saw one soldier there whom I knew very well; a Connemara lad. He got 
out of the army later, going, unfortunately, to Ei and, and disappearing. We were 
alking together a couple of months later, and he said he had seen me there; I knew 
hat because he had waved. ‘If I had been ordered to fire’, he said, 1 would have, 
because there were plenty of bloody guards to aim at Máirtín gave the oration that 
day; it was the last time he spoke in public for five years because he was seized on 
the spot and interned 

І continued living in Victoria Street until a few days before Christmas, 1940, 
when I too, was seized and interned. God only knows why because, as [ have said, 
thev had no reason. On arrival at the Curragh and seeing then, after the Fire, the 
exposure of the maze of tunnels, I thought, what madness, to burn down seven huts 
and expose them Nearly everyone els¢ thought it mad also, including some who 
had helped to burn them! 

I was put on the Camp Council as soon as I landed inside the gate. There was a 
meeting, then and a certain amount of discussion upon, [ suppose, the situation in 
Hut C 1; the Tadhg Lynch hut, where turf had been drawn contrary to orders. I was 


not entirely happy with w hatever programme was propt »sed to deal with this. I pro 


posed that they consult the hut O.C's and report back on what view prevailed 


What I meant was that they should consult each hut O.C and no more 
Unfortunately, and I do not know how this h ippened, there was an election in each 
hut. That was not what I had intended. That confirme d the position and standpoint 


of Tadhg Lynch so far as his hut was concerned and led directly to the split 
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I still consider it was foolish to take action without discovering what the feeling 
was in the Camp as a whole. At that time the Tadhg Lynch group might not have 
done anything but, as a result of the hut « here was a form of rebellion, and 
they declared their independence. The Council then decided that those in Hut C 1, 
be ostracised, and I can tell you the decision was fairly well unanimous. Some tims 
around December, 1941, a document was circulated (7) from Pearse Kelly, Tom 


Cullimore and others, seeking to have a new Council elected that would, in that 


way, terminate the split 


Some months earlier they had published the entire content of the Hayes confes 


sion. The accuracy of this confession, now known to have been grossly exa 

by Hayes himself, proved a serious bone of controversy within the Camp 
result, the Liam Leddy council ostracised the Kelly group, but they were immedi- 
ely joined by about half the prisoners, most of whom were less conc rned about 
confession (as many of them could see holes in it also), but concerned rather to 
gly practice of ostracism ended. In time, the Реагѕ‹ Kelly group grew to 
larger segment. Bob could not recall those circumstances, though he could 
ing had many conversations with Neil Goold, on social and philosophical 


prior to the split 
on the \ amp Council at that time, but I cannot rec il those events. I don t 


ber the exact details of it now; indeed, I cannot remember what the big split 


15 about at all. I do recollect that efforts were made by John Joe Sheehy, who had 
come in late, to heal the split 


But I cannot recall now why such a respected personage as Sheehy failed 


' 


About the arrest of Stephen Hayes, I did not know what to think and I still do 
not. That is one of the things I have wondered about ever since. I had known Maire 


Comerford (8) as a journalist with the Irish Pri ind I considered her very good and 
level headed. I did not remain on the Council. There may have been an election sul 


sequently; I cannot remember whether I resigned or got thrown off. Of the 1943 tun 


nel effort described by Раску Joe Dolan and John L. McCormack, I was never in it. 1 
о lanky and conspicuous in other ways. I would have been missed. I was list 
one of the people to escap« bv it ilthough I was told about it onlv at the last 

minute; and I cannot tell you therefore, what the transport arrangements might have 

been. John L. Mc Cormack conjectures that the heavy run for chocolate and the like 


shop in the days precedi might have given the game away; and, indeed 


When Mairtin, late i 44, circulated what was deemed to be a political docu 
nt (9) on the Leddy side of the Camp, he got into hot water the document was 
'd and has never ippeared since. As far as [ rec ill, 1 was re leased mn September 
I would not therefore have known anything of that document 


offered three month's parole, or any parole; and in the four years that 
morning, I was told to pack 


I took only one visit. Then s y, one 


nd I packed up bloody quick. 1 ail voucher for Dublin, although I may 


‚опе to Dublin. I may have come here to Celbridge, as my mother was liv- 


time. Yes, probably I did com« here 


Bob Clements 


REFERENCES 


Remarkably, Cardinal, Michael Logue, born in Carrigart, north Donegal, October 1 
has here a connection. His father, Michael, an innkeeper; his mother, Catherine Durnan 


resided in the area. The future Cardinal attended the national school and a private school 


before entering Maynooth in 1857.In 1887 he was appointed co-adjutor Archbishop of Armagh; 
in 1893, appointed Cardinal in Rome, along with the renowned Cardinal Vaughan, friend of 
King Edward V11, who was said to have administered the last rites to the King. Cardinal 
Logue was a stern upholder of Catholicism; bitterly opposed to C.S Parnell following the 
divorce, and was known to the saintly priest o sh as 'Humpy Mick’, and is recalled in 


ortrait of the Artist, during the Christmas dinner argument by the jibe, ‘is it for Billy 


Joyce's Portrait of the 


with the lip or for the tub of guts up in Arn 


by Frank Mac Dermot 


3. Robert Clements over the years has contributed technical notes on steam traction to a 


umber of journals notably that of the Irish Railway Record Society 


1. Máirtín with others (see Pierce Fennell) was arrested and held briefly in Galway when 


they attempted to attend the banned Bodenstown commemoration of June, 1936 


The LR 


by Sean Cronin. Leeion of the Rearguard, by Conor Foley. When first 


mooted (Maurice Twomey to this writer) O Cadhain, Grogan and G. Plunkett were ‘wildly in 


favour 


See Appendix for this document 


8. Maire Comerford appeared to consider Hayes's guilt as not proven (in Scots parlance); 


the implausibility of the story that 


Maurice Twomey, likewise. He was especially turr 
Russell had been executed in Gibraltar. Within two y« however, Twomey had become total 


iain, early in 1941, he had advised a 


n 


y disenchanted with Hayes. Speaking to Séamus 


over by a younger group. This occurred in a discussion on 'doubtful allegiance' when the 


two were meeting daily 


9. See Christy Quearney's account 
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CURRAGH 
TESTIMONY: 


TOMO COSTELLOE OI 
TRALEE: 


My father was also Tom Costelloe and my mother was Ellen O'Gorman. She 
came from Clohane, Ballyard, a few miles outside Tralee, but she was reared in the 
town as her father held the post of caretaker of the sports field, since know as the 
Austin Stack Park. Two of my mother’s brothers, Thady and James, played with the 
Kerry team that brought the first All Ireland - the first of many - to the County in 


1903 


Ihady was captain of that team, while Austin Stack, afterwards so distinguished 


in Republican history, was a member of it. In the politics of that time grand dad 


O'Gorman was a member of the Liberal Party, while Uncle Patsy was a Parnellite; as 
such, he came to be arrested a couple of times in the nineties 

My father, Tom, was born in this town; a brother - my uncle - emigrated to 
England, where he became head stableman for Stanley Wooten of Epsom; his son, 
another Tom, used come to Ireland, being at that time an apprentice jockey, In the 
1914-1918 war he joined the army, being sent, fortunately I suppose, to India, but 
when the war ended he came home to Tralee He was a close friend ol Mattie 
Moroney later sentenced to death under the Tans, but escaping that penalty by the 
idvent of the Truce in July 1921. It was the same Mattie who persuaded Tom to join 
the LR.A in the Tan period when he was automatically promoted Training Officer 
His photograph can be seen in Eamonn O'Doherty's book of some years back, The 
[.R.A At War, when they were taking over the staff barracks at Boherbue after the 
Ireaty. Tom is to one side on the left, with Tommy Barrett in front. Tom is holding 
one of the new Thompsons, and there is a line of volunteers from Dingle and 


Castlegregory direction to the right 
FATHER ARRESTED: 
her Tom was arrested on suspicion by the new Free State in the Civil War 


ind held in Ballymullen barracks, where a Capt. Danaher was in charge. Around 


September 1922 when the first batch of prisoners were to be transferred to the big 
camps of Kildare, which - because of broken rail routes could only be done by sea 


from Fenit - upon his name being called, cousin Tom briskly stepped out. That was a 


ute move, Capt. Danaher said, friendly like, to my father when the party bound for 


Kildare had departed I can see you preferred to remain here. So 1 Jad remained here in 
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Ballymullen; never going to the Curragh or Newbridge. He was held until the Civil 
War was well over; being released early in 1924 

Meanwhile I had started school in the Presentation Convent, moving on to the 
Christian Brothers. Being native of Tralee, with all its republican associations, it was 
natural that I should join Fianna; the boy scouts, which I did in 1928. The Cosgrave 
government of Cumann na n Gael was very ипр‹ ypular here at that time, and indeed 
was on its last legs in the country. It was a question of time only until the republican 


De Valera would come to power. Right enough he played a new tune that appealed 


to us, and their torchlight processions, banners and mar hes could not be matched 
Us lads, in the Boherbue sluagh, were active and into everything. When William 
Cosg ' came to the town in January 1933 he got a hot reception; that was perfect 
ly natural; he was coming to a county that had suffered more in the Civil War than 
any other; he and his government were blamed for that, and the embers only need 

iff to come alight again. The streets here were being concreted at the time; 


there were plenty of missiles about, and we used them in an unholy riot that pro 


duced a number of baton charges, with, finally, to quell the situation, military being 


brought in from Limerick 
ACTIVE SERVICE UNIT: 
My brother Jimmy, who had been a messenger boy in Hilliard's drapery shop, 
set out for America in 1929; his job, at nine shillings a week, fell to me although I had 
only left school. Denis Cotter, much older than I, and a Republican, was also 
employed; and it was from him, that I got, what I will call, my first baptism of fire, 
when he commenced giving me lessons in the Thompson machine gun, during slack 
periods, at the back of the shop. Denis was very dedicated, and it was through him 
rst coaching in the traditions of republicanism. Fianna, meanwhile, 
is under the guardianship of Michael O'Leary, an LR.A man who had been 
wounded in the Tan War; he had a great way with us; in giving us a sense of duty 
and leadership 
On the political front, after the Cosgrave riot, the next major excitement that 1 

1 


еса] was a ceremonial visit on October 6, 1933 by General Eoin O'Duffy and his 


Blueshirts to the town. There were numbers of Blueshirts active in the county so he 


expected to hold an impressive rally. But that is not how it worked out. I had been 
nt out of the shop on the afternoon upon a message, but, in reality, it was just to 
see what was going on. I remember I was standing at the corner of the Shamrock 


Mills as he arrived marching down the street. It was at that very moment that he 


received a blow from a hammer; I do not know | hard or how damaging it may 
have been but it caused consternation then, and instantly the whole street was 
involved in a 

І hurried back to put up the gates on the shop, but the next morning when Denis 
walked in, I noticed that he had neither an eyebrow or an eyelash. I realised then 


› must have been among the group who had burned Eoin O'Duffy's car the 


' Service Unit was formed in Tralee, following a directive from 
[om Barry. The unit was to train in the и f all kinc { s. Early іп 1938 Garrett 


Cotter and I were sent into County Waterford for a week's training, being met by a 
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local man called Ryan and Paddy Fleming of Killarney.(2) We were conveyed then 
by another man to a large estate surrounded by trees somewhere in the neighbour- 
hood of Passage East. For a week we were in training in the stables, learning how to 
make mines and time bombs. I met there Paddy McGrath and Pearse McLaughlin, 
the acknowledged experts; with Mick Walsh of Kilmacow and Paddy O'Connell. I 
think, but am not sure, that Seamus O'Donovan looked in upon us as well. Coming 
to the end of the week we were told to get on the move, that we had been spotted; 
so we departed in twos. On the road we were picked up by another man who took 
us in charge, and we ended up in Ted Moore's of Mooncoin; going to Mass on that 
Sunday morning. After Mass we made off the few miles to Waterford city; Paddy 
Fleming knew there was a train from Killarney to Waterford that morning with a 
Third Order pilgrimage, and we could join it for the return journey. That we did, 
arriving safely in Tralee that night. We knew that over the next few weeks we would 
be training the local units on what we had learned on the big estate in County 
Waterford 

Iadhgeen Drummond was in charge of the local unit; Tadhgeen's two brothers 
were later interned in the Curragh. Paddy was a teacher, living in Tralee, while Ned 
was a grevhound trainer in Co. Wexford; he was never seen without riding breech- 
es and a string of hounds on the leash 

A TRIP TO LONDON: 
he Campaign started in England in January 1939, and although many of us in 
Iralee did not agree with it, yet, we thought we should do something to scare the 
wits out of the authorities. We decided to join a late February rugby excursion trip 
on the St. David from Rosslare, during which we would plant some small incendi- 
ary devices on the boat. We would be well on our way trom Fishguard to London 
by the time they went off 
hree of us left Tralee; Garrett Cotter, Tadhgeen Drummond and myself. We had 


some girls from the town as cover, and Garrett carried a radio - which at the time 
was as large as a small suitcase - belonging to one of the girls. All went well anyway; 
we cleared Fishguard and arrived by train to Paddington a few hours late. The rea- 
son for the delay was soon obvious; a screen of police forming a vee shape corridor, 
closed off the platform. But we were still accompanied by the rugby crowd and ordi- 
nary passengers, and some of those were filtering past on the outside flanks. Those 
going into the vee had to pass lines of policemen and emerge through a narrow 
neck. Talking to the sister of one of our girls, who was already in a London flat, the 
policeman stationed there stepped back and we found ourselves - all except 
[adhgeen - outside the vee. We hastened up the steps, separating ourselves then 
from the girls, as I had a married cousin in Shepherds Bush; Garrett and myself 


skipped into a tube and made for there 
[hat night we left again from Paddington; mission accomplished, for Fishguard 


On reaching the pier we found a group of rugby supporters whom we joined. The 
plain clothes police however were thick on the ground, and one of them placed a 


hand on Garrett's shoulder: can I have a word with you? 1 continued on board unno- 


ticed where I ran into Tom Ferris from this county. Just before the gangway was ele 
vated I was relieved to see Garrett come on board, although accompanied by two 
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Tom and I moved into t 
ilthough seated on each sic 
eland, but I suppose it na пеат 


IN CONNAUGHT AS AN ORG ANISER: 


appointed then to travel ugh north y panied by Jacob 


ranisational work b's ancestors, having ‹ ne like that, must 
18th. century 
x miles north of 
rnec 

charge of I khouse the 1 I ing that Barney ( 
iround December 1939, Purty iders, long re wned on the Kerry team, wa 
Killarney neighbourhood also on organisatio work. Sometime in Februarv 
a small hotel in Parnell 


i small time manufac 


june 1‹ Wa і ре 1 of hig olice tivity; of wak hing 


А men could | ос; і on iternment mmenced. I thought after 


continued to llingar by tra We s | there that Saturday 


on Sunday morning and, straightaway, catching a bus for 


entering the city, Denis whispered t off; the long dist 


caught a local bus that brought us near O'Connell Bridge, ni 


rest the Mullingar bus | gg through. Moving along Pearst 


Lansdowne Park, our former billet. Mixie Conwav and Tonv 


shortly after our arrival; it was mv first tim« meeting H.Q per 


ilso, I met Tom | trom Lurgan, who had been on the 


gn, and Mick Conroy. From now on, a ganisers, much of our trav 


bicycle;(4) accor y we were funded and told visit Capel Street 
a second nd bike. It was war tit 1ow and nearly everyone 


cept police of se; thev still had ca Accompanied to Capel 
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Street by Tom Harte, he observed in Tara Street a car he took to be police, so he made 
oft 

We continued however and bought two sturdy roadsters; the trouble now we 
thought might be getting the tyres and spares. The bikes were well fitted, but with 
wartime tyres had become scarce. 

Early next morning, with a few pounds each for expenses, and the address of our 
contact, we set off for Sligo where the man we were to meet was Mick Silke, gener- 
al man at the Ursuline convent. Mick was approaching fifty; a gentle well spoken 
creature with a scholarly appearance. He had his own house in the grounds so we 
stayed there. Charlie Dolan, one of the pivots of the Movement, called upon us and 
directed us the next day to Ballina. From there we travelled to Swinford, finally fin 
ishing up in Castlebar where we lodged with Andy Redmond. After some days 
there we went on into Leitrim, meeting Terry McLaughlin; he, later in the summer 
of 1943, did a 49 day hunger strike in the Curragh, seeking release. 

We travelled then, it being fine spring weather, and sure we were young and fit, 
to Roscommon; then back west into Westport and up to Newport. These were all 
good republican areas, We were told then to report into Galway city, and to there we 
went; installing ourselves at Walsh's, the Old Malt House. Of course Billy and 
Fursey were as well known as a pair of begging asses, but what did we care at this 
stage, with the warm welcome we got 

It was now mid-April; five men were on hunger strike in Dublin. After 52 days 
Голу D'Arcy died and three days later, Jack McNeela after 55 days followed him on 
April 19.(5) The car was rolled out, and we were driven, not very far, to the first 
crowded funeral at Headfort; and then a few days after, to west Mayo, to Ballycroy 
These, for me, were two very sad occasions; two very sad spectacles 

RUN UP TO MY INTERNMENT: 

Back that night in Walsh's, Denis and I discussed matters among ourselves. We 
did not like the general complexion of things or the aimless way they were pro- 
ceeding. Country wide travel is alright but we were supposed to be organising. He 
advised me to return home to Tralee as he would be going to Dublin. I hesitated 


about that; I did not want to return in a condition of mystery. You have got to give me 


hi 


1 reason ПЫ 


1 
I should go home. There is an informer at the head of affairs, he said, and I am 


afraid it is Stephen Hayes. I was taken aback by this. You must never repeat this, he told 


me, or my life would not be worth living. I had to give him my word on something 


that I could scarcely believe 
I have known Hayes since 1936, Denis then told me; when he was going forward 
in August in a Dáil election under Cumann Poblachta na h-Eireann. Denis was 
directed into Wexford to work for him at that time. Hayes had a clerical job with the 
County Council, and was a popular figure in the G.A.A, but he cut a poor specimen 
as a candidate, and, besides, Fianna Fail was going to sweep the board anyway. | wa 
Denis said, with Paddy Drummond and other Republicans, assisting Hayes. I did not 
him then and I don't trust him now 
I got nothing tangible from Denis as to why he distrusted the Acting- Chief of 
Staff; nor did I whisper-a word of this to anyone, but what he confided to me was 


told a full fifteen months before Stephen was arrested in Coolock by Sean 
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McCaughey and the Belfast boys. And I would say the only reason they were still 
ree to arrest him then was because they had remained out of his reach. 

Denis then instructed me to cycle on to Limerick city, to the Imperial Hotel; to 
inquire for Mrs. Saltier, and if there was no message for him there, I was to cycle on 
о Tralee. On arriving home I heard to my dismay that the house had been raided. 1 
realised then that they were that close upon my heels that I was a wanted man. A 
friend of mine in Aiken’s Volunteers (and therefore impeccable as far as police raid 


ng was concerned), said I could stay in his house. His mother had died a short time 


сү 


»efore; there was now no one but his sister Sheila, who departed each morning to 
work at eight o'clock. I was offered his mother's room, and I remained there until 1 
was arrested five weeks later 

Denis, who had by this time returned to Tralee, was himself pulled in. They 
sprang upon him as he was walking in broad daylight with his girl friend, May, at 
the back of the wood. A squad car drew up along side of them and three men leaped 
ut; he just managed to say to her that she should get word to me. May knew mv 
girl friend - whom I was years later to marry - but, rather than proceed directly to 
her, she called instead upon Mrs. Fitzgibbon. So the dire tidings were relayed to me; 
Denis was gone and I might soon follow him 

I nipped out of my home; hopped over the back wall and was soon ensconced in 
the safe house. But this was a game that could not last forever. When the big round 
up of June 2, came, I knew of it some hours before. I was uneasy however as, should 
I be found where I was hiding, would my friend and his sister be in some trouble? I 
could not risk that, so I moved out and concealed myself from where I could observe 
what was going on. Towards evening the coast, seemingly clear, | slipped into my 
own home for a bite to eat. That was my undoing, for minutes after there was a 
squad car at the front and rere. I barely got finished before I was lifted; first to the 


la barracks; then to the military; and from there to Killarney, picking up more 


gar« 
prisoners there. We were then conveyed by armed soldiers with gun carriers 
between each lorry, to Cork Jail 
CLINK: 

remained in Cork Jail, around 170 of us, until early August. While we wer 
there, as is related elsewhere, the Cork unit tried to tunnel in to release some pris 
oners and John Joe Kavanagh (5) was shot dead, and Roger Ryan badly wounded 
Later on Roger was a close friend of mine in the Curragh. I found the jail life drea 
ry, although for most of the others, apart from the annoyance of being confined, they 


seemed to go along with it. One of the men there whom I got to know really well 


was Pierce Fennell; a great man for the crack, as they say nowadays. Then, one 


n 


morning at 5 a m we were told we would be moving. Pack your belongings and get 


going. We were five hours on the road for Kildare; a long, unusual and heavily 
LA 


guarded convoy. I was handcuffed to Terry soon discovered a trick for 


hrown out of our lorry, and, Ї was 
told, from most of the other lorries also. Pierce Fennell in his lorry was waving half 
a bed sheet with a hammer and sickle painted upon it. Eugene Powell, from Tralee 
was on our vehicle; he tried to ‹ iway on arrival, but he did escape afterwards 


from the Curragh base hospital 
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[he Camp was a big change from the jail; around 30 men to a hut and a space to 
play football; in one game there I had my nose broken. I used to run too, and Tony 
McInerney was one of the very few men who could outstrip me. We found it a new 
world altogether; I was in Hut C .12 after arriving, with a mix of Limerick and Kerry 
men. I was one of the few people there who managed to hold on to a watch. I had 
carried it concealed under my belt from € ork. 

Entering the Curragh we were searched, but I managed to slip the watch to Terry 
Myles as he came away after being searched. Things were going well until 
November when the three H.Q men, as they were called, arrived from Arbour Hill, 
and took over from Billy Mulligan and his Camp Council. Almost simultaneously 
the standard of the food deteriorated; the Friday fish being stale and inedible. The 


Du 


tter ration fell to a quarter ounce. The decision was taken then to burn a selected 
number of huts, including C.12, where I resided. I cannot say if the wind caused 
more to burn or if seven was the magical number anyway. There were outbursts of 


ill over the place, and we found ourselves herded in the gloom of a 


shooting 
December evening, on to the football field. Meanw hile any property the P.A's found 
lying about they threw into the flames 

Hours later we were herded, amid threats and curses, into five of the huts, where 
we were packed like sardines. All but one - the Ice Box had timber floors, but no 
bedding. There we remained for 48 hours, until the Monday, when I, John Callaghan 
ind George Duffy, were released at 6 a m for cookhouse duty. We were escorted to 
C.Line cookhouse under armed escort by Corporal O'Connor. We found however 
that there were no rations there. Thinking a mistake had been made, I told John to 
follow the Corporal and inform him. At the door however an armed P.A told him in 
no uncertain manner to remain where he was. An escort would have to be found to 
bring him to D. Line cookhouse where the rations had been delivered 

Captain McNamara came in an hour later; what are you waiting for, he shouted? 
Forget about an escort, get out that bloody door and collect from D. Line. Breakfast 
was not ready until close on 10 a m, and it was then only, that the hut doors, in thes: 
tense circumstances, would be opened. Normally the men fell into two lines and 
marched to the cookhouse under their officers, and that was the practice being fol 
lowed on this occasion. But that was not what came to pass. A line of armed P.A's 
under a captain stretched across the gate beyond the cookhouses. They opened fire 
as soon as our lads lined up 

Purty Landers, was in charge of the first hut inside the gate, and when he heard 
a call outside to present arms, he shouted to his crew to lie down flat. The result was 


that the first and second huts escaped injury but the third hut bore the brunt of the 


volley 
Just prior to that I had sent John Callaghan and George Duffy to collect the coal 
ration for our range. The coal lay outside one gate while being still inside the outer 
gate. Just as they approached the coal shots rang out, and a sergeant emerged swing- 
ing a Thompson. Overhead a soldier in the box, finger on the trigger, covered us, 
while we below carried only an empty basin between us. To the sergeant, he shout- 


ed: I have those two men covered, as indeed he had. I prayed that he was not too ner- 


vous 
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From the window of the dining hut we peered out towards the drive between ( 
and D Line from where we had heard the shots. We heard shouts of. get back there 
and then Billy Mulligan appeared. Tha the occasion when he shouted to C apt. 
McMahon; there is a | і 


r. With the still smoking guns he was taking a grave risk in so exposing himself, but 


he turned on his heel and strode towards a hut directly parallel with our dining hut 
It served as a camp hospital. From there, he emerged, carrying a stretcher, accom- 
panied by Billy and Jimmy Doherty. Barney Casey was laid on that; some more were 
wounded, but Barney was brought to the base hospital where, within hours, he 


died 


The three of us in the Cookhouse were supposed to appear at the inquest but it 
was, in effect, suppressed, although Mac Bride did get in the query that caused 
uproar, why was Barney Casey shot in the back? (7) We learned later that an order had 
been given to McNamara the evening before, that our practice of parading in for- 
mation to the cookhouses must cease. We were not however informed of it 

Subsequently the regime in the Camp was rough indeed. On St. Stephen's night 
52, of what the Staters deemed were 'ring leaders' were pounded with batons up the 
hill to the Glasshouse, and afterwards tried. I myself was released on October 20, 
1943, 40 months after my arrest in Tralee. In that period I neither received a visit nor 


did I obtain parole, although my father had applied for it 
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EFERENCES: 
1. The meeting was completely wrecked and O'Duffy received a nasty wound when struck 
Later, over a hundred Fine Gael delegates were 


with a hammer on the way to the meeting j 
besieged in the hall by a stone throwing crowd outside. The 200 police present were unable to 
deal with the crowd, and it was not until soldiers, attired in battle kit, arrived from Cork after 
nine o'clock, that peace was restored. A Mills bomb was thrown through the skylight over th« 
stage, but it did not explode as it was caught in the wire netting. O'Duffy's car was burned by 


the crowd and he and Commdt. Cronin had to be escorted to the county border by a large 


police escort. The following day an unexploded bomb was found at the rere of the hall 
Maurice Manning; The Blueshirts 
[he official report states that when General O'Duffy and < ommdt. Cronin- both wearing 

blue shirts- attended a U.LP convention in Tralee, there were wild scenes, and military with 
fixed bayonets had to be called out to reinforce the cordons of gardaí protecting the convention 
hall. Tear gas bombs were used to disperse the demonstrators. Се пега! O'Duffy was assaulted 
and cut on the head, and his car was burned on the public street; C опита. Cronin was injured 

nd many of the delegates were badly manhandled. The hall was in a state of siege for about 
seven hours, At 11 p m volleys of shots from rifles and revolvers were fired at the garda bar- 
racks, and at 1.30 a m a second attack was made with a machine gun and rifles 


). See Appendix for a note on the three brothers Fleming 


3. See Christy Quearney’s account 
1. See Bob Bradshaw:'whenever I saw an І.К.А man on a bike I knew he was on a mission 


5. Dr. Andy Cooney, old time І.К.А chief, was persuaded to telephone De Valera seven 
days before their deaths but, unless they gave up the hunger strike, De Valera made it « lear that 


he would not intervene 
6. See the accounts by Jim Savage and Pierce Fennell. 


7. Casey Inquest: the censored news report from the Irish Independent December 18, 1940 
The coroner stated that he had received an order from the Minister for Justice and therefore th« 


procedure would be rather different from other inquests. Sean MacBride advised the coroner 


to discard the order, but this the coroner refused. He could take only evidence of identification 
date of death and medical evidence. Medical evidence was shock and haemorrhage due t 


о 
gunshot wound in the chest; the entrance being in the back. (MacBride caused uproar at this 


point when he asked, why was Bernard Casey shot in the back? That question was not in the 


published report.) 


O Breathe not his name may it sleep in the shade, 


Where cold and unhonoured his relics are laid: 


, / } i ГА 
Sad, silent and dark be the tears that we shed. 


As the night dew that falls on the grass oer his head 


homas Moore, 1779-1852, on Robert Emmet 


Tomo Costelloe 
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OF ARIGNA: 


On his release from the Curragh in 1944 Packy Joe returned to the Arigna mines, where 
he continued to work, retiring only as he approached 70. 

My grandfather was a Land League man, commenced Packy Joe, as we sat in the 
home of Michael McDonagh in Drumshanbo on an autumn afternoon Packy Joe, a 
spare man with a pair of keen eyes, has worked, although one would not think it, 
for more than 38 years in the coal mines of Arigna. 

There was an organisation then, he continued; called the Molly Maguires, and 
grand dad was a member. But the Molly Maguires’ of that time were not what is 
nowadays popularly imagined; ultra-Catholic they may have been. They had green 
banners, tassels and sashes, with drums, bands and plenty of music. They were in 
all probability an answer in Ulster to the Orangemen, and in that respect would be 
seen in polite circles today as sectarian. But that is not how grand dad saw it; the 
Orangemen were cock o' the walk from Manorhamilton to Cootehill, places they arc 
long gone out of, and, I suppose, we on our side felt we needed music and colour as 
well. Their parade was on the twelfth of July and ours was St. Patrick’s Day; with 
green ribbons, lashings of shamrock and glory o' to the Bold Fenian Men 

This county has always been a rebel county, a nationalist county; the territory of 
the O’Rourkes of the ancient Kingdom of Breffny. The parts of it that were worth 
planting were planted after 1607, but our native government since 1922 has dredged 
the life out of it. Leitrim, like many other parts of Ireland, is a county that the gov 
ernment in Dublin has long since abandoned. Our population is one third of what it 
was when the Dail first met in Dublin. 

My mother’s name was Matilda, Matilda Cafferty. She was from Aughnasheelin, 
between Drumshanbo and Ballinamore. She had a nationalist outlook, although she 
was by nature a mild person; but in Leitrim at that time you were one thing or the 
other, Irish or pro-British. I was born in 1916 

My father came from the townland of Largan, two miles north of this town, and 
he was in Sinn Féin. He participated as a helper in the great election of 1918, but he 
went Fianna Fail eventually, and there would be often weeks before an election that 
we did not talk because I would not vote at all. In the Civil War he had been on the 
Republican side; but, after Fianna Fáil was founded in 1926, he saw them as the 


future saviours of Ireland. I heard of the Cull brothers, Michael and Johnny, who 
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were separately killed around here in the Civil War. Michael I did not know, but Johnny 
[ saw on one occasion. He and Paddy Tymon came into our house, on the run, of a 
Sunday morning in December, 1922. It was the day before they died They came over 
from Owney Keane's, where they had stayed the day before and the previous night 
and, I remember, when they came to us we were having breakfast, and they had a bite 
to eat and stayed a while. While they were having their bite, they had two Lee Enfields 
which they left standing at the end of the table. I went over and was lifting a rifle and 
I can remember one of the boys said to me: never eet too fond of them things! 

They left that day, crossing west over Lough Allen by boat to Arigna, and the next 


day they were killed. The Free State army located them in one of the mine tunnels and 


called on them to surrender but they refused. They pumped gas into the cavern, killing 
them. Michael Cull, a brother, was shot dead not long after on Januarv 6, 1923, in the 
village of Ballyconnell.(1) 

There was another Republican leader here of that time, Michael McBrien from 
Carrigallen, there being numbers of McBriens around here. I did not know him myself 
but he led a charmed life. He was in the Free State Army by mistake, like a few more, 
and he deserted in 1922 to join the Arigna column of the Culls'. In the spring of 1923, 
while the war was still on, he was captured and, of course, as a deserter, his fate could 
not be worse. 

He was sentenced to death by drumhead court-martial. It might have been in 
Carrick or Boyle, but he escaped, anyway, on the morning of his execution. And you 
tell me, now, he was on the run then and not captured for five years, until February, 
1928, when he was probably let go. I would love to know more of Michael McBrien.(2) 

We had William Harold Bridges here, too, in the Drumshanbo company of the 
LR.A; he was О.С in 1937, having joined when he was 17. He was from a Protestant 
family and was a skilled mechanic, having served time in a garage in Drumshanbo. 
Later he was big in the earth moving abroad. He died in Dublin so far as I know, in 
1991. He had a namesake, the famous dockside leader, Harold Bridges of San 
Franscisco, who worked all over there, and they doing their damndest to deport him 
back to Australia where he was born. Because of his activities with the longshore men's 
union he was dubbed a communist; he was not so in fact, and was defended in his 
many court appearances by the Irish-American lawyer Vincent Hallinan, who died lit- 
tle more than five years ago 

JAMES VAUGH (Capt): 

It was after his time that I joined the Т.К.А, so I do not know that much about him 
There is a reference to him in the recitation that Paddy Kenna, God rest him, used to 


recite; 


How the Staters fought for England 
How they fought for British law, 
And in Cosgrave’s last coercion, 


How they murdered Captain Vaugh. 


It was not murder. That is poetic licence; but it was police neglect and harassment. 
Jim Vaugh had been continuously raided since Black and Tan days. He had joined the 
LR.A in 1919 and had been on the run with Sean O Farrell; tis plain that he was a patri- 
ot and there was not much time for patriotism in Cosgrave's Free State. 
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Det. Sergt. Sean Gantly, as he was at that time, was raiding all over Leitrim in 
1928, and Vaugh, now adjutant of the battalion, again was visited in December,1929 
He was pulled in once more in December,1931. Strange how it was always the cold- 
est month because, on this occasion he died of pneumonia on Christmas Day, hav- 
ing been released the day before.(3) It was sought at the inquest, according to An 
Phoblacht of March 19,1932, to have Ballinamore police John O'Donovan and Patrick 
McGeehan, charged; but that, of course, was not done 

As I have remarked, I did not go out canvassing or voting. I took no interest in 
the political parties. Being fairly close to the Border here I knew there was still a job 
to be done. In 1934, at the age of 18, I joined the Drumshanbo company of the LR.A 
We had Sean McManus, a miner; Francy Curran, Tom O’Brien, Jack Larkin, Tom 
Foley, Peter Walsh, John Francis Horan, Jim Lynch: God rest them all. 

There was always a strong left wing influence here, Leitrim being considered a 
poor county, which it is not. I remember seeing lim Gralton of Effernagh when I was 
a boy. It was long before the dance hall episodes. He had returned from the States 
and was beginning to throw himself into the fight with the British. He, and another 
called Paddy Horan, came to our place. They were here about land that had been 
grabbed from the people and whether, under the new order of things, they might get 
it back. Horan had no land so he was campaigning; it was widespread at that time 
(4). They came to our house and had a meal, and they were talking to my father who 
had land taken from him some years before that; they were talking to him about a 


socialist party; aye, a soc ialist party. 
Col. Michael Mc Laughlin, who was shot by a bandit in New York, was taken 


home here in June 1931, to be buried from Dangan chapel where his body lay in state 
” 


for days, viewed by thousands passing through. Не was 32 when he died, having 


joined up for the fight against the Tans at 18. They captured him in February 1921, 


but he escaped, taking part in every fight up to the Truce. In the Civil War he 
attacked and burned the barrack in Boyle. Afterwards he was adjutant to De Valera 
but was forced by economic circumstances to emigrate in 1925. When they came to 
bury him here in 1931, the soldiers had a mac hine gun trained on his grave 

I would not agree that Gralton stuck his neck out too far against the Catholic 
Church in these parts. There were certain people who thought that he did and there 
were others who thought that he did not, that he was only doing what he had to do. 
His old friend Kilroy of Carrick would tell you that. 

In 1933, the Earl of Kilronan, who resided in a baronial pile near Ballyfarnan, Co. 
Roscommon, evicted the Milimo family from a gate lodge. Rural evictions were 
offensive to the LR.A and on this occasion 200 of them marched in military forma- 
tion to the lodge, opening it again to the family. A good number were from Leitrim, 
it being on the county border, and they included Leo Duignan, Jimmy Gallagher, 
John O'Rourke, John Redihan and ‘Priest’ Mc Weeney. One of the men commanded 
the Earl to kneel upon his front steps, a revolver to his head, and swear that never 
again would he evict a Milimo, an undertaking which afterwards was faithfully 
kept. 

In February, 1932, at the height of De Valera’s election campaign, the Cumann na 
nGael candidate, J.]. Reynolds, was shot dead, but the LR.A had nothing to do with 


loe Dolan 


was not Republican and even 
1 to be careful gear | in went into the home of 
alled Leddy living betweer Kesh in ballinamore, to canvas vote 
ok 
; linked to th« 


Leddy we 


ive O'Donovar 


the LR.A were 
platform had been burned shortly before that in Mohil 're were promi 


men here at that time asso 1 with the govern nt party while, at the same 


they had some influence in the LR.A. They asked them to stand by and protect 


later some of the protectors were locked in jail 


it that time were ong in parts of this county and O’Duffy had 
great pull. As a result of that Fianna Fail у hey should recruit special gardai 
from within the LR.A, the ‘Broy Harrier ‚апа not be dependent upon us. The LR.A 


ross-roads and they did not know what direction to take in that period 


rreat deal, Tom Barry, when he 


was never a big man, nor was he 
1 


man, but he had sharp eyes and manner. He had the sort of person 

y that, no matter where you met him, or whatever number of people were there 

the > the "SS And he did not do that with talk because 

he talked hardly at all. We had gone to Bodenstown, a lorry load of us Leitrim men, 

driven by Pat McCabe in a truck loaned for the occasion by John Joe Doherty of 
Kilclare 

About that time 16 of our fellows had been arrested, drilling on Ballyfermoy 
mountain in Co. Roscommon. Included among them was Leo Duignan and Jim 
Gallagher. Two years later Leo got a long sentence in England. (6) 

By 1938 our training became more intense. We knew then that there might be a 
fight. We had a delegate, John McManus, at the General Army Convention that was 
held in Dublin in April, 1938, and when he came back he had this exciting news for 
us. God be good to him, but he did not know then, nor could we look that far ahead, 
as to what the outcome might be. But our drill classes were intensified, learning the 
secrets of explosives. We had a training officer, Jack Daly of Mayo, and a good one 
He trained us, spending weeks with us on bomb making. It was tricky work and | 


am not sure if we mastered it all 
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M the same time we had practice on the l'hompson, taking it apart in seconds, 
putting if 1n one piece again, and firing it. We had a range outside Drumshanbo wher 
we could have target practice with Lee Enfields, mostly of a Sunday after Mass. We had 


in the company two Lee Enfields and lots of ammunition, and so we could have target 
tice. Some of the men were naturally good shots, but some would never be 
men. I had a gun that I kept at home; and one day I shot a fox with the Lee Enfi 


[here was a priest then that you have mentioned, and who I recollect 


favourable to us, a Father Ward. I know he was favourable to us because he used go 
to Bodenstown, but he had no power with the Hierarchy and was allowed to cele 
brate Mass only privately. ^Tis said he ures so a lot of people used go to him 
Packy Early knew him very у were close friends. They used have a quiet 
drink together in Mahony's of Drumsna 

THE CAMPAIGN AND WHAT CAME AFTER: 

When we came to hear of the ( ampaign intended for England we thought it 
would be a success and we did everything to make it so. We collected monev, and 
we sent gelignite over was yt easy to send over money at the time, but we did 
the best we could. One man who shall be nameless and who was well connected 
here collected gelignite in these parts for transportation in suitcases. There were 
only two men in this county who knew he carried it: that was John McManus and 
myself, and the contact at the Dublin end 

[his man was not in the t he was a sympathiser. He wanted to see 
England out of the north of Ireland, out of the next county to this one, out of County 
Fermanagh. Afterwards the man was interned, so his activities must have become 
known through Dublin. We had great hopes that we would come out winners in 
England. We were not pro-Nazi; we just had the hope that England would be brought 
to her knees and that we would get freedom for our country when the war was over 

seven weeks before the Campaign started we lost a sterling man from this coun- 
ty, Jimmy Joe Reynolds, and two other sterling men; in an action on the Donegal bo: 
der that I am sure has been well covered already. We heard afterwards that it was a 
doubtful bomb in a suitcase that had X marked upon it. It was said to have come 
trom Jimmy Dolan of Sligo town. Charlie and Jimmy Dolan were old-time I.R.A men 
from Tan days, they were training officers and worked as typesetters with the week 
y Sligo Champion. Jimmy Joe was a Staff € aptain and a great organiser, with plenty 
of London experience. He had a brother, John, a farmer, afterwards interned. His 
other brother Charlie, attached to the sugar company in Tuam, was not interned 
immy Joe himself had worked in Tom McManus's hardware shop in Drumshanbo. 

Ihe day of the funeral of Jimmy Joe to Cloonmorris cemetery, Barnacoola, we 
iad a great turn-out, and that was the first time I met Tony D'Arcy, who was to die 


ive months later on hunger strike. The superintendent here was Glynn, and the 


Branch, armed with 1 hompsons, surrounded the cemetery. Our firing party howev- 
er walked in by them, but they were amply covered by other volunteers with short 
arms. Jimmy Mc Cormack of Mullingar was in charge of the party. Afterwards, he 
was executed, with Peter Barnes, in Birmingham. From now on a special watch was 
kept upon us, and when it came to the Easter Commemoration they used that as a 


means of identification. They were lining up the active men for internment. 
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the Magazine Raid on December 23, 1939, we thought it a great piece of 
' Campaign in England had clearly wound down, so now we felt here was 
Army getting ready for a push across the Border 
setting 13 lorries into the Fort, loading up and out again was a smart piece of 


1 


when they started to recover the stuff we were disheartened. We knew 

у would get some of it but it turned out they got nearly all of it and some that 

s ours. Some of it drifted down here and was hidden in the bogs of Leitrim, and 

never recovered 

It was Monday morning on June 2, and I was at home when I was arrested. A 

sergeant and two gardai arrived, and I was taken by саг to Drumshanbo where І met 

w other lads raked in from the countryside. We were then conveyed to Carrick, 

g more there, and were then brought in lorries at high speed to the Curragh 

armed soldiers in each. In my lorry there was Jim Kane, Frank Breffny, 
McCormack, Hugh McCormack, John Francis Horan and Jim Lynch 

I supported the 26 Counties' neutrality in the European war; I knew I was not a 

renegade by my continuing republicanism. During the First World War 50,000 Irish 

were slaughtered, and there are people in high places today who think it was a right 

thing to encourage them into the trenches. In 40, many fellows went from the 

south and joined the Enniskillen Fusiliers, while men in the North did not join, they 

› too smart. (7) I knew a fellow who had been in Boyle barracks when it was 

attacked in 1922 by the Arigna Flying Column, Before that he had been in the British 

Army but that was not unusual. I also knew Ambrose Conway, who came out of the 
British Army, in 1919 and who trained Republicans. He was a Kiltubrit man 

LIFE INSIDE: 

[ found myself in Hut 4 of the small camp with John Reynolds as О.С. Mostly 
there were Leitrim lads in that hut. There were about 32 men from Leitrim interned, 
a figure greatly out of proportion to the population of the county, which was under 
50,000. It is less than half that now, so you can see what the government of Dublin 
has done for us. If the number of men interned from elsewhere had been in propor- 
3 


tion to our 32 from Leitrim there might have been 2,000 interned instead of 550, the 


= 
highest number reached.(8) 


Bob Flanagan had been interned some months previously. He wandered in to us 

lorg scéil, a big, wild, ruddy faced fellow with a mop of blonde hair. They had 
come to us with tea and a quarter loaf. I asked Bob if there was any soda bread as 
loaf bread gave me heartburn. Well, said he, what you get here won't give you heartburn 
А few days after the Fire, with huts burned and frost on the ground, we were out 
walking and Bob shouted across: have you any heartburn this morning? There were 
times like that when we enjoyed a laugh 

In August, 1940, when around 170 arrived from Cork Jail, we were all transferred 
to the big camp directly next door, with over 450 in it. Billy Mulligan was O.C, and we 
were getting along all right until the take-over by the H.Q people, in from Arbour Hill 
in October. I did not feel good about that as rank is supposed to be put aside in prison. 
It was Peadar O'Flaherty who delivered the ultimatum on the eve of the Fire. I forget 
the wording of his speech but it impressed us at the time. We thought them gods, I sup- 
pose; but after a while you begin to see the feet of clay. What, apart from anything else, 
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that I had against their action was the fact that it would expose our network of tunnels 
and I had spent hours working in them 

We lost more than we gained by the Fire; in fact, we gained nothing. Before the 
Fire there was no roll call; now there was one inside the locked hut every night; it 
was humiliating. Before the fire we paraded to the Cookhouse in military formation 
\fterwards we could not; the lights were left lighting all night in the huts; the pal- 
liasse mattress was on the floor; and there were no sheets or pillow covers.That last- 
ed for years 

Liam Leddy was appointed our O.C after more than 50 of what the Free State 
termed the ring leaders had been removed to the Glasshouse, at the end of 
December. He had to make decisions and one of them was that there would be no 
more military formations. For weeks after the fire there were no beds at all; keeping 
warm at night was a real problem. Some lads took turns to sleep upon the wide shelf 
over the toilet area, thinking it less cold there. The Staters objected to this and, one 
night, well tanked up I suppose, they started firing into our hut, riddling it with bul- 
let holes. Fortunately, the bullets struck no one. I suppose it was all part of our youth 
because we never thought that our lives might be in danger. 

[ lost all of my clothes in the Fire. For weeks, I had no jacket until I was given one 
by Mick Mc Bride, from Ceanannus Mór. Charlie Hoey, from Drogheda lost a piano 
accordion, and George Plunkett, a harp. There was much else lost besides, including 
valuable books, and books that were not so valuable. There were gifts and art work 
and much more. When the contents of seven huts that contained 400 men go up 
much will be lost; much that is of sentimental value and irreplaceable. 

I learned Irish while I was in the Curragh although I did not follow it up when 
I came out: too many other distractions. Peadar McAndrew was our teacher and 
very good he was too. It was easy to learn Irish from Peadar. I was acquainted with 
Gearóid О Mhistéil and Sean Og O Tuama, two other teachers and, of course, 
Máirtín О Cadhain, although I have got to say that he was too advanced for me. That 
reminds me that the last time I was talking to Máirtín, it must be 25 years ago; it was 
in this house of his brother-in-law here in Drumshanbo and we had a good session, 
with John McManus present. I was fully behind the ostracism of Hut C.1, the so- 
called Cork hut, because I felt they had co-operated with the enemy. I said that on 
the evening that I saw Tadhg Lynch standing outside, days after the shootings, with 
the P.A's standing by. He had got concessions then for his men and himself many 
weeks before the rest of the camp received beds and fuel. Therefore, I remained on 
Liam Leddy's side, although that created difficulties, as you had to have Camp 
Council permission to transact business with anyone under Pearse Kelly. I went on 
a few occasions to talk to John Joe Maxwell, Sean McCool and Terry McLaughlin. We 
talked together for hours the day before they went upon a 49 day hunger strike seek- 
ing a fair trial or release. After all, we had been held without trial for three years 
Terry was the man about whom they were to say afterwards; he could not do without 
drinking but he could do without eating 

On another occasion, around Christmas time, after the boys at home had col- 
lected money that was then sent to me to be divided among the Leitrim lads, I called 
upon John Joe Maxwell, as half of them were from that side. The divide was made 
and everyone was satisfied. But it was hard passing men you had known all your 
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life and yet never exchanging a word with them. If they had been playing football 
and, as sometimes happened, the ball travelled in my direction, I would kick it back, 
vet I saw fellows who would not look at the ball. I could not do that 

The tunnel that our side developed in 1943 was a great one and we brought it 
almost to completion. They had to get through the timber and concrete floor at the 
toilets in such a way that it remained concealed, even in the period when the hut 
was vacated, when as a security precaution, the Staters examined and scrubbed it 
out 

^ great job of matching the trapdoor into the floor was done, especially bearing 
in mind that we had no tools for sawing, nailing or any of the normal operations of 
carpentry. One then passed through a concrete sub floor and then down a sufficient 
depth. The trench around the camp was 11 feet deep; one had to pass under that. 1 
worked upon it myself for a while, but, as with every tunnel, the problem is the dis- 
posal of clay. Some was packed under the joists of the Irish-speaking hut; some was 
rammed into the old tunnels that were still there; and some was taken out in pock- 
ets. Some men on the Pearse Kelly side observed the activity and guessed that a tun- 
nel was proceeding. There was a rumour, too, that the Staters knew and allowed it 
to go ahead anyway. I cannot say, except that early on the day fixed foi the break out 
the Staters came in and ended the plan.(9) 

Well now, looking back and who do I remember? I remember nearly everyone, but 
Joe Bray springs to mind foremost because he spent a lot of time here in 1939 as a train- 
ing officer. There was George Fluke, a good looking character and full of fun. He was 
a neat footballer, being soccer trained; many's a game I had with him. Tom Brady was 
a good footballer, playing full back for his hut. He had played for a club in Dublin 

Paddy, ‘the priest’ McWeeney, had been our quarter master in Leitrim, yet there 
was never a bullet found upon him. He was on the run for more than a year before 
they tracked him down and interned him. He remained a staunch Republican until 
the day of his death 

Bob Flanagan came from Kilmore, Co. Roscommon, and was imprisoned in Arbour 
Hill before spending five years interned in the Curragh. He was seriously wounded by 
shooting at the time of the fire: the bullet was lodged near the spine and could not be 
removed. A good soldier all his life. Jack O'Shea, from Kerry, organised gaelic football 
and rounders in the Camp. Known as Dr. Croke, he refereed our matches. 

Jim Lynch and I, lying in two beds one night, were keeping Frank Weafer of 
Charlestown awake talking among ourselves. Are you awake, says Jim; how could I 
be otherwise? he complained, but he lost patience altogether when I attempted to 
call over to Jim Kane to sing for us The Three Flowers. Jim was a nice singer, but at 
2.am Frank was not having any of that. 

[he first I heard of Victor Fagg, a Protestant from near Athlone, was when he 
addressed an Easter Commemoration here. The next time I met him we were both 
in the Curragh. Jim Kirwan, a close friend of Seamus Goulding, would start an argu- 


ment purely for fun and with no case at all. There was one particular man with 


whom he took a special delight in argument and that was Bill Hayes of Cork city. He 
would put Bill through the ceiling arguing nonsense, and yet, in the end, against 


Jill's better judgment, he would almost be convinced 
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GOODBYE: 

Of Free State personnel in the Curragh, Packy Joe mentions a С aptain Cullen 
from his own parish. He was so frightened of the atmosphere pervading the place 
that he was afraid even to nod in Packy’s direction.(10) On the other hand, there was 
a Commdt. Casey who was well thought of; he just did his job and that was that 
McNamara was heartily disliked, and with good reason. 

For “Tommy the Cook’, a Poilin Airm, (P.A), Packy surprisingly says, he had rep- 
utation but was not that bad. Heavy with the baton, but mostly upon the vee-sheet 
ing of the hut. He remembers one spring morning at seven o'clock, Tommy bounc- 
ing the baton upon the door and the vee-sheeting inside the hut. Walking up the cen- 
tre of the floor, brown boots and leggings gleaming, and shouting, come on now lads 


4; 


П 
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show a leg, he suddenly received a clout of a boot upon his head. Instantly he 
stopped, swung around and marched outwards: come on lads, out of those louse traps 
all good soldiers obey orders. Reaching the door he was gone. 

I was released early in 1944. Mick Flynn and I got a voucher to Athlone but we 
stopped at Mullingar with good friends, the Mulreadys. There we met Eamonn 
Moynihan, a school teacher, who had been released earlier and who gave us each a 
ten shilling note; we had a few drinks on that 

he next morning, on our way out, we met children going to school. I had not 
seen a child for four years and thought I had not seen anything so small in all my 
life. Women's voices too; I could not bear to listen as they seemed so sharp; eventu- 
ally, I got used to them. 

I got the narrow gauge railway then from Dromod to Ballinamore, emerging into 
a different world. I felt isolated then for a while, feeling lonesome for the lads, I sup- 
pose. My father had a bit of land but there was no work on it for me, as my brother 
was at home. The first job I got was with the County Council: at the time they were not 
supposed to give us any employment for seven years, which has since been proved 
contrary to law, but Charlie Woodworth, the ganger, took me on. Г have got orders not to 
start any man that has done time, but I will start you, and let somebody else sack you. 

[he pay was not good but, as I had no money anyhow, what little there was 
seemed plenty. After a few months there I went to the coal mines, working for 38 
years in the tunnels. At first, it was entirely with hand picks, in near darkness and 
with the floor and walls flooding water. In later years machinery was brought in. 

I settled down in 1951, marrying Mary Ferguson from Ballinglara, not far from 
here. One day in the late fifties I met Jack Murphy, the T.D elected by the unem- 
ployed of Dublin, outside the Labour Exchange in Werburgh Street. Jack also had 
been interned. I have my pay cheque here, said he, showing me a two figure sum for 
the month.(11) No one will cash it for me; come with me over to the Dáil. Two years 
later, after Jack, frustrated, had resigned, I met him crossing O'Connell Bridge. There 
were too many after me for favours and touching me also for money. As for getting anything 
done, I may as well have spoken to that river as talk in Dail Eireann; they paid no heed to 
me. (Which reminds us of Dr. John O'Connell, a former Minister for Health, on the 


fate of his recommendations to the Dept. of Finance; 1 could have dropped them into the 


shredder.) 
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JAMES 
GRALTON 


OF EFFERNAGH, 
LEITRIM. 


James Gralton was born in 1886 at Effernagh, lying between Carrick on Shannon 
and Drumsna, where his father farmed 25 acres of land After joining and deserting 
the British Army, he took a job as a stoker on a tramp steamer, ev entually settling in 
New York where he worked as a taxi driver, bartender and ice man, and becoming 
a socialist 

Reading James Connolly, he realised how close were their ideas, so he went on 
to found the New York James Connolly Club. Becoming a fund raiser for the Irish 
cause, he decided to return home, taking part as a training officer in the last few 


| 
t 
weeks of the Tan struggle before the July 11, 1921, Truce. Packy Early recalls how, 


upon a Sunday in March, 1921, he was in Gowel chapel when a British officer 
entered ordering all the men out for scrutiny', the suspicion was that men active 
with the column sometimes came in for Mass and Communion 

Lieut. Wilson, it was, says Packy, and he was killed one hour later in an ambush. 
After the burning down of the local parochial hall, as a reprisal for the ambush, 
Gralton rallied workers to build a better one, the Pearse-Connolly Hall, and it was 
so substantially built that a year later it was taken over and used as a billet for the 
newly formed Free State Army. 

By this time, Gralton had aligned himself on the Republican side. Of the two bar- 
racks in Boyle, one had been held by the Free State and one by the Republicans 
Evacuating the one, James found himself on the run again and, knowing that he 
could be a target for harassment, decided to retire, to return to New York 
Remaining there 10 years; always politically active, with the advent of Fianna F áil in 
February, 1932, James Gralton returned. Forthwith he recommenced where he had 
laid off 10 years before. Lights came on in the Pearse-Connnolly Hall at Gowel and 
dances for young people were resumed, but once more the same old foes arose from 
the under; »rowth. In the Ireland of 1932 опе could quickly earn condemnation, and 
Gralton earned the vilest tag of all, that he was a communist, which indeed, he was. 

On Christmas Eve 1922, the hall was soaked with petrol and burned down. The 
question must still be asked, however, for those with any understanding of the rural 
pysche of the thirties: was our James an entirely blameless figure? Fr Noel and Fr. 
Laurence, two sermonising Redemptorists, had been invited to Gowel che ipel. Packy 
Early told this writer that indeed, some local volunteers probably had been con- 
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cerned in the burning, but unofficially, as the battalion O.C, Sean O'Farrell, would 
not have permitted it; and when it came to firing into the hall, only shotguns, not 
rifles, were used! Packy at that time was in A. Company area with some 100 men 
long with Fianna and Cumann na mBan. The Movement he says, was woven int 
the sedge grass of the county: we looked upon Sean O'Farrell as our god 
^s Conor Foley, in Legion of the Rea! ruard has it: the reluctance of the LR.A to be 
identified publicly with communists was also shown by their attitude to a contro- 
versy over the Leitrim communist, Jim Gralton. Gralton was Irish born but had 
acquired U.S. citizenship in the 1920s. He returned to his native Leitrim in 1932, a 
convinced communist and atheist, which soon earned him the wrath of local priests 
\ hall in which he held dances and meetings aroused particular alarm, and the 
parish priest launched a campaign to have the 'den of iniquity’ closed. Shots were 
fired into it; an attempt was made to blow it up, and eventually it was burned. 

In February 1933, the government responded to clerical pressure by ordering 


i 
to 


Gralton's dt portation [he (Dublin based) Revolutionary Workers Group came 
his defence with a Keep Gralton Here’ campaign. A public meeting was held in 
Dublin chaired by Hanna Sheehy-Skeffington, who had just been deported from the 
North after a month in Armagh Jail for breaking a previous exclusion order. The 


meeting was addressed by O'Donnell and other R.W.G members, but the Army 


Council refused to let Mick Price or Frank Ryan attend. Instead they sent a terse 


message: This organisation is taking steps independently, to organise opinion а t 


therefore, consider it unnecessary to send a representative to 


[here was considerable local hostility to the Save Gralton campaign. Peada 
O'Donnell was attacked in March in Drumsna when he attempted to speak at a 
meeting. From the altar, Fr. Cosgrave P.P declared; 'there will be an anti-God meet- 
ing in Drumsna today'. ( There is a tree that he had climbed pointed out there still 
by some of the older people, as Peadar O'Donnell's tree). In the face of an ecclesias- 
tical melt-down of that order it was difficult to attract support except from the far 
left, and the far left was never respected in rural Ireland. The loc al Fianna Fáil T.D 
condemned Gralton for ‘propagating English ideas', although other Fianna Fail 
branches passed resolutions opposing his expulsion 

A few Labour and trade union branches also backed Gralton, but most steered 
clear of the campaign. Some even joined the witch hunt, condemning communists 
as anti-christs and perverts, pledging their support to the priests who were seeking 
to drive them out. One Labour T.D. called on the government to deport 'the two o1 
three foreign Communists who аге in the country’. An Phoblacht urged support for 
Gralton, but Sean O'Farrell, the Leitrim commanding officer, ordered his men not to 
get involved. Some were very hostile to Gralton, and it was rumoured that they 
might have been concerned in the attacks upon the hall. In such circumstances neu- 
trality was the best that could be hoped for. Eventually, Gralton was arrested and 
deported in August, 1933. It was the first political expulsion in the Free State's his 
tory 

He had been giving free dances in the Pearse-Connolly hall, with the result that 
he drew in the tiumbers, but that only heightened the opprobrium in which right 
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of Breandrum, in the 
hours of Sunday, and taken aboard ship a alw in August 1933, and 
to New York, later standing t t \ nmunist candidate in bor- 
tions, although failing to be elected member of the Irish Workers’ Club 
he continued to run courses, spreading the teachings of James Connolly. James 
Gralton died in Bellview Hospital, New York on December 19, 1945; the Club erect 
ing a stone in his memory. His friend, John Mulally graveside oration 
There have been published recently tw« im booklets on Gralton: The Gralton 
by Pat Feely, Dublin 1986; My Cousin Jin by Margaret Gralton, Drumlin 


Publications; £2.00 
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Ше older Republicans adhere to the ; 1 gassing, authoritive sources dispute 


report of the inquest and verdict appea dvertiser of March 8, 19 
ition of the bodies of James Cull and Patrick Tymon was given by 
Iymon, father, identified Patrick 
dug-out was discovered by the Free State Army close to the Arigna River dé 
unday in December, referred to in the account A small room was found ‘with a hok 
further in’. (This would be part of the mine workings). After calling out, an officer placed 


mine ‘in the mouth of the cave’. Later local people drew attention that men may have been ‹ 


cealed further inside. Upon digging into the cave the bodies of James and Patrick were four 


It is clear therefore that the effect of an explosion in a confined space caused their deat 
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him to follow in the steps of Tone, Lalor, Mi 
Come the school holidays, he went Uncle Joe’s farm 
where he combined harvesting with There were barn dances 


Antrim boys and girls 1 and singers; knowing all the rebel 
songs. The В. Specials were prominent in the neighbourhood; they were the armed 


ytestant auxiliary force, taking their 


and ready to spring into 
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pape or croppy became too stroppy rsters called them the 


although that is actually the official title o ' top echelon within th 
Orange Order 


friendly with many of them, but as th« 


11 months of the year one could be 


h approached the atmosphere would become frigid. Come the twelfth, and 


beat hell out of the lambeg drum; swearing fealty to the King and damnation 
his enemies. After a week calm would return 


In that cooling off period Tom often had debates with them and they 


would 


vea, Protestants and Catholics should unite, but like a desert mirage, that 


longed for unity of Dissenter and Catholic never came to anything 
WITH THE LOUGH NEAGH FISHERMEN: 
At that time there were plenty of Catholics within the R.U.C, and one of them 


is a policeman, McCourt. One day he caught Tom and another boy in an orchard 


K 


з orchard. He did not believe them, so he frog marched them to 


yf \ 


course, laughed it off. Years later, McCourt, dissatisfied, left tl 


and came to 


» somehow ran ai ; Tom. They wanted me t 
hat my principles would not allow me to do, he told Tom; so I left: | 


from the Royal Ulster Constabulary, but I thought it safer to come to 


1ad pals among Uncle Joe’s farm ran down 
to the shore of that great lak ten T sailed with them; they would be after eels 
and pollen, a trout li ood, vet it was also illegal to be out 


» of hide and seek was played between the bailiff and his big 
and the men in their shallow boats. The bailiff; a man appropriate- 


£g, had a powerful vessel; and when the f ' ‹ saw it they headed 


water, sometimes into reeds, where they could hide, and the propeller 
d not follow 


remembers when Pat Brankin of the lough shore got a powered boat. He 
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to have one. Ву way of celebration they sailed for Rams Island, a small 


ау of Glenconway v old man, by name O'Neill, lived in an ancient 


the island. They naturally called upon him, whereupon the seanacha 
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old fishermen accompanying them that day told them a story 

vho, after pulling his boat on to the 1 ind one sunny afternoon 
unmown.hav, and dreaming, saw Wolfe Tone and the council of the 
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DUBLINER'S ALL: 
Ignatius Lyor n 


Tom Doran 499 


Martin was a section commander, as was Frank Sherwin. Ignatius Lyons’ brothers 
were all interned. Altogether they were a remarkable and widely read family. Paddy 
Martin had a brother doing five years, and had a few cousins among the hundreds 
that were now interned. De Valera, we felt, was really stamping upon us. 

[rouble broke out on one occasion with a few rowdy locals near Hardwicke 
Street Hall (4) where Fianna boys were molested. We made a demonstration with 
guns which quietened them but unfortunately it resulted in Farrell, Martin and 
Sherwin being charged and imprisoned for the duration 

Not playing a part in the Fort raid because of my youth, I was allowed small 
arms drill as a compensation. We also got to the mountains а few times, firin; 


But it was hard to find, out of earshot, a safe range even in the mountains. Ha 


still to find and transport the long Lee Enfields. We took apart for practice a 


t 
1 
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Thompson in a cottage by the railway, and at Judd's, in Killester. After the Charli 


Kerins arrest in 1944, documents were found which led them to Judd's, although 
nothing was got there 

I was still around in August 1941, although more than 500 of our lads were in 
prison by this time, when the blow fell. We learned of the defection of our Acting 
Chief of Staff, that spiritless creature Stephen Hayes. We were on parade in a big mill 
in Islandbridge, around 20 of us, when our O.C, Albert Farrell, read the special com- 
munique denouncing Hayes as a traitor, and going into much more horrendous 
detail besides. That we were dumbfounded would be an understatement: there was 
a man named ‘traitor’ for whose safety I had prayed, Oh God; let me 1 Li 
not our Chief of Staff. That we felt utterly demoralised would certainly be no exag- 


geration. The LR.A in Dublin was already on its knees and soon, as likely as not, 


would be rubbed out of existence 

My heart felt chopped in two as I left the darkened mill by the Liffey-side that 
night. Yet we had no opportunity to mooch about. At this time, a gathering of 
Republicans anywhere was liable to be a passport to internment. Even here, on this 
silent river bank, we were at risk, for just five minutes after leaving, the entire local- 
t is enclosed by police and military with guns out and at the ready. We were 
barely out of the old building when they had closed in. Another few minutes and 
the jaws would have snapped on all of us. And yet I had gone there earlier that 
evening hoping to be selected as one of a party that might rescue Richard Goss, then 


lying under sentence of death in Arbour Hill Prison. The Staters executed Richard 


whom I had never met) on August 9, 1941, and here I am now in this good year of 
1996 married for over 40 years to his sister, whom I met much later; but that is a 
story I must hold for the closing page of this account 
After that episode the fellows who held on were being arrested day after day. We 
n our knees, and at that time we realised, like Christ, most people will come 
nly a certain piece of the road with you. Once you pass the cross roads you will find 
yourself on your own. However we decided to reorganise; to batten down the hatch- 
es, and to salvage what was left. Although our entire battalion staff was in jail new 
appointments were made. We would go on (on to where?) defiantly 
Rory Ryan, our acting O.C, decided that we would publicly march in the annu- 


al Easter Commemoration on April 5, 1942 to the Republican graves That used to 
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jirrell was a butcher and 


would occasionally make sausages. Eddie Joe G 
ers that Co. Mayo produced. If flour or veast came in, it was passed on to him 


a worm made from galvanised iron, poteen was produced that was 
iged first class clear run poteen AII the reports said the snake-like worm must 


1 
shouted 


rack 


Ferris would tal 


upon the timber fl 


of course, t 


raise the roof 
sary 


and at 


just lay 


ire. Sometimes 
sucn t 
upon his bed readii 


in, from Derry, took exception to what he thought w: 


said Danno; a real hard chaw. It is not fo 


vould appear in shorts, but he | 
all to laugh. "Trotsky', for 
when ‘Trotsky’ 


appeared in his 
There was a female cat there ar 


whate 


ot us 
w to catch them was another matter 


| 1 
ша 


fancied a kitten 
lived in an empty hut where they could 
a to a toilet d« and when they entered pulled it s 


but 
So we tied a string 


had them 


act 


n Parnell got one; a military policeman 
nd white whisker ' | 

{ and white whiskers. Later in the G 

get m 


got another, and I had a prize 
lasshouse, Capt. Tennant was keen to 

wv cat, but no, sir. I would not surrender it. I sent the cat home and he never 

Tennant later retired and was living clos 

of the church, and collecting at the 


it 


‘oot 
Ыы 


| | 
to where I live now; becoming a pillar 


door. However the same Tennant was head of an 
unit which early in 1940 helped break a farmer strike by collecting milk and 
ging it to the creameries. As a result he was know in the camp a 


: 
s 'Bainne 
Sunday, Bainne | 


1] ; 
full of 


he chapel door 
ill ful the milk of human А 
ed the old sod no end to 


ап kindness, 1 


fore Sean Parnell, my fellow parishioner would greet him at t 


n1 1 ] 
1 ц be pound 


such an extent that he kept out of sight у hen he 
ГО THE GLASSHOUSE AND HOME: 
1; 


In August 1945, four months after the 
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youngest Volunteer in this unit can I st 
[ am not going to ostracize anybody, I started. In this prison one third of the men 
ire doing time; there are three in Portlaoise; six have been executed and there is one 


n. If Harry White is caught he w executed too. By ostracising Pat 


Shannon now we will be condemning these me o you people want us to con- 


demn ourselves and become constitutional hacks, betraying everything so much 


suffering in jail has been endured for? I got a great cheer; there were no more meet 


ings on the subject and the matter was dropped 


Next morning when Pat arrived, the first people to greet him were Larry Grogan 


and those who had condemned him! later Pat Shannon came into my cell 


on of the sol listened 


quiring academic distinction All 


lowed an independent fe without being dependent upon 
tate that had disowned them 


Brendan Behan, sentenced in Noy 


ailed in an application for 


the funeral of his uncle Peadar Kearney author of The Soldier 
national anthem.(8) I would not let him out for a day, Sean Kavan 


reported Gerald Bolan« g | ball and chain stra] 
While he was upstai t isshouse y v board: 
Mick urphv. Knowing that Cay nnent was about 


ced hammering and boring. Tennent, hearing this, ran oH shouting, 


attempting to tunnel out. He had forgotten that Behan was upstairs 


tly before I left in October 1946 his mother fell ill id this time he really was 
1 before уои go, said Commdt. Guiney 


our , 
your сеи ре 


th, Commdt, and I have only a fortnight’ s 


mon 


Tom Grogan who otherwise 


А 
is time whenever а тап went out on parole 


that is another you will not see back 


much to himself, used remark t 


When Behan was leaving he made a point of coming to Tom, shaking his hand and 
' 


ving, vou can safely say after I'm gone that / won! be back if I can help it 


One dav in the summer of 1945 as I peer d at visitors from a window of the 


McElroy and Brendan Behan, | suddenly 
that lovely girl with Judy ( 'auehran come to visit Peter Duffy? That is 


replied Well, said I, she is the loveliest 


lasshouse accompanied by Tommy 


claimed; who is 


Goss, sister of the late Rit hie, he 


Tom Dot 


roge th 
} 


your brotner 


job however 


beating as a 


indications were that the 


passed 


icial and Dublin bu 


p for a conductor on th« 


year later, put money 
wn on a house on the strength of it 
FOOTNOTE ON THE FINAL RELEASE: 
In a newspaper of December 19, 1946 tl the following news item 
' of 24 prisoners undergoing per г offences connected with 
an unlawful organisati rdered, the Government 
Information Bureau stated yesterday 
[he decision was made by the Governm and, according to the 
reau, 21 of the prisoners were rele Military Detention Barracks 
Curragh Camp yesterday. Three similarly sentenced in 
I Prison are also bein 


j the rele ased from и 
^. Nathan. M. Murphy and 
J. Lynch and D. Griffin of Cork 


vle, G. Parnell, S. Parnell. K 


of Dublin 
Grogan of Drogheda; P. Duffy 
inson of Belfast; and T. Kealy of 


Also affected by the order, it i 


s understood, are Brendan Behan and Liam Carey 
both of Dublin who are at present on parole 


three others also on parole 
Another 


man, P. Shannon, a native of Galway, is reported to have been moved 
from the Curragh to Mountjoy Prison, Dublin 


аа not fired the 


st 1950, when Hugh McAteer 


erated from Crumlin Road: Jimn 


rowu 
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THE DUNDALK MEN: 


timony 
l interviews i any parts of Ir 1, and of that number 
of County Loutl 
Jimmy Wynne and I 
teran poken to And it 
hould be chosen f 


r. A landing p 


BARNEY 
O'CALLAGHAN 


Barney O'Callaghan quoted the ditty from Jimmy Hope, the weaver of 
femplepatrick, whose colourful story fills the pages of Antrim and Down in 1798 

Barney's father was an engine driver on the Great Northern Railway whose main 
rail works was in Dundalk. He came from further down the line, from Drumiskin 
His mother was Alice Connolly from Spencer Hill, Castlebellingham, and we had no 


TOM O 
FEARGHAII 


Tomas О Fearghail, a brother of Joe Farrell, who was a close friend of Frank Aiken 
ind long term Fianna Fáil T.D, is a true native of Dundalk. His mother was Catherine 


Garvev, and her brother Paddy, at 38 years of age, was the oldest man to leave 
Dundalk that Easter Sunday to participate in the Easter Rising in I Jublin. They wen 


blocked at Castlebellingham 


ling to a report of that time from Dundalk stoppe 
afternoon at Castlebellin by two police 
Entee and Frank Martin threatened t [he armed group т 
ered about 20, and their intention wa articipate in the R 
this point, a Lieut. Dunville arrived, voting broke out in whi 
Shortly afterwar 


lo 1 
1еаа 


wounded and a police 
hich h [wo others charged late 


d James Scally, a coact 


labourer, of I la 1 
of Dundalk. The party had been shadowed leaving Dundalk on Sunday morn 
travelling via Ardee nd shadowed all of the 


Weymes of Dundalk 


Iom's brother Sean or ‘Shand 


gh in the forties and 


st out. But Tom himself was not there; 


claimed the honour of being first in 
remaining on the other side of the wire, in t or the Free State Arn 
where he felt his duty at that particular time lay 


speaking battalion, 


National Army 


in these accounts, as that wa 
With his good knowledge of Irish he had his place in the Irish 
He was a close friend of Liam Fagan, of Riversdale, who was interned 
years that Liam was absent he helped with neighbours to mind his farm. Tom « 
not join the Movement proper until 1962 when he became a member of the Willis 
p interest in Irish history; his bookcase 


h 1 
1 
I 


t Cumann of Sinn Féin; he has a de: 


Paddy Garvey, Tom's uncle was involved throughout the Tan War and the Civil 


War, while brother John, another uncle, was on hunger strike in the internment camp of 


Ballykinlar. Frankie Martin, an uncle of Peter Mc Ardle was there too. At this point 


Barney chipped in on our conversation recalling Samuel George Fluke, a Protestant 
Republican from the North. Charged in April 1939 with possession of explosives in 
fottenham Court Road, he was acquitted on May 22, when his landlady, Catherine O 
Connell declared his father to be an Orangeman, and that the coat he was wearing 
r son Edward, sentenced to 


which showed traces of potassium chlorate, belonged to he 
20 years for being concerned with Willie Gaughran in an attempt to destroy the 
Hammersmith suspension bridge. George was arrested in Dublin in August 1940, serv 
ing six months in Arbour Hill for refusing to 

interned thereafter in the Curragh. He was strong on recitations; one of his favouri 


> 


account for his movements, and was 


tes 


1 
being 


Ireiuna s enemy 
ermany nor Spain 

sia, France or Austria 

hai 
no Chain 

] he "7 } , ] hom 
ed her hearths, nor razed her homes, 

1} ] 
r aitars 


ME Lill 
sent her sons to tramp the hills 


winter snow. 


This he would deliver with vigour at a concert in the Icebox. Máirtín О Cadhain was 


studying Welsh at the fime, and George was instrumental in obtaining a bible in that 


language for him from the minister who used visit him 
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PEADAR MAC 
ARDGAIL: 


lar, who was not interned in the 

had, through his mother, Rose, a connection with the perioc 

brother Frankie Martin. His father, also Peter, hailed from the townland of Sheelagh 
on the Monaghan border. His uncle Frankie, already referred to, was sentenced by 
drumhead courtmartial in May 1916 along with Sean Mc Entee and others, follow 
ing the Castlebellingham skirmish. He spent three years in Ballykinlar Camp, Co 
Down in a darkened cell, and upon rt ad wear bandages over his ailing 
eyes 


I was born in 1921, Peadar says; attending the Christian Brothers school some six 


( 
years later. In 1931 Brother Leonard, known for his physique as Carnera , after the 


great boxer, invited the class to rise and sing the Soldiers Song. George Plunkett, 
Chief Scout of Fianna Eireann, had arrived and Brother Leonard gave him time to 
address the boys, inviting them to join the scouts. Peadar was not to join however 
until five vears later, and after another lapse of years, while employed in Rawson's 
shoe factory, entered the Movement, Oglaigh na h-Eireann itself. Often pulled in, 
ostensiblv for an identity check to Ann Street barracks (1) whenever there was an 
incident in the town; Peadar was never held for a prolonged period. 

Early in January 1939, in preparation for the English campaign, Barney and oth- 
ers were out after midnight posting the Halifax ultimatum. They were fully behind 
the Campaign; we knew it might not go very far, Barney said, but hopefully it would 
end in lreland's favour. That was not to be. World War Two commenced in 
September and the Campaign gradually petered out. Sometime in November he 
was arrested, expecting to be interned, but it was not to happen just yet. The Gavan 
Duffy habeus corpus judgement came through and the 70 odd internees in Arbour 
Hill were freed, so Barney never left Ann Street 

Instead, when not in the Great Northern works, he was at drill parades or at pub- 
lic prayers being said in the Square during the crisis of the hunger strike of early 
April, 1940 

[Е was inevitable however that Barney's name would be on a list for internment as 
soon as the great round up would commence, and so it was. Daybreak of June 2; my 
father, he says, came upstairs; there are men in the kitchen: they have come to arrest you 

In the Curragh there was an officer, a typical ‘22 man, called Fitzpatrick. His 
brother was a chaplain there and a thoroughgoing Stater. Barney admits that, as a 
result, he was not a great Mass goer when Fr. Fitzpatrick was officiating 
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MY WYNNE: 


^ remarkable thing about the four men is their wide range of readership; larg: 
ly Irish history and the topography of the area. Jimmy Wynne says he has read 
ilmost every work on Sean O'Casey, and he seems to be an expert on Robbie Burns 
whose sister is buried in the churchyard of St. Nicholas; not forgetting Florence 
Wilson, the poetess who wrote The Man From God Knows Where: Ethne ¢ 'arbery, the 
poetess who wrote Brian Boy Magee, is another of his favourites 

[t must be over 60 years since I attended the Bodenstown that was banned; the 
one in 1931, he began. He had been told to bring some class of a weapon but the only 
article he could lay hands on was a poker, so the poker and he travelled in à crow d 
ed wind blown lorry to Sallins and they got through with no bother 

On another occasion about 1934 they travelled by through train to Sallins; Great 
Northern carriages all the way. Entering a compartment with Goss, Willie Stewart 
and Willie Gaughran, the boys, but for an occasional whisper, stayed silent, as there 
was a fairly old man dressed like a British conservative in one corner After a while 
he spoke over to them; well lads, I suppose you are wondering why I am on this train. I 
led a battalion of men to Bodenstown in the summer of 1913, I was then a captain in 1 
British Army; 1 am a Co. Antrim man, so who am 1? He was Captain Jack White, who in 
October 1913 urged Larkin to form a Citizen Army, and those ragged volunteers he 
afterwards helped to train in Croydon Park.(2) 

Continuing Jimmy recalled manoeuvres at Stephenstown about 1934 when Moss 
lwomey was present. Pat Farrell had his farm there, in a house perched on the top 
of a hill. They used hold engineering classes in it, sometimes twice a week, with 
Gerry Halfpenny, Willie Stewart and Peter Duffy and Ashe Hughes among others 
Gelignite was frequently boiled to be « reamed off then as nitro glycerine. 

Later he met Tom Barry in O’Hagan’s; that would be in 1937 when Barry was 
working on a scheme to bring off an incursion, with a Cork 24 man active service 
unit, to capture Gough Military Barracks in Armagh city, and thus set alight a flame 
throughout the Six Counties. It was based upon the Easter Rising, Dublin G.P.O 
strategy, but saner heads were of the opinion that, while the barracks could con- 


12 1954 


ceivably be captured, (after all it was successfully raided in daylight in June 
after persuading Sean Garland of Dublin to join and to spend some time in there as 


caped under fir 
| 


П 
сле 


olate through the wir 
mer Sinn Féin coun 
s recalled then by Jimmy 


family. A coal mi by trade, he was interned 


ar period, and had helped in the efforts made to tunne І out 


was released late in 1944 returt to the quarry at Mount 
1 of Dundalk, where he had been emp! d was then eng 
man called O'Connor on tree cutting he Ka nds e forest; there being a 
f every sort of fuel at the time. He remained on that for a number of years until 
his employer passed away, after which he returned to the stone quarry Working in 
trv in England in the early fifties suffered a serious injury that caused him 
illy to retire 

PEADAR MAC ARDGAIL Resumed: 

Tony Deery was our Battalion Intelligence Officer when I joined in 1938, Peadar 
recommenced. His parents had a dairy shop in Chap: | Street, and he himself kept a 
very low profile, never appearing at p 1 \fterwards he transferred to the 
Dublin ar here he d very much ler cover for Headquarters 

; he had attended engineering classes under 
him in Pat Farrell's house in Stephenstown, ali y referred to. Following the 
finance raid on Dundalk Post Office in Clanbrassil € t, where Tony Deery and 
[om Murphy, a building contractor, maintained watch from the roof, Tony left for 
Dublin, on the run 
› 


Early in 1942, Tony was arrested in Dublin; 1 ing his importance and effec 


ith epaulets 
the only true 1 
5 window vel 


hands in his pockets, as he 


at the same time quietly 


three miles 


for Donaghmoyne House 


lently in close 


y Dermody 
to be th« 
ued on th« 


acanigzan 


when th« 


rely silent 12 A Grosvenor Square. | side door 
tly the d was ig open and 

were grabbed and manhandk before being catapulted 
1 show a phalanx « 


Lights were 
commenced to strip all of 


Xf Branch men, guns 


| kitchen 
vn, standing there. Two rushec hem, and Бау 
freely administered 


r clothing off them; punches and blows bei 
} | ght the О. | a grir >d Sean Gantly, flanked by Det 


awaiting 


upstairs and into a room 
he sole illumination being th« 


Gill, when Peadar found hims 
е Chief Superintendent being the 
'erfunctory questioning, but 


lamp outside lighting the sid fter ү 


chance 


d of that happer 


PADDY MURPHY: 


he Battalion 


we could 


ind Oldcastle 


Willie Stewar 


Dundalk 


ipparatus 


wheel and b 


eat 


ind anyt 


пе and рии 


ley 
поп 


me with 


celivea 


ekly. Wearing one 


did, me that | was upon the bed 


) the floor of each cel 
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oree Plant taken near Fethard in 1938 


After a long series of court and Tribunal trials, George Plant, initially joined w ith 
Joseph О” Connor of Brosna and Michael Walsh of Kilmacow and Patrick Davern of 
Glenbower, south Killkenny, was condemned to death by the Military Court on 
Februarv 27, 1942: the sentence included Walsh and Davern, while O'Connor, 
acquitted, was returned to years of internment. Within days the sentence on Walsh 
and Davern was commuted to life imprisonment w hile that on Plant was confirmed 
But to enable the three to be sentenced it had been necessary to invoke two 
Emergency orders, No 41F, and one specially drafted, No 139. The Labour Party 
brought a motion opposing into the Senate; among those who upheld order 139 
were Doctors Alton, Barnivelle and Farren, Miss Pearse, 5eamus Robinson, Bill 
Quirke. Сӣ Uladh MacGinley, Frank Mac Dermot and J.] McEllin; a neat combina- 
tion of Anglos and former Republicans 

George Plant was shot by military police in Portlaoise, on March 5, 1942. 

See Tipperary Historical Society paper 1989 by Michael Moroney. Nollaig € 


Gadhra, Feasta, Marta 1992, with a photograph of I lizabeth and a five page account 


) 


See local pamphlet of the 50th. anniversary and a note in Harry. Close relatives are 


still living; his sister died in Fethard in 1992 

Portlaoise Prisoners: 

Sean Mc Caughey, who died on May 11, 1946 after 23 days on hunger and thirst 
strike, was from Aughnacloy, Co. Tyrone, but spent most о! his life in Belfast. He had 
been arrested in Rathmines on September 2, 1941 Frank Kerrigan of ¢ ork city had 
escaped, with Jim Smith of Oldcastle and Jackie Griffith, from Mountjoy on 
November 1, 1942, and had been recaptured in 1943. ¢ 'riffith was then dead; the two 
recaptured were sent to Portlaoise Patrick Murphy and William (Bill) Stewart of 
Dundalk (both had received the cat) were in Portlaoise from the late autumn of 1941 
as was young Joe O'Callaghan, also from Dundalk. Liam Rice was there from early 
in 1942. Joby O'Sullivan was there also, for a period from 1942 before being trans- 
ferred to Dundrum Asylum. Michael Walsh of Kilmacow, Co Kilkenny, was impris- 
oned since February 1942, arising from the Devereux charge. There was also Jim 
Crofton, the Wexford man, the spy in the ¢ astle: a Branchman for whom a spec ial 
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punishment was reserved. Harry White arrived in February 1947, by which time the 
hardships had largely ended and most other sentenct had expired or had been 
remitted. Stewart, Murphy and Kerrigan were released in December 1946 the hon 
our for initiating the struggle for political treatment in Maryborough must go how- 
ever to Tomás Mac Curtain, who arrived there in late July 1940, and pursued a lone 
it for 18 months before anyone else arrived. With the change of government he 
Smullen, Jim Smith, Liam Rice and 


was released in March 1948, along with Eamonn 


Harry White. 
You could take a book twice a wet k from 


County Library, Paddy relates; you chose from a list and the book was then brought 


the prison library, supplied from the 


to vou. The food was not bad; in the morning a tin of porridge, tea without milk and 
a wee square loaf. The dinner was good; soup lowed bv stew; and on Friday fish 
imple tea with a loaf was served at 4 


mr 


ill followed by tea, bread and margarine. A 
se no parcels, books or supplementary food was allowed. By five in 


clock. Of cou 


went out at eight o'clock. Every 


n 


iufternoon your last crumb was eaten and light 
of an hour after that a ward witched in the light and peeped through th: 
An official from the Dept. ‹ stice called Connolly arrived each month to 


He would ask a routine questior | 
said was that we sought political treatment; the stock answer always was the same, 
you will have to apply to the Minist 
The Governor was required by tl ; each morning accompa 
nied by a warder, and Major Barrows sed to boast that he had been 

isoner in his own jail. That was \ ge of the prison in Dundall 
lays he was ‹ lapped in 


transferred to Maryborough іп 


Army, but he wore no uniform; only breeches, le 
ilthough he w conversationally 
nd no le 55 
Departmental visit. He gave 


t day the Governor told u 
It would not be in the open 
where we could talk and 


| to receive one letter month 


Then one 


idressing me 


been condemned, 


determination to go 
1 been sentenced to deatl 


ute isoning the traitorous Acting 


comm 
f, Stephen Hayes рата by all those com 
o in Portlaoise 
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where, after almost three years of association, Paddy had come to know him well 

Very straight and upright, he says, but full of devilment; he had the most cheerful 

laugh in the world, and he could pretend anxiety because he was slowly loosing 1 

hair. He was on hunger strike for five days; he then went upon a thirst strike which 

brought about his death after 23 days 

'addy was released in December 1946, by which time all political prisoners in 

26 Counties were free, save four still held until March, 1948, and Pat Shannon 

JIM CROFTON IN PORTLAOISE PRISON: 

im Crofton, like Maire Comerford and some others, continued to express belief 
ir 


in Stephen Hayes, although Maire Comerford qualified this by saying that he had 


not received a fair trial, which, in this writer’s view, was incorrect 


im Crofton, Wexford born like Maire Comerford herself, (and then living at 
Dunbar Road, Wicklow) the Special Branch man, returned from U.S in 1934 ‘to help 
fight the Blueshirts’; he believed that he was not suspected by his superiors in 
Dublin Castle until arrested while endeavouring to assist the escape out of Ireland 
of Hermann Goertz, from Fenit with Johnny Machine Gun Connor, in February 
He was charged with refusing to account for £50 found then in his possession; 
money which was intended for payment to local fisherman Michael Moriarty a 
deposit upon a sailing boat. In the Bridewell, apart from threatening a death sen 
tence before the Military Court, Chief Supt. Carroll cajoled him with a promise ‘if he 
told all’ of a very short sentence, and that his wife and children would be provided 
for. Christy Quearney in his account shows that Crofton in the Castle did not work 
entirely alone; there was a civilian clerk there who, for sums of money, provided 
information 
Crofton refused to account for the money, and when Chief Supt. Sean Gantly 
irrived he remained mute. He was then sent to Mountjoy, and before the Military 
Iribunal was sentenced in March to five vears. It was Minister Boland's personal 
decision that he be sent to Portlaoise. In a statement afterwards he said: after fiv« 
days in Mountjoy, I was transferred to Portlaoise. On my arrival I was placed in a 
ell and told to take off my clothes. I was ordered to don the garb of a convict which 
sed to do. I was then left in solitary confinement clad only in blankets for two 
ind a half years. During that period I left the cell to be escorted to a bathroom once 


1 week. For part of the time I was barefooted. 1 : ived of any means of com 


munication by letter or otherwise with my wife and children 
One of the children died while I was in prison. To all intents and purposes [ was 
lead. It was two years and nine months before I was allowed to Mass. I repeatedly 


is] 


Governor and visiting justices for politic 11 treatment but it was not, they 


replied, within their powers to grant. Nothing happened to me they said, which 


\ accordance with the rules. James Crofton was released on the termination 
of his sentence in 1946. With his family he went to live and seek employment in 
London 

lim Crofton, who survived with his family in London into the late eighties 
Liam Rice, a fellow captive over the entire period in Portlaoise, had this to say; ‘Jim 
Crofton may have been a distant relative of Stephen Hayes. At all events he believed 


Haves was innocent and that Sean Mc Caughey was a trouble maker. Naturally this 
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left it that I could not be on friendly terms with him, especially that, whenever the 


occasion arose, he would commence to rant abot e Hayes affair. If my memory 
ht, he was transferred early i 
i from there sometime in 1946 
ided that while working i ond n 1952, he had occasion to call 
house of a lady sympathiser and уу; urprised to meet again with 
ofton.'He was still ranting about the 1 S d ind about Sean Mc Caughey. 


I saw Jim Croft rofton however made annual visits to 
Wexford, and may indeed have retired there 


LIAM RICE'S Recollection of the Death of Sean Mc Caughey: 


[c Caughey, Adjutant-General and briefly Chief of Staff LR.A, (June to 


was born near Aughnacloy, Co. Tyrone in 1909 but lived almost his 
Falls Road, Belfast 


Following his arrest on a street in Rathmines on September 2, and upon 


evidence of Stephen Hayes, deposed Chief of Staff, he was charged with the « 


mon law offence of assault and unlawful detention and | | 


sentenced to death by 


Military Court on September 18, 1941 Normally the maximum sentence 


offence charged would have been two yea ut the Dublin government 


motivated by a desir 


seemed 


ig the uncovering of their highly placed 
mole, Hayes, who indirectly had been res ible for the killing some time еагііет 
of Michael Devereux, a man now presumed innocent 
lead to the execution by a highly questionable process of George Plant, in Portlaoise, 
in March 1942 


but whose death was soon to 


to say that following the sentence Mc Caughey was within an ace of a 
ree State firing squad, now becoming quite used to execution; but wiser and more 
ential voices prevailed. Could the Belfast man be executed following conviction 
on a mere charge of assault and unlawful detenti he sentence was commuted 
September 25 to one of px nal servitude for life and within two days Mc Caughey 

1 


dispatched to Portlaoise, colloquially sometimes in these accounts 


ter Queen Mary, 16th. century queen Bloody Mary, as she 
1 by the English themselves.) 

At that time there were in the on, quite separate from the two hundred nor 
mal convict population, the following Republicans: Tomás Mac Curtain, Cork; Mick 
Walsh, Kilkenny; Jim Crofton of Wexford arrive there were Liam Rice of 
Belfast, Eamonn Smullen of Dublin, Willie wart of Dundalk, Paddy Murphy of 
Dundalk, Frank Kerrigan of Cork city, Joe O’Callagan of Dundalk 

(Harry White did not arrive until February 1947; being released along with the 
remaining four, Mac Curtain, Smullen, Ric id Si , in March 1948, after the 
inception of a new government in whi h Sea ic vas a Minister) 
the total number of persons together was te here was no reason and no justifica- 
tion why these ten could not have been distribi i into any of the three prisons 

Republicans; Mountjoy, Arb Hill or Curragh Camp, where men 


1 con 


; were held; no reason ¢ pt the extraordinary perversity of 
of Peter Berry, the departmen- 


mn De Valera himself. Dev. over the 
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last nine days of Mc Caughey’s strike, received daily reports; he must have known 
his tongue was shrunken to finger nail size. Why did he not quietly let him go; the 
European war had ended twelve months before; the demoralised remnants of the 
I.R.A were themselves almost all released. Mc Caughey, when one reads on, may 
well have been ‘off his head 

Portlaoise was just that sort of place; the hell hole it was called. No letters in; no 
letters out; no news; no radio; no newspapers; above all, no visits; no clothing; no 
daylight; no stepping out beyond the confines of a 10 foot by seven foot prison cell, 
except once a week to a bath, no going into the open air; in Mac Curtain's case, he 
being the first in July 1940 to hold out for non-convict clothing, that was the system, 
followed year after year until limited association was permitted in June 1943. Will 
the release of official papers ever disclose who devised this perverse system of pun- 
ishment? Unlikely. One can rest assured that it was not the Governor or his staff 

Ihe Republican prisoners wore the blanket poncho style, Liam Rice commences, 
that is a hole was made in the very centre large enough for the head to pass through 
the two parts of the blanket then covering the body back and front. A band of the 
blanket material was tied around the waist to hold it in place. The blankets were 
coarse, dark grey or brown, and were not warm. When, later on, Sean Mc Caughey's 
sisters saw them they were appalled, and the authorities quickly replaced them with 
domestic blankets 

It was the afternoon of Spy Wednesday, five days before Easter, 1946, Liam con 


tinued, we were at recreation in the Caidreamh, a former large workroom set aside 


\ 


for us as we still could not go out to the open air. Those present were Tomas № 
I 


Curtain, Sean Mc Caughey, Jim Smith, Eamonn Smullen, and myself. At this time 
Sean was О.С Prisoners. At 3.30 p m the prison Governor, Major Barrows, and the 
Chief Warder, Mr. Blennerhassett, made their customary visit of inspection. As they 
were about to pass out Sean overtook them, speaking briefly to the Governor. / have 


| | j Ts hall heo ^nawnesllad in.ondà 
st given him a note saying that if lam not released by Friday I shall be compelled to go on 


tven тт 


ger strike until I am released.(14) We were all stunned and shocked by this; we had 


и u ate 

ап and I then walked together during this final half hour; it would be the last 
time that I would walk with him. He was positive however that he would win 
through as he outlined plans for the period after his release [he recreation ended at 
+ p m and we all returned to our respective cells; Sean and Eamonn Smullen and 1 
were in Е 2. Shortly after Sean was moved to a hospital cell in our section; a ‹ ell that 
had large windows, eight feet by four feet with views across the main Dublin road 
to the lands and trees of the hospitals on the far side. We however had now no con- 
tact with Sean. Being upon the same floor however and separated only by two cells, 

I was close enough to him 
He was on hunger strike five days when 1 heard him call from the big window 
Sean, I shouted. Liam, he yelled back, І am going off the water wagon. It was 
shattering news. It meant that he could not last much more than a fortnight; his 
health and stamina would rapidly deteriorate His sisters now came from Belfast, 
remaining in the town to visit him daily. Each night I could hear them bravely call- 
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und ten o'clock. I marvelled at 


his cell he heard Sean shout 


his delirium he had 


e wasted form hidden I 


Sean answered; no, Tomás; just 
vet feeling ther 
wh 
torgotten 
lied, Major Barrow 


г said to me that he thought 


і assure him, 


iccompanied, by 
ry detail of his shrunk 
of his body. He was 
that, were I to touch, 
His tongue was m 
and hand 


inted to come off the 


we would he told me he 


rht I would talk to hin 


{ 


carry on; it must be 


г honourable rele 


n meeting 
1 А 
the us In prison tor of course 

ym we all remember with 


Sean in the last days 
sometime after mid 
a long time I heard 


s leaving and I lis 


1001 


the prison orderly accom 


ve usually exchanged a few 


ping quiet. At nine o’cloc \ 


mit. Jim Smith was the 


uly this morning 


An inquest on the death of Sean М‹ оећеу was held in the Governor s office 

that same Saturday, May 11. 1 ickl lent that a Deputy Coroner, Dr. T.] 
аР 

Ё preventing any light being 


been 
lude Pádraig Mc Logan, who 


ving in Portlac уг, intervened. He 
circum- 


L, a well 


then placed stringent 


tances within the jail 
wn radio commentatc 
brother. Opening oroner announced tl 
ike no evidence Sean embarked upon hi 
If evident in the cir 


thus 


Mac Bride А bok verrode this in a brief and start б interlude tha 


Medical Officer 


Г 


xposed the scandal behind 
Duane, appeared before to him shocked 
ind as they rang aroun and looking direct 
quired ind a half years that 

Duane 


up to twe 


not 


hen sought 
had been held but 


ical Officer 


the 


the shuffling 
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upon the passageway as the coffin was borne downward. As the sounds passed the 
locked cell doors of the three upon that level, they sprang to attention, in salute, each 
facing his door, however grotesquely that may have appeared, (could there have 
been an observer), of a bare legged man, clad poncho style, in a rough brown blan 
ket, his feet shod only in sandals 

MC CAUGHEY: THE AFTERMATH: 

Sean Mc Caughey’s remains were taken by road from Portlaoise on the Saturday 
evening to ‘Adam and Eve's', the Franciscan church on Merchants’ Quay Dublin 
Attended by a considerable number, the cortege continued on Sunday to Binn's 

‚ Drumcondra, where a volley was fired. It then proceeded to Dundalk, where 
it was piped through the town; the sidewalks of which were lined with waiting peo- 
ple. At the Killeen customs post, 20 R.U.¢ stopped the hearse and removed the tri 


N 


colour. A guard of honour awaited it at Newry where a Rosary was recited. By 


nightfall the motorised cortege arrived at Holy Cross Church, Ardoyne, large 


crowds lining the roadway outside and packing the « hurch. Pall bearers here includ 
ed Harrv Diamond M.P and Hugh Corvin. Wreaths laid upon the floor surrounded 
the coffin which remained covered by its tricoloutr 

Official Free State showed no regrets following the exposure of the conditions 
under which Mc Caughey had been held in Portlaoise, although conditions there foi 
the remaining nine continued gradually to improve. The strictures of the 
Department in respect of convict clothing тє mained unchanged until 1948; so the 
diminishing number of prisoners remained blanket clad despite a rising swell of 
protest that included Wicklow County Council, Fermoy Urban District Council, 
Limerick Corporation, Meath Agricultural Committee, the Historical Society of 
Irinity College, writers Liam О Briain, Sean О Faoláin Mons. E.J. Flanagan of Boys 
Town, U.S.A, who happened to be in Ireland, (15) and many more. A petition for 
release, heavily signed by Labour and Clann na Talmhan deputies and senators, had 
been presented to the government ten days before the death. Two and a half weeks 
after, May 29, the same two parties, in the person of Michael Donnellan T.D, East 
Galwav, sought to have a Select Committee ‘which would investigate all the сіт 
cumstances’ established 

It was rebuffed by De Valera who, going over the well worn ground, now seem 
ingly agreed with the early measures of the Cosgrave government Swallowing his 
criticisms of those days, he confessed that ‘before a very short time had elapsed we 
saw that we were wrong 

Noel Hartnett of Kenmare, the barrister he inquest, (and a long time member 
of Fianna Fáil) who, over a number of vears, had contributed to a number of popu 
lar programmes on radio, was banned by PJ. Little, Minister for Posts and 
felegraphs, from further participation particularlv in the long running weekly 
Question Time, sponsored by the Irish Tourist Association. As Minister Little was a 
particularly mild and scholarly man one must discern the hand of Boland or De 
Valera here. His expulsion caused Seán O Faoláin to inquire, what sort of broad 
casting can now be expected except the sa vcophantic, the innocuous, the 
unadventurous’? He added that he himself had long ceased to broadcast on that sta 


hon 


] 


Joined in 


death of his moth 


Special 

nown 

ens Ireland 

d May 19. Sheehy 
is each, following 
s Guiney, at that 
ved from the 


se, the Camp having 


| Т { | 
no let-ur head man for the extra 


of solitude and confinement 'osed upon a handful of pris- 


Í until t 


from the first to ente 


ime the erities had been amelior ited 


lt Ft 
tl ux 


ilthough bv that 


THE POSITION OF MINISTER P.J. RUTTLEDGI 


Significant, or perhaps not significant, at this point would be a consideration of 


sition of cabinet minister from near Ballina; survivor of 


21, 1923; Adjutant Western 


Poulacappal cease fire 
Of him Maurice 


mand, and Commdt-General in the post 1923 shadow army 
he had been a good man. When Fianna Fáil 


'd here, had this to say 
formed in 1926 he might not ut quailed as he would have been 
ited then to lead Sinn Féin. He joined Fianna Fáil as the lesser of two evils'.(16) 
of De Valera's 
leadership in the sense that Gerald Boland was. In the late twenties De Valera 
entrusted every off beat sensitive negotiation to Boland; with To: 


as not attracted to Fianna Fáil, nor was he under the spel 


n Johnson's Labour 


Partv for instance, and when Sean Russell and P. A. Murray travelled to Russia in 


June 1925, he sent Boland post haste after them 


Likewise Frank Aiken. De Valera slept with him in the home of James Cullinane, 


Bliantas, in the Monavullagh Mountains of C 
of March, 1923, discussing Cease Fire proposals, and the political aftermath 


Tomas O Maoleóin speaks of their rel itionship in 1925; “Aiken was very friendly 


with De Valera; he fawned upon him 
ttledge however, trained in Trinity C ollege, and qualified as a solicitor in 1918; 
As a Sinn Féin T.D for West Mayo from May 1921, 


and then North Mayo, he had no difficulty being elected for Fianna Fail when that 


call came. Appointed in March 1932, Minister for Lands and Fisheries, he was pro- 
933. Already wealthy 


Waterford, on the nights of 23rd. and 


Ru 


appears to have kept his distance 


moted to succeed James Geoghegan as Minister for Justice in 1 


in his own right, he had also a large practice as a solicitor in Ballina. 


The Blueshirt disturbances of those years he coped with, but it is significant that 


Dundalk Men 


some months in 1936 during which there was the harsh period in 
R.A was declared illegal on June 18. Gerald Bolan« 


it this time. Shortly afterwards Ruttledge returned to the post but again 


і 
і stood in as 


6 ptember 1939 when, as Bowyer Bell ур it, ‘he 


stepped down in early : 


ssumed to be too gentle to grasp the nettle of coercion.’ Gerald Boland § rasped the 
nettle alright while Ruttledge took on the politically innocuous post of Minister for 


Local Government and Public Health 
Then upon August 15, 1941, an announcement came from the Government 


nformation Bureau that he had resigned mem 1 f the government and had 


been appointed to the sinecure of Solicitor-General to s of Court. Despite the 


y censorship newspapers described the announcement as a surprise. But was 
h 


? Young Richard Goss had been executed five days before; others had died in 1940 


ind more would die or be executec the exhausting struggle against militant 


republicanism. Patrick J Ruttledge may not have wished to continue to be a party 
in that struggle. Patrick Ruttledge died on May 8, 1952 
COUNTY LOUTH MEN (+ 2 Girls) SENTENCED OR EXECUTED IN THI 
FORTIES: 
Note: The Official Figure for the Number of Internees from County Louth is 27 
County Louth is fourth in the Order of Counties, as to numbers of 
those imprisoned after Counties I ublin, Kerry and Cork. Between 


Imprisonment and Internment our Count as follows is 49 


Joe Dundalk Interned 
John (Hungie) Jrogheda Interned 
James Jundalk 3 years 

Patrick Dundalk Interned 


Clarke Michael Yundalk 3 years 
Collins William (Buddy) Drogheda Interned 


Deery Anthony "undalk 7 years 

Duffy George Dundalk Interned 
Duffy Patrick Dundalk Interned 
Duffy Peter Dundalk 4 years 


Farrell Sean - nterned 
Faulkner George g é nterned 
Finglas Andrew Drogheda nterned 


Gaughran William Dundalk 2 years Isle of Wight 
Geeney Clement Dundalk nterned 

Gil. James Dundalk ) years 

Goss Richard Dundalk Executed Aug 9, 1941 
Green Tom Dundalk nterned 

Grey Patrick Dundalk 3 years 


Dundalk Men 


Grogan Larry Drogheda Sentenced and Interned 
Grogan Tom Drogheda 52 Day Hunger Strike 


Halpenny Gerard Dundalk 12 years Isle of Wight 
Hartigan James (Jimbo) Dundalk Interned 
Hoey Charles Drogheda 6 Months, then Interned 
Hoey Paul Drogheda Interned 
Hughes Tom Ashe Dundalk Interned 
Hinchy John Dunleer Died in Mountjoy 

28, December 1942 


Larkin Barney Dundalk 3 years 


Moore Frank Dundalk Interned 

Murphy Bernard Dundalk Interned 

Murphy Patrick Dundalk 14 Years and 12 strokes 

of Cat. Portlaoise. 

Murphy Paddy Joe Dundalk 3 years 

Murphy Tommy Dundalk Interned 

Mc Elroy Tom Dundalk 3 years 

Mc Kevitt Mick Dundalk Interned 

Mc Quaile Edward Drogheda Interned 

Mc Quaile Joseph Drogheda Interned 


Nixon Oliver Dundalk Interned 


O’ Callaghan Barney Dundalk Interned 
O' Callaghan Joseph Dundalk Imprisoned in Portlaoise 
O'Farrell Sean Dundalk Interned 
O'Hagan Carmel Dundalk Interned 
O'Hagan Patsy Dundalk Interned 


Plunkett George Dundalk Interned 


Rogan Joseph Dundalk Interned 
Rooney Jimmy Drogheda Interned 


Shaw Joe ‘Angel Dundalk Interned 


14 years and 12 strokes of 


Stewart William Dundalk 
the cat 


Tuite Mattie Julianstown Interned 
Drogheda. 


Walsh Tom Dundalk Interned 
Wynne James Dundalk Interned 
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which fronts the old jail; the jail long ago 
pressive barrack edifice 


1 with Cresce irrack 


War executions. Th« 


Not to be confuse 
"ing the scene of criminal hangings ar 


s then the Governor › replaced by apart 


fronting it 
ments 
speaker, first came to notice, on 


) Trinity College, when he proposed 


ipt. Jack White, short tempx red commanding 


üng of November 12, 1913, in an upst 
ntervene in the great labour dis- 


mmended, to general approval, 


e committes 


1 
gue it then became a very short step 


1 Citizen Army. Six evenings 


White had sufficiently advanced th« 


For the ( 


the formation - which was done 
ater, now. givinj vishly of his time and mone К 


ance to read to a meeting of about а hundr 
id movement to o 


i, a telegram of encouragement from 


mood of re 


Roger Casement. ‘I hope it will be 


inise and drill’; as 


In à улак 5] 
ed it did. That meeting was held in the Antient Concert Rooms, Pearse Street, as both the 


fansion House and Trinity were barred to White 


Tony Deery was one of the few mourners present Hermann Goertz was laid to 
on Mav 26, 1947; Deerv had, on LR.A instructions, endeavoured to supply 


Abwher 11. Prior to th« 
isked by Oglaigh na h-Eireann to work at Upper 


st in Deansgrange 
Post Office raid in Dundalk he had 


transmitter link for him with 

'd there as a wireless technician. When 
»rassil Street, Dublin, for ‘Mr. Robinson’, he replied that he had no transmitter; the LR.A 
promised to look for one, and shortly after one arrived through the help of Michael Kinsella 


factory that Army. He met Goertz on one occa 


from the same turned out sets for the Free State 
sion only, he says, in Miss Coffey's house i although remaining in almost daily 
t through a third party 


ontact 


See Harry for a note on the McDowells of 


arry, and also Sean O'Neill's : 


1 


5a. At the age of seven, he was present at the re-interment of six Republicans executed in 


the military barrack 
home visiting from America 


by the Free State. On this occasion in 1924 they opened fire, killing a loc 


man, Hughes 


Tom Мс Elroy and Peter Duffy in Aug h sentenced, Duffy to 14 years, and 


three years by the Tribunal 


6 
Mc Elroy te 


Tom Murphy was Battalion О.С in later retired to farm in Co. Kilkenny 


h the neck, most likely from a Branch man’s gun. In evi 

t although Goss was close to him; while the pri 
tind. T could not have been Goss, who for the 
On August 9, at the age of 26, Ritchie was exe 
ictice at that time, the announcement in 


8. The lieutenant was shot throu 
dence he stated that he had not heard the т 
vate soldier was shot in the abdomen fror 
while he held him had only threatened him 
cuted at 5.45. a т in Portlaoise Prison. As was the рг; 


the newspapers was confined to 13 lines 


Ч 


lhe former ‘high security prison’, on the fringe of the town entering from Dublin, wa 
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ierely im 
s he received from Dublin. Att he had been ter irs governo 
] been governor in Dundal | der the British regi Deputy Governor 


rumlin Road 


|i them 


5 buried within the Pri: but reinterred at Johnstown Cemetery near Fethard 


; his sister then re 


Portlaoise 
v it concerns. This is to notify you that unless I am released before Friday 19, inst 
will be compelled to go on hunger strike until I a was signed in Irish 
n evidence, Major R.W s stated that there were standing instructions from the 


ustice that under no circumstar ild prisoners be released by virtue of 


remarks 


Intemperate and offensive’, Gerald i, Minist stice, said of his 


hich were directed at the prison system gene rally 


References are from Survt econd edition 
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How hard is my fortune 

And vain my repining, 

The strong rope of fate 

For this young neck 15 twining! 
My strength is departed 


My cheeks sunk and sallow, 


While I languish in chains 


In the jail of Clonmala 


The Convict of Clonmel, from the Irish 18c 


Pierce Fennell 


PIERCE FENNELL: 


OF CARRIGAHOLT. 


1 County Clare man who grew up in the Movement; who was involved in more 
scraps and scrapes than one could count, and who ended up travelling the world 

Му father was John Fennell and his father was a farmer in Carrigaholt. My father 
trained as a carpenter and went to Limerick. | ventually after a few years in Limerick 
he joined Irish Lights and became a lighthouse keeper. His wife would be from 


Carrigaholt. Roche was her name; her people and his people were always mixed up 


in politics. I was brought up in the lighthouses, but my father was not involved in 


politics of any sort as Trinity House was a British institution His brothers however 


were involved before even 1916 in the troubles. Eddie Fennell, his brother, was a 


у 


commander of small units around Kilkee and Carrigaholt. He was present when 


1 


British soldiers or marines came ashore in Carrigaholt, in March 1918. They had a 
little reading room where Irish was taught down there, and when they delayed to 


come out of the room the soldiers charged in with fixed bayonets and injured a num- 


ber, killing one. A chap called Russell died, when a bayonet was thrust through him 
he was from Kerry. There is a plaque there on the wall to commemorate him.(1) 

I was born in 1918. There were three children in the family, two girls and myself 
АП the family are dispersed now. My younger sister Una is in America for the past 
50 vears, and my older sister Maura is dead. The old lady’s family are from 
Doonaha, about three miles from € arrigaholt. They were the Roches and were 
involved in the Republican movement. Both Fennell and Roche families received 
xovernment for the rest of their lives They were no 


pensions from the Fianna Fail £ ) 
v changed over to Fianna Fáil; you might say that 


longer involved in the LR.A. The 
they had been bought off 

As far as І can remember my mother always spoke about her contacts and the 
things she did. She ran the Post Office in Carrigaholt, so she could intercept 
telegrams from the British Admiralty, passing them as information to the R.A at the 
time: that would have been to the Roches and Fennell's. In fact the time that the bay- 
e in Carrigaholt, they had tipped them off the morning before 


onet charge took plac 
ould be in the mood for fight. My moth- 


that the British forces were coming in and w 
er used to tell stories of this, so that listening to her and learning various things led 


me to a particular line-of thought 
The first recollection I have about how politics impinged upon me was in 1932 
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oking for the boi 
ection of politic $ 
country throughout my entire 
; in Skibbereen; I think we were 
is easier then to tra 
a British officer 


re і 
re trav 


› travelled in a Model 
ere all cut up 
with furniture in it 
| sitting up оп Ш 
eventually but it 
place where I went to school 
remained some \ T but eventually we Valencia and 
Co. Dublin. ‹ urs after that we went from there to the South 
Inisheer, (Inis Thi: Islands. І can remember the first liner 
g into Galway; her name wa nera 1 Stuben, of the Hamburg Amerika 
is blown up some time after that in the M literranean with a cargo of 


iboard. We were on the South Island ligh that time and I was going to 


І had started school in Valencia ii ; class, and then to high infants on 


Inisheer. The school teacher was an « it I can't think of his name now. We did a 


couple of vears on the island. They were always trying get me to learn Irish. | 
Id 


ould understand what they were saying but could not ат [he islanders 
told me that Irish was a bloody waste of time and I believed them. When they got 
is far as Galway they had to start talking English. The Irish language was useless to 
them there. To preach it or write about it may be alright, | o put too much empha 
sis on it means terrific money going into it and it is money going down the drain. It 
is a load of god damn rubbish, and in my opinion they will never recover it. If the 
CA 


same money went into creating jobs we would need less U.S.A visas 


We went from there back to Skerries for three years, and at this time lived on 


shore while my father was in Rockabill; the old lighthouse there. We were there the 
year of the Eucharistic Congress, 1932. 1 was also there and a fellow, who lived next 
door, a very nice fellow who flew the Atlantic in June 1930, Paddy Saul, was the co 
pilot and radio operator, along with Charles Kingsford-Smith.(2) He lived in one of 
Fulton’s houses 

The light house families always lived ashore. My father did ten days on and ten 
days off. Sometime in those years we were on holidays in Carrigaholt when a plane 
piloted by Captain McIntosh and James Fitzmaurice, that set off to cross the 
Atlantic, came down on Beale strand in Kerry opposite Carrigaholt. It was there for 


Напа to be 


ometimes 


owned the 


ind they 


would have been the first lady 


ver in Ireland 


ut to Inisheer to live in tl 


\ and they arranged for us to stay in Galway 


LIFE IN GALWAY; DRINKING IN THE OLD MALT: 


lived in various parts of Galway; in Barna, Salthill Spiddel, in our first years 


ing up now to 1935/36 and I am getting interested in politics. I finished 


to navigation school, doing navigation with a man 


mariner. He taught at the Tech. in Galway, and I must 


could put it across. The Blueshirts then were coming into the Tech, and w« 


t them. I don't know why, but most of us fellows took an instin« 


' starting to fight 
T А : 
lislike to them. They were marching in the streets, and I started to take sides 


then and joined the L.R.A in Galway under Máirtín О Cadhain and Fursey and Ned 
Walsh, there were six brothers of them. I spent a lot of my time drinking in the Old 


in the High Street in Galway owned by Walsh's. Drilling down around 
s and clowning with them, and doing one bit of damage after another. І was 
in Galway when De Valera came to unveil the statue of Pádraig O Connaire 


Somebody put a blue shirt on Pádraig, but the cops spotted it and got the blue shirt 


off before Dev came 
is in Galway when thev burnt the film, Gallipoli, I was not involved in it.(3) 


Half of the jobs were declared official afterwards in the Old Malt depending on what 
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o recognise them or not to 


bale of blue 
'vervone was talking 
Ivers and go up 

› to this bale. Then 

but it looked like 

practice shoots at 

nmore in trenches, and we used to go out ant »y would leave the bullets in the 


nches in rabbit holes for us. At night some of the soldiers would fling the 3035 
wall e would bring everything we und into the Malt House 

fellow who frequented the ( 1а Malt House, that I won't readily for- 

» died on hunger strike after, was Tony I rcv. | was down in Clare at this time 

was on mv way back to Galway. I had some 200 pounds of T.N (4) with me and 

lew myself up that time, for I ran into a wall wever Tony gave me about 

; of forty five stuff in the Old Malt House that I was looking for at the same 


ET TIE i r! 1] rom th, › 1 n unde 
ti anyone à l y and 1 temoer ти ] am an undet 


he business. The Old Malt House was a place you could get killed in; 


fellows came in drink there as well, and there was always 


stood on the counter with a broken 

He was swinging it at anyone who came near him. It took five of 

5 to overcome him and the left him 1 ynscious outside the door. We put 

n a dance in the Taibhdhearc one night for Republican funds Ned and Paddy were 

:t the door and Fursey and I were on the inside door taking the tickets [he crowd 

came in followed bv two fellows; Fursey Walsh asked for their tickets [hey said 

thev had no tickets; we are detectives. I don't care what you are, says Fursey, you are not 

tine in here without fucking tickets. I was at the second door where we would take 

the tickets and tear them up, ar was watching for what might happen. It finished 

up anyway that Fursey hit one fellow and I hit the other one and then the row start- 

ed. We pushed them out on to the street and they ran for the barracks and brought 

down about 20 cops. We were not put off by the show of force. We got the crowd out 
from the hall and we slaughtered them outside in the street 

The day Duffy came to Galway, I g lit open that day. God, will I ever forget 

it. There was about 2,000 cops in the square there in ( ;alway. І remember one of the 

Walsh's designating myself and two other fellows to do a job. And the job they gave 

is was; Duffy was in this hotel and they said when he is coming through the door, 


there will be a fellow in front of him with a flag. It is your job to take the flag: get the 
flae. To me that meant nothing, no problem at all. I reckoned being handy 
with mv fists I could take a flag from anyone. All O'Duffy's supporters were around 
the hotel door and we moved in among them. Then this party came through the 
door with the Blueshirt flag, and my mates were there were too, and we jumped for- 
ward and swiped it. But they must have expec ted us, for when I came to after being 
knocked out, I was about 25 feet from the hotel door. I did not know what happened 
but I was split and pumping blood all over 
[he platform for O’Duffy was further over in Eyre Square; I don't know w ho did 
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it but one of our crowd ran in through the hotel door, up the stairs and out through 
a window, He jumped out of the window and straight through the roof of a car, 
O'Duffy's car. The cops then baton charged us right to the bottom of the hill, to 
where a cinema used to be, it was burnt down before that and a lot of people were 
burnt at the time. Then it was a garage, Higgins’, but around the corner there were 
lines of broken stones for road repairs. We lured them around the corner and then 
we pelted them with stones; it was like bullets with the rocks flying as we belted 
them up the street, it was crazy. There was an old docker there, Michael John Burke 
and another fellow; they were not in the I.R.A but were anti-establishment. I remem- 
ber one of them getting up on an old weighbridge there in Galway and I got up with 
him, and the cops came up on ladders to the top of the weighbridge and knocked 
both of us off. It was about 14 foot of a jump. No quarter. 

BODENSTOWN BANNED: 

[ was out in the Aran Islands on holidays for a couple of weeks with the old man 
in 1936. It was the year De Valera banned the I.R.A and stopped them from going to 
Bodenstown. He had turned his back on the Republic and was cracking down on us 
instead. Ned Walsh came down and knocked at the door; I was living in Barna at the 


n 


ht, we are taking the trucks to 


time. He said; look, you have to be in Galway toni, 
Bodenstown. We are not going to lie down under this. | said I am only after coming back 


and I cannot get in until nine or ten o'clock, what time is the last one going? There 
was a chance of a lift in a car; with himself and another fellow, he said. Leo Fagan 
was with us; he was a fellow I had recruited into the LR.A 

When I came back into the house, the old fellow said; what is all that about. I said, 
Bodenstown is banned but I am going in the morning, and he said, you are not going; and 
Г said, I bloody well am going. And one word borrowed another and I said I was going; 
so he was resigned, but he left a few bob for me. So myself and Fagan сус led in to 
Galway, and we got in about 2 o'clock to the Old Malt House. We were banging the 
door and the daughter opened the window and whispered down, would you clear 
away altogether, they have all been arrested. So we took off around the town and 
there was murder; they had the army out and lorries across the road and they were 
trapping fellows everywhere. l'here was a football match in Dublin that day, so we 
decided to go up in the train and pull the communication cord near Sallins. We got 
on the train alright; but they spotted us and they rushed the train, but we got out the 
other side and took off. 

Ihere were about 20 of our lads arrested that night, and I was very annoyed 
about it afterwards when Ned Walsh told me that Maurice Roe who was the 
sergeant in charge of the barracks in Eglington Street who had given them rashers 
and eggs for their breakfast; and here we were lying in ditches up to out eyes in pud- 
dles and shit all night. Why did we not get arrested; we could have had rashers and 
eggs 

Peadar O'Flaherty was an instructor at 
came to Galway giving lectures and talks. I was appointed a se 
something like that. We used to drill down at the docks; near an old hospital where 
antine, and the fellow in the unit who used to 


this time, travelling the country; and he 
ction commander or 


they used to put the-sailors in quar 
drill us was a fellow by the name of Jim Fay; he was one time in the Free State Army. 
If we had a meeting of the battalion in Galway about 300 of us would then go 
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illing out at Ballybrit race course; we would have some one up on the stand with 
binoculars watching for the police cars 

l'here was one incident when we were drilling in some old field and a cat drew 
» with a detective and a guard in it. The detective came through the crowd and he 
м 


и 
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said to Ned Walsh and Billy, they were the most prominent blokes in charge, that 
would arrest Ned. He whipped out an old revolver ind the crowd moved in on him 
Ned said to him fire away but it will be your last shot. At that he put the gun away 
and left us alone. The fellow who did the drilling was Jim Fay, ex-Free State Army 
man and also a builder; he was later interned in the Curragh 

І met O'Flaherty in a hotel in Galway with О Cadhain and Ned Walsh. Myself 
and this fellow from Barna were at the meeting which was about guns and bombs 
and all that. It was near the docks in a Galway hotel, and we had cycled in from 
Barna. I think Tony D'Arcy was there as well. I remember having a quick talk with 
O'Flaherty: I could not understand what was going on with republican literature 
and I was cheesed off. It was all right talking about guns and bullets but where were 


we going. What is going on in Dublin, I said to him. We are pt led down here; we don't 
| 


' what is happening. I was very annoyed the arrogance of his reply; look, he 

with vou fellows what is happening in Dublin, that is for head 

you are the army. You hav 

business being political. I took note of the answer, but from that day on I tried to 

find out more about the political thing other than the military side. As it went on 

and on, I found that my allegiance no longer lay with the LR.A but with the 

Connolly side of things. I started to read Connolly's books, and that put me into the 

communist bracket; in other words it was not communist philosophy but Connolly 
philosophy, which to me is the same thing 

BAGS OF GUNS: 

I left Galway in 1937 and came down to Carrigaholt; my father was then on the 
lighthouse at Loop Head. I had left home at that stage and was living in Carrigaholt 
with my mother's people I was running an old hackney car as a means of livelihood 
but I had wrecked it. I wrecked two cars between 1937 and 39 and I left Carrigaholt 
broke. I tried to reorganise things because there was nobody in € arrigaholt except 
one fellow from Dunbeg, a tailor, Keane; his people were in the LR.A and I got him 
sack in with me, but he was lukewarm. The first time I tried to make contact was an 


1 


л. І came in here to Kilkee to 


Easter Sunday, I wanted to get Easter Lilies; to sell then 
see a powerful bloke who had been in but was now sick of it, T.J. Ryan. So I met T.] 


and asked him where I could get Lilies; he sent me down to Kilrush, to a fellow there 


who is still alive, named Blunnie Sino. He was involved with the Gilmores, Frank 
Ryan and TJ. Ryan in the big Kilrush strike when a ‘tec named Leahy shot one of the 
lads on the platform. He gave the lilies to me, and I sold then in Carrigaholt and got 
arrested for selling them. Then I contacted Callaghan's crowd and the Lowe's of 
Kilrush. All the time that I was with the Clare crowd they could not understand why 
І was with them; they were suspicious of m« I started picking up guns, but I never 
handed the guns in. I kept them for myself; they were annoyed about this. After 
internment they had a meeting to try and take them off me, and I said, try it, but they 
never did. These were private guns of my own; they did not belong to the Army, so 
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I was going to hold them. 

[here was а ‹ hap killed at Cross a few years before with a high powered sniper's 
rifle, and that rifle was taken from him by the R.I.C, but a fellow dug it up after- 
wards and gave it to me. There was no stock on it and I put a stock on it and it 
turned out to be a lovely Hornet with Martini action; a single shot Hornet; and I had 
that gun for a number of years, and a shot gun 

I then got a 45 with two notches on the butt of it and it belonged to a fellow, 
Paddy Naughton, from outside Limerick. I got it from a fellow in Foynes; and I gave 
a cop a belt over the head with it one night. He carried a Webley, so I took it off him 

name of Willie 


and I had that. I got another snub nosed 45 from a fellow by the 
Hartnett who was in the LR.A in Limerick as well. The cops in '38 raided 
Carrigaholt; a few of the mates I knocked around with sold me out to the cops. They 
raided all the houses of my relations; the Post Office, my old fellow's house and all 
They got none of the revolvers, but Eddie Fennell de ided to hand up the s iotgun 
and the rifle that was hidden at his house. I told him if he did it was his responsi- 
bility not mine. I would never willingly give a gun to a Stater 

Eddie was my father’s brother. He handed in the rifle and the shotgun and he 
said he had them since the troubles; and of course there was no prosecution, and 
that is how I lost those two guns. That was in 1939. 

37 as I mentioned before I was in Carrigaholt and I had the old hackney car 
down there. I went to the Galway races and met Leo Fagan again, and we got drunk 
togetherand I went straight through the wall at Knocknacarra at the top of the golf 
course hill; I was leaving Leo home. It was smashed to pieces and Leo's head and 
my own split open, I never saw Leo since and he is dead now. The car was a Morris 
but I brought her back and repaired her. 1 did a bit of work in a garage in Spiddel, 
belonging to Jim Dillon who knew а bit about cars; she was a утес К and І traded her 
in and ought a V8. I collected in the country a couple hundred pounds of T.N.T (4) 
and detonators, and | supplied the ¢ ;alway battalion with them. I went to Galway 
with about 70 pounds in the car, and I went in to the Twelve Pins pub in Barna, Paddy 
Long ran it at that time and the chap that owned it was from Spiddel 
Twelve Pins and a solicitor who was staying at Lord 


Kilanin’s place in Spiddel was coming along the road doing about sixty and we 


crashed in the middle, right into Donlon's pub; a fellow got jammed between the 
two cars and he died afterwards. The road was littered with T.N.T and detonators 


I crossed the road at the 


We could all have gone up. When I got out of the car the chassis was broken in two 


and the four doors were hanging off. I had sense enough to get rid of the T.N.T; I hid 
it behind the ditch temporarily, and the cops came out and the fucked me from a 
height, and they threatened me not to take the car out as 1t was not insured. But I got 


the car running again, and I delivered the [.N.T and got back to Clare about two in 
a year with the New Ireland 


. RO 
the morning. I had comprehensive insurance for £52 


[һе insurance company offered to give me back my money if I got insurance else- 


where. But I would not desert the New Ireland 
We had to import a chassis in from America, as the insurance company would 


not give me a new car. They gave me one new door and they rolled out the others, 


and they gave me a couple of mudguards and I got her back on the road again, but 
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she was a bloody wreck. I used to shift a lot of explosives from one place to anoth 


er and things like that, and then I started with the crowd in Kilrush, doing a bit of 


drilling and acting the clown 

PERSONALITIES: 

I remember I was in a field with O'Flaherty and I brought а few comedians with 
me, and O'Flaherty was being very regimental, I thought a bit too regimental, and 
he was giving us a lecture about some army business and it started to rain. The fel 
low next to me said, tell him to shut up until the rain stops; and І said, you try it. He 
intentionally kept on talking to see who would break first, and he would then open 
up and tell whoever it was that it was no way to be a soldier for old Ireland and all 
that bull shit. I drove Máirtín Calligan and O'Flaherty down to another place that 
night. O'Flaherty more ог less travelled Ireland on an old bicycle in those days. I did 
not see him afterwards until I met him in the Curragh 

Ó Cadhain it seemed to me would not elaborate or talk to the squaddy. He was 
always conversing in undertones with the brass. He seemed to me to be more on the 
literary side of things and in the Gaelic League than w hat I was interested in. None 
of them seemed to touch on it; the working economic issue on what they were going 
to do for the plain people of Ireland. Not one of them wanted to talk about it. O 
Cadhain anyway always wanted to talk to you in Irish, knowing that you did not 
understand him, I would say; would you fuck off Mairtin. They say he died as a social 
ist; O Cadhain to my mind was nothing but a bloody fascist and a right winger also 
in the Curragh. His notion was based on the same thing as De Valera; a Gaelic 
Ireland, talking bloody Irish and dancing at the cross roads 

I was trying to make a living at this time and earn a few bob, but I was drinking 
heavily; I was taking chances and rambling around the country as well. 

I still kept contact with the I.R.A. In my few years in € lare I could not stay away 
from meeting the characters here. Calligan was the real hard man with the bullets, 
but we had the two other fellows in Kilrush. One of the was an Irish school teacher, 
3rian Lowe; he was much on the same base line as O Cadhain, but a lot more reli 
gious than O Cadhain.(5) 

Ó Cadhain did not talk a lot about religion with me and I never knew what his 
background was. But Lowe was a religious fanatic and he had a brother who said, 
ves, to every thing he did. They were all in the Curragh later. He is dead now. Later 
he went around with Calligan blowing his coal, and speaking off walls about the 
Republic 

The Tommy guns were taken from a factory on the east coast of America. John 
Joe Sheehy himself told me that in 1936 they were in America with the team, and 
that they all brought trunks, and that each of the trunks on the liner was filled with 
Tommy guns. They had a bit of trouble when they got to Cork. One fellow on the 
team was a Fine Gael bloke, and they were afraid that he would do something or say 
something and the whole lot would be captured. But before arrival in Cork they got 
him half drunk and then they helped him ashore. He was so grateful he made no 
reference to anything. 

I did hear that the guns were distributed and some of them were found in Mayo 
much later. God be good to the Staters but they must be right rusty by now Russell 
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had a dump of his own, I heard, and it was controlled by a Fianna Fail bloke. When 
Russell died in 1940 no one knew who this fellow was or the reason Russell had it 
with him for safe keeping 

I did not have much time for Sean Russell down the years, I do not think hi: 


method would have been a good method from what I know of who was who in the 


inisation and who to ; d who not to trust. T.J. Ryan he was arrested in 

8; he had been arrested many t in the thirties. He was living here in Kilkee 
knew he had contacts. He was \ nuch a man of the Gilmore stamp. I as 

7 what were the chances of getting out to Spain and he told me he would 

t up; he came back and said he could not make head or tail of it, or how I could 

et there. But then I was in Carrigaholt and there was a chap there named Keane 

fter being fired off the | 's, and I said to him one night; the best thing wi 

volunteer for Spain. He said, all right, I will write the letters. He wrote anyway 

ind about three days afterwards he sai had got an answer. I said I would meet 

him in a pub that night and I got the letter and it said, OK no problem 
| } оте "t he 


He said, 


гап? 1 said you have writ 


and he said, you were going to write your bloody self and you didn't. So we had our 


ууп civil war down there that night 

When I was in Galway, a brother of Jimmy Joe Reynolds was a mechanic in 
Elwoods; I was living in Spiddel at the time and did a bit of work in a little garage 
there that Jim Dillon had. It is now a house. The only thing I know about Jimmy Joe 
afterwards was talking to his brother Johnny, who had remained at home on the 


farm. Charlie was a foreman in the Tuam Sugar Company, but that did not save him 


from being interned also 

We always had a discussion about what happened; we had trouble finding out 
Jimmy Joe was an expert. From what I heard anyway it was that one of the cases had 
X on it, and they were in Sligo before they were transferred up to Castlefin It was 
suggested at one time that it was a ring on Jimmy Joe's finger. We will never know 

I knew there was a bombing campaign intended for the North and I was more 
or less in agreement with that; but the bombing campaign in England, I could see no 
sense in it. I though it was crazy because of the lack of equipment and finance we 


: sd ов besides: Strik 
had here, we were not capable of integrating and a lot of other things besides. Strik 


it the heart alright if you are able and equipped for it 

ON THE HIGH SEAS: ‘ н 
Moss Twomey, I considered was a bit to the right and fairly religious, but at the 
same time a good military man and a great diplomat. A very nice fellow. | met him 


several times, and he used to talk about being on the run; he had spent a bit of time 


in a pub called Molly Behan’s in ¢ arrigaholt. I think De Valera spent a bit of time 
there in days gone by. Moss was a fellow who did not open up very much, I did not 
talk politics with him. If you did talk to those fellows in those day and you asked 
them straightforward questions, they were of the opinion you were looking for 


information. So vou were better off to shut your mouth and have your own ideas, 


and by doing that distance yourself from the bloody Movement. There was а lot of 


mavericks in those days including myself. I was trying to make a living, and no mat- 
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і number of months 


ler { iptain Good | 


sport 
рот 
i 


1 ind 


o I just abandoned it. It was hard now what to do, trying to 
igh; vou were reading any books vou could get; listening to other fel 
› to various rhetoric; trying to make a living. There were crazy blokes 
› about blowing up Britain hers that were talking politics. It was very hard 
join and what to do or who to talk to. Without a passport I had 
ed to be a seaman by April 1940 
GUEST OF THE NATION: 
[he detective cars were watching me s was going around Skerries with no 
іу. Punching in their ertime ppose І decided to come back 
to find out what was | pening in the Movement there, to find 
another job or something. I left Dublin one morning and arrived in Ennis; it was 
ibout the first of June, and I met a fellow in I ;. At that time there was a milk 
п and the army were transporting the milk to Dublin in trucks.(7) My mate 
is in the army and he was driving one of the trucks; but he had a row with an offi 


so he drove the truck over a ditch and he got six months in the Glasshouse for 


He was a local fellow here in Kilkee, and he had come out that night very dis 
enchanted and I met him in Ennis. His brother was living in Daragh about five miles 
Ennis. I had no money so we decided to g« wn to Daragh and we stayed the 

ght in Joe Keane's house. I stayed there and it was a Saturday night. On the 


Sunday morning I came out with an old suitcase on to the road looking for a lift to 
Kilrush or Kilkee on my wav to Carrigaholt, about twelve o'clock in the day 


A car passed me with two blokes in it. They pulled up and came back and asked 


if I wanted a lift, and I said ves. I told them I was going to Kilrush, so when we came 


to Kilrush they said they had a bit of business to do and if I went and had a drink 
they would be going on later to Kilkee. I did not have any money so I said I would 
stay in the car if they didn't mind. What did they do only pull up outside the bloody 

wrack. The superintendent in the barrack, a fellow bv the name of Dawson, knew 
me only too well. Dawson peered out the window; 1 could see the old face of him 

me and he came out 
come a [ [| 

you in the ca! 


t thy 


Hh ] ‚ 
те I ее days a пе 


ра 


; (and this was June 2, 1940), you might as well stay in. Dawson was alrig 


aight enough fellow. Doing his job I suppose. There were four of us brought in 
from Kilrush that night; we were taken in a car to Ennis barracks and when we got 
to Ennis barracks there was another crowd in from around that area. There was a fel 
low Scanlan from Ennis, and Hourigan who worked in the Mental Hospital. We 


re a big number and we did not know one another. We were all handcuffed and 


l with anything 


n a truck for Limerick. Now, please remember we were not harged т 
t worst we were about to be interned purely on suspicion Yet here we were being 
а like the Jews and the vagabonds in Hitler’s extermination camps 


[ had read a book a few months before on Houdini and on how to escape out of 


handcuffs, so I took the handcuffs off; no problem, ind threw them away. Over the 


side, onto the road. So much for Gerald Boland’s cuffflinks. When we got 
Limerick and we were lined up in William Street barracks and this prick came to 


' handcuffs off us, a Sergeant Mulroy; he was annoyed with me and asked 


appened the handcuffs. I said ч 
Ve met the Limerick crowd and some of the Tipperary crowd. We were put ina 
big room and left waiting; there would have been about a hundred of us at the tims 


hat night we were handcuffed and put in trucks as we were heading for Limerick 


Jail. When we arrived in the jail we were lined up once more and they found I had 


lost my handcuffs again so there was a row about that. Some poor sod in Limerick 


got a free pair of handcuffs out of it. The one thing that got me down was the fol 


lowing day in Limerick, out in the yard. Brian Lowe was a well known characte 


round Kilrush and he stood up and gave a lecture that we were the LR.A and we 


going to be told by the Governor to do this or to do that; we would do 


things our way but under his command. We were idiots of course and took this ver 


batim, he seemed so genuine about it. We spent a few days in Limerick Jail, and then 


we were taken out handcuffed as usual in the early morning, and I was handcuffed 


to Paddy Mc Namara from Kilrush - he later joined the К.А. 
Each two were handcuffed together with 


and the guards clam 


bered into the truck with us going to Cor! 
wd in between. I told Paddy I would take the handcuffs off and if there w 
down we would make a jump for 1t But it did not work out; they kept up 

| the way. I fired the handcuffs through a window in ( ork. Mulroy, the 
I still had no handcuffs on but this time I told 


int from Ennis, met me in there 


M1 
rot into Cork about twelve in the day and were at once put into cells around 
were st: по as we had nothing to eat; I was young at the time and | 


vould eat the side of a mountain. We were talking out of the windows to one anoth 
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in fu 
So I said, right lads, we took 1 he bed and turned it up 
knocking the door down, but tl vas a steel plate in th« 


ime there was racket ill along th cells and some fellows 


going to break out. Then a P.A came and opene y door and 


doors were thrown 

o the other doors in my 
shed the lot of them; I 
''t; there was little 


оте 


iround 


a corner cell so life 


one of tht 


m Limerick and 


up about hi 


1 


ESCAPE PLANS 


гиц 
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isn't going t yn the floor; not bloody likeh еу brought d 
1e problem was I had e legs of the bed and had the files up in the 
"1л Л 1 ok hos ^ 1 
ttling issed over; they mselves made so much nois: 
own cell | got beaten up | 
ell Powell that I had the 


ту cell a mat vas going OI these 1 ight before they let 


hre 
1 í 
where for a 
s another bl 


topped 


7 


when І heard the machine 


in the convent windows, 
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| not have happened. I could never ve the nuns after that; they were 


Prior to the tunnel episode and to show you the sort some of these nuns were, I 
will tell of a method we had to send out lett ould kick them sub rosa in a rag 
ball over the jail wall on to the road. This day sending out two letters; the lan- 
| in them was cruel. One was \ in Carrigaholt. I put both into 
an old rag ball that we used for kicking over the jail wall, and a kid would come up, 
and he would run with the ball and take etters and post them. In fact another 
me I put some handcuffs in and sent them to a fellow called Kelleher in Cork, but 
got them afterwards. This day any ball too hard and it went 


way icked the 
the 


е convent grounds. The kid climbed ov 


run him; she gave the ball back in to 'overnor and my letters were stopped 
igain. So the Reverend Mother was the fly in tl 


wall but the nun came out and 


е ointment there, you need be under 
no misapprehension about that 


'ligion was concerned as taboo for a few 


others too but no matter. One evening 


shouting his head off. The blokes came up ther 


ind say the Rosary. We did not want to 


IE с 


* Brian Lowe was down on the ground floo: 


and ordered us out of our cells to go 
Sa Rosary; І remember kneeling down 
<nee on the platform with Johnny Power and a few more characters. We 
1 thing, they would go on w itany; I'll never forget this. The 
' it out would say something like ‘Mother most holy’, and the crowd 
would say, 'pray for us'. Instead of answering like that however all our lads from B 
Wing would murmur, 'release us'. We said every invocation. The whole 
bloody thing m: 


ind her 


а 


ind we could get killed anytime 
il souls and the bloody hereafter 
It was all a bloody piece of rubbish 

CONVOYED TO CURRAGH: 


We were ten weeks in Cork before re sent to the Curragh. We did not have 
any classes in our wing; the period \ too brief. It 
‚ооа one; not the old part where lads were held and executed in the Tan and Free 
State time. The P.A’s used to play cards in the cells with the prisoners until an inci 


dent occurred outside, They were going up the city one night and they got att 


was a modern jail and quite a 


by the І.К.А so when they came in next day they were withdrawn, and there 
bit of friction but otherwise there was no hassle. Then one morning about 
we were moving. The windows that hinged inwards had two 

id files and knives. I filled my pockets 
with everything I could find; put then i suit 


were got up and told 


bolts which I had already taken off | 


|! Inc 


ise, and we went down in group 
' were taken out of the gate with ach side of us 

Somewhere in front was Eugene Free State soldiers standing 
vith fixed bayonets > were and I remember Powell 


hands and giving it to an 
Yfficer, saying ieone, for the kid was shaking 


Powell's escape from the 


host in th irragh, and his involvement the 
ittempted Plant escape from Arbour Hill 


ne Powell, from Dean's Lane, Trale« 
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) some thing. ^ loss to his UNIT) ike 1рроѕе, some of us wert 
They brought us to a truck 1 
men in each truck. The опе I was it was Sean Mulcahy, all the Clare crowd 
including Brian Lowe, and a teacher from Milltown Malbay, Mick McMahon, Sean 
l'alty and a chap called O'Connor. They were all in the truck I was in, and then there 
‘ow in the truck between me and the brass, and they threatened to courtmatr 
ne again. We set off for the Curragh with a truck in front full of military, and we 
came behind that. Right behind us was a cut down version of a half ton truck, with 
a Bren gun on the dashboard, and a driver and motor cycle out-riders each side 
With a total of 170 men travelling, it was a long convoy a good job therefore 
the Gerries did not invade that day; the Free State Army would have been otherwise 
а 


drove on for vhile with no one saying a thing in the truck 


innoyed and restless, and I said, the best thing we can do is take off these handcuffs 


} nythine: it is diserace having us handcuffed like this. | pulled out 
taken from the window in Cork and I hit the handcuffs, and the pin 

iped and released the cuff. I did this with them all until I came to sean О Connor 
nd each time I would go to hit his handcuffs he would pull his hand away. I let fly 
іп anyhow and I missed and hit his thumb. He was the only one that arrived at 
' Curragh in our truck handcuffed. I said to Sean Mulcahy; I am getting fed up 


and of course I was a bit of a maverick. I took out a knife then and pulled 


anvas roof of the truck, and the wind whipped the whole roof off our 


Brian Lowe and Mick McMahon attacked me and said, 


t courtmartialled when we і е Cu For what, said 1 


t you Nave done; 


, 
í 


they said. If yor 


, Т laughed, we 


next thing that happened then was, as we went through the villages, the 

cops were on the side of the pavements on security dutv, and we fired every fuck 
ing thing we had at them, including the handcuffs. As we were going past one police 
broke every window. A fellow from Cork then said to me, 1 will hit the 

› with a stone before vou, and as I always was considered a good shot with 

you won't. We had loaded a couple of rocks into the lorry before we 
here was a chap by the name of 


and he had a big load of 


rison, so we started letting fly with them 


| Г 


Kelleher, he was a university student (тогл ( Ork 


ind on top was a dictionary. We had run out of rocks by this time so I got 


d of the dictionary; we were on the look out for a cop, and all of a sudden this 


ap came around a corner and we both fired: anvwav the fellow went down 


was a fucking postman 
member passing Portlaoise ind there was an army fellow standing outside 


| gate in the wall and I had this big butchers knife, and I said to Sean 
1, 1 bet you won't. I put the knife 


In nis f lead, and he said, 
ten, let s make a brea 


within inches of his head. I said to Mulcahy then; lis 


The next bend we go ound ind there was a ladder between us 
ur feet long; you get your side of the ladder and 1 1 and we'll fire it ai 
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ucking ladder and it hit the Bren gun car 


bumped the motor bike rider 

up with his rifle and shouted 

to myself, he is in for i! hen they get him in the Curragh, he 
When we reached the Curragh the trucks pulled up in a сі 
onfusion Eugene Powell saw a chance: he changed coats 


he got about 50 yards befor« 


Plunkett in Cork, got a heap of modelling clay which he pla 
and he had a fellow sitting down modelling his face. I used 


1 I could do be 


him and | 


rned I «x 


ut all I knew 


Tan time 


trom 


middle 
ll turn our backs on | He w d be ostracised then, and no one 
in December 1940 however 
irrived in October; they 
int nothing to a raw 


observed before, that 
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were looking for information. You only asked 


attention to yourself by looking for any 


he always had the impression you 


about your mates, 
information. I know that at first | was probably the only one who did not go to N 
did not go, nor did Tony McInerney and а 


in the camp. After a while Dinny Walsh 


sence could be dangerous, that I was 

t with officialdom when everyone 
to start becoming religious 
[here was no 


more. But it began to dawn on me that a 
' only one in the hut who could make 
It dawned on me that I might have 


1e between the devil and the deep blue sea 


t want to be looked upon as 


lat placed n 
but at the same time I did not wa 


ay I was going to Mass, 


Je contact with a Free State Р.А 
ot after a while of Larry Grogan, the other Н О man у 


1 


he only impression I 
cool and level headed, and the police 


1 very determined bloke 


ifraid of him. Tom Grogan, his brother, 


was a terrible fighter. I was 
Glasshouse after the fire with Larry Grogan, and when we were being hammered up 
ind down to our meals, Tom Grogan’s door was the only one that they did not beat 
^ РА always stood at the other side with a revolver when Grogan was coming out 
in the Glasshouse. It was very spartan 


did look on him as a 
in the weeks after the Fire. Before had been a tunnel started ri 
from me in the hut where the Galway i were. Being friendly with 


lave a crac! 


no one else spoke to me in the hut 


е’; 


icross to 


Galway crowd, I remember one дау 


1 however he was reluctant to talk 
1 


vou, and lid not go in there any mort 


the attitude, fuck 
ourse I reali 


| he I ( 
| | ` low ; лае and pushed it up from 


find their 
w waiting for it to 


houting, and telling brush. The 
ent rollers over the road Is; the roller 


ver this one but it did not crush it in 


HIGH NOON, STAURDAY 14TH. DECEMBER 1940 
М} › burn С. 12, and we did burn 


Vivself and Sean Mul ihv were or lered t« 


hut across the way whk 


| tunnel in it. I he 


but that the flames travelled with the 


six feet between them. They 


had 


» burn the 
another, there being y thirty 
15 for the rations or 


not know. They only 


tunnel 
discovered I do 


re alread 
got burned because 


number of huts burned, but other huts th 
fire to others. We were told to burn ош hut, and wl 
to do it right and not be half hearted about 
plastic wood for making crosses with matche 

wood tubes we cot get and put them along the interna 


vooden walls. We sprung some 


nd when we got the word ok, we cr icked the match 


ee sheet lining and packed 


ehind them 


There 


to me 


; was firing the т 


my 


tunnel of 


VeTCOT 


said to w 


Not ev 
One 


Staters 


and he w 


There 


ame 
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was an old fellow he was in the bed next 


ryone started to run, and 


is on fir 


re. Carlos jumped 


| 


it on his foot. After the second 


window and missed, and he 


ng and he must have thought 


Che 


in a fire, it is the panic 


mp of wood and fired it b 

ird it said tl 

o hell with them, I am not going to panic 
it, and started to walk down a 

' hut. But I did not make it; I 


g to outside the hut on tl 


at both 


rire 
the trouble 


time 


» and flames each 


ne 


you out 
'ryone got 


their 


vas one of 
' bie losses i 


^ to cor 


nas 
pag 


in 


ram 


nement for ten 


fire when more than 


there were a couple of 
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to break the fire extinguishe le ( „А oerg Matthews 
so one of our lads, Jim 


hal id he fell; he was going to hit him again on 


yuld have killed him; but Tommy Sheerin jumped in and hit our lad 


I believe afterwards that Matthews was badly injured, and Sheerin 
] Р 

p it at that stage. We rani | directions, and І ended up at the end 

{ coming in from the gate, right down at the bottom. I would think there 


there. We were trying to push our way up back up, but the sol 


liers were across the entrance with their revoiver Irawn; there was А terrific lot of 

rhetoric going on and some one said, 7 them. With that they opened fire and Bob 
Clancy spun around with a bullet through the stomach. I remember tak 
inother fellow to the wash house and we pulled up his shirt; 

| bullet that was protruding from his back. He had a hole right 

but I left him and went out oin ittle. It could not 

n their defence that w were trving t | ge the gates 
ind the rest shot at this time wer ‹ irds dow 
the playing fiel when t V vere shot ey had cleared 


1 y 
IriVing 


un. I don't know 
oldie 


But the 
Arthur Moynihan, Bob 
П { | 


towards the wash 


the bullets were 


ing out our posse 
everything between tht 


stroy wh: 


f men in the hut 
r only м 
veen. One fellow looking « 


and tried to ge 
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in. But even if, by a miracle, you got a coat and found it was yours, you would find 


it was torn in two halves and was useless. 
We spent the first night lying in rings around the stove with our feet towards the 


stove, and with bits and scraps out of cases under our heads. In the morning when 


you got up, you would have a pain across the back of your neck. I remember the 


night the Germans bombed somewhere, we were lying around the stove having torn 


the partition down, and it was burning in the stove. Suddenly the door broke open 


and the P.A/s ran in and threw a bucket of water into the fucking stove and it explod- 


1 1 Л 
ed; we woke ир and with that there was ashes and steam all over the place, and we 


could hear in the distance the drone of aeroplanes It was like a scene from Kafka 


Chat is one distinct recollection I have, of lying on the floor; we were two days and 


nights there 
There was another group in another hut further down ош line. They must have 


got stools or something. There was some sort ol confrontation because the Kerry 


e and I don't know what happened, but a P. A had à 


revolver and he fired three bullets through the window and they went straight in 


ind out and out the other wall without hitting anybody 
to the Cookhouse for our breakfast, ош 


crowd were down near the stov 


On Monday, December 16 


we were released, and we were рат ding 


first meal in two and a half days. As we were turning the corner the P. A's were 
icross the front gate and they at once opened fire. Casey was behind me and he was 
hit, and the one in front of me was Walt Mitchell, and he was hit too. I saw him go 


lown and spin around; it transpired afterwards that the bullet hit him in the leg 


Casey of course, died 


OUT OF THE PAN AND INTO THE GLASSHOUSE: 


They then started to wash the huts and to shift us from hut to hut. The bed 


boards were burned and would not be r« placed for two vears, so the palliasse rest 


ed on the floor. That did not matter to me as | was bound for somewhere else, name- 


ly the Glasshouse. The period of time in between the burning of the huts and my 


forcible removal, was just 16 days. On New Year's Eve I was asleep in a corner | had 

ind I was startled to hear the door flying open and somebody saying, the 
beard 

vas a lot of burnt wood each side of the door and as I was dragged out, | 

side of the head and I fell into the wood, and a big six 

'etween the huts, and on 


inch nail went 


[ was pulled out then and run up with batons, | 
rate. At the gate there would be already Бош 20 blokes, all handcuffed. I was 
is a Kerry fellow, a big bloke; | think his name 


fahoney. They did not handcuff either of us I had my suitcase with me; what 
ike The Iron Heel 


f itanvwav, and I had a few other things that I still have, li 


‚ to Mick O'Riordan, written by lack London. Guiney said, we are nou 
hat breaks the line will be shot. We started to wall 


ide of us. The one behind me made several 


d into the group where there wi 


nDroa- 
! 


) Hie Gla 


the Glasshouse wi 
on the fingers and tried to make me drop it, a 


yners. I was watching У here we were going and 


' But I decided against it as there were too 
When we arrived in th« 


it the suitcase 
yurite trick, when escorting pris 


fuck it, should I make a run for it 


weapons around, | would have been a sitting duck 
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Glasshouse we were put into cells and locked up. The Staters came around later and 
slated every one of us and I got beaten up. I think the same treatment was applied 
all around 

Looking back on it I now think the reason the other fellow and I were not hand- 
cuffed, they knew me as a bit of a maverick, and they thought I would run and they 
would then shoot the rest. That is my own opinion. Then they came around to each 
cell and they beat up every one of us. I was beaten up that night with fists. That 
became a regular practice 

My recollection of the Glasshouse was, they would come in the morning and ask, 
any complaints? Carroll it was. If you refused to say, sir, Big Ned Gill would hit you 
a belt in the mouth. As a result one morning I was sore all over; and when they 
ypened the door to send you for your breakfast there would be a couple of P.A's 
there and they would try to make you run, and again you were belted. One morn- 
ing I decided I would stand with the bed behind me and take the punch and fall 
upon the bed. But he beat me to it; he gave me a kick on the back of the legs 

hen as I was going down the stairway one morning while Ned was leaning 
over the railing, he gave me ana ick in the arse, and only for the book belong 
ing to O'Riordan which I had padded into my trousers, | would have had a hell of 
a sore arse from all the kicks I got. He did this twice, and I could not think how the 
Christ I would get out of it. But sometimes you would get out of situations without 
planning them. 

Each morning the door opened and the P.A would be outside with a baton, and 
he would sav double, and we would not double, and he would keep poking you 
with the baton. Just before I got to the top of the stairway to go down I changed the 
mug from my right hand to my left, and when I saw Ned's boot coming up, I caught 
him on the ankle with the corner of the mug. He let a yell out of him, and I went 
down those stairs bloody fast that morning. I lost my breakfast; he knocked it ou 
my hand on the way back up and I got no breakfast 


Calligan was across the way from me, and Hunt. They started to write little no 


yn the toilet paper, hiding them behind the toilet seat. The Staters сорр‹ d on to ! 
and as a result they would only give you one sheet of toilet paper. Of course if you 
wrote on the wall you would get into big trouble. Every four or five days you had 
to wash out vour cell, and that being wet, you were transferred to a cell that was 
washed out two davs before. Then they entered and would examine the cell 
Calligan got into this cell, and it was John Hunt who was in it before. He was look 
ing around the cell for names on the walls, and under the window ledge he found 
Hunt's name. He said to himself that, if Hunt had enough of guts he should have 
written on the wall, so he wrote Hunt's name on the wall. The Р.А came in and saw 
the name, and putting Calligan outside into another cell, he sent for Hunt, and after 


hammering him, he said; where did you put your name; and of course John went for 


the one he had done under the ledge, not knowing the other one was there. So he 


got hammered again. There were big gratings along the floor covering pipes and 
they would pull up a grating ind put it across the door. Two P. A's inside the cell 
would make the man jump out, and two outside would make him jump back in 


Calligan would be laughing at all this; he was an awful character 


Pierce Fennell 569 


One day it was raining and we were put out in the yard. Ruairi Brugha was put 
out with me, and we had this big bath, and we were told to fill it with coal and bring 


it into the cook house. The two P.A's were belting us meanwhile with batons, and 


Rüairí with his little weasel face, was out in front pulling me, so that I was getting 
all the belting 


Later on I was down in the Cookhouse one day peeling spuds and who was with 


me but John Hunt.(10) I had been in the Cookhouse before and I said to John; if you 


are caught talking they will beat your brains in. On the way in there will be bits and scrap 
mn the table. Just pick a small amount and take what you want. John could not 


б fat l 
of tat bacon 


be restrained, so he took a big fist and filled his pocket with it. Eventually we were 
xut John had eaten so much, and we were so starved at the 


put back in our cells, | 


time, that he got sick. He rang the bell and, as he was vomiting, they saw it was fat 


ind wanted to know where he got it. They said he stole it, and they beat the hell out 


of the poor bastard 


Another night they took Sheeran out; he was a brave bastard. He would do noth- 


the screaming and the belting and the roaring They 


ing for them, but you could hea 
but they beat him all around 


belted Sheeran and he knocked out about two of them, 
the floor. І was coming across from my cell and I met Tommy coming out of his, and 
being beaten with batons; he was a great char 
they took him and put him in a cell with thre« 
s there too but he stepped outside. I am 


his fists at the ready 


his face was all black and blue from 
icter, Another time, I swear to God, 
P.A's. Guiney, the Camp С ommandant, wa 
in for it now, says Tommy, putting himself up against a corner, 
to take him on. After a few minutes Guiney reappeared 
a dash at Sheeran but Guiney shouted; vet back you 
ve had the guts. But they belted him with 


None of them had the guts 


whereupon one of them made 


bastard. Ye had your chance and not one о) 


batons on the way back after Guiney had departed 


One morning they opened the doors and chased the lot of us out, and we 


careered down and were lined up. It was a Saturday morning and a bloody clergy 
man came in to say Mass. I did not want to go into the 
way and fell asleep. When it was over we were kicked out again and put back into 
cell very long when the clergyman came in and he 


І said; / lid not ask to go there. lam here under 


chapel so I sat under the stair- 


our cells. I was not back in the 


said; you were not very respectful at Mas 
, 


Kf left in my cell. He said inquiringly; you don't 
ke the rest of them, he went on, not 


control; I would have been better 


in anything, and І said; you re You are li 
1 to read anything? He brought me two books 
I said, I had. What did you think of them? A heap 


an argument, and I got another 


and he came back to me a week 


afterwards and asked if I read them 
Mvself and the clergyman then had 


hammering for that 
l'hev were two religious books and one of them was There Must Be a Prime Mover 
he theory was that if you had a de k of cards standing up, and you knocked one 
of them, the whole row fell down I said, where did the prime mover come from. Oh, he 
that, and I said; fuck that old yarn, that’s bullshit. I got into trouble 
hammering me again; and I did not 


ten vou would not know what it was 


said, you must knou 


igain. They came around one particula day, 


know what I'd done. You got hammered so ot 
i not have much, but I used to get 


for. If vou had a few bob in your account and I dic 
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1 few bob in now and again, they would let us buy something. They came around 
this day; Fennell; what do you want? I said, two loaves of bread and a pound of butter. 1 


give you butter if 1 go into you emember getting that loaf of bread and eating the 
whole lot of it dry; that’s a fact 
One morning, I don’t know how long we were in there, and they lined us up at 
the bottom again. Lowe was alongside me. If you were caught with a watch or any- 
thing like that they would knock your head off. I said to Brian Lowe, where is your 
watch, and he said; shut up. I threw it down the ventilator. What number, | asked him 
then. I said to Hunt on the way up; there is a lovely gold watch down the ventilator in 
such and such a cell 
CHARGED WITH BURNING: 
Another morning they came and gave us all charge sheets. They charged the 
whole lot of us with the burning of the Curragh it was at the end of January 1941 
took us out one morning, and Jim Breen of Roscommon was with me and a 
from Waterford city, Denis Ryan, and Brian Lowe and John Joe McGirl. We 


were put into a truck: it was early morning and it was cold. Guiney came out with 


inkets saying, the prisoners may eet cold a fuck off with them; you woul 


hem to us when vere freezing in the Icebox. Fennell, he , if you don’t 
Q anket from him. We 
1 from there to Collins Barracks; up before the Tribunal, and charged 
Lowe threatened to recognise the « t and Breheny let fly at him. When we 
went below to the cells in Collins Barracks id he Р.А that swore he 
rate with about two hundred enticing them to rush the gates. I said, you are a bi 
did not see me near the gates. | lown in C 12. What did it matter, he 


ed me from a good ham- 


0 the governor of 


e had to endure in the 
use. But Breheny was more cautio T ful, says he, we might be back 
h; and sure enough years later we were. So it was a good job we did not make 
ittack. Thev would certainly have got us two years later when we were kicked 
k there 
were sentenced in batches of five I he Tribuna hile we were having a 
s before we were sentenced, down in th« Is of tl irracks, Lowe said to me 
| О Broin, Weafer апа McNeela 


ve years. If you ti 


lo uou thm 
YOu H 


ibout eighteen months t 
ind we were there for about four 
Ruairi Brugha got the flu and Peadar Flaherty was bull shitting about 
ill to go to Rüairí's cell to boost his m id he had blankets all over th« 
e while the window V - KK і упт bastarding cells. Meanwhile the ladie 


in the other wing would call out; a7 ut R.A fellows, send 1 
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rs went to 


AN ESCAPE GOES WRONG: 


\rter tn , us senten 
ind then to th« 
ind Joe ¢ 


ша Кпос} 


hroom 


illigan and I were m: і 


11115 n Pier 
пе OH гет 


h house 
he wasn house we wer 


е SOA] and I hit the РА а 
hand over his mouth for he was 
і fell mouth 


hine И пи 11 Liou 
me. The rest of the 


{ ran for the door. I said 


t's all up what will we @ 
pulled the window up and dived 


We then came under heavy fir 
said to < alligan, di } і 
he wall, and the 


get up. | 


entry boxe [hen 
[he bullet 
| ling or 


a Free State 


oldier wouldn't shoot a Republican 


Calligan, Hunt and myselt 


davs bread and water Hunt 
to the Governor і 


I ^A \ 
stance Of the F.A. L^ 


ust say, The bread and water 


11 


cried Hunt. Lennon let t 
j| n of bread and water and you 


then take the tin in and they 


to the Cookhouse and 1 


rning | went down 


ter on it, and I left one at Crowt ; door, and 
| РА would open each door 


У | m j | ' 
РА said, neither йо 1; look Саш 
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it a kick and sent it up the mid- 
; there but we were hungry 
released then into the yard 

inother had three or 
reet this 


r putting a 


| 
to Hunt. / d 


vo kippers and the other 


Calligan and Hunt; 


onnor on the I 


with him; I think 


ple in the di 
up of us increa 
ind women. For 
tnolly. It was Paddy's old 
BACK TO KILDARE: 
were re е‹ ie ing from the Hill ve can on the road 
We were put in 
up to the plit There was 


nter rumours. I was not 
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very concerned in it, because at that time I would be more interested in the com- 
munist side, and they were getting more consolidated and organised. | can remem 


ber being brought before the Clare Council; there was Calligan, Lowe and Martin 


White, an old R.A man from t 
that all of the counties in Ireland had had a breakaway, but the Clare company was 


he Tan times. I remember someone saying at the table 


still intact and under the official council. Just to show them that this was not so, I 


then went over to the other side of the Camp. You could remain under Liam Leddy 


or you could join Pearse Kelly, under whom was the communist group 


I went into a discussion with them and I talked about € onnolly and his associa- 


tion with the First International. I said I was making 


to do. I went over to the side where Kelly was because he seemed to be a step above 


down to basic facts; he lived, to my way of 


up my mind what I was going 


the ordinary, though he would not come 


thinking, in a rhetoric of his own, whereas the Leddy crowd were prepared to talk 


Communism was out with either group 


only about republicanism 
came up in the communist section of the party 


Ihe question of signing out 


because thev reckoned that our interest now lay behind victory for the Soviet Union, 


and we could do better outside than inside. The ] 
our own country and while I ‹ ould go along 


xroblem as far as I could see was 


that we went in on a principle of freeing 


with their theories, I could not as regards signing out. So that was one of the points 


where I disagreed with them and stuck to my own guns; | would refuse to sign 
Goold and O'Riordan were the princ ipal advocates for signing out. O'Riordan to my 


mind was just as dictatorial in his leftist attitude as Seamus O'Donovan was in his 


right wing attitude 


You can be a dedicated communist which Goold was; and indeed he was far 
jut vou could talk to Goold and he would talk with 


but not with Mick Mick was dogmatic, and 
ong side of the coin. If you did not 
a fascist, whether you were or 


more dedicated than anybody. I 
you; there was give and take with him, 
if you did not agree with him you were on the wr 


agree with the total communist philosophy you were 
as just a slogan amongst them. 


whose father was said to be an Orangeman 
of his arrival in the Curragh. He said he 
blican group but when he got into the 


not. Calling the opponents fas ist W 

I had great crack with George Fluke, 
from Cavan. This is George’s own account 
thought he was coming in to a solid repu 


guardhouse at the gate, Guiney asked him, what part of this open university would you 


to go into? Fluke said, I don't know what you are on about Well, said Guiney, I will 
put it into perspective for yot You can go in and join Mr. Leddy who is totally republican; 
republican flag and republican to the backbone If vou don't like his side of the Camp, you can 
nd join Pearse Kelly who is a little more liberal with his northern republicanism; there is 
Then if vou don't like that, you can go and join 

Mr. O'Donovan's group; the ones who believe in Hitler all the way through. If you are still 
o marches under the banner, workers of the world 
and a Р.А gave him a belt of a 


more eive and take and he is not as doematt 


not satisfied, you can join Mr. Goold, wh 
unite. Now move yourself Fluke, you are holding us up, 
baton that split his ear 

It was customary for three or 


stand at the gate to see who was coming down t 


might be. Anyone coming in would get a mattress 


lads who had nothing better to do, to 
he Hill; to see who the next internee 
and would have the mattress 


four of the 
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rolled up on his back and held with two hands i se i 1 down, for if it fell down 
get a kick on the backsi т maybe a clip of a baton. This particular day 
wee fellow coming dow nd all уо! ша { 1 mattress 
1 mattress coming by itself for where was the bloke? Well, when 
under 
been holding 


in Dublin 


th Black Dan 


il. Wind it then 


then link tw« 


ill directions 
iratus hidden. It м 
ind then the wir V Id bt ) ind ould hav 


At the medical hatch 
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queue looking for bismuth. He would say to me my back is killing me 


Mick Dowling from Cork city, was the most skilled engraver in the camp. He 


was the engraver of rings and all the other designs that were done; the celtic ones 


‚ those that were any good. Eighty per cent of them 


that were on bags and wallets 


originated from him 


ү in 1942, I said to Harry; what in the name of Jesus is 


Before he signed out ear! 
ning out? He said Il Pierce І am in here for doing noth 


, ) y sith m T2; 

vrong wit why а! sign 
1 } ТТТ » : 1 ; 

plenty of reason for putting 


! Ht 4 here again т y Wil Nave 


t, but I understood before long. 


did not understand then what he mean 

I remember one incident where I nearly got shot myself although it was some 
reed with Sheeran that the next night the lights went out in 
» would make a break for it. The lights went out 


from outside the windows; I am not sure 


time before this. I had ag 
the Camp, as they sometimes did, we 


soon after and I had removed netting wire 


of the date, but I got to the window and jumped out and rea hed the far side of the 
Camp where I had agreed to meet Sheeran. We met close to the wire, and we were 
just about to start cutting when the bloody lights went on. Then we realised there 


I don’t know if Sheeran hit him or not but I started 


was a P.A standing behind us 
and they started blowing whis- 


running, and Sheeran ran too in another direction 
tles 
We both got back to the huts and got into bed, anc 

tablished for us that whenever the lights went out or the fog came 


i they never found out who it 


was. But that es 
in, armed P.A’s and soldiers surrounded the Camp 


ists Paddy Smith was a very nice self-effacing fellow: ex- 


4 


Among the commun 
Johnny was wounded, 


ohnny Power of Waterford 


International Brigade, as was J 
The thing that intrigued me about 


Smith had a dirty bayonet mark across his face 
them was that upon cold frosty mornings wher 
thev would have the taps turnec 
and they would be running crossways 


1 we would go down to wash our 


faces in the wash house і up in the air and they 


would have the water flying upwards 
through it having a shower bath. 

This, on a cold winter’s morning was the 
and I got on very v 
as part owner ot 
lands nearby, he had grown up partly in 
; time away from boarding school 


practice of all of the International lads. 


vell with them. Neil Goold Verscoy le 


They were a very nice group 
was their outstanding theorist.( 11) Left a victorian house in the vil- 
lage of Dunkineely, Co. Donegal and some 
at the same 
n one of the many rivers flowing down 


Soviet Union where 


the home of an old family retainer, 
spending much of his holidays fishing trout 1 
from the Bluestack Mountains. About 1933 he emigrated to the 
he married and had one son. Some hive vears later he slipped home again. 1 used 
return to the hut and take down and re read all the notes he had lectured us upon 


And evervone of those lectures I still have; handwritten books of them, and even 
typewritten ones. All of his lectures were based on the communist ideology and 


Then the discussions would start at the fire at 


I remember Joe O'Connor ot Brosna 
as well.I used to argue like hell 


how it could improve our м ell being 
night time when we would be sitting around it 
was with us at that time. Joe had gone a little bit left 


In each hut there were one 
xr the ideology, was spreading and the 


at the fire for and against or two of the communists, so 


the propaganda, if you like to call it that, ¢ 
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groups were getting bigger and bigger. One night the discussion was on about 
something, and I was trying to elaborate on the communist side of things, and down 
at the other end were the Kerry group controlled by John Joe Sheehy. John Joe, who 
was a very upright man, got up and headed off down to our fire place and he had 
about 15 of the Kerry lads with him, and he said; Pi you have gone far enous 
hat do you mean, far enough. He said, I d t want to hear any more communism 


ut. I said, I am not talking communism; I am talking Connollyism and if you object 


to James Connolly, its time we all left the bloody hut. One word borrowed another and | 
switched subjects so that instead of quoting Lenin or Stalin, I started to quote 
Connolly and to challenge John Joe upon it. So instead of a fist fight he withdrew 
with his group to his own end, and that finished the discussion for that night 

On Leddy's side there was a tunnel being dug in 1943, and although they did not 
talk to us, we sent messages across to them that the lads were seen coming up and 
dropping the clay from their trousers. The one that was completed, was near the 
porch and they were ready to go. Just about an hour before they were ready to go 
the army came in and said, no lads you are not going tonight. The Staters may have 
known about it all along that they were digging. It is not to be confused with the ear- 
lier tunnels of 1940 which were discovered in the burning. The second tunnels were 
going around the blockades of the old tunnels, and partly using the old tunnels.(12) 

John Henry Cummins slept somewhere near the door. I saw him frequently 
walking up and down the hut with a mug and toothbrush, and he would be wash 
ing his teeth and he would be spitting out through a hole in the window; I don't 
know if it was a bullet hole or not. I thought it was odd that he would not go down 
to the wash house. A well read man and a linguist, if a trifle shy, he hailed from 
Kiltimagh; ending his days in Dublin. However, the time he was signing out, Sean 


Mulcahy and myself went down and had a bit of a talk with him. Sean said to him, 


John when you get out now you will obviously contact the lads outside. John said, look Sean 
I would not contact you shower of bastards again if 1 had a short wave broadcast set from 
Mars. He was sent to the Mater Hospital in Dublin. I looked for parole myself on« 
time; my old lady was supposed to be dying, but they would not give it to me 

There were about three or four Protestants in the camp at that time; Fluke and 
Clements was a Protestant, and Walt Mitchell and Victor Fagg. 

INTO THE LIVING WORLD: 

I was told in 1944 that I was being released. That is the way it was. You would 
be told without warning in the morning; pack up, and given a train voucher. I think 
І had about five bob coming home, and I drank it on the train. After Limerick I did 
not have the money to reach Kilkee: instead I borrowed the fare from a bus con 
ductor I knew and I gave it back the following week. Here in the town I met sever- 
al people; no one was interested in me except an old bloke who was anti-republican 
He offered to see me home but I walked it home. I found I was taboo even in 
Carrigaholt. The so called republicans, with the fighting ability from 1922 had now 
joined forces with the Free State Army, and they were all in the L.D.F, with the cler 
gy of course behind them 

Anyone who had any sympathy with what was dubbed communism was out of 


luck there. I spent a few months in Clare before taking off again for Dublin, where | 
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walked the streets broke and hungry for many weeks and months. In O'Connell 


Street in those days in 1945 the total bloody internment camp were w alking up and 
down the street every day. You could meet everyone in it, all as broke as yourself. I 
did not get a job on the turf in the Park so eventually I went out to Glencree; myself 
and Dinnv Walsh. Dinny went to the quarry and I was working on the roads. We 


were trying to cause a strike in the Glencree camp, W here we were still known as the 


communist element 

Some little incident happened when a 
down and thev blamed us for it and we had t 
would have been killed. When we came bac k to Dublin we went to the Park and 1 


met Gearóid Mangan and a few more 


stone cross fell down. It was knocked 


o leave the camp quic kly, otherwise we 


and Seamus Mangan who seemed to be in 


charge there 
[ asked him about a job, and he said sorry, 

truck who gave us a lift back to the city said: you will have to join the І.К.А to get « 

» day from one of the lads who was in the hut, an 


p there We did hear the following 
ex-internee, that Seamus Mangan said; you could not give a job to those two, they 


there are no jobs. The fellow in the 


following week 
answered a job in a Dublin paper for a 
ked in Bray for about a month, and a 


would have everyone out on strike the 
[ was back in Carrigaholt again when | 


foreman fitter; a job їп a garage in Bray | wor 


certain person used to come and meet me in Brav, very friendly like and we had the 


odd few pints together. Then one day a fellow arrived in and he wanted to buy a sec- 
I g у 


ond hand bicycle. I noticed he was not very interested in the bicycle. He seemed 
үр; morning the owner came to me, Ledwidge was 
will have to go. Is it the fellow with the bicyc le, 1 


but ves, he was a Branch man Instantly I 


more interested in me. The followi 
his name, and he said to me; Pierce you 
asked, І am not supposed to say anything, 


recalled a funny thing that happened in the € 
Sean Mulcahy and somebody else, and we 


Mickv Gill who had somebody beaten up 
{ be done with Gill, and I said, why are 


amp when a group of us were around 


sitting on a bed; that person, myself, 


were discussing what had happened with 


at the time. And they said; well what shoulc 
we arguing? Haven't we got the facts; make your minds up. Someone said to me; 


shoot the bastard and be done with it. The meeting 


vour mind, and I said; I would 
discussion about it 
1 1 met Dinny Walsh. 1 said to Dinny, I don't 


to go in and see Gantly to see if I can get 


mt I want і 


broke up and there was no more A vear and a half afterwards, 


going back to Bray, | was in the city anc 
» into the Castle on my own | 
lentity card renewed. There is no us 

і of the day 


e going through the regular proce- 


dure as he would vet it at the en 

So Dinny and I went into the Lower Cast 
I would find this fellow 
perintendent Gantly? I do not know who the hell he is | answered, but I want to see him 
hell are you inquired the individual. I am Fennell; Pierce Fennel from € lare 


le Yard and we met a fellow there, and 


[ asked him where Gantly. He said; are you referring to 


n 
п‹ 


101 
Well, said he, I am Det. Insp Gill and the next time you are opening your big mouth about 
> people, be careful of what you are о about. You are now in the Castle and you 
identity; you can fuc k off out of it 
had been only four of us on the bed 


It was not Sean Mulcahy, 


17 
are 


not getting any bloody seaman 5 
to me that there 


Instantly it brought back 
exactly what I had said 


talking that night. Gill repeated 
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there was that person and another one. It was that same fellow who put the Branch 
on to me in Bray when I got sacked. When they were looking for Don Tidey, and that 


was thirty years after, the same fellow arrived down here one night; he had heard 


that I had a pub here. So I said; look friend, get the bus now { get out of here fast 
bj 


In the case of a sandy officer from Carlow who was allegedly in the LR.A in the 
early days and was disliked in the Curragh. They went to warn him so they put the 
bullets through the fanlight of the door. After that he was quiet. It was easy for him 
to be quiet for by then it was all over. As usual they talked a lot of bull shit. Myself 
and Calligan caught up with - à year afterwards in O'Connell Street in Dublin 


Calligan said; look who is in front of you. І said; don't eive any notice now; we и ill go each 
side of him and clock him. But he saw us and went straightaway for the gun he always 
carried 

When I came out of the Curragh, I worked at everything. I was prepared to do 
пу thing. I worked ploughing fields; I ploughed half of this county with an old 
Fordson tractor as no one knew how to drive in those days; and I worked fixing old 
cars and that. I could not get my Irish seaman's identity card back because of Gill, 
so I went to Dublin and stayed a couple of nights in the British Seaman's Mission on 


I 
the docks where I got an offer of a job on one of Palgrave Murphy's ships which was 


in Liverpool at the time. They signed a card for me to say that I was going to join the 
Gold Finder; it belonged to Palgraves anyhow.I worked on that for a couple of 
months and I finished up with a very bad ulcer. We were going up and down Britain 
it the time in a coastal vessel. I had to leave her as I had a ruptured ulcer. I threw up 
a lot of blood near Lands End and I left her in N« wport. The immigration office 
caught on to me in Newport and threatened to do this that and the other 

That night I took my suitcase, got on a train and ended up in Liverpool Sailors 
Home. I was there for about a week, and they caught up with me again and told me 
to get out of Liverpool. I left there and went into the Flying Angel, and was another 
fortnight there, and then I went into Gordon Smith's. Eventually they caught up 
with me again, and asked why did I not get on a boat and get out of Britain. I said, 
I had no money. They went back to Palgrave's office in Liverpool and got the money 
but they would not give it to me because I might drink it. So they brought me down 
to the boat in a squad car and told me to fuck off to Ireland and not to come back. I 
came back home then for another couple of weeks, but there was still nothing doing 
here 

[ heard then that they were looking for fellows for the British Coal Board. I got 
some kind of an old document that had a different name, and I went to Britain to 
work in the coal mines. I worked in a coal mine in Worksop, Shireorex Colliery. A fter 
1 few months I left there and I am rambling since. I worked in a foundry for about 
eight months. I left the foundry and worked for a heating outfit, and then I worked 
on a tunnel for Cementation, and they made me foreman fitter. | was in charge of 
that for about five years. It was the only bloody job I had in my life for that long 

When that job come to an end they had three jobs to offer me; one in Canada, one 
in Scotland and one in the north of Ireland. I wanted to buy a car and cars were 
cheaper in Ireland at that time, and so I went to the Erne 

All the blokes who were coming with me had got their work permits through, 
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and mine was not coming through ind the manager asked me was there 
for that: I said, no. Eventually after about three months it came through, 
worked there for two and a half years. I lived in Ballyshannon and worked ; 
Beleek bridge and Коѕѕсот The record we mat 1 Wales is not broken 
with the tunnel machines. I still hav« photographs of those. I spent about 1 
with Cementation. Then I went with John Howard to the Severn Bridg: 

ind went to India with Cementaton for ibout two years 

ver a domestic problem after v hich I was divorced. I then went down to Africa 
worked for a company in Lagos; Costain and Romond. I was getting on wt 1] 


them, the manager was an old friend of mine; his name was Blood Smith, and his 


something in the navy and they lived in Skerries, so we had something 


s firm in Lagos at the time ind a very nice fellow 


AA 


in and working on the M 


stain’s outside Manche 
fellow from the Ch lands asked if | wa gi Arab 
І ‹ ша not « ire le 5$ ( obien so I joined a ^ral in ] S arat 
Bank of Kuwat s] staved 
with him. Its billions now 
there for three 
me home then as 
I modernised it; making 
again. | finished up short 
last job I did in Britain was & build another bridge 
inical and м over on the civil side, and 1 
mon 1 bridge роп; ( wicn, \ laden Bridge 
that bridge. I lef at 1 came back and bought a pub in 
recently sold. It was in 1 73 wl 4 to Kilkee 


Т 
\ 


it 


od part of Ч ( 


| did not meet Bret dan Be in unt \ r we wert releast d. I met him several 


with Dinny Wal irink in an old pub the other side of 
nan, nothing mort self and 


‚а Beatrice; they were not marrk dat 


с near the Parn ll monument. Behan said 

ne tt them а ту 0 ау life, 1 1 SICK it еттп 

Behan could not keep his mouth shut. He start 
platform about ont damn thing or another. Then the 


under the firing lights again fo! nothing. In his 


VeOTt 
he depicted the ‹ urragh as a doss hous¢ witl 


d Governor where vou could make poteen If he depict 


overnor as wt it would have been a different book. When he 


44 there was was all over. To my mind Behan gives a 


* 


ind unbalan bel, he was nothing more than a bag 


lard of the lads in the Camp taken in general was ver) high no matter 


came from. There are two ispects of that. I myself lived all along the 
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rocks of Ireland, and I was brous in all of the little villages down along the 
coast; drinking black tea and eating fish. Then you find that in the British navy 
where men are all thrown together, it becomes a game of sav ige ind 
sexuality.There was no sexuality that I knew of in the Curragh, and there was no 


savagery. The calibre there to my mind was of a verv high standard, even though I 


did not agree with a lot of people there, and I still would not today. I would say nev 


ertheless, that the calibre was very high. I would select a government and Dáil from 
the people in the Curragh, but I would have to look at them in a different light 

^ good government to me would have to be a socialist government on the lines 
of James Connolly, and there was not e gh of them in the Curragh. There was 
really only one outstanding person of that sort and that was Neil Goold 
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their victim. H 


former coastguarc 


sam of the Major Charles Edward Kingsford Smith 
I.P Saul, Evert van Dyck The aircraft was a metal Fokker with timber 
Portmarnock 


1 of 10,000 witne off from 


A frequently interfered with the showing of news re 15 and what they consid 
poli, commemorating an 1л; 
ed from a city cinema and burned in September 

a result six men were sentenced: P. \ sh, 6 months; John Heron, 4 months; Billy Walsh 
; Carden and Pat Murray, 3 n onths. Michael, the Walsh father, had been 


"orious attempt to land there on 


1 films 


19 


ilin February 1915 
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Tans in October 1920. The family name was 1150 frequently given as Breathnach 


lrinitrotoluent 


sicher. When he later retired his pension was cut for the 


>. Brian Lowe was a vocational (е; 
under the Offences Act, showed a pernicious 


[his action 
loss of employ ment also for 
ourt in 1991. By then of cours 


duration of the Curragh period 
seven years after a con- 


treak in those who framed it (there wa 
stitutional by the Supreme ( 


s overturned as uncon 
ipensation no longe 


1 hundreds of men for whom con or mattered 


Captained by Eric Jones on passage from Spain to Drogheda with a cargo of pyrites, the 
mineach was sunk on September 4, by U boat 46 in the Bay of Biscay 


The crew took to the 


its and were rescued by a Spanish trawler 


f Capt. Tennant ( Bainne’) on this sub- 


il end of Tom Doran and his account о 


Seamus Ronayne describes Powell as a Iralee man, always looking business-like 
| with a pronounced air of efficiency about him 


па 
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Tony McInerney has contributed this addendun to Pierce Fennell's Account 10.3.92 
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the violin 


Pierce's account of firing the hut i That is exactly how it happened as Ту 
there and encouraged bv Pierce to һе! came as acomplete surprise to me as 1 was 
s bre e sheeting of thehut walls and stuffing papers 
the timesinging some wild г all the time.I ran out and did not take 
the in 


inything witl This hut w ! line and opposite this was where 


k’ and had nothingto do with a twisted back 


| is what he was. I have 


in architectural term! The two stones of an arch The 
‘ith from Dublin. He had fought with the International 
younger brother ed out and joined the tish army 
the name applied upon « » Cathal Holland, derived from the 


за Lairige More 
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MICK 
FITZGIBBON, 


FAIR HILL, CORK CITY: 


m 1992 


HT 1 A ] ATs I ' 
Шей step dancer: then Na Fianna. In the < urragh he wor! 


a tunnel 

Here we are seated in the elegant, comfortable home, 52 years on, о! Mick 
Fitzgibbon, of Fair Hill, Cork city, looking down steeply on that part of the urban 
north side that has Shandon and the older city on the right before one rolls down to 
Two comrades, contributing to the story; Mick, in the unre- 
long friend, who in his later Ї.К.А experi- 
It is a bright and sunny atter- 
and ended, we retire to the 


Pope's Quay on the Lee 
pentent Fenian tradition; Jim Savage, life 
ence, had ventured along the path of communism 
noon; so bright in fact that, with our stories unwound 
front garden where Mick poses for pictures 
camera clicks; there is a reluctance to walk away from the green sward; to come into 
the home again. Where is your designer wife w ho turns out that lovely knitwear? I 


could do with a geansai myself! But she is nowhere about. We have so often w ished 
succeeded only on a few occasions 


omenfolk in purdah; 


against the hedge. Snap after snap as the 


to photograph couples together and have 
Republicans do not chain their w 


Readers will not believe, that 
iso the success picture о! the ex-felon 


that it is frequently the wife who declines, anc 
(a word not used correctly in this context since 
while most of our veterans remain unconvicted except of their 
the Fintan Lalor tradition) with an attractive woman remains untaken 

Well, we are not dwelling upon that in Fair Hill. All three of us are glad to be 


here together bringing to life again events and peor 
race from county to coun 


We interchange views; we interchange personalities as we 
'riffin, a man always high in our esteem 
it is why they called 


felon implies a conv icted prisoner, 
being upholders of 


le from two generations away 


ty. Jim Savage is speaking now of Denis ( 
уу describing as tall and thin, ‘and the 
'ampaign and after his return 


in a secretive - not to mean 


but whom he commences I 
him Skinner Griffin. He was in England during the ¢ 


and prior to his arrest, he alwavs acted, in Jim's opinion, 


underhand - manner 
» man's nature inasmuch as, 


This carefully schooled discipline seemed part of the 
going on long roadside walks together, yet 


after release, he frequently called for Jim, 
on. Like a character in a no play; w here the 


scarcely exchanging a word of conversati 
silence is more pregnant than speec h 


Griffin, with Jack Lynch, Cork O.C, ly following the 


went on the run immediate 
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mass internments of June 1940. Fatally perhaps, they both retired to Lynch's old 
hunting ground of Dunmanway, where they were spied upon resting in an outhouse 
behind a pub in that town. A police and military net was thrown about and in the 


Halts were shouted and fire was exchanged. A rifle burst from a Private Berry was 


early hours the raid was sprung. Both made a break to scale over walls at the rere 
| 


followed by a short exchange in which Griffin received a hand wound and he late: 
ran a close risk of death before a military court (1) not then constituted but set up, 
receiving instead a 14 year sentence for 'intent to murder', a charge which Griffin 
readily answered by saying that a shot had been fired at him and he realised he 
would have to defend himself 

Jack Lynch escaped on that occasion only to be arrested eighteen months late: 
whereupon he joined Denis, now O.C prisoners, in Mountjoy, a position demon- 
strating the high confidence in which he continued to be held 

Mick continues to listen in upon the conversation while Jim opens up on Jobie 
Sullivan and other events around that time in the city. He played rugby in the backs 
and was also a good swimmer, being employed for a while in the baths. We had a 
swimming club at that time here, the Republican Swimming Club although Jobie 


was not a member of it. Derry Kelleher, Jim and Maurice Savage, Tadgh Philpott 


Buster Dineen, John Sullivan, Brian Kennedy and Brian Scanlan and some others 
were the leading lights 

Jim here touched upon Peter Daly of Enniscorthy (described as an outstanding 
commander later in Spain) wounded on the Aragon front at Jarama, and who fell at 
Quinto in 1937.(2) Daly, not only played a part in the Civil War, emigrated and 
joined for four years the British Army, but returned again to Ireland and to the LR.A 
before parting for Spain in late 1936, to die there less than one year later 

MADAME ROGERS: 

[he conversation switched then to that unusual and outstanding lady, Madame 
Rogers of Dublin's inner city (and formerly of Crofton House, Dun Laoire), who 
maintained rooms in a tall georgian edifice (the remains of which are pictured on 
page 418) in Upper Dorset Street, in inner Dublin, and whose hospitality for foot 
loose and on the run Republicans was legion. Frequently in the mornings she could 
be seen going hoop la over the street cobbles upon her high bicycle to her morning 
swim at Dollymount. The story of this house is permanently and uproariously 
enshrined within Brendan Behan's An Giall. Madame Rogers had three children; 
Sean, who defected early into the Special Branch ('to save Ireland from the 
Blueshirts'), Frankie, a sensitive violinist and outstanding training officer for the 
L.R.A and Doreen, his sister, a nice looking girl; and a national camogie player 

A week after this in June 1940 the text of Emergency Powers (Amendment No.2) 
Bill was issued giving powers for trial 'in a summary manner' before a military court 
where, if convicted, death was the only verdict. There was no appeal and it was laid 
down that sentences be carried out within 72 hours. Of course means were found to 
seek intervention through the normal courts 

\ penniless Jim met Johnnie Reynolds of the Tuam sugar factory, on O'Connell 
Bridge sometime after the surge of these events had ended, and found himself 
brought to a tall georgian house a bit beyond Ar Stad where Republicans used to 
stay. He found that numbers of internees - this may have been early in 1945 - were 
lodging in the house while Madame Rogers, then well into her seventies, went 
around collecting food to keep them alive. It was hard for her as Jim found her a 
very human person who was doing her best for everyone. But who was not, one 
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race behind Merrigans from where he made his getaway. We stayed back 

1 Thompson and short arms; had they entered we would have been obliged to 

them. Leaving when things had quitened, we went out and met some girls 

[wo nights before Christmas news came over the radio about the successful raid 

on the Magazine Fort in Dublin. We were tremendously chuffed by that. Now, by the 

Lord, the Army has the ammunition and we might soon have the guns too. Of 

course none of us knew the exact purpose or strategy of our next move. We were out 

with some of our Fianna boys, in a girls house that night; O'Donovans of Blackpool 
What a coup; it was a great boost to all of us. It was not to last for long 

\ parade as a show of strength was arranged in early January 1940, for the exten 


sive grounds of the mental hospital at the top of Blarney Street overlooking the west 


ern end of the city. Emerging from the grounds we marched, a few hundred of us, 
in military formation down Blarney Street, a long street, to near the centre of the 
north side city at Shandon Street, headed by Tommy Mahoney out piper. After a 
short address by Tomás MacCurtain, our and officers Frank Kerrigan and 
Jimmy Farrell we were dismissed, each group going their own way homeward 

We were of a drinking age then, but few of us had the money or inclination. In 
fact for an LR.A volunteer to be seen entering a pub at that time, he was liable to 
court martial. With a chap called McAuliffe, I wandered into the centre of the town, 
round Patrick Street; there was great excitement, and it was then that I learned a 
policeman had been shot and Tomás arrested. We continued our involvement in 
spite of everything. What with increasing numbers going into the Free State Army 
ind as part timers into the local defence forces, the tide and the politics of the 
Emergency was telling against us. We were Republicans, but we were now per- 
ceived as an anachronism; (3) as a threat to neutrality. The law and the police would 
soon be given an opportunity to ride roughshod over us 

The hanging of Barnes and McCormack in February, 1940, proved a rallying 


state of Denmark' when two agents who had nothing to do with placing the mine in 
Coventry were to be executed for it 

[hey were to be the first political hangings (with the exception of Roger 
Casement in August 1916 and Reginald Dunne and Joseph O'Sullivan in August 
1922) to take place on the soil of England since Allen, Larkin and O'Brien were 


hanged in 1867. But it demonstrated the unbreakability of the Fenian tradition. I 


suppose it was that that buoyed us up. There had been numbers of public meetings 


in the lead up to it, but on the day there was a protest march and a magnificent gath- 
ering in Patrick Street attended by thousands at which Tom Barry spoke.(4) 


GUNNING TO HANG MAC CURTAIN: 
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hamlet perched upon the borders of three counties under the Knockmealdown 
Mountains. It had a reputation of being one of the last places occupied in the Civil 
War. Bob Clements, or Riobard Mac Loghmainn, from Loch Rinn and ( elbridge, was 
Quartermaster, and Joe Crowe, later O.C, was Adjutant. I knew, and had been 
friendly, with many of the Cork men under Tadhg Lynch who had been ostracised 
after Christmas 1940. That affair is covered in the accounts of others. It was already 
fixed and unchangable when I entered the rragh. We had instructions not to 
peak to them; I found it all very disquieting. It was hard enough to do your time 
without that. I suppose in a highly principled organisation it can happen, but it 
should have been avoided in 1941 


Early in 1945, a number of the now rapidly diminishing body, down to about 50 


were removed form the Camp up the hill into the Glasshouse. I was not among them 


1s | had been released a short time previously. Some of us had it in our minds to go 
working іп Еме ег we came out, although it was hardly а practicable notion 
required and, as ex- inte es, we would not have got a per 

lid not try 
І took my travel voucher and returned to Cork where my father had worked all 
the time upon the railway. Thus I found it easy enough to obtain a day's work, even 
tually becoming permanent and rising within the company. In 1949 I married 


Rosaleen Cahalane from the north sid ci ind so you can say my saga had 


is touched 


ry of this colourful soldier 
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y y T І 1 1 1 1 1 
grating from Ireland, Jo oe Hoey asked to be remem d to old friends, me 
in particular Bob Clement 'ierce Fen 
| hael from 


ST 
I 


in the ither and e born 
under 20 acres, half of whi 
had a vote in both counties in local elections but could only vote 

Mwiget Faughan, from Newtownforbes, in Co 


[ 
1933 on behalf of Fianna Fail, and voted twice 


Leitrim border from Bornacoola 


ford and half in Co 
in one county in gen 


in AO 


ver 


eral elections. His mother howe 


tord, took a inc 


miles only down th« 


Newtownforbes is a few 


many of Humbert's croppies were 
trail across Mayo into the mid- 


and a stone's throw from Ballin 
massat red on September '98 following, their long 
lands; a chronicle of scintillating victories ‹ bbing into defeat 

John Joe grew up in à land that that soc iok ‚ davs would describe as one 
of rural poverty but it was unnoticed by them 
irt and a bicycle for transport 
but it was rare thi 
»gical poverty but of trenched 


land supplied their basic ne ds; 
they had the horse and ‹ Their range ot travel was limit 
ed; they could reach Longford town or Carri k it they took a train for 
Dublin. John Joe's boy hood not of soc iol 
roads, blocking trees and burnt-out ¢ 
and Leitrim had play ed a vigorous 


1 him when he joined Fis 


memories were 
onstabulary barra ks, the left-over remnants ot the 
Tan war in which Longford part. That, and the sto 
ries told around a turf fire, influence inna Eireann in the last 
months of the Civil War in 1923 
Graduating from that, he joined О; 
yn following 
і battalion adjutant 


longed detention until 


'laigh na h-Eireann in 1926. In 1929 he went to 
the death of her husband, transferring 
He confesses to having been 


the big round-up of June 


live with his aunt in Co. Roscomme 
to the local unit and being promote 
arrested a few times but avoided pro 
1940 

Upon release after almost five 
change'. His aunt was now too old to 
те sold and from then on 
(91 but in 1 


he departed tor 
he says; every 
to Ireland 


out trial, he found 'a great 
take care of the farm w hich had run down in his 
it was a slaves existenc e'. He held on 
954, seeing no prospects for rural 
America. I have enjoyed a 
other week he speaks 


vears of detention with 


absence. The cattle we 
for a while after his aunt died at the age o 
Ireland under the Dublin administration, 
good social life here with plenty of Irish parties, 
by phone to fellow exile Joe Bray, and he still flies back 
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A PERSONAL ACCOUNT FROM JOHN JOE HOEY: 

[he first Sinn Féin election was held in Roscomr in 1917. There was great 
excitement and enthusiasm when County Plunkett was elected. The men and 
women were so determined v went in droves to vote.(1) They had to try and 
walk to the polling booths, no v« s could b as they snow was seven foot 
in depth. Many time: 
strange story they would 
Plunkett's snow. And in 1918 wt 
in Dundalk, he sa 
young ones cai 

Count Plunkett and the other Sinn Féir 


didates who won the by-elections и 1917 helped to! clea 


y 
Féin victory of 1918. There was great unity among the Irish people at that time, anc 


although the authorities did everything in their power to stop Sinn Féin from being 
elected, the people stood firm У\ ge wa К to recognise the unity 
among the Irish people. He said at the same tim hat every house in Ireland was a 
Sinn Féin stronghold and unless we kill men and women and children we cannot 


cope with the Irish peoy le, and in the face of the world that is a thing we cannot do 
ful 


But he soon found a way to cope with the situation through peaceful negotiations 
with Sinn Féin. He used the ol ictics of divide and conquer, and he made a great 
job of it , aty of 1921 caused confusion and mistrust among upright honest 
people who longed for the dom of their country. They were divided; one half 
Free Staters, the other half Republicans 

They wiped each ‹ I bv ambush and executions that never would have 
happened were it not for the signing of the Treaty. Before World War 1, the same 
Treaty was there К ie taking was refused. Redmond and Dillon at 
Buckingham Palace in 1914 refused Home Rule for any such shameful surr nder as 
the partition of Ireland, but after three years of bloodshed we took worse terms in 
Downing Street. William T Cosgrave speaking in Kilkenny in 1917 said, British 
Imperialism and Irish Nationality can never mix; one is a denial of the ой 
want no Ireland wit | у memories 
1/1 we want 15 fi erference 
in a few years he could be seen coming down the steps of Buc kingham 
jovial mood with King George V. 

After the Civil War there was a terrible bitterness and hatred among the people 
that was to last for years, and to make matters worse the break- away of De Valera 


\ left the 


from Sinn Féin accompani by some prominent members of the LR 


Republican Movement weal :d. They commenced then to organise and recruit for 
the LR.A, Cumann na mBan and Fianna Eireann. By 1929 they were once again 
strong and could challenge the Cosgrave government 

^ great rally was held near Drumshanbo, about July 1930 and Sean Russell was 
the principal speaker. There was a huge number of young people at it [he late 
Colonel Michael McLaughlin was home from New York city and he had great praise 
for the fine turn out of young men and women who were present. Michael had been 
a leader during the Black and Tan and Civil wars. His brother Terry was interne d in 
the Curragh Camp in the forties. Michael was manager of an A & P store in New 
York, and shortly after going back he was shot dead in the store. He was exc eeding- 


ly brave and fast and at first tried to disarm the gunman. It seemed strange there- 
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› merely running out. His remains were taken 
back and the interment too place in Kilmore cemetery. Never before or since was 
there such a crowd of people from all parts of the country as came to attend the 
funeral. The parade to the cemetery stretched for miles, and all were marching on 
different roads leading to the cemetery. Jim Vaugh of Drumshanbo was in charge of 
the Leitrim parade 

When we were about two miles from the cemetery we were stopped by the 


C.LD, they had the road blocked with three cars drawn across it. There was a scuf- 
fle then as the crowd rushed through the detectives, pushing the cars aside and con 
tinuing on to the cemetery. A detective hit Vaugh with the butt of his revolver knock 
ing out two of his teeth. On the Roscommon side Pat McKeon of Croghan was in 
charge of what had become a huge р rade. When we got to the cemetery the Free 
State Army had the whole place surrounded with machine guns mounted on the 
walls, determined to prevent a volley being fired over the grav 

he oration was delivered by Frank Ryan speaking in a loud clear voice. No one 
liked to see the Free State Army there, especially Frank Ryan because he knew that 
the people who came from Dublin, Cork and all over Ireland came to pay their 


respects to a soldier and leader. As Frank arrived on the platform to speak he 


;eemed to pause for a few seconds as he looked over the huge crowd. You have all 


heard of the Black and 1 | illed, but what took the Green and Tan here today to dis 
honour Mick McLaughlin? 

he Cosgrave coercion was a time of both excitement and fear. There were many 
arrests and many brutal beatings and most of the І.К.А leaders had to go on the run 
I remember in 1931 attending an 1.К.А meeting of the Western Command in a place 
near Strokestown, Co. Roscommon. The purpose of this meeting was about the I.R.A 
coming out in the open as Saor Eire, speaking on platforms at meetings. The major- 
ity objected saying that they should work under cover. Jim Vaugh, who was in 
charge of the Leitrim LR.A at Mick McLaughlins funeral, was one of those present 
But within a few weeks after he was caught in a house near Rooskey, Co 
Roscommon with Sean O'Farrell, who was О.С Leitrim at that time. O'Farrell was 
taken to Arbour Hill Prison and Vaugh, significantly, was taken to Ballinamore 
Barra ks 

[here the C.LD beat him so unmercifully that within days he died. Vaugh was a 
powerful man, 27 years of age with the appearance and qualifications of a great 
leader but the Staters did not want a man like that around. He was in fact the 78th 
victim of the Free State government, and the 78th. victim of British Imperialism 
Towards the end of 1931 things were getting worse; the Free Staters showing no 
mercy to Republicans. The C.I.D seemingly had a free hand to do as they liked and 
some got savage beatings 

Arbour Hill was full of Republican prisoners, Frank Ryan, the Gilmores and 
other prisoners refused to wear prison clothes. They were covered only in a blanket 
in their cells. I remember at that time Frank Ryan was brought before a court on a 
charge of some sort. | decline to plead, he said; I demand a public inquiry into the 


treatment of the Gilmores and all of the political prisoners who are suffering a slow 
death in Arbour Hill Prison. This brutal action was the dying kick of the Cosgrave 


xcitement т 


lhe boys who wert 


hopes 
I 
realised it was 
particularly Leitrim, would loose half its people within decades 
t 


[ 


When Fianna I 
Ireland, north a 
battles between 
Communists, Catholi ind Protestants fought sid ide уг a few weeks there 
was no secta sm. Many of Belfast's children were suffering from malnutrition 
because there was no work and there was no money to buy proper food. Fianna Fáil 
was faced with the same situation in the South. There was massive unemployment 


in the cities and t 
One incident of this type happened in Longford where in ^ 
ants' association in the Longford area sought help from the LR.A in a dispute over 


ground rent. The agent, Gerald More-O Ferrell, had threatened to evict a number of 


tenants. A public meeting was held in Edgeworthstown Michael A. Kelly and 
Peadar O'Flaherty speaking at it. On February 9, 1935 a car carrying four men, one 


dressed as a civic guar drove up to the More-O'Ferrell residence, Lisard 
Edgeworthstown. They 
the agent 

One of the men rang the doorbell, telling the maid he had a message from the 
garda superintendent in Longforc [he maid, Mary Feeley, told him that her boss 


was dining, asking him to come back the following day. The man however pushed 


past the maid while the thre others followed. They entered the dining room where 


the found More-O'Ferrell and two other men. This placed them in an awkward posi- 
tion; it was thought that the two strange men might be bodyguards: in reality they 
were his son Richard, and a Mr. Michael Scott. Ordering the father outside, he 
answered 'Ill be damned if I will go'. Two of the men dragged him from the chair, 
his son rushed to help him and in the struggle one of the men fired two shots; one 
at Gerald, the other at Richard. Gerald was saved by a cigarette case in his waistcoat 
pocket, but Richard was shot and died in St. Vincent's Hospital in Dublin 11 days 
later. A reward of £1,000 was offered for information about the death, but as soon as 
it was offered the road from Sligo to Dublin was painted in big white letters, Spies 
Beware 


At the end of March 13 men were in custody. In the identification pa ade that fol- 
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lowed on April 3, 1935, Marjory More-O'Ferrell, the daughter of the agent, 

out four men. The judge ing if it was not a coincidence that she could identify 
the men while the maid could not identify anyone. At this juncture, Jimmy Jose 
Reynolds, one of the accused, stood up and said, you cannot buy the poor; the imperi- 


у 
alist 


бф. сан he | 
ат cal t 


The first trial was held on July 14 ind ended after 11 days when the jury 


was unable to reach agreement. On December 3, a second trial was held. After eight 
days the jury brought in a verdict of not guilty and the four men were discharged 
here were great celebrations for the men. They were honoured by welcoming pro 


sions in Mullingar, Edgeworthstown, Longford, Dromod and Mohill. The four 


men released were Jimmy eynolds, his twin brother John, Billy Mulligan and 
John 'Nipper' Shanley. The 'Nipper' was from Dromod, the Reynolds brothers were 
from near Dromod, Billy \ gan was from Longford; he was interned in the 
Curragh six years later when he was O.C of the Camp in the early stages of intern 
ment 

THE ‘32 ELECTION. 

Following the shooting and similar happenings, the Fianna Fail government, 
who had opened the prison gates in 1932, had a change of heart. In June 1936 it 
declared the I.R.A to be an illegal organisation and by the end of the year Arbour 
Hill was full of Republican prisoners. It was a living hell in which Sean Glynn died 
a martyr's death from the torture ' silence regime maintained there 

There were many other strange happenings in Leitrim during the election of 
1932. One extraordinary occurrence followed a Cumann na nGael meeting in 
Carrick on Shannon when a Leitrim Cumann na nGael T.D and two detectives on 
their way home pulled up and went to the house of a man they knew had changed 
his mind and was now going to vote for Fianna Fáil. The T.D and one of the detec- 
tives went to the house. The detective had his gun already drawn wherewith the 
man reached for hotgun and shot both the detective and the T.D dead. That was 
the detective who had helped beat Jimmy Vaugh in Ballinamore Barracks a short 
time before, Detective Officer McGeehan 

In 1932 there was a big Anti-Imperialist rally in Longford town. Dan Layde of 
Dublin gave a rousing speech on unemployment and the cause of the crisis. Jim 
Gralton of Effernagh, Leitrim, also spoke, but within a few months he was deport 
ed back to the U.S.A for his political views. The Longford unemployed were busy 
that day; meanwhile I was selling badges of James Connolly we shall rise again. At 
that time I used to sell the Irish Workers Voice to the small farmers and a few of the 
railway workers in my neighbourhood, and strange to say there was never criticism 
from anyone about selling a left-wing paper. 

Late in 1932, the І.К.А took over Donamon Castl 


camp. The castle was unoccupied as landlord C aulfield lived in England. Mick Price 


e in Co. Roscommon as a training 


from Dublin and Sean McCool of Stranorlar were in charge. Kit Conway and 
Seamus McCann were our drill masters. We left there after a week. It seems that the 
news reached Caulfield in London that the castle had been taken over. The Special 
Branch came to the castle but Price would not allow them in. On their departure we 
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then who hax I e in 1922. The wel Iso у › lads in irly teens 
Billy Mulligan was ap] ti f the He had a very good council 
of brilliant men w made every ‹ rt to TO ( litions о imp by 
negotiations with th ragh auth i getting better all 
their men, numt 


sed ther 


C ouncti v І t long іп operation when ne day 
ties told them there would be a cut in the butter ration but they wi 
tute of jam instead. The Camp Council then told the authorities that if the full ration 


would be taken. When a full ration w not 


1 
burn the huts at the far end of the ( 

' that happened te empty. It was a windy day however and more huts 
they expected caught fire. In a short time the entire ( amp was surrounded by n 
tary armed with ichine guns and The burning huts sent out a heavy Ы: 
moke from the 

[here was a horse race on the Curragh that day and the smoke from the huts wa 
so intense, according ts, that it was called off for some time. The soldier: 
then began firing throug! e smoke wounding some of the prisoners. Bob Flanagan 


tween two huts carrying a 


from near Kilmore Roscommon, was walking be 


bucket; whatever he had the bucket for I don't know. He had not gone far when he 
met with a sergeant-m ( е military police who shot him at close range; in fact 
he was right beside him. Bob was taken to the Militarv Hospital and was operated 
on, but where the bullet was lodged they considered it was best to leave it there. Bob 
carried that bullet until his death many years later. I was with Leo Faughan from Co 
Leitrim; we moved towards the toilets to take cover, but as we crossed the main road 
a bullet hit the ground beside us. We were all forced back into the compound where 
we were kept for hours completely surrounded by soldiers. That night we were 
taken back to the huts feeling cold and hungry 

On December 16, after two days the huts were unlocked and the internees were 
allowed to go outside Barne isey was in the hut called the Icebox. It was so called 
because it had a concrete floor and no heating facilities and no seating accommoda 
tion. Barney who was O.C of the tunnels in the Curragh and as Ireland's greatest tra 
ditional step dancer bolstered the morale of his comrades during the lock-up with 
reels and hornpipes 

On the morning of the 16th, Barney left the Icebox to visit his cousin Pat Prunty, 
also an internee. I was standing at the store with Pat when Barney came in. We were 
only a few minutes talking when we heard the usual breakfast call 'grub up'. We left 
the hut for breakfast and, before we had time to line up in the orderly fashion a sud 
den shout was heard from the sentry at the gate. Break it up. At this point I witnessed 
a lieutenant giving an order and a volley was then fired. Walter Mitchell was shot in 
the foot and Barney Casey was shot in the back. Barney managed to get into the hut 
before he collapsed into the arms of Ted Connolly 

At once Billy Mulligan walked bravely up to the sentry at the main gate and, 
although they angrily shouted at him, called out that, they were after shooting a 
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DAN 'BALLY' 
KEATING, 


of TRALEE, 


A man who has travelled to almost every All-Ireland final in Croke 
ing goes back into Tan times 

he 'Bally' is a nickname from a very young boy more than 70 years ago, and it 
stuck. Tall and spare, at more than 90 years of age he is not stooped, carrying him 
self with an easy grace; his face soft, not weather beaten. Yet he has spent much of 


his life time standing, ha ееп а barman, in a string of public houses in Dublin; 


for a number of years in London, and then back again in Dublin, two cities that are 
well known to him 

My father, Cornelious, was in the U.S navy towards the end of the last centur 
and he would have fought in the Spanish-American war of 1898. He came home 
then, settling, and marrying a local girl, Julia Hanifin, here in Castlemaine. Her fam- 
ily had no politics although she had a brother who had been in the police in Dublin, 
but who had resigned in 1916 to go into an insurance business 

In 1918, I was working in Tralee, in Gerry McSweeney's, and I got involved with 
the Tralee Boherbue company of the І.К.А. A man, a local soldier, was shot dead in 
a public house in Tralee, and, as a reprisal, the Tans burned the house. This is war 
says I, so I bought a Lee Enfield rifle from a soldier then, for a pound; he would say 
he had been held up and the rifle taken from him; that was common enough in those 
days. I took the rifle to Farmers Bridge, a sound republican area; ah, a great area 
entirely, just east of here, where you had men like Sheehy, Johnny Connor, Johnny 
Duggan, Ned McMahon, Jack Corkery, Mossie Walsh, Josie Hassett, Jim Galvin, Jim 
Ryle, Mossie Galvin and Jim Whiston. Jim was later 'bat' to Cecil O'Malley, the broth- 
er of Ernie in Maryborough. Ah, sure, 'tis hard to remember them all; they were a 
young and terribly eager crowd. Anyway they made me welcome 

CONFRONTATION IN LIMERICK: 

In the run up to the Civil War of 1922, I was in the company of the LR.A then 
occupying Listowel. There was a pro-Treaty group there too under Tom Kennelly, a 
good Irishman who was intent on avoiding friction. Before the real fighting com- 
menced I was sent on to join our forces in Limerick where Ernie O'Malley had been 
in command. A scene of confrontation followed for the city was a touchy spot at this 
time. On March 11, however our side climbed down; I don't care what anybody says 
but it would have been better if we had squared upto the issue at the time before 
the Beggars Bush troops got stronger, but Donnachadha O'Hannigan and Mick 
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Fleming from Ferrybank, Co. Waterford, whom I had known before, because thei 


home had been the headquarte: my command in 1940. I retired from work in 


leaving Dublin, and coming back to Castlemaine where I built this house 


I was not in Mountjoy when Thady Flynn of Beaufort, who got rid of the wife, 
Hannah, by having her fall down ¢ 'P well, was there, along with Barney Kirwan 
of Offaly who was in for murderi ле brother, but one way or another, I knew both 
of them well. Thady was alleged, as sometimes happens, to be having an affair with 
another lady. He decidec lo away with the wife anyway, and the handiest thing 

they had turkeys- was to let it appear that she had fallen down the well going after 
a turkey. But he made a mistake in that he dropped the turkey in after her. And that 
was how he was convicted. His idea was that the wife went looking for the turkey 
and she fell in 

He was sent for a while to Dundrum lunatic asylum, and Barney Kirwan was 
very sore because he knew, with the whole parish speaking up for him, that that was 
what would happen, while, although a very nice looking girl used come and visit 
him, he had nobody. (You must understand at this point that it was only political 
prisoners in D. Wing who were allowed to mix with condemned men; they could be 
at risk if criminals got п 

l'hady Flynn, when he got home, sold the plac: 
now. He went across to the Co. Waterford where he purchased a farm and was well 
liked. A German bought i e land after, Brenner; and his son became 
the Waterford hurling tea: 

^s for Kirwan, on wh tis said Brendan Behan based his play The Quare Fellow 
hardly a better looking ma ild you ever meet he had cut up his brother and 
had done a big job of boiling and scattering the pa lis said he had experience as 
a butcher. On a particu day in the compound he showed the prisoners how easy 
it was to die by catching an old cat it was running around; he grabbed it and 
squeezed it to death in ibout te ect s. That is all it takes, says he. The night before 
he had been speaking to Behar they wont hang you. (Behan was in on a charge 
of shooting at detectives i lasnevin.) He lifted a glass of water then, and he held 
it upright, resting it in the palm of his hand. Not a tremor [he fact that he was about 
to die did not trouble him in the least. The priest used to be working on him, and 
trying to get him to realise what he had d but sure it was n 
character 

[ am telling you thi cause though I was at that time in the Curragh, I had 
known Barney Ki in in 1939 whe served in Corcoran's of Prussia Street, and he 
was a regular visitor along with other cattle men. Thady Flynn was from these part 
ind I often spoke to him afterwards about the time he had spent in the ‘Joy 

BALLY' KEATING; AND KERRY'S IRON CONSTITUTION: 

Why did I come to be called ‘Bally’ Keating, you inquired at the start. That is a 
pec ial story. During the troubled time when we were active against the Tans we 

Tommy Woods d a brother who 
was mentally handicapped but had a certain amount of sense; he knew and could 
ee things. | went interned for the better part of two 


years in 22 '23 and 24. Wh ^ ime out anyway Johnny Connor of Farmers 
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Bridge, Mossy Galvin and I, the three of us; we set out together one day to meet our 
old friends in Fieries. 

[t was a great place you know. Fieries was a famous parish, just west there from 
Farranfore, and with Currans north of it, and Kiltallagh where the Dálaighs came 
from. We set out walking to Fieries anyway and we went into Woods'. When we 
came in, Tommy, who was inside said; what is that man's name, for he remembere а 
Johnny Connor and he knew Mossy Galvin. That's Dan Bally, said the brother. That's 
Dan Bally, and the name stuck to me ever since. If you were to ask in Tralee for Dan 
Keating, I would not be known 

I knew all of the Dálaighs; Tom, Charlie who was execute d in Drumboe; May, 
who had the house burned over her by the Tans in 1921, and Tom, who remained 
active in the Movement into the thirties. May contested Kerry North, for Sinn Féin 
on an abstentionist ticket in 1957. Ah God, yes: that is Kerry. There is a tradition here 
in Kerrv for abstention. It started with Austin Stack who headed the poll a number 
of times; haven't we got the Stack Mountains here. After that you had John Joe Rice 
and May Dálaigh; ah God, she was a fine lady. Today it is still the same thing; you 
will never sell Leinster House or Stormont to the Republicans of Kerry in my opin- 


ion; no matter how hard you try. 
In my opinion there are certain people in the North and they don't fully under- 


stand the traditions of the South. They tell us our heads are in the sand; but, in my 
view, that doesn't work. Tradition dies hard and it must be respected. 
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11. There ha paration two books, one ( ork citv based, and which this writer 
has seen, upon the presumt d innocence of Hayes. That from Cork, by the late Oliver Murphy 


carried some we use of its historical research, but suffered in at least 
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DERRY 
KELLEHER, 


BATTALION ADJUTANT, 
CORK CITY LR.A: 


e 
Derry, witl 


The Hayes confession was for me, with a combination of other factors, my final breaking 

point 

Strictly speaking I had no family tradition in the national struggle, says Derry 
Kelleher, formerly of Cork City LR.A; but then, neither had Commdt. Gen. Tom 
Barry or Theobald Wolfe Tone for that matter Discovering the organic relationship 
between the Republican past and the Republican present has taken me a lifetime. | 
make no apology for that however since the majority of those linked by family 
antecedents, and who rose to comfortable positions after the War of Independence, 
never seem to have comprehended in the heat of action what it was all about 

My paternal grandfather was Jeremiah Kelleher, a master tailor, and a Labour 
party alderman in Cork city for 18 years. His activities in the Labour movement 
dated back to the formation of the Irish Trade Union Congress in 1894, and that led 
to the fielding of election candidates when a new system of local government com 
menced in 1898 (1). These, with the land and labour associations, formed to contest 
the elections of that time, combined to create the Irish Labour Partv in 1912. 
Fledgling socialist groupings were springing up in all the cities of these islands, 
while in 1896 in Thomas Street, Dublin, James Connolly was forming his Irish 
Socialist Republican Party, which 16 years later, with Connolly himself in command, 
contributed to the founding of the Irish Labour Partv. 

My grandfather, thus, had direct associations with such national figures as James 
Connolly, Countess Markievicz, Tadhg Barry, the Cork republican and a member of the 
city corporation. He had a close association with James Larkin also, while Kelleher's 
Buildings at Dillon's Cross are a testimony to his efforts in working class housing 

He seems to have been an integral part of the pre-1922 scheme of things, hold 
ing a post as magistrate, well regarded by the Liberals, not quite so well by the 
Conservatives, and successfully marrying his two daughters off to British Army offi- 
cers then stationed in Cork 

His four sons, including my father, Patrick Kelleher, were relatively apolitical, 
although dad, as a youth, joined the Fifth Dragoon Guards whereupon he was 


promptly bailed out through grandfather's influence. My maternal grandfather, 


Henry Blackham, was English and Protestant to the core. A regimental sergeant 
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Coming as she did from Bandon, where they used to say that even the pigs were 
Protestant, Kate Manning was strongly coloured by the Catholic Protestant issue. In 
this she was no worse than all those hide-bound historians, orthodox and revision 
ist, who have failed to delineate the essentially republican ethos of the Dissenters as 
distinct from the Epi scopalians or Protestants per se. She was ré plete with stories 
about Sean Dearg Nash, whose cat was the devil himself, and who had inscribed on 
the gates of the town, ^ 'APIST MAY ENTER HERE, under which a wag had 
scrawled 

Whoever wro 


‚Р cAMP 1 
пе ѕати > ü 


Then there was the SI us Mackay presentations of the twenties at the old Cork 
Opera House dealing with such themes as 1798, the rising of the moon and gallant, 


inevitably green coatec nited Irishmen fighting rapier duels with the Redcoats 


\ccompanied by my parents a grandparents the performers aroused my patriot 
6 


іс enthusiasm. My father at this time was working in the engineering section of the 

Cork Harbour Commissioners where Tom Barry also worked ilthough in a diffei 
ent department 

My father, anti-republican but otherwise non political, became a bosom and life 

long friend of Barry ver the yea ind up to a month or so before my father: 

youth in the stre he 

Harbour Commissi n t] Thor Ashe or in the MacCurtain halls, where 


my parent nded for the tl ypular whist drive 


^ \ 


Му father wi o a friend \ Мт: Гот McCarthy, who claimed he was 
ite of Terence Mac Swiney in October 
1920 in the old Cork City Hall, later destroyed when the 
Cork in December 1920. McCartl | a good collection ‹ 
phone records, includi Rearguard, extolling 
vith whom I nurtured hildi iffinity because of І 
rain for the 
played a part in this slo kening my national conscience 
SCHOOL YEARS: 
From 1926 to 1929 | 


school, a national school, before tran 


ferring te tian Brothers, now St. Nessan's, on Sullivan's Quay; and there | 


remained until I obtained my Primary rt ate in 1933. My teacher, in fifth class 
Brother Murphy, stan it i y memory a strong republican, being lenient 

'oys he knew to be in I u ireann, while the goodies of the Catholic scouts 
he sought to penalise at every о; ty had the classic G.A.A opposition to 
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foreign games, to a greater extent even than the other Brothers of the Quay. Those 
were the headv davs, the days of great expectations, « harting the rise of Fianna Fáil 
which, despite the split with Sinn Féin in 1926, still seemed like going somewhere, 
and still appeared intent on preserving its republican integrity 

In 1929, on the anniversary of O'Connell's Catholic Emancipation of 1829, we 
bought for fourpence, bronze effigies ol the Liberator. The incongruity of the nation 
alism of the Brothers contrasted with O'Connellism would hardly strike a ten years 
old, especially as the celebration was nationwide, but I recalled it a few years later 
when perusing Brian О" liggins' Wolfe Tone Annuals, where he exposes the narrow 
nationalism of Dan and the record of his pro-English bac kground. My last year at 
Sullivan's Quay was marked by the emerging ideological struggle of a risen and vig 
orouslv anti-communist Church at odds with the now assured victory of a seem 
ingly radical Fianna Fail. It was an era of heady davs and nights, torchlight proces- 
sions, boycotts, economic wartare damn your concessions, England; running neck 
and neck with the rising threat of Blueshirtism 

From 1933 to 1938 my secondary school days were spent at the ¢ hristian 
Brothers’ College at Wellington Road. | considered it however a catchment for the 
progeny of the merchants о! Montenotte and the professional élite of Patric k's Hill 
and Wellington Road. Here I had an encounter for the first time with what I recog 
nised as the class character of our society, which might be summarised as, rugby foi 
the well off, and gaelic games for the working people. 

This was graphically highlighted for me when Tomas MacCurtain arrive d one 
day with hurley and sliotar, « nly to be promptly told where he might bring it so long 
as he did not intrude it upon the school playing field 


Mv second shock came when Brother Fitzpatrick can elled the concession of out 
Leaving Cert teacher Brother Normail to use a room for the practice of oral Irish and 
debates. That he was a close friend of Wm. T. Cosgrave, and was sometimes pho- 
tographed when the Cumann na nt зае! leader was visiting his constituency may 
explain his coolness for the language. In the eighties he distinguished himself by 
compiling and publishing a biography on Edmund Ignatius Rice, founder of the 
[rish Christian Brothers, and a native of Callan, Co. Kilkenny. For my part I never 
distinguished myselt at rugby, although I did finish up as swimming champion оі 
the college and was a team member in the Senior Munster Schools championship of 
1938. And on the academic side our oral group went on as Gasra ant háinne to win 
for each the old gold йт 

AN ACTIVE REPUBLICAN: 


The active Republican phase of my life began at this time, for in 19 


3 | had joined 
Fianna along with the sons of Tom Mc¢ апу: Sean and Jimmy. I remember attend- 


ing the Bodenstown of 14: colourful bands and a great husting, its massive size 


drawn form all the winds of Erin. My mother, under pressure had concurred in my 
| 


membership of Fianna, but my father swiftly put an end to it when he observed me 


marching boldly at the head of a squad along the Bandon road He had come under 


attack already from the Hierarchy, but our scout leader, bv name Horgan, son of Big 


H 
) 
Olle 


Jim of the Tan period, reacted by quoting lengthy extracts from For 


History, a book then in the reference library, and one that I late: 
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read. Meanwhile the I.] was being attacked as 'an oath bound society'- a lie 
they did not react as the growing pressure from a reactionary Fianna 1 
er concern 
It is not correct, as Mau Manning and J.J. Lee (2) have endeavoured to assure 


because they lacked the sophistication of the 


us, that the Blueshirt 
organisations of Hitler and Mussolini. They resembled however a smaller nation 
edition such as Norwegian Vidkung Quisling's organisation, or, as Desmond 
Greaves used remind us, that oldest fascist movement of them all, the Loyal Orange 


Lodges; at one time strong in many parts of Ireland but now virtuallv confined to 


four counties in Ulster. By 1935 the bulk « grave's party, ashamed of the wild 


man O'Duffy connection, hived off from him into Fine Gael, while the remnant 


hristian Front of 1936-37; some even joining 


found a short lived hom« 


the crusade in Spair had they remained long enough, they might have 


destruction of the LR.A as an 
its fragmentation, and a few 

years later by its 'mingly pro-Germa itude, and also by its questionable leader, 
Haves. So there wa trom 193 1 slo tightening of the coercion screws and the 
reinstatement of the discrec IM ry Tribunal. Th as 7 alia, a spalling off 
of some of the younger LR.A members into a new volunteer reserve which seemed 
to copy Hitler's Waffen S.S, while a greatly enlarged secret police analogous to 
Himmler's Gestapo - still with us - was developed from defecting IL.R.A men 

Nevertheless, upon De Valera's accession to power in February 1932, Fianna Fáil 
contingents resumed marching with the LR.A to Tone's resting place and at Easter 
time to display the Lily. However, after two years, as the message descended from 
the seat of power preferment and pension in Merrion Street, many of these 'veter 
ans' ceased to be seen, while the Easter Lily was replaced among them by a paper 
symbol known as the rch. It rapidly fell out of favour however, so that now, 
although the subjec police harassment, the Lily only has survived to hon 
our the patriot dead 

Completely incensed by these de velopments, I failed to realise that the 1.К.А had 
become undermined, and was being politically upstaged, and that the high ground 
of the Republic needed to be seized by ideological struggle rather than by apolitical 
militarism. Because they had realised this, people such as Peadar O'Donnell, the 
Gilmores, Charlie, George and Harry, the Prices, Frank Edwards and more had 
departed and with Frank Ryan, were « xposed to suffer attack as 'communists' from 
press and pulpit 

TIME WARP: 


I joined the LR.A during the school year 1935-36 while I sat for the intermediate 


Же! 


" 


examination. When I was arrested and interned on the June 3, 1940, I had never in 
those five years fired a single round of ammunition, or exploded a bomb or grenade, 
whilst my ideological outlook was erx ipsulated in a time warp with nothing to it, 
except such cant as England's difficulty is Ireland's opportunity, together with a 
smattering of ideas from Pádraic Pearse and Terence MacSwiney, but with no under 


standing that these required the added ideological rigour of James Connolly 
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The departure of local І.К.А volunteers Michael O'Riordan, Paddy Scanlan and 
Jim Regan to fight in the International Brigade against the forces of General Franco 
in Spain was not appreciated for what it was, namely the defence of republican 
democracy, in the tradition of the great revolution of 1789. We were too preoccupied 
here with the threat of godless communism being rained upon us to realise that the 
defence of the bourgeois Spanish Republic might be progressive іп a Marxist sense 
Adolf Hitler and his ideologue Alfred Rosenberg, had set for themselves as their pri 
mary target the destruction of the legacy of the French Rev Линол, and that required 
the destruction also of Madrid's embattled democracy. Thus the fight for the Spanish 
republic anti ipated the issue of World War Two in microcosm, involving as it did 
all those who had a stake in the fight against fascism 

If the LR.A at G.H.Q in Dublin was a law unto itself, this was reflected amongst 
the Cork command where a distinct distrust was nurtured of G.H.Q, and its errati 
power shifts as faction suc eeded faction within it. These however passed my com- 
prehension until I later read such books as Tim Pat Coogan's The /.К.А, or J. Bowyetr 
Bell's, The Secret Army. My confidence was sustained only by the firm and humane 
leadership of the Brigade О. Tom Barrv, and his lieutenants Tomás MacCurtain, 
Jack Lynch, and most notably, my immediate company О.С Jim ( 'Neill, a west Cork 
man and brother in law of Jack Lynch, Paddy and Tadhg. They maintained a sense 
of discipline among us w hile showing little interest in political development. In fact, 
politics as represented by Sinn Féin, was viewed with contempt and ridicule by the 
average volunteer. I knew only one volunteer who was also a member of Sinn Féin 
and that was Eddie Mc Namara, but he was the most apolitical person I have ever 
known, so he may well have been planted there by his own intelligence officer. 

Combined with our marked public relations failures, the ineptitude of the LR.A 
in dealing with Ireland's centuries of wrongs, and their failure in the domestic pro- 
paganda war against the steady progress towards a sovereign independent state by 
De Valera, was not simply inept, but at times bordered on the ludicrous; if I merely 
allude here to the Boycott Bass campaign, to their pyrotechnic activities upon Border 
huts, to the destruction of monuments and to the occasional assassination that fell 
short of a supply of convincing ev idence. 

On the other hand De Valera's festine lente policy did show positive gains in that 
it abolished the Crown within the Free State; it ended the Governor- ;eneral, appeal 
to the Privy Council, wiped away the Annuities, and by 1938 recovered the mili- 
tarised ports; a recovery which made neutrality possible in World War Two. His 
New Constitution of 1937 superseded the British imposed constitution of May 1922, 
while its opening articles, 2 and 3 - so much sparred at by the British element with 
in Ireland today - offers a grain of participation and hope to Northern nationalists. 


Prior to my joining, the rift in Cork was marked by an open breac h at a conven 


tion in the Thomas Ashe Hall when a large contingent under the leadership of Tom 


Crofts (3) walked out and ensconced themselves in new premises on Morrison's 
[sland under the distinguishing title of Old LR.A. What was at issue was the Fianna 
Fáil pension; whether a veteran who had been injured could take a pension, regard- 
less of his economic circumstances, and remain in Oglaigh na h-Eireann. The LR.A 
stood upon the principle that the men who fought had been volunteers without 
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TOM BARRY: 
the latter half of 1936 m Barry ha appointed ( Í Staff, and h« 
prohibiting 
cruitment of volunteers for Spain. As we know, over 1 rish went (not all 
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int Spain interfere with tha hi ight also have 1 e seizure of the 
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mation hac \ і into the rank ) rk Cumann na mBan, the entire operation 


idequate training in arms, I gradually became 
within the І.К.А despite the periodic admoni 

tions against ‘loose tall is though this could be the one and only source of that 
information of which the aut! s appeared to have no shortage. There was à nau 
seating self-congratulatory sense of inviolability that because we were, so to speak 
the one true Republican church, our enemies, notably the Special Branch undei 
Chief Inspector } м imbeciles. Members were too frequently arrested іп 
possession of the nam ) hers, or were too easily followed. Meetings were too 
often called in p ; that w bvious republican hide-outs, and therefore should 
never have been used 

In June 1938 my confi ce in the LR.A, carefully nurtured since childhood, was 
suddenly overwhelmed by a simple event. With another volunteer and later 
internee, Denis MacSweer we heckled a Fianna Fáil general election meeting in 
Patrick Street with shouts of 'Up Tom Barry'. Retiring to the Thomas Ashe Hall after 
wards we were jeered at because of our ignorance of his defection three months 
before at the Dublin April General Army Convention when he had been stood down 
in favour of Sean Russell. Within a very short time my hero would be supporting 
Fianna Fáil and De Valera because he was quick enough to recognise that, with the 
Ports agreement, we could now be neutral in the war that everyone - except perhaps 
Neville Chamberlain - saw 

At the Convention Barry opposed the plan of Sean Russell (who was not present) 
for a bombing campaign in England on the grounds that Russell, a court-martialled 
volunteer, and one engaged in a conspiracy against the leadership, was intent upon 
'a damn fool idea' that had no hope of success Numbers then resigned from the 
packed convention; Mac Bride was already gone a year before; he was now followed 
by a whole host of the older veterans (not all present at this convention), Barry, Con 
Lehane, Johnny Connor, John Joe Sheehy, Tomás O Maoléoin, Jimmy Hannigan and 
more 


Of course, as later events demonstrated, they never completely severed their 
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support. I was not present in Unity Hall, in Marlborough Street, so it was only grad 
ually that I pieced these events together, firstly from Tomas MacCurtain in late 1939 
when he expressed his lack of trust in G.H.Q, and later in Hut C.1 in the Curragh 
from Jeremiah Daly, who did much to flesh out and make the story intelligible to me. 

In retrospect Barry's action was politically fully understood by me. De Valera 
was securely in possession of the politic al high ground and this the new LR.A lead 
ership, with their totally militaristic orientation, could not comprehend. Instead they 
became involved in a futile campaign which, before it petered out, was to become 
entangled in a web of intrigue with Nazi Germany where each side was trying to 
best the other and use it for its own ends. On the outbreak of war in September 1939 
Peadar O'Donnell and George Gilmore published an appeal to the LR.A to cease 
operations and to dump arms until the war was over In retrospect, and in view of 
some of their escapades, I have formed the opinion that De Valera could, with 
impunity, have executed more of us, except that our frail links with the earlier strug- 
gle may have been the restraining factor. 

THE REPUBLICAN SWIMMING CLUB: 

There seems to be a tradition in the Movement for cycling and for swimming; 
healthy out-door sports admittedly and ones that could benefit our political image. 
In Cork, development of Cumann Poblachtach le Snámhuíocht helped to counter the 
'secret army’ imagery. The swimming organisation was founded in 1926 in Dublin 
bv such notables as Oscar Traynor and Joe Groome who were later to become so 
much part of the Fianna Fáil machine. It is historically noteworthy that in 1927, 
under the presidency of Traynor, the proceeds of their first swimming gala were des- 
tined, according to the published programme, for the LR.A Prisoners' Dependants 
Fund. 

In Cork, although all the time competing in galas, the organisation made no sig- 
nificant advances until I joined in 1936. The following year I obtained third place in 
the 880 yards championship of Ireland, being narrowly defeated by Rit« hie, brother 
of Willy Case, who came second. I was then entrusted with the task of running the 
organisation in Cork whereupon it began to compete in earnest in championship 
events, winning annually the Munster Junior Squadron championship. In the sum- 
mer of 1938 the club won the first, second and third places in the prestigious Lee 
Swim. By that year our club had been broadened to include within its ranks non- 
members of the Movement. One such, Percy Barry, obtained first place in the Lee, 
followed by John Sullivan and myself. This handicap event, or Championship of the 
Lee, as it was miscalled, had for us some considerable propaganda value, being a 
public spectacle that attrac ted a vast concourse of the city's inhabitants Membership 
began to expand and we commenced to think in terms of a youth movement to 
embrace other sports, but other events, unwittingly, were already overtaking us 

When in 1939 I won the Lee Swim, we swamped the field with 15 competitors. 
By this time we had negotiated through the aegis of a republican priest, Father 
O'Mahoney, from the University of Jacksonville, Florida, the procurement of the ser- 
vices of William St. Elmo 'Chic' Acosta, their coach, and an aspirant for the U.S 1940 


Olympic team. These plans were scotched however by the outbreak of war, and 


'Chic', already advised and arriv ed in Cork, had chosen me for his assistant, but the 
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know-how I was acquiring was soon to be lost as a result of my internment and, 


later on, enforced emigration 

In his farewell address to us in August 1939, Chic promised that, with more prac- 
tice, we could win internationally; after this, with war clouds looming, he had to 
leave us, and years later we were to learn that he had been killed in action as a mem- 
ber of the U.S navy in the war against Japan 

By September 1939 I was first in Ireland with the butterfly stroke, beating the 
reigning breast stroke champk a gala event in Eglington Street baths. But com 
munications were so bad within the Movement that we were unaware that there 
was an equally good Republican club in Dublin, of which Cathal Goulding was a 
member; and evidently, if one is to judge from Liam Burke's account, they were at it 
in Belfast also 

MY UNIVERSITY CAREER: 

In October 1938 I became a student at University College, Cork, thus leading ulti 
mately to B.Sc. degree in 1943, followed by M.Sc. in 1944. The year 1938 was event- 
ful, developing as it did to the formation of an LR.A unit within the University, com 
prising, inter alia, the medical students Alf Martin, Tony Coleman and Ned Barrett 
from Kileady in West Cork. The others, included one from the Free State Army 
Regiment of Pearse, Tadhg О Tuama, a brother of Sean Og, and another gaelgdir from 
the Arts faculty and myself. Vincent Crotty, a medical student, who was in the sixties 
to become chief of St. Loman's psychiatric hospital at Palmerstown, Co. Dublin, was 
originally a member, but he decided instead to concentrate his attention on setting up 
a University Republican Club. The club consisted of such personages as Maire 
MacCurtain, a sister of Tomás, a medical student, and Eibhlis Ní Donnachadha of the 
Arts faculty, a past pupil of St. Ita's, the school formed by Mary Mac Swiney, sister of 
Terence, and a T.D of the Second Dail, still laying claim to government 

Vincent Crotty had written an article at this time in the old Hibernia on Wolfe 
fone, in which he had described Tone as a liberal, which, I suppose he was; but it left 
him open to criticism from Brian O'Higgins who denounced the piece in his Wolfe 
Tone Weekly. However Larry de Lacy, then said to be in LR.A Intelligence, made con- 
tact with him, eliciting his views, as a result of which, he began to write articles in a 
new, but short lived quality journal, Republican Review of late 1938 

Vincent was well able to write, being at one and the same time an ex- 
Redemptorist novice, a Marxist and a Republican. Early in 1960 he was instrumental 
in introducing me, over a pleasant meal in Roundwood, to George Gilmore, whom | 
already held in respect, and with whom I maintained contact until his death in 1985 

^s is covered elsewhere, the English Campaign was launched on January 16, 
1939, in a number of cities. Prior to this, on December 8, the Wolfe Tone Weekly had 
announced that the remaining members of the Second Dáil, sitting evidently in our 
own St. Ita's, had transferred de jure legitimacy to the Army Council LR.A. The ulti- 
matum delivered to Foreign Secretary Lord Halifax, was posted throughout Cork on 
January 12, and students at U.C.C were made aware of the event on Monday morn 


ing by copies posted overnight within the college, combined with, Join the І. К.А, slo- 


gans. 


Derry Kelleher 


This was the first operation carried out by our U.C.C unit, made up almost 
entirely of freshmen, five of whom were ex- hristian Brother college pupils. It was 
followed by an operation on the night of February 2, and fully supported by Brigade 
O.C MacCurtain, but, as he informed us later, frowned upon by the Army Counc il; 
and this was our effort at defacing the granite Lion and Unicorn symbol on an ar h 
wav, behind which lodged the night watchman within the College. It turned out to 


be a Laurel and Hardy exercise for after 'imprisoning out all too co-operative watch 


man, we found that our ladder was too short. But the wat hman saved the hour by 


offering to procure a longer one stored in the medical building. With the aid of a 


sledge hammer, the emblem of British power was duly disfigured, green paint being 
then daubed upon it for good measur [he tied up man was then given а time limit, 
after which he could escape and call the gardaí; our members having dispersed in 
the early hours to their homes and lodgings within the city. 
} 5 


[he operation received headlines in the Evening Echo, and those known to the 


Special Branch were duly visited by Inspector Jim Moore, but as they were not of the 


student variety, and as the freshmen were unknown to him, the matter ended there. 
Not so however with Professor Alfred O'Rahilly, the College President; he let f 
print at the 'young generalissimos', only to receive an immediate reply from the 
Republican Club, breaking our covet of course, and drafted by the facile pen of 
Vincent Crotty. The rebukes and the argument continued in the Echo for some time, 
although, in the end O'Rahilly had his revenge, and a substantial revenge it was too, 
when he denied us formal status as a club within the С ollege, thus ending all chance 
of us really influencing graduate life. I was reminded of this on a morning in March 
1966 outside Trinity College, when I was on my way to inspect the remains of the 
exploded Nelson Column; meeting there by chance George Gilmore, he dryly com- 
mented; aren't we a great people for destroying the symbols of Imperialism while le ; 
substance intact. And indeed we are 

Bodenstown 1939, to which we now looked forward, was banned; we had been 


1; 
told not to attempt to come to Sallins, Co. Kildare, for Sunday, June, 24, but to hold 


a commemoration locally instead. The ¢ ork LR.A decided to stage a march from 
Fermoy railway station, through the town, to a meeting point in the public square, 
on the Cork side of the bridge that spans the Blackwater. A large contingent of gar- 
dai were massed upon the bridge, and, as we were approac hing from the north, that 
could prevent us passing over 

Marching at our head Tomas MacCurtain gave the order to charge. In the con 
fused mélée that followed I received a blow on the shoulder from a baton wielded 
by the friendliest garda in Cork, a man nicknamed ‘Smiler’. (Sprained though it was 
I was able to alleviate its effects in time for the Lee Swim the following Friday 
evening). The scuffling and fisticuffs were so prolonged that a couple of armoured 
cars from the military camp at Kilworth were then moved into position, although it 
never really got out of hand; the soldiers maintaining a low profile while the gardai 
moved back sufficiently so that a token meeting could be held. 

With the Campaign in England still seemingly on course, but painfully aware о! 
our own inadequate training їп weaponry, Alf Martin and myself made an арргоа‹ h 
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to Tomas that we should be allowed join the Regiment of Pearse in order to receive 
proper training there más was however aghast that members of the І.К.А should 
wish to associate with Free ‹ traitors’, although we reminded him of the prece 
dent of the Fenians training within the British Army 75 years before, and of the mort 
recent advice proffered by the Soviets when in 1925 Russell, Gerald Boland and Pa 


Murray visited Moscow; they told them then, are there not plenty of arms in the Free 


( Г 


state Army. Cannot you train there? practical advice perhaps, but the nearest the 
LR.A got to those arms was the successful raid upon the Magazine Fort of December 
). 1939, although it was never clear to me what the follow up of that action was to 
be 
TOMAS MacCURTAIN: 
In October, five weeks outbreak of World War Two, I commenced my 
second university уе; lan і declared for neutrality which all of us wel- 


comed, and while it later emerged it the Germans had contact with the LR.A, 


none of this percolated to the Cork organisation. (5) 


By January 1940 many of the leadership were behind bars and our local organi 
sation was under severe pressure. Following a short report that the film, The Four 
Feathers, then showing at the Savoy Cinema in Patrick Street, was propagandist, 
Tomas and a group of volunteers prepared to seize the film. It was at that moment, 
standing close to the Fr. Matthew statue, that Special Branch men moved in to arrest 
Tomas. In the tussle that took place, the weapon in the pocket of his trenchcoat acci 
dently discharged, mortally wounding D.O Roche. Much already appears on this 
matter in the account of Jim Savage who also covers the plan to rescue the prisoners 
later when arraigned in the Courthouse, a plan to which I was not privy, nor was | 
involved in it 

Denis MacSweeney and I had been attending the Palace Cinema in MacCurtain 
Street that evening. On emerging about eleven, we learned the news from Mick 
McCarthy who advised us to go on the run which accordingly we did. That entailed 
some discomfort as I had to change my abode and keep out of sight until the ten 
sions subsided. Mick McCarthy was however picked up as was Denis Griffin, 
Battalion O.C, in Dunmanway. Jim O'Neill, Training Officer was also taken. After 
their departure Jobie Sullivan was appointed O.C, with Roger Ryan as his second in 
command. My position as Battalion Adjutant became difficult as his successor did 
not have the same competence 

I did not meet Tomás again until 1949 upon my return from Trinidad, when my 
wife and I encountered him near the old Parliament Bridge. He was a man of great 
valour and integrity, and I am proud as a Cork man, to say how honoured I feel to 
have known him 

On February 5, 1940, fervour for the Republican cause swept the nation with 
news of the imminent hanging on the 7th. of that month of Peter Barnes and James 
McCormack at Winson Green, Birmingham. Jobie Sullivan had returned some time 
before and he made it his business to place the full facts of their innocence, (despite 
their peripheral involvement), before Tom Barry. Barry, to give him his due, made 
this public and offered to travel to England, but it was to no avail. England's law 
took its course and left Ireland seething in anger. The aftermath of this release of 
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emotion however was amp squib because оі the impotency, the in ibility of 
LR.A, and the fact t v were now seen to be wrong footed on the issue of neu- 
onally monopolised the immense protest meeting of 
day before ittended, and I groaned when at the end he admonished the 
crowd to depart quietly he homes. Barry of course understood well the score and 
sticking to his own wiser council regarding the priority now of Irish neu 
< for us were slipping from bad to worse at the evident failure of the 
snatches for internment. 'Pip' Regan, the Spanish Civil 
sh jail on a ten year sentence, while his comrade 
Glasshouse. At this juncture, Dan Barry 
ntelligence Officer, announce 1 that the rigid rule on refusing to answer questions hi 
)een amende d to one that ; Wt manoeuvre, ind even recognition of the « 
was the result of some confu wa to last, but meanwhile I w 
by Inspector Moore, an 1 и ble blandly to dismiss him with the admission 
|i member of Sins 
Shortly after, the order | 2 countermanded, we were attending a meeting in the 


MacCurtain Hall addressed by Jobie, dressed as usual in a high necked black pullover 


lanked by Brigade О. h. Suddenly there was a hammering upon the front 


door. lobie immediately thrust a short in my hand, ordering me to cover tht 
stairs overlooking the hallway below. While the hammering continued, he 
prepared to make an exit through t roof, dropping to the rere. Having suri 
escape route he returned, instructing m« to join the remaining volunteers. At tl 
ture the Branch men poured in, whereupon it transpired, their objective was si 
the seizure of Easter lilies scheduled for sale on the following Easter Sunday 


when we would all, or nearly all, parade to commemorate the 1916 R 


questioned on membership but m inaged to divert them with a Pavlovian version of 


tod 


what I had alreadv told Moore. Kevin Neville overheard me however and reported 
me to Jack Lynch, who duly questioned me severely at a meeting in St. Ita's when my 
explanation was reluctantly accepted 

I felt myself now upon the slippery slope as far as the LR.A was concerned; my 
confidence in it had sunk to zero, particularly as | could feel that somehow the Fianna 
Fail government manipulated our every move. My studies for my second university 
exams were suffering, and on their approach, I went down with a chill, possibly pneu 
monia, from swimming too early in the sea, followed by an atta k of dermatitis. I thus 
obtained permission to postpone my exams until autumn, but in the month of May 


torce to the sea 


Hitler's armies swept across France, pinning the British Expeditionary 
at Dunkirk. It seemed that the Swastika would soon bestride Europe. Yet there was 
nothing in all these events that could arouse me from my state of torpor; м hat Teilhard 
de Chardin was later to describe as the 'evil of disorder' 

I threw mvself down and commenced to write my resignation to Brigade О.С Jack 
Lynch but, unable to complete it, 1 crawled fatigued and overcome, into bed. Next 
morning was the 3rd. of June; internment day, had I but known, and indeed I was very 


soon to know, because at eight o'clock heavy hammering commenced upon the hall 


door. 
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BEHIND THE WIRE: 

I was take 1 squad car to an open backed lorry, alread) with Cork No 
| volunteers parked at the military prison. W held there for a few days befor 
being transferred t ork l on Veste “оаа, whose site is now part of the 
University comp t was there that I first ountered three veterans of the Tan 

ulready t еа и sew her ааах hooley, Paddy Canty and Liam 
Chey had set up busin« n Cork after their return from the United States to 
h they had been for to emigrate following the Civil War. Paddy Whooley 


: the founder Metal Products Ltd, a developing firm tl t had provided num 


1 employment; Dan Barry had escaped internment 


1 to м there e thr were however suspected of the stick up of 


radio station when a n ncement had been made warning of the dire 
consequences sh 1 Tomás Ma rtain be hanged. Whooley, I learned in later 
years, formed, with a group Гап War veterans loc sed and self styled, Irish 

Republican Brotherhood which exerci id lout at leadership level 
is the appear 


Wicklow 


German iglish and Irish; som these s lan е‹ paration from hi 
wife. The se lt ipparently arrest ; com y, was ‘Busty’ McCabe, lat 
' not known to have 

any LR.A connections and were released about the tir we were transferred to th« 
Curragh on Аце 

[he round-up had i V volunteers from all parts of Munster, majority of 
whom were housed in the not wing facing the Western Road, with Cork No. 1 
mainly in the south wing A in s prison. The LR.A administration of the south 
wing consisted of ry Cronin, Jimmy Farrell and myself. There were objections by 
some of 1 vest rk men, including Jer Daly, to Cronin's election. Cronin some 
time previously had n arrested, finished up in the Glasshouse where he went on 
hunger strike demanding release; G.H.Q had ordered him to come off the hunger 
itrike whereupon inger he signed out (7) 

[his may have rankled with t west Cork men but I felt there was a de« per ani 
mosity and mistrus the late forties both he and Eddie Mac Namara wer 


appointed Irish Transport Union officials in Cork after passing through Professor 


O'Rahilly : diploma course for trade unionists; a course that was intended to wean 


them away from post war ‘communism although to my recollection neither 
showed unusual interest in educating themselves while in the Curt igh 

Che jail administration was under the benign control of Commdt. Mac Henry, so 
[ was able to have my texts sent in for the continuation of my studies for the autumn 
exams for which | hoped to get parole. In addition to receiving food parcels from 
friends, we found that we were well fed. The onlv blot on this period of tranquillity 
was the gunning down of John Joe Kavanagh (8), led by Inspector Jim Moore, who 
afterwards boasted that this action was a reprisal for the shooting of D.O. John 


7 


Roche. Kavanagh, with | Ryan, Connie Byrd and Jobie Sullivan, was engaged 


in tunnelling into the jail from the grounds of La Retraite Convent. The north wing 
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volunteers had already tried to tunnel out through the University grounds from the 
Cookhouse, but were caught in the act 

In this wing Eugene Powell, from Ti ee, had made continuous protests claim 
ing he had an appendicitis or a dangerous inflammatory disorder. In the Curragh he 
continued the protest so convin« ingly, that he was transferre d to the military hospi 
tal, whence he made the escape that all the time he had intended 

We were able to watch the funeral of John Joe Kavanagh, passing up the Western 
Road escorted by the Cork Volunteer Pipe Band as it passed in front of the north fa 
ing cell windows his burial place in the Republican Plot 

During all this time there was some solace in learning that the Republican 
Swimming Club had won the wim, having recruited a 'dark horse’ by the name 
of Buster Dineen. We re transferred to the Curragh on a day in late August hand- 
cuffed in trucks, forming part of a long convoy, with armoured personnel sand- 
wiched between each lorry. At the Curragh ill our belongings were seized and 
searched, and I suffered the ignominy of having my university text books on chem 


istry removed along with my lecture notes All mv efforts to recover them, while 


interned, was saotha 
Cork Fianna Fail Т.Р, he was told by Minister Boland that it would not be in the 


r in ai ind when my grandfather contacted T P. Dowdall, the 


interests of the state to allow me have them. This exemplified for me that supersti- 
tious view of science, so prevalent in bureaucratic circles, by which chemistry and 
explosives are indissolubly associ ated 

When, in the Curragh, a secret bomb making class was later started there was no 
conceivable need for my assistance. The transition from pure science to tec hnology 
know-how which has so imp sired Irish government thinking needs to be evaluated, 


not solely in terms of consequential financial losses but through giving industrial 


1 


posts to academics, у ho in turn report to civil servants who have no understanding 


on how to follow up. Now retired, as a senior chemical engineer, | have no know- 
how of military explosives although I will admit that I once wrote a monograph on 
dust explosions in the food industry! 

DAY TO DAY: 

The large influx of internees did not cause any change in the administration 
already established under O.C Billy Mulligan. Mulligan and his Council had been 
elected in accordance with that І.К.А standing order which decrees that all ranks 
wither upon imprisonment [ts efficiency was apparent in the educational system 
that prevailed, making it for me a second university; the two outstanding teachers 
being Máirtín O Cadhain, later Professor of Irish in Trinity College, and already a 
writer of note, and Michael A. Kelly, with his dual lecture series on history and eco 
nomic theory; the two properly proc eeding hand in hand. Kelly was a major influ- 
ence in re orienting my whole perception of politics which, as a result, became firm- 
ly established in the socialist republicanism of James Connolly, with his fully 
avowed marxist interpretation of historv, so that I saw clearly the need to relat« 
events in Ireland to European developments. 

Kelly was later the secretary of the ill-fated Clann na Poblachta Party of Sean 
Mac Bride; an involvement from which | tried to dissuade him one evening at his 
home in Drumcondra in May 1946 prior to my departure for Trinidad. He induced 
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wide! appeal 

iccent 

).( 

Other occupants includ 
Union of Ireland man 


ibour Party T.I A] уу Paddy Mulcahy апа ‘Lanty’ Hannigan 


Bray of Lin | у nd Sean ( bhride of Mullingar, a student 


Galway University. | s quickly involved in digging a tunnel part of an interlinked 
network. М К it in turns to carry out this work whi wa heduk pass 
under Ht the longit tà t iC | to pass under two opposite 
huts, and then und ne of the surrounding 'vated sentry boxes outside the 
trench and outside the lines of b dw onsi hat tl were numbers of 
other tunnel leading in im ln it was ғ rodigious undertaking in 
vith the n t primitive instrument 


view of the fact 
and in circumstance Ёп suff ion and semi- darknes: 

[hose who would emerge hould we have succeeded, w xpected to be, in 
terms of leadership, of a higher political calibre than their comrades still outside, but 
It was never clear whe! уу were го ро, ‹ xcept perhaps northwards. The possibility 
however of such an eventuality being short circuited in wartime was brought home 
to us by an event one night when we were awakened by the noisy rumble of 
armoured vehicles, with the sound of troops being marshalled. The cause, a false 
alarm apparently, was that Britain was about to move south. The only other event 
that I recall was the night disturbed on one occasion by the ‹ xploding of bombs, jet 
tisoned by German planes, upon the Curragh racecourse, two miles distant 

Ihe administration of the Free State Commandant Mattie Cummins had nothing 
in common with the humane quality of Mac Henry in Cork Jail. Whilst the food 
rations were said to corresp to those in the Free State Army, there were periodic 
outbreaks of food poisoning necessitating a procession to the latrine within the hut; 
those queul up were waiting sometimes bent in agony. Several internees were at 
death's door and had to receive morphine during these regular visitations; a few 
being removed to hospital. The latrines were unventilated dry closets, and as they 
were locked inside th« the stench after an attack of 'Scribo', as it was called, 
could be foul. The night time use of the outside latrines on these occasions was not 
permitted 

Approaching Christmas 1940 there took place an event which was to radically 
interrupt the politicisation process. Senior LR.A officers, notably Larry Grogan, 
Peadar O'Flaherty and Willie McGuinness, on completion of their sentence in 
Arbour Hill, were rearrested and transferred to the Curragh. Acting upon some- 


thing close to the Fuhrer Princip princ iple of the Nazis, thev took over the democra- 


while Michael A. Kelly, Sean MacCumbil, ét alia, were dismissed from the I.R.A for 


attempting to undermine it, as Peadar O'Flaherty alleged, 'by seeking to set up a 
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political party’. 

By the time they arrived in the Camp the food situation had improved but the 
government, as part of an au erity programme, reduced their army's ration of but 
ter from the daily one half ounce to one quarter ounce pet day Immediately a meet 
ing was called in the Icebox, where O'Flaherty, from a stool, harangued us, standing 
there in military formation, with the threat directed at the Free Staters that we 
how them whether we are mice men. That sounded all very well until the morning 
of Saturday, December 14, when we were ordered to leave our huts and to repair to 
the playing field, as they were about to be burned as a reprisal for the cut in the but- 
ter ration. I hastily gathered up my effects into a large suitcase containing my pre- 
cious books and notes, and complied with the order. I considered that, with the time 
so short, people had no opportunity to sit down, rationally to think it out and, most 


tellingly, to object, although sporadic objections, in the short time available, would 


have achieved nothing 

One of the first huts to be burnt down was ours, D.1, thus exposing the tunnel 
underneath, but its extension C.1, was preserved intact [roops and fire fighting ser 
vices were rushed in while we were put under cover of machine guns. Meanwhile 
soldiers marched among the internees, brandishing revolvers, and it was at that 
iuncture that Máirtín Standüin had a gun fired at him, the bullet taking away the 
lobe of his ear. 

[hat evening the military unceremoniously marshalled us into those huts that 
were unburned by the Fire although previously о‹ cupied, or into some that had 
never been occupied. No fuel was prov ided for the hut stoves, nor were trestle beds 
or bed clothing so that we had to huddle together using what covering we had such 
as our few overcoats. Commdt. Cummins was instantly replaced by Comm«¢ 
Guiney, a Kerryman, well known to north Kerry men and to Tadhg Lynch, former 


manager of Harolds Cross Grey hound Racing Stadium, frequently attended by him. 


On Monday morning, cold and hungry, we were released from the huts. Where 


І had been situated was just a hut distance bevond the 'Icebox', so when the cry 
‘grub up' was heard | rushed to take up a position with my utensils in one hand пеат 
the head of a double file column. As | emerged I could see the ‘Ice box’ column 
which had got itself out more quickly being fired on by soldiers lined up at the gate 
One fellow, a stocky plubaire reamhair character appeared to be firing directly at 
Barney Casey, while another fired at and wounded internee Art Moynihan, who, 
however, succeeded in dragging himself behind the shelter of the hospital hut close 
by. Whilst all around fell silent, numbed by the shock of this minor massacre, there 
emerged from among the crouching men, the austere figure of Billy Mulligan walk- 
ing over the intervening gravel towards an officer. Calmly he called for a stretcher 
for Barney Casey which, in the now silent atmosphere, was quickly provided, 
although Casey died two hours later. 

Liam Leddy of Araglen in north east Cork replaced Larry Grogan on New Years 
Eve when, 52 ‘ringleaders’ were remov ed to the Glasshouse, later to stand trial on 
the fire raising charges. The order then went out that the internees were not to draw 
the reduced ration of coal for the hut stoves ladhg Lynch, a hut О.С, and a contin 
gent from west Cork including some city men such as Tom Murphy and Seamus 
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Ronayne, chose to defy this order and, as a result, were ostra ised to Hut C 1. I had 
no idea of their state of mind until Tadhg shouted loud and clear, sufficiently loud 


for me to hear, that the І.К vas now being run by Fianna Fáil. Coming from one so 


high in G.H.Q circles his « xpression confirmed my deep felt suspicions and frustra- 
tions, and I immediately walked over to the Cork men who appeared to know what 
they were doing 

All my old misgivings on the ev« ning preceding internment in June, seven 
months before, surfaced once again; did the LR.A leade rship or the considerable 
fraction of it that now ruled this ‹ amp, know where it was going, and should I con 
tinue to follow it unquestioningly? What I had felt about the LR.A leade rship, which 
had been stimulated originally by Tomás MacCurtain, was now b« ing made intelli 
gible, not only to myself, but to the other defectors as well in Hut C.1. There Jim 
O'Neill informed me that he and Tadhg Lynch, to prevent the discovery of the tun 
nels, had approached O'Flaherty and company with an offer that they would selec 
tively burn unoccupied huts underneath which there were no tunnels ladhg sub 
sequently applied for parole, and this was granted under the formula of my word is 
my bond. In his negotiations with Commdt. Guiney he learned (if one is to believe 
the Commdt.) that the k adership had been informed on the day following the Fire 
that marching in military formation to the Cookhouse would no longer be permit- 
ted. There was talk also that the Staters feared that the gates would be rushed 
Exaggerated as that might ippear, it was matter which could have been put forward 
in evidence from the Free State side at the inquest on Barney Casey, but it was not 
It is not surprising therefore that others and myself decided after this debacle that 
we were done with the LR.A. For my part this decision has been strictly adh red to. 

AFTERMATH: 

By January 1941 all of the former € amp Council of my Tintown University days 
were gone or dethroned; demoralisation reigned supreme as we tried to occupy our 
selves making match stick crosses, « mbroidering linen with sacred hearts or wheat 
sheafs, beating out rings from the silver coins of those davs, or occa sionally from 
gold sovereigns, or leather wallets embossed with celtic designs. 

I applied for parole to undergo an operation, but had to settle instead for one 
performed by an army surgeon at the base hospital; the same hospital from which 
Eugene Powell made his es ape, and the same in which Tomás MacCurtain, impris 
oned in the hell hole of Portlaoise, was actually for a time (unknown to | ugene) con 
valescing 

After my operation I was quickly transferred back to the С amp again, into the 


small hospital hut, where I read an unexpurgated translation of Mein Kampf by one, 
Adolf Hitler, at that time bestriding much of the continent of 1 urope. (10) 
l'here for the first time I read the 'facts' staring me in the face. The Germans were 


the master race and all others must bow to Teuton hegemony. There was a 'principle 
of aristocracy in nature' which the French revolution of 1789, and the Russian revo 
lution of 1917, had sought to abolish. It was the task of the thousand years Reich to 
undo that. There would be no invasion of England as | ngland, with its King, Lords 
and Commons, and its Germanic royal family - The Guelphs, alias Windsor - came 
close to the Hitlerite ideal, but the Soviet Union must be laid low, as it, after France, 


was the great y in nature 
On Junt ей Operation Barbarossa against the Sov 
| entv million of their citizens dead 


Union, a war that 
n to the present time. Barbaro 


гог in 1152, following which for 18 


years y, ending finally in his submis 


ion. He later joined tl than a buccaneering expedi 
| I 


tion and was drowne 


[he invasion open ountries that had been barely taped over 


or us within lt of C.1 hut on the mere 
drawing fuel, articulated the breac the nihilism of the Rus: 
ouncil, w authority to the questi 
january there had been a number of signifi int arrivals 
Id у cl у ^ I re m ly to be known as 


1 
Neil (ооа 


Соо № 


Goulding, Johnny ‘ [ralee 


dancy class, like < 


cause; he had lived and marri 


defending its 193 wasion of Finland then led by 


ed pamph 

General Mannerheim, (Finland counter invaded hand-in-hand wit 
Germans in June 1941). I failed to meet him personally although I found his tre 
of great interest 


Johnny Connor (11) dé proscription banning volunteers associating with 


the occupants of Hut C.1, is frequently to be found in heate d argument w 


Tadhg Lynch before a battle map of the new front in Europe, when they might | 
heard engaging on the merits ot the tank led Germans, versus the massed 
power ol the Soviets. Within a few years however, the Soviets were produc ing thei 


own thousands of tanks, while their white clad warriors were sweeping silently on 


the winter snows upon the disheartened master race 


Hut C.1, Tadhg was pro-Soviet, but this in no way inv ii 


Like the rest o 
dated his friendship with Connor United in the common cause of freedom ideolo 


gy has seldom per divided the bond between LR.A members, or prevent 


ed them from associating again after incarceration 
Shortlv after this Tadhg accepted an extended parole, while I on my part, was 


offered two weeks because of the serious illness of my mother. I was overwhelm- 
val home to find her convalescing, whereupon | took the 
swimming club together for the Lee Swim We found our- 


however; evidently Gus I lealy, later a Fianna Fail 


ingly relieved on arri 
advantage to pull the 
selves handicapped out of the race 
Г.Р, considered us too good, while Conroy, president of our c lub, ordered our with- 


drawl. Oddly, Conroy had been secretary to Ian General Strickland (12) but had 


now joined Fianna Fáil 
Before returning after my two weeks of circums« ribed freedom, I called to Union 

Quay Barracks and spoke to Inspector lim Moore to request extended parole. He 

i me the opportunity of signing out This I turned down, reluc- 


tantly returning to the Curragh where | faced a bleak and, to me, meaningless 


refused, but offerec 


future 


Derry Kelleher 
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Shortly after my returt ws leaked th imp of the arrest on June 30, 1941, 
stephen Hayes by the І.К.А апа; and of his long spi stionable 
captors in Rathmi n September 8 
ist upon « ils of the confession, for me, 
final breaking point 
ilting in m ening o [Iter sixteen months confinement, in October. All my 
books, except my Mick Kelly not 'sumal st, were returned to me, and I left 
l'intown ИШ hopeful for Ireland's future. To adopt phrase of Napoleon; I now had 
politically 
Returning to the Universi І found that Alf Martin and Vincent ‹ tv had 
come Б also ra 1 іп the Free Sta my, and very soon we resumed 
our political activiti ice more. These were to chagrin of Alfred O'Rahilly who 
was shortly to become President of 1 ( 
We quickly joined up with Michael O'Riordan, a ' and his comrades, Jim 


'avage, Donal Sheehan, Seamus Ronayne, Timmie Ahern and others left l'intown 


AA 


over a year later, to set up the Liam Mellows Branch of the Labour Party; and upon 


that being purged by а timorous headquarters, we created the phenomenally suc 
cessful Cork Socialist Party, But tha 1 story for another time; and even with that 


my Odyssey h 


Derry Kelleher 


remain 

onsulted about it; but 
yn into Armagh € 
Fitzpatrick 


[от Barry ent to Armag! 


} | 
had been а 


idduced 


5. In Febr 


volunteer ir 
»hn Joe SI 


Distri 
the household in inquiries, evidently 
passag to I с most unlikely), and 
mitter. He * d Bandon, and may ha ntacted the the Brennans 
O'Dono nfirms that, from | 
drop in upor 


of these peor 


iy mixed up in the 


nin and Jeremiah Crowley, who wer: 
or strike or > day of their 
sentence of three months in Art 
were interned. The purpose 
They both appealed to 


'ased on April 13, 1940 


refusing to ans 
was to enforce 


Commission ағ 


insights on Sean Dunne 


торап but it would be unfair to assume he had been influ 
enced by i sbtainable in Ireland where it was dipped into as an object 


of curiosity, and then ide because of its turgid prose styk 


11. Dan ‘Bally’ Keating in this volume, Sur ivors and Green 


n Barry, for General Strickland 
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MICK 
McCARTHY 


OF CORK CITY: 


I 
[ nome 


Mick McCarthy's support for the Republican Movement goes back a lone timi 


My father was Thomas McCarthy and my mother's name was Margaret McGrath 


Neither of them were natives of Cork city although they came eventually to live here 
My mother was from Co. Waterford, and I myself was born on November 10, 1912, 
in the old town of Carrick on Suir, on the Carrick Beg side. So by the time this book 
is in print I will be 84 years of age, if God spares me that long. I have seen many 
changes in Ireland, many changes in society, and I am afraid they they have left many 
'eople worse off. My father was a landscape gardener; there were big houses and 
estates in the Carrick, Cappoquin and Fermoy area, so that is where he had « mploy 

ment at the time. I wouk say they had any particular nationalist background, but 
ike most country people they would always support a pro-national stand 


І went to school with the Christian Brothers іп St. Patrick's in Dunmanwav, west 
f here, where we happened then to be living. In later years the well known repub 
icans in that area were Joe Collins and the three Lynch brothers; Joe Collins was 
imprisoned for nine years later in England; he took a prominent part as a carpenter 


in the first phase of the Kilmainham Jail restoration in the late fifties under Lorcan 


eonard, the engineer, while the Lynch brothers figure prominently in many 
accounts 

| am old enough to remember the hardships imposed upon the losers after the 
Civil War; not just the executions or the imprisonments - the latter fortunately did 
not last long-but the denial of work to them that followed. They were marked men; 
they were avoided; so many of them - certainly many in this county simply had to 
get out; to leave for America. When De Valera came to power in 1932 a few of them 
trickled back.(1) 

I was not knowledgeable enough at the time to think it was wrong but older men 
warned that the L.R.A were making a great mistake in supporting De Valera and 
Fianna Fáil prior to the two elections that brought them to power in 1932 and 1933 
You are consolidating the Free State system and you are getting nothing for it; in 
time they will turn 1 you, they said. Peadar O'Donnell had already presented 
Fianna Fáil with a sharp edg veapon when he commenced early on his withhold 
the Annuities сатраірт |, and when De-Valera came on to his platform in 
Ennis in 1931 he had won but that the move would consolidate Fianna 


Fáil.(2) 


Mick McCarthy 
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Despite the falling away from Sinn Féin in 1926, and the foundation of Fianna 
Fail as a normal parliamentary party taking its seat in Leinster House, a close per- 
sonal relationship continued w he LR.A leadership - O'Donnell with Lemass, 
MacBride with Sean T. O'Kelly, Moss Twomey with Frank Aiken, and so on right 
down the line into the tight community levels of rural Ireland. LR. A companies and 
battalions were scarcely distinguishable from the EF cumann. De Valera astutely 
bore with this; he knew that given powe1 and the ability to lavish (minuscule) pen 
sions on a wide scale, he could quickly sort out the post-treaty republican sheep 


from the post-treaty r« publican goats, and so indeed events proved 


The LR.A had long broken with Sinn Féin; that breach occurred in 1925. (3) The 


remaining five members after the June election of 1927, and who діѕарр‹ ared in the 
subsequent election of Septen ber, were regarded as old fashioned and were openly 
derided in the colum in Phoblacht. Through that paper, the LR.A called upon 
all their followers to support Fianna Fail in 1932 and in 1933, and so they did; with 
the results that of the older men of my association predicted 
By the late twenties the people were swinging against Cosgrave, and the соет 
cion acts of that time put the na Is in his coffin. De Valera was playing the land annu 
ities card: his chief henchmen, Lemass, Aiken, Bill Quirke and Sean T O'Kelly were 
on friendly terms with tl R.A leadership, so in every area Fianna Fail got their 
support.(4) It was their undoing of course, because he struck at them when he no 
longer needed them. Older heads of mv association, as I have said, warned 
were mistaken in being so closely associated with Fianna Fail; they will turn ag 
уоп sooner than vou know, they said, and, of course, they did. De Vale 
Document No. 2 agenda; v id the proclamation of Pádraig P 
the same. 
EMBERS OF THE CIVIL WAR: 
We were back living in Cork city w the honeymoon ended 
I belonged to No. 4 ( 
ind the Barrack Street 
Martin 
First, ther М tho 
ervice pension;(5) 
much lesser n er | | away by the attract 
and the 


lurner's 


arrived 


| 


created Bre t them. Our own headquarters 


to understand this when they twice warned through An Phobl 
id again in Ma tt vn into these clashes.(7) 
One night in part 


Cosgrave attempted 


Mick McCarthy 


CAT AND MOUSE: 

After mv release, which followed the enactment of the New Constitution of 
December 29, 1937, I returned to the city and was fortunate, soon after, in obtaining 
1 post with Cork Harbour Commissioners. I continued my association with thi 
Movement; and whatever happened in Cork, | had a hand in it. At this time Barry 
had been planning to bring the war to the North, while Sean Russell, who succeed 


ed him, wanted to bring ; the water: I doubt if I was mature enough, о! 


knowledgeable enough to decide either way. Here in Cork we were a bit removed 
from Dublin so that I suppose some of us were unsure which was the proper policy 
to follow at the time. Nonetheless the Cork men were fully behind the Campaign 
the Lvnches, Joe Collins, Jim O'Regan, John Howell, Laurence Dunlea, John Healy; 
most of them suffering heavy sentences. There were numbers of girls from this area 
deported, but I tend now to forget ill of the names. 

At all events I was not approached; I was not asked to volunteer, and if I had 
been, I am not entirely s what mv answer would have been. That however never 
happened; instead something else occurred, for on 5 ptember 15, 1939, a fortnight 
after the outbreak of World War Two, I was arrested in a sweep that was to rope in 
more than 70 of us into Arbour Hill. We were interned under Part V1 of the Offences 
Act. Michael Lennon was the Governor in the prison; a Kilkenny man whom most 
of us found reasonable and not overl 

I 4 


[he practice was long 


P.A's, visited your cell each morning and enquired, any complaints? Apart t 


anding whereby the Governor, accompanied by 


vithout charge - a complaint that w yuld 


standably, complaining at } 
not be listened to (well, it would; you might be told that you could give an under 


taking) - anything else, such as a minor request, would be noted. Promptly after 
we would be released into the compound where free association prev ailed 

Six persons went on hunger strike in this period of what proved in the end to be 
a very short internment; Jeremiah Daly of Cork, John Lynch, Charlie McCarthy, Dick 
McCarthy, Con Lehane, Paddy McGrath. I don't think they were acting in concert 
They were protesting at үр; imprisoned without charge Each of them was on 
hunger strike for around 26 days whereupon they were released. As it transpired 
all were going anyway. The prison was cleared out as a result of I ligh Court action 
by Decembe: 

| was not a free man for long. I was rearrested four weeks later on January 3 
1940, after the shooting of I Roche, an affray with which I had not any conne: 
tion. However, I received a sentence of four months, on what would be described 
now as a holding charge. It was sufficiently long to hold me anyway until they coul 
reimpose internment. I was released in April, as far as the gate; pushed into a car 
and driven to the Glasshouse of the Curragh where I joined close on 50 others. As 
our numbers increased, and as the Glasshouse held only 52, we were removed from 
there in April and I d down the hill to the new No. 1 Camp, consisting of ат 
issortment of seven hutments on the edge of a windy plain 

For the few hundred 13 is travel I was handcuffed to Máirtín O Cadhain; we 
were the first into ew camp. At that time there was a slang phrase popular 


amongst us, cop yourself o {Airtin was asked for a translation and he came uj 


Mick McCarthy 


onment 
Among my companions in the hut were Gene Harrington, my own brothe1 
Eddie, Seamus Goulding, 1 Lehane and Bill Kirwan; but apart from such men my 
closest other associates were Dan Gleeson and 'Bally' Ke: ting, whose story you 
have. Most of my time however I gave t ifts; to leather work; to hand bags, and 
to beating out silver rings fro: ings. All the time, next door, we could see them 
put together a much larger encampm f twenty four 60 man huts. That came into 
s arrived from Cork Jail 


tunnel network being 


[he Fire; you ask, was it worth it? The possibility of our 
exposed was always there even before the fire started. After it, we were into | peri 
od of great hardshi n the 'Icebox', where many were older than me, our clothe: 
were threadbar i those in any way run down, became infected with lice. We did 
the best w Па in th imstances, but even when we returned to our huts, 
where we lay upon the floor ontinued to antagonise us; striking, shouting, rat 
tling batons and leaving tl ghts continuously on at night time 

RIFT: 


| was not aware, in t ibsequent rift that developed with Hut C 1, commonly 


called the Cork hut, th f which was Tadhg Lynch, that there was a latent bit 


terness or a grudge by the Can 'uncil against him because he was a ‘Barry man' 
and not a 'Russell ma im answering the query in the way you expressed the 
question. I do not know if anyone had a grudge against Tadhg Lynch. From these 
small beginnings however a plit emerged that eventually engulfed all of th« Camp 
whereby there were two almost equal sides; the side on which Liam Leddy was О. 

and the side on which Pearse Kelly was O.C. I remained on Leddv's side because, as 
I have already said, I believed liscipline and I have always adhered to it. So fai 


us felt that a political party would 


Xf us felt that 'cause the government 
interned u it we would admit to | ' some threat to neutrality in the war. All 
Irishmen agreed w eutrali ut that also meant not taking England's side for 
we are not, after ; ft nation. Therefore it remains that England's difficulty 
should be regarded as Ir | pporti у st allegiance was to the 
Republican Move | е1 myself giving allegiance to anything els« 

As for the sh n hat occurt terwards; well there was Barnev Casev from 
Longford, Walt Mitchel nea illamor ind Máirtín Standüin from Liverpool 
Arthur Moynihan fror lillstreet; he was shot throug ver, and it was not 
thought possible that he would ve. Bob 
shoulder; four years later h irried that illet home with him as Р lodged 
between two bons Wa { ll was wi ing besi n у it down; shot 
in the foot. Call it par "Ti T t us be « ible at this remove, and say 
panic 


і counting the period from November 


1935 
rnment, I was approaching a total of eight 


[ cannot remember that І asked for or 


mber 1944 ind returned 


republican frien is in the building ind 
ye me continuous employment 


ners, which I did two years afterward 


| of Evergreen Road, and we 


лу 


ith families of their own. My 


ire, near to OU y 


1 bit older, but 


raiding party wit 
Cornered in the 


rted 


nornin 


and rushing 
ruickl 
[his tin 


lon 
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REFERENCES 


| lhe 


counts o1 


scribed in the 


At a Gener: rmy Conv held in the Queen's Hotel, Dalkev, November 14 

there then being tw« p e Executive and seven upon the Council, on the motion 
I 

tion with the Second Dail. They acc pted also 


form of undertaking, instead of an oath 


id the Fianna Fáil effort. Thi ised r urpris¢ 


uspend the Military 
Iribunal and г 


Manning 


The А 
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[ Wit), a? 


/ 
but one fact to dedi 


considereaá e Jact 1 І t there are tent їп occupation 


10 000 armed men, in tbe Ниет) л ! service Eneland, and the « 


10.000 


ina soonest 


3 LEITRIM 
BROTHERS: 


BERTIE, HUGHIE AND 
J.L. MC CORMACK 


па 


mto 


Arthur, the youngest, and ter ilom hor wa { on numbers 
of occasions In Ч \ mes w! : Bertie desci 5 they 1 hav heir 
mother m м frigid Gree ind brother, Micha 
Моует 
house. Uncl 
he joined 
jimmy Jo 
which end 
Paddy McWeeney 
to him v 

Oue 


А | | В 
Yugnnasnet 


had refused I r concert s h A d 1 enting it: от 


uehlin served 12 


vith the Blueshirt 
in Leitrim: at 
hirt group 
half murdered 
brothers, Flynn 
well n і тает eot } 
after Leo Duign: 
on the Can рар 
years, all of which 1 r e1 verv severe condition 
jlican around Drumshanbo 
almost inevitable t-al eck all to do with neutrality, John L asserts - they would 


be swept in during tl ig? id-uj une 2, 1940. Some time earlier John L had dont 


The Мс Cormack Brothers 


a six month stretch in Mountjoy. He was interned two years when he was given four 
weeks compassionate leave to assist his father in the move from their small Leitrim 
farm to Garlow Cross in Co. Meath. 'My three sons are in the Curragh but if I could 


only get some help it would be grand 


BERTIE IN 1939: CAMP AT PORTMARNOCK 
Paddy McNeela and Sylvester Fitzsimons from Drumsna were officers in a sum- 
mer camp located in a house in Portmarnock in 1939 belonging to 'а sandie haired 
lassie’ who had been in jail in England. She was in charge of food and domestic 
arrangements. Mixie Conway was the training осет Fitzsimons, a stone mason 
trom Co. Leitrim, was then working in Navan; Bertie was himself a skilled carpen 
ter and joiner. After some weeks Fitzsimons took him to Navan, hoping to fix him 
with a job there but while there in mid-September they were both arrested. As О.Х 
of the reputed tough Leitrim Battalion, Bertie was a sitting duck for internment on 
the outbreak of the European war in September 1939. 
With around 70 others he was held in Arbour Hill until December 2, when, fol 
ving the High Court decision, all were released. Arriving by train at Carrick on 
Shannon the party gathered into the well know hostelry on the west end of the 
bridge, Mrs Duignan's, Shannon View Hotel. It was there that Bertie learned for th« 
first time of the intention to empty the state magazine in Phoenix Park three weeks 
Sitting close to Sean McManus of Drumshanbo he received a whispered 
inquiry about the availability of a reliable lorry, but, having then no ready answer 
he undertook to turn one up later and to look out for a safe hide 
Bertie was not at liberty for long. The Offences Against the State Act was amend 
ed and he was again interned on February 7, 1940, with a dribble of others in the 
Curragh Glasshouse. Meanwhile 300 yards below on the gallops, the authorities 
were rushing ahead building upon the Brownstown side two hutted camps that 
could accommodate well over a thousand. In April, around 40 internees were escort 
ed down, with O.C Billy Mulligan in charge 
When the heave came against him in October, Bertie, on the Camp Council, sided 
against Mulligan, who quietly stood down.'I had a great regard for Peadar O'Flaherty 
| not want to go against them'. Almost in the same breath he 


and Larry Grogan; | dic 


Ihe Mc Cormack I 


added; 'I had a great regard for Cathi ' as a great soldier and a hard line 
socialist 


[he take-o: from th uncil of Mulligan, McCool and Kelly by O'Flaherty, 
Grogan and McGuinnt t ccurred in November 1940 was preceded by a meet 
ing of all hut OX when laherty announced that the Council had become too 
politicised and leftward | g. When the heave came, John Reynolds, long associ 
ited wit 

Barney 
done ғ ете deal of work o1 
nels and now they were abou be ex 1. Burn all the bloody bed boards 
to Bertie; there were three upon t tles supporting e: 
blankets, books and t lothin seven huts were consumed in the conflag 


len night time swoop, the St removed 


›2 from the in tl ump, beating them up the hill and into asshoust 
where ringlea tney wert u jected 
Berti nt five w the harsh regime of the Glasshouse which happens to 


floors enclosed within velve foot high walled 


Sergeant Ned Gill, a: d tir г, Hr he west Irelan ginally, can in each 
morning with the duty fice1 i hought to « favour by his heavy handed 
ittitude to the prisoners. Boland \ il iagrined by the devastation of the Fire 
were sist po harsh regime. You would have to Say, 'yes si 10 sir', on the 
daily arrival of the ficer r suffer upl Ver ard blows from the baton 


tairs, had to col- 


ise. This could be 


tea or soup could 
y fficers suffered the 
and help at bringing 
in coal for 
Eventually B V ken with the o ;- in batches - te llins Barracks, and 
sentenced on February 21, 1 te ree years › entered Mountjoy with a feel 
ing of relief following the rigours | аз5 1 r 27 months he 
released' from there and returt t Entering the now seriously 
Camp he was allows me tin insider his position; whether issociate 
the аду $ р or the Реа у group. His closest friend, 1 ly McWeeney 
was with Kelly; a Bertie and he had some sharp words when he decided to asso 
ciate with Liam Leddy. He liked was acquainted with Leddy, ind that was why 
he stayed on | e, he But it took time for the 1 to heal as discipline 
if a football came over from the Kelly side, 
you were no wed | T At that point Liam Leddy ipproached him 
asking if he would resume their quartermaster, a role he had fulfilled prior to the 
Fire of December 1940 
In effect being quartermaster for the organisation meant simply doling out the 
boots and clothing that the Stat оу1Яе‹ s opposite number in the green uni 


form of the state w pt sev, al э ; l as a straightforward military 


TUNNEL ACCOUNT 


Conway. A tunnel had been started from there; he however was not being told, as 
they thoug might soon be released, although he 
himself saw no prospect of that. Nor, as he expressed it, would one need to be a psy- 


cholos ou could not fail to notice that 


ill the time a dis watch was being kept window while another tapped 


upon 


lhe play-acting ended when Tony Magan approached him, saying; do you kn 


[ suspect there is, answered John L. Would he be 


prepared to stay worl he tunnel? He nodded assent, and from then on he 


was down, evt with a spoon or a knife in a dimly lit rab 


bit burrow that or \ scarcely turn around in 
[here were three huts link« the single tunnel and all was set to break out on 


Brigid's Pastur when earh \ the morning preceding departure the Staters 
arrived and placed barbed wire in th ies. Then they collapsed it where it had 
shafted down and up - a difficult í ring job - t ass under the perimeter 
trench 

DEPARTURE: 

When pressed as to why three brothers McCormack were in the Curragh at all in 


the hei; of Ireland's I rgency ! n the g« \ blic would have expected 


trained young » had a ready answer. All 


of our peop A .epubli is and Ireland у: shi I short of being free In the 


early days Xtestants so I had no hang 


must iwavs be n land 5 


opportunity done and continued to do 
I 


T sperat { perhaps looking back 


now, i ight 
ars, Berti 

Through 

п the big stacks in the 

nt for something else bet 

H approached Pete 


аа befriended many 


that 


lown 


lohn I departure 


Tony Mc Inerney 


Michael Anthony 
(Tony) McInerney 


OF СО. CLARE. 


led locally the 
' planes 
: McInerne 


many now 


re footy rints 
Jiterated. For 
in 


mort 


inds 
vent ou 


recognised 


ig nay pen more 


lame 
iw, eventually 
ilked to the 
ailing boat, with 


tire family mean 


GROWING UP IN CLARI 


| met 
i there 
d neutrality, 


in touch with a 


recruit 

We were ot 
ing in exten 

Ihe Broy Hart ifter calling on us to halt, started shoot 

[ do not know. The others kept 

running ither found a gulley and slithered 


| 1 nt wi I ptg 1 seemed to have got away becau e 


long it | 
eventually I came ing and reached a bus 


CAUGHT: 
I reported D 


instructed me to join up again ind contin 
ue my trainin; yom in a boarding house in Gardiner 


Place close to Mountioy Squar le 's were on guns; Thompson sub machine 


› tried before th 
an Moynihan 


months and 


one immediat 

Others may 
Lennon, the Govern 
Kavanagh whom most Republicans thought a decent enough man; 
screws too. Now we wert ider Free ite military rule; you could 
cordite of the firing sq 
the ones who 
Conway; they wert 
another fellow m Blackrocl Пере, making three altogetl 
alma mate! vondered what John Charles McQuaid, our President 
thought of us. Johnny Stack and a fellow called Mick O'Shea from Tralee 
lovely guys. So too were the fraternity caught on Cru 
from Blackrock, Jimmy Poole from inner Dublin, Joe Delaney 


Liverpool, Tomás McD Byrne and a couple more. George I luke, a Protesta 


Co. Cavan, demanded a service for himself on each Sunday morning. Just 
Catholics, he said; otherwise it will be discrimination 


In the event the minister refused to come every Sunday, although he di 
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D, although 
іп every way 
ly with Frankie Duffy 


ind 5eans 


| wanted to tell you the vs of Lime who had been so prominent in 

Fianna Fáil politics since the sixties. That Ni astonished me, for in the twenties 

when we lived next door, tl [ уу and his wife, Mary, were rabid sup 

porters of King and Empir е used go selling poppies on the street in November 

They lived on Mill Roa orbally, in a hot Rose Neat urrounded by beech 

tree: m 24 h ver, and with Paddy McGilligan and Thomas McLoughlin 

alternately urting o f the daughters O'Malleys found that their interests 
'xtent did this develop thi 

among the Blueshirts of Limerick 

Republican rea known as the Abbey, he used 


otel in Catherine & t. Shortly after that how 


ver they gravitated towards Fianna I 


When my short sentence ended I was 'released', only to be met as I expected by 


armed Branch men at the gate. I was handcuffed and put into a car between them, 
with an armoured car fore and aft. I got a right shock however when I reached the 
Curragh Internment Can ful, I thought, that humans can sink to this, not real 
ising that I must soon join them myself. Awful clothing, torn and shabby boots, 
heavy grey shirts and long beards. Anyone sent to a Gualag for the first time can 
expect such a shock, but quickly like the vampires, they absorbed me too and 1 
became one of them; a mere number in Free State records. A non-person 

І opted to sleep in the Limerick hut, with near 30 others, each upon a litt 
paliasse resting on three planks sup} orted six inches over the floor. A few mont 
later when the big fire occurre | the planks, and the paliasse rested for year: 
thereafter directly upon the floor. As а result of that too we lost the use of sheets, a1 


the lights in the huts were left lighting all night together with other rigours that t 
Staters introduced 

[ое Crowe, a steady and reliable LR.A veteran, was О.С of the hut, in which also 
was ‘Lantv’ Hannigan, Joe Bray, who later went to America, Plunkett Danagher, 
limmy Collins, Maurice Hickey, Bill Darcy, a basket weaver by trade, Sean Mulcahy, 
his brother Paddy, and Christy Dineen. Plunkett Danagher was our town crier; fa an 
sagairt istigh; tá an síopa istigh; tá an banc istigh, agus mar sinn de. Joe Bray, a tall hand- 
some blonde man, was never afraid to speak his mind. O Mongáin describes him as 
having that wild sense of humour that was a characteristic of many volunteers. He 
was adjutant to’ Lanty’ Hannigan who had been O.C London for a short time 
around September 1938 (being replaced by Eoin McNamee), and was later on 
remand in the Spring of 1940 in D. Wing, Mountjoy, during which he participated in 
the two big fights there. He was afterwards in the С urragh. Paddy Mulcahy was a 
quiet shy fellow while his brother was the opposite; an extrovert that was always 
showing off. He had found a piece of rusty iron that looked for all the world like 


Tony Mc Inerney 


human excrement 


the Stater delegation 


When Lieut. Carroll ar 


is responsible for this, he bawle h, that, said Sean, looking over 
walked across, lifted the rusty ( f metal a lid it into his pocket 
jimmy Collins, from Limerick, had worked in the ОГО mineral water 
the initials for ( Lady and the factory it vas ownt 
family, one of whom had been shot by the Staters in August 1 


; 1 
enever he was rel 


vnere wt Saw 
comme! 

away. Close that tool 1 the P.A. g us called him. He returned 
the tool box, and off he we 
blankets. Wait a mi 
pointing to it. 
With Olo in fr 
the gates we trotted towa the Ne cot hardly believe ош 
free firing, badly needed 
into small pieces. It burn« 
mugs of tea. The balloor 
they rushed; into a couple of huts, but they never found the door 

Whenever there is a gathering man beings in large numbers without access 
to showers and washing machines like you have today there can be an outbreak of 
lice. It depends on whether you are ш lernourished or not; on your bloodstream. | 
know that it never affected you there but it hit many of us, and when it did you 
reported it in your own interest through your О.С When you did that all clothing 
and blankets in the hut were taken away and fumigated, while we would then scrub 
out the floor of the hut t urred in most huts, with many people experiencing 
the itch. After all we were lying for years on palliasses upon the floor, and sleeping 
in grey blankets without shee 

And of course we were hungrv; really hungry. I had this starry idea about com 
rades in arms but there was a number of our own people in the Cookhouse who had 
forgotten that. They had a way of cutting the loaf into quarters so that you did not 
really receive a quarter, while they had an extra slice from many of us for themselves 
or their friends. And the loaves that time, while wholesome, were cramped small 
things because of the grain content. One of those days when I unexpectedly entered 
the Cookhouse between meals, I found one of their cronies having a feed of rashers 
and eggs; something the rest of us never saw from one end of the year to the other 

Ihe Camp Council should have clamped down upon that instead of the point 
less and protracted row they started when they ostracised the Cork men in C 1, (2) 
John Varian, Tadgh Lynch, Seamus Ronayne, Harrington and around fifteen more 
for 'taking orders from the Staters'; to draw coal to heat the stoves in their hut dur 


ing the month of December 1940, one of the coldest spells we had there 
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and the people, the 52 'ring leaders' of the 
holocaust of December 14, after which fiw f our lads were shot, had been beaten 
into the Glasshouse for their subsequent trial; I was only a five eight but I ques 
tioned this action by the Council 1 Leddy, Clements and О Cadhain. | know 
that many ‹ ple did too. Here were good I.R.A men and we were ostracising 
them, and some h idy gone on hunger stri | 
[ decided this day to go up the ‹ rete steps anc ter their hut and do my own 
investigation. I did not car ti 5 if I was seen anc port Some of them were 
lying down ind otl Ww Sitting re і the sto | с. | was well receivec 
when І explained what I wa abc told them I would not rest until the suspen 
sion was lifted 
| then met John h у, the famous Kerry foot! who had been interned 
in February 1941, and D Ryan of Tralee m that they had the weight 
and influence to press upon Liam Leddy and the Council to have the suspension lift 


ed. They agreed with me, and I am sure the tried, but the suspension continued unti 


it was subsumed in the la rer Sp nat veloped between the Liam Leddy and the 
Pearse Kelly groups 

І had no warning that the huts were going to go up. It took me by surprise and 
of course I could sav hing; suit, shoes, books; everything went. When it came to 
release years later, I had to borrow suit to go home in. I remember Pierce Fennell 
whose account you have, away dow I ar the wash house, on the verge ot 
the playing fields, stuffing paper between the vee sheeting and the weather board- 
ing 

І have the clearest recollection that day of Sergeant Matthews lying on the 


ground close to the hut, and Jimmy Doherty from Belfast beating him on the head 


with an iron bar. Matthew's cap had fallen off and I remember seeing his bald head 


covered in blood. I dragged Jimmy away and appealed to him; for God's sake don't 
kill him. Tommy Sheerin e big boxer came in at this stage and lifted Jimmy back 


It was ironic that Sergt. Matthews got it.(3) He, while a stickler on duty, was at the 
same time courteous and kind to the internees. At least that was my experience of 
him. Now if it had been Tack White or Dollard or Tommy the Cook who had been 
receiving a hiding Sergeant Matthews came back later to the Camp fully recov- 
ered, but he never knew who had hit him or who had saved him 

The fire situation was let get out of hand; it exposed the tunnels and we came 


more harshlv under Free State control than we had been. So many of their P.A's; 
their military police, were ex-1922 men, the garbage of the rural slums; itching to 


shoot Republicans; just like the good old days of 1922, and no questions asked. I saw 


lack White, a Р.А, telling Máirtín Standüin to get back. We had been herded down 
the field at the time; the embers of seven huts still burning. Máirtín refused to move 
to take an order from a Stater. The bullet grazed his cheek, leaving a stre ak of blood 
upon his ear 

[he first thing we should have burned was the church [he parsons who came 
in, Fanning and Carey (a right name), were no friends to us; one of them had 
advised us from the altar to sign out. After that, had we the foresight, we should 


have burned the concrete floored ‘Icebox’. But people got excited, and when the 
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the exposed network of tunnels they 
Clearly they did not know we had I 1 at work 


After that we we herded down to the playing fiek 
with machine guns around us. Held there for five hours 
into some huts, but many of us; around one hundred and fifty, were herded int 
hut known as the ‘Icebox being starry eyed, volunteered for it to relieve som 
{ 


older man who would not have survived lying upon a concrete floor for days 


nights without covering in the n h « cember. One of those was Joe { 


1916 veteran, whom I saved from the 'Icebox'. We remained locked in there for days 
without food so that many became really distressed. When the 

morning breakfast was called fi the Cookhouse, we all fell out 
quickly. It was then that the shooting started, because the Staters 


t 


sion that we were goin 


jt 
hat we could not mar 1 's they may have jumped to some silly conclu 
he P. A's pulled their revolvers and fired ie l. It was B and 
ple they were firing at; the other lines ‹ uts D. were not involved 
t; from the opposite direction. (See 

he Camp layout on pag: 

[he main gate was directly in front of the gravel avenue between B and C line at 
the top of the ascending road. I want to emphasise that there was no chance of rush 
ing this gate nor was that even contemplated: it was covered by an elevated sentry 
post, by other guards, and there s a second gate outside. Inside the gat 
time a line of P.A's were standing with drawn weapons. I was in the first hut a 
the ‘Icebox’ on B line, and that took the brunt of the unexpected volley. None how- 
ever in our hut was hit, and I must assume that most of the P. A's fired into the air as 
otherwise there would have been slaughter 

It was unexpected all the same; they were all dropping around me; I « urried 
into a hut. A dead silence fell upon the Camp, while a couple of fellows assisted 
Barney Casey into a hut. Another fellow, Connell, from Cork, got a bullet in the 
belly. There were others wounded 
At that moment I saw Billy Mulligan, the deposed O.C, walk out from a hut and 


step right up to the Staters, to Capt. McNamara; there are men seriously wounded insidi 


the huts. It was not O'Flaherty or Grogan who did that; it was Billy Mulligan 


Peadar O'Flaherty was seen by many of us as autocratic; a disciplinarian who 
regarded himself as a cut above the rest of us. Larry Grogan was a complete moron 
[ cannot understand the postures of these people; Tony Magan, Willie McGuinness 
and Mixie Conway. How can I describe them? Martinets? It was after this episode 
they ostracised the Cork crowd in C. 1. I have to admit I was never a model of dis- 
cipline myself; I could see too easily through the chaff and I was not going to go 
along with it. Yes, the standard of some of our volunteers was not what it should 
have been; the best I can say for them was that they were idealistic and they did not 
surrender. As for De Valera; we were not endangering neutrality. The only threat we 
posed to him was his big majority. 

COMRADES AND FRIENDS: 


Of the people who were there and whom I am invited to recall; well there were 
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in inner Dublin, Eddie, Paddy and 
»mber correctly. Paddy had suffered an ear 
> would only nod 
nd Johnny 
ent on later to be in Dail I ann on the translations staff along with two other 
in 

always struck 

ved in Rathgar 

Jerry Cotter tro: ralee w 1 witty funny fellow e ürtín Standüin, who 
spoke 


comi 


and left the hut 

Liam Bradv and Harry White w tw violin players h, › was Dick 
Mulready, Frankie Rogers and a ze 5; enough indeed, taking he instru- 
ments into | forn m | | 
occurred to anyone. Harry was so gentle it is hard to wine him running out of a 
Cavan fat 

Behan I liked and could tolerate while I wa ›‚ He was an acknowledged 
character; « g and full i Геп years later he was taking my children swim 
ming on the shore at Monkstown. Yes, that was Brendan. And that too was after my 
Catacombs peri about whicl much literary nonsense has been written 
Keeping order hat iniq 1 ice, І was. Between Gainor Crist, Petra, Behan, 
Hoddie, John Rva rol al le res as ever a georgian basement had so much 


rubbish wri 
There was a nd middle-aged man in the Camp from Co. Wexford; very well 


read and skilled er Tae’ we called him. I used join him and the Drummonds in a 
game of s which they w« med as they were quite eager for money; that is, the 


tin Free State monev. І remember a funny incident when I came out this day with a 


spread misere. Neidín sprang up; what th blazes, glaring at ‘Der Tag’. Why did you 


not play you 


But 'Der Tag ver got ruffled. He thought they were too greedy so he let m« 


win. He had a paralysed arm and a limp; but a fertile mind. Anything he had to say 


had substance. Neidín by profession was à mill wheel dresser; a very skilled occu 


pation. He and his used travel the country dressing the mill wheels with chis- 


els and mallets. Thev had a big iron bar which they could move around the wheel, 


which itself was used for grinding flour. The mill staff lifted out the top wheel using 


sheerlegs, block and tackle. The bed wheel was then dressed in situ. The purpose of 


the iron flange was t wure that the wheel was perfectly level after dressing. 


Meanwhile the wheat was ground on another set of wheels 
Mick O'Shea used read out loudly for us each evening in the hut the one news- 
/f what was called the camp rebate, received. Mick 


paper that each hut, by virtue « 


took on 


would 


On 


with a 


while the 


Tony Mc Inerney 


were those who dunned hin who had refused to extend his credit. Of course like 
the man in the f y tale his luck ran out eventually and so did the money, and he 
soon had to as same people for nmissions 

Seamus Kelly te inurn e. Irish Times, was one of the concentration 


guards He recog ead e ana | оп > from the rows of barbed wir [| let him have 
it then, yelling back, don't talk t e | fellow Irishman in a concent 
rry 
Spanish Civ Nar in tl onnolly column. His old comrades ir 
O'Riordar Smit nd others, were inside the barbed wire 
Lieut | marched up and down outside. This appointment was in 
piece of irony on part of the Staters, but Terry went with it. Afterwards h« 
tiated himself with Republ by telling tales of the make up of firing squads. He 
; that told 1 iat the captain in charge of the execution of Geor 
1. William J. Bergin of Tipperary, Plant's ow1 

Bergin died whil corded this. Sic transit gloria mundi 

[here was ont fabulous ch ter he Camp - indeed there w 
shortage of fabulous racters - namely , or ‘Lanty’ Hannigan; tal 
from Limerick city; ive as they come but the biggest liar in creation 
\ $ ibout him in Killiney istle in 39 in Harry, and of course he 
England before he had to scurry back here. He was interned from earlier on; from 
February 1940. Ther: | story about him I must relate; it sounds just | Lanty but 
it happens to be true (5). Н was drilling with a rifle a platoon of our lads in a field 
in the Plassey area and, as they sto d in two lines before him, he went through th« 
motions of presenting arms lenly the lads fronting him turned 
towards the hedge. Mystified, he sw round, to see a red bull - it was known 
Bugler's Bull- head down and charging towards him. He judged that he woul 
never make the hedge before the bull was on him, so he dropped on one knet and 
fired, hitting the bull between the eyes. It stumbled and rolled to a halt yards from 
him. The training session was then put oft until another time. The single shot being 
reported, police called the next day but went off, suspecting agrarian trt ubl 

[ remember another incident within the Camp concerning 'Lanty'. After the Fire 


we were kept locked in for long periods and those who smoked - maybe half of 


those there - were gasping. Suddenly through the top of the open window came à 
twenty packet of Players. It had been thrown in by a P.A, 'Thousands' Kelly of 
Limerick, a man known to Lanty, whose hut it was. Sean Dunne, later à Labour T.D 


and an enormous man, | mean tall and powerful, scooped up the pac ket remarking 


YY mine. There was an argument then, but short of physical force it 


remained unsolved. Most of the hut agreed with 'Lanty', knowing we wouk 
smoke from him, but from Sean Dunne you could expect nothing. In fairness to 
Sean, and I have plenty to say of him later on, we had so little to share that we could 
onlv share with a close friend 

I taught mathematics there; elementary mathematics; I liked the subject. I attend 
ed other classes there; Irish and German. Paddy Drummond, Neidín and Tadhg's 
brother from Tralee was the Irish teacher; a great man when at liberty for grey- 


hounds. You would rarely meet Neidín or Tadhg anywhere without a couple of dogs 
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on a leash. Tony Magan taught the German class and we irned a lot from him 


Song and poe was his method. We learned them by heart, and I had quite a lot of 

German when I was released. Neil Goold taught Russian. I did not know him very 

ell within the Camp. I thought it was disloy 

war that we should help England 

[hey advised others to sign « V еа hard trying to persuade І.К.А men to 
join the British Army. Six may | , ne but that would be all 

ON SEAN DUNNE: 

[ met Sean Dunne many times afte ve came out and we developed a clos: 
friendship. He should not have been imprisoned in Arbour Hill or the Curragh as 
he was never in the I.R.A.(6) Although he adhered to the dis ipline and worked lik« 
1 trojan despite his size, while the tunnels were under way. When he was released 
eventually he commenced to organise the agricultural workers. He was felling trees 
at this time, but through his union work, he built up what I will call, a socialist pro 
file and eventually got elected under the Labour ticket to the Dáil. In fact, although 
he could quote reams from James Connolly, he had no real political philosophy at 
all. He was a member within that party at this time of a group said to be studying 
the Common Market, and on one occasion he addressed them in the Irish language 
Big deal; he wrote the E.C secretary who gave his talk official approval. About this 
time he married Cora Ryan, a sister of Kathleen, the film star, and of John, the writer 
and painter 

hey lived in comparative luxury (we are talking now of the early fifties, of the 
period of Envoy magazine and of an era which our shallow liberals of the nineties 
regard as barren; people spancelled by churchmen and unwilling to enjoy them- 
selves. What rot), since their mother, Mrs. Agnes Veronica Ryan had built up a great 
business of fresh food shops in Dublin known as the Monument Creameries (from 
Parnell's monument) close to where the first one had opened 

[he house where Sean resided, along with Cora's mother, was known as Burton 

Stillorgan; a big strung-out two storey mansion of a place inside well kept 
grounds, full of valuable paintings and antique furniture. It is there still although it 
has changed ownership 

Once at a family dinner, and I suppose there were many such, John Ryan recalls 
Sean at the head of this carved table, set with every sort of drink and delicacy you 
could imagine, a cigar dangling between his fingers, a glass of brandy close by, and 
there he was enunciating the principles of socialism. Damned inappropriate as a set- 
ting, John remarked afterwards 

When first he was elected, and passing along the corridors of Leinster House, he 
was introduced to Dan Breen. For a moment Breen was taken aback, and he told a 
friend after; that is the living image of an К.І.С man I shot dead in 1920; can it be his son? 

The Ryan's had а factotum called 'Eddie the Wheel', for a while he was interned 
himself until Mrs. Ryan ordered him to sign out which he promptly did. He was her 


driver, and although cars were then off the road, she could not do without him. 
Later on, with cars back and Cora married, his unofficial duty was to drive the cou- 
ple to the 'bona fide' pubs outside the city where late night drinking was permitted 

One night, after they had left the 'Dead Man's', beyond Chapelizod, Sean called 
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from the rear seat for Eddie to stop; I want a leal Obediently Eddie pulled in to the 
1 


grass and Sean emerged. Attempting to re enter on the traffic side, Sean thought bet- 


ter of it; slammed the door and commenced to walk around on the grass. But I ddie, 
hearing the door slam, put on a spurt and drove off. Meanwhile Cora, who was a bit 
inebriated and very deaf anyway, continued to prattle away to Sean who, of course, 
seeing the disappearing tail light and no cat willing to stop after midnight, com 
menced the long walk home. Eventually he knocked at a door and got in som« 
where; ye know me; I'm Sean Dunne 'st Dublin being his constituency anyway he 
would be taken in. Like D's Sean had a personal locker in Leinster House. One 
дау, while Charles Haughey was Minister for Justice, he was called to that office 
This has been brought to m vs your man, laying a Luger on his desk. / was 
to me to ѕиттети savs Sean, smiling. He found Haughey accommodating in many 
of the no hope ca 
there was a Branch man in Leinster House with a key to those that might be suspect 
Almost my last outing with Sean was in 1969 after the West Dublin constituen- 


1 


cv was divided and Ballyfermot and Crumlin came together, leaving him facing the 


popular vote-getter Dr. John O'Connell, also of Labour. Headquarters had decided 
t 


o allow the two of them fight it although there was only a slight chance of Labour 
winning two seats in that constituency. Sean called me out to Broomfield on Knapton 
Road, Monkstown, where he was now living with Cora; Mrs Ryan having pur- 
chased the house for them 


He told me he was unable to fight the election because of the state of his health 


te 
but would I act as his factotum for the three weeks preceding [This I did and | 
enjoyed it. Sean was only barely able to get around. I drove him everywhere. | 
attended his meetings and was shocked to find that he did not give one damn about 
the Labour Party; its ier, Corish, or anyone in it. His sole object in life was to be 
back within the precincts of 'the House’. He was literally magnetised by the lure of 
parliament, and that seems to go for all of them. Forget about Fianna Fail 

the real enemy is O'Connel 

He had helpers with strange nicknames; the 'Brush' O'Hanlon, out of Railway 
Street, 'Stalkey' O'Toole, 'One Round' O'Brien, 'Footloose' O'Hara and more. Miracle 
of miracles, both himself and O'Connell were elected but he died within days; yes 
he died within days. In all my life I had asked him to do only one small turn for me; 
get me a set of the Curragh coinage. Minister Hilliard gave him a couple, but they fell 
into Cora's hands upon his death and I never received mine. 

I don't suppose I was ever inside the hut used as a Chapel in the Camp. Pierce 
Fennell is therefore not the only one who did not go to Mass. Liam Brady was anoth- 
er, although he may have gone some of the time; he grabbed the chance of a quiet 
hut in which to practise his violin. I suffered some aggression from a Kerryman over 
this until after the Fire when we settled into county huts and I was with the Limeric k 
and Clare men. Pierce was there too, and I well remember that story he tells of rig- 
ging up the makeshift electric fire that blew all the lights in the Camp. I also remem 
ber lying in bed regaled by his adventures He told me that once coming home from 
a dance in Kilkee, he and his friend took horses from a field; mounted them and rode 


to Carrigaholt 
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Leaping off, they then slapped them on the hind quarters and sent them back the 
road home. They had done this a number of times, but of course they had to know 
their horses; that they were not fresh ponies 

On the Mass thing, I recall being back in bed this Sunday morning; everyone else 


iaving departed. John Jo allaghan of Tralee, older brother of Friday, entered. Ti 


agairt istigh, he shouted; get up you fucking pagan, pulling the blankets off me. My 
boots were beside the bed and I grabbed one, flinging з hard as I could, catching 


ohn Joe in the mouth. He bawled in pain jumping on me and raining blows 


Covered in blankets ould not defend myself, but suddenly relief came. Paddy 


earl, from Coonagh ar Limerick, ran down the hut, catching John Joe with such 


a luadar that he t ppled him to the floor. /'// teach you to hi nan on the ground, he 


shouted. He bate the shite out of him; then separated by others, they all trooped off 
I 


ike good Christians to Mass leaving me in peace 

I was released at the end o ; a a half years after my arrest on 
he doorstep of 18 Gardiner Pla I 1ex he accountancy firm I had been 
vorking with, Purtills, and thev at « ; ne back to Newbridge to audit the 


books of Bord na Mona. I remained with Purtills a number of years; departed foi 
I 


ondon; did some writing there; returned here and married Teresa Hardy, a Dublin 
girl, in Haddington Road, having seven children later. I am still hanging on, and I 


expec t to do so foraw 
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iding engineer behind the Shannon £ 


Lanty 
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Sean Dunne as a tall 
Connol | 


young man witha t 


esemblance 
nnolly moustache. He 


1 full ( 
tor posession of 


| received а tv 
Mat 


velve month s 
ser pi ol ind one round of ammunition 
1 
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» him an advantage, especially as he could swinj 
'am tried to score. As we played it in Arbour Hill it was a rou 


most as tall as the т 


when the other t« 


Playing ! 


game, 5éamus Says, W 


( теогре Molloy 


GEORGE 
MOLLOY 


OF WEXFORD TOWN 


George lists friends f tl e) d relates how | came 


Republican,but first talking le ibout himself, George, now well over 80 years of 
age, allowed his memory range back over other Wexford men interned, commen 
ing with Tom Cullimore, youngish, a school teacher, well able to write, and, accord 
ing to George, naturally clever. He was an organiser, he thought, as he moved all 


over the country. (He з actually 11, of the І.К.А in the county). 


As for Der Tag, a nickname К lick Conroy; myself and Peter Donnelly, he relat 
ed, were invited this day to his home in Gorey. The house, was vers good for a bach 
elor; tidy in all respects, and he appeared to read a lot 


Why did you bring us here, Peter asked, as they sat by his fireside. Because, he 


inswered, І want you to know that ат as good as any man in the Movement. I may 


be older than many but I am as good 


Nicky Boggan of Ballycogley came from a family that produced great hurling 
people and Nicky was a sound full back. He organised things around Ballycogley, 
keeping the Movement going there. He came then into Wexford town where Hayes 
made him Quart 

He had been O.C of Fianna when he was young, and even had travelled with dis 
patches in the Civil War. He was active from an early age, an exemplary Republican 
with good morals he was a fine type of person; altogether a man you could look up 
to. There was no other man in the Movement for whom we had greater respect 

[here was David Grace of Island Road, Enniscorthy; but I cannot tell much of 
him as I scarcely knew him. Walter Sutton of Enniscorthy was older than some of 
them, but a hardy man. He was not a fellow who was physically active in the 
Movement as he had a small impediment, but he was one held in great respect as 
being very dependable 

Jim Kerr's people of Enniscorthy were in the watch-making business and hence 
they were comparatively well off. They were displeased that Jim had become mixed 
up with the LR.A, | hat did not deter him for, when he was in the Curragh a 
while, he teamed up with 'the Reds 

Joe Leary of Clonroche was a nice fellow, although I never really got close to him 


Tom Murphy of New Ross and Joe had the secretaryship of the G.A.A for a number 


of years 


раш in 
|i man interes 


interned he 


self and ye 
ind another time with ‹ 


I onality 


а great nS} I [ 

LIVED WITH STEPHEN HAYES: 

| knew < hen Haves very well, for I lived with him in Rosslare 
a house. It may уе been on loan from a friend or it may ha 


Anyway, I stayed with him summer for about 10 days. He h 


Enniscorthy, wl his f т had been a publican, and was arrested | 


outbreak there in 1916. There were seven boys and four girls in the 


Mary later ma 
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Portlaoise. In som red to as ‘Little Benny 


explain why. Jim € 1 continued to believe in his innocence 


HOW I CAME TO BE A REPUBLICAN: 


Dropping what was clearly to George a distasteful subject, h« 
inception into the К yvement. | was born, he said 
| s nat mother, whose maiden name wa: 

from Еау ће, here in Wexford town, was in Cumann na mBan. I had thre: 
one brother, his , prominent afterwards in the spring in« 


[hough I never joined inna, І knew many і but I had 


R.A although still only 1( was living at that time in Faythe 


+} 
ne \ у 


| 
Donnelly of Whiterock: he was long prominent апа w 


I stayed ou 11у › 16, having ren ained at schoo 


or another 


again I contacted 


later, if came to 


ROUNDED UP: 


1 fine family 


then, that I had 


отт 


931, Matt Kent is reported jailed 


Stephen Hayes was born on December 26, 1902, at the family resider 


Enniscorthy. He joined Fianna prior 1916; left school in 1920, becoming a clerk in Wexford 


o. Council iat time he w ! sprint athlete and played senior gaelic. He served 14 month 


internment durit he Ci Мат in Hare Park, the Curragh. He died in Enniscorthy in 1974 


suspect 
| 1 
embezzl 


ounty Wexford Prisoners in the Curragh, 1940-1945 


gives 19 as the number interned ft 
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EAMON O 
CIANAIN: 


BEAL FEIRISTE: 
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1 


| Ag 
1M 


inother 


rece ntly 


>it he néVer got any money or thing: 


1 lot from Gearóid O Maolmhichil 


Steeped in the Gaelic tradition 
leep melodious voice that was 
and Skibbereen, which he 

song he translated from English 
I learned 

a anam 

the moment I am 


slands in the Hebrides 


from my father. My 


1 to Belfast 
isan 
here being Quaker 
n errand boy 
old 


whe re 


iis stage I will just tell 
rogue but no one could prove it 
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ouldn't 
d in the slaughter 
got hit on his 
exchanges that he lay 


brought to hospi 


; with him told me. As a result 


rubber padding on it until t 
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І believe he died after 
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watching 


When it bec 


branch of the Gat 
lig is the а: 
d would laugl 


garh tight 


Bodenstown ! Folio ig vear, 193 A couple of train load oft fast t 


sunday. Wt sembled upon the a \ id down from Connolly Station 


Y 1 
t і 


gardai were line government hac 
banned the nstown parade that vear, not for the first time. When we started to 
march the gardai baton charged the head of the procession led by Clann 1 ladh Pipe 
Band. There was a scattering match then and some of the bandsmen lost their drums 

instrumet 

We re ‘ t gain t this tim Nas band leading us. V 
charged t gardai тї; out of the wav, and we marched through Dublin, up one 
side nnell Street id аом th ‘ther for about an hour. We assembled then 
at the G.P.O where Ruairi Brugha рау » oration and symbolically burned a Union 
jack. He later became ail T it's a very strange world 

While attending gun k res and [ ides Phantom Army' we were also 
called mainly to parade publicly on occasion as a show of strength, and as a recruit 
ment drive in safe ar We were also involved in collections for the Prisoners' 
Dependents Fund, and we « elivered War News. Then the reports of the heavy sen- 
tences being n 1 out to Republican prisoners reached us from England; Rory 
Campbell receiving 20 years, along with many others. There was dismay and anger 
it that, only to be followed by the execution of Barnes and McCormack; but by that 
time we knex hat tl ings wel Lg ying too well 

War had brok« Europe, and that brought its own changes. The blackout, 
the ration cards, the identity cards; and Mackie's went heavily into war work. I wa 
sent to help on ai irts. 1 found mvself on the night shifts. In the meantime 
raids and round-u f republican suspects were becoming all too frequent My time 
came on Saturda е 8th. of February 1941 at five o'clock in the morning, a date | 
remember well. Six big R men came noisilv into my room and told me to get 
dressed. One of them wa ( lier whom mv dad knew; he called him all the 


names of the da | me awav but it didn't do any good. I was taken to the 


Springfield Road barracks, ат then to Hasting Street, and from there to Chichester 


Street. I was held there over the week-end and brought to the ¢ rumlin Road Prison 
on Monday. I was ther detention, as distinct from internment 

There were already a number who had gone to the Appeal Board and who had 
signed statement T become involved with the LR.A, but they refused to tell 
names of friends 1 of them - a form of blackmail - so they were held 
for nearly two years bef being released. I met Gerry Doherty from Derry city 


while on detention rood friends. We received then our internment 
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papers and were transferred immediate ly to the internees' wing. We had been held 
in C. Wing on detention, and the internees were in D. Wing 

Almost as soon « erry was behind bars he started to look for a way out. Some 
of the internees had been in since ristmas 1938. A lot had been in the Crumlin and 
then in Derry; then to the prison ship Al Rawdah, and back again to the Crum. A few 
attempts at escape had failed, and to some it seemed impossible to escape but wee 
Gerry found a3 

He observed from one of the top windows that the ordinary prisoners from ( 


n 


Wing, who worked in the wood yard were taken back into their cells at 12.15 and 


1.15 for their meals. The internees came in from their exercise yard at 12.30. and 4.30, 


leaving the wood yard empty for a quarter of an hour each morning and afternoon 
He figured that, if we could get through the corrugated sheeting that 
two yards, we could reach the wall in a few minutes 

IHE ESCAPE: 

He came to me three months after our internment and told me he had found a 
way out. I said I would go with him. There was another Derry man who wished to 
go; Paddy Gallagher. Gerry made a spanner from a dining spoon ladle to loosen the 
nuts in the fence. We made a rope from sheets, and a hook from reinforced plywood 
At four o'clock we sat near the spot where we hoped to depart from. It was a lovely 
sunny day so a lot of the lads were sunbathing nearby. When we got the all clear at 
4.15, Gerry loosened the nuts and pulled the corrugated sheet up high enough 
pass through. As we were going out one lad said after me, wh 
Dublin, І answered. We reached the wall without any difficulty; Paddy threw the 


rope over the wall a he hook caught first time. He tried to climb up but t 
wood hook broke in halves. We scurried back unobserved into our own yard ju 


they were about to go in to dinner 


During the following w we were approached by Liam Burke, Phil McTaggart 
and 'Bildo' Watson, all anxious to find out about our intended escape. They had 
been interned a year longer than us; they were intensely keen теак out if they 
could. They wanted to know of the possibility of another attempt with a stronger 
hook. Gerry and I could see no reason why we would not have another go at escap- 


ing but Paddy Gallagher thought it would be too soon to try again. A screw had seen 


us at the wall but he was a long way from us: he was a maintenance man who was 


always dressed in dungarees. He would have repaired the corrugated sheets we had 
l 


pulled apart. Paddy thought that they might be watching us, so he decided we 
should lie low and wait. There was a real possibility that once exposed upon the 
wall you could be shot as all of those patrolling the wall carried guns 

| must mention that most of the men thought we were right to have a go at escap 
ing, but there were those who thought differently, One well known Belfast 
Republican came to me and gave off to me having the cheek to try to escape, and 
' privileges enjoyed by the internees'. According to him we had no 


maybe ‘lose all the 
right to do so when there were men in for years and we were in only three months 
[ told him I thought it was our duty to escape and that we would do it again if the 
chance came 


During the week we got four tie bars from under the collapsible tables in the din 
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ing hall. We used a large cardboard box to form the bars into the shape of hooks 
Then we bound the hooks together as one strong hook capable of taking the weight 
of one man. The bars already had a notch at their end which would engage under 
the projecting wall coping. We decided to go the following Friday, a week after our 
first attempt, but agreed to go at 12.15 this time. I was to bring the hook down and 
get myself near the spot around 12 o'clock. It had been raining early on and the 
ground was wet. I had the hook concealed under my overcoat and I was walking 
around the yard with Harry 'Cornflakes' McKenna. Harry was from the Shore Road 
in Belfast. He did not like porridge so he had his mother bring in a 1: » packet of 


Bore because his conversation tended 


cornflakes each week. He was nick named The 
to be childish. It was tl | at the time, especially with ‘Rocky’ Burns and big 
Seamus McKearney a few others, to pick on people's interests and called them 
bores. I was the Singing Bore because I was always singing. Then we had the Gael 
Bores, the Chess Bo Physical Culture Bores, the Football Bores, the Music Bores and 
so on. I called Rocky (2) the Messing Bore. He was always messing about, wrestling 
sparring or playing practical jokes. He was a great man and helped to make intern 
ment bearable. A skilled Gaelic speaker and teacher who loved fun and let nothing 
get him down. Prisoners always need a person like ‘Rocky’ Burns to help them do 
their time, or in this cz | limitless and seeming unending internment 

When it was time for me to be seated near the spot, I said to Harry that I wa: 
going to sit down, hoping he would go away. He didnt, and as I put my coat on the 
ground and s t he did likewise. As he sat down he put his hand on my coat 


to 


ind he must have felt the hook. He didn't say anything but immediately began 
talk about escaping, asking me if if I thought we could try again. We had promised 
to keep our attempt a secret between the five who were to go, so I had to put Harry 
off, but he persisted in trying to get me to say something until eventually he gave 
up and said he was going in wing me sitting there. There was a screw only about 
ten yards from where we were to go, but as the fence ran from the end of D. Wing 
parallel with the p: 1 we walked around, turning at right angles about ten feet from 
C. Wing, we were out eht around a corner 

When Gerry, Liam, Phil and ‘‘Bildo” came it took only a few minutes to make an 
opening. The wood yard was now empty and, as we were going through, big Harry 


O'Rawe and Paddy Joe Doyle joined us but on condition they would be the last to 


go up the rope. They had spoken that morning to Liam and it was just as well as 


events turned out. We 1 hed the wall at the same spot as before and again with 
We had been very lucky with our throws. 'Bildo' was up 


the rope ina hook sit better on the wall. He then jumped down the 


other side. I was up next with the help of Liam Burke who nearly threw me over the 
| 


wall. Liam shot up next and Phil after him. Gerry was on the rope when two screws 


appeared. They grabbed at Gerry's legs but Big Harry and Paddy Joe pulled them 
out of the way and wrestled with them, giving Gerry the chance to get over the wall 
It was lucky for Gerry that Harrv and Paddy came in at the last moment or the man 
who made the escape possible would h ive been caught 


Liam and I and ‘Bildo’ ran along the side of the prison wall towards the Crumlin 


Road. There was anotl maller wall about 20 feet from the main wall. It separat 
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ed St. Malachy's playing fields and a convent beside the Mater Hospital. We got up 
upon this where we could see some nuns ind two young novices walking around 
the grounds. 'Bildo' at this point tried to slide down the roof of a glasshouse built 
against the wall. His foot went through a pane however with a loud crash. That sta: 
tled the nuns. Liam and I had jumped unnoticed to the ground, but 'Bildo' caught 
hold of a novice telling her not to be frightened; that we were republican internees 
escaping from jail 

All the nuns went scurrving about, running everywhere. The excitement was 
tremendous and Liam was asking to be shown the road out. I was shouting, / ul 


show us how to get out. The sisters were anxious however for the younger nuns, The 


young nun ‘Bildo’ had caught, putting his hand over her mouth, had just been in the 


convent four weeks. She was only about 15 years old, from Clare or somewhere in 


the west, and she knew nothing about Republicans, internees, or prisoners, so it was 
one day that went down in the annals of that convent that will never be forgotten 

Ihe Mother Superior came to the door at this point to see what was causing the 
uproar. She took the whole scene in, nuns running to and fro and four wild looking 
men seeking a w jut. She calmly said, follow me, and led us through the convent 
to the main door. We thanked her profusely and left. Just as we stepped out, a car 
drove up. Liam Burke recognised the car immediately. It was his family's doctor, 
himself an old Republican of the twenties, born a Dubliner whose family were from 
Cork county, Dr. John Harrington. He told us to get into the car and promptl drove 
us to the Falls Road, to a house in Sultan Street, Sammy Benson's, then to a family 
in Servia Street called McGuires; friends of Liam Burke 

Mv aunt lived just around the corner in McDonald Street, so I sent her word and 
she came to see me. My mother and father were absent; they had been evacuated to 
Killough after the Blitz. Phil McTaggart got separated from Gerry; he made his way 
to St. Malachy's school and got to safety. Gerry did not know Belfast but somehow 
he made his way on to North Queen Street. He did not know if he was in an Orange 
area or a Nationalist area. At that moment he noticed a Sacred Heart lamp burning 
in a house; so he walked in. There were two women around the fireplace; one of 
them looked at him; very quickly summing him up, she put her finger to her mouth, 
indicating not to say anything but telling him to sit down. The other woman got up 
then and said she would be going, and left. The woman who stayed lived in the 
house while the other was just a neighbour, but a Protestant neighbour and that was 
why the woman of the house didn't want Gerry to speak 


to a man 


When Gerrv told her who he was she went out to the door and spoke 
who was working on the roof. He turned out to be a Volunteer, and he got Gerry to 
a safe house. I was transferred to another house which became my home for three 
weeks. It was a house on Mulhouse Street, off the Grosvenor Road where I was 
raised. Once I saw my sister Elizabeth walking down the road, but I couldn't call her 
in case she was being followed. They were kindly people, and they did all they 
could to make my stay pleasant 

After three weeks I was brought to Iveagh where Gerry was waiting in the house 
of Mr. and Mrs пе. We had some tea there, and we were then brought by сат 


to Newry. Charlie McGlade and Liam Rice of our Belfast headquarters were with me 
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in the car. We were brought to the home of a Dr. Quinn, a well known nationalist and 
we had a meal there. We went then to the Newry/ Dundalk Road where we waited 


until a car picked us up. Dr. Quinn herself drove e car, and as she was well known 


to customs officers, we had no trouble passing the Border. Dr. Quinn's uncle, 


Sean, died in action at the Egyy Arch, near Newry in May 1923 

FREEDOM, OR IS IT? 

| used to imagine in those days that you could feel the difference once across the 
Border. I used to feel the air was different because it had the scent of freedom; t 
the whole atmosphere gave off the scent of freedom. I must have been a right idiot 
I soon found out differently and if anyone were to ask me today how I felt, I'd tell 
them I felt as much oppressed in the South as I did in the North 

We were brought to Dundall he home of Mr. and Mrs. O'Hagan. Carmel, 
who later married Pad McNeela, welcomed us and made us feel at home (3). The 
following morning I was brought to Dublin and put into An Stad Hotel in North 


^ 


Frederick Street. Gerry elected to go north to his home county of Inishowen. At An 


Stad Phil McTaggart was waiting so we had a happy reunion. I was introduced to a 
daughter of the murdered Lord Mayor of Cork, Tom MacCurtain, her name being 
Sighle, who was then stopping in the hotel 

After a fortnight we were told there was a job going for us with Michael A. Kelly 
Mick was a Crown Entry man who had served seven years in A. Wing in the Crum 
He was now the manager for a company cutting turf on the Featherbed, in the 
Dublin Mountains. I worked all though that summer of 1941 on the Featherbed 
(Cruagh Mountain), footing, spreading, stacking and carrying turf. I never worked 
as hard in all mv life, but it didn't do me any harm. Most of the workers were from 
the borders of Mayo, Sligo, Roscommon. They were a rough gang of men, but they 
were hard workers; having worked on turf all their lives. For us it was different. I for 
one had never even seen turf; I didn't know what it looked like. When I asked the 
ganger on the lorry the first morning what all the forks and funny looking spades 
were, he asked me if I was joking. I told him I had never seen a turf bog in my life 
He told me the spades were called slane апа they were for cutting turf. He split 


his sides laughing when I said I had always imagined people bending down cutting 


the turf with long knives. I wasn't joking, I soon learned what turf cutting meant in 
the following weeks. My poor back told me every night 

I left the bog after ten weeks in August, and went then to Eamonn Martin's farm 
near the Naul with Cathal. I returned to Dublin after Christmas because I had met 
some lovely people, Gertie and Freida ( Sullivan, and their auntie. They were won 
derful people and they were very kind to us all. I'll never forget them 

l'hen there was Molly Stapleton and her mother and father. No one could have bet 
ter friends. Mollv was mv first love. She was full of fun and quite good looking; a great 


personality in every way and ever willing to help us [he Stapletons, like a lot of other 


families, had been deported from England. Her brother Ned had got a ten year sen 
tence for LR.A activities in London. The police came to the Stapleton home where they 
had lived since Mollv and Ned were babies; they made Molly and her father Mick and 
her mother get into a car and they took them straight away to the port for Dublin 


[hey were not permitted to settle any of their affairs or take any furniture with them 
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They lost everything they had and they arrived in Dublin penniless, knowing no one 
and not knowing what was to become of them [his sort of uprooting happened all 


over England, and hundreds of Irish people came to Dublin in similar circumstances 


PROTEST SUPPRESSED: 

When in March 1942 George Plant was to be executed there was very 
protest from the people; all news being stric tly censored. The night before he was to 
die a small crowd of people gathered in Cathal Brugha Street in Dublin. The protest 
ders. They were led 


by Seamus O'Kelly. Seamus was very badly disabled and was very unsteady on his 


was organised by a group who called themselves The Young Ire 
feet. He had great difficulty with his speech but he was endowed with a lively brain 
He was well known in Dublin as a writer, and it was terrible that any government 
could issue an internment order against such a person 

They could not have thought that he would be able to commit any offence or that 
he could endanger the state in his physical condition. Yet they must have thought 
his mind or his ideas were too dangerous to let him roam about free in Dublin 

Go thev interned him in the Curragh, and he had to endure all the hardships that 
went with that. The meeting was addressed by a number of speakers. One of them, 
Brendan Behan, gave a hell-raising speech. He had just returned to Dublin after two 
and a half vears in Borstal. He stood out, I remember, for he wore a long yellow cloth 
coat that night 

As we were returning from the meeting, Molly and I were walking behind her 
father and Charlie Church, a friend of the family, in Parnell Street. Molly and 1 
stopped to look into a shop window. At that moment a car drew up beside us; four 
Broy Harriers jumped t and grabbed a hold of me. I was bundled wi 
mony into the car and taken to the Bridewell 
with peaceful protest in 1942 
} | Behan, replied the other. Wi 


row, came the reply. He was right, for the next night in the Bridewell I heard 


uproar and the clanging of a door ind then someone singing, Take 


Mast Irish Traitors. I joined him then in some of his songs. Shouting, whi 
told him who I was. We were kept over the weekend so we had a bit of a concert 

а over that weekend and brought to Mountjoy on 
Monday 


We exercised with Sean Harrington of Kerry, Liam Brady and Jackie Griffith of 


Dublin, and a wee Free State man and a Spaniard. The Spaniard was waiting to sec 


if he would be returned to Spain and a concentration camp from which he had 
escaped, or be permitt d into America. He eventually got to America 

We were kept for three weeks on remand and then I was sent to the Curragh, 
while Brendan was released, but not for long. Jackie was sentenced to ten years on 
a charge while Sean got three years. The Free State army man got five years and was 
sent among the ordinary prisoners. Jackie escaped about nine months after ong 
with four others. Eight months later he was shot in the back as he rode on a bike in 
Dublin bv men who could have arrested him; so shoot to kill is not a new phenom- 
enon in Ireland 

And so I arrived to the turmoil of splits and divisions in the ( urragh; it was a 
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in dCharlie Harkin; Charlie from Donegal being hus 


Secretary of the Ireland-Soviet Friendship Society 


rude awakening. I have to say that the years in the Curragh were well availed of by 
me. I learned our language and I learned a lot of history. I met with some of the 
finest men our generation produced. I saw men who suffered a lot without com 
plaint. I learned a lot from the likes of Gearóid О Maolmichil, Seamus O'Donovan, 
Eoin McNamee, Dan O'Toole, Paddy Hannon, Patrick Kavanagh, Joe Deighan 
Johnny Powers, Mick Dunne, Frank Mulvany, wee Cathal Holland, Kevin Sullivan 
Brendan Behan and a host of others 

John Henry Cummins was a Shakespearian actor. It was said he had been going 
round England doing Shakespeare's plays with a repertory company, but he was a 
showman and was always acting. Even as he walked about he would be stretching 
his arms out as if he was flying, or waving them as if waving to someone. It was all 


seemingly to address an audience and to attract attention 


He would even do deep breathing exercises so that everyone would notice him 


[he first day he came into the Camp a group of us were outside the hut nearest the 
gate. He was dressed very fashionably; a hat on his head, a sports coat and flannels 
with open necked shirt. His coat was draped over his arm. Remarkably tall, he came 
right up to us without saying a word. Then raising his two hands; as if he was about 
to shoot us, he cried out, bang, bang, at the same time throwing himself on the 
ground as if he had been shot 

‘hen he sprang to his feet and spoke; / am John 1 | how do you do 
We just looked at him in amazement. He was a real character, but he was also very 
clever. He could speak French, German and Spanish fluently. I believe he had Gaelic 
although I never heard him speak it. He went to a Russian class being run by Sean 
Mulready. Sean had been taught by Neil Goold. They said that within a couple of 
weeks he knew as much as Sean himself 

John Henry's party piece was putting on a Churchill accent and repeating word 
for word his famous, fight them on the beaches, speech. John decided after a few 
months however that he had had enough. Why he was in there, only God knows, 
but I heard that one night in the hut he called on everyone to listen while he read a 
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letter addressed to Gerald Boland asking for his release. Usually if anyone wished 
to sign out they put a note in their boots and left them at the gate, ost nsibly for 
repairs. But John Henry was letting everyone know that he was about to sign out 


and was not ashamed of it 
Neil Goold was another individual whom I found to be a very gentle and good 


mannered person. І had been brought up believing communists to be the devil's dis 
ciples. I used to be puzzled when Neil kneeled with us during the Rosary each 
evening in the hut. The rest of the communists would go on reading while the 
prayers were being said. At dinner one day beside Neil, and never having spoken to 
him before, I asked him was it true he was an atheistic communist? He replied that 


he was. Why do you say the Rosary every night I then inquired. Looking straight at 


ive 


me he said, I do not pray myself, but I respect the beliefs of others and 1 


] | П j ЖЕ 
show any disrespe t is good manners in the first place and it is good for disci 


doesn't cause conflict. It is no bie sacrifice to kneel down for a few minutes while 
to pray. I thought it a very good answer but wondered why the other communists 
did not do likewise 

When we started a physical training class in the Camp it was organised by 


fellow called Tommy Mulligan, or perhaps Corrigan. However it was a bit of a gig 


gle. He had us all out running around the Camp as soon as the P. A's оре ned up the 
huts. Then he had us doing physical exercises in the evening. Another time he had 
us sparring with boxing gloves. I was very lightly made up at the time, between 
eight and nine stone in weight. He put me sparring with big Joe O'Connor, who 
must have been a foot taller than I. As soon as we started boxing, big Joe just stuck 
out his fist and I dropped down, out for the count: that finished my physical train- 
ing course 

Danker Farrell was a very small hardy fellow. He could be very funny at times. 
He had been in the British Army, but when he came home he decided not to return 
He had been in the bomb disposal squad, and when they were dismantling a 
delayed action bomb he was photographed sitting on top of the bomb while the oth- 
ers were working dismantling it. I believe the bomb was near Westminister 
Cathedral or some important building. I remember seeing the picture myself 

He was able to run at full speed down the football pitch and sort of roll himself 
like a ball and throw himself on the ground. He was a very clever footballer; I never 
saw him foul anyone or lose his temper. He used to play poker w ith us. We were sup 
plied with camp tokens to the value of any money that was left or sent into us. The 
stakes were never very high as we never had that much money But one night as we 
were playing, 'Black' Dan O'Toole got four jac ks; Danker got four queens. There was 
a 'full house' and a 'flush' at the same time. The betting went on until the 'flush 
packed in. The 'full house’ сап ied on a little bit more, then he packed in as well, leav 
ing Dan and Danker in the game. They had been raising their poke over ea h other 

Then Danker ran out of money to 'see Dan'. Now the rule in poker is, if a person 
bets and raises and hasn't the money 'to see', he automatically loses the pool. So 
Danker said to Dan that he had money in his coat pocket on the wall beside his bed 
Now Dan, full of confidence and wanting to win more money, and thinking he had 
Danker beaten, said it was OK by him to go. Danker went and got his money out of 
his coat and returned to the game, but instead of just 'seeing' Dan's bet, he raised the 
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stakes again. They had a few more bets and finally Danker called Dan up. Dan said 
triumphantly four jacks, and made to lift the pool. Hold it, said Danker, I have four 
queens. I will never forget O'Toole's face. He looked as if he was going to burst a 
blood vessel. I should own that pool, he said. But nobody greed with him, so 
Danker had a good laugh about it 

Danker came into the Camp sometime in 1943 and was released in 1945. The next 
time I saw him in Dublin he was selling ice-cream from a wee cart. I'd love to know 
what happened to him, but wherever he may be I wish him well 

Cathal Holland was another great character of the Curragh. Cathal came to 
Dublin when something found by the police in his home in Marchioness Street. 
' 


to 


Someone gave him our address in Dublin, and he arrived the day I was leaving 
go to work at Weston House in the Маш]. ‘Bildo’ Watson was to go with me, but as 
he was deeply in love with a girl in Belfast, he wished to return home and get mar 


ried, which is what he eventually did when it was safe to do so. So Cathal and I went 


to Weston House. Cathal, like myself, was very fond of singing, and he had a lovely 
voice; that was in 1941. I am very glad to say he still has a good voice today in 1995 
if not bette: 

Cathal was arrested in the Bog of Allen. He had gone there when he left Weston 
House sometime in 1942. When Maurice O'Neill was executed in November 1942, 
Cathal called for a one day strike with his workmates, and at a mass meeting of the 
turf cutters, he led them in saying the Rosary, and he made a speech condemning 
the execution 

l'he Camp was then surrounded by a battalion of the Free State Army in full kit 
l'hev took Cathal away. We said after that, small as Cathal was, it took the whole 
Free State Armv to arrest him. The best laugh I had with Cathal happened one night 
in our hut about 1944. All the Republican prisoners serving penal sentences had 
been transferred from Arbour Hill to the Curragh by then. When they arrived they 
were mostlv in one hut. Dominic Adams, Micky Traynor, Sean O'Neill, Paddy 
McNeela, Brendan Behan, Kevin O'Sullivan, P. McGinty, Georgie Parnell and many 
more. Thev refused to comply with the regulations that had been imposed on the 
internees since the Camp was burned down in 1940. Here they had sing-songs until 


a verv late hour almost every night. Cathal and I were in a Gaelic hut for over two 


years. Things were too quiet for us as we both loved a bit of crack. When we heard 


what was going on in the Arbour Hill men's hut, we packed our mattress's on ош 


backs and moved 

One night aft« k-up when the Р.А'ѕ came in to do the count we were all 
standing by at our beds which was what the regulations had imposed in 1940. As 
they started the count wee Cathal said aloud, flip this, I) ed up with this carry on. I'm 
ittine down. He sat down on his bed: everyone looked on in amazement including 


the Staters. The next thing, everyone of us sat down. The Staters looked at us for a 


moment undecided what to do. Then they just carried on counting us as we sat on 


our beds. From that night on until we were released, we never stood for the count 


Ours was the only is far as I know that failed to stand and wee € athal was 


responsibk 


As I said about Cathal, he and I were alike in many ways We loved all things 
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both in St. Joseph's branch of the Ga« 
he Ard Scoil. But Cathal would also 


Ned 1 1 
ше | remember he 


lo the mo: r ont y, and was ing some dirty 
raels in the Camp. We wou lo it a laugh to get on their goats 
some have termed them. One ‹ 
friends fron pringti \ nue said e when I came back to Вей ist 
should have signed out and got о wa k where I would have 
money. I looked at him; 1 \ living in t me house, he was wearit 
probably the same ones he d vear when we went about tog 
xd such a 
understand if I tried tell 51 I d him for all tha 
RETROSPECT: 
My mother [ 
twenties. We were living 'n in Lincoln Stre the Grosvenor 
were bad in ош 
r of the curfew police 
and many murders tool 


the Duffys and many o 


res} 
corner of Sorella Street, which was ne t grocer's shop. Th 
burned down the Model | he Falls Road where St. Comgall's 
stands. 1 two buildings w urned down because it was believe 

into barracks, and in that way 
hemmed in the whole of the nationalist 


So I grew up with tales of the murderous activities of the R.U.C, B. Specials and 


Black and Tans, all my young No matter what the conversation would be you 


could bet with cert ty that would finish up with happenings during ‘th 


At an early age уч learn the songs of 'the Troubles', and of Ireland's strug 
"le for freedom. I was chiefly influenced by rebel songs and I loved to listen to yarns 
out the doings of the теб [ was asked once by my brother Paddy 1 
became a Republicar found that hard to explain for, as he said, we 
brought up in the sam« jnment. My father was an old soldier, as I 
ed ' worked i ; ve's Mill where he met my mother, and left when he 
out 15 to join the British Army. He lied about his age and joined t 


name of James Connolly, fo se, at the time Connolly was unknown. He 


n 


fought in the Boer War in South Africa. As a result he had many a funny tale to tell 


One of the yarns I liked wa one about the time he came home with £250 in his 


pocket that he had saved and which was a fortune in those days. He said his moth 


er was on her dea but as soon as she heard her son Harry was home with 
pockets ging, she was up out of bed in her best clothes, and away with them I 


Eamon О Cianáin 


on a shopping spree. He always said that the best cure in life for anything was a 
‘poultice of pound notes 

As I have said my mother came from Rahalp outside Downpatrick. I suppose 
they were like all other families that came in their hundreds to supply the labour 
force for the mills that were springing up all over Belfast during the Industrial 
Revolution 

[hey came from every county in the north and а lot from the south as well. She 
always said her father was an old Fenian so maybe that was where I got my rebel 
streak. But as my brother said, we came from the same stock, so why the difference 
between us? I suppose it is in our own make up. Some of us have an interest in sport, 


some in religion or trade unionism or in politics, but I think that to be an Irish 


Republican one must be very nationalistic in his thoughts with a deep love for every 


aspect of his country's history, its culture, music and language. He must appreciate 
the sacrifices that have been made throughout our country's history by the men and 
women of former generations. He must learn to know the principles of freedom laid 


down by people who sacrificed their own lives to obtain justice and freedom 
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randa sheet 


Rocky’ Burns died in an К. shoot-out in Chapel Lane on February 


3. As a result of giving assistance to unconvicted prisoners escaping from the North, the 


Dublin government interned Mrs Patsy O'Hagan, and later took also her daughter Car 


OHrotvors 
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SEAMUS O 
GOILIDHE 


1S CORCAIGH AGUS 
BAILE ATHA CLIATH. 


mean 
his aunt, in the thirties and forties, was President 

of Sinn Féin 
In his formative years, the twenties and thirties (although born on September 13, 
1914), Seamus Goulding, Séamus O Goilidhe, had a straitened, almost harsh 
upbringing. It was in the context of the times: parents had to take what work was 
available and to move where the work was to be found. And if that meant separa- 
tion from their offspring, the near abandonment of their children to kindly relatives, 
or relatives only slightly less burdened, so be it. There were none of the omnipresent 


services that one now expects; no fall back, only the orphanage or the workhouse. 


His mother died when Seamus was only 10; his father survived until he was 20 


But Seamus was the eldest in a small family that had only two other children, his sis- 
ters, Eileen and Joyce being two years and five years younger, At a very early age 
because of these circumstances, Joyce was sent to Scotland, growing up there in the 
charge of her aunt, a sister of his mother. 

When his mother died of the dreaded consumption, tuberculosis, in 1925, she left 
literally three orphans behind; but a ready they had been orphaned three years previ- 
ously when mama had entered a sanatorium in the city of Cork, and dad, who worked 
їп а steel mill near Glasgow, had been forced to scatter the babes among relatives. 

Father's name was Goulding, Patrick Joseph, a man of Cork city who was to 
spend much of his life in a steelworks near Motherwell, Scotland. His people came 
from Mourne Abbey, a small hamlet on the railway line south of Mallow; and he 
married Catherine O'Dwyer of Dundrum, a crossroad village in the upper part of 
County Tipperary, in 1914 

That they met in the city is fairly certain: she was one of a large, rural family, the 
girls of which had to find work away from the land; most of them, brothers as well, 
emigrating to America. So Catherine married Patrick, and in the course of five years 
there were three children: Seamus, Eileen and Joyce 

With dad working from before 1914 in Motherwell, and mum developing an ill- 
ness, the children found themselves placed with different relations. Joyce was 
alreadv in Scotland and Eileen came to Dublin, to relatives of mum at an early age. 
Seamus spent time back with his grandmother in rural Dundrum because he can 
recall men of the column coming into the house. There was Mick Sheehan, a col- 
league of Dan Breen's, and the outstanding and inadequately written up Seamus 
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Robinson.(1) Caught one day by gran cleaning his pistol in front of the child, you'll 
put him to the bad, she scolded Robinson. 

Mick Sheehan (see footnote for Robinson) is almost as frequently mentioned, 
and, of course, Dan, massively headed Dan Breen, a sculptor's delight, had there 
been one around, was often in the abode, a long, low farmhouse that was home to 
the young boy for a spell, attending school there. After that the lad and his very 
young sister returned to Cork city 

Dad, an entirely non-political dad, had come home with mama from 
Motherwell, stopping first in lodgings under Shandon's bell, and then, phenomenal 
luck, he succeeded in obtaining a Corporation house, where they had a cousin, prob 
ably unpaid, from Tipperary helping to keep their home, as mum was now in the 
decline that comes with T B and no longer able to manage the two children. She was 
to survive for three more years; the retching coughing years of a sanatorium, visit- 
ed by dad and the children, but whose home image of her to them was rapidly 
becoming a faded memory. 

On St. Valentine's Day, 1925, Catherine O'Dwyer finally passed to another life 


and, from that day until his own death, at a shade under 50 in 1934, he was alone, 


quite alone, except during school holidays when the children would gather in, two 
from Dublin and one from furtherest Albain. Then, for a few weeks dad could be 
dad to the two little girls and a boy growing towards teenage; a dad who, for nine- 
tenths of the year, was alone and lonely, but who, for six weeks maybe, held his own 
offspring under his own roof. His foundry experience in Scotland had procured him 
a job in the Ford Motor works from the week of his return. For, allow us to backtrack: 
Seamus, too, had been sent in 1925 into fosterage ar altromacht, mar a deir sé féin, with 
Mrs. Margaret Buckley, the sister of father, at Marguerite Road, Glasnevin 

She was married to Patrick Buckley, a civil servant in Revenue; and evidently, 
despite her political activity (she was for 13 years President of Sinn Féin), able to live 
in modest comfort 

They had married rather young for those times, in 1906, and her family was 
born in Glasnevin but evidently not in Marguerite Road, as Margaret bought in 
there only after Patrick 'a typical rugby-playing, British civil servant' had died. 

MARGARET BUCKLEY; HIS REMARKABLE AUNT: 

Seamus digresses enough to expand upon his remarkable aunt who, he affirms, 
did not influence in any way his own entry into the Movement. Cork was a hot bed 
in her time, he says, which was pre-1900. She was a very young follower of Charles 
Stewart Parnell, whilst her dad was also, we need hardly add, a strong supporter of 
the uncrowned king, and there was deep heartache at his passing. T. M. Healy was 
for them a hate figure, and this indeed may have polarised Margaret in her later life 
as Healy prevailed as Free State Governor-General until 1928 

Born in 1879, she joined Inghínidhe na h-Eireann, the brainchild of Helena 
Moloney, Bulmer Hobson and others, after 1900, having been earlier immersed in 
amateur operatic societies and deeply involved in music and choral work. But now, 
in the first decade of the Celtic Dawn, the nation, yes, the Nation of Davis, Tone, 
Lalor and Mitchell, called; and the cudgels then taken up were not to be laid aside 
until the July 24,1962 when she passed on. 


Seamus O Go 


xperience it 
'unded functions of 


independence and 


with a 
President 
contributed 


1956. Remin 


deli 

SCHOOI 

I was an only child in t mfortable, book-lined house in Glasnevin. Each day 
| walked from the: he mile or s wn Whitworth Road, to reach the North 
Circular and into 1 hr | Street, to O'Connell Schools. Later, І was allowed 


to cycle 


| would have beer n ) 1 Christian Brothers ғ way; W d a connection 


as my uncle, James Goulding, w a Brother, а! stationed in England 
Schooling in th ite went ito t thirties vas free; the school books rarely 
changed; they 'd and grew up then in a closed 
and problems surrounding children today 
› of lithe and supple build, on both the hurling 
and gaelic tean 
Our gre vals were those fellow istian Brothers, the Eoghan Ruadhs from 


North Brunswi reet { bovs from the south side, from Synge Street. After 


that I joined th ird f nnradh in Parnell oquare When not playing a 


match, of ¢ ) ip by a small priv ite bus that served the Scalp 
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or Enniskerry, or another bus in the direction of the Hell Fire Club. That entailed 


walking, scrambling over rocks, wading into the Glencree River, shouting, laughing 


and occasionally practising our Irish. Ag an dm seo bhi mise an-liofa sa Gaeilge agus ag 
léamh a lan 

[he highlight at O'Connell Schools was their Centenary in 1929. This coincided 
with the centenary of what was called Emancipation; and that was followed three 
years later in June by the Eucharistic Congress, held for a week in remarkably fine 
weather in Dublin. The Congress was an international showpiece and a highlight, 
more important to us than if the Olympic Games itself had been held in | Jublin.(3) 

Having got my Leaving Certificate I left school that year. There was no waiting 
around at that time. Immediately you sought a job, and I was lucky enough to find 
one as a temporary civil servant in the Labour Exchange in 1 ower Gardiner Street 
und then, close by, in Beresford Place. I was there for a couple of years, doing 
evening courses meanwhile, in costing and accountancy 

[ joined the unemployed ranks for a spell then until I got another post as a cost 
ing clerk with the South of Ireland Asphalt Company in Crumlin, being taken back 
later to their offices in Abbey Street. Pete Kearney was an engineer in the company 
and Cliff O'Brien, an easy-going Welshman, was secretary. I remained there until the 
autumn of 1939 when, with the outbreak of war and the recession that was expect 
ed, my job was ended. I was unemployed then until I was arrested about Easter, 
1940 

SINN FEIN FUNDS: 

Mrs. Buckley was not a hard taskmaster but she was also anxious that I should 
do well. I suppose she was busier than I realised with her work as an organiser in 
the Irish Women Workers’ Union and within Sinn Féin. Her trade union work linked 
her to Louis Bennett, Kathleen Mc Dowell, Helen Chenevix and Helena Maloney, 
the latter two being sterling Republicans 

Mrs. Buckley held faithfully to the Republic of the Second Dail although, even 
after the 1926 break and the foundation of Fianna Fail, she continued to have admi- 


ration and respect for De Valera and for old friends within that party. She was not a 
I 


vindictive person, nor could she be, but when it came to the issue of what was 
known as the Sinn Féin Funds she felt, after much heart-searching, that she and J.] 
O'Kelly, Diarmuid O Laoghaire and Séamus O Ruiséal had to grasp the nettle and 
confront the government and the principals of Fianna Fáil in court 

[hat was in 1947, some time after my imprisonment and, as I say, it required 
much heart-searching, as the organisation did not recognise the legitimacy of the 
Free State government or the authority of its courts. Following the split of 1922 the 
party treasurers, Jenny Wyse-Power and Eamon Duggan, both with pro-Treaty : 
pathies, Duggan being a signatory, lodged the entire fund, £8610, in the courts of t 
new Free State where it remained until 1942, when Sinn Féin commenced an acti 
for recovery, but which could not then for various reasons proceed 


By resolution of January 17, 1922, the funds were vested in De Valera but, | 


1926, when he left Sinn Féin he had not succeeded in wresting the money from t 


courts. 
In March, 1947, to forestall court action by Sinn Féin, De Valera introduced a bill 
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literally to confiscate the monies, now amounting f d to apply them to 


another purpose, suggesting the promotion of the Iri anguage as one such pur 


pose; another was to « IS] of the monies to 'needy persons'. His argument in the 


Dáil and his case in the court was that 'the present s not entitled to these 
monies either in equity or morally'.(3a) Meanwhile, he had contacted individuals on 
1 former standing committee and had secured some sort of agreement from them 
rhe Bill was passed, 1 ail then having an overwhelming majority. Sinn Féin 
le 


My aunt had sy 'athy with people attracted to Fianna Fail after 192 


6, it seemed 
such an easy logical road t ow. It promised everything without ever again 
having to fight for it. When Father Michael O'Flanagan,(4) who was on the Ard 
Chomhairle, accepted an academic post from Valera in 1933, editing the volumes 
of the translator of the Four Masters, John O'Donovan, and was later in January 1936 
expelled from the party was not in favour of his expulsion. She could readily 
excuse people accepting posts a pensions, and would say, well, they have to live 
She was supportive of the LR idership of that period, of Twomey, MacBride and 


1 


the rest, and spirit the Army Council campaign of 


1939. Ther [ was a iblica y instinct as much as anything else 

| was never on r meetings and gatherings, although I attended Bodenstown a 
few times 't recall if I knew the Campaign in England was coming although 
probably I did hen it came to joining the LR.A, my aunt did not persuade me 
ilthough the home i nces were inescapable, I was surrounded by them. It was, 
however, through a family in Finglas, then a rural village, that I came to join, and it 
was through Liam ( ianaigh (4) a g-standing member but then on the point of 
retirement 1 ade contact. He introduced me to Dublin Battalion men, Peadar 
Heuston and Joe Dunne, who brought me in. Meanwhile, the war had commenced 
in Europe and, wl it made lit mpact upon life in general at that time, we 
accepted De Valera's de tion of neutrality and we were all in favour of it 

Margaret Buc y would favour neutrality while being anti-British at the same 
time. During her 13 irs as President she had lectured in every part of Ireland and 
in Scotland, and poke again in the fateful week before the execution of Barnes 
and McCormack. No pa f my very short-lived career in the I.R.A, I com 
menced in the Recruits Company attending lectures under our O.C, Mick Dunne 
later an actor had access the An Oige rooms in Mountjoy Square where, 
under pretext of a story iss, he gave talks on military tactics with the aid of 
model soldi 

Later, we were mobilised for field У 5 e's Park, Clontarf. This was 
the former Guinness ¢ had bee residence of Bishop, the Hon. В.) 
Plunkett, still largely unbuilt upon, b t this time quite unfrequented. We must 
have been observed К round 12 * on our first outing to the estate, quite 
unarmed, we urrou by a group of Branch men under Denis O'Brien sol 
diers, and the whole paray ilia of power, and taken into custody; just under 30 
of us, the entire Re Company of the Dublin Battalion 

Of course, at that time, with the tensions in the air, and the pressures and counter 


pressures between the governm«e ind the ..A, these outdoor drill parades 
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fellow who had ! vn Mrs. Buckley. I found them Ш a very agreeable 


t of company; the three Mc Cormacks, Bertie, Hugh and John L, Frank 
Do 


ud Farr nd the rest 


Frank Beirne, Heslin, the 'Priest' McWeeney, Seamus 


December, two wet ifter the huts had been burned 


iders had been removed to the Glasshouse. As we had had no news 


in Arbour Hill this ha een hearsay to me; but then I commenced to learn more of 


it; of the weeks 


swoop all conceive 


arry 
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spent in tunnels underground, and then for it all to be lost in one fell 
1 planned by a coterie new to the Camp, tl le around 


lar O'Flaherty. Larry was inoffensive was used by 
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Peadar, who disliked the camaraderie that had prevailed under O.C Billy Mulligan 
Гһеу wanted an active struggle carried on within; their complaint about the butter 
ration was a mere excuse 

It took me a while to become acclimatised to the communal life within a 30 man 
hut. Compared to being master of your own room, that is your cell, the bleak, untidy 
appearance of a hut took some getting used to. And as to mv fellow prisoners, what 
was wrong? Why were they so grey and seemingly all the time shuffling around? It 
was then I realised that they all wore misshapen Martin Henry suits, grey, and fre 
quently unbuttoned army shirts, tieless, of course, bearded, and with ‹ logs of boots 
that they seemed to drag around. Shuffle, shuffle; I hated to admit it but I knew 1 
would soon be joining them 

Dick Mulready, of the noted Mullingar family, was lively and entertaining, as a 
conversationalist and as a violinist. A gifted musician, later he married deportee 
Mary Glenn, interned in Mountjoy. Mick McCarthy from Cork citv, a marked man 
because of his long standing association with the Movement and his fri« ndship with 
Iomás Mac Curtain 

Bill Kirwan, the country boy from Thomastown, who had been across to 
England on the Campaign, was captured, hammered by police and deported. 1 
heard his story, and also that of Mac Bride from Co. Meath, both of whom had done 
training sessions before going, in Killiney Castle. Chased from I ngland, they were 
accommodated for a while in a house the Movement had on loan near Clane: then 
to a tall house controlled by May Laverty in North Frederick Street. Bill was 
annoyed at the treatment May suffered from some of Һет guests in that house. They 
used her to the full, he said, while she had to manage for food on whatever sh« 
could gather She was an extremely able person,(6) and they exploited her to the 
utmost. 

Pádraig Mac Caomhánach ran a class strictly for Ulster purists. I was asked to 
run a class; Norman Clarke ran a class; and Seán Og OTuama had a class for the 
Munstermen 

In Pádraig's hut were Sean Mac Diarmada, from Derry city, Sean Sheils, a fait 
haired chap, also from Derry; Frankie Duffy, Eamon O Cianáin and Black Dan 
O'Toole from Belfast. Seán Og had classes for choral singing which I often attended 
Many will recall his later appearances on radio. He had a wide repertoire, and gave 
classes in singing as well as in ancient Irish culture Spud' Murphy of Dublin, later 
represented the unemployed in Leinster House as a T.D until frustrated by the pro 
cedures there. In the Curragh he never gave any indication of political ability. Henry 
Cummins from Co. Mayo electrified everyone when he arrived, suddenlv and alone, 
catapulted into the Camp, with his repertoire of Churchillian and Shakespearian 
speeches. Micky Hallinan from Clonmel was a pupil for a while with Mac 
Caomhánach, before tiring of the Ulster dialect and moving in with Seán Og 

Following Pearse Kelly's internment in November, 1941, the section of the Camp 


opposed to ostracisation, rallied around him, eroding the support of the excessively 


rigid Liam Leddy council, until both groups became almost equal; in time, Kelly rep 
resented the greater number. Leddy had the legitimacy but that came under fire in 
April when Sean McCool, for a short time C.S, in-the spring of 1942, arrived with a 
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message from G.H.Q, that the dissension should cease and the split be healed 

Ihe Leddy council refused to accept the directive and, in this, they may have 
been influenced by the fact that McCool,(7) although not a communist, had left 
wing leanings and, in September, 1931, had spent time in a 5oviet sanatorium 

I stood aloof from this for some time but, in the following year, after the abortiv: 
19 day hunger strike by McCool, John Joe Maxwell, Terry McLaughlin and Gerry 
'the Bird' Doherty, all of whom were on the Pearse Kelly side, along with Pádraig 
MacCaomhánach, I transferred over. That meant for me the loss of friends on the 
Leddy side 

Pearse Kelly, with whom I now became a quainted for the first time, I found to 


be a pleasant ind unobtrusive person who had greatness thrust upon him Nick 
Lallv of Galwav, whom I now met also for the first time, was to some a curio in that 
he had played rugby although turning to gaelic in the Curragh; bold as brass when 
on the field, he was a most gentle individual otherwise 

Bob Bradshaw, Roger McHugh and Seamus O'Donovan, more bookish than 
most, were close associates. Christy Oxberry, a Dubliner, wearing glasses, worked 
for Fuel Importers later. Johnny Sullivan of Tralee was a fine footballer. Sean Nolan 
from Herbert Lane in Dublin, was one of our recruits held in St. Anne's; later he 
worked as an electrician. Liam Brady from Dublin was a tailor and a fine violinist 
George Fluke had been a bookie's clerk and was arrested early on in Listowel, 
although from the north of Ireland. Vain because of his pale red, wavy hair; he ‹ ould 
be very entertaining with his stories of Belfast life. Jim McGuinness, who later 
became editor of The Irish Press, at that time gave little indication that he had lean- 
ings in that direction 

Sean Dunne, later a Labour T.D, was a very gregarious individual, he got a real 
sickener over the Fire as he had spent many hours in the tunnels. 

Mattie O'Neill was a bit of a prodigy, with his span of interests and knowledge, 
I knew him principally through O Cadhain's class. Neil Goold impressed me by his 
industry and dedication and the effort he was making (by carrying the Dinneen dic- 
tionary perpetually around with him) to master the language. 

Freddie Parnell, of Dublin, one of three brothers imprisoned, was a lively young 
fellow with a quick and comic tongue Willie Joe McCorry of Belfast was in an Irish 
class; he was quite a good singer. 

So far as the World War was concerned I would say that most of us, while not 


pro-German, hoped n jnetheless that England would be trounced. We were ignorant 


of the Nazi philosophy as, indeed was everyone, until the war had ended. Despite 
his initial success, many believed Hitler eventually would be defeated, as hap- 
pened, by the Soviet Union. De Valera, however, was suiting his own purpose by 
interning us. 

[t was a continuation of his struggle against the I.R.A and now he had an unar- 
guable mandate. Personally, I never accepted that he was Republican; I faulted him 
as far back as I can remember. With his 'external association' idea he was close to 
accepting what Griffith and Collins had accepted. In that respect he bore some 
responsibility for the Civil War. That he could, in our time, turn around, shoot and 
hang Republicans, demonstrated to me that he was no better than the Free Staters of 
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as оп a morning in nber, 1943, that a Р.А sergeant came, as I was ris- 
ing, to tell me that I could put my belongings together as I was to leave; I was being 
released. I was surprised and overjoyed and hurried away, after saying innumerable 
goodbyes. With two comrades, we | red happily to the rail station in Newbridge 
On Aston's Quay, I met Tony Wall of Wall's Hotel on Mountjoy Square. I entered a 
public house with him and 'phoned my aunt in Glasnevin who was, need I sav, 
delighted not to have any longer an empty house. My first square meal for three 


years with her was a welcome homecoming. About a week later a strange thing hap 


pened when two gardai in uniform arrived: I was requested to sign a release paper 


І answered firmly that I was not signing any release paper whereupon they depart 
ed and I heard no more of it 

I now quickly set about finding work, signing on at the Gardiner Street exc hange 
and also contacting Séamus O Mongain, working for Fuel Importers in the Phoenix 
Park. He appointed me a checker and I enjoyed being among them. Felix Cronin was 
the boss, O Mongáin and he were very friendly. Then there was Ned Kelleher, one 
of the Collins 'hit squad', later a Broy, but who had left when disenchanted with De 
Valera.(8) They were an extraordinary mixture, while the Park itself and the people 
in it was almost an extension of the Curragh 

Under a new government Peadar Heuston recovered his civil service job, 
although later he joined Smurfit's. Some dozens of fellows, taken on in the Park, 
graduated into state posts, Pat Hannon to Aer Lingus; Curtain, into External A ffairs; 
Seamus Murphy to the Censorship Board, O Mongáin to teaching; Ó Cadhain, 
O'Donovan, McHugh and many more. In 1951, I was appointed to the Eastern 
Health Board, as it was later named, advancing to become a superintendent over 
much of the north suburbs. I had married Peggy Morris of De Cour y Square, which 
is close to Glasnevin, in 1948. Ba bhearna mhór i mo shaoil é beith i bpriostin ach nil aon 


aiféala orm dá bharr - 
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Lieutenant, in College Сге ind, more daringly, at Ashtown. Wounded 1 burned in action 
at Hollvford Barracks (Tip; 1 ng back to to take part in an attack at Drangan hill, 
ind other exploits. See Breen's My ft for Irish Freedom, Dorothy Macardle (eight mentions); 

| у 


Sean Treacy, Trodairí па Trea riogdide, No Other Law, (nine mentions); O'Malley ids and 


Rallies (14 mentions 


O'Rourke in A hoblacht 23.7.93, 1e following note (abbre 

{ Buckley 

thor, revolutionary politician, she was President of Sinn Féin for 13 

1 October, 1900, and was involved in anti-King protests in 
1903 anc С was the group that founded An Diin in Cork city, in 1910. Arrested 


after 1916, she w ised in the amnesty of June, 1917, playing a prominent role in the reor 


ganisation aftermath 
Appointed a judg the Dublin North City Circuit by Austin Stack, she was arrested 


again after 1920 but was released during the Truce 


3. The Olympics were held that year in Los Angeles, where two Irishmen shone 


allaghan, throwing the hammer, and R. N Tisdall, in the relay 


ja. This was not the view of Justice Kingsmill Moore in 1948: present day Sinn Féin was 
legally the same organisation as that which was born in 1923. Nonetheless, as a consequence 
a tawdry piece of legerdemain in passing the Sinn Féin Funds Bill in 1947, De Valera 
sequestered monies the val f which today would exceed £555,000. Anyone reading the 


) 


chapter in Brian P Murphy's Patrick Pearse and the Lost vepublican Ideal will find ample evidence 
there of De Valera's vigilance in diverting towards Fianna Fáil, and the Irish Press, monies 
which rightfully shoul ve come to Sinn Féin 
4. See Survit ind many references in books of the period. They Have Foolet 
1 


by Denis Carroll, published in 1! 


5. Liam О Luanaigh was imprisoned in Arbour Hill in the ‘hard pe riod’ of 1936 and has 
written songs and poems of that time. Later he was Uachtáran, 1946-1949 of ( 


He ended his working career on the translation staff of Leinster Hous 


See Bob Bradshaw for her associations in Belfast 
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MATTIE O'NEILL: 


Another Dublin inner city 
man and student of 
Hardwicke ‘college 
Hardwicke Street: pays 
tribute to Joe O'Connor, 
Gearóid Ó Mongáin, Seán | 
Og Ó Tuama, Paddy 


Kenna and many more. 


THE HARDWICKE: 

^ source for one of the rivulets and streams that meandered away, growing іп 
volume, and finally tumbling into the sea of an internment camp could be 
Hardwicke Street, near Parnell Square, on Dublin's north side. Not the Hardwicke 
Street that we know now with its flatted, municipalised, poverty traps, but an ele 
gant georgian street, each house three floors over basement with arched fanlighted 
hall doors, directed towards the spired portico of St. Georges Church. There were 
many other well springs and sources bubbling up in every county, town and village, 
contributing to the tide of Fenianism as shown by yet another young volunteer 
incarcerated, and some of them we will come to in time; but let us trace for a start 
the history of one, Mattie O'Neill, and treat the Hardwicke Hall in that street as his 
beginning 

No. 38^, as it was officially, is no longer there. As a two storey brick faced build- 
ing, it was distinctive in not being a house like every other building in the street 
Stretching forty feet along the frontage it concealed an internal court (and that court 
might at one time have been a cloister for nuns), with a complementary rere build- 
ing that in time became a workshop for the internationally famous Diin Emer carpet 
making guild 

In 1752 a Major Faviere (1) offered his home to a group of Poor Clares. Its gar 


dens extended to what later became Dorset Street. The nuns built the two storey 


building to the front on what was also later to become Hardwicke Street. They 


remained there until 1804. After many vicissitudes, during which the chapel and the 
cells underneath, became a Jesuit foundation (pending the building of the great St 
Francis Xavier church on Upper Gardiner Street), it was then developed as a day 
school that was later sold to the Methodists for whom it became a Wesleyan kinder- 
garten and college 

It continued as a school under various guises until acquired in 1910 by Countess 
Plunkett. The Plunkett interests were concentrated mainly around Mount Street and 
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‘affic free environment o 
divorce tween north 
is not then apparent. Th: 
n Dundrum, a village outside Dublin 
ind occupied the | llel building at the rere 
(he frontal building downstairs under Joseph Plur 
randiose name for its spartan hundred seat accommoda 
leveloped as a literary milieu with such personalities as 
impbell, Pádraic Colum and George Russell. It had close associatio 


'éin, with Thomás McDonagh, Blanaid Salkeld, a young musician called 


Darley, Edward Martyn, Eimer O'Duffy, Grace Gifford, Sara Purser, James 


ind Joseph Holloway e was accompanied on his first visit by Prof 


and he was not enraptured by what he described as the gloomy cheer 
place would be an apt description for the building 
more years on; the street now commencing to sink into slumdom; the 
dream for these very 
' frontal warren now occupied upstairs by LR 
he Fianna were downstairs in the auditorium 
m a lobby which was on the left of the for toot 
ming along the footpath from North Frederick Street 
re seldom held simultaneously; Fianna were down- 
the tim ver upstairs. Cumann na mBan did not as a body occupy 
although individual members might be found there. The young children in Clann na 
Gael never { 

Evelyn Gleeson and her busy carpet weavers still occupied the complementary 
building at the rere, a wing never intruded upon by the LR.A or Fianna trainees 
although many hundreds have passed through the frontal building in its tim 

[here was an exit leading towards Diin Emer, yet not once, according to ( 


Quearney, did anyone cross the courtyard even out of idle curiosity. We never met 
any of their workers and we were seldom there when they were in production. It 
would be after working hours th we would be there, he says. A motley throng 
unimaginable in the ntext of today. Seamus Forde actor, whose fan lived close 
by, relates of his days in the early thirties, engaged nightly there on drilling, history 
lessons and deportment. One night, inquiring about the content 

far above his reach, he was diverted by the quip, probably apocryph 


where the guns аге Кері. But Seamus, then proceeding toward 


stopped short and ї 'd to take the declaration that might have brougl 


the | R \ 
As a well spring « icanism it seemed an appropriate destiny for a build 


\ 


ing owned by the Plunketts and in which, in 1915, Padraic Pearse with the boys from 
St. Enda's produced his one act play losagan. As early as that time it came in also fo 
occasional use by the Irish Volunteers and Fianna.(2) 

It was that street and in that hall in 1938 that this writer first made contact 
with the LR.A. It was into this decrepit building that he went, hearing the sounds of 


Fianna drilling downstairs, and upon being directed upstairs, he was greeted at his 


: 
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impressionable age by nost beautiful dark haired Irish colleen he had ever seen 
Art will meet you, she told him, on next Saturday in Ballsbridge And in Ballsbridge 
a week later he was to join the Recru R.A under Training Officer, 
Frankie Rogers 

Hardwicke et, as we had commenced to say, was also the fountain head, the 
ubbling spring, of one Ltic Neill, genially known and long respecte 
wide circle of trade union people in Dublin, around whom most of hi: post-Cti 


ife evolved. But as frequently happens, his entire | growing up 
Ellesmere Avenue, off Dublin's North Circular Road, was Republican His fat 


his tim« vice preside t Sinn Féin, along with Peadar MacAndrew wh 


'onourary secretary: Liam MacGiolla Mhuire being the other, had been in the sami 


'attalion as irke (the Third Dublin) in 1916. They were still very friendly and 


consequently Mattie saw a lot of Joe w ie describes a a piece of history in him 


self 
He had, after 
on the Wednesday after na Б; ion of Sherwood Foresters, fresh in from 
Kingstown, sought to fo leir way ag st a garrison of a dozen men posted in 
the corner hou of Haddington Road and Lower Mount Street. Three of the tinv 
garrison were killed but, in this most significant a f ' Rising, the British 
Iroops lost 216 killed and wounded. No wonder the v g Mattie saw Joe as a piece 
of history in 1 
Avenue on his | ‚а squat, little, short sighted 
man, for ғ le уу | like a hunch back moving along. He ran a small bool shop of 
Republican publications from th« top floor of a house on the corner of Henrv Street 
and Upper O'Connell Str It was a useful point of contact, as a result of which Joe, 
ie struggle, was imprisoned, sentenced and 
or interned. Matti her held him in high regard, although not so Mattie. He 
as short tempers nt | and а terrible blo ау man to ;candalise and criticise 


people. No one was safe. } 'uld damn perfectly normal fellows by declaring; oh, 


mind him. He is or 
On the run after bolting gh the window of his Synge Street classroom 
ahead of a Special Branch px »eán О Broin, then О.С. Dublin, lodged with them 


for a while, a: d Mixie Conwav young man Seán, then in his mid-twenties, he 


was a great vourite wi 115 S mother Lucy Hibbard. My people were 
Republicans M ny fathe nd step mother indeed ind she had a par 


ticular sm: uch a genial and pleasant character. He used 


to get away with saying things like that which was surprising for my step 
mother. But he had h a pleasant fellow, with a great grin and a 


smile. He was with us f 'r of fact he arranged that I was taken 


straight out of the re to work at headquarters level 


[ was still parading ruits at that time. We used the second floor of the 


An Oige house at 39 M у Square. Our О.С. Recruits, Mick Dunne, a postman 
ide surreptitious use of the upstairs room, mar 


adh, as a history class. It wa very much on the Q.T. He used give little talks and 


readings from Brian O'H Brian na Banban) and 'Sceilg' (J.J.O'Kelly) in pam 
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phlets on the Free State's ‘betrayal’ of the Republic. There were about 30 of 


Recruits then, and I remember on one occasion when he said; | don't know 
there it is the intention t something in this generation, and tf you peo 
fo go North would you be prepared to go? And of course all our hands shot up 

Micky Mullen was his adjutant. Most of them were later captured drilling in the 
spring of 1940 in a corner of St. Anne's Park, Clontarf, and many of them were sen 
tenced. And they had not even made the declaration; they were not, strictly speak- 
ing, in the LR.A at all st of them went in, and some did many years. Liam 
Dowling was one of them, Jimmy Storey and Seamus Buckley. They were all picked 
up anyway. A few signed out but the majority, some of them very ordinary 
Dubliners, remained. Micky left from the Bridewell; his wife was not well but he 
was obviously a bit self-conscious of the fact. Years later when Seán O Broin was 
managing Kings ;, | used to go in and he would ask: was Micky Mullen ever in 
the Curragh? No, I would say, he was in the Bridewell. Sean thought it a great joke 
But Micky's heart was in the right place all the time; deep down he remained a true 
blue Republican 

[ was barely past 17 at the time but I was not captured in St. Anne's, because as 

‚І was appointed to headquarters staff. About which more anon. 


Mountjoy Square of course is very close to Hardwicke Street, ind prior to this 


about 1934, 1935, while still in the Fianna, I used frequently be there although the 
real base of our sluagh was in Lower Grand Canal Street, on the south side, where 
we occupied a small property which has since been redeveloped. Seamus Grace, 
another of the nine survivors of Mount Street Bridge, was our O.C. Appropriately 
he lived in Percy Place, overlooking the bridge and the scene of his action. Fianna 
remained in that house, I suppose, seven years. I was enlisted in Grand Canal Street 
on the south side, having been born in Eblana Villas, off Pearse Street, so I had only 
an unofficial connection with the Hardwicke Street hall. Peadar McAndrew, : 

and sterling Republican, and great gaeleóir from Co. Mayo, had a grocery shop and 


dairy there, on the side opposite the Hardwicke. So I would have been calling there 


inyway. Peadar also taught Irish in Artane Industrial School. It was a great street at 


that time; lively and full of people. And while some of the houses had gone into ten 
ements, most of them were still private or in flats 

It was there I met Brendan Behan for the first time. He was from Russell Street, 
off the North Circular, only ten minutes walk away. He was the fine healthy fellow 
you once knew, with an open white shirt and a tidy mop of black hair; the very pic 
ture of health. Somehow or another, even at that time, I knew I was in the presence 
of genius. We had been sent this evening to the Hardwicke; I cannot remember now 
for what. It may have had something to do with Sean Murray, a Republican from Co 
Antrim, who later joined the Communist Party, and it was then I commenced a long 
term acquaintance with Brendan 

Cathal Goulding too began with Fianna in Hardwicke Street. He was later put in 
charge of officers in Dublin, but at this time he was a fine cut of a lad; still is (4) in a 
sense, with fine golden hair, inevitably grey by now, stockily built with loads of 
courage. I got to know him better later when he was Intelligence Officer for Dublin. 


Very much the military man. He would have proclaimed himself a socialist, and 


would sing the ch« ; of the Spanish republican g, Banda Rossa la Triumphiana 
Inevitably, I suppose, t vas a bit of a dust u vit locals the street 
One word borrowed another. Т! 'Oplt on our side but is always that 
few. The Fianna; maybe because of their unif s, got themselves involved in a row 
with these locals [ was quit 1 di ur d how v were not all beaten out I 
do not know re were handv box 1 bot 51 ^ hat time no one would 
dream of using a knife T іу and Jack Rowe addy Rigney and Jos 


Buckley; all rth side Dubliners brought up the hard way, and all good with their 


sts. We could have moved forward and beaten up the group but I would not hear 


of it. But w ‘оме reported it back, some fellows with guns came later and shot 


up the hallway of the tenement. That was th rt of unofficial action that I would 
not countenance, and inevitably it led to some of out volunteers being imprisoned 
| was, as I alluded, atta 1 to Н.О. staff and as such I spent my time in the train 
department headquart n situated in 3 Prince of Wales Terrace, Ballsbridge 
It b« longed to the LR.A or was rented to them and they had their own caretake1: 
there although I cannot now call his name; it may have been O'Flaherty. Norbet 
O'Connor, a brother of Rory, executed in December 1922, lived in no. 4, and that mav 
explain something as it was seer ! possil "S ' route. It was there I met Jos 
O'Connor who later stood trial with orge Plant on the Devereux affair in 1942 
We had classes for limited numbers in the house and Joe was a regular visitor, as 


`4 D ^ 


indeed was Mixie Conwa| irse McLaughlin from Howth, a t 


top notch operator, a 
lad named Joe O'Donnell and Tim O'Driscoll from Tralee. Tim had spent years 
wireless telegraphy in the R.A inc was now teaching us. Joe was there pretty 
regularly. He stayed nights in Ellesmere Avenue as did numbers of lads at that time 
He was arrested on March 27, 1941, as was myself (but to my astonishment released 
shortly after), Danny Gleeson, Liam Noonan and Tom Doyle. Hayes was said to 
have been lucky; he got away from the Mount Merrion house, in The Rise where Jos 
and Danny wert 

We were arreste weep across Dublin, March 27, 1941. Bréid Ni 
Chuinnegain was picked up, as was my brother Christy, Joe O'Connell and Tom 
Doyle, staying in our house a ime, en route to work. As he was an official of the 
Dept. of Defence, it hi headlines when sentenced to 14 years in March 1941 
Linked to him and sentenced to two years one day earlier, were three girl civil ser 
vants, Maureen Twomey, Maureen Cullinane and Mary Spillane 

\ little man, living in Innisfallen Parade, who had been in Fianna in 1916 was 
pulled in also. He could look out from D. Wing and see his own home. But, to return 
to Joe O'Connor; he was a fierce man with the Nazi salute. Of course it was a ges 
ture of defiance, because we у ill, or most of us, left wing. I caught up with Joe 
again in the Curragh. This was after his series of trials with Patrick Davern, Michael 
Walsh and George Plant, from November 1941 to the second last day of January 
1942, when he was discharged by the Military Court. He had barely escaped the 
death penalty. The trials of the other three continued with Plant paying the ultimate 
penalty 

| remember hin iddy fellow that he was, being carried shoulder high on 


his return to the Camp: later 1 | nervous breakdown, and indeed he looked 
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like a man who had. He went, upon release to London, where he married one of the 
sisters of Geoffrey Palmer, though alas, it did not last. (Geoffrey, Protestant republi- 
can over 79, was the old member of the Communist Party of Ireland and a regu- 


lar attender at Bodenstown until his death recently). He had joined the Workers' 
League, but he never forgot the LR.A; as a Kerry man he could not forget the LR.A 
He remained very much Republican. І remember him coming to me and giving me 
a contribution, a very handsome contribution, for Martin White who was standing 
for Sinn Féin in Co. Clare. Anytime I met Joe prior to his death in 1980, we talked 
ilways about the lads, the scrap, and various things like that. He was in no way 


jaundiced; he remained LR.A to the end 

WIRELESS TELEGRAPHY: 

\s a result of learning wireless telegraphy in Prince of Wales Terrace 
as a expert, so when a hitch developed in the LR.A transmitter in Jim O'Donov: 
\оцѕе, І found myself called upon one day іп 1940 to go out and inspect it 
O'Donovan, then a fairly high official with the Electricity Supply Board, had 


Director of Chemicals in the Tan War, and had been drawn back into our struggle by 


Sean Russell, his old friend, and former Director of Munitions. I always found him 


rious ki Ё man, not given to jokes or small talk. O'Donovan lived in a 
arge house in its own grounds beyond Loughlinstown in south Co, Dublin. Tom 
^oyle, then Adjutant-General, sent me there to get it going and to operate it. It had 
deen under the care o onway of the Wicklow Irish Lights, but Pat had been 

ich so I was asked to fill the gap. The man that brought 


е standing friend of Moss Twomey; as noted in Survivors, 


m Kelleher. 
America after the Civil War, came home and set up the South 
y. Numbers of our lads got jobs with that company on 
і themselves barred from other employment 
O'Donovan and himself had a great welcome for one another on arrival, while 
Mrs. O'Donovan, who was a sister of Kevin Barry, was also there. I found her a love- 
ly woman. I retained a great impression of her. She kept plying me with cigarettes 
which were 
[hen O'Donovan t me upstairs to test the transmitter, which I believe was for 
keeping in co t with Germany (and you tell me that Henning Thomsen, th« 
Embassy Counsellor called often to the basement office of Moss Twomey in Upper 
O'Connell Street. But, of irse, in his position Moss would talk to anyone; whether 
one really learned anything from Moss was a different matter). But at that time there 
were any amot [I tran ters, receivers and personnel maintaining contact with 
j so why ve not maintain contact with the Germans? O'Donovan 
switched on the transn т and I took over. I had difficulty with the wave 1 
was missing a bit; it must have been the procedure as, after all, it wa 
new instrument to m vas not that it was too fast for me, for I eventually mas 
tered it and showed Jim how to operate it 
[hat seems to lead on to Fritz Langsdorf, who, of course, with his brother 
Herman, and sister Catherine were all Dubliners. Fritz served a term in Arbour Hill 


Prison in 1935 with Mick O'Leary, but at this time was on the run although still get 


ting arour 


and culti 


anda ry 


PADDY KENNA: 
In 1991 I gave 'ort oration at t l ral of Pa y Kenna. The Kenna fami 


i| 0t known him until 


аа mind 


idt 
thing, a 
tor want of trying 
in other circles cam jut my contacts with ! continued through ‹ 
literature 
'antomi 

used obtain th« 
would then adapt them t i stan f our internment, and somehow от 

; there were no women in the 
Curragh, Philip O'Kelly and myself nearly alway fulfilled the parts of les girls. Phil 
with his long dark wavy hair, ma ! very convincing ile when made up, but 
there were others; Li Hy id was one, who could play well the part of a lady 
And of course we wert llowing ! Һа пап tradition when all female part 


| remember Paddy playing or ite me in panto when my name wa Шу. I can 


not remember what v his name but I know from the applause and laughter that 


I 

I 
П 
{ 


we were a great ccess. S о пе occasion sent out а programme to Harry 


O'Donovan. It was $] Шу done in fin ipt with Celtic scrollwork; it would be 
interesting if one ild g ight of it today 

Paddy was lat 1 it | by his two younger brothers, Mick and Tom. And 
igain I becam ry friendly with them. They were rea bs, never taking them 
selves SCTIOUSLY {ғ lw у вооа гот aus Ve were relati ely old chaps when 
they were shoved im who was a tall man with golden wavy hair, was wearing 
a white raincoat. After night or two ie hut, he suddenly commence 
top of the po 
hummed out alt t, A,I EFA | a girl in Kalami 0-20. In next to 


no time we we ll jis о ar id і \ апа ich others hips 
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singing Kalamazoo. But t vas the Kennas; they would really cheer you 1 
ing sure you didn't become too serious about things 


Mv friendship continued with them when eventually we were ill 
requently I visited thei ise in Fitzgerald Street in Harolds Cross whe 


ir mother well. Her name was Sloan and she came from a great Republica: 
some of whom were olved with Dan Breen. As I remember her sht 

ye permanently рге} ‚ cutting bread, making sandwk 

really loved her. Yes, І loved het ddv and I continued our friendship for long 


ег because we became involv a drama group, Imritheót 


éin Players, and we pre several plays. I remember one call Tread 


irce, which we staged for pris dependants' in the Mansion House 


was a Yeat's play, The Wa fa ven. It finished with, and I had the final 
voman going down the r 1 did not, but I saw а young girl and 
knocked around together and we drank together; although Paddy 

shortly after that gave up drinking at his mother's request and never drank again 
We used to go into the Shakespeare Bar in Parnell Street and meet Seosamh O 
Cadhain there, a brother of Máirtín. I suppose we were more or less bummine drink 
if it came to that. We were penniless for a long time after coming out, so we wert 
happy if somebody treated us and we got a few laughs out of it, Seosamh, who was 
secretary of An Fáinne, had his office in Parnell Square over Craobh Mobhi and I was 
a frequent visitor there. About the time of An t-Oireachtas in October, Seosamh 
would arrive in with a load of Connemara people whom he would entertain in a pri- 
vate room upstairs where we could sing to out hearts content and enjoy our drink. 

hat was a great congregating place for a lot of the Curragh lads; it was my first 
local: mvself, Paddy, and the Dublin LR.A lads. It was a convenient meeting place 
because we all attended céilís and socials in the area; the Sinn Féin hall, Conarchy's, 
the Teachers’ and so ‹ Ihe Prisoners' Relief Organisation office was in North 
Frederick Street, while another good reason was that the Shakespeare was then 
owned by Paddy O'Shea. a Republican from Co. Kerry, w ho married this girl we 
called the millionairess and ended up owning O'Shea's - now Madigans 
Donnybrook 

Anyway Paddy was always part of that scene, and after months of hardship 


without work, we all finally landed, through Séamus O Mongáin, jobs stacking turf 


in the Park where we felt rightly made up. Indeed, Andy, Paddy's father, who had 
been all through World War One, and was never involved in our activities, got a job 
there too. He was, as you might expect, a marvellous character. I can recall drinking 
with him and another big man who was later а commissionaire іп & lerys, and the 
stories Andy had to relate would keep you in stitches for a long time 

He had been a post office labourer in 1914 and joined up one afternoon that he 
happened to have a load of drink taken. Almost the first he knew of it was when the 
supervisor came vard next morning and grasping his hand congratul ited him; 
Mr. Kenna, we are all proud ou, Shifted quickly to England, he absented himself 
from camp, and áng that much cider in Dorset somewhere he was AWOL for 


three days as he Western Front was not much different for Andy. During 
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one big onslaught he and a numb his 5 large and shell pocked 
chateau, promptly falling through a into a subterranean basement where they 
discovered a cellar stocked with win d brandy. While the battle raged to and fro 
overhead, they plied themselves with liquor to such an extent that, after three days 
they were th - rging then they found themselves within their own 
1 


ines, but so disoriented were they, they were taken to be shell shocked and were 


promptly shipped to | 


When Paddy's mother lay ill, she called her sons, Tom, Mick and Paddy to he: 


side, and making ( ands, promise never to drink again. Ра stuck to 


hat, and from that day to his death he never touched liquot 


PERSONALITIES IN THE CURRAGH: 


Го return to the Curragh No.1 Internment Camp, which I appear to be skipping 


would like for the record to touch upon some of the people who passed through it 


You know that in some quarters it was later described as Tintown University, and 
indeed in many respects, a ugh getting less than no assistance from the authori 
lies, 1 was a pl ice wh п иа (and many did) advance themselves educa 
tionally.One of the prime movers in that was Sean Og O Tuama, a man qualified in 
every respect, and for a time, while imprisoned, the elected President of the Gaelic 
League, Connradh na С; І had never known him until I went to the Curragh 
and found that he had been interned already for almost two years. He was address 
ing a meeting in the big hut known as the Icebox, because of its concrete floor, and 
Mairtin O Cadhain was in һап гїп commenced to speak about class with 


in Ireland and a bit of an exchange developed between him and Neil Goold 


Verschoyle, another intellectual, but from the far left. I got to know Goold well late 


and thought highly of him, but he always wished to portray himself as anti- estab 
lishment even while in the 

Sean Og, on the other hand, was a very pious man, and religious. I attended his 
classes in mathematics which to be very beneficial afterwards, and I also 
attended his singing classes. I ad Irish classes too, but I was already proficient in 
that, yet I really loved his singing classes. He himself enjoyed singing. He would get 
all of us together in his hut and teach us these marvellous traditional songs and 
melodies; English songs too, like The Nightingale. He was also interested in drama 
ind stagecraft, producing plays and pantomimes, as I have related already. I tool 
part in all of these with Seán, he was such a cultured individual. He taught Irish, 
Maths, English, and at one stage a bit itin. But the music and singing was his 
first love. He was a member of the Education Committee appointed by our Camp 
Council. Some people there thought him conservative and over zealous in religion; 
they may even have regarded him as anti-socialist, but I saw him as a cultured and 
brilliant individual. He was certainly no Marxist; the talks he gave on Economics at 
that time were pretty lox stuff inasmuch as there was any social content. They 
were based upon Catholic social ethics and Rerum Novarum, and although enunciat 
ed in 1891, Sean could demonstrate that our social condition fell far short of it, as 
indeed it still doe: 

І kept in contact with Sean after we had left the Curragh. We used meet on and 


off in the Gaelic League Realt. He gave a lecture there that I was glad to 
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attend, and he also taught music and singing in a gaelic club that we had in C.LE. 
He was in every respect a fine person, and when he died, I arranged to have the 
[ricolour put on his coffin, and we gave him a guard of honour to Clarendon Street 
church. Tomás O Fiach, who was Cardinal at the time, referred favourably to the 
flag. I recall now, that on the occasion, I think, of his 65th. birthday, I was on а Teleffs 
programme which included Séamus Paircéir, Máire Ní Thuama and the choir he 
used have on Radio Eireann. It was a live programme and quite a celebration. Much 
was said live that could not later be said, for after that, with Cruise O'Brien as 
Minister, suspect programmes of that sort were recorded. More and more since that 
time programmes are subject to rigorous self-censorship with the result that the 
public are no longer given a truthful presentation of news. (With the arrest and sen 
tencing of Journalist Kevin O'Kelly in November 1972, Fianna Fail had already 


imposed ac lamp aown) 
| 


I was quite shocked when I heard of Sean Og's death; it was all so sudden. Maire 
told me that he had been rushing to go off to Cál Aodh when he had a seizure. It 
was all so sad as still, by my way of thinking, a relatively young man, with much to 
give, in the prime of life. He was one of the most healthy men I ever saw. He never 
smoked or drank, and while in the Camp, travelled about that windy place in an 
open shirt. I would have thought him as a person likely to live to a ripe old age 
Perhaps it was a case of those whom the gods love die young; not going mad, but 
dying young. One could write a book on Sean Og. He had a cousin in the ( amp who 
was as different as chalk is from cheese; Conchobhair О Tuama; a beautiful Irish 
speaker too and a fine actor, but a really hard ticket 

Neil Goold wore old boots and cast-off army gear, straight from the bogs where 
he had been working, and was organising for communism. We all wore army boots, 
grey shirts and Martin Henry suits, but Goold, one suspected, wore them to show 
what a proletarian he was. Cold and clinical, he could be described these davs as 
laid back' in his talk. He ippeared before the Camp Council, making a case for a 
blackboard which he needed for his Russian language class, but in fact the me« ting 
was called to discuss the Irish classes only so he was out of order. Ó Cadhain for 
ome reason resented him. It may be, probably was, because he had endeavoured to 
organise a series of lectures not approved by Council, and understandably so, in my 
view. They would have been at variance with Republicanism despite the fact t 
Neil pleaded that they were in accordance with I.R.A policy. I could see the problem 


although I had no authority, not then being on the Cóiste Oideachais, although I was 
on the Camp Council. Later on reading all of the correspondence relating to it, 
could see the problem 


Mick O'Riordan and others organised a petition to the Camp Council on Ne 


Goold's behalf, but sanction was nonetheless refused. Gearóid Ó Mongáin gave 
own series of talks instead. They were interesting; very learned and profound; ре! 
haps too much so in a sense. Gearóid of course was excellent; travelled, a first class 
linguist, with a university degree and very well read. It wasn't just propaganda; too 
much of what we had been getting there was propaganda; L.R.A propaganda. I 
remember passing with Máirtín a lecture being given by Sean O'Neill, and Máirtín 


remarked, that is very objective history being retailed in there. Pure Brian O'Higgins 
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would say, w: 


Gearóid was a scholar; his lectures were well prepared and had real content 


more or le ousted Gearóid faolmhicae ly attended a few of 

Maolmhicael's talks so it wou inta г me iss judgement, but I do know 
that O Cadhain was not too pleased with them. It was on record that he wished them 
changed. Too romantic, and I don't know what ‹ he considered them to be. When 


vou recollect ome of 
them we vide open to manipul п rhaps indeed they already were manipu 
lated in other di ion it | thi { you wert 1 traditional outlook, you 
would thin 
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attend, and he also taught music and singing in a gaelic club that we had in C.LE. 
He was in every respect a fine person, and when he died, I arranged to have the 
Iricolour put on his coffin, and we gave him a guard of honour to Clarendon Street 
church. Tomás O Fiach, who was Cardinal at the time, referred favourably to the 
flag. I recall now, that on the occasion, I think, of his 65th. birthday, I was on a Telefís 
programme which included Séamus Paircéir, Máire Ní Thuama and the choir he 
used have on Radio Eireann. It was a live programme and quite a celebration. Much 
was said live that could not later be said, for after that, with Cruise O'Brien as 
Minister, suspect programmes of that sort were recorded. More and more since that 
time programmes are subject to rigorous self-censorship with the result that th« 
public are no longer given a truthful presentation of news. (With the arrest and sen 
tencing of Journalist Kevin O'Kelly in November 1972, Fianna Fáil had already 
imposed a clamp down) 

I was quite shocked when I heard of Seán Og's death; it was all so sudden. Máire 
told me that he had been rushing to go off to Cal Aodh when he had a seizure. It 
was all so sad as still, by my way of thinking, a relatively young man, with much to 
give, in the prime of life. He was one of the most healthy men I ever saw. He never 
smoked or drank, and while in the Camp, travelled about that windy place in an 
open shirt. I would have thought him as a person likely to live to a ripe old age 
Perhaps it was a case of those whom the gods love die young; not going mad, but 
dying young. One could write a book on Seán Og. He had a cousin in the Camp who 
was as different as chalk is from cheese; Conchobhair O Tuama; a beautiful Irish 
speaker too and a fine actor, but a really hard ticket 

Neil Goold wore old boots and cast-off army gear, straight from the bogs where 
he had been working, and was organising for communism. We all wore army boots, 
grey shirts and Martin Henrv suits, but Goold, one suspected, wore them to show 
what a proletarian he was. Cold and clinical, he could be described these days as 


laid back' in his talk. He appeared before the Camp Council, making a case for a 


blackboard which he needed for his Russian language class, but in fact the meeting 


was called to discuss the Irish classes only so he was out of order. O Cadhain for 
some reason resented him. It may be, probably was, because he had endeavoured to 
organise a series of lectures not approved by Council, and understandably so, in my 
view. They would have been at variance with Republicanism despite the fact that 
Neil pleaded that they were in accordance with I.R.A policy. I could see the problem 
although I had no authority, not then being on the Cóiste Oideachais, although I was 
on the Camp Council. Later on reading all of the correspondence relating to it, I 
could see the problem 

Mick O'Riordan and others organised a petition to the Camp Council on Neil 
A 


Goold's behalf, but sanction was nonetheless refused. Gearóid О Monegáin gave his 


own series of talks instead. They were interesting; very learned and profound; per 
haps too much so in a sense. Gearóid of course was excellent; travelled, a first class 
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linguist, with a university degree and very well read. It wasn't just propaganda; too 


much of what we had been getting there was propaganda; LR.A propaganda, | 


remember passing with Mairtin a lecture being given by Sean O'Neill, and Máirtín 


remarked, that is very objective history being retailed in there. Pure Brian O'Higgins 
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took him by storm 

We were not even awal that time that there was such a thing as Catholic 
social teaching. I remember Paddy Mulcahy from Limerick had this book by a man 
called Cronin on Oxford Catholic social thinking; Seán Og had a work on it also 
which I happen still to have. By and large at that time we would all have been read- 
ing and quoting Connolly and Fintan Lalor, and describing ourselves as socialists; 
but careful all the time to qualify that by adding that we were Republicans first 

І described myself as a socialist and resented some of what Máirtín was saying 
[ found it quite legitimate to assert that I was a socialist so long as I continued to 
recognise the Republic and refused the legitimacy of the Free State 

[nevitable in this sort of debate there were distinctions being drawn between the 
2nd and 3rd. International; between socialism and communism. The communists 
would not admit of those distinctions, although the main argument that we had 
igainst them was that they, literally, so far as Ireland was concerned, were not polit 
ically strong enough and never likely to be. Subsequently when numbers of them 
signed out, and they went to join the R.A.F, that really finished them for us. remem 
ber people like Seamus G. O'Kelly, who had been associated with Republican 
Congress in 1934, turning very anti-communist as a result; he used quote them on 

' basis that they were not loyal to what he perceived to be the Republican tradi 
tion and the true standpoint of an L.R.A man. I did not get to know Mick O'Riordan 
in the Curragh because we were apart, but when I did get to know him, I think he 
would concede much of what I have just said. As he told me himself, he had not 
much time for the I.R.A as such; to him it was just another vehicle 

he picture I recall of Seamus Murphy, ex-deportee from Liverpool and ex-mem 
ber of the Publicity Bureau, is one of a nice, mild mannered, dreamy sort of fellow 
He regarded himself as a poet and he made a few attempts to write poetry; not witl 


any spectacular success, though in fairness he may have had things written that 1 


was not aware of. I know that he had the manuscript of a book about an Irish fami 


ly growing up in exile in Liverpool, Parnell on the Wall; it received favourable notice 
from Sean O Faoláin in The Bell although it was never published. I remember one lit 
tle essay he wrote while in my class, on going for a walk in the countryside. It com 
menced to rain, and Seamus described the skies as ‘crying’. It was in that vein; very 
apt, I thought. As I say, a mild and gentle person, Peadar O'Flaherty also made a few 


efforts at poetry and he regarded Seamus as a potential poet, although I must say 1 
never saw anything from him that would lead me to believe that he would rise to 
being anything more than a minor versifier 

І knew a lot about Myles Heffernan, who had worked in New Ireland Insurance 
before I was interned. Myles was Intelligence Officer of the Dublin Battalion in 1939 
and had a lot to do with our training camp in Killiney Castle. But it was not until we 
met in the Curragh that I really became acquainted. He was just another marvellous 
character even tl gh he never learned Irish. And unlike Paddy Kenna, I don't 
think he made any great e t; it seemed to pass him by. That is not to say that he 
was not interested in educational matters, for indeed he was. He offered himself as 


a penman, and I got him to copy out lectures that had been given; to write them into 


copy books and to circulate them around the huts. He was as happy as Larry doing 
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that kind of thing. While I was on the Cóiste Oideachais I got him to lecture on book 
keeping of which he had an excellent knowledge 

Who was on that committee? There was Máirtín as chairman, Paddy Mulcahy 
and a fellow from Skibbereen called Jerry McCarthy (not to be confused with the tall 
lanky man of the same name m Cork city). Now that may not be all. Martin White 
from Clare was on it for a while but he left it as he considered he should not be on 
it. Tom Doyle of Dublin, being a former civil servant, was on it for a while 

Jerry McCarthy was another unusual fellow; a close friend of Bob Clements, rail 
enthusiast, intellectual and scion of the Lords Leitrim of Loch Rinn. They used dis 
cuss books which Bob would receive from him in exchange for a smoke. McCarthy 
himself had a fine collection which he used lend circumspectly to a few. I remember 
Peadar O'Flaherty saying, after we regained our liberty and we were hoping to 


Mc Carthy in our group. He was a 


organise a circle, we will have to number Jerry 
bit of a hard chaw t having worked for a time in England. He could talk of that; 
having a jar, women, anything. Refreshingly realistic, in every way a very human 
person; straight and kindly vad an ailment in his stomach which prison life was 
not improving. From time to time it would upset him. I remember one day we were 
discussing sex; sex and drink. Liam Leddy was there too. And we were each saying 
what we would prefer had we the choice And McCarthy immediately went for sex 
because, as he expressed i t s a natural instinct while the other was an 
acquired taste 

\ marvellous memory and was very well read; he lectured a couple of times on 
literature, and once on economics. He had that depth of intellect that could never, 


alas, expand to its full flowering within the confines of a prison camp 


CLEMENTS AND MAIRTIN: 


Since I have mentioned Bob Clements, I have got to say that in some respects he 


was unique ill, gangling and of sallow appearance; he was a barrister, a Trinity 
graduate and a lingi with a fluency in Irish and Spanish. To top it all he held a 
high rank in the LR.A he Clements first came to the fore when the raised a a town 
mansion three hundred vears ago in Henrietta Street, Dublin, and Nathaniel later 
built a hunting lodge which we now call Arus an Uachtaráin in Phoenix Park. Thes: 
Clements ar ) lir ine, as the man assassinated in Co. Donegal in 18 
William Svdnev, was unmarried, and his estates passed to his brother 
In some wavs Bob was an amazing man, but you could not organise him. I got 
him to giv few lectures on economics when we started the new scheme of educa 
tion, but after th үе did what he liked. I remember he gave a lecture оп Filiocht 
id put a great effort into something and then just 
)п one occasion he took on the task of writing about 18th. century 


Irishmen in the Low! 
it there. I don't thin ver came to anvthing. He was like that. He would not make 
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the final effort; he ini intellectual. On the contrary he want 
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northern speech, and spent most or all of his time translating Irish literature. Frankie 
Duffy, a tough root from that same city, but y game soldier, slept close to 
Pádraic and his ambition, now that he found himself in prison, was to learn the 
tongue of his ancestors; t ne as proficient in his narrative language as almost 
everyone who was 
But, alas, try as he might, Frankie, with his clipped Belfast accent, could make no 
à : 


progress. For a long while Padraic idopted a benign, almost fatherly attitude to 


Frankie, whose pronunciation at times could exasperate a saint, but, in the end, even 


he had to advise rank te sl | abandon his attempt 
^mong the Kerry wd, of which there was at one time nearly a hundred in the 
Camp, I can recall ott f Tralee. I can remember him quite well, and I would 
say, a decent sort and well respected although a bit sharpish. I would couple John 
Joe Landers with him. We worked tog ; afterwards. Danny Ryan from 
I thinking, similar. He 
had a hackney | ess there and, as a youn; у, had been in the Civil War. He 
was а rec aracter; a joker апа a great тап spite his age, at football. But so was 
John Joe Sheehy, fron same town, and out als ivil War; veterans, it was 
marvellous to see t n leap for and run with the ball. In fact, on that question of 
being out in wars V аа man th wk ou n iu Land War, w« had 
a Fenian, numbers wh: id participated in 1‹ and a few ex-British soldiers who 
had been out in what came to b lled tl ү\ We had numbers from the 
Гап War, th ivil War ar w Int srigac nen from the Spanish С ivil 


War. They were, one and all, among the q test unobtrusive people in the 
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| got to know S M | y after release. We met quite a lot when discussing 
joined Clann na Poblachta. I had known slight 
net him in the Sinn Féin rooms in Parnell 
cture on Barnes and McCormack on the first 
anniversary dong to find it had been banned, but he got 
wound that by expl ing tl it had to be banned, and in the course of that he gav« 
the lecture. I recall h 1 peaking at other meetings; at one in the Mansion Hous: 
prior to that hangii But ^ ver close to him in the Curragh. He was very 
much th« 1e conceive of him as a dry 


sort of 1 | number of plays; one that 


were others, inc luding Rossa 


18 is one of his. At heart a quiet 
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patriot 


Sean Ashe from Co. Kildare choose to work in the Cookhouse. Somewhat 


reserved, he liked physical work. I have at home a book he gave me, Ballads of 


lreland, with his name in Irish upon it, Hut B.1, Tintown, the Curragh. He never 
became a great scholar and I don't think he ever became fluent in Irish 

Paddy Kelly, a tall thin man, was a friend of Charlie Gorman. Joe Casey of Co 
Longford, was another man who never sought prominence. Barney's brother; ht 
was a big mild mannered man; unassuming and unpretentious. He had been a 
miner in Arigna. Charlie Gorman with Jasper Hornibrook and Spud' Murphy, was 
one of the training group arrested in the now long defunct Crumlin brickworks 
round-up of 1941. Very much the LR.A man, he took a great erádli to me after I found 
myself interned. With his friend Paddy Kelly, they remained so close that they could 
have been each others shadow. Both real Dubliners, but faithful and reliable 
Republicans 


Dan O'Toole from Belfast; 'Black Dan', a hard man, I had met earlier on the out 
side. He was involved in th« attempt on the Castle with Joe Dougherty (Atkinson) 
in the Holles Street affair and other actions. Joe staved underground in our house for 
nearly a year. He was coaching me to take over the office of Director of Iraining 
should he be arrested; in the end of course we both were, so that ended that. I can 
recall Andy Skelton from Lurgan. He fell foul of th« police in late 1942 after which 
he arrived in the Curragh. He had been a training officer on Headquarter's Staff; a 


tall man with a slightly florid complexion; a model of efficiency I learned from oth 


ers 


I was in Arbour Hill with Tony Ruane of Galway; he also extended back to the 
Civil War period. An awful man for telling whoppers. They used make the fellows 
whistle (sarcastically) as he relayed them, but I think he enjoyed telling them him 
self. Attired in a hat and riding breeches, he was the real man of the hills type, and 
looked it too 

I drank with Tomás McDonagh Byrne the day before he went off to seek work in 
Germany. That was in the mid-sixties before EU was dreamed of, but despite years 
of trying, although very well educated, he had not been able to find satisfying work 
in Ireland 

^ grand fellow, and although a Liverpudlian, he had good Irish and still felt very 
much a part of the Movement. He was very pally with Jimmy Doyle and Myles 
Heffernan; the three often drinking together in McDaids, although he was not part 
of that set. I enjoyed having a jar with him myself, especially that last hour we had 
together in the Dawson Lounge; I can still see him there.(6) 

I was in the Recruits Company with Tony McInerney. He had already started 
accountancy when he was arrested and the next thing I find him, like one of the 
boys, on fatigues in the Camp peeling spuds. I was never that close to him howev 
er though I know after that he was a bit of a bohemian, and had played a part in the 
Catacombs of the late forties in Fitzwilliam Place. For a while I thought he resided 


there. People used come with six packs and in next to no time the big table in the 


middle of the floor would be filled with empties. A small inner circle of former 


Republican prisoners would occasionally be found there 


regarde 

county of Clare could have 
man, was a hand 
some, red һап right lad; bound ret ‹ H id learned good Irish. Talking of 
him brings memories back of Nick Lally m the same city; a marvellous сһагасіет 
ind a great friend mine in the h n tha idhain. Indeed, before 
even I entered the ;, Nick was rel g th iunnte he was learning there. A 
delightful person, with a good bra 'ry broad minde Ie had boxed, played 
soccer, and he loved ish and all about was à narkable scholar, with his 

own way on certa 
І remembx adhain embarrassing уу trying to make him pronounce th« 
aspirated C i onnaught ultur. He never failed to look up when he came to 
Dublin. A lovable man in every way; love sing | ta ind was active in his 
union, at that time the Work: ion of land ev all knew him on the Ceathrü 
un; he had settled th« hain h: | real affection for him. I went 
cially to his funeral, and I have a picture taken with Standüin and Paddy 

before 1 TOS 

mp but after release | 
person, 1 was marching 
ommemoration march of 
to 


rone now. And later we went 


rough Street, and we really enjoyed the scéal and the few 


drinks 
While, as I said before, I knew Brendan Behan in Hardwicke Street, I did not real- 


Iv become acquainted with him until he returned from Borstal. And of course he was 


charged here in 1 ind received a 14 year sentence. In June 1944, upon his trans 


fer from Arbour Hill, he came to me to try to decide which side he should bunk in 
with. Brendan, I said, go and find the snuggest most comfortable spot where you 
will have peace and get your yf grub. The creature comforts were all he was con- 
cerned about. There was nev he slightest evidence that he leaned towards being 
homosexual. I ne heard anvthing like that at the time; and neither did my broth 
er Christv who was a close friend of Brendan; or Eamonn Martin, Colm O'Laoghaire 
or vourself. He never gave any indication. Now, at the same time I wish to be total 
ly honest, and I would liscount that there could have been some little incident 
giving rise to this as there uld be with anybody 

Most males have witl ne other males more enduring forms of friendship, but 
that is hardly what we are talking about. I know from where that rumour emanated 
and I would not place any credence on that particular source 

THE O CADHAIN DOCUMENT: 

I alluded earlier to Fritz Langsdorf; map reading in l'icknock. I became closely 
acquainted with him in t izh. He was one of what was known as the О 
( adhain group, which, by 1944, were trying to piece toge ther the jig-saw that would 
show a politic 1 way forward for Republicans. О ( adhain had produced a docu- 
ment on this, and it was actually from Fritz that this document the sole copy, was 


seized bv limmv Fleming. I went to Fleming afterwards as I was very keen to study 
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' document, but he said that he had given it to ош group O.C Joe Crowe 
Fleming had given Fritz a dig when he seized the document. At the time onlv a 
small group had read it; they included Sean Harrington, Liam Leddy, Sean Og, Jerry 


McCarthy of Skibbereen, Mike Galvin, Sean O'Neill of Cahirciveen and myself 
here was a big to do about it, and after a couple of meetings Sean O'Neill said we 
were selling out, and retired. Not all of us agreed with O Cadhain: verv few 
fact. I was opposed to much of nyself. His thesis was that, for the moment, we 
should recognise that the military effort had failed. So what should we do? Ther 
were various proposals whi some respects were a bit outlandish. Nowadavs 
these would be talked about as socialism; but that was not all 
erences to a monarchy! 

It was given on loan for Fritz to read because he was one, like Paddy Ker 
others, who recognised very well the fact that there was a need for us t 
with ourselves, and to acknowledge that everything should be up for discussion 
Jimmy Fleming resented the document greatly, although I think there may have 


been a personal element in this as his brother Paddy, who had signed the declara 


tion of war of January 1939 was interned on the Isle of Man. Years afterwards whet 


Jimmy found himself with the 'Officials' of all people, he said it was the best thing 
that O Cadhain had ever produced. Of course he had it all arseways at that stage 
At all events that was the end of the document. It was a great pity. When after 


wards I taxed Fleming about it, he became uneasy; ‘ah, I gave that to Joe Crowe’. Toe 


Crowe was O.C of the group, having been elected when Leddy was overthrown. A 
most unimaginative man. A solid Republican to give him his due, but his line would 


be the strict Army line. He had been out in 1922, so there was no shaking his prin 


Following this, O Cadhain, myself and others were suspended pending a court 
martial. It was at that stage that Paddy Kenna weighed in. He was in no way 
involved, but he came ith us because he felt that things should be discussed 
whether one agreed or n gs were bad then and there was certainly a require 
ment to discuss everything 

Goulding's attitude in all this is most interesting in view of his subsequent 
career. First of all h« ide no move towards the more relaxed Pearse Kelly side 


where all the lefties were ind where you would have expected him to be He stayed 


if you like, on the right wing, where I was myself; on the side or orthodoxy, on the 


side of Leddy and subsequently Joe Crowe 

I have said earlier that he was very much the military man and would have pro 
claimed himself a socialist. If he was asked he would have declared himself so. It 
was very much in accordance with his viewpoint. Yet he was sore about the Ó 
Cadhain document which he regarded as betrayal of the Army, and vet it contained 
socialism; Irish socialism. Fair enough if that is how he felt. Cathal was a man who 
continued that way even into old age. I will say this much for him,; he was a man of 
great courage. The Felstead raid of July 1953, with Sean Stephenson and Manus 
Canning showed that. Even earlier than that, in the Curragh; ever a very hungry 
man, he used to collect the scraps; heat them in the stove at night and eat them 
Afterwards when we were all released I got to know him better when we were trying 
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to form an association of prisoners; a sort of felons’ club. That never came to any- 
thing 

After my release I was as | as ever to lay hands on the document. We were 
intent on seeing a political road forward and I had a good deal of the document in 
my head. So I nt t imerick and tried to trace it there, but Joe Crowe had emi- 
grated. I called on Paddy Mulcahy but he had left the Camp before the document 
was circulated 

OUTSIDE THE WIRE: 

Máirtín and I lamented the fact when Paddy Kenna gave up the drink; not that 
he ever went hard on it, but he adored a pint of Guinness and I can still see him in 
my mind's eye as he lowers head in anticipation towards the glass. Drinking peo 
ple are less happy in the company of one who once was a drinker. The crack is not 
the same, but Paddy had sworn off and was keeping out of the occasion of sin He 
married Maire Ni Cuileanáin, whose family were republican, and she herself had 
been sentenced to three years in March 1941, being expelled from the civil service 
She came from a strong gaelic background. Her father was Micheal О Cuileanáin, a 
teacher, and a man prominent in the Irish Ireland movement. There was a brothe: 
also, Cormack, who was younger, a Republican also; a poet and an editor of Feasta 
[hey were all colourful people; a book could be written about that family 

My meetings with Paddy had become intermittent over the years but I did have 
him down when in 1990 we held an exhibition on Máirtín O Cadhain in the Civic 
Museum, South William Street, Dublin. He came with his daughter Ita, then 
President of Connradh, and he insisted on making a contribution to our exhibition 
which was otherwise unfunded. There is a picture of Paddy and myself, probably 
the last taken of him, at that opening. I visited him shortly before his death. The final 
illness had brought a great change in him although he was as alert as ever. He 
showed me a letter he had received from Maud Gonne MacBride while he was in 
the Curragh, dated December 23, 1943. He and I would have been in the same hut 
at the time. In the letter Maud Gonne spoke of his mother, and she thanked him and 
his brother for sending some leather work and table mats for her prisoner depen- 
dants' sale of work. Paddy was a great reciter; he did not sing but he was marvel- 


lous with his own pieces, one of w hich, by Gearóid Murphy (7) commences; 


Who dares to say | 


t of Irish b 


For your place upon th 

Let remembrance be 

And our dead we'll 

Let their eraves Io US be mile 


Along a blood soaked one way trau 


Riveting stuff, that brought audiences to their feet the way that Paddy spat it 


forth 
Another favourite with him was Liam MacGabhann's Rags, Rogues and Rebels; 


MacGabhann, a Kerryman, was in the early days on the staff of An Phoblacht 


Mattie O' Neill 


Another powerful one with him was McCluskey, the Devil May Care: the dregs of gall 


or the back of it all in the heart of the devil may care. That also was Mac ;abhann. An ora- 


tor too; a sound man for a commemoration, and a passably good actor. Had he any 
acting experience before being interned in the C urragh? No, he had not; surprising 
ly not, but you would never think that with the professionalism he would show on 
the primitive stage we had there. I would like to put on record however what a mar- 
vellous human person he was. He could admire people who were diametrically 
opposed to him politically; he never confused the means with the end. 

I was released scarcely a month when I found myself in jail again. It was the lead 
up to the hanging on December 1, 1944, for the alleged assassination of D.O. Denis 
O'Brien at Ballyboden in September 1942 of Charlie Kerins from Tralee. Kerins was 
arrested at 50 Upper Rathmines Road, the home of Dr. Kathleen Murphy in June 
1944. After a prolonged legal process he was to be hanged by Pierrepoint 

I was working on the turf in Phoenix Park, as indeed were many of the lads who 
were arrested There was a nationwide collection, and they collected a fair amount of 
money. Cormac Breathnach, who was Lord Mayor of Dublin, was chairman. In the 
run up to the date of the hanging, around 20 of us were locked into the Bridewell for 
ten days; they could hold us then until the thing was over; and that was their sole 
purpose, to prevent any form of public protest. Peadar Cowan, solicitor, was in and 
out to us, and, maverick although some thought him to be, he did all that he could 

When it was all over and the execution had taken place, Peadar suggested that 
we be reimbursed for the loss of our wages. There was monev there. Certain people, 
many of them married men, had lost their wages and they could ill-afford the loss 
rhe story anyway was, and I believe it to be true, that when Joe Clarke heard of this 
he remarked, oh, they are trying to make money out of it. So that is the type they are 
It was all very embarrassing. We were not looking for anything, though in fairness 
to Joe, he wanted to hold on to as much money as possible for the prisoners depen- 
dants, and I would agree with that. But it caused annovance that it should have been 
said; that we, the only people who had lost by it, should now want to be recom- 
pensed. 

Mattie O'Neill continued to labour in the Phoenix Park for another few years 
until appointed, like many other ex-prisoners, a bus conductor with C.LE. That was 
his introduction to the Irish Iransport and General Workers' Union, and shortly 
after, he married Aine Ní Alluráin with whom they had six girls and two boys. Fuair 
Aine bas i 1973. His brother Christy, also imprisoned, had married Molly O'Neill. 

For some years Mattie was secretary of the hotel and catering branch of the 
Union over which Michael Mullen presided. A full time official then and a busv and 
much travelled man, he was appointed to the boards of Gaeltara Éireann and 
Udarás na Gaeltachta; this brought him even more ¢ losely into contact with friends 
of the past and the promising young people of the future. Mattie was a founder 
member and first secretary of the Irish Labour History Society which now has its 
own premises in the Museum of Labour History at Beggar's Bush Barracks in 
Ballsbridge. It is there that the annual Desmond Greaves Summer School is held 


Mattie O' Neill 


REFERENCES 


rom Оғати Hardwicke Street, by Willi Feeney. Fairleigh Dickenson. Associated 


Press 


In 1947-48 the hall LT уу Countes became 
Rocklyn Players playe her nder Denis Keogl r that for a few year was given over 
to sweet making. By 1953 it was Ї g [ \ 1 and made ruinous as 
a prelude to building in the later fifties t ts we s today lea і been made to 


restore 


^ men, spreac tw louses up à regiment, inflicting 216 casualties 


[he three who died wer eorge Reynold і ngsend, Pat Doyle of Milltown and Dick 


Murphy of South William St Yeir remain \ CO i as they were consumed 


within the burnin 


1. For Goulding’s later extraordinary career and his attitude to Republicanism, see his f 
page interview with the Irist I December 29, 1983. Three quotes will convey its flavour 

"The hunger strikers of the H. Block campaign were protesting for themselves, for some 
thing they wanted | presented no one 

1 accept the super gra with reservations’. Further along he is quoted as advocating 


tougher laws that would res in court actions and іп птеп! in the Republic 


>. Sé Mongain respects Rerum М rum £ that much of the philosophy of 


Comhar na $ 
6. In 1995, Tomas, now living with his wife in Co. Tipperary, organised in Dublin, with 
Patricia Sharkey, a f 22 former internees, in commemoration of the closure 50 


years prev iously of 


il servant in the Dept. of Defence 


Weary men what reap ye? Golden corn for the stranger. 
What sow ye? Human corpses that await the avenger. 


Fainting forms, hunger stricken, What see ye in the offing? 


There’ a proud array of soldiers - what do they round your door, 


They guard our master’s granaries from the thin hands of the poor. 


Lady Wilde on the Famine 
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A DUO FROM уз f 
CAHIRCIVEEN*, 


CO. KERRY: 


Mick Sullivan and on right Sean O'Neill brother of 
Maurice, at Mount Rivers, Cahirciveen, home of 


Derek and Mrs Mc Kenna 


Sean O'Neill from Letter, school teacher and Mick O'Sullivan from the town, a 
draper's assistant in his younger days; more recently into farming 

* Cahirciveen, more properly Cathair Saidhbhin the Fort of Sive, a small market 
town, romantically embalmed among mountains, in the south west of Kerry. Close 
to the site of anchorites, of seventh century oratories, of a ring fort and of a 
McCarthy castle. Ruined Ca House, was the birth place in 1775 of Daniel 
O'Connell, (controversially) the Liberator. 


* Party with hosts outsid River I veen, 1 Writer, Mrs McKenna, Derrick McKenna, Mick Sullivan, Sean O'Neill 


I REMEMBER KIT CONWAY: 

Looking back upon his career in Oglaigh na h-Eireann Sean O'Neill traced his 
early davs in teacher training in Dublin during which he was active in the LR.A. 'I 
remember Kit Conway being in charge of a squad of us training in the basement of 
44 Parnell Square. Jac k Brady was there at that time too; a good training officer'. 

On completion of his teacher training he returned to Kerry as jobs were hard to 
find; going anywhere there was a vacancy and was glad to be a substitute at two 
pounds a week. For a while he acted for a man in Blackrock, Co Dublin; who suf- 
fered from tuberculosis but he had to dispense with him after a few weeks as, hav- 


ing a family, he could not afford to continue paying Sean. 


Мош 
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He did not get a permanent job until 1938, after he had attended the Army 
Convention of A held in Unity Hall, Marlborough Street, over the Saturday and 
they mentioned the proposed bombing campaign in 
' representing South Kerry 

1 i ; there, but it was a controversial decision leading 
to a great division as many of the delegates, including Kerry and Cork, wer ypposed 
to it. Attended by people like Eoin McNamee of Tyrone, Tony D'Arcy of Headfort 

(his brother had been brutally killed by the Tans in March 1921 and he himself 
to die on hunger strike in April 1940). Jack McNeela of Mayo, Charlie Dolan of Sli С), 


James Kelly of С; n, Ted Moore of Kilkenny, George Plunkett of Dublin, Victor 


Fagg of Westmeath, Ned Carrigan of l'ipperary and around a hundred more; most of 


them enthusiastically in favour. Sean Russell was not ther 


barred by an earlier susp n. Tom Barry bitterly opposed to the ide 


and it was a sour pil папу of the delegates to run counte 


looked up to and who always spoke with an air of authoritv and common s 


to Barry 

was at another meeting later in 1938 held in a large house at Shankill the home of 
Billy Walsh, a bookie. There was a heated discussion there with Sean Russ ll, the 
main promoter of the English idea, present; those opposed to the plan felt that there 
was simply not enough resources or experience on the ground to carry it through 


successfully .In the e thirties Sean was attached to his local Cahirciveen unit LR.A 


on moving about 1940 to Dublin he was relatively inactive although already teach 
ing, but was drawn in again following the erosion in numbers caused by internment 
He does not recall now how he became reinvolved in north side Dublin but it could 
have been with the unit known as No.1 ¢ ompany centred outwards from Gardiner 
Street to Fairview, where he was appointed O.C, attended by such colourful officers 
as bricklayer Paddy Brown, and language student and fisherman Séamus Mat 
Riocard of Howth. Pa vas arrested with him on May 2, 1941, at 10.00 o'clock at 
night in the Crumlin brickworks, over which there are playing fields and houses 
built now. Thinking back on it he says, it was the perfect police coup, netting a large 
part of the volunteer activists remaining in Dublin. Why we should have been sum 
moned at that time and into such a place, I have never been able to fathom, he adds.A 
meeting was called of all the section officers and volunteers; 28 of them 

Paddy Kennedy, a former Kerry footballer of the period and a civic guard as well, 
sent word to Sean in the Bridewell, telling him that the entire area was occupied dis 
creetly by Special Branch from Saturday morning until the trap was sprung at ten 
o'clock that night. The whole thing was a set up and the Bridewell was handed over to 
the Branch for that purpose. It was a lesson to be learned, Sean remarks wryly, but too 
late for the 28 lads scooped up and held on remand in Mountjoy. Never one to loose 
sight of the humorous side of things, Paddy Brown guffawed loudly one morning; look 
at me nc v and In | / » пет e пета сат to power | oted forty ux mes for Fianna I 

hey were tried within weeks by the Military Tribunal in Collins Barracks, each 
of them, except Tony Ruane and Paddy Brown, receiving a sentence of twelve 
months; the charges were minor as there were no arms at the meeting. However, 
with the practice now of automatic internment, they knew that imprisonment 
would last for as long as the war in Europe lasted 

Paddy Brown and Tony Ruane (1) acted as officers during the remand period as 
they knew the procedures having been in jail before. But, in a mischievous wav, says 
Sean, "we were a very undisciplined crowd’ Spud’ Murphy, who became, in the late 


court party, Tom 
еа wait behind 
t enough of the 


Ё the fellow 


been àv 
ite offici | charge of Arbour Hill Military 
іг and upright 
n sentenced to 
death 


for 


iy the 


15 to breal 
ша have been 
come off. There 
ipe plan, Paddy 

Brown whom w ive mentioned already and Seam wling of the Dublin Liberties 


oeamus had beer raining officer in No. 4 mp but in a session in May 1939 


Volunteer Christy Bird, was ac y shot dead by Volunteer Jack Campbell.(3) 


Seamus awaited police and ambulance men, taking the rap on a manslaughter chargt 
\ cheerful fellow, w ür prematurely grey; he had two younger brothers, Liam and 
ean also imprisoned: Sean being one of those arrested at Crumlin brickworks 

The es ittempt was ma aright | failed; our lads drew back under the 
threat of a ri ean тє [ id it was just as well. It was then а с; e of priv 
ileges withdrawn; no letters in or o1 'eadar Heuston was their own letter delivery 
man; they could $ ) letters lying within his cell but none being delivered 

Because of Sean's peripheral involvement he had been sentenced to a month 
without letters; promptly h id of the lunar month he complained only to be 
told; 'sorry chum vou must wait anotl е days. It is a calendar month; not a 
lunar month’. At that time they were allowed two letters out per month and two in: 
some of those inw i were so vigorous n 1 with izor blade that the pages 

ribboned 
ur Hill nor in the Curragh, although one newspaper was 
wever no radio, no newspapers and no outside ne 

whatever - ex t family news - was permitted into Arbour Hill. There was however a 
Р.А there whe sionally held his paper high enough for the headlines to be read 

Séamus Mac Ricard w ull of devilment. In a way with his grey hair he remind 
ed Sean of a sean n the evening the green enamel mug was left outside each 
door to receive milk with a slice of bread placed on top. Dissatisfied with the quan- 
tity, Séamus left a scrupulously clean chamber pot outside on this evening. There was 
i? 


released that way 


laughter at this with a wag calling, Séamus, 1 
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MAURICE O'NEILL: 
Maurice, the younger brother of Sean remained in the home place, as O.C. of the 
Cahirciveen until called to Dublin by Charlie Kerins very « 
^s Harry White was to relate of him afterwards; he was a fine big fellow 
yet real polite, always rem ng his cap when introduced to a person. Sending him 


upon a message one day Harn alled, we gave him a map of the city 


evening when he returned. What kept you, Charlie asked. It is a custom in out 

he, to call into every church that you have not been into before, and to 

said Charlie dryly, you must been into half the churches in Dublin 
Maurice had been called to the capital in connection with a hoped for push from 

Donaghmoyne nst ( SS elen and other Border targets following the execution 

in Belfast of Tom Williams on September 2 1942 (4). When that failed, the scattered 

Dublin leadership 1 and harried, their lives hanging daily and nightly upon 

thread, lay low in the few houses that dared to offer them shelter. It was in one such 

on October 19, Kelly 14 Holly Road, Donneycarney, that White and Maurice 

found themselves surrounded; and upon unwittingly emerging, walked into a with 


ering hail of fire 'ated into the kitchen of the house immediately, but 
White - the quarry whom the Branch really ht, knowing nothing of Maurice 
made good his escape and lived k *ht another day. The police, as frequently hap 
ened, shot one of their own in cross fire, but a victim had to be found, and although 
not charged with the death b shooting with intent', Maurice O'Neill was executed 
'y firing squad in Mountjoy on November 12 1942. In a neat twist by the authorities 
' firing squad was under the command of another Kerryman, Capt. Fitzgerald 
[he death of his younger brother left a deep mark upon Sean, yet his impending 
ite caused scarcely a ripple with Maurice. In a remarkably calm letter from Arbour 


Hill Prison to Sean, interned some months before in the Curragh, he commenced 


I 


ightly; / suppose you saw in tl ipers where I met my 


Waterloo last Saturday night 
such are the forti ar. 1 must sa De їр very untucky 
131 J5l»n j 
would have gone only aüelayet 


vouid come to tt sooner or later 


› ; ol 190i] o 
i very glad my friend «ol 


1 | 
wren 1 ( тоап D IOH was е 


It is no good ti 
Order W.8, That is the blood thir 

is only one sentence deat elease. So I believe it is the full penalty for me 
in having false hopes, hard facts mus 

ON THE PLAINS OF KILDARE: 

On the termination of his twelve months sentence - nine months with remission 

Sean and the group with him went through the formality of release on to the pub- 

lic footpath whereupon they were promptly re-arrested and served with an intern- 
ment order. Held for a few hours in the Bridewell, he had a visit from a first cousin, 
Maureen Smith and a teacher, Michael Bowler. Then, inside a draughty lorry they 
were brought to the Curragh. It was January 1942, and the Curragh, treeless and 
windswept, was even more miserable than usual. Sean was directed into the dimly 
lit Wexford hut when he arrived, being promptly buttonholed by Jack Sugrue from 
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1 f but when I 


Cahirciveen. "1 ak are of your knife and fork and mug' he said, 


received them back the л handle was missing. Spoon handles were used to 


| 

make rings although a silver shilling was better; while the bowl of a large spoon 
could be carved into a | 

The hut was quite crowd nostly with Co. Wexford men although Sean found 

himself beside Sean Tully fre ivan. Tully was a much older man and had a dis- 


ability pension as he ha st fingers in the Tan trouble. He had received in some jam; 
take as much as you like, he told Sean, and the pot was shared between them on the 
floor as tasty on the dry bread, there being next to no butter available. Sean 
remembers John Tully, long gone to his reward, as a genteel and cultured country man 

Ned Drummond of Tralee called into Sean a day after he arrived, taking him for 


a walk around the Camp, at the same time instructing him upon Curragh do's and 


dont's. On no account, said he earnestly, ; fe to play cards with ‘Bally’ Keating. (6) Hi 


doesn't cheat but } trip you naked. Among the other dab players were Moss Hickey 


from Limerick, John Tully and ‘Pa’ Weymes from Mullingar. ‘Pa’ really fancied him 


self, and he always had money, camp money. They decided to play a trick on him; 
fixing the cards with the best of face cards going to him in a game of solo, but Bally 
was fixed with an even better hand 

Ала, Mr. Churchill, ‘Pa’ would exclaim excitedly, as he capped each card: Ни tempo ris- 
ing ever higher until Bally topped him with a joker, scooping the pool. ‘Pa’ was 
bewildered, until the next day when we owned up to the trick that had been played 
But ‘Pa’ was like the joker himself; I recall him, says Sean, sitting there on a packing 


1 


case he had saved from the Fire, gently rocking to and fro while he intoned, Holy 


І 


141 1231 
Mother Ireland 


Jesus save us from № 


Mother Irela 1d 
With a love that 


By my side hangs 

THE TUNNEL: 

[he tunnel started form our hut, Sean relates, on the day, November 12, that 
Maurice was executed in Dublin. It was a north Kerry man, Jacob Lovatt, one of the 
Palatines, who started it. The story of the extensive network that had almost reached 
completion prior to the Fire of December 1940 is related elsewhere, but this single 
tunnel effort from the Leddy side is the one that is touched upon in other accounts 
While it is almost certain that the Staters were unaware of the 1940 network, it is fair- 
ly certain that at some stage they became aware of this one but allowed it to contin- 
ue. Hope, tis said, rises ever within the human breast, and after three years of seem- 
ingly never ending imprisonment, there were some eager to try their hand at scoop- 
ing their way to freedom even if it were to be, within an island in a war torn world, 


a freedom of limited duration 


The LR.A in the Twilight Years 1923 - 1948 


Inside the simple timber sheeted door in each gable there was an entrance porch 
with a second door inside. The floor of that porch was concrete but with a boarded 
top. The Staters emptied for examination each hut every three weeks lifting floor 
boards and examining the sub floor for a tunnel but they never examined the small 
yard and a half by yard and a half porch area since it was concrete. It was into this 
concrete that Jacob bored 

Breaking through the concrete was a noise problem, covered up at the appropri- 
ate time by a burst of music, while boring down and tunnelling underneath could 
be done only by day; even then a Р.А could open the outer door and enter the porch, 
so the timber floor had always to appear untouched 

After a day tunnelling’ Sean says, 'you would not be worth much; you would 
strip off to your under clothes to go down in overalls. There were coils of barbed 
wire blocking the old tunnels and you might have to get around that; the old tun- 
nels were used to hold some of the clay. The opportunities for taking it out and scat- 
tering it around were nil. You were in real trouble if a call came for a fellow who was 
down, although sometimes a Р.А would come in and just leave a list of names to be 
checked so that was alright; but if you were on the list you would have to come up 
wash, dress and appear. But we made good progress, even linking up with adjoin 
ing huts, under the perimeter road - a gravel road - and down under the boundary 
trench by means of a shaft. A rod had been pressed up through the soil so nothing 
remained but to breakthrough. We were on the verge of popping out when it was 
broken into early one morning’. Andy Redmond and J.L. McCormack were to go 
down upon the final day to clean back from the shaft when Tony Magan called 
around 6 a.m; are those two stone mad; do ye hear the noise they are making. He did not 
know that the Staters had entered and were now blocking the tunnels. Sean heard 
afterwards in Dublin that they had known about the tunnel for a while; that they 
brought in a lorry filled with stones to burst through where the tunnel was, although 
despite being driven slowly upon the road it had not burst through 

It was within Easter week 1943 that they intended completing the tunnel, 
although only a limited number - perhaps 30 could hope to escape from the three 
huts co-operating in the venture. Foolishly, all of the stock of chocolate in the camp 


shop was purchased; that, in itself, was a give-away. The night fixed for the escape 


was postponed until the following night, but it was about 6 a.m that the Staters burst 
in. They dug down into it and blocked every offshoot with coils of barbed wire. A 
soldier told Sean afterwards in Dublin that he had been part of a special unit of 
sharp shooters, and that they had orders to shoot to kill should anyone escape from 
the tunnel. Whether that be true or untrue it was easier to expose the tunnel before 
anyone could escape and in that way avoid further martyrdom 

FRIENDS REMEMBERED: 

Sean could recall Jim O'Shea, Johnny Stack and Mick Dowling; all Tralee men, 
and sentenced with him in Arbour Hill for involvement against blacklegs. Three 
nice quiet lads of middle height; Mick being rather stout with a round head that 
would soon be balding 

Of Jack O'Shea of Killarney, he relates; a veteran of the Tan and Civil War in which 
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he saw active service. He was interned from the start in the Curragh in 1940. He 
describes him as an athletic person having being cox for the Muckross Rowing Club 
over a long number of years. He was also a founder member of the Legion. Gaelic 
Football Club, serving at one period as chairman of East Kerry Board G.A.A. He was 
a fluent gaelic speaker and a lifelong promoter of its culture. Signs on it too, smiled 
Sean, he was one of the last to be released from the Curragh 

Perusing then an autograph book loaned by Denis Fitzgerald of Rock Street 
Iralee, Sean lit upon the Kerry names: They brought back a flood of memories. 


I 


4 bhrán eabh атас f 71 
еарптап gaon атас fa n saoehat 


Michéal O Dubhlaing 
each n-aon da mbuaileann leat 
matreann gaedhil 


1 na nGall ar fad 


Seán Mac Gearailt, Tráighlí: siad an chead dhá bliadhain na bliadhna is deaca. (Do 
chrait sin thi) 
Bill Cotter, quoting Pearse and Connolly, 


Sean Brosnan of Dingle 


Refreshing, are they not, laughs Sean. Nearly every second person there carried 
an autograph book.(7) Looking back upon the names now I realise that nearly two 
thirds of them have passed on. Fé coimirce Dé atá siad anois 

Reference has been made to splits in the Camp and there were splits; two major 
ones generally referred to as the Liam Leddy group and the Pearse Kelly group. As to 
numbers they were at the start almost equally divided, but the Kelly group was the 


most relaxed and tolerant being prepared to accept almost anyone under their banner 


provided basic discipline was upheld. Not so the Leddy group who maintained old 


style up-tight control. It was sometimes a matter of which side your friends were on, 
and Sean found himself under Leddy's banner although he considered that ‘he did not 
have a lot of intelligence'. In the last 15 months of internment matters went from bad 
to worse on that side until Leddy himself was ostracised. (Leddy later joined the 
Workers' Party but only for a short time as the 'atmosphere' in that grouping could not 
have been to his liking). It may have had a connection with the mystery political doc- 
ument circulated about this time from O Cadhain, to which Mattie O'Neill referred. O 
Cadhain, although with a vein of droll humour, was a strict disciplinarian; he is cred- 
ited with the advice that, fortunately he did not himself follow, that a man should 
wash, or be washed, only twice in his lifetime, namely after birth and upon his demise. 

Gerrv McCarthv of Skibbereen, we have noted already as an intellectual, very 
bookish and a close friend of Bob Clements who was equally bookish. There were 
three of the same name in the Camp and when the first releases commenced our 
Gerry refused to go as he persuaded himself it must be one of the other two; for 
'Skibbereen' to go before them he considered would be a let down but he was even- 


tually prevailed upon to leave 
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Another character from Ballyseedy, was Jimmy Wisdom, an old timer who had 
lost a foot in the Civil War. Coming up to Christmas he received in a gift parcel of 
sausages and other foodstuffs.(8) 

Purty Landers was one of our cooks; giving the sausages to Purty he must not 
have got the diction across clearly as Purty concluded the packet of sausages was a 
gift for the Cookhouse staff; to Purty he had said; 'take the sausages up and heat 
(hate) them'. Afterwards Purty apologised: 'I though you said take them up and ate 
(eat) them'. 

He was called periodically to Dublin to have a new foot fitted. On these occa 
sions he stayed with Donal O'Connor in the Castle Hotel. Entering a shop one morn 
ing to have a pair of new shoes fitted, the assistant motioned him towards a foot X 
ray machine, then all the vogue. It was a new machine which, of course, did not reg- 
ister when Jimmy inserted his stockinged foot. A look of astonishment passed over 
the young man's face until Jimmy explained 

AT LIBERT Y: 

Sean was held until after the war in Europe had come to an end in May 1945 
There was close upon 70 still left, including sentenced men. Among those lingering 
he recalls Tom Doyle. (The state could never forgive him being a civil servant in the 
Dept. of Defence, Sean remarks). Left behind also were Paddy McNeela, Mattie 
Tuite, Frank Weafer, John O'Neill, "һе Assassin Mulvaney and Séan О Broin of 
Ballyferritei 

Sean considers he was held over because - unreasonable as it may sound - of the 
association with his younger brother Maurice, executed two and a half vears before 
Some time earlier a question had been asked in Leinster House and Boland, Minister 
for Justice, had answered to the effect that those whom he had released were all that 
he would release. / will keep the real hard core, he replied brusquely; Sean added that 
there was a song made about that; we are the real hard core 

Alighting at Kingsbridge, Sean made straight for St. Patrick's in Drumcondra 
where he spoke to Dave Kelleher, secretary of the I.N.T.O, the teachers' organisation 
Kelleher was in poor health and was eager to employ Sean as a sub. It was all done 
with the knowledge of the school principal, Gallagher, who knew that Sean was 
fresh out of internment. "You need not teach catechism’, he said; 'Paddy Hayes will 
do that, but you will have 43 in your class’. At the end of the month when the returns 
went to the Department Gallagher got notice to disemploy Sean as he had been sen- 
tenced under the Offences Against the State Act in 1941, and a ban resulting from 
that remained upon all state employment for seven years. The principal wrote at 
once to say that he would employ no other than Sean O'Neill; 'he is my substitute 
and will remain my substitute 

But while Sean continued working he heard of a vacancy in nearby Dorset Street 
where he had taught prior to May 1941, so, calling upon Canon Kelly of Berkeley 
Road, the school manager, he made application in person placing, as he expressed 
it, all of his cards upon the table about internment and everything else. 'I will 


employ you, said the Canon, so long as you don't sue me for loss of wages while you 


were interned'. He had already received a notice that Sean was ineligible, but sniff- 


ing, he put it to one side 
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Quay,(4) within sight and sound of the strikingly beautiful St. Mary's Church. And 


that, combined with my place of residence, says Michael, is why I have always had a great 
interest in re поп 

Pope's Quay, of course, has nothing to do with the Roman Pontiff; the Popes 
being a powerful mercantile family two hundred and eighty years ago. Michael had 
two brothers and two sisters, and while his parents were native speakers. none of 
the children were. His parents did not speak it much in the city, not through any 
thought that it might be a drag upon advancement, he affirms, but simply that, as 
an urban language, it was slipping out of use. Their home however received a con 
stant stream of Irish speaking relations, one of whom, Sean Fada O Suilleabháin, his 
godfather and an old І.К.А man, had been demoted when he refused to take а loy- 
alty oath to the Free State government 


4 |. 
/ 


is a child I imbibed and spoke the sound and music of the language їп the poetry of 


Maire Bhuidhe Ni Laoghaire, a woman poet from my parent's birthplace; growing up 
after the North Monastery school however he began to feel that Irish was being used 
in an opportunist way that, for a while, repelled him. Later on he had ample time to 
rectify all that when he found himself in the Curragh Internment Camp under the 
cultural baton of Gearóid О Maolmhicael and Mairtin О Cadhain 
His earliest memories as a young child are of trouble; what were then universal 
ly known as The Troubles, because, with a powerful English establishment still in 
power, no one could declare their sympathy by calling the times for what they real 
ly were, war. So, as a three year old child, he recalls witnessing with awe the dark 
Crossley tenders of the Tans swing out of the Bridewell, their principal barrack, 
across the river on Coal Quay, and go racing away. Growing up he saw Cork as a 
divided city, where the halves were the people clinging to the political establishment 
of Cumann na nGael, while the have-nots were the Republicans, outcast from under 
the umbrella of the Free State. In such an atmosphere he commenced to be political 
ly aware; he had joined the public library in Tuckey Street and would wander into 
the adult s on, standing on tippy toe to reach the selected book. His father's occu 
pation after le с Ballingea vas as a tram driver in Corl iter on, from 1947 
Mick himself + d 1 tram conductor out of Dublin's Terenure depot. His fathei 
iter too 1 јо! 1 car man with the City of Cork Steam Packet Co 
Following an accident however on the docks, dad, with the compensation 
opened a lock-up shop in Adelaide Street. His memories from thos: 
colourful kaleidoscope of episodes such as witnessing the removal in 
of the body Michael Collins across St. Patrick's Bridge, before transshipment to 


{ 


Dublin ( it he recalls his mother chiding him in a half serious way for 


fraternising with a Tan serg t by name of Chance. As he continued his develop 
ment however, he was becoming aware that, although the O'Riordan's were 
selves poorly he were thousands of others in dire poverty. In the are 
city known as The № he ancient core, one witnessed poverty оп ‹ 
You could not fail to see it. That is the area in which Frank O'Connor 
story is located 

In 1932, unknown to his father, Michael joined Fianna Eireann, which at that 
time was seen in some qua s the youth wing of the LR.A. But Frank Ryan, with 
whom he was later involved in Spain, was the Chief Scout of Fianna, had a particu 


lar attraction for him « 
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At the same tir the strong Collins tradition in the country, combined with 
antipathy to Fianna Fáil resulting from the Economic War cattle sanctions imposed 
from England, was making progress by the Blueshirts easy throughout the country- 
side. (Fianna Fáil supporters were cushioned by modestly improved welfare and the 
prospect of Old LR.A pensions; besides, they regarded the hardships as a patrioti: 
duty). As the Army Comrades Association, formed mainly from ex-army people in 
1932, tl slueshirt org tion developed with the first appearance of the shirt 


as a uniform in Kilkenny in April 1933 Г.] Higgins, T.D of the opposition 
party, and until hort while OI ibinet member under President W.T 
Cosgrave, wé move t's leader and presiding genius, until the dismissal in 
February 1933 of Gen. Eoi Duffy, Chief of Police, followed by the appointment of 
Col. Eamon Brov &‹ 

O'Duffy was offered by De Valera :qually 
public service bu еі he opportunity instead t itics, and to attempt 
to lead 

In all that period and until much later, the « ial labour and trade union move 
ments stayed silent. We n« ne xp this intrusion into history further beyond 
remarking that indeed the Blueshirt movement at one time claiming more 
than 100,000 members, on being officially 1 1 and transforming 
December 1933 into the League of Youth, and then being confronted with the bomb 
shell resignation in September 4 of its leader General O'Duffy, commenced a 
fragmentation process which caused it, within eighteen months, to disappear from 


the political scene e few dozen sh term prisoners who found themselves in 


Arbour Hill and the Glasshouse, as a result of their activities, quite properly sought 


indertakings to keep the a he outbreak of the Spanish ¢ ivil 
War, у | created tl ri hristian Front, under political chameleon, Patrick 
Belton, mig! 6 I iccessor, but apart from a series of remarkable publi 
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in 1933, was at the public launch of the Blueshirt 


Г.Е. O'Higgins, Т.Ю, was the principal speaker. Ont 
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A MEMORY OF FRANK RYAN: 


Shortly after this Michael graduated into the L.R.A, meeting Frank Ryan for the 
first time. Everybody is agreed (1( \ the enormous attractiveness, or charisma as 
it would be « d se days, of Frank for all young ople; for girls, for boys and 
young men. We may liv n another world these day but that is the way things 
were in the thirties. At с he was frequently in the Dublin Mansion House), at 
song, or in a village dance hall at Baile an Fheirtéirigh, Frank, despite his incre: 
deafness, was ‘hea f rowl losely associated with Connradh na Gaeilge, the 
Irish Tourist Association in l pper O'Connell Street, Dublin, where h« 
employed, he was also editor, after Peadar O'Donnell, of A | 


mer of 1931 until th ring 1933, when he was succeeded by Liam MacG; 


an out-of-work Kerry her, (Hannah Sheehy-Skeffington stant editor, re 


with him). Th: ght Fra stayed at Mick's home on Р‹ ; Quay, and it is certain 
that he made much word play with the boy living at s a í ng address 
Promptly next morni ie set by car for a Conradh aeri 
old homestead of Ballingearv; Béal átha an Ghaorthaidh, t mouth of the ford of 
the wooded glen; how musical it must have sounded to him 
hat second-hand | | c Frank's was legendan offrey Palmer, Ireland's 
oldest communist, whose fat was a bank manag і Portarlington, tells a story 
of the car being lost som round Pa | Squa At that time there were no 
parking problems and th were literally thousands of ) i g in t tene 
ments and housing around ` et n of them would interfere 
been aband i for 1уѕ, with Frank away elsew! when Palme 
courst quired pushing, but fort ly it was facing downhill 
away easily 
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When the Spanish War br on the 18th. July 1936, physically dividing the 
peninsula in two almo | ilves, with General Francisco Franco and his troops 
occupying the west | Government, or the 'Reds' as some Irish news 
labelled them, holding th« st, Michael decided that he must volunteer 
iged only 19, but that is the age for », and he was not deterred 


tacted Sean, or Johnny a founder member and the full time « 


iser of the Communist Party. Sean Nolan was manager of New Book 
Street (now the Connolly B jokshop in East Essex Stree ) oldest workers' book shop 


where he presided from 1941 until 1988, during which he found himself a tars 
(along with the Irish Times!) for some ultra right window smashing. Michael also 
approached Jim O'Regan, a fellow І.К.А man of Cork. O'Regan later volunteered for 
Spain; was fortunate to sustain only wounds, returned to Cork, took up again with 
the Т.К.А; played a part in the English Campaign (which Mick disagreed и and 
was imprisoned there for nine years.(10A) 

In Dublin Michael met old time LR.A man Sean Murray, originally from 
Cushendall; a man who had been through the Independence War in north Antrim 
was interned, worked in England, and after 1928 spent three years in the Lenin 
School, Moscow. With a briefing from Murray, he sailed the following night alone on 
the Liverpool boat from the North Wall. He had little pending money, so it was 
upon a bus he travelled, it being the cheapest conveyance available from the Mersey 
to London. Once there he immediately reported to the clandestine recruiting centre 
in Litchfield Street. There would be no opportunity and no spare cash for the young 
man, just out of Cork, to see the sights of Cobbett's 'great wen' 

It was made plain to Michael in the recruiting centre that, in Spain, volunteers 
would be welcome, but not adventurers. After February 20, 1937, recruitment itself 
became a punishable offence under the European Non- Intervention Agreement 
which, of course, Nazi Germany and Mussolini's Italy, or the Soviet Union, did not 
observe 

With three Scot ind a Londoner, Michael took the night train to Paris where 
they reported to ат fice located appropriately enough, in Rue de Combat. (It 
turned out afterwards that of the five travellers, only two returned from the battle 
front, and one of those was Michael). They had no travel documents for France, but 
their false identity papers permitted a week's stay. Leon Blum was Prime Minister; 
it was the era of non- intervention which France, despite its Popular Front govern- 
ment, was observing, s  lunteers, if discovered, would be jailed by the French 
authorities; the men in the Rue de Combat had to tread warily. At 19 Mick was 
under age by two years foi Brigade, so he took fellow LR.A man Tadhg 
O'Connell's birth certificate; Tadhg having earlier failed the medical test. Then, after 
passing the check himself and a political assessment, the volunteers were warned of 


the dangers they faced yf the very unequal battle conditions(11) that would con 
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front them. Finally they were ad go 
many the lectur« d been too real, and some did; they opted out of a war in which 
there could be no fun, and few real victor's. To those remaining, the sole advice 


given was, bring p 
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[hat night they entrained for Bezi X) kilometres from the frontier at 
cross the line. Alighting at 
small hotel, where they were tok 

iy waiting inside, a French comrade col 

'asant farm where 

were immediately u into a b here they awaited the arrival of other 

small groups; being conveyed tl у bus to the foot of the Pyrenees. Dismounting 

there, they were guided ir rkness, not a word being spoken, high up and over th: 

mountains; it turn« ut to n ex isting, and in place: ipitous path, but 

in the darkness they w wal dy of worn out the straggling band was and 
not of the hazaz 

[hereafter Michael chronicles a saga of battle involvement against some 

times crushing odds; 'the lii ias crumbled, and grouy f our men are making a 

fighting and orderly retreat; but tl verwhelming might of the enemv has turned 

it into a rout.' But most t s it was not « it. Inch by inch however the Franco 


forces moved forward, vital territory being lost. First they whittled away at the inde 


pendent detached ү in Ё Euzkadi wl at the same time driving hard to close 


the pincers of Jarama and radalajara sed upon Madrid. As Sean Cronin opens 
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mander Wilfred Mc ey, said to be ex-Black and Tan, divided the Irish section 
and punished Terry Flanagan of the Dublin Brigade.(14)Ryan developed a poiso 
nous dislike of the British communists arising out of these incidents 

In another case, as Cronin relates it 

Che Irish with the Internationals fought well, despite lack of knowledge of the 
terrain and bad leadership. They were thrown into battle without proper orders. Kit 


Conway from South Tipperary, a born soldier with long experience of tight situa 


tions, led the Irish in the British Battalion. Conway was 38 years of age, and with a 
fine record in the Black and Tan War. (He took the Treaty side and on the eve of the 
Civil War commanded a Free State Battalion; then decided he was wrong and 
rejoined the Republicans). He distinguished himself on the Cordoba front at 


Christmas 1936 as the commander of a patrol that held off an attack by a battalion 
of Moors. By all accounts, Conway's men had full confidence in him and idolised 
him. Here is Jim Prendergast's vivid account of the waiting before moving into bat 
tle 

'А group of Brigade officers passed us. They were back from the lines whence 
they had gone to find out about the situation. We would not be long now. Frank 
Ryan must be back too. I looked around for him. Somebody moved, it was Frank but 
he had a steel helmet on. This puzzled us because we knew he had fitted on hun- 
dreds and couldn't get one small enough.' 

Frank came over to us. What are ye all looking at; he said. Did you « 
No, where did you get the steel helmet? Frank explained, simply by sitting hard on it he 
had managed to s jueeze it a tight fit. We'll need them boys, he said. It's hell up there 
and we are in for a tough fight. He told us of the position in the line and that the 
Fascists were expected to launch a powerful attack under cover of nightfall to final 
ly capture the road. Our Brigade must move in to smash this attempt at all costs. Kit 
and Frank went aw 

I went back to the group under the olives. I spread my blanket under a tree and 
lay down. It was impossible to doze however with the noisy chatter of the boys. Dan 
Boyle, a Belfast lad, gave 1 in English cigarette. Boy, that was good. Dan was in 
fine form although he had just read his obituary in a misinformed paper 

It was a happy group under our tree; Dan, Ted Bourne and Dick O'Neill. And 
before long three of us would be wounded and one killed. We could not read the 
future and did not care overmuch anyway. But Dan, handing the last of hi fags 
around, did sav his ger sity was based on the possibility of not finishing them 
later.' End of Cronin 

Keeping closely in touch by letter with Gerald O'Reilly, the LR.A man in New 
York,(15) Ryan returne riefly to Ireland in 1937; he helped to organise a short lived 
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weekly, The Democrat ight the July 1937 election for a seat in Dublin South 


] | 
Central; (nominated in his absence, having returned to Spain 3 weeks before); was 


earlier involved a nasty brush with police at a public meeting in Beresford Place 


(outside the old Liberty Hall) attended by Tom Barry, Tadhg Lynch, Sean К‹ 


iting of 
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[heir personal armament was inferior, there are many references to the quality 
of their helmets. Ryan was able to squeeze his so that it stayed on his head, while 
George Nathan, the British commander, pointing to a hole in his remarked to Frank 
Edwards, a stone did that. The rifles also were below par; old five shot efforts, much 
under the standard of a Lee eld. Mick was surprised to see on war film later the 
Russians, i treat from Brest- Litovsk in June 1941, using the same weapons 
Judging by what was to happen their factories must have started producing 
Kalasnikovs soon after, he says 

Food was always scarce, and then only the roughest bread and meatless soup 
was available. To make a worthy occasion of Wolfe Tone's Day in June in 1938, a lull 
having returned to the front, they abstained from eating for two days 

Then Liam McGregor, Alec Digges, Tom O'Brien and Eugene Dowling from 
Dublin; Jimmy Straney and Hugh Hunter from Belfast; Mick Lehane from Kerrv, the 


\ 


two O'Regans and Mick himself from Cork, and Jack Nalty and Paddy Duff from 
Dublin, made a banquet of black rice bread and mule meat washed down with vino 
rojo brought to them in a well scrubbed ash bin. Under its influence all anxieties 
about home and thoughts of Ireland faded away 

INTERNED IN IRELAND: 

With shrapnel in his shoulder from the battle of the Ebro, Mick, on his return, 
had to take things easy for a while. He had a lot of friends to look up around Cork; 
a lot of people were shaking his hand who had feared never to see him safely return 
But two weeks afte: hanging on February 7, of Barnes and McCormack at 
Winson Green Jail, Birmingham, Mick was arrested with Mick Dowling and Tadhg 
O'Connell, with whose birth certificate he had enlisted in the Brigade, and interned 
under De Valer: vended Offences Act on the ground floor of the Curragh 


Glasshouse. There were Free State privates imprisoned upstairs, who, he says, were 


having a worse time. Imprisoned with him were Bertie McCormack (17) and Billy 
5 | 


Mulligan, the latter, he said, sporting riding breeches, clearly marking him as cut out 
to be an officer, Mick smiles. In May with the European war hotting u 
transferred down to a newly built camp on the Brownstown side. It 
seven huts capabli holding sixty men each, with ancillary wash house and sani 


tary accommodation. An even larger camp was already being constructed west of it 


t was evident that, with the Germans rolling towards the Channel, De Valera con 
emplated the mass internment of Republicans 

Of the principal people in the Camp that he recalls, he places first and foremost 
iarmuid MacGiolla Phádraig, who, although on religion holding a stern view, he 
remembers as a friend to the left. Diarmuid had for many years a bo ›к5һор in 


Cathedral Street, off O'Connell Street, Dublin.(18) In the early thirties he produced 


'oems and writings under the pen name of Somhairle MacAlister, contributing also 
to An Phoblacht. His last request was that Michael should give the oration over his 
grave when he died at tl p 74 in 1981, but Mick was then in hospital in 
Moscow 

Joe O'Connor, frequently mentioned in this work, accused with Georg: 
recalls as a reserved man who, on being returned discharged after the murder trial 


into the Camp, responded to the cheers of welcome by giving a fascis 
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of course 1 direct opposite of ! a lings. Before leaving the Curragh he 
had joined the Communist Party, later going to 1 on and working on the railway 
Always a Republic in, he died i 80, and is buried in Newcastle West 

Máirtín O Cadhain, ! f cent but his philosophy w based on the Irish 
motivation of self-relia nd rural co-operation. Himself and O Mongáin in that 
respect were much inf iced by each other. In a piece Mick w Feasta, Deire 
Fomhair 1990, he had this sav of Máirtín; an intellectual man; odd in some ways; 
| greedy reader, sometin juiet and s 's talkative; he was anything but à 
soldier. Máirtín stox part from those few fervent people who hoped the Nazis 
might win, and thos ch Michael, who were opposed to fascism. О ( adhain 
translated 6 iter ionale (which until 1940 was the national anthem of the 


U.S.S.R iw \ was enthusiastically sung in the Camp in both versions 


De sheanré па пех 
Ar па laincise, mus 
Sinné nach faic m 
An seanrt 

Is i an тоа scoir 
Eirimis chur 

An tInternationale 
Snaidhm c 

[s i an troid 
Eirímis cl 

Am tinter 


^ bhéas 


Gearóid ÓMaolmhi 1, short full faced and from Co. Galway, had all the 
appearance and a ibutes tl ra onal Irish schoolmaster, which is what he 
was (near Mullingar). With his tweedy homespun approach, he played a great part 


in teaching Irish t 


[ое Deighan from Armagh and Liverpool; | found him a diffident person. His 
reserve would prevent vot om ly getting to know him 

in McCool А mhail лаа been a guest of the Soviet Union in 1929 

ind 1930 when he suffered from T.B. TI Nazi invasion however confronted him 

with a dilemma which he sought to solve by saying; I do not want them to win but 1 


pe Eneland е. That wa iew that prevailed widely in the Curragh 


Michael other clo 1550с1а were Johnny Power of Waterford, the boyish 


looking Paddy Smit! Dublin; both of whom had been in Spain; Jim Kerr, Liam 
аг of Di M е] A. Kelly of Roscommon, an intellectual, who with 
McCool had just completed бх irs in Crumlin Road following the Crown Entry 
courtmartial rai: гї] 25, 193 | nd Neil Goold 
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Of the Fire of ( ber 14, 194! joes not remember much that would be 
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them to be 115‹ 
On World War 2 itself, Michael spoke fervently in condemnation of any геіапс 


by the LR.A on the Nazi knew that many hoped Germany 


England, believing in the old premise that England's diffi 
opinion was tl he regime mu 
hat Roger Casement had (although h 
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is from Clonakilty, in West 

Cork, close the birthplace of Diarmuid O'Donovan Rossa, while the town itself 

was the only part o ster, that, under the leaders of Tadhg an Asna, joined 

Antrim, Down, Wexford cklow and Mayo in tl 98 rebellion. They were to 

have three children, Mary and Brenda, and numbers, eventually, of grand 

1 work as a conductor on an assortment of 

buses, principally, in later years, No from Donnybrook to Phoenix Park. Can you 

confirm now for a laugh, that there was a particular old lady whom, when you 
would approach her for a fare, would solemnly bless herself? 


answered smiling 
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continue to 
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CHRISTY 
QUEARNEY 


of DUBLIN: 


[ was born in Dublin in a tenement house in Wellington Street, off Upper Dorset 
Street, north Dublin on October 11, 1918. It was a dirty wet Sunday night, I am told 
not that that matters. We had two rooms, sha 1 lavatory downstairs; while over 
us was an old lady known as Nanna ранах а апа her husband, a printer. Over that 
again lived a mother and daughter, while on the ground floor there was a huckster 
shop. It was as you can see a close and friendly arrangement Half of Dublin lived 
in tenements at that time and ours was not the worst of them; living like that we 
were all very supportive of each other. My mother's parents came from Clahamon 
in Со, Wexford and my father's parents from Ballyfin in Co. Laois. My father's fore- 
bearer may have been Huguenot. My mother's parents of course were entirely Irish 
stock; Whelans and yyles going away back. My mother's maiden name was 
Catherine Byrne and her mother's maiden name was Whelan. My father's mothers 
name was Glennon from Collinstown, Co. Westmeath, so we had a good spread 
over the province of Leinster 

Му father worked in the Mountjoy Brewery close to Croke Park, starting initial- 
ly as a labourer and then eventually becoming a works foreman. We were reared 
however on labourer's wages and things were rough which explains why he was a 
founder member of the Workers’ Union of Ireland. He would always vote Labour 
and for Jim Larkin, senior, whom he admired, if he was in the constituency. My 


mother was a Republican through and through, although I imagine she would have 
voted for Fianna Fáil up until 1933. My father's first name was Patrick, and while he 
had great socialist ideas, he was also a devout Catholic.They could see the wrongs 
about them but the indoctrination of the Church would not let them see why things 
were wrong m: m other s background, being from Wexford, with its history of 1798 


and all that, developed her Republican tr: dition, straddling the Fenian times to the 


present 

My father worked in the brewery from 1911 until its ‹ losure in 1956. That meant 
one more inner city industry gone. We left Wellington Street in 1928 for Joyce Road 
in Drumcondra, a couple of doors from where Dr. John Оч onnell was born. You 
could say we were bettering ourselves, and so we were, but with a family now 
approaching 13 - « ight boys and five girls - space had become a problem. In Joyce 


Road we had a two bedroom house, living room, bathroom cum kitchen or scullery 
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The house was back to front. All of the houses on one side of the road were built that 
way so that the living area would face the sun. We stayed in Joyce Road for two 
years, and then we transferred to Cabra; to a three bedroom house. It was a 
Corporation purchase house; as a result of which we had to pay an extra £5 deposit; 
not easy to find at that time as it represented almost two weeks wages 

My elder brother however had commenced serving his time as a carpenter and 
was at the improver stage; while the second eldest was an apprentice: he was about 
16. I started school in St. Peter's, Phibsboro; leaving it then, to go to a model mixed 
school in Glasnevin for boys and girls, opposite the Dominican Convent. My moth 
er however considered that you could not educate boys and girls successfully 
together, so I was sent back to St. Peter's. I was about 12 when we first went to live 
in Cabra, and I remained there - except for my years of imprisonment - until I left to 
be married 

I joined Fianna about 1931 in the Hardwicke Hall, for a long time the traditional 
north side centre of the Movement. I was drawn into Fianna from reading history 
and the rebel influence of my mother and my mother's Aunt Mary whose husband 
and sons had been interned during the Tan and Civil Wars. There was a Rory 
Furlong, a step brother of Brendan Behan, in my class; we talked together about it, 
and ended up joining Fianna. Rory lived in Russell Street at the time, but when my 
mother found out I was in Fianna she nearly had a fit. I was whipped out immedi 
ately; but determined as I was a to stay in, I called surreptitiously to let Cathleen 
Merrigan, married to Tom Merrigan, know that I had joined Fianna, and would my 
uniform be alright if it remained in their house. Tom Merrigan was a member of the 
Ist. Battalion and then, later, a member of Dublin Brigade staff. He was married to 
my cousin Catherine Kavanagh. He was arrested after the shooting of Kevin 
O'Higgins, and he was actually charged with the assassination but found not guilty 
[he priests in Church Street, the ( apuchins, remembered speaking to Tom at the 
very time that Kevin O'Higgins was shot, so Tom was released.(1) 

[he Hardwicke Hall was a most unusual building, surrounded by tenements in 
Hardwicke Street. It was a long structure, and when you entered it, the main hall 
was immediately to your right. Owned since prior to 1914 by Countess Plunkett, it 
had been used as a theatre and continued occasionally so into the thirties. Upstairs 
there was the supper room; a long room in which I.R.A parades were held. Seldom 
however were I.R.A and Fianna parades on at the same time; the Fianna being con- 
fined down stairs. Cumann na mBan were not in the hall at all in the thirties; nor 
was the child group known as Clann na Gael. The Diin Emer Guild were at the back 
of the hall in a separate building.(2)Hundreds of young LR.A and quite a lot of 


Fianna boys passed through the Hardwicke Hall, where there was a back exit lead 


ing into Dtin Emer. Not once did anybody go out or try to enter it even out of idle 
curiosity. I never met Evelyn Gleeson who ran Diin Emer; we would be there only 
after working hours when the Guild was not operating 

FRIENDSHIP WITH FRANK RYAN: 

After De Valera came to power and we were enjoying our Republican honey- 
moon, I rejoined Fianna, and stayed with them until 1934 when I was 16 and could 
graduate into the L.R.A. Peadar McAndrew of the recruits company was О.С at the 
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hop and delivering bread, also taught Irish to 
lid my 1 ; probationary training 
e of the 
We were a com 
pany of the Second Battal ill my cou had been in the First Battalion; and Tom 
Merrigan was not pleased al my joining Secon laude O'Loughlin was O.C 
then and Willie McGuinness w the ! staff. Claude was a printer who 
had been through the Tan War and Civil War; when he came out he started a busi 
ness with two others who had | n the ( Loughlin, Murphy & Boland in 
Dorset 5treet I bacl M se premises was neal to Wellington 5treet Jack 
Thompson was our t ing officer; a very tall thin man and an accountant by pro- 
fession. Willie ? иі 55 ууа | printer or compositor; while a man we referred to 
as O B, O'Brien, was also in the printing business 
| was still a member of Fianna when the С gress split came Frank Ryan wa 
training officer « ianna he tim well as being on the H.Q staff of the Army. We 
all loved Frank Ryan; everybody di vself and Arthur O'Leary were in O'Connell 
Street shortly afte | Frank was passi n an open touring he stopped instant 
ly and we were talking to him inquired if we were still in Fianna; we said we were 
thinking of going the Armv uld you not join Congr he asked 
We had to sav, no; that Congress was no longer giving allegiance to the Republic 
and we could t give allegiance to an organisation that would not recognise the 
Republic. It i tly a matter of convenience, Frank laughed, but I could see he was dis- 
appointed. He was a bit deaf at the time but nothing like he turned out to be. Later 
on, I met him in 1937, for a May 14, anti-coronation protest; he was home on leave 
after being wounded in Spain, and he was on the same platform with Tom Barry in 
Cathal Brugha Street t had followed a bloodied encounter the previous night 
featuring Tadhg Lynch in a running battle from Beresford Place to the Smith O'Brien 
monument.(3) On the following night, when we met him in Cathal Brugha Street, all 
was peaceful; wi Donal O'Donoghue, Gerald O'Reilly, Tom Barry, Tadhg Lynch, 
Paddy Rigney and Frank himself on the platform. It was a demonstration against 
King George VI, who h succeeded Edward V111, who in turn had abdicated fol 


lowing the Mrs. Simpson аТап Ihe Dublin Brigade was out in strength, and it is 


only right to say now that Frank Kyan got the loudest cheer from the people; a lot 


more than Tom Barry who was Chief of Staff.I made a point of meeting Frank Ryan 


later on his own. I said, look Frank, what about organising some of us to "0 back with you 


there were at least four of our company already serving there. Tommy Woods, Leo 


Green, Paddv Smith who was wounded and was in the Curragh after, and John 


Gough who was killed. Three ot them were killed and one wounded; a high mor 


talitv score. We knew that Spain was no picnic Anvhow, Frank said no; the Army ts 


in a bad inning in Spain. Stay behind and reorganise the Army, We 
may need 1 


that experience « ould be gained in Spain, but h« 


said; we have enoug men in Spain, and they will gain experience and train 


you when they come When Paddy Smith came home he was wounded and 


incapable of doing m but we kept things going until 1938 when Russell took 


over was at home Frank had been put forward as an election candidate in 
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July 1937, and was getting a very rough time from the Church elements. We were 
having a meeting in O'Connell Street when Frank arrived on the back of a lorry sav- 
ing, lads we are having trouble in Christchurch Place 


Anyone then who could not jump on the lorry with Frank, ran all the way to 
Christchurch and we broke up what was left of the hecklers; Christian Front ty pes 
Frank was asked then to stay behind and reorganise the Republican Movement 
because, not only was the LR.A in disarray, but so was the whole Movement. Frank 
pleaded however that even if he wanted to he could not stay behind as he ‹ ould not 
abandon the lads he had brought out to Spain. Apart from any social principle, 1 
must declare that і not been in jail I would have been in Spain with Franl 
Ryan 

lhe first operation in which I was engaged was the smashing of the screen of the 
2avoy cinema in 1934 as a protest against showing the wedding of the Duke of Kent 
such loyalist news reel demonstrations being anathema to the ILR.A. Shortly after 
that there was a strike in Bacon Shops, and Mick I itzpatrick, being General Secretary 
of the Grocers' Union and on the Dublin Brigade staff, directed that support action 
be taken. Each battalion had a branch of Bacon Shops on its territory, and four out 
of six were invaded and smashed in the period of the strike. The shops were owned 
by the O'Maras (4) who had been good re publicans at one time, but who, in this peri- 
od, like most other business people, would have been supporting Fianna Fáil. So far 
as the public were concerned it was very clearly the LR.A who had carried out the 
actions, but there must have been divided councils at the top, as they refused to 
claim responsibility 

Mick Fitzpatrick was a very affable fellow and a typical Dubliner, and a member 
of the L.R.A until 1938 when as C.S he was forced to step down for Russell.(5) Our 
battalion was still in a sound condition in 1935 although we lost a few men through 
raids. We did not possess a hall for training as such. The Hardwicke Hall belonged 
to the Third Battalion being in the gift of Countess Plunkett. They, being south sid« 
rarely used it, so we were allowed to have it. The outdoor spots we did use for 
drilling and manoeuvres were in Cabra or Benevin and have long since been built 
over 

At this point I must touch upon a proposed action that has never been recorded 
Our prisoners were suffering draconian conditions in Arbour Hill, and it was pro- 
posed to break in and rescue them. So, upon St. Patrick's Day 1936, a group of us - I 
being 17 at the time - reported to Terry Flanagan's (6) house at Portland Row where 
instructions would be given and the necessary arms made available for breaking in 
However, when we were all within the house, Claude ОЛ oughlin, our O.C, arrived, 
and announced that, sadly, the action was off and we could disperse.Within a few 
months when I found myself inside Arbour Hill and talking over this with Tom 
Grogan, then O.C, he referred to it as a story best not told; when 1 pressed him on 
this he said that there are too many personalities involved 

We failed to grasp however that the lamp down was coming. Then in May 1936, 
on a fine Sunday morning, as we attended an outdoor company parade of the 
Second Battalion in Benevin, we found ourselves surrounded by Broy Harriers with 


l'hompson guns who rounded us up and pushed us into a police wagon, like an 
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changing 


which we 


ing nowhere 


ference in trade disputes was the last straw. In a сгасі wn follow » ti Michael 
^. Kellv, Tom Barrv m | I Tom n, Donal O'Donoghue, Peada: 
O'Donnell, ‹ le O'Loughlin and many more ws pulled in. While some were 
released, those named above received six months except Con Lehane, who was sen 
tenced to eighteen months, while O'D« ll and jughlin were released 

In th Dublin | gad he leaders wer leav g wa al because of the 
ittempted T ticisatio f Army. Aft 1 inn Poblachta na h- Eireann had 
been abandons 
Claude O'Loughlin and Kevin Lawless, І у say it was disillusionment. They 
had been a long ea 15 years. How long can ‹ giv 1 revolutionary 
movement? If after v« f ity, he still cherishes the idea fresh in his heart, isn't 


it enough 

DRACONIAN CONDITIONS IN ARBOUR HILL: 

While we w waiting trial in Mountjoy word came in on the grapevine about 
this major s it the Dublin Brigade was decimated. Liam O'Connor, who was 
O.C prisoners, ar wh he meantime had to deal with another batch in for ilk 
gal drilling, told us about 1 1 was up to ourselves if we wanted to go 
ahead with ош ) sis it. If we had signed the form we would have been 
instantly released. | am very pleased to say that, to a man, everyone stayed put; no 


one signed out. We were sentenced at the Military Tribunal to twelve months fo: 


membership of an illegal organisation to six months for unlawful assembly, and six 


months for illegal drilling; all to run con urrently 
We had no foretaste of what conditions would be like in the military prison of 


ГОТ 
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Arbour Hill. When we got th ve found the conditions were the most draconian 
that could be imagine Ve were offered exercise for two hours per day provided 
we walked three paces apart and had absolutely no communication with each other 


[hese were criminal litions of the most demeaning sort. We refused of course, 


ind the Governor Arbour Hill, an ex-Second Battalion man from 1922 


from Seville Place in north side Dublin, Commdt. Duffy, proved 1 
ble of enforcing his criminalisation mandate.He was not satisfied with u 
solitary confinement 24 hours a day, but he also arranged an empty cell between 
each prisoner. That eliminated even a tapping upon the wall as a communication 
Perhaps I should not blame Duffy; perhaps I should attach the blame where it 
belongs; to the Dept. of Justice; then as now heaviest spending and the most 
obscurantist ill department he М ter at that time had been Mayo born Р] 
Ruttledge, b id bei cceed c , Who one must assume, was 
prepared to carry ou se measures 

Prior to ou rival in Arbour Hill there were quite a few in from Cork; Tom 
Kelleher, the hero of Crossbarn 1 the withdrawal from Upton in 1921, was there 
with Kit Ahearn and qi f nore. A man called Hogan, lat: prisone! 
and Jerry McCarthy o ibbereen, who first introduced me to the writings of Belloc 


and Che OI Май idhain introduced him to Brendan Behan 


editor of the London Times 

Arbour Hill in 1936 after e a few arrests in Cork, following the assassination in 
March in Castletownsend of Vice-Admiral Henry Boyle Somerville. Whether this 
was the cause of the draconian conditions I do not know, but thinking about it in 
later years, I reca there was in Dublin an accidental shooting of one « 
fellows in the leg; an is still limping; Tom Mangan. They may have 
was a punishment shooting, and this also may have prompted it, although I do not 
believe it could have. The Staters would not have known he was a member of our 
company anyway. Suddenly after September 13, conditions changed in Arbour Hill 
We were all released into the yard this fine sunny day; a situation that was unprece 
dented. After months of semi darkness the light from the sky was causing us to 
blink. Walking around with Paddy Lawless, he told me; have you not heard: Sean 
Glynn from Limerick wa nd hanging in his cell yesterday. At that time prison suicides 
were extremely rare; a the authorities felt guilty over this one because they knew 
that the conditions imposed by them had caused it 

I was stunned; I could not understand it at all. Phil Christie, who was one of our 
unit from Finglas, was in the next cell but one to Sean Glynn; he did not know that 
he had died until he was summoned to the inquest. After I came out I read the report 
on the inquest 

Moss Twomey, it said, was called to give evidence, and describing the condi 
tions, he said he considered himself a tough man but the conditions under which 
they were serving their time were worse than he had ever experienced. Apart form 
total cell segregation the arrangements were that no two prisoners ever sat together 
in church; a P.A sat between on each side of you. Moss Twomey was ke pt to one side 
of the church, and those of us receiving communion were in the body of the church 


while those not receiving were in the gallery. There were skirmishes in the gallery in 


ment о! 
bombing 
although 
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I did no 
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October 1938 pri 
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Battalion Training ( 


ind it was then nothir 


Glencullen for Mass 


pennies. We used 


ie appoint 


uon through a 

lered about it fo 
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sequently we saw the 
had such little 
government 


‹ paign was a mistake.(7 


G RANGE: FINDING DUMPS FOR THE FORT RAID: 


vhich was the launch d for 


were then 
now it was 
my own house 
O'Hanlon 


of his expertis s the рахо king. I 


› 
ngineering company under Pearse 


ing up of the George 2nd 

a dry run for the campaign in England; he 

ouvenirs. He left for England in 

ymmmencing vited me to ac company him, 

vas refused as ad taken over his position as 

1 in the mountains in Glendoo around 1934/35; 

е two hundred men marching, from Glendoo to 

Sunday. The poor priest was delighted to see all those extra 


er the mountain, up-on to the side of Glendoo and 
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was getting a bit 
Kilbride where th 
part of 


more than 


iting with LR.A me 
ubvert republica 
arriers. The 1916 
‚апа who w« 
icient to buy 


thought control, through 


roclamation stuck 
on January 12 39. We у out at four anc ve in the morning 
Hardwicke Hall. ¢ 
tion. Re ing | n v intens l start of the Campaign 
ame very good о сет 
\оцећһћ I am sorry t 
were then drawn into the Fre 
rain. Things went well in Ens 
а effort it was not on. Our lad 
' they could not hold down iol 
onstantly on the move 
» Dublin, so I was in Dublin until | 
he group of about 70 in Arbour Hill 
per cent were active membe vhile t rest were there because they 
police list which w ot update These arrests did not make а gre 
the Army because we had d mated someone to take over in the ever 
| was taken from work where I had been employed as a coffin make: 
Circular Road; immediately І was pulled in there was a replacement or 
there was for all of the staff of the Dublin Battalion. The О.С at that tim« 
O Cadhain and the Adjutant was Myles Heffernan: Jim Coulton was Quart 
while I was Training Officer 
[he habeus corpu ne through as a result of the action by Seamus Burke of 


Ballinrobe, an і оп December 2. І came home for the weekend, but 


went down to Celbridge on the Monday to do a weeks training with Tom Keely 


jean Ashe and Jack Guiney. I stayed with the Guineys at their mansion at 


Osbertstown, the Brot of St. John of God have it now. It was quite an exte 


McNeela and M 


place; Paddy ее1а 


Mick O'Leary came down one morning, and Paddy told 
me to organise dumps for a big load of stuff, and to organise a lorry to collect it. | 


left it to the local unit to ‹ 1is; assumed they had the knowledge. I did not inspect 


the dump: 


to the Нага 


| was saying т 
this, said he 

time telling n 
in Dublin on 


upstairs together. I found I was tl one, apart f Mick O'Leary, who wa: 
on the attacking party. | re was to be a raid at th ime ti on | landbridg« 
Barracks, but that was aborted as they failed a |; ) ! secure entry. А: 
far as | know we were { rifles and р ides from there, wit! e .303 ammuni 
tion coming from the Magazine. We w \ he inion that this was a prelude 
raid put paid to that 
home, during the winter of 1940; mean- 
Dublin Brigade. We were discouraged by the t that 


nd | ) V s much in Kildare as 
thev recovert de WI \ d d 1( Е! 101 \ wha avi stor the only re deem 


ing feature was t лапу Ww iwling all over Europe, and we had the hope 


that they would 

At the commencement 1940 Ir ‹ Dublin Brigade, but the 
man I had по! ted t ver fron геѕірт is training officer; I took over 
again. Meanwhile Mixie Conway asked for me on the training staff at H.Q, but Mick 
O'Learv, who was divisiona C, said no. He wanted me remain in Dublin 
although I knew that, if I wa staff, I would be assured of three meals a day 
and a bed. Being on the run in Dublin meant that I was going from pillar to post and 
back to the sam is all t! ind they had little enough for themselves. I can 
remember envying the fellows who had been picked up already because they had a 
bed, and at least they would be warm. From April 1940 I was based in 29 
Lansdowne Park; Mixie sent е there as he had somebody recommended by 
Mick O'Leary but who had to be allowed back to his unit 

Mixie was quite a martinet; the first lecture I gave on the Lewis gun, he told me 
he was not imi | replied it I was not impressed either as it was the first 
time I had given a le to an audience of one. There is something missing, he said; 
yes, I replied 

One man from Kerry who was O.C prisoners in the 1939 period was Johnny 
Connor, 'Machin« n' John e could use a Lewis gun from the shoulder, and did 
зо in Kerry in )2 when the Staters were coming into Tralee. The Lewis gun fired 
303 ammunition, rapid fire, and in my opinion would be no good for urban gueril- 


la warfare. We had then a very good lad; I һауе по! seen him since we were picked 
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up in 1940, Pierce or Jim McGuinness who had been in the I.R.A in Britain and had 
been picked uj with Pea McLaughlin and Jack Daly in London in February 1939 
McGuinness and Jack D were released while McLoughlin was sentenced to ten 
vears. Pierce, so my recollection goes, later joined the R.A.F, but they, for whatever 
reason, pronounced him persona-non-grata He then returned to Ireland. I appreciat- 


{ 


ed his knowledge of map reading and indeed his patience with me as [ felt I should 
query him on every aspect as | would myself be giving a lecture in a few 
was also good on the Lewis; a born lecturer, I would say 

At this point I would like to hop back to Bodenstown 1939 when George 
"lunkett was to be chief marshal. Elaborate plans had been prepared for i! ind he 


NA 
1 


had me in Kildare from May, on and off, most weekends. I would take a trip down 
there and test the ground for communications and things like that. I was to install a 
communications tent there, and I would have telephone communication trom this 
tent to the cemetery in Bodenstown and to Sallins. George had such great plans for 
it that it reminded me in a way of how, his brother, Joseph Plunkett, prepared for th 
Post Office in 1916 

Meanwhile I had them persecuted to supply me with cable, although, off my 
own bat, I had already made plans to raid an electrical supplier and to obtain all the 
cable I required. I went to Count Plunkett's house in Elgin Road with Mairtin O 
Cadhain and Myles Heffernan. It appeared that things were not going well regard- 
ing Bodenstown and that all his grandiose plans were up in the air. He dragged out 
this old sack of wire; it was not properly coiled and was ravelled. In ti ime of God 
[ said, that will not do. Jack Plunkett was present and he just shook his head. Jack was 
of course, a skilled technician. I took the sack anyway, intending to dump it 

On the way up we had to stop at a house in Cabra; Joe Brady's house. When we 
were leaving, Joe's sister came out and said, Bodenstown has been banned. | could only 
sav, thanks be to God. I told Máirtín and Myles; well, they agreed, that solves a lot 


to 


of problems. It would be held in О“ onnell Street instead. Máirtín asked me 
parade the recruits who had never seen a revolver, but to arm them and bring them 
into O'Connell Street in case of a disturbance. We assembled in the Boiler Makers 
Hall in Lower Gardiner Street, picking up the guns from May Murray and Katie 
O'Connor who were in Cumann na mBan. They had been given the stuff by the Q.M, 
Jim Coulton, to bring down to me 

[ then armed the lads, which was a risky thing to do, knowing that they had no 


experience, and that | still had to lecture them on the operation of revolvers and all 


that. Máirtín did not want any known volunteers to be involved with guns. If there 
were to be arrests we were to shoot at the wheels or at the tanks of the Broy Harrier's 
cars, which of course would compound the risk as they were likely then to shoot 
back. It is just as well nothing like that happened and that the real fighting took 
place at Amiens Street Station when the Belfast Battalion arrived, and that it was 
with fists and not with guns. They then fought their way through with their big blue 
flag to the G.P.O 

RAIDS AND MORE RAIDS: 

Paddy McGrath, while awaiting trial in Mountjoy, went on hunger strike on 


October 23, 193 ter 23 davs he was released. Following this it was contemplated 
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Myles Heffernan 
wranged for him to be taken out of the hospital and brought to a safe house. Paddy 
McGrath was on training staff and when I arrived to join it, I found also Tom 
Harte and Tommy Hu Iommy Hunt knew nothing at all about training; he had 
been on the Publicity Bureat uy vas a case of sending him somewhere 
Molly Stapleton was also there in 98a Rathgar Road with Eileen O'Kelly. (A fateful 


house really; four men w 1 ver it). There was at this stage a large bunker 


being constructed under the floor by Liam Brady's father; it was almost finished at 


the time they were captured. I did not work on it because we were out all the tim« 
and Paddy having said that we c iot be going around like working men; that 
we must be dresse 

Eileen O'Kelly wa i Xf Phil O'Kelly; she was a dark, very attractive looking 
girl, who later married y Cleary from Wexford who had done 10 years in England 
Eileen did whatew yping was required. When Mixie Conway was arrested near 
Harold's Cross Bridge, early on the morning of July 12, he was on his bike when he was 
shot in the leg; and at that time there was a price on our heads for the Broy Harriers 
who would bring us in. Mixie was unarmed and he was shot by this laddie for the few 


pounds that would be on his head. I went into my call office the following day, and 


finding a note, the envelope of which was addressed to me, I was amazed to see that it 
contained instructions to repla ixie, but the note inside was addressed to Paddy. 1 


reached Paddy, giving him the letter, and the ten pound note that was enclosed with it 


Appointed the new Director of Training I went talking to Paddy that day and I have 


to say that he did not appear unpleased that Mixie had been shot. They have the gloves 


off now, he declared no mercy from me. I must say I respected Paddy 
McGrath as a 1916 to 1923 warrior, who had been out in Easter Week, and as a result 
had the use only of one hand. But I could see no sense in open warfare against the Free 
State Army or the Free State police; it would get us nowhere. We were unable to carry 
on the fight on one front, let ne . That had been my point all the time that it just 
was not on. I had quite an arg with Paddy on that. Paddy McNeela had already 
been shot in Tibradden by Brien, but I got the impression telling it to Paddy that 
night, that this was a continuation of the Civil War, and that Paddy was still fighting 
that war. Some time after that, a few weeks later, I was again at the shop in Rathgar and 
| noticed a Broy Harrier across the road sheltering in a doorway. On entering, 1 
informed Joe Atkinson of Belfast, otherwise known as Joe Dougherty. How come, I said, 
that this place is under шап but Joe denied all knowledge of it, and there for the 


moment it rested 


As we were all known as active L.R.A members cycling freely around Dublin, we 
could have been picked up, or tailed to Rathgar Road 
A few davs later, receiving a communication from Paddy McGrath, I travelled to 


Rathgar Road on my bike; and there was a crowd around 98a. I stood on the edge, and 


seeing that someor аа been shot, I inquired; German spies, said the man. After 


Stephen Held in May and reported parachute landings here there and everywhere, 


there was a phobia 
getting back unnoticed into town; I immediately got in 


I edged my bicy 


touch with the A. G is Tom Doyle; with his courier rather, and told her what 


Christy Quearney 


had happened. She did not have a phone link to Гот Doyle because he was in the 


> 


Department of Defence at the time. I went back to my digs at 29 Lansdowne Park, 


thinking, what is going happen now. Prior to this, Paddy McGrath, when he 


irrived at our two houses, had made notes of the addresses. When I saw this, I said, 


surely you are not writing that down, but he smiled; oh it will never be 
naive at that time that I believed him 

I thought later; there is always a possibility and unfortunately there was. One ol 
the houses we had was 29 Lansdowne Park, where I resided, and the other was 3 
Prince of Wales Terrace, Sandymount. The house next door to that one belonged to 
Norbert, brother of Rory O'Connor who was executed in Mountjoy on December 8, 


1922 


nnor, brother 


© Connor wa 


After the raid on Rathgar I went down to another house at 43 Gloucester Place, 
in the north inner city, finding Tommy Hunt sheltering there. Tommy may have 
been my age, which was 21, but he appeared to me to be a boy. I found him there 
ind told him, to lie low. He had taken no part in the gun fight and had escaped in 
the confusion, but apparently the address was found on Paddy McGrath, or it was 
possible that he had been followed for Tommy Hunt was picked up later. 29 
Lansdowne Park was raided on August 22, just six days after Rathgar. It was a rent 
ed house, and I had no idea who the owner was. I was staying at 3 Prince of Wales 
Terrace most of the time. We had a lot of people there. One man who came there fre 
quently was Tim ОТ riscoll, ex R. A.F. He was the one who was receiving messages 
and also transmitting from O'Donovan's house in Shankill in 1940. We had also Sean 
Harrington, Andy Skelton and Mixie Conway, Jim McGuinness and others were 
there from time to time, and we had an escape route organised from No. 3 to No. 4 
here was however a shortage of beds, so some were sleeping on the floor upon the 
bare boards 

There was little money coming in; we were really strapped for cash at this stage 
[ got on to Lansdowne Park where Mrs. Ellen Keane was having a tough time. I 


vere then 
cement tor 
both of us of 
TEN YEARS: 
When v 
ers, | wa 
1 


replied 


Shortly after we wer mand wever, th va ler made by th: 


Ministe 
for Justice, that any na with arm if certal da would be liable to be 
sentenced te 
І had a visit б 
Keep pravi а, what is this all \ outside was 
was on line for executiotr uri he ne we were awaiting trial, Tom Cullimore 


and a couple of Wexford lads v he they came up to me and said, you don't 


know Tom Cullimore: we м troduce him to you Гот had been picked up and 


now he wa remal He said I Dougherty (Atkinson) should have told you 


YOU were 


[ое had been in Lansd the night before looking for 
ar battery here, I said, giving it to him; he just drove off. Devereux m Cullimore 
and some others of the Wexford lads, were occasionally in La owne Park, and 


Devereux was tl f other occasions. He wa wavs on to me about 


ent for ammunition for Thompson 
:d Paddy Mc 


1 certain sum of т 


isked Mixie before 


recollection of it iad the impression that Devereux was ‹ 
was not in à a member of the LR 

pline he should not have been a king questions; he should 
normal channels. He reckoned however that it had been p: 
Battalion to the for Thompson ammunition 


issued or was п‹ was seeking recompense for the 
| 


did not have 

Candi his story Id have been correct and, if so, it throw 
upon what wa: 
eamus Murphy had no know 


situatior 


irms and I therefore took responsibility, as I have said. We were asked qui 
we aske ally about their assertion that if I 1 


| would have would have used it. І ref 
isked questions about the possessior 
| 


there was no Lewis $ in the court and they had not found one 


tenced then, and I got 10 years penal servitude, with a further 


continued on 


months, to r1 


| was relieve ; in court said audibly, thant 


ot ten years, but I understood 


funny thing to say afte г son had р 
| уге that, on the lorry, Micky Gill 


— 
CHANCE 


said to me, you 
ke, lan 1 r what и said because there are a lot of u 


i 


you lil " 
been ¢ with the strain of being on the run, I h 
erratic therefore, almost relieved to be back in jail ag 

In B. Wing in Mountjoy, when we arrived there after being sentenced 
ified to see rh, the Governor, waiting for us. How did it 
said / got ten, and 5 T # seven. Thank God, you are very lucky, he evidently thought 
The following morning І announced my presence t 


se 
rse 


it could have beer 
fellow Republicans. Johnny Lyons inquired; are you all right Christy; what d 


Ten, but it could have be vorse. Cushy Ryan from Limerick called over; ha 


cigarettes, so I threw him a few 
The following morning we went out to the yard where Johnny Lyons introduced 


me to Denis Griffin who was O.C. For some reason or another there seemed to be an 


instant clash of personalities between Denis Griffin and I; he did not appear to lik 


me although I did not dislike him. The Council members were Denis Griffin O.( 


and the Adjutant was Frank Kerrigan, and the Q.M was Jimmy Hannigan, a broth 


er of Lanty: two Cork men and a Limerick city man. Tom Grogan was in hospital at 


the time, and he had advised Denis Griffin to put me on the Council with a view to 


putting me in charge eventually, but that did not happen because of this antipathy 
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ribed to me in 

but nonetheless a good 

going man. | 

than Tom. He was 

sentenced aft he Fire in the Curragh, with Sean roin and others. They were 

kept in D. Wing, sey te fr us, for two years. There w bout 40 of us in B 

Wing and nd 15 inI Ving yt having been in the irragh at the time, I sup 

matter of gaining sup cy there from wha 

Mountjoy t T kept away from us for th« 
chalk пре to the auth« 

riffin, was placid an y going and wen 

he said Denis Griffin largely agreed with. For 

oners, the so called pk who had been sentence: 

gh advised Denis 


о friendly, it could be tha 


therefore not to speak to 


haractet 
suggested lebate on whether l1 nd should have coloni І had been talking this 
fanciful idea over with one of t German prisoners who had been an officer 


the ( l'oland re ( [ itrages v \ I і 1 


remarked 


iat Hayes 


at and disillu 


which did not 

ibout th« 

уу things were сагт1е‹ ut I ) nsus of opin 

ion at the time was, wl lid y not shoot Hayes and be done with it; why did they 
hold him? That w t eneral opinion of Republicans all around. Some on the 
i ore ‘sinned agai ian sinning’. That was 


only on the periphery at the time. The gen 


people was, why didn't they shoot the bugger. Jim 


Crofton wa , і тот оіѕе to the Curragh shortly before his sentence was 
finished. I « eaking thi ears later to Jim Crofton in the Curragh but he still 
had faith in Ha ld say that Jim ж uni t was disillusioned and 
that say 

From what 1 I [TOI Peadar 0"! гор ind Willie 
McGuinn«i 


because they considered that things were going to rack and ruin in the Curragh, and 
that the prisoners were not getting a fair dea from the Staters; the butter ration w 
only the excuse for the u aval. Talking to O'Flaherty and Willie McGuinness and 
Larry Grogan on that issue they considered that the prisoners were not being treat 
ed as internees but onvicted prisoners. That was Peadar O'Flaherty's jus 

for the upheaval when I spoke to him in 1943; that was three years er the Fire 

it turned out it should never have happened. As a result of the clamp down by the 
Free State the prisoner back to square one; in fact the organisation lost out 


s 
considerably 


Mattie Tuite, Jack Lvons, Paddy Martin, Tony Geary, Tom Doyle, Joe Atkinson 
there may have been one or two others - were having German classes in a cell in 


Mountjoy. I was in on it as an extra, and I was to bring in Jack Lynch, Denis Griffin 


and Paddy McGlynn ill intent and purpose they were studying German in th« 


cell, but at the same time they sawed through the bars. Someone talked; it may have 
rightly but on the night before the planned escape 
on them anc d: 't was a night in early November 
original team and not one of them had any idea 
about organisation. Frank Kerrigan, Jim Smith, the two Luceys, Mick and Murt 
Peter Martin and Ja 
Early in 1943 we were all brought together into B. Wing where we could socialise 
and have occasional tea wether. Coming together was a boost to our morale; 
breathed new li to 1 Wh we came into the wing for some reason there was a 
lot of sawing going o ell bars were being sawn. The lads from D. Wing had been 
confined within th« idemned yard as we called it and that was depressing, for 
there were two wall ret over. That would make escape more difficu 
came over to us they had bet contacts and with saws coming in 
was engaged in sawii t quickly became obvious to the pri 
were not just 
ill shifted over to D. Wing 
15 which you woul ive to get over to get out, There were no 


es in B. Wing, ! occas ly you had a body search. We had the w 


in our cells and a lot of our own personal things upon them. In D. Wir 


same situation but we wet v there for a few weeks when we wert 
Arbour Hill in Jus roun ! of us. I was disappointed when myself 
isked if there were at 
were none left 
1942, Stephen Held (9) came ov 


re allowed socialise 


being a t t. Show t 1а1у around would have the 
would report it, and later, he was in fact consigned for six 
Portlaoise was then known. My opinion of Held was that h« 
not able t iis time. How he got involved I do not know 


icterless fellow with 1 ick Бопе 


HOME' TO THE HILI 


In A rb yur rill. 
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kept on with the leather work right to the end of my stay. I must have made hun 


dreds of handbags, wallets and belts 

In June 1944 the 50 prisoners remaining in Arbour Hill were transferred to join 
the diminishing numbers internees in the Curragh where, counting us, there was 
now around 200 left. I was « hted to meet old friends again, but amaze 
some young volunteers who would be termed harmless, still held four or five 
years. Young John McLaughlin from Howth, for instance, was a very young volun 
teer It puzzled me teria they had for releasing internees. There were still three 
iddy 


members of the Parnel d three members of the Kenna family, I had known I 
but I never knew 1 r any of the others. I was amazed at the apathy of the men 
in the Curragh in remember looking into their eyes and they were dead; ther 
was no life there; as if all hope had been ibandoned. When talking to them they 
would say, you ; ll right, vou know when you are getting out; though for me it 

still few years ahead; four years ahead. The war was tapering off and 
Germany was quite clearly defeated, yet I will never forget the bleakness of their 
eves 


Before I left for Arbour Hill in June 1943, Tom Doyle ex- Adjutant General L.R.A 
and ex-Department of Defence offic ial, had been O.C of Mountjoy prisoners, having 
succeeded the academic Seamus Murphy(11) who in turn came after Co v man 
Denis Griffin. Mountjoy, by 1943, ceased to be used for Republicans »wards of 60 
were transferre he Hill, including the fire bugs (our slang), while in the ( 
there were still in e f 500 internees. In Portlaoise were th« gotten men' 


MacCurtain, McCaughey, Crofton, Stewart, Murphy and some mort 
ANTICS IN ARBOUR HILL: 


In Arbour Hill I had long discussions with Peadar O'Flaherty of 
legal familv; Peadar was long associated with the Movement and very well read but 
а. He appeared at this time to have distanced himself from such stal 
warts as Larrv Grogan, Willie McGuinness, Seán O Broin, Paddy \ i, Micky 
Iraynor and Dom Adams. The point at issue might have been the future role of the 
Army; whether to follow a course of constitutional politics or not, I was not lear 
In my discussions with him I found him very right wing and I pointed out to him 


that the Governmental Programme of Oglaigh na h-Eireann of 1934 (circulated еа: 


) 


lier as the Manus Rourke document) was well to the left of his views. Peadar had 
secured support from Jack Lynch and Denis Griffin, former adherents of Tom Barry 
and now, see 21у, glad t › up against the Russell faction. A time I had a 


visit from my br Martin w was able to tell me that there had л further 


split in the Ситта; Peadar being told this by me he responded that he had 

expected sucl happening, from which I deduced that he and Mairtin O Cadhain 
ins of communication (12) 
split which now resulted in Ат t around 30 
rty and 20 with Larry Grogan. Larry had not set him 

were leaderless and unrepresent which 
caused I ( 
was with the Larry Grogan section and our view was 


by the O'Flaherty 
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Rose O'Brien, daughter of an ex-Britisl 
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When I found myself imprisoned in the Curragh 
my fellow prisoners who still believed in him 
ublic was quite safe and that we would yet achieve it 
, Seamus joined Fianna Eireann, then a very strong 
go on route marches through the streets, 30 or 40 
ilways ending up at MacCurtain Hall. It is upset- 
wn any longer as Mac Curtain Hall and that we have 


for years, carried on upon the still very alive memo- 


he Civil War. But, from a cultural point of view, he 
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O'Flaherty. I did 
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show and to 

When it « 
fellows there v must hav nown a great deal, but 1 
such a course was followed after all the it into the 


network of tur half of the huts. It seemed such a wasted effort 


Although not working upon the tunnels myself, I knew about them [he operational 


headquarters appeared to be a hu iown as Hell's Kitchen. Mostly 


thev had a rough reputation which, I think, was put around purely 
| I I 


people entering 1 
NO P.R.O's IN THI 

these seven huts were burned, and the entire net rk exposed, | 
found it t The cut in the butter ration seemed 
such a silly excuse. Were they : id that they were already known 
from the spies that ат met ves thrown in among internees? It 15 

part, but did the authorities allow it proceed so that in 

night of the great break-out, they might shoot down a number of u iat is not so 
far fetched as you it imagine, in view of the shooting that bsequently 
occurred within the Camp, and which I came to believe resulted from a sense of 


anger and frustration among our guards at seeing so many huts incinerated. It 
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'ainst our own, I 

strange to be on 

ventually it petered out, 

innot say. We got no privileges from the 
opinion that most of our subsequent trou 
be known as the Leddy side (No.1 


roup), and later after my release, a third 


stemmed from that 
1941, and subsequently, were fed upon the fabl 


ictually) ‘over the blood of Barney Casey’. Some 


it we had actually trodden upon blood 


irther from the truth. I was in the hut when Barney 


Casey collapsed an ought the bullet had penetrated and struck him there, but 


with numbers of others while lined up in an 
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that he 
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he little 


5eamus Ronay 


recommenda 


Iadh; 
ted publication whi é New tution’ was being debated the country 
ummer time 
with Tadhg 
Barry vement's political pa 
had failed to dent I I eaving t xisting с‹ der something of a cloud. The 
General Army Conventi еа th nerit f ar elisl aign, propounded by 
cht na hEireann kind 
it Kilmichael and 
ind proposed in their plac 
in armed npaign in the nort] reland. His policy was adopted by t onvention and th« 
new Arm! 
Barrv v hock by the pt Kf hatred which ex | between various members of 
G.H.Q. Russel Juarterr ter Genera bx removed from his post and uspended 
bv the old control.It м |! courtmart nstiga by Barry and headed by Sean MacBride, and 


it may hav | in the hon KI Andy Coons As described to this writer by Dan 


Gleeson: 'I came to Dublin an et i ise Sean MacSv y and Charlie Dolan for th« 


ourtmartial of Russell. Tom Barry was in charge was a private house, and this was early in 


did not look good that night and he 


JIM SAVAGI 


OF CORK CIT) 


ееп 
Ou 


foun 


ler of his lif 


county here, from Donat 


"e northeast, 10 mil: tside th ty. All her family had Republican 

thies, a thing that w ite beyond my father's understanding. He had returnex 
but he was in 1 ipe a ilt of tl \ shox Asa sequence of that he 
spent una I { і r in Shanal | itary ST | bi ing restored to 
a condition only a bove tota sablement. That hospi incidently, was where 
Michael ( lir М па t following tl mbush a al na ith. Dad rarely spol e 
in my hearing his trei " ге experience ма iseating tor my mother 
to listen to his ac int of the scenes th rats as lars cats « g limbs and whole 
bodies before they scurried off as the men struck out at m. He kept his silence, and 
I| suppose, the horror gradually faded from his memory 

Our house was raided 1 y times in subsequent rs by the Black and Tans 
and my father I lled; being an ex-service man и absolutely no defenc: 
where they w once d. Indeed circles within the Tans accused the ex-soldier: 
of helping t: in the LR.A. Another reason for the house raid mav have been that 
my mother ousins, t ( oy boys who lived next door, were wanted, and of 
course they 

I was born in a place called Rosemary Buildings, and we eventually came to live 
on Pope's Quay the sar ice as Michael O'Riordan, but seven doors away 
Rosemary Buildings wer rmal inner city local authority terrace houses built in 
the early part of the century led after the reigning Lord Mayor of the time: we 
had Roche's Buildings, Madden's Buildings, Horgan's Buildings and so forth. Ours 


happened to be Rosemary after the Virgin Mary as we adjoined St. Vincent's 
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'epublicans іт rk, but it all depen 
on the evening before through th« 
|'aining there hidden 
iting with the Connolly Column in 
18 months before, was our quartermas 


his skill with the billiards on the top floor 


іп Hall, was the bravest man I ever met: if vou 


you would come out alive. You could say 


JOBIE SULLIVAN: 


on Sunday 


structions 


light arrive as he was sure it would have 


ie hill that night 


idered his adventurism, I have alway 

iccount of his who weer would make a 

colourful story, d v an incredible story. He was arrested in the effort to tunnel 

into Cork il from the g І [ the | Ketrait onvent on August 3, where 

round 170 of our men were being prior I ransfer to the Curragh. I am 

ibout to relate tha it | | first follow Jobie a piece. Following ( re in our 

tunnel, he then found hir If in M tio he ! 1 running battle with 

the authoritit 

He had a phobia about prisons ат 1e was determined not to stay. The chance 

o elope ‹ when he was brought to the Dental Hospital in Lincoln Place, Dublin 

under guard o rse, but seizing his opportunity, because he was small and wiry 

he ‹ t may have! during that period of 

rave evidence, at the courtmartial in 
Ё Stephen Hayes in July 1941 


1 doctor could readily pass him as men 


ne step nearer to fret dom when he was 
Asvlum. Mv brother, Maurice, called 


living in the o rea; swimming and 


is not ic he was still plotting 


green house, he had 


placed plant be dding 


fectly normal ground ppearance. Biding his time, until one evening he then 
slipped into the cavity, hi there and waiting for darkness and the escape alarm 
following which, when the rumpus died, he really would escape. But it did not work 
out so; he was traced somehow and held 


Before | [ must enlarge now on ‘Skipper’ Mahoney, an old time 


Republican and one w ;oldiered through the whole dreary internment period on 
the Curragh of Kildare. 'Skipper', a big tall man was from Ballincollig, a 

from here; went to sea, and that is where the name came from. Strong 

his favourite game was throwing the 56lb weight 

But,asIs ' ended up in the Curragh, where he got a beating superv 

Capt. Mc Namara. That was after the Fire when they could get away with anything; 
as a result his head required thirteen stitches. Leaving a wife and daughter penni 
less in his enforced absence. (now, I cannot say if this is quite accurate) they had to 
emigrate to England, and taking refuge one night from an air raid, they both died 


so when release eventually came for poor 'Skipper', he had no one 


Meanwhile, in those early months of 1940, although I still held my night time job 


in Dunlops, I could not go home; I was on the run. I was not the only one; Jobie and 


Roger Ryan were in the same boat and, I am perfectly sure, throughout Ireland, hun- 


dreds of others. John Varian, another member of Oglaigh na h-Eireann, living in Fair 
Hill, had been picked up and interned in March. We used to go there for a scrap of 
food but we could not overdo that; John's father was an ex-English soldier on ten 
shillings a week so there was not much headroom there 


TUNNELLING INTO A JAIL: 


Hope rises eternal however - sure where would we be without it - and we had 


this plan to tunnel into Cork Jail from the grounds of the La Retraite Convent and 


rescue some of our men interned after June 3. Life for the Munster men held in that 
jail is described elsewhere by Pierce Fennell and others; but the jail itself is now long 
gone. It is absorbed within University College, although the classical entrance 
remains. As you know, to tunnel into a jail is easier that to tunnel out of one. Proper 
implements are available; it can be done in relays, and the disposal of the soil does 
not present the same pr Бет. We must have been observed however from the win 
dows of the convent - there is some evidence of that - and presumably à nun 


informed the police. Could she have foreseen the tragic results for us? A party 


crouched in a tiny hole tunnelling are in a particularly vulnerable position, espe 
ciallv as we had no armaments whatsoever. That must have been evident to the 
Special Branch in the city, but there were some in that outfit who were blood thirsty 
enough to be still seeking revenge for John Roche 

Jobie Sullivan, Roger Ryan, John Joe Kavanagh and Connie Byrd were our tun 


nel squad; all big men unfortunate ly, except Jobie; Connie particularly so [обе met 


П h 


me this night and told me; I want you tomorrow. You are to go up to th 


T J : thy Nn " I T, | 
YOu wul find а ріс Uu t rine 11 down to the convent H Ip оде! Lu { 


down the side. Ke ut of sight. | proceeded up to the hospital but the pick axe 
not there. I thought this odd because Jobie was quite exacting in his directives 
came down then, bt issing near Western Road I heard the unmistakable rattle of 


a machine gun.Anxious now, I hastened along to Jobie's uncle, ‘Din-Boy’ Coughlan 


Jim Savage 


I told him. He was « d LR.A man, so he 
up by the convent, and was in time to see John Joe 
on a stretcher, but in such a clumsy manner that he 

' were Branch men all about; at the ready 
with small arms and Thom y that they had been watching the 
or a number of hours. Collins, ir] Barrett, Riordan, Conroy 

and Moore were those 
One would have though у could have arrested the group easily. Instead they 


I 


ripped into John Joe Kavanagh and seriously wounded Roger Ryan. Only that 
morning Dermot Crowley of the Western Star pub had observed Branch men in his 
premises. He t те afterwards that he saw Moore checking out the Thompson, 
and he was seen then upon tl аа by "Din-Boy' Coughlan 

^s I have said, none of the boys digging were armed; in such a confined space 
they were literally sitting ducks. Jobie had been in the hole with Connie while the 
other two were above ground. They could have been arrested; a killing need not 
have happened. Someone told me then that Roger Ryan was already dead 

I went to the Mercy Hospital - Branch men all around the place - but I entered from 
the old people's ho: \ going down a | < sta reached the morgue, where I 
could hear nuns weet І lifted the sheet from over John Joe. He was riddled: bullets 
seemed to have penetrated everywhere. Immediately I took it upon myself to order 
two coffins; one for John Joe and one for Roger. But against all the odds Roger pulled 
through, as « nie who was not injured; both ending up in Arbour Hill and the 
Curragh afterwards. ! my own continued ех and having to travel about, | 
knew I must soon find myself among them. When I did, I learned their whole story 
lobie was down tl with Connie at his back. Roger was at the opening, while 


John Joe was exposed ibove ground. Weeks › vas opened in the 


South Mall before Cor r Mc Cal \ Ke agh, an order arrived from 


Gerald Boland suppressing it. As it was about to commence Moore strode in and 
placed the order on the tal 1 ad an inquest been held the facts ‹ ould have been aired 


and it would have been shown that the men could have been arrested. Instead, because 
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Connoll is entirely that 
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I iulready | formed by Neil Goold and it 
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we should support its war 
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< men in it, it 


ver Cork inspired 
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prove it. For whatever rea 
lid not a All the time however 
listinct from other « ses where P.A's wandered in 
with us; they : keen to know 
sit at the end of tl it; lis in, and when we rost 
too. Johnny Nolan from New Books kept ipplic \ he Staters did 
interfere. | am not savi they ites but listened carefully. They only 
wanted to split the LR.A anyway ed Goold into the Curragh when he 
should have 1 \ placed in Me 
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ing the unemployed and lying 
down on the t ir d it should be regarded as a crime 
His offence was ( 5 material ind simple; not Curragh 


idmit 

forces 

Issues of nation 

to be over У 

would Ы 

the ve 

O'Neill from Kins Eamonn, who ha 
Anyway, on this whole busin of neutrality, I felt that if tl 


to invade and occupy Irelar they would take half of us out : 


lif England у 


the Connolly Group wou ve been shot 
would 


December 


nly conclude that it 
ged in making у 
way man; all his 
Brigade O.C Cork, with Denis Griffin as Adjutant 


it came to Griffin irrest ICK £g iway. Griffin put 


upon, loo Ing ringer resu 1 vas on June 


ments, taking place at the rere of O'l l's pub in the 
Incidently th 


could he have 
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a very spec sufficient at any rate t 
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Sean Talty 


SEAN TALTY 


OF COUNTY CLARE: 


ounty 


ay about some Fret 


man. He spent much of his time behind the scenes in the 
Cookhouse and, therefore, may not be known to many. He returned home in 
December, 1943, after three and a half years of internment, to end up farming in that 
remote hillside country of Clare that lies midway between Milltown Malbay and Ennis 
| was born, he began, i 1, so Тат now over 80 years of age. My father's name 
was Margaret Horan. It was a great loss to me when 
a most sensitive age for that to happen. But what I 
remember clearly about her was her reading the local paper when it came in during 
the Tan war, and all the neighbours sitting there in the kitchen, listening to every 
word of it cO hear a pin fall, they were that intent 
My father was a farm iving in the townland of Dunsallagh, about four miles 
east of Milltown Malbay. He was not in » Movement, just a sympathiser. I was the 
third eldest, the first of five boys, Michael, Martin, Peter, Patrick and Joseph, and 
two sisters. One of n thers was involved in the Movement but not as deeply as 
| was to be 
[ ioined the Republican Movement in the late twenties. The Cosgrave regime was 
still in power but it м vident that De Valera might soon be in government; that 
came four years later is part of Clare has always been republican, or n itionalist 
anyway, so joining the local unit ‹ [.R.A was a natural progression for a young 
lad like mvself. We had a strong base in this locality 
Ne were able to bring in speakers who had been around at the time to Easter 
commemoration akers such as David Fitzgerald, Mary MacSwiney, Mrs 
Sheehy-Skeffington 55 Twomey, Jim Killeen, Mick Price and the like. Mrs 
Sheehy- Skeffington use tay with people back this road. Maud Gonne was to 


have come but somet x happened and she did not appear. Frank Ryan came, too, 


but mostly or 

[here w iding bv the C.LD all the time in those years. Т.) Ryan (1) a 
renowne исап from Kildvsart, south of here, on the Shannon, was arrested 
21 times in six months in 1928. Another man, John Daly, was also frequently held 


Michael Ні v. of Crannv, was raided 12 times in 14 days. They even 
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resorted to sending a disg d C.LD man around to 'inspect the dumps' of the West 


Clare Battalior 


Sean Talty 


Peadar O'Donnell, who was editing An Phoblacht at that time, called it cat and 


mouse tactics but they kept at it. In June of that year a C.LD man was killed when 
he went to open a bi if explosives. Then, in reply to the beating that Т.Ј. Ry 
the Minister, M itzgerald-Kenney, by way of explanation, stated that he d been 


kicked by one of his own cows. About this time some of the Sinn Féin ople and 
gether to form a political wing, Comhairle na Poblachta 


eetings were held in West Clare but it never came 
iptured the high ground. In March, 1930, they were still per 


secuting à ind Madame Charlotte Despard, who lived wit laud Gonne in 


voebuck Hous " sufficiently concerned to write that she pers lly had wit 


rough 


'Ssed one such be: At this time Sean Hogan [ 


› had been imprisoned in 1923 for shooting a Free State soldier sent to disarm 


In August, 1931, we had our first Saor Eire (2) meeting 


man. I played 1 ilthough a number of other meetings were held in th 
county. It was banned, along with many « gani ў November, апа 
never revive 
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arate Bodenstow1 week after the official Republican commemoration 
Frank Ail t up the Volunteers in November, 1933, and thought tha 
should join th: [heir uniform was based on Casement's volunteer 
prior to 1916. Ever ndi a Г.) Ryan was still being bruised 
were beaten badly by C.LD in Kilrush 
ie LR. A to become ent ingle dw 
ice, anyhow. An editorial in 
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ГНЕ MANUS O'ROURKE DOCUMENT: HIS OPINION OF RUSSELL: 
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the evening a 1 pvt it time everything 
»nvention of the LR.A had in January, 1933 


wn as the 
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I| thor 
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glance over 
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one night and h 


mare is still with n 


faced blonde youn; 


Sean McCaughe 
some; Dick Mulre: 


and many more 


Peadar O'Flahe 


thorough about 
was a good OX 


half measures 


'cument. There was no such person as Manus O'Rourl 

t of it I did n ke because it would n 

d to be unproductive but natior 

tion with better jobs and better d 
circulated The 


the Republic 


very intelligent chap, came here 


rh and low for a « 


nd some of them there had thought it a wonde 
Michael, I said. To cut it 


said to mvself 


ell in 


Municl 


сїз 
lare and returning the 
Iown Hall. Then I w 
Sean Russell there. | 
impaigr 
recruits Ww 


of London 


' dealing with raw countn 


1 yet we would be expected 


Manchester, Sheffield and all place 
riendly. He might have been one of my 
what I thought and I told hin 
1 bit shocked that I was answering Russell freel 
' listened to my opinion: he was seeking inf ition but 
ampaig 
ide of Benbulbin, with hazel wood all around and 


remember sleeping out on the hill 


e up to 50 men in the camp: John Joe McGir 
ivynor, a low et, sheet metal worker fr« 


would be 


keeping the place clean and proper 


on strict discipline; a bit extreme in that 


all ibout explosives in the camp how to m 


mong ourselves we 


o had an office at the 


us the eight miles 


teaching Irish in 


techni і $ | OX Маһ‹ \ ational t | l gn parish 
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O'Connor was in ins I n was | at the tin [ was Brian Lowe, 
Mahon, бе Connor; D \ rom 15 ise’ ( y manager; 
Hourigan. Micl Scan nnis ny Mea from Quin, Tom McNamara 


umara and Jimmy 


1940, caused 


, 
instructed all 


ind I never 


І arrived in the 


f the events following the discovery of the tunnel being 
10, when John Joe Kav 
ouslv wounded, an« .oOnnie VI ca] IT€« Uur view was obstructed by the old 
prison; we overlooked tht n volt after my arrival for the catering 
department. Corporal Minihan, P.A showed us how cut and twist the meat, turn 
it and put it in with a li bi his and that to make soup. When it was nearly 
cooked he put tl wge apples into it, making a delicate stew 
The P. A's were ly all ex-1922 men. This one was relaxing one day in the 


kitchen, taking it easv, with tennis shoes on. Suddenly, word came that General 


Costello was co g on a tour of inspection. Your man jumped up in terrible excite 


ment. / am ruini ле said, / will be stripped of my job and my uniform for having tennis 
пое off those boots and give them to 
me or l am finished. I sli off mv boots and gave them over and he was just in time 


to come to attention as Costello entered 


The jail in Cork was like a hotel. You had vour own room, as we called it, your 
bedroom: it was vours. And you had your own door which by day was never 
locked. You could move freely about. You could look at the nuns taking the sun and 
vou could look across the harbour and see what was going on. You could also look 
from one angle of the prison out into the countrvside, because at that time Cork was 
not spread out as it is t дау. All in all, we had no fault to find with Cork Jail except 


that, being interned, you had no idea how long you might be held 


Phat happy exist to an end in late August, when the 170 men of Cork, 
Kerry, Clare and Limerick were transferred to the Curragh of Kildare. But, before we 
reached Kildare, Pierce Fennell (6) had every handcuff broken off everybody in ош 


lorry and had them thrown out upon the road. He was a real Houdini. With a knife 


he sliced the canvas roof covering of the lorry, and it went blowing the wind 


Crowds of people, seeing us pass through, were sure we were recruits, or cons ripts, 
maybe, being brought to the Curragh. You could see the amazement on their faces. 

Anyway, we got urragh and found it the coldest place on earth. The wind 
would shrivel y vas late August and I felt cold, right through to the next 
summer. There 15 Nev enough food for the complement of prisoners, never 
enough bread 

In the internn can 1 the Curragh, Charlie Dolan was behind what I call the 
‘coup’, when Peadar O'Flaherty and the Rathmines Park former leader ship arrived 
in from Arbour Hill and upset everything. There was « an already there, well 
known and well educated, Michael A. Kelly of Roscommon, who had done five 
years in Crumlin Road, Belfast, for the Crown Entry courtmartial.(7) He went into 
Clann na Poblachta afterwards. Michael and fellows like him wer« suspect and it is 
easy knowing why. He lectured in history but he had to be stopped for he knew too 
well his history 

LIFE INSIDE: 

Early in December, 1940, there was 1 complaint against Commdt. M.J. Cummins 
(later replaced by Commdt. Сиіпеу) in which Charlie Dolan played a leading part 
I remember the day tl ssue was being voted upon. Charlie was inside his hut 
when I entered. I had known him since the Benbulbin days but, as I was now fin 
ished for the afternoon working in the Cookhouse, I was returning to mv bunk for 
a rest 

"There is a meeting on, said Charlie, 'and I am keeping an eye around here'. I was 
surprised that Charlie was not inside at the meeting as he was one of the leading 
ures in getting rid of the Billy Mulligan council and installing the new one 

Things went on quietly until the occasion of the race meeting at the Curt igh on 
Saturday, December 14. That day, we were ordered to take whatever bit of mone 
we had, and you know we had not much, and also our belongings, and bring them 
to the compound. Some of us did not know what was going on. 1 happened to be 


passing by Michael A. Kelly and found him packing his books. Going home, | 


inquired? I knew them all very well because I gave out breakfast, dinner and sup- 


per in the Cookhouse. No, he answered, I am not going home and neither are you. What 
is wrong then, | said? You will know soon enough 

Come four o'clock that evening and the whole place went up in a blaze. They 
had packed newspapers between the vee sheeting and the weather boarding of the 
walls. They were tinder dry. The whole place lit up and seven big huts were 
destroyed. That was what the new Council gave as a first dose 

Everything had been going along fine: we had coal fires at night but, because we 
had lost half an ounce of butter, we were to lose everything. Well, I doubt if that is 
the entire story. I have still a muddle of thoughts going through my mind. Why did 
the Council order what they did that day? Billy Mulligan was a tolerant individual; 


it was wrong to unseat him 


r field, and I found mvs« beside Arthur 


Jesus, didn't a bullet pass right through him He was 


vith nothing in his hand. Wh 


SOME 


Sean 
Mairtin 
had a red sl ind he did not know whether to put the shirt across his chest от 
under him. I had a good tweed over t a it I came in with. We dis 
tributed things as best we could, and w , iat way for three weeks. It was my 
duty to call at every hut doc vas ready and I was instructed to so do 
on the Monday after the Fi The military were all around and I did not know why 
[here was not a single pri r to be found. Capt. McNamara was there with a 
group of soldiers. I went up, down, around and back to where I had started and, if 
; there in front of me at the gate 
g Casey came out of his hut with his mug and 
spoon. He passed me in the 1 jadway, and then he was shot. He fell right in front of 
me, and I put my arm under him to prevent him falling McNamara came over 
sharply and s uid; eet into th khouse and mind your own business. We will attend to 
hat. He had the grin of a demon on his face. I went towards the Cookhouse but it 
was blocked by a group under Capt. Power, a small man from Co. Waterford. Rifles 
were stuck in mv face, but Power said; 'leave him ро’, so I continued on in. That was 
how Barney Casey died, there was no reason for it, no one in front of him and no 
one behind him. He had just turned left out of the D. Line, close to the Cookhouse 
when he was shot. Casey's blood had been pumping out and had covered my shirt, 
but I had no alternative but to allow it dry there as the bread and tea had to be hand- 
ed out. Thev said of course, that young Casey had gone to charge the gate; but I ask 
you, one man with a mug and spoon in his hand! 

Icebox’, the toilet, was a metal bowl below at the door, exposed to the 
world. There was no furniture of any description, no bits of cloth, no covering. I had 
a good overcoat, as I said; and, as I was out early, I left it, hoping it would help to 
warm another man. Slowly but surely matters got back to near normal. We got back 
palliasses which lay upon the floor, no beds as such for two vears. And the lights 
were left on in the huts all night 

We refused to take their coal, however, on principle. Later, of course, that fuel 
question was ironed out and turf was accepted. But, in the weeks immediately after 
the Fire, accepting and drawing the coal from the Staters became an important test 
of principle. 

The dissidents, under Tadhg Lynch and around a dozen ( ork men (8) in Hut C.1, 
took the coal and that was the commencement of a serious split which, over a year 
and a half, grew wider until No. 1 Group of Liam | eddy, the original group, was 
pared down to 200 men, м hile No. 2 Group, under Pearse Kelly (who was not even 


in the Camp at this time) grew to equal it 


Sean Talty 


1 was in No. 1 Group, the Liam Leddy side, until I was released in December, 
1943, with Charlie Dolan. I had friends, plenty of them, on what became Pearse 
Kelly's side but I could not talk to them. I thought it very strange but what could you 
do when it was pointed out that they had let you down. When I was doing my cook 
house rounds from hut to hut the P.A's would be there and, as a matter of course, 1 
saluted them and they saluted me. 

I will here tell you a simple story about Jimmy O'Brien and myself. He was 
[ransport Manager at Shannon Airport later. During the hard days of the ‘Icebox 
campaign, I had Jimmy with me, assisting in giving out the food to each hut, They 
still did not trust you to be out by night. There was this Р.А, a dour and sulky look 
ing fellow, and he was leading in front in the dark. Ata quiet spot he stopped, and 
seemed to hitch up his belt; but what was it? A packet of fags fell out. He walked on 
ignoring the cigarettes he had slipped to me. That showed a bit of humanity 

I have already talked about Bob Fitzpatrick, whose brother was a doctor in the 
Curragh, and how he wrote and told him to look after me so that I would come out 
alive. I was three and a half years in the Cookhouse in the Curragh, from August 
1940 until December 1943, and I did not find anything wrong with anyone. Maybe 
a P.A would be there a fortnight, before he would begin to get to know who you 
were passing into the Cookhouse. Then he would salute me, and I would answer 
'fine day', and that sort of thing. Never did I find that it paid dividends to adopt a 
hostile attitude to a policeman or a soldier. A garda once said to me; we have to do ou! 
duty. We don't mean to injure you unless provoked. That is how they see us, anyway 

l'here was a Lieut. Carroll from Kerry, a young man who was said once to have 
been in the LR.A and who was considered a right stickler when he dealt with our 
O.C. I know this will conflict with some of the accounts that you will hear, but 
Paddy and Sean Mulcahy, two right Republicans from Limerick city, never had a 
word to say against Carroll. He would come in for the nightly check- up, when the 
30 men in the hut formed up in two lines for a count. You would see his lips mov 
ing the way he would be counting to himself. Sometimes he would call me Sean 
Salty, by mistake, and there would be a titter from the lads, knowing I worked in the 
Cookhouse 

McNamara, however, was a bad egg; he was the guy who was present when 
young Casey was killed. Commdt. Guiney would come in on his own and he would 
walk around, for all the world like he was looking after sheep on the land. He 
looked just like a farmer. Ted Moore from Mooncoin, who was out in all the 
Troubles, was friendly with Guiney; they would often walk around together. He had 


a nephew there, Dave, but he did not stay too long. He turned out to be a great foot- 


baller later. 

We were interned because we were supposed to be aligned with Hitler. Quite 
untrue; but it was never brought out in public that we were not Nazis, that we were 
not on Hitler's side. Aw ay from that, altogether, may I ask the question, was our own 
leadership united? Was the top brass united? I do not know. There were so many 
arrests: and the Movement was so over-run that it was difficult for them to maintain 
a coherent policy. 

Seamus O'Donovan and myself had many chats. He said he would not like to 


Sean Talty 


fault the leadership, either inside the Camp or outside. He found himself interned 
like everyone else hough he was not convinced, in my opinion, as to why he 
should be ther e wa member of the Council, although at one time he had 
held a high rank, and he had \ ttl me and go with our top brass. In some 
ways | asa ated individual, vet willing alk to anyone although our top 
bras spoke him. Roger McHugh, a lect sh at 


Listening I night to the chat within the hut, from O Cadhain, Seamus 
Burke of Ballinrobe аго1‹ Mhistéil, Bob Clements and а few more, you would 
swear to God vou were ina university. Mattie O'Neill described it on television once, 
as 'Tintown University’ and it was. But that was all disrupted by the burning of 
the huts and what came after. Leaving the light on all night while we tried to sleep 


affected manv of us: it has left its mark on my sight to the present day 


І 
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John Joe Maxwell | Leitrim was a light-hearted fellow; always with th« 
bright side out, even when afterwards he went on a prolonged hunger strike. Paddy 
Kinnane from Upperchurch, a cousin of the Bishop of Waterford, was a big, heavy 
man, and h uld step dance as lightly as a bird. He was a Clann T.D later. Pat 
Duggan, fr war Toomevara, was another Tipperary man, a farmer. 5ean 
Harrington from Kerry, was Chief of Staff for a short period in 1942, when the lead 
ership outside was being knox ked like ninepins. He was a quiet man in the Camp 
sliding about silently Conway from Clonmel was music mad; playing classi 
cal pieces on the violin. He would be so absorbed in his sheets in the dining hall, 
where he would practise when meals were not being served, that he would hardly 
be aware of anything else 

In some huts re a nightly Rosary was said, Walter Mitchell, although a 
Protestant, dropped on his knees like everyone else. Walter was a veteran of the Tan 
struggle: his elder brother, Sean, travelled to Cork at that time, and became O.C of 
Cork No. 1 Brigade. That says a lot for him. ‘Pa’ Weymes of Mullingar, was a book- 
ie's clerk and a droll character in his own right 

Paddy Dalton, Tipperary town, was also a bookie's clerk. He lost an arm in the 
1914 war but he returned to Ireland and fought in the Tan War and the Civil War. 
Now, in the forties, he was in with us. Dick Mulready of Mullingar: I mentioned in 
connection with the camp at Benbulbin. A violinist, also, he was in with us, as was 
his brother, Sean. Joe Donegan, from Newcastle, Co. Dublin, was a farmer. Interned 
with him was his employee, Tom Molyneux. Joe Crowe of Limerick was a fine, easy- 
going man; he was O.C in Cork Jail while we were there. He was a very solid man 
with his feet on the ground 

When Ó Cadhain was dismissed from teaching in Co. Galway because of his 
activities, Joe invited him to Limerick to give talks. That was some years before 
internment. Peadar MacAndrew was our dancing teacher, a big red bearded man 
who taught us Irish dancing. He was a special diet man, an ounce of bread and a 
pint of milk every two hours 

John Joe Sheehy and 'Machine Gun' Johnny Connor, found themselves interned 
in February, 1941.(9) They tried to bring the two sides in the split in the Camp 
together but, although of great standing within the Movement, they failed. They had 


Sean Talty 


been in the No. 1 group, Liam Leddy's side, but they then transferred to Pearse 
Kelly. 

Cathal Goulding was always late « oming to the Cookhouse for his breakfast: at 
first it was brought to his hut but that ceased and it was left there. It was thought he 
slept in, because he was inclined to read very late at night up in the corner of the hut 
where he had his bed. He remained on Liam Leddy's side 

Johnny Power, of Waterford, who had fought with the International Brigade in 
Spain, worked with me in the Cookhouse, as did Mick Hughes of Co. Galway, and 
Tony Ruane of Bohola, another veteran of the Tan War. 

I remember Mick Galvin, a journalist from Clohane, near Tralee: Andy 
Redmond, from Castlebar; Mick Egan, from Shanaglish, near Gort, and Paddy Kelly 
from the same parish; also Jack Murray, the Ennistymon shoemaker, yes, I can see 
them all. Where are they now? All but, maybe, two of the names I mentioned above 
are gone, ar shli na firinne. Go ndeantar trochaire ortha go léi) 

When eventually it came to my release from internment, I would have preferred 
to have remained for my fourth Christmas, although I suppose I was lucky. There 
would be some there for two and three Christmases after me Anyway, it was on 


December 3, 1943, that I received a train pass back to Co. Clare and my own home. 


I think it was Sergt. Meaney from Kilmihil, whom I had known through the 
Glendine Coursing Club, who spoke for me. I believe he was instrumental in my 


release 
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upon five years i mlir аа, returning early in 1940 to the Free State 
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ice Twomey, 
ceeded Frank 
ould еіп turn be fol 
lowed bv Sean Mac Brid В v. M Fitzpatrick and Sean Russell 
Michael Collins and the Assassination of Sir Henry Wilson, June 1922: 


Iwomey had no new information on this action, but referred to correspondence 


in the newspapers at the tir ind t! i'oghu book on Liam Lynch 
published in 1954. The inferer hen was that Collins orderec London assassi- 
nation, whicl ised the Free Stat ick the Four urts lays later, but that 

yur Courts under Rory 
O'Connor denied nplicity, while possibly I › that it would bring the Free 


State Бас} imm 


John Мс Peake: Mc Peal tis і was the machine gunner who from the 


armoured car, killed Collins; although Twomey did not believe that. He returned on 


release after August 1928, to his ni Scotland. The shadowy figure of Free State 


1 
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Emmet Dalton was also 

Г. Derrig and Twomey 1923: He told a good story of himself and Tom Derrig, 
later EF. Minister, wh brought to Oriel House, Westland Row, in April 1923 
Derrig leaped from the lorry hoping to esc: b аце! station. He had 
been shot at; inside, he 
mering. Both he and a third man got a very bad beating although Twomey was not 
molested. They were questioned, in the knowledge that a slip could send them ‘to 
Clondalkin’, meaning, shot out of hand in the then countryside 

The LR.A Convention of 1925 and Frank Aiken: This was the first held since 
March 1922. It was presided over by Patrick Ruttledge, and was attended by such 
notables as Mike Kilroy, Sean Lemass and Oscar Traynor. Standing Orders, drafted 
by Aiken and adopted then, governed the Army for decades afterwards Aiken 
probably drafted all of them, including 5.0 24, forbidding the recognition of Free 
State courts. Aiken had put a lot into preparing for the Convention, assisted by 
Peadar O'Donnell and others. He was particularly adamant on updating the 


Standing Orders so that they would give a new and more active thrust to policy 


Appendix 


part in I 
on the night mail from Co. Cork. He had remained friendly with Aiken since the 


[womey played no part in these preparations, having arrived hurriedly in Dublin 


Civil War ended, often meeting him at Dr. Jim Rvan's ice, і house іп Mespil 
Road 
During the Civil War both had often sk pt together; Aiken then running ov« 
private discussion with him constitutionalist ideas. such as an appeal to the active 
verdict’ on the Civil War. In 1923 Kevin O'Higgins 
referred to Aiken as a ma og, so the term is not a new one 
Aiken Removes Files: Aiken, while under suspicion following the Convention 


cess to Headquarters files, He copied many of these documents, 


1 
їп Е.Е government to use an extract against Tom Barry who 


h-Eireann from 1923 until 1932. When challenged to publish 


the document in f1 er, he hesitated to do so, as it would reflect against oth 


n 


ers then in E.F.The s, Twomey added, remained intact at a headquarters house 
in Mountjoy Square until 1936, but what happened them afterwards would be hard 
t files were found in a cellar of Twomey's own shop after he had depart 

ге whereabouts now is unknown.) 

Patrick Ruttledge: from Mayo, later F. F. Minister, had been a good man. When 
Е.Е was formed in 1926 he might not have joined them but quailed as he would have 
been invited then t id Sinn Féin. He joined EF as the lesser of two evils. 

Denis Allen of Wexford: was much thought of - betrothed? - to Maire 
Comerford, but fell from favour when he accepted criminal status after an incident 
in March 1 le joined F.F on his release and was soon a T.D in Wexford where his 
son also was a T.D later 

Jack Keogh's Rescue: Commdt. Jack Keogh of Ballinasloe had been sentenced by 
O'Shaughnessy, a vindictive judge, to 30 years in 1924. Using a hijacked van belong, 
ing to Clerys, George Gilmore entered Dundrum Asylum in February 1926 and res 
cued him. He survived to farm extensively later. He was arrested briefly in the for 
ties on a land charge, but remained consistently a Republican until his death in the 
ifties 

De Valera: De Valera was quite adamant in choosing the Free State road to the 


Republic in 1926. A1 g else would be tantamount to revolution and he had 


done with revolutions, he said. Of his lieutenants later on, Lemass would be the one 
east concerned in coercing Republicans 
Art O Conchubhair: He succeeded De Valera in 1926 as ‘President of the 


Republic’. Twomey was not keen on the Second Dail masquerade 

О Conchubhair, although a nice man, made a milk and water president. Twomey 
never forgave him for accepting a judgeship. 

Assassination of Kevin O'Higgins, Sunday, July 10, 1927: While it was first 
thought by the LR.A that it was the 'Mutineers' of 1924, or 'O'Duffy's crowd’, it tran 
spired quickly that it was an unofficial action by a 3 man LR.A party. Twomey, as 


C.S, would clearly not have approved, and within days he would have known 
names. He did not disclose them to this writer; two of them being then living 


Dev and Sean T. at Markievicz Funeral: The three Commissioners repr: 
Dublin Corporati efused the Mansion House or the rotunda of the City Hall for a 
1 AE GATES 
he building known as 


'ointed to give the ora 


tion later in Glasr i emetery. The f | ocession on Sunday, July 1 1927, was 
huge and impressive, although a & cordon of I >t Idi urrounded th« 
Republican Plot, while men of th riel He gang ingled with t rowd 
Afterwards Twomey engaged i versati with Dev and al O'Kelly 
Bills on political 
| entry into the Dail 


said Sean T pu fing him і | don't think IOL At ац; not at aul | two of them 


then departed under police guard as the LR.A was su 


posed to have threatened them! 
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Jinks, Traynor and the June 1927 Election: After the June election the 44 F.I 
members presented themselves at Leinster House, but upon refusing the Oath, wer 
not admitted. On reconsidering the position ath was 'taken' on August 11 by 
signing the register presen y tl ri il, and entering. (The ostensible 

very restrictive bills ( vhich a new Publk 
Safety Act, had been passed the previous day.) At thi int Oscar Traynor, still a 
member of Sinn Féin, sought permission to bring on their 5 members which could 
have caused a change of government, but that proved impossible. Twomey says that 
in that case, with Е.Е and Labour joined, Tom Johnson, a Scotsman, would have been 
President of the Executive Council, but Johnson sought a guarantee that the I 


would not embarrass him. The proposition was put to the LR.A by Gerald Boland 


The opportunity however did not arise as S.F would not co-operate. Alderman John 
Jinks of Sligo, a member of the Redmonite National League, was persuaded to vote 
EF thus creating with Labour, and six others of his party, a slender majority. At the 
last moment he imbibed too much drink in a hotel in Harcourt Street, being encour- 
iged in this by Major Cooper of Markree Castle and R.M Smyllie, and so failed to 
present himself 

While ЕЕ increased their vo 57 at the September election, a coalition of 
Independents and Farmers kept Cumann na nGael in power until February 1932* 

Gerald Boland: Twomey describes Boland as always a pacifist (with qualifica 
tions). In 1923 he recalls him being interested in Buddhism, about which he had read 


a lot. He was inclined to be bitter and irascible later on. He was particularly opposed 
to the LR.A around the time of the assassination of Kevin O'Higgins in July 1927 
[womey jokingly suggested to a member of ЕЕ that perhaps Boland was responsi- 
ble; in EF circles the action was at first attributed to 'O'Duffy's crowd’. Twomey 
treated these allegations as a joke although he remembered Boland swearing 
vengeance on individual Free State ministers, that they would be seen swinging from 
lamp posts yet. Boland and others like Eamonn Donnelly often ‘egged on’ the LR.A 


in those years 
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Гиотеу'ѕ Arrest at Crooked Wood: This links secret agent Sean Harling (See 
Curious Journey and Harry), as Harling, although not in the LR.A, carried the mes- 
sage from the call house and it appeared when examined, to have been tampered 
with. Twomey was driven to the appointed place some miles out of Mullingar by taxi, 
'y Oriel House detectives awaiting him. This, and other mat- 
ters, having come to light, the LR.A later attempted to shoot Harling in Dartry Road 
but the plan misfired and Volunteer Tim Coughlan was shot dead. Harling was 
whisked away by Neligan to the U.S; returning after a few months, he was given a post 


and was there arrested | 
у] 


as a government messenger. (It must be added that his own account of past activity in 
Curious Journey is unreliable.) i 

Mick Price and Moneylending Raids: Price, who initiated money lending raids 
upon Dublin pawnbrokers, had been in the British Army in Egypt in 1916, when he 
mutinied. He was given a severe field punishment and sent back to England. He 
came to Ireland then and fought in the Tan struggle and Civil War. Twomey did not 
agree with the raids, and neither did many in the Army. Mick had a brother, Charlie, 
who was also active. His sister, Leslie, married Tom Barry, and was later in charge 
of the Irish Red Cross 

Another Convention in Clontarf in 1929: Marked men travelling from local 
areas could give away the location of a convention. In this case there was careless- 
ness when some entered over the rere garden wall of a private house in Clontarf and 
the guards were called. Quick thinking by bean a tighe elicited from her the story that 
she was having a house party 

An Phoblacht: Terry Ward was a dental mechanic who, in the early thirties, was 
brought from Derry, being encouraged to come by Frank Ryan. An Phoblacht lost 
money hand over fist as a result of the many seizures. Alphonsus Farrell of 
Longford was the printer and owner; he was not a Republican but a strong believer 
in the right of expression, holding Ryan and Ward in high regard. He had a brother, 
a solicitor, who used to check the paper and complain that 'every line is sedition', 
but Alphonsus would set it up nonetheless. The first editor was Patrick Little, an 
academic and later F.F. Minister; followed by Peadar O'Donnell, Frank Ryan, Terry 
Ward, and Donal O'Donoghue. Assistant Editors were Geoffrey Coulter, Hannah 
Sheehy-Skeffington, Liam Mac Gabhann and Lyle Donaghy. 

When the end came they owed Farrell a lot of money, much of which was never 
paid. Sean Russell, who was unconcerned about propaganda generally, saw the 
need for An Phoblacht and was sorry to see it go. 

Frank Ryan: was noticeably deaf but a fine speaker. One of his principal U.C.D 
lieutenants was Con Lehane; a promising young man from Belfast, then doing law. 

Peadar O'Donnell's Agitations: They frequently existed more as figments with- 
in his head or as names upon paper. As an instance, the Working Farmers' 
Convention in Galway іп 1931, badly let down the І.К.А, but on such occasions 
O'Donnell would merely shrug his shoulders and £o on organising 

Saor Eire was another case where public meetings called, gathered only small 
attendances. As a result, the I.R.A was dispirited and felt inclined to push its mili- 
tary policies for which it always had a resolute following. 
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IJ. Ryan of Cranny, Co. Clare. Constantly arrested and then released in the cat 
and mouse period of th serave regime; Twomey described him, as a born 
nihilist. On Spil s] in 1921, where Twomey first n him, he stayed in the 
wildest hut in the camp because he liked the sort of peopl. it. For meals, men 
were provided each with a basin, a knife and spoon. But Ryan's hut destroyed all of 
their basins, save two, preferring, lik rabs, to eat communally 
| ul arrests while Ryan 
enjoyed the publicity. Around 1950, Ryan was reported wandering in Scotland 


Peadar O'Donnell, in An Phoblacht played 


that he was returned, to | looked after in Co. Clare 


whereupon, Twomey thought 

Maryborough Escape Plan: Master of prison escapes - Mountjoy (November 
1925), Dundrum (February 1926), George Gilmore had in mind for later in 1926, to 
complete the hat trick with a scheme to lift long term men, left overs from the Civil 
War, John McPeake of Glasgow, (6 years), John Hogan of Clare) (life), John Downey 
of Co. Galway, (10 year Matt Hughes of Galway (3 years), Pat Dunleavy of Co 
Galway, (3 yea John Maguire of Co. Donegal (3 years). Whether they would all 
have been accessible within the prison, and prepared to go, is unclear. Rather than 
become fugitives, the shorter term men might have preferred to remain 

An extraordinary link in the scheme was the Free State officer, Capt. James 
Murray, convicted in July 1925 for the murder of military policeman Joe Bergin at 
Milltown Bridge, near Newbridge, in a particularly brutal manner, touched upon 
elsewhere. Murray was a ‘murder gang’ man, who may have been one of those who 
killed Noel Lemass and other uncharted killings of the 1923 period. Sentenced to life 
he died in Maryborough in July 1929. In the early spring of 1926, Gilmore however 
linked up with Murray inside the jail, making him privy to the plan. He had found 
this necessary, as Murray was so placed that he would have found out anyway. 

Evidently he entered enthusiastically into the scheme - the details of which we 
do not now have - but it entailed passing out messages in code, to which the І.К.А 
replied, using a code but backdated a week in order to mislead Murray; not to dou- 
ble cross, Twomey said, but simply to mislead. However the plan fell through fo: 
other reasons, and all of the prisoners came to be released in the normal way after 
serving their time. John Hogan and Con Healy (the latter imprisoned August, 1927) 
had to await ЕЕ. They were released in March 1932 

Fianna Fáil and the Annuities: Twomey backed Peadar O'Donnell in his cam- 
paign to withhold the Annuities but he warned him that ЕЕ would take it over and 
use it as their political weapon. Sean Hayes, F.F councillor in Clare and supporter of 
O'Donnell, called a public meeting for Ennis in 1930, extensively covered in There 
Will Be Another Day on page 94. Dev mounted the platform and proclaimed, ‘yes, we 
will hold the Annuities’. From that moment it was Е.Е gospel and the LR.A lost con 
trol of the campaign. The Annuities and ‘Coercion’ brought ЕЕ to power. 

De Valera and the Statute of Westminster: When the Statute of Westminster* 
was passed in parliament in 1931, Twomey met accidentally one day Michael 


Comyn, senior counsel, on De Valera's constitutional adviser: 


he told Twomey, that we t have the Republic without firing a sh 

minute for tl T | the Statute. Twomey had already read the text of the Statute 
hy " | У t ' х 1 1 MATH 

but expressed int th emo; Comyn immediately promising him a copy 
which never arrived. Fr is conversation, Twomey deduced that Dev developed 
the Document No. 2 line which, in a private meeting with Twomey after coming to 
power in 1932 ta he would follow. He considered that in 1921, holding two 


positions, as Pre the Republic and as President of Sinn Féin, to have been a 


great mistake, as it tied the President to the destiny of the Party. 

He refrained from going to London for the Treaty negotiations as it gave him 
freedom of manoeuvre; the delegates had been instructed to report back before sign 
ing, but they signed without reporting back. At the time of these conversations 
[womey considered De Valera had acted correctly in not attending the negotiations 
in London. Heads of state, he said, do not attend Treaty negotiations; they appear 
only for the final signings. Maurice Twomev considered that Britain had introduced 
the Statute to accommodate two of the rising stars of Empire; De Valera and General 
Hertzog of South Africa. (However, it germinated at the 1926 Imperial Conference, 
receiving a polishing in 1929 and its final format at the 1930 Conference, at all of 
which times the Free State delegation played an important part) 

LR.A Conventions: Where Held: The 1927 Convention was held in the St. 
leresa's Theatre, Clarendon Street, a building that is still there. The 1931 Convention 
was held in a lovely house, Walshe's of Templeogue, opposite the bridge. 1932 was 
held in the Royal Hotel, Glendalough. 1933 was held in a ballet school, above the 
Home Market, at St. Stephen's Green. 1934 was held in the Queen's Hotel, Dalkey 

Leitrim was Strong on Republican Matters. Twomey recalls a public meeting in 
Drumshanbo organised by Sean O'Farrell, with a great husting, and with colourful 
banners and flags produced from Land League days 

Strength of the I.R.A: At this time around 1928, the political police from Oriel 
House were concerned who they raided as they did not rightly know who was EF. 
and who was still L.R.A. The Е.Е defections had denuded Sinn Féin completely and 
hurt the LR.A; but the LR.A, being based upon the youth and the ongoing rural and 
urban agitation, soon built up again. By 1931 they had an efficient organisation 
which became even better in the succeeding three years. They were right to back the 
EF bid for power in 1932 and 1933, which EF could not have won without the 
nationwide backing that they got; but Republicans were wrong to think that De 
Valera would do their job for them, or that they could force him by, as Peadar 
O'Donnell expressed it, snapping at his heels. 

De Valera had a political agenda which emerged eventually as the Ireland of 
today (Twomey was speaking of the Ireland of 1958, which he saw as unsatisfacto- 
ry in the light of Liam Lynch, his great mentor, of Pádraig Pearse, whom he could 


quote extensively, and of fellow Cork man Terence Mac Swiney: unsatisfactory, cul 


turally, economically and politically) 


* Touched upon elsewhere 
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Twomey and Free State Army: Prior to taking power іп 1932, he said, the Е.Е atti 
tude had Ы 


ree an army. Twomey did not favour a mercenary, 
cumstances we should rely upon a volunteer force 


ym what is now termed national service 


arly Thirties: Maurice Twomey, C. S: Tom Daly (brother of 


executed Charli und May of Kiltallagh, east of Tralee) AG succeeded after ill-health, 


by long distance cyclist from Longford, Jim Killeen; Sean Russell, Q.M.G; Sean Mac 


Bride, Director | ligence; Peadar O'Donnell, Mick Price 
Fitzpatrick, Donal O'Donoghue, F1 


ut 


George Gilmore, Mike 

ank Ryan, (with others) were staff members 
Twomey and Frank Aiken in 1932: Some of the H.Q staff were in session over 

Phil Ryan's 


early in March following the F.F. victory. Phil Ryan 
in of Rome, a papal secretary. Upstairs therefore 


remained a safe resort for meetings until 1942, when it was 


sold. There was specu 


[womey that Aiken would contact him, which sure enough he did 
through a mess 


lation by 


1 O'Doherty; ostensibly it was to inquire who were the 
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other unaffiliated priso1 
round 20, w 


A position would 1 


1 to any such notion | 1925 Army 
put forward by Aiken at that time. The 
fruitful way. De Valera was sufficiently 
ver were the propos for co yperation 


t to him, he could reject them 


Private Meeting: Twomey and G. Gilmore with De Valera: De Valera did not 


itirely rely upon Aiken's rep f his meeting with Twomey. He was anxious to 
himself what the I.R.A stance would be following Fianna Fail’s 1 
In March 193 гу after the election which brought him to power, De Vale 
requested, through Senator Bill Quirke, a meeting with th leadership of the LR 
Maurice Twome eorge Gilmore met him at the residence 


vierrion 5quare 


friend of long 
He spoke at gr | gth until interrupted by Gilmore. Was hi 
Republic or Document No. 2? The substance of his answer was th 
isfied with Docume 
not ha Republic, he said, until we get the Six Counties, and neither you or 
lution for tl he office of Governor General he would reduce to the sta 
s of a Sean na Scuab (« brush), as h« quickly and pointedly did 
Стог nsidered that at that time the broad policies of the two organisations 
hardly differed. Twomey observed that the ‘wave of public support’ which ЕЕ had 


garnered enabled them to move ahead without the LR.A. They would gladly have 


Document No. 2. Twomey was not to meet De Valera again; there were no further 


meetings between them. Were there any cracks within Е.Е resi 


I" MOVING 


inst the 1 R.A \ ipart m the | lales of West ( ork, there фе! li ich п Was mon 


Cumann Poblachta na h-Eireann Party 1936: The party was launched early in 
1936, and failed in two bye-elections in August; in Wexford and Galway, to attain 
more than a derisory vote. It was initially intended, Twomey explained, to rally 
Republican opinion. Mac Bride would postulate that we must offer an alternative to ЕІ 

[Twomey felt however that each move by ЕЕ, of cutting the ties with Britain, blurred 
the issue further. Even the impending New Constitution, when it came, would further 
disimprove the Republican cause. Mac Bride suggested, prior to the launch, that 
[womey retire as C.S, handing over to Barry; donning instead the mantle of chairman 
of Cumann Poblachta na h- Eireann. As Twomey was a national figure that would 
have improved the party's chances, but only slightly. Twomey, however, refused 

J.J O'Hara Hart Mission, November 1936: He was a Philadelphia Quaker and 
also a friend of Joe Mc Garrity, who arranged that he meet De Valera to discuss peace 
and co-operation between the government of the Free State and the LR.A. He came 


- While Russell, a party to the scheme, was in the U.S - and met De Valera, with pre- 
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ippointment of 


Twomey and Stephen Hayes: He had objected to Russell on hi 


Hayes to G.H.Q staff in 1938 on the grounds that he drank too much. He himself 
iat he seen Hayes under the influence of drink. He 


admitted however tl 


regarded the Confession as ‘not proven 


Whatever confidence he might have reposed 
in it was s misstatement that Russell had been taken from a U.S 
vessel and shot in charge that the highly successful raid on t 
ment plot was wrong and in fact too far fetched te 


' of May who 
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'orough Street, and formerly 


garded by Twomey as a ‘chancer’: he 


lbourne Hotel, but admitted afterwards t 
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1, but not to raid the home of Laurence de 
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Hayes himself аг sentence in Mountjoy, h 
Campbell, on ig Committee, an Е.Е person well know t 
foreot about you | could have put you in it (the Confession) 


Drumcondra: one or the other think 
in people in San Francisco in caped 
iating himself with Joe Mc Garrity story 


imy O'Connor and Mc Garrit 


in order to obtain th« 
ity. Their object behind 


xiation for the 


Republic 


ега polit ril ent 


e on th These 


icy, but the day 


Custom vere returned by legal proce 


While rai illusions add up to nothing conclu 


+} А { | | 
the Ard Comhairl 19 


Appendix 


Maire Comerford and Sean Mc Caughey: Some time after Stephen Haye: 


tenced to d nt n LIA co martial at 20 Cas wood Park, Rathmines, st 


В.І Needled 


IDE 
и і 


Frank Ryan Often Wrote Gerald O'Reilly in the L from Germany, but 


Russell did 1 T I te f і there although previously he habitually sent 
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locked in Arbour Hill upon a holding charg Quirke, who was very much upon the 


inside track іп Б.Е was forecasting doom for Plant. Following conviction in January 


1942, Quirke made ‘strenuous efforts’ to save Plant. I'll best Gerry Boland yet, he told 


Moss, but he was, of course, unable. (Along with Margaret Pearse, he supported the 


Emergency Orders which doomed Plant) 
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düken bade a reluctant goodbye to the LR.A, and even as late as 1933 with Fianna 


Fáil securely in power, he still hoped to subsume the Army within the confines of 


" 


Parkgate Street. His failure embittered him against the LR.A in later years 

ly Cooney from Nenagh - physically a fine looking man but withdrawn; def 
initely not the sort vou wouk ack jokes with, Con Casey of Tralee has described 
him - had been elected in place of Frank Aiken. Cooney however was still only study 
ing medicine, so when he returned from the es in October 1926 and finding 
[Twomey ; 1р, from June vas glad to leave him in place. Bowyer Bell 
describes him at this time as a ‘tower of strength in the Fenian tradition, an excellent 
organiser with an almost faultless intuition’. From now on all of the many faults and 


failings of the LR.A and of Republicans in general; all of their hopes and dreams, 


were to centre upon this big fine headed man He was at all times accessible, rarely 


on the run, arrested and sentenced once only until his imprisonment in May 1936 
when he received a three year and three month sentence; but upon his release in 
December 1937, apart from cha x the April 1938 Convention and an inspection trip 
(or trips) into English cities, Moss у irtually retired from active Republican politics 

Aiken promptly departed for the U.S to promote a Fianna Fail fund appeal. Andy 
Cooney followed six months later, but with Aiken already there and without the magic 
of De Valera’s name behind him, the cards were not in his favour. Twomey meanwhile 
was arrested on November 5, 1926, and held briefly on a membership charge. 

From 1926, as Army head, Moss was in the eye of the storm; at meetings, attend- 
ing funerals, trying to hold the disparate threads and lines together as they swung 
from right to left, from military campaigns to politics, from Mick Price's pawnbro- 
ker raids, to raids on alleged slum landlords; or out in the sticks, to the left overs of 
the land war. Some of these actions may not have reached him for a beforehand 
approval (‘tis certain they с id not) but, nonetheless, he had to support them wher- 
ever support was dece ntly possible 

One action that had his approval however was the attempted rescue in 
December 1924 of Republican internees from Larne in a steam vessel captained by 
MacBride and crewed by Tony Woods of Dublin, Tom Heavey of Mayo and Frank 
Barry of Cork. That saga is retailed at length by Woods in Survivors. Strapped as the 
organisation was for cash, Moss could not refrain from joking Woods on the ‘first 
republican naval squadron after the vessel was lost upon its first 


voyage in a storm off I Jundrum Bay, Co. Down 


*According t eorge Gilmore, speaking to this writer Plunkett helped to unseat Aiken by 
confronting 1 vith the charge that he was one of those considering entering the Free State 
Parliament. It was tl that the LR.A, as a result, ceased, on the proposal of Peadar O’Donne ll 
to acknowledge the aut у of the Second Dail. They did however adopt new standing 


orders on non-recognition of courts prepared by Aiken - which held them in a straight jacket 


for decades 
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1 foundation convention on September 2 27 t [опа Hall in North Great 
Georges Street, Dul ( gan, in The LR.A, des | ittitude th is cautiou 
both on the score of politics, and fearing t iunt of communism. He was bold 


enough to 


restore heritag The nd s agitation 
pushed by Peadar Donnell, had to be d« 
were in the litical field and y had the organisation to ca 
Nor is anything new und he sun. In the middle fifties a Republican group 
removed one of the disputed Lan s from London’s Tate Gallery, while a 
Scots st ie resulted in tl ronation Stone disappearing for a time 
from Westminister Abbey. To Sc is the Stone of Scone, while to the Irish it is the 
Lia Fail of Tara. In the early thirties Sean МасВгіа‹ 
discussed d 
After Fianna Fail came wer Рах О Faoláin of Dungarvan te Xf a court 
action he took to recover frozen 15 of ich he had been trustee, left over from 
the commencement of the Civil War. MacBride and Twomey у involved at th« 
Dublin end but Pax was at considerable time and train fare expense for which h« 
later refused all mpense when he handed the money 
said Moss, we 
I 
Army Convention in St 
trying to persuade the wild men advocating Republi 
away. Imperialist capitalism is our enemy, he told them 


Duplicating in their personalities some of the Saor Ein 
years earlier they nonetheless went their ways, vanishing 
radicals were doubting hi iid leadership; Fitzpatrick, 


accused of rewriting the An Phoblacht editorials of Frank 
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A few were heard to doubt if there was any difference between himself, 
MacBride and De Valera. But he had already responded; he played a major part in 
the drafting of the Manus O'Rourke document, a code name for a government pro- 
gramme, summarised in this work. It was adopted by an Army Convention in 1933 
and published in February 1934 [he intention then being to pre-empt the impend- 
ing split on Congress 

Underlining the fact that the 1934 parting was not an embittered one we find 
him, with Padraig MacLogan, Mrs. Brugha and Tom Barry addressing a January 
1935 meeting in Waterford in support of Frank Edwards, a Congress leader, who had 
been sacked from the local Mount Sion school. Frank failed to get his job back and 
came to Dublin, eventually departing for Spain 

On May 21, 1936, he was among a number of the leadership arrested. The 
Blueshirt menace’ was long disposed of - Moss was against Republican brawling - 
so the government could turn their full force upon the L.R.A. Even as vote fodder 
they were no longer required. He was sentenced to three years and three months; 
there are allusions to his sojourn in Arbour Hill and the Glasshouse elsewhere in 
these accounts. Killeen, O'Donoghue, Con Lehane, Barry and other leaders were 
inside around the same time. Effectively he was to serve under nineteen months, 
being released from the Glasshouse with ten others on December 14, 1937, in prepa- 
ration for the launch of De Valera's ‘New Constitution’. He had been followed as C.S 
by Sean MacBride, and there is an interesting comparison in Bowyer Bell on the two, 
mainly centring on the political direction predictable from MacBride, and the cer- 
tainty that that would arouse the ire of the ‘militarists’ such as Sean Russell, which 
in time it did 

Twomey was almost 42 years of age upon his release. It was understandable that 
he did not want to replace Mick Fitzpatrick, then acting in the C.5 post as an ami- 
able stop-gap; still less did he wish to participate in the bombing campaign planned 


A 


bv Russell, still technically excluded from the I.R.A But he did lend himself as an 
Acting Adjutant- General until quite late, until November 1938 (replaced then by 
Stephen Hayes) for Russell, which, together with his inspection trips of the English 
units, suggests either that he was wholeheartedlv behind it, or that he felt unable to 
pre vent it 

In conversation with this writer he considered the units he inspe ted ill- pre- 


pared for the campaign being embarked upon." Should he have voiced opposition? 


On the other hand, while some appointees over there (See Máirtín Standüin and O 


Mongáin) resigned before the Campaign, the notables, Hannigan, Jack Lynch, 
McNamee and White favoured it. Was it an unspoken thought among them that per- 


haps, it might succeed 


* Together with Jack McNeela in April 1938 he toured the units. McNeela agreed with his 
opinion but felt bound in loy iltv to Russell - Survivors. With Jimmy Joe Reynolds, Pat Hannon 


recalls him coming to v Stre Liverpool. Twomey may again have visited some units the 


following November. See also H ; Russell and Hayes should have taken account of the immense 
difficulties. Peter Walsh o аре 68 is partic ularly scathing: we need two more years, he told 


і үүа 


Russell in Dublin. Of course there would not have been two more years because World War 2 


would have interver 
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His remait › excursions with the Movement may be briefly listed: in February 
1939 he beca unintentic the link in introducing the German Oscar Pfaus to 
ап LR.A command meeting in Clontarf; shortly after that O'Donovan departed for 
Germany. The first deportees and their families commenced to arrive in Dublin in 

hop was the on iddress t knew; as a result 
f helping them а ind that Hess, entailed 
putting his hand 
interned with se 
tion’ h 
call to his shop 
been guarded ir 


nhi frie 
ply | 


In July ollowing th <.А arrest of Stephen I 
invited to th« tage in the Cooley Mountains where 
sisted of Sean Harringtor <erry, Dan O'Toole of Be 
Andy Cooney. We know that those f were persuade 
where relat W T ey was, i e aftermath ss convinced. In 
Scottish parlance he considered the case not proven 
Was Twomey a Sociali Г swer must be a resounding one, that һе was not 


He was an Irish-lrelander with a deep sense of history, and a belief that Ireland had 


sufficient resources to provide a good living within Ireland for all of its people. He 


tried manfully to hold the diverse strands of the leadership together, some of them 
advocating a total unworkable and unfitting socialism. When eventually he 
moved over, it wa ' start from nothing; literally nothing, his own business; and 


while being generous to all calls for aid, he created for himself and his family a pros- 
perous and independent living; and how many socialists can claim to have done 


that? 
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STATEMENT ON 
REPUBLICAN 
POLICY: 


Internal evide suggests that this document was compiled inside the Curragh 
Camp about the end of 1942. One of its main purposes may have been to give a focus 
and a purpose to a larg body of men then sunken in apathy. It cannot be said how 
ever that it was drawn up with the intention of offering an olive branch to the Leddy 
group. That had already been offered and spurned 

The following is a summary of STATEMENT OF REPUBLICAN POLICY, a 
document compiled on the initiative of, presumably, Sean McCool, Pearse Kelly and 
others. McCool, only released from Crumlin Road following the Crown Entry 


arrests of April 1936 succeeded Sean Harrington as C.S in February 1942, but was 


himself arrested in late April 1942 


It opens under 5 ht ads stating the lines of educational policy to be followed 
within the Camp; e.g. revolutionary training, the national struggle in its proper per- 
spective, the main objects of the Movement, ind a means of forming, a basis of co 
operation with the Camp < ouncil upon its educational schemes 

It will be necessary to be outspoken and candid so that the Camp can become a 
school of training of leaders and fighters. It proceeded to refer to classes in history and 
economics which were abruptly terminated in November 1940. This coincided with 
the arrival of P. O'Flaherty and the Н.О men from Arbour Hill who perceived the 
talks being given by Michael A. Kelly as political 

The training however, the document stated, was based upon the 1934 Army 
Government Programme, the so called Manus O'Rourke document said to have 
been compiled by a committee under the chairmanship of Maurice Twomey 

Unfortunately, it then proceeded, due to regrettable circumstances, this scheme 
of training ceased in November 1940. It then went on to castigate what it called the 
Leddy Regime in not providing fac ilities for the study of social and economic ques- 
tions but instead inflicting on internees a ‘surfeit of German Victory dope’. It then 
referred to the arrival of Neil Goold in May 1941, ‘a trained Marxian communist, 
who, it inferred, suborned members of Oglaigh na h-Eireann into a policy of support 
for the war effort of the United Nations. The Council - meaning the Pearse Kelly 
Council- sought discussion with the group, but, ev idently failing to have them agree 
on a Republican soc ial and economic programme, it endeavoured instead to set out 
in a document the arguments put forward by them; proceeding, then to counter 


them 
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l. The war forced upon the Soviet Union has changed the « 
of this strugele 
We, Republicans, should therefore stand behind Britain 


3. As German fascism is now the prime enemy; it is only through its 


downfall that Republicans can aspire to the creation of a regime 

based upon the 1934 programme 

і. Any attempt at revolt now will play into the hands of native 

British fascists 

On those grounds the group condemned the Northern ca npaign (which, by 
September 1942, had commenced) 

The document then proceeded to give ‘the Republican case against this mis- 
guided line of policy’. It followed with an onslaught on British Imperialism, show- 
ing links between it and German fa m; at the same time declaring sympathy with 
Germany, post-Versailles, the ground of the harshness of that Treaty. It quotes 
remarks from James Connolly sy mpathetic to Germany, at the commencement of the 
1914 war 

At this point the document admitted that ‘the attack by Germany on the Soviet 
Union was a particularly unfortunate development’. It proceeded to give critical 
praise to the system and lauded ‘their epic and mighty defence’, while reminding us 
of Stalin's non-aggression pact ‘with the monster fascism’. However Stalin was 
nationally minded enough to put the interests of the Russian people first, “which is 
what we must do’. It refers to the Allies co-operation with French fascists in North 
Africa, and returns to Churchill ‘the arch imperialist’ who sought in 1919 to over- 
throw the vik revolution. So far so good 

We ome to our main purpose’ which is to show that the struggle of 


Oglaigh na h-Eireann is in accord with all who strove for Irish freedom in past cen 


turies. The document then proceeded with copious references from Shane O'Neill, 
Geoffrey ating, Dean , Wolfe Tone, Davis. Lalor, Mitchell, Pearse, Connolly 


and Lenin. ‘Our main purpose in quoting Lenin’ is to show that it is t luty of sub- 


ject nations to break free from the bondage of imperialism and « alism, and 'in 


this way to contribute to the whole world struggle'. This is followed by further sup- 


portive quotations from Connolly, Tone's manifesto and James Fintan Lalor 

We are told that Ireland is part of the world and that we cannot cut ourselves off; 
evidently quoting an argument put forward by th group. That was dismissed as a 
vague generalisation. It would be futile, it said, to abandon our struggle because of 
a vague internationalism dependent upon hypothetical future situations'. A hefty 
denunciation of British Imperialism followed, concluding with th« prayer that ‘if 
Ireland's only enemy is weakened in this titanic struggle, then it is our business to 
seize that opportunity and, with God's help, smash England's grip on our island 
nation'. It closed that section declaring that Council was ‘very definitely behind 


the Army leadership in the present policy of attempting 


the people 

'ainst their imperialist masters’. It continued by relating details of the outbreaks 
around Belfast, which would date this document about Noveml 
There followed a short quotation from the 1932 Address of th 


Irder. It averred that the LR.A had rx 
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| belligerent (meaning p: ably, Germany), but it declared its support for those 
who would seek aid in the shap« weapons of warfa whether ‘they be from 
Birmingham, Berlin or the banks of t Volga; we will use them 
AN OBIECTIVES 
set out in its constitution. It 


1 


declare isted, and that, by virtue 


1938, the Army ) il was now the Provisional 


stations, to summarise over a number о 


iffirmed by the Army Council in 1942), a 


revolutionary way, 
furthered as follows 


they were not in con 
ple and shall be 


be distributed 
ion and the landlord system shall be swept away 
ho comply with the reasonal le requirements of the 
inteed security of tenure 
urplus at a guaranteed price 


tions shall be promoted and financed by th« 


‚4 to the distributing and marketing institutions who 


tion and distribution 


broke off to quote in support J.! Lalor, and 


Standish 
Our p free Ireland in which the entire soil of Ireland 
belongs to th« tire people of Ireland, to be held and used in the best interests of 
the community 

Payment of g nd rent and other forms of rent would eventually ceast 

For the sal iericultural produce the ‘tortuous string of middle men' would 


be eliminated. Afforestation, drainage and reclamation would be advanced, while 
rural life itself would be enhanced 
9. Credit would be made available for the creation of a manufacturing industry 


responsible for their operation under State control, and 


the worker 
with full wage and employment security 
ganisations shall be coordinated with the distributive 


hat the national requirements will have first call on pro 


duction 
11. Inland and deep sea fisheries shall be controlled by the state. It notes that this 


would ensure the more wide spread use of fish in the nation's diet 


12. The State sh stablish a monopoly in banking and in the creation and issuing 


of credit and currency. A long note follows setting out why this required to be done 
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3. Exports and imports shall be controlled by the State 
1. An Irish mercantile marine shall be established 
5. Overseas and coastal trade shall, as far as possible, be carried out by the State 


Sir 


Mercantile Board. A historical note then followed drawing upon everyone from 
Thomas Molyneux of 1731 onwards, justifying the need to control our own fleet 


6. Railways, canals, airways, and all forms of public transport, shall be operat 


ed by a body set up by the National Economics Council 


All forms of Insurance shall be a State monopoly. It was clear that this would 
include health and social welfare insurance 

18. After a date to be fixed, the building of houses for sale or for rent would be 
declared illegal. Future demand required that this be adequately met by a proper 
National Plan 

19. Education would be free, compulsory and along vocational lines. It is all 
important that our system of education should be suitable and practical in every 
respect; spiritual tional, cultural and material 

[his summary of the 19 points of the Programme concluded that it would 

t would enable 

us to examine the many problems that will confront us in a free Ireland 

A paragraph then followed asserting that the only organisation worthy of 
unstinted support was Oglaigh na h-Eireann, ‘because we are adamant in the pur- 
suit of our great goal, the abolition of foreign and domestic tyranny and the estab- 
lishment of a democratic Republic 

The document then arrived at what evidently was its main purpose; to set up a 
committee and to formulate a scheme of training and study of essential subjects. It 
then diverged to a degree, by recommending that Volunteers should study and 
analvse the writings of Tone, Lalor, Davis. Mitchell, Pearse, Connolly, MacSwiney 
and Mellows, ‘to mention but a few’. They should have a good knowledge of Irish 
history, and be conversant with the Secret Manifesto of the United Irishmen, Emmet's 
Manifesto, Objectives of the Fenian Brotherhood, the Programme of Connolly's Irish 
Socialist Republican Party, the Constitution of the Irish Citizen Army, Pearse's ora- 
tions, the Proclamation of 1916, the Declaration of Independence 1919, the Message 
to the Free Nations of the World, and the Democratic Programme of the First Dáil 

"Without the preliminary study we have above indicated in a general way, it is 
easy to loose all sense of proportion when studying the writings and teachings of 
those outside our country who had no intimate knowledge of Irish life and charac 
ter and conditions here, and who, while possibly reliable guides in their own coun- 
try, or even in countries which accept their philosophy of life, do not constitute the 
best and most reliable guides in many aspects of Irish affairs 

The above quotation in the concluding pages of the document clarifies for us one 
of its purposes, namely to demonstrate the error in the ways of the Connolly Group. 
Most of them had a superficial knowledge only of the recent history of Ireland it infers, 
while at the same time the authors of this document would allege that only the most 
attractive aspects of communism were being placed before them. While agreeing, that 
svstems abroad should be looked at, the document held (and strongly emphasised) 
‘our programme must be suited to Irish needs and in keeping with Irish tradition 
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We should not be blind to spiritual values; a nation has a spiritual as well as a mate 
rial inheritance. Our cultural life (meaning the soul of the nation) must be restored, 
while for the body, there must be good housing, clothing, drainage, afforestation and 
all of these things. As in the Proclamation, we too place our cause under the protection 
of the Most High God’. Those in our own day who question the religious essence oí De 
Valera’s 1937 Constitution might pause and take notice how close, in at least one 
respect, these Republican internees of 1942. were to his way of thinking. One should 
add that such religious motivation was perfe tly normal for the age that was then in it 

At this st midway through World War 2, the compilers resigned themselves 
to accept that ‘we ar here for the duration', and that 'future activities' should be 
developed for the post-war period. It may be interposed here that in the post-wai 
period, for many practic al reasons (apart from the upsurge of € lann na Poblachta) 
there was no worthwhile follow-up Republican political development until we 


come to the Eire Nua programme ol 1971 
{ 


It proceeded then o dwell hopefully upon the ‘revolutionary situation’ that might 
exist post-war in Ireland, and of course there was no such thing except for the short 
lived political flare-up of ( lann na Poblachta. But, undeterred, it looked forward 
hopefully to men leaving the Camp and becoming ‘revolutionary leaders’ who would 
rally the mass of the people to throw off the foreign yoke and undo the conquest 

The document then announced that henceforth all social and economic questions 
would be related to the Governmental Programme о! 1934, while ideas at variance 
with that programme would not be permitted at their classes. Note that that would 
not inhibit the discussion of other philosophys outside of the classes, but these 
should not ‘propound a line of policy’ for internees 

The document then apologised for not presenting the case in even greater detail 
but declared that it was the duty of all claiming membership of Oglaigh na h-Eire- 
ann to accept and support it. It then quoted a recent Army Order calling for the moral 
support of all prisoners and requesting all volunteers to strive for unity and co-operation 

(This Army order, if it existed, fell upon deaf ears so far as the Leddy side of the 
Camp was ‹ oncerned 

In conformity with that Order the Camp Council have hereby set out the objects, 
policy and programme of the Army in order that they may be the root and founda 
tion of our activities here’. They then proceeded to congratulate the men on the 
strides the Irish language had made in the Camp over the last 18 months 'despite the 
discontent and friction that unfortunately existed’. A mild reproof was extended to 
those internees who had not seized the opportunity to acquire Irish. The document 
concluded by stating that the compliers had now dis harged their ‘compelling duty’ 
if there was to be harmony, progress and disc ipline in the Camp. ‘Dare we hope that 
the response will be universal and unanimous? We dare but the final answer lies 
with each one of you who reads this 

From that, one presumes that numbers of coptes 0] the document were made and that they 
were passed ( r whatever number wished to read it (assuming that at this 
time, late about 200 men on the Leddy side, who would not be read- 


ing i) 
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Ihe document, like much of the earlier socialist thinking of the Movement of the 
early thirties, would w be somewhat dated; many of its aspirations having been 
fulfilled. It commences ey nearly all do, with the premis the state can do 
no wrong, hence we must place ourselves in its charge. What nonsense. The state in 
our time we can see has done much economic and social wrong. It is wrong headed, 


inefficient and corrupt; It has surrendered basic rights to the European Union, 
I o і 


notably the ‘Irish Box’ wherein lies а wealth of fishery rights. It has needlessly accu 
mulated a mountain of debt, £35 billion or thereabouts, consuming in servicing 
(2 5 billion annually iving us materially the most impoverished nation in Western 
Europe 

And finally, its system has created 270,000 long term une mployed whom it has 
made unemployable, but they remain a pool of support at election time for profess- 
ing socialists. It is noteworthy that the document calls only for a democratic 


Republic and not a democratic socialist republic 


Note: The 1934 Government Programme of the I.R.A had been deba rnally in 1932 
as the Manus O’Rourke document. Who is Manus O'Rourke, asked Магу MacSw y rhetori 


cally, piqued that An Phoblacht published it while giving almost 


Constitution of the Irish lic unveiled for her by Sinn Féin in January 1 *. (That 


Constitution would alarm all of Irel s current liberals, although, tis said, that Mr. De Valera 
did more than glance at it in the formulation of 

The document was adopted by an Army convention in 1933 and published in February 
1934. Predictably it brought a storm of criticism from the Bishop of Waterford, Dr. Kinnane 
then the I , il critic tracking the LR. A 


of Mary MacSwiney 
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KIT CONWAY 


the LAD FROM 
BURNCOURT: 


In a footnote to the account of Bob Bradshaw on page 427 we remarked that Kit 
I 


Conwav was a man who deserved a book to himself and that, needless to say, is an 
understatement when one studies Conway's short and colourful career. Bradshaw 
brings him momentarily alive as an LR.A training officer in a havfield about 1934 near 
Portmarnock; the respect acc orded to him and his way with people. There are refer 
ences too in the accounts by Michael O'Riordan and Jim Savage, and indeed this writer 
can from a dim and distant past in the I dublin Battalion around 1938, when of course 
Conwav was dead, recall allusions to him by volunteers like Jimmy Poole; allusions of 
such warmth that one felt they were speaking of a Dubliner who was still in circulation. 

Kit Conwav was born about 1897 near the small village of Burncourt, Co. 
Пррегагу, half way between ¢ ahir and Mitchelstown, and just off the main road 
Burncourt lies in that wide valley between the Galtees and Knockmealdown 
Mountains in which also is situated the small town of Clogheen. It is said that it was 
in the poorhouse of Clogheen that, as an orphan, he was reared until the age of 14 
At that age, as was common in rural Ireland, he was hired to a local farmer at a wage 
of around two shillings a week, his keep and an occasional suit of clothes. (Much of 
this information derives from an account by Sean Ua Cearnaigh in Irish Democrat of 
Februarv 1987. Sean states that his father two years senior to Kit, was a close friend 
and gave Sean much of the account that he retailed) 

As that story goes, Kit was largely self taught, highly intelligent and articulate; 
humourous and with a generous capacity for friendship. In Tipperary he was 
known as Christy; the name Kit dates from his later Dublin days 

From a sense of adventure or to escape an unrewarding life he joined the colours 
at the military barracks in Kilworth in 1915, but instantly regretting it, he feigned 
attacks of insanity so forcefully that, after a few weeks, he was discharged 

Came the Tan struggle, Kit participated in D. Company of the 6th. Battalion, Third 
Пррегагу Brigade, moving over quickly to the more hectic flying column of Dinny 
Lacey, thereafter participating in a wide range of actions With the onset of the Truce in 
July 1921 Kit, penniless, reverted to farm working, but when the new state emerged six 
months later, Kit once more adventure bound, joined its army. With the growing ten- 
sions between the Beggar's Bush troops and the LR.A, it was а shock to the men around 
Clonmel to find Kit sporting the green uniform. But sport it he did, and fought too, for 
its first few weeks, in the Civil War; yet quickly disillusioned, he deserted and escaped 
into the cover of Dublin. There, in its closing months, it would appear that he took up 
the cudgels again, this time on the side of the LR.A, but of any actions he took part in, 


we have no account 


It appea that he es ip t weeping internr 
and still I 
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ars of labouring in 


ymplex social make up 
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vement 
Disillusionm 
instantly be ст‹ 
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[here will 
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go, and the story of his going is ably told by O'Riordan in his ( 


history of 
irises it, Kit commanded 
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1928 when he 


inner Dublin would 
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32, when 
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iblican 
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or should they 
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1 detachment in Co 


gement 


ipital from the 


19 Irishmen fell, including Eamon McGrotty 


and 


le him on the 


rifle spins out of 


were his last words as he was 


[here are three 


in Conor 


His summary on pages 165 and 168 reflects the 
^member him, as 


irnock, drilling his 


men, calling them to attention, then walking over to the women and girls for a chat 


ik 


and a laugh, only to return again to slump upon a bank, drawing lazily upon a cig 


arette in the sun 
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FATHER JOHN 
FAHY: 

ive of Kilnadeema, Loughrea, Co. Galway, being born 
there about 1892. He was ordained in 1916, following which he spent four years 
until 1920, on what was called the Scottish mission. Touched, possibly by Tan wat 


happenings, such as he killing near Barna of Fr. Michael Griffin in November 1920 


and by a f1 ip he developed with Peadar O'Donnell in the late twenties, he 
was note d bri V \ Phoblacht of March 1929 involved in local land agitahion 
when he can ; the rescue, while curate at Ballyaun, outside Loughrea of a widow 
woman about to be deprived of cattle on foot of a land annuity claim. Outside, help 
ing to clear a graveyard үе time; he led a charge upon the bailiff driving the thre 
ows, and soon hi spirited away safely to another farm t did not end there 
for Fr. John; he suffered six weeks imprisonment in the jail of Galway (where the 
Cathedral пом stands) ind was transferred by Bishop Duignan to a thatched house 

кеп.* During the course of this campaign he wrote а play on the land war 
of the eighties; he compik d also an amusing Catechism of the Dispossessed, with a 
question and answer series; / lid Eneland establish her claim on Ireland? By robbery 


What is a bailiff? A bailiff is a land robber’s assistant; and so on in great style 


ҮП 15 a ut 


[his agitation was, most prol ably, linked to a group then known as the Irish 


Working Framers, cobbled together about that time by Peadar O'Donnell. They 
held a ‘congress’ on March 23, 1930, in G ilwav, sending greetings on the occasion 
to the European Congress of Peasants and Working Farmers in Berlin 
On numbers being arrested charged with obstruction and brought before the 
Militarv Tribunal; they ‘ratted’, as Maurice Twomey expressed it to this writer In 
those circumstances, says Twomey, O'Donnell would merely shrug his shoulders 
he organisatior ver continued militant forms of activity in < lare, Galway, 
Wexford and Carlow into 1931, by which time non-payment of Annuities had 
become widespread 

About this time Fr. Fahy had accompanied O'Donnell to Achill, West Donegal 
and other trouble spots The organisation meanw hile was reported, on July 4, in. An 
Phoblacht, assembling in Limerick on a Saturdav, and in Galway on a Sunday, where, 
according to O'Donnell, they would transfer 'the fight against landlordism, banks 


} 


he most active fighters in the campaign; namely the І.К.А. In 


and combines to t 
October 1931, along with 11 other organisations, the Irish. Working Farmers 
Committee, was declared illegal under Article 2 A of the Constitution. Ultimately of 
course, Fianna Fáil's halving of the annuity the following year, took the little heat 
there was in this campaign out of It, and the illegality rescript itself was lifted 
Revolutions, as some have experienced, cannot be founded upon a complaint that a 
clause in the next budget will fix, and governments are quite ‹ vnical at fixing. 


* The full story is told in colourful style in Peadar O'Donnell's, There will be 


Another Day 
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We do not hear of Fahy again until 1959 when he was reported involved in 


land agitation at Lusnagh, in Offaly, near where he then officiated ^s a result of that 
he was suspended, but offered a curacy elsewhere. It mav have been at that time or 
earlier that he was linked to Lia Fáil, a minor, and evidently short-lived political 

А 


ganisation (Lia Fail being the coronation stone from Tara; said now to be at 


stminster Abbey. The Scots also claim it). He had brought out a small newspaper, 


of which there were nine issues. Shortly after this, he submitted to Dr. Philbin 


whereupon he was appointed curate to Abbey, a rural hinterland near Loughrea 


In the sixties, on his retirement, he moved to the neighbourhood of Ballybrittas, 


to the gate lodge of the ruined mansion of Bellegrove which had been the home of 


Robin Adair (of Glenveigh ill-fame), a token that may have given him some satis- 
could not find his trousers in which was his wallet, but he did leave the then con 
siderable sum of five pounds with Bill Hyland. Ned continued to carry out occa- 
sional repairs for him on the lodge, while Fr. Fahy would sometimes join him at his 
home in nearby Cay 

^t last, feeling in need of some care, Ned drove him to Co. Limerick, to inspect 


»pakeel for lunch 


a home for retired priests. An old priest sat upon a seat outside. Dri 


Fahy, unimpressed and retracing his steps; they are not getting my money. Some time 
} 


afterwards, he bought a small house in Mountmellick, with a mobile home in the 


garden. Fr. John moved in, engaging Ned to repair a rere porch, but very shortly 


afterwards he entered the local hospital where he died about 1968, and was buried 
in his native place in Co. Galway 

A friend described Fr. John in his hey day as, of somewhat excitable disposition, 
but quite wonderful with his stories after dinner. In all other subjects he was very 
much an orthodox Catholic priest, with a special devotion to the Eucharist upon 


which he had written a work 


Appendix 


THE FLEMINGS: 
PADDY, JIM and 
DAVID of 
KILLARNEY: 


(Compiled by a family 
admirer) 


Paddy Fleming's involvement came after the Civil War when he was employed 
in the Mental Hospital in Killarney where he was instrumental in having staff join 
the Transport and Gener 11 Workers’ Union. He subsequently lost his employment in 
the mental hospital because of his republican involvement. He was then organising 
the bombing campaign in I ngland where he used the name of Patrick Walker. He 
was later interned in the Isle of Man: he had been picked up in September 1939 and 
interned. He had no complaint however about his sojourn in the Isle of Man where 
among others, he met Kim Philby’s father who was interned there with Sir Oswald 
Mosley. He was impressed with Philby’s father who told him that he was there 
because it was known that he did not want Britain to get involved in the European 
war: he felt that Britain should concentrate on the middle east, an area on which 
Philby was expert. Paddy said he had political discussions with him and was 
impressed by the calibre of the man and his intellect. Paddy did attempt to escape 
from the Isle of Man with another prisoner named Walsh from Listowel. They took 
a boat from a local farmer and were nearly in Dublin Bay when they were caught by 
the navy and handed back to the authorities. 

Paddy worked for Bord na gCon upon his release; prior to that he had experi 
ence with the grevhound industry having been employed in Shelbourne Road and 
Harolds Cross tracks as a steward 

Paddy was involved in a peripheral way with the Clann na Poblachta organisa- 
tion in south Kerry in 1948. He was also involved in the Mallon and Talbot reprieve 
efforts in the late 1950's. He was a close friend of Cathal Goulding and, philosophi 
cally anvway, he seemed to go along with him in the 1969 split. He was also linked 
to the Port and Docks Workers’ Union. At the end of his days he seemed to have 
accepted the Worker Party's line on the Northern situation. He was living on Strand 
Road, Sandvmount at this time until his death in 1983. He had married Eileen 
l'ubbert, long time private secretary to Tim Pat Coogan, then of the Irish Press 
Paddy was described as a very political person; a Republican in the Wolfe Tone 


tradition: he was a non-practising Catholic, demonstrating that by his refusal of the 
last sacraments when he was dving in the Mater Hospital. He regarded the Roman 


Catholic Church as ‘an adjunct to world imperialism 
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was well 


life-long Rep 


Jimmy came to Dublin i 


to be an excellent tradesman 


He did not have any further involvement in politics after his relea from the 
I 


Curragh; the ро ү, he considered being no longer 
from Minish outside Killarney led Nora Lynch: sharing 
with € 
David Fleming: He was born around 1920, the youngest 
brothers: Nellie, a sister who was a teacher, residing around Kill 
here were three other sisters Breda, Maggie and Maisie 
academic in school where | 
considerec 
been left wing in his politics. His and Paddy's 
ilthough they were different in ten perament. David was 
posing as a carpenter ¢ 
uprising was 
It did not seem an intelligent move to send him to Belfast si he came from a 


very Republican famil 


y in Kerry, but he probably volunteered. He survived for a 
few months only before being arrested. His arrest came when h und himself at 
the top of a stairway firing down at raiding R.U.C. He had been a crack shot, hav 
ing had plenty of practice in Kerry 

[he raid urred a week after the hanging of Tom Williams, on September 10, 
in the H.Q of the Publicity Bureau of the Northern Command. The Protestant editor 
of Republican N John Graham, and the owner Sean Dynan were 

e time 

Arrested and charged, h uted at the judge, that ‘Stormont was ballot proof 
but not bullet proof’. After his release as a result of a series of prolonged hunger 
strikes, he spent a period ir hospital and did not return to Killarney until 1960. He 
had suffered greatly from headaches and depression. When he left Crumlin Road 
Prison he was around six stone in weight, but he regained reasonable health even 
tually, although known to have been badly beaten in jail due to his refusal to con 
form. He was buried in his native Killarney in June 1961 

Ihe Flemings were connected by marriage with the illivans' from 
Knocknahoe, Killarney. Tom O'Sullivan, Jack and Redmond were in the Curragh 


Redmond died in КШагт he had been Chairman of Kerry County Council a num 
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ber of times. Tom died 12 years ago and Jack is dead about 19 years. Jack was appre- 
hended in Killarney in 1938 by a policeman called Kelly for paintir 


upon he [ 


ig slogans where- 
soured the bucket of paint over Garda Kelly's head, get 


jail for the action. He was 
arrested, he was 
the O'Rahillys 


g five years in 
in Portlaoise then, and upon release when he was re 
interned in the Curragh. Through their mother they 


were linked to 
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CON LEHAN 


Con Lehane remained an Irish Republican right until his death in September 
1983. And although seemingly out of the LR.A after April 1938 he continued in a 
pivotal position as an intelligence officer for six years subsequently, observing life 
from his solicitor’s window overlooking the Liffey at Ormonde Quav. (Confirmed 
by Joe Clarke and Gearóid О Mongain) 

Con Lehane was born in Belfast in 1912 but the family transferred to Dublin in 
the pogroms, and he was educated at Synge Street C.B.S and in U.C.D in Earlsfort 
Terrace. Active in Conradh, the Gaelic League, in 1934 with оет Republicans, he 
helped to stage an electoral putsch, taking over the entire Coiste Gnotha of the organ 
isation 

He joined the LR.A 7 and was jailed on three occasions. In March 1935, fol 
lowing a more active role in the Dublin bus and tram strike, Lehane was among 43 
LR.A and Republican Congress men arrested. There were a hundred Republicans in 
jail then although there was less than a dozen in Belfast. Most Broy Harriers, Conoi 
Foley remarks, had by this time in their pursuit of Republicans, adopted the hard- 
ened outlook of their police colleagues, while detectives retired from the Cosgrave 
regime were being drafted back into service to prosecute the clamp down. Con was 
a member of the Army Council at this time. Roped in with Leo Burdock, Tom 
Farrington, Pat McElroy, Tom Merrigan, Donal O'Donoghue (editor of An Phoblacht), 
Jimmy Hannigan. Andy Walsh, John Farrington, Joe Henley, Sean Brunswick, Jim 
Cole, Michael Neary and Laurence Carwood; all resident in Dublin, but not of 
Dublin: Dick Batterberrv was Waterford city. And there was also John Nalty, Bill 
Scott and Mick Kelly. Tom Barry soon joined them 

Con was O.C then in Arbour Hill during a prolonged period of hardship and 
silence which lasted many months until Sean Glynn was found hanging in 
September 1936. Having served eighteen months, a substantial sentence at that time, 
he appeared at the big protest meeting in Beresford Place, Dublin, in May 1937, fol- 
lowing the abdication of King Edward VIII 

It was attacked by police and Broys, and in the méleé practically every well 
known Republican of that period from Barry to Frank Ryan (home on leave) suf- 
fered baton blows. That storv is footnoted under Frank Edwards in Survivors and 
told again in this work. In 1937 Con ‘my husband's greatest friend’, was best man at 
the wedding of Sheila Humpheries to Donal O'Donoghue; ex І.К.А (can one ever be 
ex), ex An Phoblacht editor 1934/36, and former Army Council member. 

After the packed April 1938 Convention many stepped aside and Con himself 
appeared also to do that. That the Free State authorities did not entirely believe it 
was shown when he was among 70 rounded up at the commencement of World War 


Iwo in September 1939. Con was among those then placed in A rbour Hill. By this 
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Fianna Fail, a party which ( himsel 
before. Such political zeal as lann engendered ha 
For a while it 1ed as though the young party could 


fighting upon an old register that excluded everyone under 26 years they ended up 


with ten seats. Yet ten now for a new party would be thought a mira [he spirit 


sparkling in the air, only to be lost in the sad tactical mis 

vernment, which Con was dead set agai But fatefully 

on a February night її 18, it was carried and with it г it of may and dis 
couragement enveloped tl of t he d to support 

Con kept a і reargua iction in Leinster House and ; | councillor in 

Dublin's City Hall. But ind more he moved away to the urtroom and back 


upon the stage. Later still he campaigned against America's war in Vie He was 
[ , 


survived by solicitor son Donnchadh, and daughters Maire 


Con Lehane is listed five times in Т.Р. Coogan's I.R.A; twice i ^ 


and four times in Bowyer Bell; six times in Sea ronin's 


points being already covered abov« 


Apart from Sean MacBride, Con was associated in the ear 


career with Ernest M. Wood and with Alex Lynn, another 


Republican of int 
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ROGER McHUGH 


Roger McHug ssor of Anglo-Irish literature, a genuine Dubliner and tem 


perate Republican s born in July 1908 and passed aw in January 1987. He 
it Earlsfort Terrace, Dublin in 1928 and 1930, and 


received h ( ree В.А an i al 


in 1947 a Ph.D degree. Roger did a stint as Mellon Professor in Pittsburg in 1968, and 


visiting professor in England, Scandinavia, Iceland 
ind avw gl he wrote 


Abbey Theatre і Books included 


51 and Ah, Sweet 
Dancer, 19 | ntributed extensively t sh and overseas journals. In 1967 he 


became a professor of Anglo-lrish literature and drama. Earlier, in the late fortie 


dismayed ; indards upon the Abbey stage, he mounted a protest there 


is a result of whk rnest Blythe banned him from attending. During the tail end 


of the Clann na Pot ta influence on government he was a Seanad member from 
1954 to 1957 T 54 to 1972 he acted upon the Senate of the National University 
In the ( eriod of his life Roger was close to many of the Dublin 


Republicans whom gravitated towards Clann Poblachta later; Jack 


Bradv, who like Roger was interned in the Curragh, Con Lehane, Sean MacBride; 


was behind a short lived effort at politics in the 


but earlier in the spring of 1940 he 
form of Coras na Poblachta. The principals of that Mansion House meeting wer 
Simon Donnelly, Sean Fitzpatrick Con Lehane, Sean Gibbons, Tom O'Rourke, Sean 
Dowling, Col. Roger McCorley, Frank Thornton, Capt. Martin Bell and Pete: 


| 


O'Connor*. Old LR.A men they came from both sides of the divide 


Introduced in mid-February 1941 with a simple two inch single column adver 


tisement it proceeded 


Whither Ireland 

PUBLIC MEETING 

The Mansion House 
Iomorrow 8 p n 

he speakers will inc lude 
Sean Dowling 

Helena Molone y 
Michael O Mullane 

Roger McHugh 

Con Lehane 

Hugh O'Neill 

Coras na Poblachta 
In the circumstances of the Emergency and continuing mass internment Coras 


proceeded no further. Six months previously Roger had a ted as master of cere- 


monies at a Terence MacSwiney commemoration lecture given in the Workers' Hall 


on Eden Quay, Dublin, delivered by Sinn Féin president Margaret Buckley on 24, 


874 Appendix 


October 1939. J. J. O'Kelly (Sceilg) presided, and ‘items were provided’ by the 
Brugha sisters, Séamus and Maire Ni Thuma, Paddy Kenna, Sean and Miss 
Fitzpatrick 

His cottage in Glencree was used by Sean McCaughey and his comrades for a 
short while early in July 1941 to incarcerate Stephen Hayes; Larry de Lacy being 
there also ‘by invitation’, but beginning to suspect the worst. Looking down from a 
not very high window de Lacy noted birds alighting upon the grass. From that he 
knew there was no sentry patrolling outside. He quickly dropped from the window 
and made off. Alarmed by his escape and realising the consequences, McCaughey, 
Rice and Burke marched the obese Hayes in the darkness through Rathfarnham into 
Castlewood Park, Rathmines 

Seamus O'Donovan and Roger were close friends, more upon the literary side 
than the political side, and this is alluded to in Bob Bradshaw's account where he 
also touches upon the friendships between these men and Jack Brady who had been 
interned from day one. Following the escape of Stephen Hayes on September 8, 
1941, the government no longer needing to conceal their informer arrested the two, 
clapping them in the Curragh where unity of a sort still prevailed, only the Cork hut 
C.1 being ostracised. It is not possible to say how these two mature and experienced 
men viewed ostracisation; neither of them had any influence with the Leddy coun- 
cil, and O'Donovan anyway spent his time transmitting ‘secret’ messages and for- 
mulating plans of escape” 

Sometime late in 1944 they were separately released and they each resumed their 
careers; Roger in the university in Earlsfort Terrace, and Seamus with the E.S.B in 
Lower Fitzwilliam Street 

Roger quickly commenced his writing again, his public appearances and his 
talks. In January 1947 he acted upon the Henry White Defence Fund, the other mem- 
bers being: Charlie McGlade, Ben Doyle, Rüaidhrí О Driscoeoil, (Cathaoirleach) May 
Laverty, Mary Nelson (Hon.Sec.) Madge Daly, Madame MacBride, Mrs. Buckley, 
Bean Cathal Brugha, Bean Aibhistin de Staic, Bean Tomás MacCurtain, Mrs 
O'Hagan (Dundalk), Maurice Twomey, James Killeen, Joe Clarke, Domhnall O 
Donnchadha, Charlie Reynolds (Tuam) Seamus Ryan (Strokestown), Clr D.] 
O'Driscoll (Carrick-on-Suir), Patrick McLogan (Portlaoise), John Joe Sheehy (Tralee), 
Their names still ring like a Who’s Who of the Movement of 50 years ago 

About this time also he threw his weight behind the new white hope political 


party of Clann na Poblachta, remaining closely attached to it throughout its ten year 


lifetime. 


*See Harry, page 92 
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FOOTNOTE ON 
THE DEATH OF 
PADRAIG MAC 
LOGAN, 


ex-M.P: 


Padraig Mac Logan was found shot dead in the rear garden of his bungalow 
home, Sarsfield, Herbert Road, Blanchardstown, Co. Dublin, on July 21, 1964, after 
Sergeant Stephen Corry had failed to gain entry at his front door 

His wife was not at home, when this daytime accident occurred, having been 
confined to hospital some time before and for some time after. As a result her name 
did not appear in the inquest reports in the three I "ublin daily newspapers of July 
30. They were childless 

Pádraig Mac Logan had a long and courageous career in the Movement having 
joined the Irish Volunteers in Co. Armagh in 1914 at the age of 17. He was on hunger 
strike with Thomas Ashe and others in Mountjoy in September 1917. He was then 
attached to H.Q Northern Division LR.A, being officer in charge of north Antrim, 


and operating an active service unit in north Down, resulting in his being impris 


oned in Crumlin Road, Belfast 


He fought on the Republican side in the Civil War and was interned in 
Newbridge. He was later elected 1933-1938, abstentionist M.P for South Armagh 
ile being active in Army leadership at the same time, and was area officer for the 
idland counties of Kildare, Laois, Offaly and north Tipperary. He disagreed on ta 

al grounds in 1938 with Russell's Campaign proposals, and, like many more, 
'tired at that time to the sidelines. Meanwhile from 1923 until 1958, he owned and 
managed a licensed premises in the town of Portlaoise 

Interned in the Curragh in 1940; always looking a pale and sickly man, he was 


leased on health grounds late іп 1941 
In 1950 he succeeded Mrs. Margaret Buckley as president of Sinn Féin, remain- 

ing thereafter as President (with one short break) until June 1962; coinciding with 
the end of what became known as the Fifties Campaign 

He had encouraged the preparations for that Campaign prior to December 1956, 
remaining with Tony Magan and others until interned, with the entire Ard 
Comhairle of Sinn Féin - Mrs. Buckley excepted - in July 1957. About August 1958 
he was released from the Curragh on health grounds 

As President of Sinn Féin and Chairman of the Army Executive he knew very lit- 
tle of the military preparations, and was unaware until the night before of the 


intended raid on Gough Barracks, Armagh, on June 12, 1954. ‘I hope you don't loose 
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a butt of it’ was his only comment. Although Tony Magan and himself were fre- 
quently coupled together, they were not particularly close 

Mac Logan had been associated with the National Graves Association in 
Portlaoise, and upon the termination of the Campaign early in 1962, and his resig- 
nation as President, it was thought by some that he actively resumed with the N.G.A 
in Dublin, but that does not appear to be so as Tess Ni Cearnaigh of the Association 
confirms that he was not a member of their committee. He was however an avid 
reader and collector of books, and in many other ways through his circle of friends, 
maintained an interest and a link with the older members of the Movement. He 
would not have agreed with the voluntary disarming and ‘politicisation’ of the I.R.A 
- the trend towards the Workers’ Party - that was occurring at this time. Ruairi O 
Brádaigh speaks highly of him; ‘utterly dedicated; the Tom Clarke of the 
Movement’, he says. Ice cold in contention was Bowyer Bell's assessment. He had 
enemies, even within the Movement there were people who could not stand him; or 
Magan. By their rigorous approach they aroused hostility, but it is this writer's opin- 
ion that, now retired and aged 67, no one would bother to kill him. 

Few people would be aware that Mac Logan was an expert armourer, with a col- 
lection of guns, especially shorts, concealed in various places, but which he over- 
hauled and attended to with care. It was one of these which was found by his side, 
with his right temple shot through, lying upon the garden path. A Walther 9 m m 
pistol and a spent cartridge lay nearby. Dr. J. O'Gorman gave medical evidence that 
death resulted from fracture of the skull and laceration of the brain, and would have 
been instantaneous. A piece of wood had been chipped from a doorway leading 
from a scullery out of which he had emerged. It is a fair assumption that, in descend- 
ing steps, an accident had occurred 

Sergeant Corry partly confirmed this in his evidence by observing that 'steps 
leading from the doorway could have been difficult to negotiate'. Con Lehane, solic- 
itor, appeared to agree, suggesting that he may have tripped upon the steps, and 
that familiarity with weaponry may have bred contempt. 

lack Guiney of Dunboyne, a former internee, and close friend, who had been 
with him two days before, confirmed that he was in good health and had no domes- 
tic worries. He had known him for 22 years. ‘He took a great interest in small 
weapons, and was often seen repairing them" 

Det. Sergt. Thomas O'Connor of the Ballistics Bureau said that the cartridge case, 


in his opinion, had come from the Walther pistol, but the bullet was so damaged 


(striking the door frame?) that it could not be positively identified as having been 
discharged from that gun 

Dr. J. P Brennan, Coroner, returned a verdict that death was self inflicted, but 
with a strong likelihood that it was inflicted accidently. 

Expressing sympathy, he added that he had known Mr. Mac Logan and had been 
associated with him in political activity*. ‘I knew him very well and all the time that 
I did know him I never found him to be other than a normal and sensible man' 


* Reference to the short lived Cumann Poblachta na h-Eireann of 1936, touched upon 
I 


elsewhere 
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Earlier, Sergt. Corry had stated that foul play was not 


There had been some rumblings that Mac Logan may have been the victim of a 


suspec ted 


person later prominent in the Workers’ Party. That can be ruled out. Equally so sui- 


cide; already largely ruled out by the inquest verdict, and by those taking part, Con 
1 Jack Guiney. Needless to add that was the view of M. Ni Cearnaigh and 


Lehane anc 
c Logan’s death was not suicide; it was the result of 


Ruairi О Brádaigh. Р; Ма 


a gun accident 
It is of interest that around these days what became known as the Divis Street 


Riots, being the attacks of Belfast nationalist minded youngsters upon the R.U. 


were in full swing 
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JAMES L. 
(SEAMUS) 
O'DONOVAN 


Any summary of Jim O'Donovan has to commence with the appreciation writ- 
ten at the time of his death (1979) by his friend and fellow nationalist Aodhagan 
O'Rahilly*. ‘james L. O'Donovan was the last survivor of the staff of Michael Collins 
from the start of the War of Independence until the Treaty split in January 1922 
[here were 12 in all. Their portraits, as painted by Leo Whelan, can be seen in the 
Hugh Lane Municipal Gallery in Dublin. This picture was painted during the Truce. 
O'Donovan was a true follower of Patrick H. Pearse. Both men worshipped heroes; 
Pearse worshipped Cuchullain and Wolfe Tone; O'Donovan - Casement and Pearse 
They differed in a number of ways. Pearse cared nothing about money, his own or 
that of his friends. O'Donovan always repaid everything to those who had given 
him credit. He was a man of honour and courage. He was unpopular, as he did not 
suffer fools gladly 

James Laurence O'Donovan was born at Castleview, Roscommon town in 1896; 
his father being an excise officer and his mother being Margaret Brennan of Bandon. 
Schooling for Jim was in St. Aloysius College, Glasgow, and at University College, 
Dublin, emerging as a Master of Science. Passing quickly from student role to I.R.A 
Director of Chemicals he was imprisoned in Mountjoy and Kilmainham and partic- 
ipated in a hunger strike. Released, he was rearrested and interned in Newbridge 
from which he escaped. He experimented with explosives, and invented the ‘wat 
flour’ and ‘cheddar’ devices receiving a hand injury which he carried ever after 

When set free from Kilmainham in July 1924 he set up in a small way as a paint 
manufacturer. The emphasis was now upon the development of Irish industry, and 
as he was an industrial chemist, it seemed a direction in which to go; but the busi 
ness folded within a few years. The Shannon Scheme had been launched by Dr 
McLaughlin and Minister Patrick McGilligan; O’Donovan’s qualifications landed 
him à job in the head office of the E.S.B 

Restless as ever, and still upon the fringe of idealistic nationalism, he founded in 


1936 a literary and mildly political magazine, Ireland Today, whose aim in the light of 
the shortfall of Fianna Fáil aspirations, was to revive the spirit of Irish nationalism 


However, Ireland (especially in the light of today) might be seen, culturally, eco 


* See Memories of tl ivil War in Survivors for Aodhagan, then a mere boy, who with 
his brother Nial, participated. Both, subsequently, helped to set up native Irish industry. Their 
father, The O'Rahilly, died in action in Moore Street during Easter Week 1916 as is amply ref 
erenced in the historic | period. As are the Humphreys (see Sighle Bean Ui 
Dhonnchadha in 51 to whom the family was related. Sighle herself features as Ghost 


etc. in Bowyer Bell, and fre ntly in Coogan and elsewhere, as an Ailesbury Road rebel; th« 


1922 fight to seize пів Malley took place in her house. Sighle was married to Donal 


O'Donoghue, the mild man, editor a while of An Phoblacht, and later boss over Bob 
Bradshaw in Solus Lamps of Bray. Like Bluebeard it seems difficult to rub away the traces of 


Irish Republicanis 
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nomically and socially, as a small pond surrounded by a rising, overlapping, ocean 
That tide, steam rolling our individuality, has sluiced over and flooded in upon us - 
northern battles notwithstanding - but in 1936, albeit speaking the English language, 
we were still a rural Hibernian state. Ireland Today might then sometimes have been 
seen upon the shelves of newsagents; not suffocated as it most certainly would be 
now, and out of sight, under the weight of imported media 

Lifting one’s head, even for a cultural purpose, above the parapet carried a risk 
O'Donovan, the former Director of Chemicals, was rediscovered by his ‘brother’ 
Director of Munitions, Sean Russell, and entrusted with his project of a guerrilla and 
bomb attack upon the heart of the Empire, England. His S. Plan was accepted by 
Russell without question, and his directives on the manufacture of balloon incendi 
aries using sugar, sulphuric acid and magnesium, with potassium chlorate and 
paraffin wax, carried out to the letter. The classes in respect of this work were car- 
ried on in Killiney Castle, where Paddy McGrath presided; O’Donovan may have 
appeared there on odd occasions, although otherwise keeping a low profile 


In January 1939, the German Abwehr sent an agent Oskar Pfaus to Dublin, but, 


1‹ 
1 


so uninstructed were they in Irish affairs, that he called upon General O'Duffy а! 
Mount Merrion. He was brought eventually to a house in Clontarf on February 3, 
|! 
WI 


through Maurice Twomey, where he met Sean Russell, Jim O'Donovan and several 
G.H.Q officers" 

[he I.R.A had launched their English campaign, planned since 1936/37, and not 
linked in any way to developments in Europe. All they sought now was money, 
some armaments and a radio transmitter. There was no question of attempting to 
unseat the Dublin government; the objective was, in the event of failure in England, 
to prosecute attacks upon the Six Counties, expecting naively that Dublin would not 
interfere. 

Resulting from this meeting with Pfaus, O'Donovan departed immediately for 
Hamburg. He had an admiration for what some conceive to be German effi iency 
and he spoke some German. In April he returned again to Hamburg but, as Bowyer 
Bell describes it, the only firm result was a courier route between Brussels and 
London using an exiled Breton. Everything else remained very tentative 

Despite this, he was called back again to Hamburg on August 23, moving on to 
Berlin. On that occasion he travelled with his wife as cover, and upon the same ship 
- although pretending not to recognise - was Joe McGarrity. On this occasion they 
had an unfortunate experience with officious customs people which subdued con 
siderably his enthusiasm for that nation. Upon his return to Dublin, he again found 
German efficiency wanting for the vital radio code was missing. This is the contin- 
uing story of a long series of futile contacts made from the German side, and which 
were so amateurish and at times, hilarious, that we shall not seek to summarise 
them here 

l'his is particularly true of the accounts of agent Hermann Goertz, who spent 18 
months at liberty in Ireland from May 1940 to November 1941, involving many peo- 
ple and fouling them up at the same time. Goertz, then accompanied by a young 


* See Bowyer Bell, The 1.Ё 
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lady, had been arrested in England in 1935, after, for him, a particularly inept 
confrontation experience when he left spy documents in a suitcase before returning 
to Germany for a holiday. These, his English landlady uncovered. Serving a sen 
tence, he got b: С \ before war broke out. At the end of all hostilities 
in April 1947, Goertz sv wed poison in the Aliens Office at Palace Street, Dublin, 
fearing some obscur ite if he was returned to Germany. The Western allies had 
sought his deportati г interrogation 

Readers of this work will trip across substantial references to Jim O'Donovan, 
particularly accounts from Mattie O'Neill and Bob Bradshaw, relating to his activ 
ities up to the time of his arrest in September 1941 and internment in the Curragh, 
accompanied by Roger McHugh. There are references thereafter to his presence 


there but these must be viewec e circumstances that prevailed. He was 


involved in an abortive over the wire escape plan of February 1942* when he held 
t 


high hopes for tl mpaign projected for the North in the autumn. That campaign 
was launched following the execution of Tom Williams in September, but, with flag 
ging resources, it gradually ground to a halt 

During his time t Jim was with the Pearse Kelly group; he did not indulge 
in craft work but did a regular stint of walking, wrote a great deal and read what 
ever came to his hand, keeping closely in touch by letter with home and family. Jim’s 
wife was Mary, a sister of Kevin Barry, and Jim had commenced an unpublished 
work upon him** on which he worked for a number of years without ever complet 
ing 

In the increasing flow of releases Jim was let go early in 1944 and was quickly 
restored to his position with the E.S.B in Fitzwilliam Street. He took no further part 
in Republican politics, and he disapproved of the late fifties Border campaign. Jim 
had some useful connections; a brother Coleman, was an ambassador in many cap 
itals; another brother was secretary of the Department of Social Welfare, while 
another followed his father's career as an excise man 

References to Seamus O'Donovan are plentiful amid some scatty reportage in a 
book The Shamrock { the Swa i, by Carolle J. Carter, published in California in 
1977; there are 17. In Spies in Ireland, by Enno Stephan, published by Four Square in 
1965, there are 18 somewhat more reliable references. Dorothy Macardle's The Irish 
Republic lists him but not in any detail; he is listed in Padraic O'Farrell's Who's Who 
In The Irish War of Independence. He is mentioned by C.S. Andrews in Dublin Made 
Me, and has again one mention (following the 1923 hunger strike) in Green Against 
Green by Michael Hopkinson. There are five references in Kevin Barry and His Time, 
two in Survivors; two in Tim Pat Coogan's The І. К.А; eight in Legion of the Rear Guard, 
eight in Frank Ryan; and nine in Bowyer Bell, and ten in Harry 


Leaba i measc na naomh go raibh aige 


** In January 1989 Donal O'Donovan, nephew of Kevin Barry, authored Kevin Barry and 
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SEAMUS 
O MONGAIN, 


on the failed Holles Street 
ambush; the bomb in 
Dublin Castle, and the 3 
jail fights in the early 
months of 1940 in 
Mountjoy. 


Séamus О Mongáin, the seer of Di Thuama, has contributed a colourful memoir 
on his experiences in the Movement, commencing in 1 iverpool in the early thirties, 
› is his account of three later episodes. But first we must tract 

his family background, which, as frequently in Ireland, is 1 unique story in itself 
We belong to a Republican background, he commenced, as well as being natives 
of this place. My two grandparents were stone masons as well as being farmers part 
of the time. On my father's side we came from here, and this district is like a coun 
try that is separated from Ireland. We are divided on three sides by the sea, and to 
the east by trackless bogs and moorland that stretch to the Nephin Beg mountains 


An engineer that came here wrote in the Western People of the fantastic heathered 
desert that is the Erris gaeltacht 

We belong to one of the oldest families in Ой Thuama. The О Mongáins are in 
Erris from the sixth century. We lived a bit further inland then, on the side of th« 
Moy River, close to Ballina. A family that was closely connected with us were the 
Gaughans who had land near Crossmolina, called Moyheleog at the time. The 
Barret's came in, and the Burkes, and we were driven back, although Mangan or O 
Mongáin, remain plentiful in other parts of Mayo. Our names, the Séamus Ellens’, 
the Gaughans and ourselves are two of the oldest and most plentiful families in 
Erris; and in 1855, in the villages here, there were 17 families of Gaughan and 14 of 
O Mongáin 

Other Ulster families settled here following the retreat from Kinsale and after the 
Flight of the Earls; thus you find McGintys and MacSweeneys although they were 
around Connaught as warriors for the O'Donnells since the twelfth century. So vou 
have also the Henrys, now a surname of mixed antecedents in Ulster. They came 
from Tyrone; quite a lot of people here are descended from Tyrone ancestors. That is 
noticeable in the gaelic where Connaught Irish is overlaid with Ulster; for instance 
pillfidh me and i leabaidh (instead of), used only in Tír Connail, and perhaps in 
Iyrone 

My grandfather, on my father's side, was a Fenian, and also my grandfather on 
my mother's side. His name was Garret Mor D'Arcy from Co. Carlow. He roofed the 
chapel in Ballon. He also built a station in Carlow for the old К.І.С, and when his 
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comrades mocked him for such collaboration, he consoled them by saying, oh, sure, 
it won't last long 

Grandfather D'Arcy died young; my mother being only five years of age at his 
demise. His brother, my uncle Ned, only 19 at this time got married. He therefore 
had a family growing up when the Tan trouble started. He was out against them, as 
was his son, my cousin Paddy. My Aunt Kate married Hugh Canavan, but on the 
establishment of the Free State he went with them while Paddy and Ned stayed with 
the column. 

Ой Thuama, as I have said, was so isolated that there was little fighting here but 
my uncles were in Sinn Féin while my uncle Anthony was on the run. My own 
father was a shopkeeper; he started in Belmullet as a shop boy, going from there to 
Dublin, and finally ending in Liverpool where he owned a grocery My mother was 
a teacher of domestic economy, trained in Kildare Street, and there were just four 
boys in the family; myself, Gearóid, Sean and Las, in that order 

We used to spend our time growing up, here, some time in Carlow, some time in 
Dublin and some time in Liverpool. In that way we were quite cosmopolitan. 

[joined the LR.A in Liverpool in 1932 when Paddy Hennessy was О.С, but it was 
a period of confusion as De Valera had come to power and Paddy had inclinations 
in that direction. He was succeeded by George Stannard who lasted until 1938. Some 
of the recruits who came in shortly after that were Sean and Pat Hannon, originally 
from Co. Tyrone, Rita and Joe McSweeney from Co. Waterford, Martin Staunton, in 
association with his two sisters, Maura and Eileen. Tommy Hunt joined later on, and 
there was also Maura Drumm, as little Mary McIntyre from Crossmaglen, about 
whom more would be heard 40 years later. 

In 1933 I had commenced at University, and George Stannard asked if I would 
join the cadets there; the Officers Training Corps as they were called. I would be able 
to enter barracks and I might learn a good deal. In our unit also there was Eamon 
Scott and Ted Scott, cousins, both of whose fathers were from Co. Kerry, and ran 


pubs in Liverpool, Eamon was studying medicine at the University, so he also was 
asked and joined the O.T.C. 

The Jail Fights: 

For reasons that may be related elsewhere Séamus, having obtained his B. A, had 


to flit Liverpool in 1936, after which he attended University College, Dublin, 
Earlsfort Terrace, from which he graduated; Gearóid accompanying him. In the 
summer of 1939 he was appointed to the staff of the Publicity Bureau, LR.A, under 
Jack McNeela, then operating from three bases in Dublin, and it was while in that 
role, and after an unexpected prison release in 1941, that he acquired a detailed 
knowledge of some of the sensational occurrences of that time. Three only of these 
are related here; in the first of which he was an active participant, namely the three 
successive fights for political treatment in Mountjoy in January and February 1940. 

Following a raid on the radio H.Q at Ashgrove House, on New Year's Eve 
Séamus, with Jack McNeela, Jack Plunkett and Seamus Byrne, were conveyed to the 
Bridewell and brought on the following morning to Mountjoy. We were in a buacach 
mood, meaning cheerful, Séamus relates. At prison reception, when asked had they 
any scars or infirmities; no, declared Jack Mc Neela cheerfully. We are perfect speci 
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mens of the human rz As was then the practice in the jail they were led to the 
basement where the warders sought to place them in four cells. No, said Jack 
McNeela again, we stay together. They remained there for s few hours, following 
which they were brought to join th her Republica risoners upstairs 

[here were a few s brought in following the Magazine Fort raid, Séamus 
resumes, Joe McDermott, Jackie McDermott, Jackie Parnell, and other people 
including, later on, a western contingent of over a dozen arrested at a conference in 
the Meath Hotel, Parnell Square, Peadar MacAndrew was O.C. We were being put 
into our cells at four o'clock until after seven in the morning. Jack McNeela was not 
satisfied with that. We then decided that we would remain outside D. Wing; that we 
would not enter at four o'clock. Extra warders, and dozens of guards swinging 
batons, were brougl and there were three successive fist fights in that month. I 
was thrown into somebody else's cell in the first action. I at once took the end off the 
steel bed and commenced to break down the brick wall dividing me from my com 
panion 

We were le ifter some days, but at dinner time we refused to go back in 
iain. Sean Kavanagh, the Governor, tried to reason but he had little room to 
manoeuvre; his hands being tied firmly by the Dept. of Justice. He was not too bad 
vou know. We marcl it to the yard overseen by Warder Delaney, whose 
favourite expression, no matter what the circumstances was, everything in the gard 
is rosy. Well, it was far from rosy for the next thing Kavanagh appeared accompanied 
by a posse of around 150 guards and warders 

І was directly behind Jack McNeela who was conversing with Jack Plunkett. At 
that moment Kavanagh walked forward, and to one of his warders he ordered, take 
this man. AsI was right behind him, I drew out and gave Kavanagh an almighty belt 
and that promptly drew their attention on to me; advancing towards me with batons 
held aloft. I was holding my hands upwards to protect my face; I could not fall back 
or dodge the descending blows as there were too many other prisoners tightly 
packed around me 

^ second lot moved in to attack McNeela; he was a mighty strong man so he 


placed himself back to a wall where he could try to fend them off. 1 could see, while 


І was being battered, that they were making rushes at him, and he would lunge out 
knocking one down, and then instantly jumping back to the wall. Of course the 
entire 40 of us were engaged in what had become a desperate four to one mélée 
Eventually they managed to trip him up, whereupon four spread themselves upon 
his body, Jack shouting meanwhile, get up off me; get up 

In another corner Joe Bray, a fine strapping fellow, had one of their helmets on 
his head while swinging out in all directions. Two of them were holding me but | 
pulled free and hit Kavanagh again. (Later he was to ask me in the privacy of his 
office why I hit him). They got hold of me again; one twisting my leg so much that 
for years after I suffered with my spine 

Dragged semi-conscious to the steps leading upwards into the wing, I took hold 
of the railing, kicking out in all directions, but one commenced to stamp upon my 
fingers and I had to let go. I was dragged then, and half carried through the door, 


my head banging on the stone flags, and thrown into a cell; a completely empty cell, 
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with only a broken window high up in the wall grinning down at me 

I was paralysed; I could not rise, and I lay there for a week - it was January 1940 
- with eddies of snow blowing in upon me. Food, when it was eventually brought 
in was placed upon the floor beside me. Lying, as I was in my suit of clothes, and 
'ereft of a blanket, I rolled under the heating pipe passing through the cell for 
warmth 

Shortly after this Jack was appointed O.C, as Peadar MacAndrew was removed 
о Arbour Hill. Some of our lads were now being sentenced, and where the sentence 
xceeded two years, as it did in the case of the Magazine Fort lads, they were b« Ing 


condemned to the prison gear and convict regime of Mountjoy. We were not going 


о tolerate that; we would be supportive of them, which explains the reason for the 
commencement of the second fight three weeks afterwards. It was done by barri 
cading D. Wing, giving us some defence, but it was in the middle of that, while 
engaged in rough hand to hand stuff that my suit was torn to ribbons; so much so 
that I had to send an urgent message to Maire, my wife, for a new one. When it came 
it was a cheap rig-out, in tweed, from Gleesons, but of such a dazzling mix that 
Iomás MacCurtain used joke that he could not bear to look at me as the mere sight 
dazzled his eyes. After that fight we were left completely in control of D. Wing. We 
had our own stores and could make tea. But the position, calm on the surface, was 
deteriorating as two of the Fort lads in the convict wing were days on hunger strike 
for political status 

It was at that stage that the demand for political treatment on behalf of the five 
held convict in another wing, was submitted. The LR.A demand that in future all sol- 


1 
entenct 


diers of the І.К.А who are tried and sentenced by the Military Tribunal 
in milit istody, and get і ame treatment that is being meted out to the men in Arbour 
Hill Military Prison at 
It was then discussed whether all of us would go on hunger strike although we 
were not directly involved, but that was ruled out. Instead six volunteered: Jack 
McNeela, Jack Plunkett, Tom Grogan, Micky Traynor, Tony D’Arcy and Tomas 
MacCurtain. They were not ordered to do so; no one ever was, and in fact McNeela 
did not believe in the tactic. They are all departed now, but anyone who knew thes: 
men would recognise that they were not of the martyr type." 
After another week it was time for us four from Asherove House to appear at the 
% rt 
Iribunal. I had been О.С for a brief while, and I now passed that baton on to Seamus 
Habeus Corpus' Burke of Ballinrobe. Seamus Byrne and myself before sentencing, 
= & 


were removed briefly to the basement prior to transfer to Arbour Hill so we were 


not present for the third fight which arose directly from the decision of the authori 
ties to proceed and to bring the men, now on hunger strike, before the Tribunal. We 
all had been determined to prevent them being taken Upstairs as soon as they com 


after 52 days, and McNeela after 55 day \ it stage the 
remaining four h me off the strike, and all seemingly recovered although faced with some 
years of imprisor nt; Macc urtain still to undergo a hanging trial and then to serv« | term 


in the rigorous conditions of Portlaoise 
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menced to remove Jack and Tomás, he jumped from his bed and called their 24 com 
panions to block them. They hauled out their beds, forming a barricade in the wing 


Inevitably, after a hand to hand struggle, that was breached, and the four of us were 


in Collins Barracks by six o'clock in the evening, where Jack, now four days on 


hunger strike, lay upon the floor. Chairs were brought in then and the two sat upon 


Seamus Byrne, b g a solicitor, engaged in close questioning with three offi- 


them 
cers, although the rest of us, apart from a query upon a Scotland Yard photograph 
from Jack, remained sile Jack Plunkett then addressed Col John Joyce (they had 


> 


both been volunteers in the Dublin No struggle); you are 


for sometning I attempted i 10 for the КМ (buc. 1 n recall trying you for ft 


epublic. He was referring to the failure in 1921 of an attack upon the main 
postal sorting office in Ballsb: 

Jack McNeela was sentenced to two years imprisonment on March 1, on a charge 
of conspiracy to usurp the powers of government; Jack Plunkett, Seamus Byrne and 
myself to 18 months; Micky Traynor, (not in court with us)) being only upon a mem 
bership charge, received | months. Tomás MacCurtain was on a capital charg: 
and was not in court with us. Tom Grogan, not in court with us received 3 years on 
the Fort charge and was then transferred to the criminal wing of Mountjoy 

We were brought back under heavy escort to Mountjoy where we were held 
overnight prior to being trans ed Arbour Hill, although the three on hunger 
strike would not be going there for some time (MacCurtain not at all). Lying next 
door to me, Jack managed to communicate. He told me that he had a serious gas! 
in his cheek; in fact, although he did not know it, his cheek bone was broken as may 
have been some ribs, resulting in his being forced to lie henceforth upon his back 
until his death some seven weeks later. The gash in his cheek never healed. (The 
inquest later disclosed that Tony D’Arcy had severe cuts to his lips.) That cell con- 


versation was my last with Jack McNeela 
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The Bomb in the Lower Yard of Dublin Castle: April 25, 1940 

[he LR.A was not going to let rest without i response the death on hunger 
of two of their fin fficers a few days later on April 25, their ат 
the shape of what the Evening Mail headlined as, ‘A Terrific City Exi 
a land mine, placed in quarters occupied by the Detective Division, oi Special 
Branch, in the Lower istli ird. The explosion, about бат, was heard four mile 
away, in Blackro while, as reported by the Mail, ‘the havoc 
impact was so enormous that the pla s littered with brok 

; reported injury 

guide residing there. Glass and windows of the ( hapel Royal 
Apartments were li 


KA 


Seamus О Mongains account runs: 


A 


lim Crofton, the spy in the « e, presented the LR.A with an opportunity to 
place a mine in the Low le Yard, in the portion occupied by the Special Branch 
then busily targeting Oelaigh na h-Eireann. It was planned as a reprisal for th« 
recent deaths on hunger strike of Tony D'Arcy and Jack McNeela, The target was th 
communications room 1 in the absence of Crofton who, as a loyal policeman, was 
establishing an alibi he particular night, the mine was mistakenly placed adja 

ive Branch men." 

Brother ( ‚ as Intelligence Officer, Dublin Battalion, was involved in plan 
ning the operation. He selected Joe Atkinson (‘Dougerty’) and ‘Black Dan’ O’ Toole, 
both of Belfast, for the job. O'Toole, a real hard man but one with a lively sense of 
humour, had been in numbers of close shave operations and would survive longer 
than most, while Atkinson, from H.Q, was steeped in literature and history.. Frankie 
Duffy, also from Belfast, and another volunteer called Paddy, were also inv 
remained hidden in Ship Stree t the rear. 

Bolt cutters were required, and these had been left in a convenient place inside, 
but, on their first attempt, O'Toole and Atkinson took fright when an alarm уу 
thought to have gone off; the bolt cutters were thrown aside and they scampered 
climbing the spiked gates which hang under an enormous granite arch, back out 
upon a darkened Ship Stre 

[he favourite attir А man at that time was a dark Burberry coat; the 
reason being that, buttoned in the right fashion, it could conceal a Tommy gun while 
the pan could be made slide flat within the pocket. Crofton, entering early on the 
morning, was wearing a Burberry, and spotting the bolt cutters, he slipped them 
inside his coat until he reached a press. Later on the same day he was in touch with 
Gearóid; you will have to try again, he said 

So, the very next night, the same pair, carried their mine over the gate again 


1 


Finding the concealed cutters, they sliced whatever bars stood in their way, entering 


an apartment, adjacent to, but not in fact, the communications room. Carefully 


adjusting the clock upon the mine, they sneaked out, where silhouetted above them 
| g | ) 


the battlemented Birmingham Tower cast a dark shadow. 


Crofton was not their only spy; there was another to whom the LR.A paid a 


retainer 
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Stopping momentarily, Atkinson pointed upwards; vas from there around 
the eve of Little Christmas 1591 (old style) that Red Hugh O'Donnell, Henry and Art 
O'Neill, held as hostages, escaped from the English'. 'Forget Red Hugh', came back 
bruskly; 'it is Black Dan that is trving cape now: come on'. And unimpeded, 
they moved like wraiths, back over the gates under the great arch onto Ship 
otreet 

The Failed Holles Street Ambush: May 7, 1940 

Were the LR.A to seiz onfidential m: en arriving regularly to the office of 
the British Representativ i in Maffey at 38 Merrion Square - later burnt out in 
a popular protest in February 1‹ еу might yield valuable information as to the 
extent of co operation by Dublin with Downing Street, in combating the LR.A 
Conceiv there might be no s vidence in a single seizure of mails. But the 
Intelligence Staff, principally Gear O Mongain and Sean O Broin were 
it be tried, and Stephen Haye \cting Chief of Staff agreed to authorise it 


еа all major operations at this time 
vas planned to tal lace May 7, around 9 a m, only 11 days after the bomb 


in the Castle, itself « ven days after the last death on hunger strike. To that 


extent it was likeh : further public sympathy for the LR.A except those most 


traditional in th« id her to Republicanism. (A year later in the Hayes 
Confession the Belfast men allege that this was all part of a deep seated plot 
hatched with Dr. James Ryan, Minister and Senator Byrne to dissipate public sym 


pathy for the LR.A. But such risk taking by government would be hard to sustain) 

[he practice was that all cross channel mails arrived at Dun Laoire, were brought 
then to the sorting office i earse Street. Those for the U.K. office arrived in a sealed 
diplomatic bag and w then conveyed by combination motor cycle to Merrion 
Square. Holles Street was the direct line of access, and Ge iróid had paid it particu 
lar attention in the days preceding. With Sean O Broin and Paddy, he planned to 
ambush the combination it ascended the slight incline towards Merrion Square 
А car, driven by Sean, with ‘Black Dan’ O'Toole, Joe Atkinson and Frankie Duffy 
would force the on to the left hand kerb. As the combination 
approached, Gearóid ving along the footpath, demonstratively drew a handker 
chief from his pocket, whereupon the car, engine ticking, drew from the right hand 
side to the left hand kerb, closing upon the combination and ind forcing it to stop 

Instantly ‘Black Dan’ jumped out while the others pointed revolvers at the three 
wheeler (Despite reports a Thompson was not used) [he two Branch men shot up 
their hands, but when Danno moved in front of the L.R.A guns, they quickly drew 
theirs and shot at Danno, a bullet catching him in the thigh, whereupon he fell upon 
the street. The bag was strapped to the arm of Branchman Shanahan; who bravely 
wrapped himself around a lamp post while Branchman McSweeney, taking cover, 
continued firing 

Ó Broin could see they had failed; somehow 'Black Dan' was dragged on board, 
and the car, its engine running, sped up the street, turned a sharp right to head for 
Brennan's shop in Dorset Street, where Carmel, after only two months training in 
the Mater Hospital, drew the .45 bullet bloodily from his thigh. Gearóid, ‘the inno- 
cent bystander’ in this 60 seconds of excitement, mounted his bicycle and rode off. 
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Gearóid had been peripherally involved in a plan to assassinate the U.K 
Representative, Sir John Maffey, should the hanging of Barnes and McCormacl pro 
ceed on February 7. The residence at that time was close to the Dodder in Milltown 
Gearóid, with his educated English accent exchanged polite words with Sir John as 
he passed in the early morning exercising his dog. He was satisfied from a number 
of observations that such a response to the hanging was feasible, but Hayes and de 
Lacy drew back from assassinating Maffey; it was felt that something else should be 
done 

Gearóid Arrested 

Gearóid, studious and bespectacled, managed to avoid arrest until December 
1940. When it was found necessary to remove the War 


17 Percy Place. Gearóid combined his duties of Intelligence Officer, Dublin, with the 


70 printing operation from 


job of editing. He 


decided that, instead of a Gestetner job, it would in future bi print- 


ed. Journalist Dermot Brennan, then working for The Standard which was printed by 
The Irish Press, calmly lifted type from that paper for the purpose 

Gearóid was finally run to earth in December at the north side home of Brennan 
where he had a I oth ' charged with common larceny, sentenced to 
Arbour Hill and later int 

> d 


А hl than qm T 
The Séamus О Monoái emoirs cover considerably more than appea 


4-1 usc d 
they cannot yet be 
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GERALD 
O'REILLY. 


born at 


Gerald Reilly, long standing Republican d national 
Bohermeen, Nava ath, in 1903, and died at Long Beach, New York, in 


August 1990. А frier › all down th 'ars, in recent times he continued to keep 


closely in touch wi m Savage of Co ity, featured in this book. He has a sister- 
in-law surviving Nava 1 Reilly, апа a grand nephew, now state solicito: 
After his death 1 Cronin gave the following biographical notes on O'Reilly 


He fought on tl ide in the Civil War and was among the prisoners 


T 
freed when Frank Aiken recaptured Dundalk military barracks on August 13, 1922 


after which he served in Aiken's Fourth Northern Division 
In 1925 he part ted, dressed in garda uniform, with George Gilmore in the 
takeover of Mountjoy, during which 19 republican prisoners, including such nota 


\ 


bles as Jim Killeen, Mick Carolan, Sean Russell and Dave Fitzgerald escaped. He 


was arrested after the assassination of Kevin O'Higgins and held until Christmas 
1927 ‘lease | nigrated to New York where he worked for the publi 
transport 
аё workfor isted of Irish emigrants like O'Reilly, many of them the 
defeated Republicans of the Civil War who joined Clan na Gael as soon as they 
rived in Ame Middle and top management consisted of Americans of Irish 
descent 
Skilled wo rs had their own unions, but no union catered for the rank and file 
In 1933, the Clan and the Irish Workers’ Clubs, founded by Jim Gralton of Leitrim 
who preached Connolly socialism, set up a secret committee to form a union 
[hey sought the help of Irish - American and Catholic organisations but on being 
turned down ap} ed to the Communist Party which lent support, with funds and 
organise 
[he Transport Workers’ Union \ launched in May 1934. Its leaders included 
Mick Quill, Aus Hogan from rk city, Douglas MacMahon, an Irish American 
and John Santo, a Huns in communist student. John L. Lewis, the legendary coal 
miner's leader founder of the Congress of Industrial Organisations, granted th« 
[LW.U. 3 ter t 'anise nationwide 
ilthougl t severing his connection with Clan or the I.R.A, Gerald was 
lending a hand to Republicar igress in the States being persuaded by George 
Gilmore then visiting, but that sm soon extinguished itself. On May 14, 
1937, back agai І T was on an anti-royalty platform in Cathal Brugha 
Street, Dublin, along with Tom Barry, Donal O'Donoghue, Tadhg Lynch and more 
It followed a night of scuffles in Beresford 
In June 1935 rald veilly wa signatory among other Irish Americans to a 
ingularly ineffective mak ip appeal in the rising conflict between De Valera and 


the LR.A 


Appendix 


Gerald O'Reilly was a close friend of Frank Ryan, the I.R.A leader who edited An 
Phoblacht in the early thirties. Their letters during the Spanish Civil War are valuable 
historical documents. There are no less than 30 references in Cronin's book to letters 
exchanged by Frank Ryan to him, on all manner of subjects; Congress politics, his 
health, financing the little paper, until finally and tragically, Spain, with its frustra 
tions and tragic « 

Го Helen O'Reilly, his wife, Frank also wrote, and there are ten such references 
and some newsy letters from the happier pre-Spain period. In Conor Foley's, Legion 
of the Rearguard, there are eight overlapping references. In this writers Survivors there 
are 33 references 

He headed the U.C Committee for Frank Ryan's release from Burgos Prison, 
where he lay under sentence of death. Gerald O'Reilly was the first person with 
whom Frank Ryan communicated after his abortive journey by submarine to Ireland 
in August 1940, during which Sean Russell died of a gastric ulcer and was buried at 
sea. Ryan gave O'Reilly the details in a simple code 

[he courier, a German sailor, was arrested by the F.B.I and O'Reilly was interro 
gated for several days in the spring of 1941; the U.S being still neutral 


He was pre-deceased by his wife. Helen (Beardsley) O'Reilly, an Irish- American, 


who opened a shop in old Ballymun after being trapped in Ireland by the outbreak 


of war in 1939, She returned to America in the early fifties. He is survived by daugh- 
ter Eileen McDonnell, son in law Jim, and grand daughter Christina 

Gerald came summer to Ireland. In May 1988 he attended the Gralton 
School at Carrick on Shannon where he met Desmond Greaves for the first time. So 
much for Cronin 

Connie Neenan, in Survivors, speaks of Gerald, and that 'simple code' he 
received following the demise of Russell; John has passed away, was the totality of the 
message which Connie later confirmed through the good offices of St John Gaffney, 
a former Consul General in Munich, and whom Connie knew to be favourable as he 
had written a book, Breakine the Silence, on British propaganda 

Three years earlier he had corresponded and encouraged the inception of the 
Frank Ryan Releas ›ттїНее in Ireland. It consisted of: Chairman, Aodhagan 
O'Rahilly; Hon. Sec, Sean Nolan; Treasurer, Michael Cremin, with Sen. Margaret 
Pearse, Mick Price, Си Uladh, Sen. David Robinson, К.М. Fox, Linda Kearns, Con 
Lehane, Mollie Hall, Simon Donnelly, Maud Gonne, George Irvine, Rosamund 
Jacob, Mrs. Austin Stack, Blaithnid Ní Carthaig, PJ. Daly, Mrs. Aileen Walsh 
Edwards, Pádraig O Caoimh, Maire Comerford, Tom Barry, Eamonn de Barra and 
Roddy Connolly. In the end this committee was unable to accomplish anything; it 
rested finally with De Valera's minister in Spain, Leopold Kearney and of course, the 


Germans 
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EILEEN 
TUBBERT: 


The young girl whom no 
one knew, never arrested, 
never figured (Later Mrs. 


Paddy Fleming) 


Historians will search long and earnestly among the heroines of the republican 
movement, the Maud Gonnes, the Markievicz's, the Despards, without coming 
upon the name of Eileen ubbert of Marrenstown, Co. Wexford, born 1901 and laid 
quietly to rest in Co. Dublin, in April 1974. With her sisters Alice and Molly, both 
later sterling Cumann na mBan, and Desmond, they had come early to Dublin 

r was a master carpenter in Cramptons, being there 18 years, but 
hour notice; his politics having come to the notice of the man 


agement. She is listed in a footnote in Survivors, second edition 1987, on page 303 


where she is incorrectly designated Mrs. Tubberd. In 1928 when the Second Dáil 


Sinn Féin still had a quorum of 23 deputies, a group photograph was taken in 
Dublin, the photograph being still (1987) upon the wall of the home of the last sur- 
vivor Tom Maguire; the caption underneath lists their names as follows:- 

Pat Shanahan, Prof. Stockley. Mrs. O'Callaghan, Art O'Connor, J.J. O' Kelly, Miss 
Mac Swiney, Daithi Ceannt, Count Plunkett, Brian O'Higgins, Count O'Byrne, 
Eamonn Deale, Seamus Lennon, E.G. Colivet, Austin Stack, Charles Murphy, Sean 
O'Mahoney, Dr. Ad 1, Thomas O'Donoghue, Dr. Crowley, Tom Maguire 
Sean Mac Swiney, Sean O'Farrell, Brian Mellows, Mrs Cathal Brugha, Eileen 
ubbert, stenographer, and Councillor Joe Clarke, courier 

Sean O'Farrell, although included, was not a member of the Second Dáil. The 
names are as printed in English upon the mount although half of the above used the 
Irish form normally 

Joe Clarke, we know as the last survivor of the Mount Street battle and one who 
is frequently mentioned in these accounts and Sean O'Farrell L.R.A commander in 
Leitrim, later joining Fianna Fáil; but who was Eileen Tubbert? At this time she is 
described as a stenographer, but obviously being a stenographer with the Republic 
through the Civil War and into the dying days of the Second Dail required an enor 
mous reserv rust and resourcefulness and a willingness to live very frugally 
indeed. Eileen 'bert qualified for that in all ways. Her boss in the Irish: Press on 
Burgh Quay, Dublin, where she was his secretary through the fifties ind sixties, Tim 
Pat Coogan, described Eileen as a demure little woman in a twin set, whom most 
people would quickly pass by. Yet he says, she was one of the finest persons he 


knew; utterly loya pendable and hard working 


When Н; rry White was being pursued by a death dealing Branch in 
Pat tells it 


| 
accommodated in or houses upon Foster Avenue. Eileen 


ie thinks by Fiona Plunkett, and Harr 


conditions for the man; А ll communicate with no one and I will be thi 


knows his whereabouts. Later when Harry returned to Belfast, he maintains 
nication with Charlie Kerins in Dublin through letters that wer 
reached Eileen 


Eileen married, in 1949, Paddy Fleming, one of the brothers, Jimmy and D 


of Killarney; he wl id signed the January 12, 1939 Proclamation to Lord Halifax 


as oecretary ‹ | irmy Cou 1. She continued working in the 
loved the bu if the pl 
which did not sour their relationship, ad occurred between Paddy 
siding with the 'Sticl of the ) rs Party and she remait 
her political attiti | 1ew Workers’ | . d their 
influenced by a deep belief in religi she had an altogether 
political judgement T onsistently proved sounder 
in what appeared to bi 


as the house's dilapid 


moments that Tim Pat recalls was, when he brought | 


ie of 


"ә 1 ' 
d always wished to see It was one 


fine summer nd Eileen lox every moment of it. Now that 1 


she laughed 
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DE VALERA 
HAD A CHOICE 
IN THE 
EMERGENCY: 


He could have imprisioned or he could have executed: By executing six republicans 
has it left a stain upon his memory? Documents show that he co-operated u ith the 


allies on intelligence 


y of this period we would ask, has the reputation 
of Eamon De Valera suff 1 as a result of his treatment of Republicans from 1939 
onwards? Undoubtably neutrality, and the entire management of government 
the hand picked top civi rvants and almost all of his ministers, enhanced and 
heightened his re tation. Neutrality was a policy favoured deep down by most 
Republicans even though the policy leaned more and more to favour the Allied 

se in respect of the relaxed control upon Allied prisoners, of permitting over- 

ts, of watchfulness and reporting on happenings around the coastline, and of 
very close police co- operation with what nationalists regard as the discredited 
regime in the North. We were a small but important larder for England; our nation- 
al territory in the North was a safe landing place and training area for American 
troops; after the initial scares thous inds of Irish moved to Britain and became a vital 
work force at all levels in their war industries and supply services; it is said that 
some thousands of trained Irish, from the Free State Army, left or deserted to join 
their forces. So De Valera's commendable neutrality in World War 2 had its advan 
tageous side insofar as the Allied effort was concerned. But to exercise that did he 
need to imprison more than a thousand Republicans; it is well known, and he knew 
this too, that many of them were not members of the LR.A; they were committed 
nationalists who would regard it as dishonourable to sign out 

Why should he co-operate with the disc redited northern government by round 


ing up and imprisoning most of the twenty опе brave young fellows (not charged 


with anv crime) who tunnelled their way out of Derry Jail in March 1943? Above all 
why did he execute six; and of the six executed why did he bring in Albert 
Pierrepoint to hang Charlie Kerins of Iralee? Extraordinarily, he had Pierrepoint 
booked for his very first execution also; the near sacred figure of Tomás Mac Curtain 
would have swung in July 1940 but that exceptional pressures ¢ aused it to be com- 
muted: and he would most certainly have hanged Harry White in 1946 

Ihe LR.A lost a total of 33 volunteers in this period through execution, hunger 
strike, accident or prison death. We will home in only upon the six that De Valera 
actuallv had executed (hunger strikes are rarely, if ever, countenanced by the LR.A 
and might almost be regarded as a test of who will blink first). We consider that De 


Valera tarnished his reputation by stooping to execution; he was well practised at 
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imprisonment. By execution he lowered himself to the level of the Free Staters of the 


Civil Wat period whereby the two sides could now taunt each other alright we exe- 
cuted prisoners but so did ye! (Completely overlooking the much greater number 
condemned by the earlier regime) 

When Tim Pat Coogan in his great work upon Michael Collins concludes with the 
reported opinion of Eamon De Valera that ‘in the fullness of time history will recall 
the greatness of Collins and it will be recorded at my expense’, we would say (with 
out passing judgement on that expression) that in the heart of nationalist Ireland De 
Valera, through his imprisonments and executions, has been lowered by many 
notches in the opinion in which he will be held in the future. 

rhe question is being asked, could he not have stopped simply at imprisonment, 
(Make no mistake we are not advocating that) or were talks ever tried? (There was 
an obvious difficulty there while their own stool pigeon, if one is to believe the 
Hayes Confession, was controlling for much of 1940 and into 1941 all LR.A ac tivity; 
was De Valera aware of Stephen Hayes?) 

In the course of this work we set out to try to read the mind of De Valera by seek- 
ing an opinion from a circle of people as to w hy he resorted to a policy of executing 
Republicans. Those we asked were: Kevin Boland, as a son of the relevant minister, 
Jim Me Guinness, journalist; Prof. T.P. O’Neill, who with Frank Packenham, had 
een his appointed biographer; Tim Pat Coogan, journalist and something more; 
süairí Brugha, his frequent visitor in Arus an Uachtaráin. It is fair to sav and not 
unexpected surely that such a touchy question was probably never put to the man 


timself and hence no clear cut answer emerges. We commenced with Caoimhin Ó 


A 


Beoláin, former Minister for Defence, Social Welfare and Local Government 


Environment), until he resigned in May 1970 

Caoimhín O Beoláin said that the final arbiter in the administration of Justice pol- 
icy would be the Minister, his father, but policy was unambiguously government 
policy. At this point we must remind ourselves that Gerald Boland had a long stand- 
ing and very high regard for De Valera (he had assisted in the 1919 escape from 
Lincoln Jail; he was entrusted with negotiations with the Labour Partv prior to 
Fianna Fáil entering Leinster House). 

[he private secretary to Boland was the opaque and bitterly anti republican 
Peter Berry. He would have exercised considerable influence (in the manner of case 
presentation, that is) although, in the final analysis, De Valera's control of govern 
ment policy would be paramount 

Boland went on to say that he would almost certainly have realised that there 
would be people who would regard the executions as a blemish on his career, but he 
would have accepted that as one of the inescapable responsibilities of government 
at a critical time 

Neutrality was always on a knife edge and his impression, as a soldier at that 
time, was that invasion from across the Border was the most likely threat. (His dad, 
to Michael Mc Inerney in 1968, had the opposite view; 'I never believed the Allies 


would invade’.) 


* A series of articles of March 1994 from T. Ryle Dwyer in the Irish Tim ; amply portrays 
the extent of co ration; ‘U.S military were quite happy with Irish neutrality; De Valera 
authorised a system whereby the I Jepartment was sent reports from Berlin, Rome and Vichy 


the Irish, through Secretary J.P. Walshe, turned over much good intelligence 


circumstances of each exe 


cution peculating upon his 
father's vie id, b tension, ne for leniency was past 
ifter ^ and Harte had beer With the execution 
of the former 1 Rubicon and 


from th in transgressing Republicans could be executed and ought to expect that 


thi у ‹ 


hang Charlie Kerins; the cabinet, he says, were 


incensed in a ре! illing of Dinny O'Brien. At this t in June 1944, 


their opinion of the LR.A \ t its lowest; that it was an organisation which had 


been taken over gangster types from Belfast 
Jim McGui > of his wide background e perience in th« 
Movement in ' Curragh, and later when hoisted upon a 


ournalistic pinnacle editor: moving a step upward when he was 


onded with De Valera's term a: 


corres 


appointed Head of уу &. 1.1 nis 4 
seach again and finally as Uachtarán. One would 


Taoiseach, itic is Taoi 


lave expected ignally Кеуеа in to have garnered some hint - сет 
tainly not an admission; still less a discussion - from the ‘Chief’. But, no dice; Jim 
received the same round robin letter of queries from us on the six executed but pro- 

| 


essed to bi qui \ п апу view of what De Valera may have thought over that 


period 
[ Neill with Frank Packenham, Lord Longford, com еа the autho 
, I 


rised biography (now out of print) after De Valera retired to the Park. After careful 


consideration he was unable to say what De Valera’s views were upon the execu 


tions, or whether аг remove, they caused him any regrets. He did make 


three points which he w 1а have gleaned in his conversations without any direct 


4 | wrongs; 
(a) after the 1938 Constitution De Valera considered there was по 


justification for physical force (we have heard that before and 
it appeared then like side stepping our question) 
if he encouraged young men into the army and police he had to 


protect them 5 point he alluded to Richard Goss in July 1941 


wounding two soldiers in Co. Longford, but, as we show in this 


account. of the two bullets, one was not found and one did not relate 


to the w« ipon ust d by Goss 
(c) cabinet decisions were not always unanimous, and he gave as an 


example Paddy McGrath, who was released from internment in November 


1939 on his order: Boland, he says, only learned of that later 
He confirmed that De Valera was the decision maker in all of these cases; not 


Peter Berry, then Boland's private secretary. 


Tim Pat Coogan, journalist, Irish Press editor, and author of works on this period 


He believes that De Valera led all the decisions. He discounts them being unanimous 


cabinet decisions although Vivion used refer to them as 'Gerry Boland's executions’; 


he seemed anxious to lay the blame elsewhere 


Why, queries Tim Pat, that he did not simply lock them up with the others 'so 
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S VISION OF IRELAND: 
tit romoting tl муа! ( | ish inguage wa peculiar 
for the lan 
nd 1 great 
up with 


ote Irish, 


are in July 
to the Preside In 1917 a sig 
sh speaking or brea 
speakers left within the county 
man of his influence could |} 
it De Valera, in that respect 


the De Valera's of this nati 


his 'vision' of Ireland, is so often misquoted bv w riters 


idio that, in fairness to him, it must be noted here. It was 
broadcast, which, after the mundane advice 
e middle of a great world war, turned to the Ireland 
would have foreseen:- 
1 moment to that ideal Ireland that we would hav 
it Ireland which we dreamed of would be the home of ap 


rial wealth only as a basis of right living, of a people who were sat 
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isfied with frugal comfort and devoted their leisure to the things of the spirit; a land 
whose countryside would be bright with cosy homesteads, whose fields and vil- 
lages would be joyous with the sounds of industry, with the romping of sturdy chil- 


dren, the contests of athletic youths, the laughter of happy maidens, whose firesides 


would be forums for the wisdom of serene old age. It would, in a word, be the home 
of people living the life that God desires men should live... 

It was the idea of such an Ireland, happy, vigorous, spiritual, that fired the imag- 
ination of our poets; that made successive generations of patriotic men give their 
lives to win rel 
future generations to die if need be, so that I 

here is in this no nonsense about comely maidens dancing at the crossroads. It 

it does not inhibit or prevent air travel or a modern 

stem. The countries of mittel Europe, Switzerland, Austria, 

Hungary, in their own fashion have attained it. Manifestly we have not and some of 
the blame may fall upon De ! ra, and most certainly on a long line of governments 


since his time, but he cannot be faulted for espousing the dream of a perfectly rea- 


sonable and attain › сї, which could have been followed, Up Dev! 


*3 


the possible, and then failed to even 


Desmond Greaves 1913 - 1988. 


When De Valera dismissed General Eoin O'Duffy as Commissioner of na Gardaí 
Siochána in 1932 he appointed Col. Broy in his place. A year later when it was decid- 
ed to augment the armed detective force Col. Broy was placed in charge, hence the 
Broy Harriers 

Broy had a distinguished past record. One of the spies for Collins, he was in 
charge of the detective force in Brunswick Street, now Pearse Street. Arrested in 
March 1921 he was held until after the Truce in July. In October he was placed in 


charge of the security of the Treaty delegation in London 
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n, James, was born in Manchester in October 


Famine married Thomas Kelly’s first 
father’s people in Roscommon and with his 


v, he did not permanently reside in Ireland 


a boy however he had played a small part, in 
Irish Americans, Col. Т.Ј. Kelly and Capt. Deasy 


Larkin and Michael O’Brien were executed. He came 


Worthington's of Liverpool who had obtained 


commencing with Smithfield. At the same 
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hat he endeavoured to obtain the sinecure 

emiah O'Donovan Rossa, briefly back in Ireland. In th« 
the child Gerald was occasionally seated upon the kne: 
wheels within wheels of the committee voting system 
ossa returned to America. But the 
, and may ha А ontributed to 

in August 
in Dublin fore Jim 


died at the age of 38; his early death being c: , v a fracas between Parnellites 


ind Healvites for possession e offices of the journal, LInited Irishman (Much of 


speech in March 1921 and report 


iaintance with 
) find 
work 
stern 
prior to 1 laving »ened a small 
запа the V 
his mother 
V were € 
followed DA 
correctly 
In Frongoch he met Michael Collins, but said (in an intet 


in 1968) that he disliked him; there may be more than 


short while in Crumlin Road, Belfast; Terence Max 
ompanied by Michael Collins, with 
it broke in the lock 
ed T.D's, Sean Mc Garry 
Not prominent in the Treaty negotiations, he had already expressed distrust for 


Arthur Griffith and Michael Collins. Interned following the Civil War, he was part 

› of October 1923; enduring it for its full duration of 41 days 

In the interview referred to, he confirmed, as is widely know, that Michael Collins 

і the shooting of Sir Henry Wilson in London on June 22, an event which 

ish Government to press upon the Free State to attack the Four Courts 

on June 28. Brother Harry, travelled, experienced and a man of great promise, was 

gunned down, unarmed, in a hotel in Skerries on July 30. While still held, and 

released only with the last batch in August 1924, Gerald - although professing no 

political ambition - was elected T.D; replacing Harry for Roscommon. This came 

about in the unexpected resurgence of Sinn Féin in the August 1923 election, when 

the party arose out of civil war defeat, with 44 deputies; 36 of whom had been in the 
Second Dáil 

In June 1925, he hastened after Sean Russell and Р.А Murray, on an І.К.А mission 

to the Soviet Union, which is covered elsewhere. He travelled under a passport as 


Charles George Woods, British subject; engineer. It was on an LR.A mission seeking 
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arms and tr \ m the youthful Soviet Union. Bol 


ncouraged to accompany the two LR.A as a ‘minder’ and to report back to Ds 
Valera. The Soviet Union could 


Kaliashnikov 4 tt time 


were no 

'y were still 
sending five shot es to S 36, and they continued in use after the 
Germ: nvaded i | поп gland were tense too, following the 
bogus Zinoviev 1 , Engli omi ists to rise). They were well 


received in Russia but after a week the atmos} becan trained 


when it wa 


returned 


ter the Dáil, 
Bound ^j t eal on Partition. De 
ive had the 


to-earth Dubliner 


Ger 


confirme 
Valera, Kevin Boland says, although they d 
his nature, he adds, I ilera would have studied my father d no doubt he 
to know how to handle him in some types of situations, but he would have known 
not to try to this on matters of principle 
inception of his new Constitution, Boland, with others, ре 
suaded De Valera to dilute Article 44 on the ‘special position’ of the Roman Catholic 
Church. (His original wording was more heavily in its favour: the article has since 
been set asic Bo і thos e ft wing, and virulently anti 
Catholic views, but his ilt Valera, for whom h« professed 'a love 
as Minister for Justice from P.] 
during which the I.R.A was declared an illegal organisation , 
ing ill- health, which was true, question must be asked did Dev want 
cially as Ruttledge retired finally in September 1939, just 
'rolonged security onslaught upon Republicans 
Gerald Boland sj a 'comprehensive agreement' that existed in 1941 
between the Free State Government and the British Government to repel the 
Germans should they invade. ‘I never believed the Allies would invade’ he said 
Nor did they, because matters operated far better in the grey twilight of neutrality, a 


twilight that allowed the Free State to assist in many covert ways 
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There are no morals in politics; there 15 ОШУ expe diency 
/ 


Vladimir Ulyano 


PETER BERRY: 


Late Secre tary of Dept of 
Justice. Son of Seret, 
Royal Irish Constabulary; 
he saw out 14 Ministers 
of Justice 


In October 1973, five years before his death, Peter Berry, | 
Department ‹ ustice, addre an lette Patrick Cooney 
Minister. Addressing an open letter on a legalistic complaint (he was upset on 
grounds ‹ b termination ғ I r compensation) is unusual and would 


not be countenanced by a solicitor acting for a complainant. Berry's letter was pep 


pered with expre ssions like scape goat, cooked, respectfully inquiring, and such like. The 
} 


is complaint appeared to be that he had been made a scapegoat by the 
Lynch administration’ and that the government had not compensated him for his 
premature retirement following December 1970 

It was quite clear from a study of his open letter that Minister Cooney was fight 
ing off attending to 1 


and indeed Taoiseach Liam Cosgrave, because of their backgrounds and their 


tis ‘complaint’, while equally clear that solicitor Patrick Cooney 


"ele near the head of 


respect for a man worn thin by 40 years of unremitting strug 
Justice ‘fighting the LR.A', not to mention his role in exposing the arms import scan 
dal of May 1970 (which he had brought to the door of Liam Cosgrave, then in oppo 
sition) would be receptive to the ¢ omplaint of such a man. They would be unlikely 
to put his censure on а back burner. And as to ‘fighting the LR.A', it can be said that 
it was always in terms of such belligerence that Berry saw his role 

[he man of course suffered from paranoia, a paranoia that, in hindsight, one can 
see grew within him from that early day in January 1927 when he arrived, an ex- 
Christian Brother's boy from County Cork, to eventually captain one of the most 
important departments of state in the twenty six counties His first Minister was 
Kevin O'Higgins. His assassination in Cross Avenue, Blackrock, on July 10 1927 by 
Billy Gannon, Tim Coughlan and Archie Doyle, three I.R.A men, but an unofficial 
action, made a deep impression upon him Henceforth he saw the LR.A as the 
enemy, indeed the only enemy Ireland had, an organisation that, by whatever 
means, must be put down. (O'Higgins was succeeded by James I itzgerald-Kenney) 

! rt mini d Wy 


ш’, his letter continues, addressing Cooney, ‘that while it took 12 years 
and the pen of Zola, the force of public opinion eventually saw that Drefus 
reminded you that I had to wait for 12 years and a change of government to make pub 


П 1 1 ; 
chicanery oF tne 1сп administration... 
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While Berry had retired voluntarily after December 1970 it is evident, if one is to 
judge from a disordered and emotional letter, that he had been pushed. And pushed 


he most certainly was by somebody in the ‘Lynch administration’ whom he had 


1 


C 
befriended by X g the alleged arms conspirators; yet now, with a benign 


Cooney and Cosgrave in power, the run around on the question of compensation for 
his premature retirement (his words) continued. Even now because of the Official 
| the immediate circumstances which precipitated my decision to 
[he nation must have trembled at that in 1973 but not Minister Cooney. To the 
windy complaints made over many months he replied at intervals that he would not 
be in a position to study the documents ‘until sometime next л 
Months later it was to be ‘in the near future’ that the dire secrets might be probed 
After another lapse when the political figurehead is accused of 'fobbing me off’ a fur 
ther note on the harp letterhead pleads, pressure of work and the time it would require 
for the 'examination of the various complex matters'. It is perfectly clear, with no reflec- 
tions upon Cooney, that the poor devil felt that the Department, knowing the fragile 
state of his health (he died in December 1978) was indeed only awaiting his demise. 


Berry's complaint at this time had little to do with politics or with our review of the 


reign of this strange man, but in his actions he showed the immense power that this 

permanent official exercised while the ministerial puppets moved across the stage 

Evidently in 1967 the Comptroller and Auditor General sought proofs of expenditure 
i о [ r 


within the part t. This is a fragile control on administrative wastage which of 


course, despite these cursory controls, runs rampant within all state departments 
Berry refused some files on the grounds that they were policy, or administrative files 

This left the Comptroller unable to commence an audit, and that situation was 
raised in the Dáil in November 1968 by Sean Tracey T.D, a member of the commit- 
that the < 


tee of Public Accounts, in the following terms; it was disturbing that the Secretary of the 


Department should have the audacity to refuse to the Auditor Gener il what he considered to 
n to assist him compiling his accounts. Naming Peter Berry, he pro 
ceeded; it gave rise to the belief that was growing in this country that vast power and con 
trol was vested in higher civil servants 
Describing the course of the debate, most probably not read or understood by 
the vast majority of people, as a ‘shameful episode’ Berry concluded his open lette: 
by again pleading to Cooney for ‘justice 


One might say that if ever anyone, presiding over this, the most backward and 


+ 


obscurantist department of state, was pleading for justice, he was in fact now receiv- 


r 
ing it. For Peter Berry, who had stood between Ireland and Armageddon during the 
lifetime of 14 ministers, from Kevin O'Higgins to Desmond O'Malley, was now 
receiving the come uppance of a department he had never been content to merely 
serve, rather insisting upon total and absolute control. No wonder then, that three 
and a half vears earlier, in May 1970, he received this short letter of thanks from that 
most judgmental of people, Desmond O'Malley, the Minister for Justice: 

Dear Mr. Berry, Ireland has survived for 24 hours without you. Please feel humble. No 
longer are you the faceless one, just known and feared in the corridors of power. You are now 


spoken of in hushed tones by the peasantry of even a backward county like Leitrim 


much mort 
tomorrow 
'ogan relating to this. When his book 
fine-combed it to such an extent that he could 
orrections which, when Coogan compared them to the 
s of opinion 
that the only impression he had of that time, being little 


that Peter Berry was an enthusiast and that his fath« 


He himself had a great respect for Berry because he was 
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All Ireland handball champion. He added however that in moving up the ladder he 
became power crazy over the years. What was power crazy in the sixties may have 
been pardoned as enthusiasm in the forties, when, one suspects, he exercised con- 
siderable influence over Gerald Boland in the manner in which he presented situations 
and manipulated cases. As his Private Secretary he was better able and more ready to 
do that in the crucial late thirties/forties period than afterwards when he had 
ascended the rungs to preside over the Department 

At that level he could certainly juggle the secret service monies - we are not say 
ing he put any of it in his pocket or that he advanced himself materially - but the fact 
that he knew that a consignment of Czech arms was to arrive in Dublin in May 1970 
through Schipol airport indicates that he had indeed ‘a private intelligence service 
which was probably assisted by British intelligence; and that private intelligence 
service was probably in place and growing since the forties. 

In Co. Kerry Gerald Boland conversing with Jack McCarthy of Lixnaw in the late 


forties remarked, I could not run the department without Peter Berry. Pressed on a relat- 


ed matter, he said; / l have to speak to Peter Berry on that. McCarthy, a sound Fianna 
Fáil man, knew and disliked the breed, seed and generation of Berry. He suspected 
him of going overboard against Republicans: the occasion - re ated to this writer - 
was the pending execution of either Maurice O'Neill or Charlie Kerins 

Peter Berry was the son of Peter Berry, sergeant of the Royal Irish Constabulary 
then stationed (June 1909) in Killarney. The name is not unknown in west Cork but is 
not common in Kerry. (A Private Thomas Berry was present at an early morning raid 
in Dunmanway in June 1940 when Denis Griffin was shot at and slightly wounded) 


Michéal О Moran, for a time Minister in the late sixties, stated also to Kevin Boland 


that Berry made use of secret service monies to keep in touch with recently retired top 


gardai, indicating seemingly that some of them were part of his network". He revelled 
in his security role; he had total command of the situation; his grasp of every detail 
was stunning and his absorption total. As a result he continued to ascend the ladder 
in a department where being anti republican is a prerequisite for advancement before 
anything else. He became Assistant Secretary in 1957 and Secretary in 1961 

Peter Berry spent the years from 1971 patiently typing out his memoirs. In doing 
this he relied on piles of closely packed diaries and personal notes which he had assem 
sled over the years. He intended initially that these would be published during his life- 
ime but later he decided to leave them for posterity. His papers are in chronological 
der for the later years and particularly the arms crisis period, in which we have a 
'assing interest only. He had scarcely begun to work on the early part of his life story, 
where our main interest would be, when he died suddenly of a heart attack in 


)ecember 1978 at the age of 69. 


"This situation still prevails, Some former top garda chiefs are known to be on retainers 


rom private security firms and are thought also to be linked to the British 5.1.5. Berry was not 
опе in having an К.І.С father; anothe top garda from that area also had an R.LC father. Since 
the development of the state, the system has encouraged this in the search for 'reliability'. In 
time they have come to form a powerful self-protective lobby. When Edmund Garvey was dis 
missed by Fianna Fail in 1977, a court awarded him a substantial compensation although it was 
known that Garvey entertained and cooperated with undercover forces in the North. On his 
death in 1989 no less than 900 gardai, serving and retired, attended his funeral. Garvey did not 
deserve that. Nor can the recollection of the collaboration of C.3 Special Branch man Patrick 
Crinnion with admitted agent John Wyman be erased; the sole case ever brought to light. But 


there were, and are, others 
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FRANK AIKEN, 
1898 - MAY 18 1983. 


Chief of Staff LR.A and 
later Minister for 
Defence,and later still 
Minister for Foreign 
Affairs. 


Frank Aiken, from Carrickbracken, Camlough, Armagh, had been a bold 
and resourceful guerrilla fighter in that countryside over four years, hunted, and 
with his homestead burned. He would have had little patience with the non-fight- 
ing theorists of the I.R.A of the later thirties - when to his mind independence had 
been largely achieved - and that would explain his breach with Maurice Twomey 
another fighting man - after the latter's refusal of L.R.A co-operation in 1932, when 
Oglaigh na hEireann still had a considerable number of Tan veterans within its 


ranks. Twomey and Gilmore refused co-operation, so Frank T. Aiken went ahead on 


C 


his own, but with De Valera's blessing, to build up a Free State Army in a new and 
fresher image; a Free State Army only degrees away from the Civil War army of 22, 
23, and one that would again provide a few firing squads when later they were 
required 

Lacking all similarities to De Valera - in the ‘21, ‘22 period he was closer to and 
much more of a Collins - yet Aiken was taken on by 'the Chief' and was to become 
his closest confident, more so than the somewhat irascible Boland. From the moment 
that they had literally slept together in the home of James Cullinane at Bliantas, in 


the heart of the Monavullagh Mountains, in west Waterford in March 1923, Aiken 


although now Chief of Staff LR.A, commenced to see the political road as a possible 


wav forward; as evidence of that the Army (with Sean Lemass as Minister for 


Defence) was held firmly in check and only recommenced raiding operations after 
November 1925 when Aiken and Lemass had moved on.” 

His Father: Frank Aiken's father was a builder, originally from east Tyrone; 
farming and building in south Armagh and Newry neighbourhood where he had a 
number of churches to his credit. His wife was Mary McGeeney of Corromannon, 
Beleeks, in the san cality. They lived comfortably, Frank having brothers and sis 
ters; his mother dving when he was 13, after which he managed the family farm of 
60 acres. Farms in the North are as a rule smaller than in the South; yet farming was 
in his blood, and in 1928 he was to buy another at Sandyford, Co. Dublin, which he 
was to continue to run until his death; and where he was one of the first to experi 
ment with windpower. It is now built over. 

James Aiken was the first Nationalist chairman of the local Board of Guardians, 


ippointment to the fighting reputation of his late brother Noel, as 
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but he declined an invitation to stand as an M.P. He opposed a resolution of wel 
come to Queen Victoria on her visit to Dublin in April 1900 ‘until Ireland is free 

Advance to Prominence: Frank was educated at the Christian Brothers School 
Newry, and in 1917 was elected chairman of the local co-operative society linked to 
those set up by Sir Horace Plunkett. When a Volunteer company was formed in the 
parish towards the end of 1913 he immediately joined, but it was not until the Clare 
election of July, 1917, that he had an opportunity to become deeply involved when he 
travelled there to help with that election, and on that occasion met De Valera for the 
first time. He was again with him the following February at Bessbrook when an 
Orange element tried to disrupt the meeting. After that he was elected captain of the 
Camlough volunteer company 

аг later Ha Boland came to White Cross, South Armagh, and Aiken 

marched his company to that meeting. For breaching the R.LC ban on marching he 
was imprisoned in Armagh and Crumlin Road for one month. That would be his 
only stint of imprisonment, except for a few days in Dundalk military barracks, that 
Aiken would spend; a tribute to his will o' the wisp sense of security over the next 
seven years 

Exploits: In 1918 he was elected Commandant of the Camlough Battalion, but 
declined to become brigade commandant, preferring that Paddy Rankin, out in 
1916, should hold it. Officer in Sinn Féin; active in Connradh na Gaeilge, he visited 
Donegal and Omeath colleges, becoming proficient. But he was still working on the 
farm when the armed struggle started in earnest. In December 1919, he led an 
attempt which failed, on the R.LC barracks at Newtownhamilton. The following 
April, he returned, had a hole blown in its wall, and the building was destroyed by 
fire. In the autumn of 1920, while now an elected member of Armagh County 
Council, he was in command of the destruction of Newry customs house, and in 
December boldly mounted a large scale attack on Camlough R.I.C Barracks. Soldier 
reinforcements from Newry broke through an I.R.A detachment, posted midway at 
the Egyptian Arch, and relieved the barracks with losses to both sides. That night 
the newly formed В. Specials burned a dozen houses in Camlough and the follow 
ing morning set fire to the Aiken homestead 

Widespread attacks were now taking place throughout the area despite the sur 
veillance and spying mounted by the Orange element dispersed in the countryside 
In a bitter fig Cullyhanna, Aiken covered with rifle fire the retreat of his men as 
crouched behind a stone gate post. The next week he struck again from the 
ruins of his home. A month later he led an ambush at Corregs within Co. Down. A 
ig comb out followed but Aiken escaped the net. Innocent people, sympathisers 
and neighbours were not so lucky; many being arrested, beaten or shot out of hand 
jut Aiken was keeping a careful count and in time would even up with chosen 
reprisals. He was not above taking reprisals upon ‘uninvolved’ Protestants whom he 


knew had aided the English 


On June 23, 1921, following the opening on the previous day of the Six County 
parliament in Belfast City Hall, Aiken mounted an ambush at Ardavoyle on a mili 


tary train returning to Dublin, close to the stone viaducts, wrecking the train, killing 


four soldiers and injuring many more. 80 of the horses engaged in the ceremony died. 
a dramatic ‘no peace without freedom’ answer to the pe: iddress of King 

V on the day before, and doubtless was widly mourned by 'animal lovers 
[he slaughter of Catholics in Belfast and around other areas of the newly creat 
ed statelet caused him, early in June, to issue a directive calling for the general 
destruction of enemy property; property of Orangemen, reprisals of six to one, and 
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planned, with his adjutant John McCoy, still at liberty, a mass escape fo1 himself and 
his garrison; a hole, with its intended location carefully paced, was blown in the 
wall, and his entire company of 120 escaped on the morning of July 28, nine days 
after his arrest. Tl reak out was from the old barrack still there , behind the 
Cr which, like criminals, they had been consigned. Early on the morning of 
August 12, Aiken came in from the Cooley Mountains and with 60 men waded the 
Castletown River; he approached the gates on the north and south ends of the mili 
tary barracks, (the same military barracks as exis ind carefully laying 
powerful mines, blew them open with devastating effect. As C.S Andrews, who was 
present, in Dublin Made Me t it; as a guerilla operation the recapture of Dundalk 
was by far the most spectacularly efficient operation carried out by the LR.A. 200 


) 


Republicans were released from the old jail, while Governor Barrows and his staff 
were clamped into cells.* 

Meanwhile a government committee, heavily loaded towards constitutionalism 
had been set up. Its report, presented August 19, completely overturned Collins 
policy. “As soon as possible all military operations on the part of our supporters in 
or against the North East should be brought to an end’ 

Still offering peace overtures, Aiken held Dundalk from Sunday until Thursday 
fter which his company withdrew. In September he was appointed on to the new 
largely symbolic Republican government; the members and soldiers of which were 
daily finding it ever harder to obtain a respite. Facing the inevitability of defeat, as 
iis forces melted in the Border countryside, he was called by De Valera, with Tom 
errig, to accompany them to Co. Waterford for peace talks at Bliantas, followed 
two days later by their continuance at the cottage in the valley of the Nier. 

Aiken typically was a man who always held his peace; it is not on record what 
'oints he may have put forward at this and the subsequent meeting at Poulacappal, 
'ut it would be safe to say that a spirited local commander such as he had proved 


umself to be would ve had little confidence in a leadership that retreated from 
wilderness to wilderness. Almost the only recorded note upon the top level meeting 
of March 23 to 26 in the Nier Valley area, attended by the entire military leadership 
and De Valera is that covered by Sean Dowling in the second edition of Survivors 
[he political course then privately put forward by De Valera to Frank Aiken was 
said afterwards by Sean Dowling to have laid the basis for their future entry into 
government 

Aiken was again present at the adjourned meeting of the command staff at 
Poulacappal, near Mullinahone, when, with Liam Lynch now dead, the decision 
was taken to cease all offensive action. He was there appointed Chief of Staff, and so 
continued until the I.R.A Convention of November 1925, at Dalkey, when he was 


unseated in favour of Andy Cooney, who, shortly afterwards, stepped down in 


Andrews 


s this sharp twist of policy towards compliance with London that has caused some 


to believe that England had a hand in the killing of Collins three days later; the hand of ex-British 


soldier Emmet Dalton, accompanying him, being seen in it [his writer does not accept that 
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SERGT-MAJOR 
MICK FAHEY, 
NEWBRIDGE: 


Introduced by Courtesy of 
Col. Desmond A. Swan 


Mick Fahey was born in 1913, and joined the Army as a private in 1932, transfer 
ring to the military police in late 1934, retiring in the seventies. He and Col. Swan have 
been on many peace keeping missions abroad. He is a tall spare upright man, hailing 
originally from the Clonmel area, but long settled with his family in Newbridge 

He had some experience with [.R.A prisoners in Cork Jail, and in Arbour Hill, 
where he knew officers Lennon and Duffy. He arrived in the Curragh in 1938 

View on Free State Staff: Taking names at random, he « xplained; Capt. Casey, 
Sergt-Major of military policemen in Dublin; he was from Kerry or < 
M in charge of is 

Adjutant of the Camp 
idright; real OK. He was in charge of records; in fact as he spent most of his time on 
administration. Mick Fahey was puzzled as to how he could have impinged upon 
the prisoners 

Tommy the Cook’: he could not recognise that name but Sergt. Ned Gill was an 
old timer. He was in charge of shifts and came from west of Ireland 


Commdt. James Guiney, he was friendly and talkative to everyone; a real 


Kerryman with no regard for rank. He was always tipping at greyhounds, he had 


been garrison O.C, but after Fire was placed over the ( 


Corporal O'Connor was a big tall fellow and very atl c. He was from Kerry 
Capt Tennant wa I e west of Ireland. He was quiet and at first appeared 
unsure of his bearings the ( agh; nothing sticks out about him 
Carr w Brigadier Gen. Bill is retired and is the sole person apart from 
Fahey, still alive is living in north Kerry: was a strict person and not popula: 
with some Army personnel although Col. Swan liked him; could be described as 
meticulous and rather dogged. Was handsome 
written a Prehistoric History the 5000 acre Curragh, and has 
spoken t: d Kildare Society 
Commdt. M.J. Cummins: he was ‘eased out’ after the Fire: I can't please every 
had failed to report a warning he received from P. MacLogan) 
Clancy (Piss in the Bucket): he was in charge of the sweep when 
Liam Lynch was killed on the Knockmealdowns above Newcastle, at Goatenbridge 
on April 10, 1923. He is so listed by Florence O'Donoghue. A colourful characte: 
Fahey reports. He joined the Blueshirts, adoring O'Duffy, while on the Reserve. As 
a result he was missed, but taken back after applying in the Emergency 


Another brother joined 'Duffy's brigade for Spain. They were both ‘22 men. He 


\ ppendix 


» brothers are 


f Drangan, lying 


a parcel 
from al 
Doctor O'Neill: as medical 1 ri a 1 very young man. Thackabery was 
medical o1 ly and was married and living in Brownstown. It was well known to 
aff that he had a rough tongue, and h 
apprehended. Fahey thought that his undercover 
ration he had for Frank Driver 
Seret-Maior: Sergt Fahey had nothing p 
Henry was a Reserve officer fr 
| Commdt. Michael Lennon of Arbour Hill were both ‘22 men 
Lennon had two brothers in the Army. He hailed from Co. Kilkenny 
Chaplains: are not subject to military law although in the British 
and carry the rank of Captain. Wearing uniform is discretionary | 
nated Chaplain. In the Camp there was Fr. Carey and Fr. McGurk 
thought that they passed occasional titbits of harmless inf tion to some prison- 
1 


ers in Confession. On the other hand a prisoner could say he wished to sign out and 


they would arrange it by way of parole 
they was in the Glasshouse from early 1940: he 1 meets men who knew 

him but he is sometimes unsure is this an Army man or a former internee. He can 
recall well the ‘characters’ such as P. MacAndrew. M adhain, Behan, MacLogan, 
the Grogans etc. MacAndrew, and Driver 'insisted' they be interned. They would 
have felt hard done by if they had not been 

Army Procedures: Military police, he says, had no power over sentries as they 
were under Army command: A P.A could not direct a sentry in a box to fire his 
weapon 


The Fire: When this brok t on Saturday, December 14, Sergt. Fahey was in K 


Lines, a barrack holding separateh i la [here were 10 
barracks: A nes, B. Lines and so on 

All were at once rushed to the Camp but only 6 armed P.A’s entered: normally 
they were not armed and they were never armed inside the Camp. On this occasion 
they were afraid to enter unarmed; they were in insufficient numbers and could eas 
ily have been over М.Ј. Cummins і received a warning of an 
impending prote [ f he did not act upon it hence (like 


Harney and Enda O'Ri | from not too far away for this piece of of 


ven though he died 
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Capt. Curran in the Magazine), he was phased out or cashiered, although later rein- 
stated. Fahey says Cummins ‘was very пісе; he did not foresee trouble and failed to 
react. 

[he 6 P. A's he says could not enter for some time as the gate was barred, and 
even the brigade was prevented entering. 

They realised that they had to break the new leadership after the Fire: hence the 
Glasshouse regime. Meanwhile the nights spent with no clothing subdued the 
internees. The cold, he says, near killed them. 

Commdt. J. Guiney was not at the races, as rumoured, but he was now placed in 
charge. As a result the regime got much harder after the Fire. Liam Leddy, Mick 
Fahey considers, was very upright. 

Tunnels: Fog: From talking to Mick Fahey, this writer's guess is that the Free 
State did not know of the tunnel network, but they probably did know of the 1943 
single tunnel effort 

Leave them tunnel away, was an expression that Fahey heard around that time 

The Free State had sound detectors which Mike Fahey had the use of but they 
recorded nothing, he says. He points put that much of the Curragh is sandy and 
hence unsuitable for tunnelling. A rabbit, he says, will always burrow through clay 

Nonetheless a tractor was sometimes loaded and did the rounds to test for tunnels. 

Bed boards, split, he learned afterwards, were used as supports, and replace 
ments were got by pleading to Q.M Blanchfield that the board had broken. As a 
result Blanchfield was transferred 

In fog it was a regular practice that P. A's were placed outside the fence but he 
avers that they were not armed. 

Sentrys through the night regularly called the hour; ‘No.1 post, eleven o'clock, 
and all is well 

Loaf supplies were cut: Fahey was often on this duty. The person supplying the 
canteen shop was a civilian so the loaf was split to show that nothing was inside. 

Spring beds: This sounds an unlikely story but Mick Fahey held that they were 
supplied in the Camp before it opened. Oscar Traynor saw this on an inspection at 
an early stage while noting that the P. A's had only boards. He directed then that they 
be switched 

Parole for German and Allied prisoners: At first both were (separately) in K 
Lines, but about 1943 the Germans were brought down to the small camp beside the 
Republicans 

Both parties could ‘sign a book’ each morning for a daily parole whereby they 


promised to return about nightfall. Fahey says the Germans always seemed to have 


had plenty of money at that time 
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NEIL GOOLD- 
VERSCHOYLE: 


Jim Savage, his fellow internee, describes Neil Goold as generally respected. Jim 
was on the left; he was associated with the Connolly Group, and he attended his 
classes. Liam Burke of Belfast, who was opposed to communism and pro Russian 
politics, while not being a ‘fascist’ or a ‘right winger’, had this to say of Goold; one 


of the most 'rous men I knew. He taught French, German and Russian and was 


prepared to give his time freely to his students. He was in the same hut as myself, 


ind he even mastered Irish. He lived like you would expect a dedicated communist 
to live; army boots, unlaced; an old Martin Henry suit, thread bare, and that sailor's 
п Mattie O'Neill looked him up in Moscow in 1966 he was still wear 
f Neil Goold saw ѕоти 
Pierce Fennel declares, but 
in him 
versations we have had it would be difficult to find a word of 
harshness or criticism of Neil Goold, and yet the liberal wing of the Camp, where 
Pearse Kelly presided as O.C, sought, after two and a half years, to have him 
removed. Kelly was a well educated young man from Dungannon and was not ultra 
Catholic or a right wing person; outside of his journalism he was an LR.A person 
and very much a fenian and from a fenian background. He began to see Goold how- 
ever as ‹ Ire ( пе | hi | 
helped to draft the little 1942 Statem of Republican licy, a synopsis of 
which is in 
Anyone reading that will understand the widening breach created by those in 
the Connolly G p who felt they had to sign out in order to assist in Russia's rev- 
olutionary war, and the stoic Irish Republicans determined never to yield. Besides 
have the w Xf Neil's friend, Jim Savage; his offence was Mountjoy material but 
hoved him into the Curragh instead; the implication clearly being that the Staters 
wished to create trouble and divisiveness within the Camp 
[hat was occurring anyway, and would certainly have occurred without the 
presence \ ;oold, but the fact that he was a declared advocate of signing out, 
although making no such move himself, caused Kelly in the end to press for his 
removal 
In the series of articles published in January 1969 in The Irish Independent, Pearse 
Kelly recoun his development [giving lectures on communism] caused us grave 
concern and eventually it had to be brought to the notice of a Bishop. Within three 
days Goold was removed to Mountjoy prison’. The Bishop was the Most Rev 
Thomas Keogh, Bishop of Kildare and Leighlin, and while one does not know what 
Kelly ‹ municated to him, the gloss was sufficiently coloured to work wonders for 


the Army and to have Goold removed 


Hamilton Neil Stuart Goold-Verschoyle had an astonishing, not to say striking 
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lineage, without even touching upon the pre Tudor background of his ancestry. 
Commencing only with the early 18th. century period he could list a Burke ancestor 
who descended from Grainne Ni Mháille, while another had been the lawyer to 
Patrick Sarsfield and a co-signatory of the Treaty of Limerick 

In that period alone there repose so many distinguished people in his ancestry 
that it would be impossible to list them all here, but reference must be made to 
another, Thomas Goold, member of the Irish House of Commons, who spoke elo 
quently against the Union. Coming swiftly forward we find that his sister, Eileen, 
was sister in law of George Otto Simms, late Pastor of the Archdiocese of Dublin, 
while her daughter married the grandson of Douglas Hyde, and George Otto him 
self, although not directly related, was married to the great grand daughter of Young 
Irelander, William Smith O'Brien. As a throw away we might add that the second 
cousin of Neil's father was Constance Gore Booth, Countess Markievicz. There may 
be skeletons in the cupboard somewhere but clearly the shabby, unlaced, fellow cap- 
tive we had in the Curragh came from a distinguished background. 

We may commence entering upon that background with Thomas Goold (the 
same who opposed the Union), a barrister, who made a fortune at the bar around 
1800, and purchased an estate (accompanied by the usual army of tenants and 
retainers), of 15,000 acres at Athea in the Co. Limerick area, close to the Kerry bor- 
der 

Monelena, Athea, is of course, where Con Colbert, executed 1916 leader, came 
from. Thomas Goold's great grandson by now joined Verschoyle, is listed at a num- 


ber of places but principally Dunkineely, a village on Inver Bay, five miles east of 


Killybegs, where Neil was born in December 1904. 

[he great estate at Athea by then was long gone; the family in Dunkineely lived 
modestly in a bay-windowed late Victorian house on the right hand side, going 
west, still known as the manor house. Like most townspeople at that time, they had 
a maid and one or two family retainers. 

Neil is listed in Burkes Irish Family Records, as of Ballybodonnell and 
Cashelshanaghan, an estate in north Donegal which he sold in 1959; which was the 
year that he finally left Ireland and returned to his wife and son Pytor in the Soviet 
Union. Thanks to the good offices of Francis McKay of Lifford we have located Castle 
Shanaghan (two words on some maps) as halfway between Letterkenny and 
Ramelton, on the right hand side, and hence backing upon Lough Swilly. The 
barony is Cashelshanaghan and clearly at one time the estate covered a wide area, 
in which there are still some notable residences. The father of Geoffrey Coulter, 


Protestant republican, already noted in this work was bank manager in Ramelton 


Cashelshi "han is now known as Castle Grove" 

Neil Goold - he dropped Verschoyle in the Curragh period - was educated а! 
Cheltenham, one of England’s foremost public schools, and at London University, 
where he graduated with a BSc, BA. This is the period of the ‘Apostles’ at 


* Desmond Greaves in The Life and Times of James Connolly, refers to the ‘landlord Goold 
Verschoyle’ among those, with J.B Armour of Ballymoney, resisting the Orange faction then 


vigorously entrenched against Home Rule 
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Neil Goold, with son Pytor, a picture taken in the Soviet Union in the early 1960's 
PICTURE SUPPLIED BY /DAVID SIMMS 


Cambridge; Burgess, Maclean, Philby, Blunt and others, all of whom were 
recruited for Soviet espionage. There was a pro Russian ferment among upper class 
English at that time, so it is quite possible that Neil was known to some of them. 
There however, the paths, had they ever converged, diverged, because Neil set off 
for Russia in 1932, and shortly after, married Olga Ivanovna Dobrova with whom he 


had a son Pytor, born in September 1933. 
People could travel fairly freely to Russia in the late twenties and the early thir- 


ties and they could even marry into Russians. It was a short period of relaxation 
under losif Stalin, who had gained unchallenged control in 1927, but all of that 
ended with the assassination of his close colleague, Sergei Kirov, in Leningrad, in 
December 1934. Instantly a dark night descended upon the land 

Pre-occupying Stalin's thoughts at all times was the notion that the world's first 
socialist state was open to warlike attack, and hence dissent was a luxury not to be 
permitted. It is not known how the couple and their son survived, living, one pre- 
sumes, in an apartment of sorts in Moscow, but in 1938, with the seeming immi- 
nence of war, he was obliged to leave and be separated from both his wife and five 
vear old boy. It says much for his belief in the system that he remained a dedicated 
communist, despite losing all trace of his wife and son over a long period. They were 
located again in 1957, and Neil joined them once more, following his permanent 
return there in 1959. 

We must here touch upon Neil's Dunkineely family and the sad mystery of his 
younger brother Brian. With father and mother there was Eileen, the eldest, Neil, 
Sheila, Brian and Denis. Early on Denis had departed for South Africa; Eileen 
became the mother of David Simms, while Sheila went to live in Wexford and was 
living there until recently. Brian however, perhaps influenced from Russia by Neil 
whom he had visited there, departed for Spain in the autumn of 1936, the civil war 
having then commenced. Aged 26, he was a radio specialist and he may have sought 
to offer his skills to the republican cause. Falling foul however of one of the many 
factions then in Catalonia, he was arrested imprisoned and extradited to the Soviet 
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Union where he died in a Stalinist prison camp 
His 1 e is said to have been mentioned in some book although, almost сет 
tainly, he did not survive World War 2. It is extraordinary therefore that this harsh 
treatment of younger brother Brian did not cause Neil to deviate from communism 
Geoffrey Palmer recalls Neil's arrival in Dublin about 1931 and his association 
with the Commun ; the leadership being then shared by Sean Murray, as sec 

rkin junior 

wrived in Connolly House in Great Strand Street, as Geoffrey 
ittired in an old grey overcoat, rope tied, sloppy wellingtons, 
| smelling to high heaven. Sean Murray, taken aback by this apparition, 
nonetheless speaking with a cultured anglo accent, took him to one side and told 


him he would bring the party into disrepute if he did not spruce up. Thereupon he 


ed to wash, and at subsequent meetings he appeared in a dark suit with white 
| Christian brother’. At this time he used sell the English Daily 
porti yf the G.P.O and, as it was seen to be a communist news 
lIrew abuse from passers by. Shortly after this he slipped off to 
1, for a time, settled there 
Ils and as we all know, upon his release at the end of 1943, he 
ganise a rural group, the turf workers, and also farm 
re organised fairly successfully by Sean Dunne later on 
on the periphery of things; scarcely accepted as a full 
member of the Party, many of whom looked upon him as way out and a bit of a 
crank 
is known to hold open air classes for nort de youngsters in 
| Square. How permanent they were time the area had 
teeming tenements in one of which Neil may have lived - one cannot now say 
radually, in the ve: еѓоге his departure, Geoffrey says, he had become isolated 
rom the 
ind Charlie Harkin - Nora being a McGinley from Glen 
1939 period, after he had returned from a five year sojourn 


20 


in Rus They were living then in Furry Park, Killester, a rendezvous 20 years ear 


lier of Michael Collins and that interesting Irish lady Moya Llewelyn-Davies (the 


n 


mansion still stands)*; Neil, unfortunately, had lapsed into the smelly old down 
ind-out ways from which Sean Murray seven years earlier had rescued him. Attired 
vercoat, muddy boots and unshaven he had, Nora says, all the appear 
1914 mid-European peasant 

' was still selling papers, The Irish Democrat, trom London and a 
republican t d, which could not have been An Phoblacht, then no longer in cir 

culation, but might have been the Wolfe Tone Weekly 
Nora describ Jeil as ‘а vulnerable person’; in political matters she considered 
him naive. She would compare him however to a Quaker; as a person of great puri 


ty. Later on Nora was to be an officer in the Ireland Soviet Friendship Society from 


its foundation in 1946, and she remains faithful to the Third International until the 


sent time. She had, of course, the honour of sheltering Peadar O'Donnell in his 


і declining - and ever argumentive - years 
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Throughout the sixties and early seventies numbers of Irish people were suc- 
cessful, although sometimes with difficulty, in meeting Neil in Moscow Certainly 
Frank Edwards, Johnny Nolan of New Books and Michael O'Riordan tracked him 
down and met him there. 

Pytor, now under the Russian name of Guverov, married in 1966 and is known 
to have a son. Olga, Neil's wife, died in December 1982, whereupon he married Vera 
Grotsuko, who still lives in Moscow. Neil died on September 30, 1987 

David Simms, his nephew in Dublin, to whom we are indebted, says that he 
called upon Neil in 1960 and again in 1966. The family properties were entailed 
upon Neil as the eldest son, but at no time did he attempt to influence him regard- 
ing the taking out of probate or the disposal of ownerships. There is a story of fam- 


ily silver stashed in a bank in England, because of Neil's reluctance to touch it; as sil- 


ver is at all times readily saleable, and the rewards from it could have been used to 
advance party interests, we must treat that one as an unlikely story 
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RÓISÍN NI | 
MHÉARA: CÉ HÍ 
SEO AMUIGH? 


Ihe Story of an Irish Girl 
in Berlin During World 
War 2. 


Róistin Ni Mhéara 
by Francis Stuart in Berlin in 1941 


Ni Mhéara, from an Irish background - her father dying in Flanders - was 


Roisin 
adopted by General Sir lan Hamilton and Lady Hamilton in 1918 at their home, No 
1 Hyde Park Gardens. It was London’s most posh address; Sir Ian, a distinguished 
Scotsman, then retired, was president of the British Legion, and it was at a very 
swank function in their house that Róisín's mother and the child first met the 
Hamiltons. Thereafter it was a royal and dazzling upbringing for the child whisked 
from one stately home to another; to rural Surrey, where the clan owned the manor 
house Lullenden; nearby was Chartwell, home of the Churchills, included in the 
Sunday visiting rounds; to another residence on the Riviera, or to the ancestral home 
in Scotland, Deanston, and the towering patrimony of the Hamilton relatives at Blan 
Drummond and Lennoxlove, where Rudolph Hess landed in May 1941 

Ihe Hamiltons could trace their ancestry beyond Maire Stuart; his wife was the 
daughter of the Irishman who restored Bunratty Castle, Lord Gort; presenting it 
then to the nation. At soirées in their home the gatherings included, earlier on, Sir 
Roger Casement, then the Laverys, Sir Shane Leslie, opera singer Claire Sheridan, 
the poet Yeats, and hundreds more daoine mor le rádh. “Му little Irish colleen’ cried 
Lady Lavery, clasping the child to her, on the eve of the Treaty soc ial round, in which 


the painter's wife played a crucial part (leading to her portrait long adorning the old 


Free State bank notes) 

In such a glittering company, as she tells it; d'eirigh mé faichilleach, aonaránachi, 
mórtas cine na h-Éireann ag borradh ionam. And yet this strikingly beautiful Irish 
colleen fresh from the finishing schools of Paris and Munich, was to spend the entire 
life-time of World War 2 in Berlin, a witness to the pride and victories of Nazism, to 
the enveloping clouds, and to the rush headlong towards defeat. A priceless asset to 
the Rundfunkhaus with her fluent command of five languages and her knowledge 
of upper crust England 

She enjoyed living as she did, even in Berlin, in spacious luxury, until the night 
time of defeat closed in and she remained aonaránach among, the bombed out ruins 
- the stricken were no longer being rescued from under them and she could see the 
fattened rats emerge - when, with the Soviet guns booming 30 kilometres off, she 
squeezed aboard a last train (going anywhere!) in mid-March 1945; dirty, unwashed 
and carrying her all in a sack, for the questionable safety of the mountain country to 
the south 

Róisín was a close witness from 1938 of a Europe staggering towards war; she 
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lived through it and tasted the aftermath of defeat; but here we will touch solely 
upon her wartime accounts of the tiny Irish colony in Berlin, and her view outwards 
on happenings in Ireland. In her last pre war visit to Ireland, she stayed with Helen 
Daly, but whether this is the Margarethe mentioned in Enno Stephan’s Spies in 
Ireland, we cannot be sure." 

Returning to Paris she brought with her Dorothy Macardle's The Irish Republic; 
the 20 year old upper crust British colleen was already bitten by her Irishness. A 
strong believer that Ireland in the coming war should not ally with England, she 


describes the growing interest in German news papers at this time in political events 


in Ireland and in Irish culture. Roger Casement's story was recalled; Maud Gonne's 


Servant of the Queen was listed for publication in translation. To an official in Vienna 
therefore she offered her services which, inevitably, would be in the field of broad- 
casting. Her first assignment was on a morning news programme when their broad- 
cast was faked as the voice of Radio Warsaw. With the collapse of Poland she was 
speedily switched to Berlin having turned down an offer to broadcast from Danzig. 
At a very early stage, after his return to Berlin in January 1940, Francis Stuart com- 
mences to figure in her story. 

Francis was to first seek that she type the manuscript of a new novel, a task she 
was able to avoid, forcing him to find girl students eager to slave for the 39 year old 
Irishman. Dr. Ruth Weiland, a middle aged academic skilled in translating the classi 
cal authors in English, roped the party together on an undoubtedly propagandist 
work, Irische Freiheitskampfer, (Irish Fighters of Freedom). Francis would write on 
Eamon De Valera, Róisín on Padraig Mac Piarais, Franz Fromme - who knew him - 
upon Roger Casement, Ruth Weiland on Maud Gonne while the Celtic Institute of 
Berlin would make other contributions. This was all in the era of the ‘phoney war’, 
weeks before the great German blitzkriegs upon Norway, France and Dunkirk, and a 
full twelve months before real bombs fell upon Berlin; real bombs that would even- 
tually level the heart of that city and kill many of the people still holding on there. 

Francis had with him photographs of Iseult and their two children, and these he 
showed Róisín, together with their home, the granite built barrack of Laragh - still 
there - and which was to be a short resting place for Goertz after his parachute jump 
into Co. Meath in May. Paradoxically Róisín held De Valera in high regard, paying 
tribute to his tight rope policy of neutrality at that time 

Early on too Lieut. Colonel Herman Goertz - Goertz, as we have it - makes his 
appearance in her account. They met in a restaurant in the company of Professor 
Franz Fromme, an old time cultural expert on Ireland, and they shared a bottle of 
wine together as he told her of his intention to be flown into Ireland. That was in the 
month of December in a cellar , in the Kurfurstendamm, and his objective, as he told 
her, would be to help to reunite again and to free Ireland; a tall order; and would 
Róisín act as a recipient of the radio messages he would send back from Erin? 

She was not ready for that, nor did she wish for the involvement. Searchingly she 


* Margarethe Daly, was seemingly known to Frank Ryan, and in October/ November act- 
ing as a governess in Spain. She successfully brought upon the Japanese evacuation ship, 
Fishimi Maru, a new code and invisible ink pads for Goertz. See Enno Stephan, Spies in Ireland 
jut whether Margarethe was earlier in Ireland as Helen Daly we do not know. 
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; contacts might be in Ireland. At this stage the name of 
5 on the point of arriving in Germany, 
a reliable transmitter" 
1 writer, married to Iseult Gonne who was laud 
through Y who had himself sought 20 years earlier to marry 
vould soon becon etter acquainted with Francis when they сате 
a large apartment tog lhaobhaiomar le cheile eo h-instinneach. On their пех 


resent, the four drank an fíon ba rogha 


meeting in the same restaurant, with Francis 


| 
r 
vidently was his wont, mounted the table and 
that was unwelcome to Goertz 

igeable weather forced a postponement twice of Goertz's departure for 

Meanwhile he studied carefully maps and information on the country, with 

ular attention paid to the Glendalough and Shankill areas. Evidently he hoped 

| be landed close to Laragh, rather than close to Trim, a loca 

a cross country journey of some days. Goertz was a mili 

tary man and proud of it; proud of his membership of the Royal Guard in World War 
One when he had gained an Iron Cross 

Goertz, however, failed to understand the changed viewpoints between the ‘Old 

[.R.A' and De Valera and its acceptance of the status quo and the ‘new LR.A', some of 

them with a left wing outlook,** while others sought, now that England was heavi 


ly engaged, an immediate attack upon the Six Counties 


in the same month of December. It should not 
have been used for LR.A b ts gular broadcasting made a transmitter easily 
detectabl iter a set belongir LR.A w livered to the house Konstanz the home of 
Stephen Held on Templeog id, but tha ; captured in the police raid upon the house 
May 22, 1940. ^ I ony Deery turned up another 
"This is very clear from h iaries in the Irish Times of September 1947) where he wished 
iat the LR.A ll ions in the 26 Counties, assisting him instead in sabotage in the Six 
anything. They soon parted as the I.R.A were not will 
é landestinely made use of Republican call houses 
One su iccount which we have is as follows: ‘after the arrests in Fenit, February 1942 of 
Jim Crofton - when with th s aid, Goertz, feeling he could make no progress in Ireland 
was endeavouring sail t an a strange man arrived at our door. My mother opened the 
door of our house in Cork city: outside there was a gentleman holding a message from John 
Joe Sheehy of Tral Му mother invited him in, putting down the kettle. He said he was on 
the run, that he was wanted, that a number of them had been arrested in Kerry and could h« 
stay with us. € i£ with a refined accent, he said who he was but it meant nothing to us 
The first thing my mother did was to go upstairs, bringing down a pioneer pin and sticking it 
on to his coat. That would identify him as Irish; she later remarked to neighbours that our 
uncle from Blarney suffering from a nervous breakdown had come to stày with us. He 
stayed for quite a few weeks, but circumstances cau а my father to become nervous as 
there was a number of L.D.F men (Local Defence Force) living about. He had him transferred 
as a pauper into the district hospital, although keeping contact with us by messages passed to 
and fro 
After a few weeks he came back to us and, while staying inside a lot, used also go walking 
in the countryside with us. He asked me then for a good map of West Cork and, upon being 
given that, he departed. I believe he may have gone to the Brennans, prosperous bakers in the 
Bandon area, or he may have stayed with the Hayes family there. On his return he had with 
him a small transmitter which I gave later to a Fianna officer from whom it may have been cap 
tured. He was inquiring about Irish boats leaving Cork for Portugal, but | had only one ship- 
xing contact who was unlikely to be at a sufficiently important level to be of assistance to him 
{е left us shortly after 
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This would have interfered with Irish neutrality; Irish neutrality being then to 
Germany's advantage the Foreign Office in Berlin wished to have nothing to do with 
the І.К.А. In the end Róisín considered the mission a failure, suggesting British 
inspired sabotage from the Berlin end where Admiral Canarias was in charge of 
counter intelligence in Abwehr 11. He was executed as a traitor in 1945. Looking back 
she feels he was a fly in the ointment all along in that he did not properly support 
the venture. Hence Róisín points an accusing finger at him and at his chief Hans 
Oster, executed with him, comparing his relationship to that of Stephen Hayes and 
his controller Larry de Lacy. That the tribulations of war had made him an anti- Nazi 
was clear; that he was an agent all along is doubtful. 

After dropping Goertz near Ballivor, Co. Meath, the pilot on his return on May 
4, 1940 was unable to say precisely where he had dropped him as his attention was 
distracted by the sudden appearance of a British night fighter plane. The brief arrest 
of Iseult, which followed her visit to Switizer's - no less - buying mens' garments, 
upset the ambassador Eduard Hempel who had not been informed by his own 
authorities; Hempel being prickly in support of Dublin's neutrality. At this point 
Róisín casts doubt upon the good faith of Stephen Held to whose home at 
Templeogue he had been brought; a doubt that is not sustained by the evidence. A 
sub-office of Foreign Affairs, Berlin, carried on normal relations with official Dublin, 
while embassy messages were transmitted and received by radio from 58 
Northumberland Road until 1942 when a government order closed their radio. 

Sean Russell's arrival in Germany in May 1940* brought her into contact with 
Kurt Haller and Dr. Veesenmayer for the first time. Haller, a low size man, was tem- 
porarily with Abwehr 11, while Veesenmayer was a foreign office man in touch with 
Irish affairs. Both of these figure frequently in the accounts where Russell and Frank 
Ryan are concerned. Róisín herself had a high opinion of Haller whom she found 
helpful and kindly; he survived until war's end in Berlin and for long after, to write 
the only accurate account of the secret Irish / German relationships of the period. She 
discounts completely the frequently quoted Erwin Lahousen of Abwehr 11, upon 
whom many historians rely, and whom, she says, engaged willingly in the prosecu- 
tions at Nurnberg. 


*He travelled, signed on - but not acting - as a fireman aboard the U.S liner Washington to 
Genoa where he was met by Professor Franz Fromme; a photograph taken then shows him 
with a pale emaciated face. He was coming to Germany at his own request as his American bail 
bond would expire on April 16, 1940 

He travelled to Berlin with Fromme on May 3, and was quickly accommodated in a week- 
end house on the outskirts of the city with an Austrian N.C.O by name Planer, as his batman. 
Dr. Edmund Veesenmayer of the Foreign Office, was in overall control, with section leader 
Kurt Haller as his close liaison. By a mishap of hours he had failed to meet Goertz before the 
latter flew on May 5 for Ireland: Clearly it would have assisted Goertz to have met him, and 
Haller, knowing this, rushed him to Kassel but the plane had flown. Two weeks after his arrival 
he commenced laboratory study of the latest sabotage techniques which he hoped to teach 
those engaged upon an incursion into the North. ‘Russell firmly held that the Irish would 
accept German aid only on their own terms’ is stated in the U.S published Shamrock and the 
Swastika, and that viewpoint emerges also from Enno Stephan's work. Yet how practicable that 
would have been for Irish neutrality in the shifting fortunes of a great war it is difficult to say 
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Sean Russell, late Chief of Staff, IL.R.A 


Го enable the conspirators to remain free from intrusion in a city where, despite 
the Gestapo, spying could be a hazard, Haller arranged an apartment sufficiently large 
for another refugee from Erin, and he bowled Roisin over when he informed her that 
this might be Frank Ryan. They were in luck with the accommodation that Haller 
found for them; the top floor of a mansion in the best part of the city, the owners leav 
ing it for the rural safety of their castle in Pommerania. Francis, for ethical reasons, felt 


that he should introduce Róisín as his sister, causing the departing fraulein to raise an 
eyebrow at the obvious difference in their age and appearance. But, no matter, at first, 
and for perhaps another whole year, all would be brightness and joy. Across the tree 
filled square lived Lilo Anderson, whom they frequently met, authoress of Lili Marlene 


which John Steinbeck considered ‘the most beautiful love song 


Helen Daly, facing camera in pre-war Munich. Could this be the Margarthe Daly known to Frank 


Ryan and footnoted here? PHOTOS SUPPLIED BY:CÉ HI SIN AMUIGH 


Róisín never met Sean Russell following his arrival as Haller had arranged a 
rural villa for him where he remained, keeping out of contact with the Irish colony; 
in contact only with those specialists with whom presumably he discussed tactics 
and methods for future guerrilla warfare. There are seemingly no records of this, but 
Róisín gives us to understand that he was held in high esteem by those in contact 


with him 
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Róisín reports adversely on the 38 year old Frank Ryan who arrived, sickly and 
emaci: ^ in the first days of August. " She compares him to a spoiled child unwill 
ing to be patient with the shortages and rationing of wartime. As with many deaf 


persons, he was suspicious of everyone around him. Biodh sé ag fail Іос ar gach ийе 
rud. The experience in the submarine off the coast of Galway, when Russell died and 
was buried at sea, did not pre for he now faced a purposeless future with a coun- 
try and a war that was out of step with his outlook. Nothing had been said to Ryan 
about the intended journey; seemingly it was Russell's wish that he should accom- 
pany him (and indeed it appears to have been Russell who instigated his rescu« 
from Franco in the first place) although, for security reasons, that was communicat 
ed to him only on the day preceding departure, August 8, from Wilhelmshaven 
Bearing in mind the number of times that English poison had ended the life of 


an Irish leader, Róisín is not above hinting that that may have been the case in the 
death of Sean Russell. By all accounts a reasonably healthy man when leaving 
Berlin, but recalling that Admiral Canarias was in charge of the operation from 
headquarters could a crew member have dispensed a poison, she asks. It is hard to 
credit; those of the crew who attended Russell during the seven days that they were 
at sea were closely questioned, as was Frank Ryan, upon the submarine's return. 

If mystery it is, it remains; the cause of death of the 51 year old Russell was given 
as perforated ulcers."* Taking the wider view, unsaid by Róisín, Russell's return to 
Ireland in August 1941, (although quite likely that he would have been speedily 
arrested) could have been a set-back, indeed unwelcome, for the Movement. Burial 
took place at sea 100 miles west of Galway; it had been intended to land the pair at 
their own request close to Ballyferriter. 

Dr. Veesenmayer, who held Russell in high regard, ordered that his papers and 
personal effects be collected and held for his relatives, including a portrait that 
Veesenmayer had commissioned, but these were lost later in air raids.On his return 
Frank Ryan was lodged by Haller in a private house close to Róisín and Francis, 
there being an arrangement that he would eat with them. There were however dif- 
ficulties; rationing was increasingly severe and Ryan's coupons did not arrive for 
some time. Francis would endeavour on these mealtime occasions to make conver- 
sation, to lift his morale, ach bhíodar ro neamhchostiil 6 na cheile. Worse still, Róisín's 
cooking was far from perfect and, with her upper crust English accent, Ryan viewed 


her with suspicion. His flight by car with Haller from Madrid to an exotic interlude 


in Paris, had left him unprepared for the hard life in Berlin where he made no effort 
to move about unless Francis took him walking, or to understand the language; at 
this time Róisín had herself commenced to learn Irish from a fellow Irishman, Liam 
Mulally* who had found himself stranded in the east at the outbreak of the war. 
Hitler, as we know, baulked at launching an invasion of England. Whether it was 


* He ‘escaped’ from Burgos, Spain, on July 14, 1940, arriving in Germany on August 4; thus 
allowing him almost three weeks around Р; aris to recuperate 


** The U boat had no doctor, only a medical orderly who, at Ryan's request administered 
a mild purgative resulting in a violent sickness accompanied by severe pains, and these pains 
are said to have commenced shortly after leaving Wilhelmshaven. Russell was said later by his 
brother to have had a history of stomach trouble 
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the natural risk of failure or a deeply held feeling, as one suspects, for the Anglo 
Saxon cousins, we cannot be sure. Róisín however was surprised to find herselí 
called in October to the home of Graf Stauffenberg; they were about to invade, he 


с 


told her, and she could assist by being into Surrey with the vanguard and leading it 
direct to Chartwell, the home of Winston Churchill (as if to find him in residence!) 
For a variety of reasons she flatly refused and the discussion ended 

Róisín recalled in May 1941 when Rudolf Hess flew to Scotland, landing at the 
Hamilton home of Lennoxlove (evidently in a last minute attempt to bring England 
into the impending war against Russia), how he had w ith his wife accepted an invi- 
tation from Sir Ian Hamilton to spend a holiday there in the summer of 1939 but, in 
the event, had been unable to do so. Unknown to Hess however, Hamilton would 


have had no influence with Winston Churchill; their ways having drifted apart on 


policy matters some years before. Confusion arose on this issue as the news media at 


the time seized upon the Duke of Hamilton as the quarry whereas it was in fact the 
foster father of Réisin. The papers are still under seal in England until 2010, and 
Róisín adds, for good measure, that Hess was held in Spandau prison in Berlin until 
his death in 1991, not because of Russian intransigence but on orders from London." 

As for Frank, he was of course later on despondent that he had not landed in 
Ireland, although, with advanced tuberculosis, it is doubtful if landing would have 
prolonged his life. He was at all times properly treated in Germany although the 
shortages and hardships bore down inexorably 

Ihe people who stood by him were the Clissmans, Budge and Helmut, Jupp 
Hoven, the former German student from the Ireland of 1930, the faithful Kurt Haller 
- Hoven and Haller being the two who had brought him out of Spain - Francis and 
Gertrude (Madelaine) Meissner. His health collapsed early in 1943, and from then on 
until his death in Dresden on June 10, 1944, he was continuously in and out of hos 
pital. The remains returned to Ireland, and were buried from Whitefriar Street 
Church, all shades and surviving friends present, to Glasnevin Cemetery, on Friday, 
June 22, 1979 

22 Meitheamh 1941; a sunny morning with the windows of the apartment 
opened wide, as Róisín records, when the dread announcement came. Francis rose 
from the table, laying his pen down: Bhí dreach scanraithe orainn araon Bhi sé de thua: 
duinn laithreach go raibh an Ghearmáin caillte. Operation Barbarossa; the invasion of 
Russia had begun 

In the light of this Róisín and Francis ceased to hope for a German victory; in 


their broadcasts they would support the cause of neutrality, while Francis would 


* Mulally survived the war 


** There is evidence, no more than fairly convincing, that his English jailers poisoned the 
old man; as with Napoleon on St. Helena in 1821; as, possibly Eoghan Ruadh in November 
1649. Napoleon was safeguarded on St. Helena by Irish doctor Barry O'Meara, until he fell foul 
of English Bourbon agent Montholon after O'Meara was posted elsewhere. Always drinking 
wine from his own bottle, it was thought, while in the cask, to have been progressively doc- 
tored with arsenic by Montholon who held the key to the wine closet. See the Murder of 


Napoleon, Robson Books, U.S, 1982 
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continue to visit Frank Ryan. At Kurt Haller’s request, and evidently against his 
own judgement, he inspected a prison camp where there were some Irish airmen 
Turas in aisce a bha ё, says Roisin 

[They used meet occasionally іп the home of Moira Ponsonby, and elsewhere 
with William Warnock, Chargé d'Affaires of Ireland; he, in a gentlemanly fashion, 
never touched upon their work there. For a while that work had increased, under 
the gaelic scholar Hans Hartmann, to a daily quarter hour broadcast with a half hour 
at the weekend devoted to drama. The vast entrance hall of the Rundfunkhaus was 
a cross road for the many foreigners, now trapped by war, taking part willy nilly in 


Róisín met for 


programmes not all of them political. It was while passing out that 
the first time William Joyce, ‘Lord Haw-haw,’ whose voice for a while had become 
better known in England than Winston Churchill’s. Rising from his seat she v 
approached by a small, stout, red faced man, who offered her a sheet from a note 
pad. It w: sketch of her two year old daughter waiting patiently for her; ‘Joyce is 
my name,’ he advanced; William Joyce, but he stubbornly failed to acknowledge any 
association with Ireland 

Speaking afterwards to his wife, Róisín learned that, yes, he was born in New 
York in 1906. Shortly after his parents returned to Galway where rumour had it that 
the youth travelled about in the Tan lorries; he would have been 14 at that time so 
the story must be accepted with caution. He remained some years in Galway, being 
educated by Jesuits before proceeding to London where he grew up. A deep scar on 
his throat was a rel f an anti left wing riot in 1924 

Later, in the thirties, he associated with Sir Oswald Mosley, but forsook that 
party because of its socialism; Mosley at one time being a front bench member in 
the Labour government of 1929 - 1931. It was then only that he founded the British 


Union of Fascists, which, incidently, was strongly opposed to relaxing English con- 
trol of Ireland. When Róisín last saw him in the semi dark debris littered foyer of the 
Rundfunkhaus late in 1944, he was sitting morosely at a heavy table failing to notice 
her as she slipped past* 

Is there more to tell? Yes there is; but before we leave Berlin reference must be 


made to John Francis O'Reilly, marooned on the Channel Islands when the Germans 


captured them in July 1940. He was interned in Brunswick, but was allowed to join 


the Rundfunkhaus staff where he broadcast to Ireland under the name of Pat 


O’Brien. Realising that Germany would not win the war, he was persuasive enough 
to have himself flown out as an agent, dropping by parachute into Moveen, near 
Kilkee in December 1943; taking care to hide safely the considerable sum of money 


he brought with him 


Joyce was tried under the same -1351, Act of Edward III treason statute that convicted 


Casement, and hanged in Wandsworth in January 1946. In many ways it was a travesty as it 
referes only to treason within the King's realm; he might have pleaded Irish parentage and U.S cit- 
izenship but he failed to do that. His autobiography was published in Berlin in 1940. His eldest 
child, Heather, now 68 years of age, fought a 20 year campaign to have his remains removed and 
buried in Galway. In that she was successful. Following a Tridentine Mass in 1976, the bones of 
William Joyce were laid to rest in the New Cemetery. See Michael Finlan, Irish Times, February 


2, 1995 
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ed in Berlin by Réisin, Stuart, the Clissmans and Ryan, so 
when Róisín learned much later that, after debriefment 
whether he was т imprisoned in Arbour Hill), he was 
for sums of money, he spilled all he knew of the 
Irish colony to the Britis ities there 


is Roisin express 


that his father was the policeman who arreste¢ 

Fort close to Banna Strand on Good Friday Apri 

What runs in the blood will come out in the n 

some time in the latter part of March 1945, in a ‘last train from Berlin’ situation 
Roisin scraped into Heidell ". With her little girl she was accommodated in the 


Grand Hotel overlooking the Neckar. Within davs she was brought by car to Paris 


to be debriefed by Britain's secret service. Resting in a hospice there, the debriefing 
lasted some weeks. Many adventures followed including a return to Berlin on 
behalf of Caritas where she was a witness to the awfulness of hunger, the cold and 
the ruination of a great capital. Slén асп? a Bheirlin. Санай ltubáistt, cathair mhaor- 
ga reabtha « 


Róisín Ni Mhéara has resided now in Austria for many years but holds tight to 


her links with Erin spending weeks of every summer оп Inis Mor, Inis Mean, Inis 


hiar, and she has brought to life some wonderful ideas in thos places. She has 
written extensively on Ireland's golden age in I urope, from Columbanus to Fergil, 
to Killian; Tomás О Fiach himself was under a debt of gratitude for her assistance 
over the ye; 1 guiding him and his pilgrims into the shrines and holy places as 
they followed the footprints of the Irish saints in 1 urope 
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The only message I have for anybody is to hold on and stick to the Republic 
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NOTES ON 
FRANCIS 
STUART AND 
WARTIME 
GERMAN Y: 
from the account by 


Geoffrey Elborn, Raven 
irts 1990: 


Francis Stuart, a northern Protestant, married Iseult Gonne, daughter of Maud 
Gonne, and of Lucien Millevoye, both at an early age; he at 17 and she at 24, in April 
1920. After he had many times proposed to Maud, the poet W.B. Yeats, then pro 


[ 


' wandering poet, 


posed to Iseult and had been refused. Iseult had been a lover of 1 


Ezra Pound 

Francis Stuart, according to his biographer Geoffrey Elborn 1990, was born at 
lownsville, Australia in April 1902. His father, Henry Irwin Stuart was admitted to 
an asylum in Sydney a few weeks later, taking his own life on August 14 1902 
Scarcely more than one year earlier, Henry had returned to Co. Antrim from his 
sheep farm in Queensland to marry I ily Montgomery, two miles form the Stuart 
family home of Ballyhithstock lying between Ballycastle and Bushmills. Lily later 
converted from Presbyterianism to Catholicism, as did Francis, years on. Mother 
and son did not return to Co. Antrim but choose to live with her sister Janet at 
Shallon, Co. Meath. Reaching seven, they went to live in Monkstown, Dun Laoire; 
Francis however spent long holiday periods in Co. Antrim. In 1912 he was dis 
patched to a Warwickshire preparatory school prior to spending some years in one 
of England's foremost public schools, Rugby 

Stuart's second cousin, Capt. Jack White, was a son of Field Marshal Sir George 
Stuart White, known as the Defender of Ladysmith, in 1899, during the Boer War 
Capt. Jack had helped to found the Irish Citizen Army in 1913, and thereafter never 
lost interest in national affairs. During Stuart's first Easter vacation in Bournemouth 
he heard of the Rising in Dublin and, evidently, it made a great impact upon him. 
He first broke into print on nationalism when in 1918 he wrote a letter to the Irish 
Independent advocating Home Rule. 

At the age of 17, accompanied by a medical student, he visited the Glendassan 
valley, near Glendalough, where Madame Mac Bride and her daughter Iseult were 
holidaying 

Beautiful, erudite and sexually experienced, Iseult, (who had already turned 
down Ezra Pound, Yeats and others), was attracted to the gangling, shy 17 year old, 
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although seven years his senior. ‘Compromised’ by a three month stay tog ther in 
London, early in 1920, the couple returned to marry in Dublin in April. Madame 
then owned a house close to University Church at 73 St. Stephens Green, and it was 
from there that Francis, now Catholicised, was married. The reception was in 
Helena Moloney's house nearby. After a few months in London they гє turned to а 
topsy-turvy existence in a cottage - now the An Oige hostel - above Baravore in 
Glenmalure. The cottage figures in Synge's In the Shadow of the Glen and it was there, 
vears later, that Dorothy Macardle put together much of her monumental Irish 
Republic. A year later a daughter, Dolores was born; she was to live for a few years 
only, and that with much else, including Maud's dislike of Francis, contributed to an 
unending tug-of-war existence between the couple 

In August 1921, accompanied by Sean and Maud, they travelled to Munich - 
Sean departing on an arms mission at that point - and later to Prague and Vienna, 
but as an enjovable trio on holiday it could not be counted a success 

The outbreak of Civil War found Francis eager to help the Republican cause; he 
went gun running to Belgium, confirming a shipment that Sean had already 
arranged. He played a minor part then in some Dublin street fighting before being 
sent to Cork city. Returning after a few weeks he was arrested in Amiens Street 
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Station, speedily finding himself interned in Maryborough Prison. In February 1 


he was moved to Tintown. He lingered in internment, like more than 11,000 others, 
until his release close to Christmas 1923. Poetry now seemed a more agreeable choice 
than warfare, and that, together with his literature, was to occupy almost entirely his 
time until his departure for Germany in January 1940. But there was always a shred 
of latent patriotism; early in 1924 he published a booklet, We Have Kept the Faith, and 
about the same time gave a talk on ‘Nationality and Culture’ to Sinn Féin 

We now advance quickly to the main purpose of this account, pausing only to 
record that in the thirties the couple came to live at Laragh Castle, still standing close 
to the roadside before it crosses the Glenmacnass River. 

Ihe ‘castle’ is the battlemented survivor of the string of barracks, Glencree, 
Laragh, Glenmalure, Aughavannagh, Leitrim (Imaal), together with the Military 
Road, built by the English across County Wicklow to suppress Michael Dwyer about 
1800, and it was to Laragh, in May 1940, the German agent, Herman Goertz, after 
parachuting ‹ lose to Ballivor, Co. Meath, arrived - very unexpectedly - after a weari 
some four night overland journey on foot*. Their son lon, was born there in October 
1926, being baptised in University Church where Iseult and Francis were married. 

In April 1939, on an initiative of Iseult, Francis was recommended by Helmut 
Clissman, local head of the German Academic Exchange, for a lecture tour of 
Germany during which he was driven to Munich, Hamburg, Bonn and Cologne. His 
attitude to Nazism is unclear but as no outright condemnation emerges he must 
have had sympathy with its philosophy or its objectives for Germany. Elborn 
describes him as neither liberal nor socialist and not impressed by democracy either. 


* In his own words ‘Mrs. Stuart was naturally not expecting me’, and he had to endure 
‘anxious moments’ until she believed he was a German officer. He had travelled a roundabout 
way from near Ballivor without food. She fed him and sent him to bed while she drove to 
Switzer's (!) to purchase a complete outfit of clothing Within hours Seamus O'Donovan 
arrived, having being alerted by Iseult, and he was conveyed to Shankill. Days later he was 
brought to the house, Konstanz, of Stephen Held in Templeogue 
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When Stuart had completed his early summer lecture tour, Professor Shirmer 
unexpectedly’ invited him to return to the University of Berlin in the autumn as lec 
turer in English and Irish literature. He came home to Laragh in July, but found that 
the relationship with Iseult was one of mutual hostility Despite the outbreak of war 


in September he was however determined to return, while his one-sided feeling of 
mutual hostility’ was an added impetus. (A reading however of the circumstances 
of their marriage would cause one to think that this des ription is unfair to Iseult). 
Leaving Ireland, from Roebuck House, via Holyhead, he reached Switzerland - his 
London visa had to be for Switzerland, and not Germany - he arrived in Berlin at th« 
end of January 1940. Shortly after he met officials from Abwehr 11 and to them he 
delivered an oral LR. A message seeking a transmitter (The transmitte: given to the 
L.R.A for transmitting and receiving messages, as stated already, was instead used 


for propaganda broadcasts and inevitably, was located and found in Asherove Hous 


on December 29, 1939). The delivery of this oral message was Stuart's last errand fori 


the LR.A. Henceforth his time was taken up with the University, broadcasting on 
German radio and socialising. 

In February, at Professor Franz Fromme's instigation, he was approached by the 
Ministry of Propaganda to write items for transmission by radio into England and 
Ireland. Occasionally he sat listening to these broadcasts read by William Joyce, 
Lord Haw-haw', in the home of William Warnock, the Irish Ambassador. Jovce, 
born in New York in 1906, of an Irish father, actively disliked the Irish and was heav- 
ily into drink. Early in April he was introduced to Herman Goertz, who was being 
trained to drop into Ireland, and to whom he gave an Irish pound note and Iseult's 
address in Laragh; the latter with somewhat unfortunate consequences for Iseult. 

It was Goertz who mentioned to Stuart before his departure that he knew an 
Irish girl, Nora O' Mara (whom we know in this account as Róisín Ní Mhéara) 
'stranded in Berlin and half starved'. To what extent Róisín Ní Mhéara is Irish is dif- 
ficult to say, but she has written in Сё д seo Amuigh? a most interesting biography, 
sparkling with colour but inevitably with a great deal of her own story omitted 
Elborn says that they drifted into becoming lovers 

With Frank Ryan, who had accompanied Sean Russell on an abortive submarine 
journey to a point 100 miles west of Ireland, and with Nora, he accompanied Ryan 
after his return to a prisoner of war camp, although it is clear that he never serious 
ly intended to emulate Casement's attempt to recruit Irish captives for an adventure 

Early in 1941 life became somewhat complicated for Stuart, still sharing a large 
flat with Roisin, but now finding himself ‘taken up’ with one of his students, 
Gertrud Meissner, a dark haired lively girl of Polish extraction whom he later mar 
ried in 1954, being then known by her adopted name Madelaine. Shortly after the 
invasion of Russia in June 1941, he visited Vienna alone and upon returning found 
that Róisín had departed. Giving up the large flat he found rooms in the 
Rankenstrasse; serious air raids not yet having started rooms and apartments were 
still available in inner Berlin. There he lived openly with Madelaine. He ceased 
translating for the English station, going instead to a new building where he worked 
with Madelaine for Dr. Hans Hartmann, responsible for broadcasts to Ireland, being 


now well paid 
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In the spring of 1942 the couple visite d Frank Ryan whom they had not seen for 
over a year. He was glad t hem, and after a glass of vodka, gave Stuart som: 
[Irish newspapers and extra food, for supplies were now short. He was 40 in April 
1942, and they had a quiet celebration with Frank Ryan at the ‹ lissman's apartment 
Frank had now formed an attachment, no more than that, with Madelaine's sister 
Gretel terwar i comment on his birthday he wrote; 'forty and my youth 
gone; d 

Irying to Кее} ilks to Ireland homely and uncomplicated, he altered the 
script of one at Ryan's suggestion, and then found afterwards upon reading it he 
was unhappy with i Embittered about Germany he had considered going to 
Moscow before th vasion - but then became outraged when he heard that six 
young I.R.A men had been sentenced in July 1942 to death in Belfast for shooting 
dead a policeman, although as it transpired, Tom Williams only was hang¢ d while 
the other five were condemned to life terms. 

In August he applied to have his passport renewed, but was informed by Chargé 
D'Affaires Cornelius Cremin that the Dublin government would not authorise it 
Subdued, he departed with Madelaine to Vienna for a weeks holiday. About this 
time he conversed again with Ryan who, refusing to broadcast himself, tried to warn 
Francis about the nature of the Nazi regime* but he ignored the proffered opinion, 


instead, writing of their discussion; ‘I have a great admiration for Frank and all his 


importance to bureau racy 


One detects here the antipathy that was emerging between Ryan sullen at find- 


ing himself befriended inside an ‘enemy’ country, and the writer who, according to 
Elborn, had an ambiguous attitude to Nazism. In September, as a result of Ryan's 
criticism, they got together with John Francis O'Reilly to discuss their philosophical 
attitudes, although O'Reilly, in matters like that, was a weather vane. Not surpris 
ingly it was of no help, and Stuart adds critically of Ryan that "һе made friends with 
some very nasty people’ including Edmund Veesenmayer, but Veesenmayer, 
although described elsewhere as a shrewd and dangerous man, was the appointed 
‘Special Adviser, Ireland’ and Ryan would have had to have some contact with him; 
[ was never to be quite frank really taken with Ryan’ he remarked a short time later. 
‘I remember walking down to lecture at the University and Ryan walked with me, 
and he was in one of his moods'. Weeks later he spoke out in one of his broadcasts 
in forthright praise of Hitler and the Nazi system. With the Germans beginning to 
look a defeated force in Russia this was risky; as Elborn express's it; he allowed his 
personal anxieties to influence his sense of the rational, and was speaking in terms 
contrary to what he was writing in his diaries at that time. 

Christmas of 1942 brought longings of Laragh, the peaceful valley with the 
Glenmacnass River in its heart; full of nostalgia for Ireland. 'It would take armies to 
prevent me going back'. In January Ryan suffered a stroke which affected the left 


* [t must be emphasised here that while the British and U.S authorities were well informed 
about the death camps, and could have taken measures to alleviate them, ordinary folk in 


Germany knew nothing 
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› body. Francis visited him in hospital a few days later. Hugh McAteer, 

Chief of Staff, with Jimmy Steele, Pat Donnelly and Ned Maguire had es aped from 

Crumlin Road Jail on Friday, January 15, 1943. Ryan was full of this: he had heard 

that McAteer wished to reach Germany (in that he was mistaken), and sought to 
iave his friends bring help to him. Impossible, in all the circumstances 

When Ryan returned to his flat he found windows and doors blown out, serious 

'ombing of the centres of big cities - the widespread civilian devastation of 'Bomber 

larris - having | t seemed to symbolise how unwell he really was; he gave 

1 shirt, realising that very soon he would have no use foi 

them this point Róisín Ní Mhéara had returned from Bavaria to the 

Xundfunkhaus, so their paths, and Madelaine's, crossed again 


On May 31, he was urging Irish voters for the June election of 1943 to not vote 


\ 


for Fine Gael, the par g '. His advice, in a 15 minute once weekly 


ага to locate broadcast, was unlikely to influence the scattering of Irish listeners 
who might have heard him but the Irish government protested against the 'interfer 
ence', and William Warnock was oblige lress formally to deliver the protest a 
morning later 

In August, tl Redaktion, the broadcast organisation, was moved to 


Luxembourg to escape a smouldering Berlin. For a few months life brightened for 


both of them and Francis was even able to play rounds of golf before, in November, 


being called back to Berlin. Prior to leavi 1'owever he received a letter from Ryan; 
he had been in hospital with ulcers and, although out again for a time required con 
stant attention which was not always available. Francis and Madelaine were having 


' 


their own accommodation troubles, and in December returned to Luxembourg 
where he prepared what would be his final five broadcasts for January 1944. The 
war was to drag on for another 16 months, but Stuart realised all too well that 
Germany was finished 

Back in Berlin in February their evenings were spent seeking safe cover in 
packed bunkers from the nightly bombings. In March they travelled east by train to 
Dresden to visit Frank Ryan in a sanatorium there. Trains were now sought as aeri- 
al targets and soon train travel would be impossible. It was the last time they spoke 
to Frank who died four months later on June 10 

(They were both present when his remains were buried in Glasnevin on June 22, 
1979) 

On September 10, with their world collapsing, they crawled out of Berlin for 
Munich, moving on quickly to Bregenz on Lake Constance where they had a meal 
with Cremin. At Dornbirn on the Austrian border they tried unsuccessfully for 
weeks to enter Switzerland. On May 2, the Russian troops stormed into a crushed 
and flattened Berlin while French troops reached Dornbirn on the same day. Francis, 
now temporarily separated from Madelaine, was writing to Iseult for money 

Impoverished herself she was willing to respond in any way that she could. At 
this stage ‘preferring to be with the defeated’ Francis rejoined Madelaine at 
Dornbirn. Swept into prison there by the French, they were held in the same jail, but 
not together, for six months from November. After a temporary liberty he was 
arrested again but finally gained a tethered freedom in October 1946, conditional 
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upon their remaining within the Frenc h zone 

Facing difficulties and separations they finally came together again in Paris, and 
by 1950 reached England. There, between writing and stints of odd jobs, they 
remained until 1954 when Iseult passed away in Laragh. Francis had been over in 
1950 and now tu d for the funeral. Madelaine and Francis married in 
Hammersmith in that r. She had been refused entry into Ireland prior to that but 
now that they were married there could be no hindrance 

Acknowledged writers and artists are awarded a status in Ireland from the Arts 
Council, known as Aosdana. It is limited to a total of 200 persons. They may, on being 
proposed, elect within themselves an elder celebrated member to the status of Sao! 


Peadar O'Donnell and Francis Stuart are the only persons who, upon being pro- 


posed, were black balled and failed to be elected. But in July 1996, fortune smiled, 


and upon a renewed attempt he was elected 
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LIST OF 
INTERNEES, 
ARBOUR HILL: 


Sept 15 - Dec. 2, 1939. 


Members of the I.R.A and Republicans interned in Arbour Hill under Part VI of 
the Offences Against the State Act 1939. Those marked * were previously convicted 
of a political offence. Where not otherwise stated the internees were released on 
December 2, 1939 by Government Order as a result of a High Court decision of 
Justice Gavan Duffy 

Note: This list, which he held secret, was compiled by Peter Berry, secretary to 
Gerald Boland. The Special Criminal Court formerly was the Military Tribunal 

Beirne John Leitrim Released November 30 

Brady Joseph Dublin 

Burke James Mayo 

Byrnes William Kerry Released November 6 

Calligan* Martin Clare Sentenced to 6 months by 

Special Criminal Court 
17/5/1940 
Carrigan Edward l'ipperary 
Clarke Joseph Dublin Released October 30. Sentenced to 
+ months by Special Criminal Court 
22/7/1940 
leary William "ublin 
lements Robert Jublin 
lerkin Sean Monaghan Sentenced by Special Criminal Court 
to 3 months 11/1/940 
oulton Jublin Sentenced by Special Criminal Court 
to 3 months imprisonment 11/1/1940 


Conboy Pa < <oscommon 


Conway Kerry 
Conway" Tipperary (Setenced to death, May 1936.) 
Sentenced to 2 years by Special 
Criminal Court 29/7/40 
Thomas Monaghan Released September 19, by Appeals 
Commission 
Martin Galway 


Joseph Galway Released October 9 by Appeals 


Commission 
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Dalton Patrick Tipperary Released November 3. Sentenced to 
months by Special Criminal Court 
4/6/40 
Jeremiah Cork Released November 14, by Appeals 
Commission after 27 days hunger 
strike 
Anthony Galway Sentenced to 3 months by Special 
Criminal Court 5/3/ /1940. Died on 
unger strike 16/4/1940 
^olan Charles Sligo 
owling Seamus )ublin 
)oyle* [homas "ublin Sentenced to 6 months by Special 
Criminal Court 9/2/40. 
)rummond* Timothy Kerry 


Drummond* Patrick Kerry 


)uggan"* Patrick l'ipperary 

Flanagan* Michael (Bob) Roscommon 

Fitzsimons John Jublin Sentenced by Special Criminal Court to 
6 months imprisonment 11/1/1940 

Gordon William Co. Dublin 

Goss" Richard outh Sentenced to 14 days 23/4/39 London. 


Grogan" Thomas outh Sentenced to 12 years Penal 
Servitude by Special Criminal Court 
Fort Raid. 

Hackett William Dublin Released September 29 by Appeals 


Commission. 


Hendley Jeremiah Dublin 


Hoey Joseph Roscommon 

Jordan Daniel Dublin Sentenced to 4 months by Special 
Criminal Court 9/4/40 

Keogh Edward Dublin 

Kilcullen Anthony Mayo Released November 10 

Landers Kerry 

| eddy " ia ( ork 

Lehane* "ublin 

Lynch* ( Cork Released November 18, after a 

unger strike 

Mahoney John l'ipperary 

Meegan Thomas Monaghan Released November 27 

Melia Thomas eitrim 

Mitchell Waltet Offaly 

Mullaney Denis Roscommon Released September 29, by Appeals 


Commission 
Murray Edward Mayo Released September 2 
Murray” Timothy Galway Released November 6 


; Imprisonment 
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LIST OF REPUBLICAN WOMEN PRISONERS HELD IN MOUNTJOY: 
From mid 1940 onwards: of Women sentenced in England, and Others deported. 
The following list is regretfully imprecise. 


Mrs Hele п Keane 

Aoife Taaffe, 415 N.C. Rd 

May Mulready, Mullingar (married Máirtín Standüin) 
Cait Mulready, Mullingar (married Eamonn Moynihan) 
Brid Cunningham (married Billy McGuinness, Donegal) 
Mary Spillane, Cork 

Nóinín Brugha, married Sean OBriain, Dublin 

Maire Ni Thuama, Cork 

Patsy O'Hagan, Dundalk 

Nora Higgins, Dublin 

Maire Ni Cuillineán Cork, (married Paddy Kenna) 
Peg O’Connor, Cork (married Jack Lynch) 

Miriam James 

Mrs. Weafer, Mayo 

Peg Thornton, Dublin, 8 Adelaide Road 

Eileen Noonan 

Maire O'Sullivan, (married Maurice Curtin) 

Molly Gallagher and sister from London 

Carmel O'Hagan Dundalk(married Paddy McNeela) 
Sighle McNamara 

'Ma' Taylor, 

Maisie O'Mahony, 32 Gardiner Place 

May Laverty, (Belfast) 17 Wexford Street 


Sighle McInerney, 31,Harcourt Street 


Maire Ni Fhaircheallaigh Dun Laoire 

Maire Staunton - later a nun, 31 Richmond Avenue 
Eileen Staunton, married Festy Conlon of An Spidéal 
Leana O'Mahony - 32 Gardiner Place 

Kitty Carroll, formerly Liverpool - married Pat Hannon 
Sighle Murphy - 49 Heytesbury Street 

May Murray, 9 Montague Court 

Maireid Murray, married Ned Stapleton, 9 Montague Court 
Siobhan Ashe, Straffan 

Miriam James, 6 Synge Street 

Pearl McCormack, Galway 

Annie O'Farrelly, 5 Glenarm Avenue 

Fiona Plunkett, 40 Elgin Road 

Mary Anne Sullivan, 341 Iveagh Buildings 
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GEORGE 
GILMORE: 


A POEM: 


Though blackbirds piped like pipers of the sidhe 
And skylarks stormed the harps with heavenly praise, 
Unheard and lost their music was to me, 

Walking these heights in young triumphant days 
Though skyborn motley danced upon the sea 

And waving whin gold scented all the air. 

Two skyborn eyes were all that I could see 

And wind warmed cheeks and yellow wind blown hair. 
The song birds now hold undisputed sway, 

Long sunlit days are ringing with their din, 

The hillsides flame in cavalcade array 

Of purpling heather and of fading whin. 

Seeing and hearing all, I care the less 

Life's exultation rings on emptiness. 


George Gilmore 
Cora Hughes is believed to have been the subject of this unpublished poem 


George Gilmore was born at Seago, near Portadown in 1902: he died in Dublin 
in June 1985. His brother Charlie died in 1987, while Harry died in 1983. Their father 


was a financial advisor for landlord class unionists and the lord of Carrickblacke1 


but the three boys all turned towards Irish republicanism. They all played a part in 


the closing vears of the national struggle 


I u oul { ( ry ut aloud in the midst of 4 ( rowd 
When I think « n roud and the death that he died. 
Ih why did I leat im ил oes to десей, him 

(0 none tt 
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ROLL OF HONOUR: 
They Died for Ireland 1936-46 


+ 13, 1936 


Limerick. Died in Arbour Hill Prison, Se 


Peter McCarthy, Dublin. Shot by police, June 15, 193 


Р 
Jimmy Joe Reynolds, Leitrim. Killed in accidental explosion, 
Jov 28, 1938 
John James Kelly, Clady, Tyrone. Killed in accidental explosion 
Nov 28, 1938 
Charles McCafferty, Tyrone. Killed in accidental explosion 
Nov 28, 1938 
Accidently shot while training, May 13, 1939 
Offaly. Hanged in Winson Green Prison, 
Birmingham, England, Ash Wed, Fel 
nack. Mullingar, Westmeath. Hanged in Winson Green Prison, 
Birmingham, England, Ash Wed, Feb 7, 1940 
Headford, Co. Galway. Died on hunger strike 
April 16, 1940 | 
la, Ballycroy, Co. Mayo. Died on hunger strike 
April 19, 1940 
vett Belfast. Killed in accidental 
explosion, April 25, 1940 
ohn Joe Kavanagh, Cork. Shot by police near Cork Jail, Aug 3, 1940 
Sean Russell, Dublin. Died overseas, Aug. 14, 1940 
| ith, Dublin. Executed Mountjoy Prison, Sept 6, 1940 
Thomas Harte, Lurgan, Co. Armagh. Executed in Mountjoy Prison 
оер! 6, 1940 


Died on prison ship Al Rawdah, Nov 18, 1940 


ongford. Shot by military police, Curragh Camp, 
Dec 16, 1940 
Waterford. Died in Curragh Military Hospital, June 12, 1941 
Prison, A 9, 1941 


England, Jan 


21, 1942 
t, Tipperary. Executed in Portlaoise ison 5, 194 
rry, Belfast. Died in Parkhurst Prison 
лап, Belfast. Killed in action 
15, Belfast. Hanged in Crumlin Road Jail 
Pe pt 2, 1942 


nody, Co. Cavan. Killed in action, Sept 


5 


ice O'Neill, Cahirciveen, Co. Kerry. Executed in Mountjoy 
Nov 12, 1942 
Louth. Died in Mountjoy Prison, Dec 28, 194 
Dublin. Shot by police, July 4, 1943 
Belfast. Killed in action, Feb 12, 1944 
A ccidently shot dead while training on his 16th 
Birthday, April 10, 1944 
Armagh. Died Isle of Man Internment Camp, June 2 1944 
Tralee. hanged in Mountjoy Prison, Dec 1, 1944 
Aughnacloy, Tyrone. Died on hunger strike 


Portlaoise Prison, May 11, 1946 
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THE LAST 
REPUBLICANS 


by Austin Clarke 1896-1974 


Because their fathers had been drilled 
Formed fours among the Dublin hills, 

They marched together, countermarched, 
Along the Liffey Valley, by Larchwood, 
Spruce, Pine road. Now, what a living shout, 
Can halt them? Nothing of their faces 

Is left, the breath has been blown out 

of them into far lonely places. 

Sean Glynn pined sadly in prison. 

Jack McNeela, Tony D'Arcy, 

Sean McCaughey died on hunger strike. 
Wasting in ribbed light of dawn. 

They'd been on the run but every dyke 

Was spy. We shame them all. George Plant, 
Quick fighter and a Protestant, 

Patrick McGrath and Richard Goss, 

Maurice O'Neill with Tom Harte 

Were executed when Dev's party 

Had won the county pitch and toss. 

Pat Dermody, John Kavanagh 

Jackie Griffith, Barney Casey, black-and-tanned. 
At Mountjoy Gaol, young Charlie Kerins 
Was roped: we paid five pounds to Pierrepoint. 


The Special Branch castled their plans. 


Quicklimed the last Republicans 
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When a police superintendent questioned Tom Barry on 
his arrest at Union Quay station, Cork, in April 1935, to 
explain the policy of the І.К.А, Barry promptly answered:- 

Го compel the British forces to leave Ireland 

To overturn the two dominion parliaments 

Го stop the exploitation of people by foreign interests 
4. To finally break the connection with England 
5. To restore to the people the unfettered control of their 


own destinies and resources, while promoting their cultural 


independence. 

fom Barry, an outstanding guerrilla leader, and until 1938, 
high in the ranks of the LR.A, died in July 1980. 

The photograph, by Colman Doyle, was taken in 1979, 
while Uinseann Mac Eoin was researching in Cork city for his 
work Survivors 
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1923 - 1948 


THE LINK 
Influenced by the French Revolution, Irish Republicanism came first to life in the city of Belfast, where 
on October 18 1791, near the High Street, Sam McTier took the chair at what was to be the foundation 
meeting of the Society of United Irishmen. There were 28 members present, including Theobald Wolfe 
Tone, Thomas Russell, William Drennan, William Sinclair, the two Simms, Samuel Neilson, of the 
Northern Star, Haslitt, John Tennant and Henry Joy McCracken. A Dublin Society, and societies 
throughout Ireland, were quickly founded, and flourished until 1795, Dublin Castle, and the British 


Government, taking fright, the movement - the most promising in our history - was banned. 


Wolfe Tone, now under pressure to flee Ireland, and hopefully to seek help from abroad, visited Belfast 
for the last time in May 1795, to enjoy the company of his friends. As he expressed it himself; “1 
remember particularly two days that we passed on Cave Hill. On the first Russell, Neilson, 

Simms, McCracken, and one or two more of us, on the summit of MacArt's fort, took a solemn 

obligation - which, I think I may say I have, on my part, endeavoured to fulfil - never to desist 

in our efforts until we had subverted the authority of England over our country, and asserted 
our independence". That bedrock link prevails to the present day. 
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